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History of Allen County 


WILLIAM L. RussELt is one of Lima’s wealthy and 
most widely known men, a capitalist and business 
executive whose range of affairs has been almost 
world wide. 

Mr. Russell was born in Zanesville, Ohio. His 
father, Amson Henry Russell, was one of the pioneer 
oil producers, beginning almost with the original 
exploitation of petroleum in western Pennsylvania. 
His father died in Cleveland, Ohio. William L. 
Russell was educated at Hanoverton, Ohio, Logans- 
port, Indiana, and Saginaw, Michigan. As a youth 
he was associated with his father in the oil industry 
in Venango County, Pennsylvania, where the father 
had large production. During the past thirty or 
forty years William L. Russell has been an investor 
or otherwise actively interested in practically all 
the oil fields of the United States, primarily those 
of Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia, 
and still has large interests in Texas and Oklahoma. 

Mr. Russell has been a resident of Lima since 
1902. He has one of the finest homes on the chief 
residence street, West Market Street. It is a beauti- 
ful house, on an ample lawn containing many rare 
shade and ornamental trees. Mr. Russell has the 
characteristics that seem to mark the man of large 
affairs, and has met and mingled with many of the 
master minds of business and politics. 

When the Klondike first became a popular name 
in romance and imagination he went to the far 
north, and made more than an ordinary success in 
the gold fields. He was there eighteen months and 
narrowly escaped being caught in a great snow 
slide in which eighty-six men and three women lost 
their lives. He assisted in taking out the bodies of 
six of the unfortunates. Three years prior to his 
Klondike experience Mr. Russell went to Venezuela, 
South America, and while there secured from Presi- 
dent Crispo concessions for the construction of a long 
distance telephone service. After securing the con- 
cessions he had much to do in an executive way with 
the construction of fifteen hundred miles of trunk 
line through the Andes Mountains. This was the 
first extensive telephone system in South America, 
with seventeen local exchanges. Mr. Russell fell a 
victim to the yellow fever while in South America, 
and was cured by treatment of his own while twenty 
of his employes died of the disease. On another oc- 
casion he was directly instrumental in saving the 
life of President Crispo at the beginning of the 
Revolution. For that act he was decorated with the 
third degree of the Baste Bolivar. He has the dis- 
tinction of being the only private citizen in the 
United States who ever received that decoration. 
Mr. Russell is also responsible for the telephone sys- 
tem between Guyaquile and Quito in Ecuador, South 
America. He-is a Republican who has taken a promi- 
nent part in party councils. He served as a delegate 
from the Fourth Congressional District to the Re- 
publican National Convention which nominated 
Theodore Roosevelt in 1904. He is a member of 


the Masonic Order, the Elks and the Improved Order 
of Red Men. 


Rosert Menarrey. No history of Lima and Allen 
County would be complete without some record of 
the life and accomplishments of the late Robert 
Mehaffey, whose influence upon his own times was 
far-reaching and effective and has not passed, for the 
results accomplished by him remain and are a stimu- 
lating force in the community he loved so dearly. 

Robert Mehaffey was born in County Tyrone, Ire- 
land, August 23, 1833, a son of John and Martha 
(Clarke) Mehaffey, of Scotch-Irish stock. John 
Mehaffey was born in Ireland and had the following 
children: James, Robert, Elizabeth and John, all of 
whom reached maturity. Of them James and Robert 
came to the United States, the others remaining in 
Ireland. The mother of Robert Mehaffey, Martha 
Clarke, was reared in the faith of the Presbyterian 
Church, but after her marriage identified herself 
with the Church of England, of which her husband 
was a communicant. 

Death depriving him of his mother when he was 
but sixteen, Robert Mehaffey was sent to London 
and made his home with an uncle, who gave him an 
allowance each month, which Robert carefully saved, 
and at the age of seventeen he and his brother 
James came to the United States, making the trip 
earlier than they had planned on account of an epi- 
demic of cholera then raging in London. They took 
passage on a sailing vessel from Liverpool, Eng- 
land, and after a long and weary voyage of fifty- 
three days, landed at Philadelphia. From the City 
of Brotherly Love they went on to Baltimore, Mary- 
land, and then to Cumberland, Maryland, where 
they took the stage over the old National Pike into 
Wheeling, West Virginia, and thence continued their 
journey to Cincinnati, Ohio, by boat. Having insuffi- 
cient funds to take them both to their destination, 
the home of their uncle, Samuel Clarke, near Beaver 
Dam, Allen County, Ohio, James preceded Robert, 
whom he left in Cincinnati for two or three weeks 
until money could be sent him from his uncle to 
complete his journey. At the expiration of this time 
Robert traveled by rail to Huntsville, Ohio, and 
from there walked to Lima and thence out to his 
uncle’s home. His funds were again nearly ex- 
hausted. His entire capital when he reached Hunts- 
ville amounted to just a sixpence. For his food he 
depended upon the kindness of the wayside inn 
keepers. Among those who generously aided him 
was Mrs. Washburn of Lima,-who not only gave him 
food, but remained his friend through life. When 
Robert was within about two miles of his uncle’s 
farm of Mr. Huffman, of near Beaver Dam, ap- 
proached on horseback and noticing the young man’s 
exhausted condition dismounted and gave him his 
horse to ride the remaining distance. Mr. Mehaffey 
always remembered with deep gratitude Mr. Huff- 
man’s unselfish kindness to him, a total stranger. 
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Upon reaching the home of his uncle Robert 
Mehaffey applied himself to farm work. He received 
a shilling a week and his board for his labors. He 
had some opportunity for study and educated him- 
self. About two years later he moved to Lafayette, 
Ohio, and became an errand boy for Dr. Newton 
Sager, Sr., and later was made a clerk in the store 
owned by Dr. Sager, and continued in that good 
man’s employ for a long period. Subsequently he 
established himself in a general store in the village, 
and developed into one of the enterprising and suc- 
cessful business men of that region. He continued 
to expand his business interests and became identified 
with many concerns of local importance. He was 
connected with a great number of the industries 
which contributed to the growth of Lima, and was 
through his force of character and ability a recog- 
nized leader of men and affairs. 

Mr. Mehaffey assisted in shaping the policies of 
the First National Bank of Lima and was elected 
to its presidency, but later sold his stock in this 
bank, being succeeded as president by Dr. Samuel 
A. Baxter. Upon the organization of the Merchants 
National Bank Mr. Mehaffey was elected its presi- 
dent, and filled that position for a number of years 
with dignified capability. Later on he was associated 
with R. W. Thrift in the “Merchants Bank,” and 
was president of this institution also. One of the 
organizers and one of the original stockholders of 
the Metropolitan Bank, he served as its president 
until claimed by death. Abreast of the times, he 
was one of the first men to become an oil producer 
in Allen County, and developed large oil properties 
that produced upon an extensive scale. He was also 
interested in a number of leading industrial enter- 
prises and owned a large block of stock in the Lima 
Times Democrat, serving as president of its pub- 
lishing company until his death. 

A man of broad vision and possessing excellent 
judgment with reference to men and their motives, 
he was a wise adviser and was sought by men of 
moment, especially in the Democratic party, in whose 
workings he was extremely active, oftentimes being 
elected to local office. From 1857 to 1861 he served 
as postmaster of Lafayette, where he always main- 
tained his residence, and in 1869 he was elected clerk 
of the courts, succeeding himself in the ofhce and 
serving in it continuously for six years. In 1885 
he was elected from the Thirty-second Senatorial 
District to the Upper House of the State Assembly 
of Ohio, was reelected and served a second term, 
during both sessions being on some of the most im- 
portant committees. Mr. Mehaffey was a Blue 
_Lodge Mason. He was a member and one of the 
founders of Christ Episcopal Church of Lima. Mr. 
Mehaffey served as a trustee of the Institution for 
Feeble Minded at Columbus, Ohio, for a period of 
twenty-one years. He received his first appointment 
from Governor Foraker March 19, 1887, and was re- 
appointed by Governors McKinley, Bushnell, Nash 
and Harris. Mr. Mehaffey had been a member of 
the board longer than any other man, and was for 
many years president of the board, and was serving 
in that capacity at the time of his death. which oc- 
curred September 24, 1908, in Lafayette, Ohio. 

On August 19, 1856, Mr. Mehaffey was united in 
marriage with Mary Eleanor Richardson, a daughter 
of Joseph H. and Eda Richardson. They became the 
parents of the following children: William Robert, 
Eda Alice I, Eda Alice II, and George Edgar. 


William Robert Mehaffey, born in Lafayette, Ohio, 
December 12, 1857, was graduated from Kenyon Col- 
lege and was editor of the Allen County Democrat 
and later of the Times-Democrat, covering a period 
of twenty-five years. He was twice married, his 
first wife being Mary Brooks Stahl, born April 10, 
1863, in Mount Vernon, Ohio. She was educated at 
Delaware, Ohio, and at Rye Seminary, New York, 
and her marriage to Mr. Mchaffey occurred October 
10, 1883, at Delaware. She died March 18, 1899, 
mother of the following children: Robert Chisholm, 
who was born July 22, 1884; Eleanor Cowles, who 
was born October 10, 1885, and died in 1887; Joseph 
Cowles, who was born November 20, 1889, was 
graduated from West Point Military Academy in 
1911, and is a major in the United States Army, and 
William Kenneth, who was born August 23, 1891, and 
died August 29, 1896. In November, 1907, William 
Robert Mehaffey married Mary Mount at Chatham, 
Ontario, Canada. 

The second child, Eda Alice. born to Robert 
Mehaffey and his wife, April 10, 1859, in Lafayette, 
died August 22, 1859. The second Eda Alice was 
born May 21, 1860, in Lafayette. She was graduated 
from the Cincinnati Wesleyan College in 1880. On 
December 4, 1884, she was married to R. M. C. Hill, 
M. D., who was born at Prospect, Ohio, June 19, 
1860. Their one child, Alice Mehaffey Hill, was 
born at Knoxville, Tennessee, June 15, 1891. She 
was graduated from the Lima High School in 1909, 
from Vassar College in 1913. 

George Edgar. the fourth child of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Mehaffey, was born February 14, 1872, 
at Lafayette, Ohio, was educated at the University 
of Tennessee, and has been officially connected with 
the Metropolitan Bank of Lima since 1891. He is 
also interested in several local enterprises. On 
April 11, 1894, at Lima, he married Edna Margaret 
Bell, who was born February 11, 1875, in Pekin, Illi- 
nois, daughter of Oscar White and Harriet (Clauser) 
Bell. They have two children: Donald Bell, who 
was born in Lima January ?}, 1895, and Margaret 
Eleanor, who was born in Lima April 3, 1901. Don- 
ald Beli Mehaffey was married in Lima, Ohio, Sep- 
tember 2, 1919, to Josephine Sherwood, daughter of 
Ethelyn Hager and D. L. Sherwood. Josephine 
was born at Plain City, Ohio, August 13, 1899. Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Bell Mehaffey have one child, 
Patricia, born September 11, 1920, at Lima. 

Mary Eleanor, wife of Robert Mehaffey and 
mother. of the above named children, was born in 
Greene County, Ohio, January 5, 1834. When two 
years of age she moved with her parents to Lima, 
where she was educated. She became a_ school 
teacher at the age of sixteen. For many years she 
has been an active and successful worker in the 
cause of temperance. She has been identified with 
practically every temperance movemnt of. north- 
western Ohio, beginning with the historic crusade. 
She has been a forceful worker and member of 
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union for a 
period of forty or more years, and for twenty-four 
years of that time was county president of the Allen 
County organization, a record of which she is justly 
proud. It is needless to say that Mrs. Mehaffey is 
greatly gratified by the passage and ratification of 
the eighteenth amendment, although she realizes that 
there is still a great deal of work to be done in order 
to educate the general public along temperance lines. 
The Methodist Episcopal Church has in her one of its 
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earnest members and supporters, and she always 
gives her aid to every movement which promises to 
enhance the welfare of the community. 
_ Mrs. Mehaffey’s ancestral line is traced back through 
intervening generations to her great-grandfather, 
William Richardson, Sr., who was born in 1748 or 
1749 in Surrey County, North Carolina, and died in 
Rich Valley, Virginia, January 31, 1835. In 1768 or 
1769 he married Rebecca Hays. During the Amer- 
ican Revolution he served in the Washington County, 
Virginia, militia, under Colonel William Campbell. 
William Richardson, Jr., son of this patriot soldier 
and grandfather of Mrs. Mehaffey, was born March 
23, 1783, in Rich Valley, in what is now Smith County 
but was formerly Washington County, Virginia, 
and originally Fincastle County. He died January 
21, 1835. About 1807 he married Rhoda Hicks, born 
in Bland County, Virginia, in 1787, a daughter of 


Joseph and Sarah (Totten) Hicks. She died in 
Rich Valley, Virginia, April 9, 1847. 
Family tradition supports the statement that 


Joseph Hicks was of English descent and originally 
from Campbell County, Virginia. He was a soldier 
of the French and Indian War and in the American 
Revolution. Joseph Hicks was the second white man 
to enter the celebrated Burke’s Garden in Virginia, 
going there as a pioneer. In what was then Taze- 
well County he acquired two hundred and ten acres 
of land which was surveyed by Alexander Suiter, 
Sr., under the Loyal Company’s Grant, February 27, 
1774. This Alexander Suiter was the first husband 
of Sarah Totten, who after his death was married 
to Joseph Hicks. A grant to the land was not ob- 
tained until 1807, when it was delivered to Joseph 
Hicks on March 20th of that year. This land has 
been added to until there are now five hundred acres 
in the property. A portion of the land which was 
acquired by William Richardson, Sr., in Fincastle 
County, Virginia, is still in possession of his descend- 
ants. William Richardson, Jr., also had an honorable 
military record, serving as a captain in the War of 
1812, organizing his own company in Rich Valley, 
Virginia. 

Joseph Hicks Richardson, son of William Richard- 
son, Jr., and father of Mrs. Mehaffey, was born in 
Rich Valley, Virginia, August 12, 1811, and died in 
Lima, Ohio, May 9, 1856. On December 23, 1830, he 
was married in Rich Valley to Eda Whitworth 
Smith, who was born in North Carolina August 16, 
1809, and died at Lima May 13, 1874. To this 
union were born seven children, Elvira Cosby, Mary 
Eleanor (Mrs. Mehaffey), William Hamilton, Mar- 
tha Jane, Eda America, Virginia Tone and Charles 
Smith. Joseph Hicks Richardson was a man of 
pronounced ability and excellent qualities of char- 
acter, and he stood among the leading men of Allen 
County for many years. Coming to Ohio in an early 
day, he located in Greene County, where Mrs. Me- 
haffey was born. The family, as before stated, 
moved to Allen County, where for a number of 
years Mr. Richardson was engaged in teaching, first 
in the country schools and later in the Lima schools. 
In recent years he was honored by having one of 
Lima’s school buildings “The Richardson” named 
for him. In 1845 he was elected auditor of Allen 
County and was re-elected in October, 1847. In the 
fall of 1851 he was elected clerk of Allen County. 
His wife belonged to the Baptist Church and was a 
woman of rare sweetness of character. Of their 
children Mrs. Mehaffey is now the only survivor. 


_GEoRGE Hatt, D. D. S. It is not always easy to 
discover and define the hidden forces that move a 
life of ceaseless activity and large professional 
success ; little more can be done than to note their 
manifestation in the career of the individual under 
consideration. Doctor Hall has long held distinctive 
prestige in a calling which requires for its basis 
sound mentality and rigid professional training and 
thorough mastery of technical knowledge, with the 
skill to apply the same. The gentleman whose name 
appears at the head of this paragraph is numbered 
among the successful and respected professional 
men of Allen County, where he has lived for more 
than a half a century. He also is numbered among 
that great army of defenders of the Union who in 
the dark days of the early 60s offered their lives on 
the altar of their country’s freedom and perpetuity. 
By a life of consistent living and worthy purpose he 
has won the respect and esteem of the entire com- 
munity. 

George Hall was born in Davenport, Scott County, 
Iowa, on May 24, 1842, and is the son of Harrison 
and Anna (Wright) Hall, both of Zanesville, Ohio. 
There they grew up together and eventually both 
families moved to Iowa, where subsequently the 
young couple were married. Harrison Hall engaged 
in the building and contracting business there until 
1863, when he moved to Lima, Ohio, and continued 
in the same line of business. He bought nine houses 
and lots here and became extensively engaged in the 
real estate business. In 1868 he and his son George 
erected what is now the east part of the Lima 
House, which was then owned by John Shade, and 
many of the prominent buildings of that period were 
erected by him. He died in 1888, and his wife died 
at Columbus Grove, Ohio, in 1873. They were the 
parents of the following children: Eliza, deceased; 
George, the subject of this sketch; William, of De- 
troit, Ohio; Hattie, the wife of Daniel McComb, of 
Toledo; Edward, of Toledo, Ohio; and Rachel, de- 
ceased. 

George Hall attended the public schools of Daven- 
port, Iowa, and later attended Cornell College at Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa, where he studied medicine and den- 
tistry with the intention of devoting his life to the 
latter profession. However, his plans were inter- 
rupted by the outbreak of the Civil War, and on 
April 24, 1861, he enlisted in the three-months’ 
service as a member of Company A, First Regiment, 
Iowa Volunteer Infantry. At the expiration of his 
first period of enlistment he re-enlisted at Mount 
Vernon, becoming a member of Company A of the 
Thirteenth Regiment, Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
which became a part of the Army of the Tennessee. 
He took part in all the campaigns and battles in 
which that army had a part, including the siege of 
Atlanta, where on July 22, 1864, Mr. Hall was cap- 
tured by the Confederates.’ He was confined in 
Andersonville and Florence prisons, enduring all 
the hardships and sufferings for which those prison 
pens became notorious, but on February 22, 1865, he 
succeeded in effecting his escape from Florence and 
rejoined his regiment at Wilmington, North Caro- 
lina. In the spring of 1864 he had veteranized at 
Vicksburg, and he received his final discharge in 
July, 1865, after a most honorable and faithful 
service of over four years. 

After leaving the army Mr. Hall came to Lima, 
where his parents had located during his absence in 
the army, and here for a time he was associated 
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with his father in the business of contracting and 
building. This was aside from his main purpose, 
however, and in 1867 he formed a partnership with 
Dr. C. W. Swisher and engaged in dentistry. He 
was successful in that profession and has been en- 
gaged in it here continuously since that time. For 
ten years he and Dr. Swisher were associated in 
the work, at the end of which time Doctor Hall 
bought out his partner and formed a new association 
with Doctor Moon, but four years later Dr. Hall 
acquired sole ownership of the office and thereafter 
remained alone in the practice. He has through 
all these years enjoyed a high reputation in the com- 
munity because of his professional attainments as 
well as because of his high personal character, and 
has commanded a representative clientele. 

Doctor Hall for a number of years took a promi- 
nent part in local public affairs, having served ten 
years continuously as postmaster of Lima under 
the administrations of Presidents Harrison and Mc- 
Kinley. He also served four years'as a member of 
the City Council, a part of the time being president 
of that body. During that period he was instru- 
mental in securing the construction of the sewers 
through the public square, the Timberlake sewer 
and the Banta sewer, and among other improve- 
ments inaugurated by him was a large amount of 
street paving and the building by the city of its own 
water works plant. He also served four years as a 
member of the City School Board and four years as 
city director. 

On October 13, 1870, Doctor Hall was married to 
Virginia Hackedorn, who was born at Cardington, 
Ohio, the daughter of George G. Hackedorn, a native 
of Ohio, and whose wife was also a native of this 
state. To Doctor and Mrs. Hall was born a son, 
Hioomer L., who was a successful dentist, but who 
died in 1899, at the age of twenty-four years, leaving 
a widow and daughter. Twe children also passed 
away in infancy. 

Politically Doctor Hall has been a life-long sup- 
.porter of the Republican party, and his religious 
membership is with the Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Fraternally, he is a member of the Free 
and Accepted Masons, in which he has attained to 
the degree of Knight Templar, and has held many 
offices in the various bodies of this order. He is 
also a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and of Mark Armstrong Post No. 202, 
Grand Army of the Republic, which he has served 
as commander three terms. He has received dis- 
tinctive preferment at the hands of his-old comrades 
by being elected commander of the Department of 
Ohio, Grand Army of the Republic. He also holds 
membership in the Junior Order of United American 
Mechanics. He is a trustee of the Allen County 
Historical Society and a member of the Board of 
Commerce. x 

Such in brief is the record of one of Allen 
County’s honored citizens, a man whom the people 
respect and admire because of his unassailable char- 
acter, his public spirited support of the best things 
in the community life and his professional standing. 
To write in detail a full account of his long and 
useful life would require a much more elaborate 
article than the nature of this work admits or re- 
quires, but sufficient has been said to make it emi- 
nently consonant that this tribute to him be in- 
corporated herein. 


Jupce Witt1AM K.inceR. Ohio has always been 
distinguished for the high rank of her bench and 
bar. Many of her jurists and attorneys have been 
men of national fame, and among those whose lives 
have been passed on a quieter plane there is scarcely 
a town or city in the state but that can boast of one 
or more lawyers capable of crossing swords in 
forensic combat with many of the distinguished legal 
lights of the United States. While the growth and 
development of the state in the last three-quarters 
of a century has been marvelous, viewed from any 
standpoint, yet of no one class of her citizenship 
has she greater reason for just pride than her judges 
and attorneys. In Judge Klinger are found united 
many of the rare qualities that go to make up the 
successful lawyer and jurist. He possesses, perhaps, 
few of those brilliant, dazzling, meteoric qualities 
which have sometimes flashed along the legal horizon, 
riveting the gaze and blinding the vision for the 
moment, then disappearing, leaving little or no trace 
behind, but rather has those solid and more substan- 
tial qualities which shine with a constant luster, 
shedding light with steadiness and continuity. 

William Klinger, judge of the Common Pleas 
Court of Allen county, was born in Monroe town- 
ship, this county, on the 11th day of September, 1870, 
and is the son of Philip and Mary (Naas) Klinger, 
both of whom were natives of Koenig, Germany. 
His paternal grandparents, Adam and Eva (Hofer) 
Klinger, came from the fatherland to the United 
States in 1852, landing at New York City. whence 
they worked their way out to Allen County, Ohio, 
and made settlement in Monroe township. The ma- 
ternal grandparents, Christoph and Anna (Koch) 
Naas, came to Ohio from Westmoreland County 
Pennsylvania, in 1856, and two years later they came 
to Allen County, settling in Monroe township, in a 
Hessian settlement, a band of Germans having come 
here for settlement soon after the revolution of 1848 
in their own country. Mr. Klinger’s parents were 
married in Monroe township and spent the remainder 
of their lives there, the mother dying on April 3, 
1916, and the father passing away on November 30, 
1917. They were the parents of the following chil- 
dren: Anna, the wife of Jerome Snider, of Lima; 
William, the immediate subject of this review; John, 
of Lima; Louis C., who died at the age of two and 
a half years, and Clara, the wife of H. D. Allen, 
of Lima. 

William Klinger was reared on the paternal farm- 
stead in Monroe township and attended the district 
schools of that neighborhood. At the age of seven- 
teen years he began teaching school, which vocation 
he followed for four years, continuing to make his 
home with his parents during that period. After 
his marriage he and his wife attended the Normal 
College at Ada, Ohio, for four years, and then 
spent a year at Ann Arbor, Michigan, where Mr. 
Klinger was a student in the law department of the 
Michigan State University. He was admitted to the 
bar at Lima in June, 1895, and in the following year 
he formed a law partnership with Judge G. H. 
Quaill, Ten years later that relationship was dis- 
solved and Mr. Klinger became associated with 
J. H. Secrest, which partnership was continued up 
to the time of Mr. Klinger’s election to the bench 
of the Common Pleas Court, of which he became 
the incumbent on February 9, 1909. Judge Klinger 
is still presiding over this court, having been elected 
to a second term. From January 1, 1900, until 
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January 1, 1906, he served as prosecuting attorney 
of Allen County, discharging the duties of the office 
fearlessly and without favor. His career on the 
bench has been one of which Allen County may well 
be proud. He is universally recognized as a splendid 
citizen, of lofty character, sturdy integrity and high 
professional attainments, and as one of those who 
have lent dignity and honor to the legal profession 
in Ohio, and who brought to his chosen vocation the 
strength and devotion of a keen mind and earnest 
soul, it is most consonant that this specific mention 
of him appear in a work of this character. 

On February 28, 1892, Judge Klinger was married 
to Ida Hood, of Monroe township, Allen County, 
the daughter of John and Sarah (Hitchcock) Hood, 
the former of whom was a native of Maryland and 
the latter of Allen County. To Judge and Mrs. 
Klinger have been born two children, namely: Clar- 
ence H., born March 18, 1894, a lawyer in Lima, and 
Helen, born September 28, 1895, and now a student 
in Ohio State University. 

Judge Klinger resides in a comfortable and at- 
tractive home on his farm in American township, 
and there he finds splendid relaxation from the 
strain and inevitable monotony of professional 
labors. He takes a keen interest in agricultural af- 
fairs and is a member of the Sugar Creek Grange. 
Politically he is a democrat, while his fraternal rela- 
tions are with Lodge No. 581, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. He is a member of the German 
Reformed Church. The Judge is public spirited in 
his attitude towards all enterprises for the material, 
civic or moral welfare of the county, and is de- 
servedly well liked among all classes. 


BENJAMIN A. Gramm. In 1900, at the age of 
twenty-eight, Benjamin A. Gramm had earned the 
respect and confidence of a comparatively small cir- 
cle of people in his home town of Chillicothe, where 
he was connected with one of the leading banks. 
Chillicothe was his home community. He was born 
there July 30, 1872, son of Adolph and Anna M. 
(Lauer) Gramm. His father was a native of Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, and his mother of Chillicothe. Adolph 
Gramm was a cigar manufacturer and died in 1909, 
while the widowed mother is now living at Lima. 

Educated in the grammar and high schools of 
Chillicothe, Benjamin A. Gramm began his service 
with the First National Bank of Chillicothe as a mes- 
senger, and was with that institution seventeen years, 
reaching the post of assistant cashier. In the mean- 
time, on April 10, 1894, he established a home of his 
own by his marriage to Minnie Young. She was 
born in Richfield Springs, New York, a daughter 
of Major John W. and Mary (Palmer) Young. Her 
father was a Union officer, served with the rank of 
major and was discharged as a colonel. He was 
in Libbey Prison, made his escape from that famous 
old warehouse, was_ recaptured, and experienced 
many sufferings and_ hardships. Mr. and Mrs. 
Gramm had two children: Willard Joseph and 
Mary Catherine. 

These are the facts of a normal American life, 
engaged in commonplace duties for the most part, 
with growing responsibilities of a business nature, 
with a home and with an interest in the community 
where his home and business are located. Mr. 
Gramm also had a play interest—a_ diversion. Me- 
chanically inclined, he had become interested in the 
first experiments for perfecting motor driven 


vehicles. Perhaps more important still, he possessed 
that optimism which enabled him to look ahead and 
realize to some degree the wonderful achievements 
of the motor age. Nearly every community had a 
few motor cars, largely the one-cylinder type, in 
1900. The application of automotive mechanism to 
freight trucks had been barely considered by the 
most ardent automobile engineers. Mr. Gramm for 
one believed that the difficulties of this application 
could be solved and that a wonderful future awaited 
practical automobile trucks. 

There is a picture still preserved showing the first 
Gramm commercial car, built in 1901. It was gov- 
erned by a one-cylinder engine. His first experi- 
ments were made in a small shop of his own, but 
in 1904 he moved to the plant of the Logan Construc- 
tion Company, then the largest in America for the 
manufacture of motor trucks. Here he produced 
“The Logan,” the first two-cylinder truck. This was 
followed in 1906 by the first four-cylinder truck, and 
one of those trucks was still in use at Chillicothe 
thirteen years later. From Chillicothe Mr. Gramm 
moved in July, 1908, to Bowling Green, Ohio, where 
he organized the Gramm Motor Truck Company 
and continued with increased production for two 
years. On account of poor transportation facilities 
at Bowling Green a better location was sought. In 
the fall of 1910 members of the Lima Locomotive 
Company and Mr. M. Bernstein bought an interest 
in the Gramm industry and in the same fall a large 
plant was built at Lima. This plant was occupied in 
January, 1911, and the Gramm trucks were manu- 
factured there until the spring of 1912, when the 
Lima Locomotive Company sold its interests to the 
Willis Company of Toledo. The plant was then 
taken over by the Garford Truck Company. 

In July, 1912, Mr. Gramm became associated with 
M. Bernstein in forming the present corporation, 
known as the Gramm-Bernstein Motor Truck Com- 
pany of Lima. Mr. Bernstein is president and treas- 
urer and Mr. Gramm vice president and general 
manager. In eight years this has become one of the 
largest motor vehicle industries in the world. The 
corporation’s success has undoubtedly been due in 
part to limiting its production to one line, motor 
trucks exclusively. If there is one standardized name 
synonymous with motor trucks in the world today 
it is Gramm-Bernstein. Here Mr. Gramm has seen 
all his dreams and hopes realized. The great plant 
at Lima covers twelve acres and employs six hun- 
dred skilled workmen and about seventy-five laborers, 
and in addition to branches in New York, Chicago 
and Philadelphia there are dealers and representa- 
tives of the Gramm-Bernstein Motor Truck Com- 
pany in all parts of the world. 

Mr. Gramm served in an advisory capacity during 
the conferences held in Washington in the summer 
of 1917 to design a motor and a motor truck which 
could be standardized by the Government for the 
United States Army. Known as “father of the 
motor truck industry” his counsel was indispensable 
to the success of the program, and many of the ex- 
clusive features of the Gramm-Bernstein were in- 
corporated in what is known as the “Liberty Truck.” 
The making of the first sample Liberty Truck was 
awarded the Lima Company, and by heroic efforts 
it was completed October 7, 1917, three days before 
the scheduled time. Taken to Washington under its 
own power, the truck stood the exacting tests and 
was publicly accepted October 29th, and a few days 
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later the first order for this class of Liberty Trucks 
was awarded a number of truck manufacturers, the 
Gramm-Bernstein Company receiving an order for 
one thousand. The Lima plant again achieved an 
honor by having the first fleet of thirty trucks com- 
pleted, ahead of any other manufacturer, this fleet 
leaving the plant for the east on March 10, 1918. 
Hundreds of these trucks were doing duty behind 
battle lines in France before the great war came to 
an end. 

Since 1917 Mr. Gramm has been president of the 
National Motor Truck Association. He is a director 
and part owner of the Lima Steel Casting Company, 
a director and part owner in the South Side Com- 
mercial Star, is president of the Lima Manufacturers 
Association, is a member of the Society of Automo- 
tive Engineers, a director of the Lima Y. M. C. A,, is 
a trustee of the Ohio Northern University at Ada, 
is a Knight Templar and thirty-second degree Ma- 
son, a member of the Elks, Lima Club, Shawnee 
Country Club, and is vice president of the Kiwanis 
Club. He is a trustee of the Trinity Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. May 28, 1919, the Ohio Northern Uni- 
yore conferred on Mr, Gramm the degree master 
of arts. 


Henry ANDREW Moore was for many years a 
prominent citizen of Allen County, and he married 
a daughter of the late Thomas J. Jacobs, one of 
Lima’s most prominent old time business men and 
citizens. 

Mr. Moore was born in Butler County, Ohio, Au- 
gust 16, 1833, son of Andrew and Elizabeth (Mc- 
Tagart) Moore. His parents were born in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, were early settlers in Butler 
County, Ohio, and a few years after the birth of 
their son, Henry A., moved to Allen County, Ohio, 
and were among the pioneers of Prairie township. 
Henry Andrew Moore grew up in pioneer times, 
when schools were limited in number and in cur- 
riculum, and from boyhood had to make his own way 
in the world. In order to secure better training 
than he could get in his home community he went 
to Cincinnati and joined an uncle, a merchant in that 
city. He was in his employ several years, subse- 
quently engaged in the grocery business for himself, 
but finally returned to Allen County and married 
Emeline Underwood. After his marriage he settled 
on a farm in Prairie township, but left the farm 
during the Civil war and moved to Lima. Here he 
was a general merchant and later engaged in the dry 
goods business. In 1880 he sold his business and 
was financially interested in Moore Brothers, whole- 
sale grocers. He also owned much Lima real estate 
and was a real estate operator for a number of years. 
Mr. Moore died in Septmber, 1909. By his first 
marriage he had four children: Leone, Eva May 
(widow of Walter I. McNairy of Lima) and Edwin, 
twins, and Clifford. 

July 16, 1888, Mr. Moore married Editha Matilda 
Jacobs. Mrs. Moore was born in Lima in March, 
1844, daughter of Thomas Kenny and Ann (Elder) 
Jacobs. Her father was a native of Juniata County, 
Pennsylvania, and her mother of Mifflin County, 
Pennsylvania. Thomas K. Jacobs though he had no 
school advantages when a boy trained himself and 
was for many years regarded as one of the best 
posted men in Allen County. He saw to it that all 
his children had the very best school advantages. 
He came to Allen County at a very early day and 


entered land, including the southeast section of the 
present City of Lima. After his marriage in 1836 he 
left Pennsylvania, by canal to Pittsburgh, and thence 
came overland with wagons and teams to Ashland 
County, Ohio, and in 1838 moved to Lima, then a 
small town. He was one of the pioneer tailors at 
Lima, but later expanded his business to general 
merchandising and finally left merchandising to 
handle his extensive real estate and other property 
interests. Thomas K. Jacobs is remembered for his 
kindness of heart and practical philanthropy. In 
the early days the county made no provision for the 
care of orphan children, and when seven Jenkins 
children were left orphans Mr. Jacobs took charge 
of them, saw that they were placed in good homes, 
and one of the daughters he reared and educated. 
He also took care of several other children in a simi- 


’ lar manner, and always showed the greatest interest 


in children as well as other unfortunates. His indi- 
vidual career was one of marked success. At one 
time he was financially interested but had nothing to 
do with the management of the Hurd & Jacobs Bank. 
This bank failed and Mr. Jacobs at once returned to 
Lima from the session of the Ohio State Legislature, 
of which he was then a member, and personally se- 
cured the deposits of all the widows and orphans and 
eventually paid off all the claims. For eight terms 
continuously he was treasurer of Allen County, and 
many times placed his own resources as guarantee 
for the payment of taxes for those who did not have 
the money for that purpose. Mr. Jacobs was asso- 
ciated with S. A. Baxter, Sr., F. H. Binkley and 
Daniel Boyer in platting what is known as the East 
Addition of Lima, including the land east of the 
Baltimore & Ohio tracks, north to North Street 
and south to the river. In 1861 he platted other 
land south of that addition to the river, and subse- 
quently another addition south to Kibby street. 

Mr. Jacobs was a member of the State Legislature 
at the beginning of the Civil war, having been 
elected as a democrat. At the close of his term in 
the Legislature he returned tu Lima and enlisted in 
the 99th Ohio Infantry, and served as quartermaster 
until March, 1865, when he resigned on account of 
disability. His death occurred November 12. 1884, 
having survived his wife, who died in 1880. Of their 
nine children only two are living, Mrs. Moore and 
Dr. Thomas K. Jacobs of Lima. 

Henry A. Moore by his second marriage had the 
foliowing children: Emma Catherine, who lives with 
her mother; Dr. Thomas K., of Akron; Anna, who 
lives at home and is engaged in child welfare work 
at Lima; Henry Stewart, who died at the age of 
thirty-five; and William Cloyd, of Monrovia, Cali- 
fornia. 

Mrs. Moore is an active member of the Trinity 
Methodist Episcopal Church and her husband was 
on its Offcial Board for several years. She is a 
member of the College Woman’s Club, the W. C. 
T. U., the Allen County Historical Society, the 
Women’s Club, the Music Club and has many of 
the charitable interests that were distinctive of the 
career of her honored father. 


Rinccotp WaLKeR MeiLy. Prominent among the 
citizens of Lima who in the past have worked their 
way to honorable success in various lines of en- 
deavor was the late Ringgold Walker Meily, a man 
who ever showed himself reliable and capable in the 
marts of commerce and trade and patriotic and 
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public-spirited as a citizen. His long and industrious 
career brought him financial independence and social 
Prestige, and at his death, December 29, 1911, he left 
his family the priceless heritage of an honorable and 
honored name. 

Mr. Meily was born at Lima, April 18, 1846, a 
son of John Henry and Catherine (Fisher) Meily, 
natives of Pennsylvania, and very early settlers of 
Lima, where Mr. Meily was first a carpet weaver 
and later the proprietor of a brick yard. He sub- 
sequently became one of the substantial men of the 
city, owning large properties, and served as clerk of 
the court and in other offices. Ringgold W. Meily 
received his education in the public schools and as a 
youth learned the trade of painter and decorator, 
gradually developing into a contractor and doing con- 
tract work for the whole section, including Lima and 
its surrounding communities. In 1868 he went to 
Kansas City, Missouri, where he fulfilled the con- 
tract of painting the bridge across the Missouri 
River, and likewise carried on other painting and 
decorating work in that region. Returning to Lima, 
he was married October 7, 1874, and at: that time 
moved to Toledo, where he became foreman for a 
large firm of painters, a position which he held two 
and one-half years. He then returned to Lima and 
resumed his contracting work. In 1885 he was ap- 
pointed postmaster of the city, serving four years, 
and free delivery was established during his term of 
office. After retiring from that position he took 
charge of his mother’s real estate affairs and other 
matters. He was thus occupied until his death, be- 
ing identified with a number of important business 
interests. A man of broad ideas, he held his friend- 
ships and lent his aid to those measures looking 
towards a further development of the city where his 
influence was so potent a factor for many years. Mr. 
Meily was a democrat, but took only a good citizen’s 
interest in political affairs, his only public office being 
that of postmaster, in the discharge of the duties of 
which he displayed executive ability and conscientious 
devotion to his responsibiltes. 

Mr. Meily was married October 7, 1874, to Miss 
Julia E. Orbison, who was born at Troy, Miami 
County. Ohio, a daughter of James Telford and 
Elizabeth Jane (Adams) Orbison, natives of Troy. 
Mrs. Meily was graduated from the Troy High 
School in 1866, at which time she began teaching 
public and private schools. In the spring of 1868 
she came to Lima and taught school for six years, 
then returning to Troy, where she taught until her 
marriage. She and her husband were the parents 
of two children: James Robb, of Lima, who mar- 
ried Ethel Heffner and has two children, Frances 
Julia and David Ringgold; and Frederick Ringgold, 
who is unmarried and resides with his widowed 
mother in their pleasant modern home at No. 329 
Northwest street. Mrs. Meily attends the Presby- 
terian Church, and is generous in her contributions 
to its movements. She is a member of the Allen 
County Historical Society, and is a lady of superior 
intellectual attainments and possesses numerous 
friends at Lima. 


Jesse H. Hamitton has been engaged in the prac- 
tice of law in the City of Lima since the year 1905, 
and has here served continuously as justice of the 
peace since 1915, his re-election for a second term 
having occurred in November, 1919. He has de- 
veloped a successful law business, with a representa- 


tive clientage, and his professional and official duties 
make ample demands upon his time and attention. 

Jesse Howard Hamilton traces his lineage back 
to Scotch origin on the paternal side, and the first 
representatives of the family in America settled in 
Pennsylvania in the colonial days. John Hamilton 
was born and reared in the old Keystone state and 
was an early settler in Columbiana County, Ohio, 
whence he later removed with his family to Han- 
cock County, where he passed the remainder of his 
life and where he followed his trade of blacksmith 
in connection with his successful activities as a 
farmer. His son Jonathan, father of the subject 
of this review, was a child at the time of the family 
removal to Hancock County, where he became a 
prosperous farmer and where was solemnized his 
marriage to Sarah Ann Anderson, Jesse H., of this 
review, having been the fifth in order of birth of 
their seven children. Jonathan Hamilton was a gal- 
lant soldier of the Union in the Civil war, in which 
he served from 1862 until the close of the great 
conflict, he having been a member of Company B, 
Eighty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Jesse H. Hamilton was born in Orange Town- 
ship, Hancock County, on the 25th of January, 1878, 
and he acquired his early education in the district 
schools of Hancock County until he was nineteen 
years of age. That he made good use of his advan- 
tages is evidenced by the fact that he then proved 
his eligibility for pedagogic honors and became a 
successful teacher in the district schools. He taught 
in Jackson, Bath and American townships, Allen 
County, and in the meanwhile continued his own 
educational discipline by attending Ohio Northern 
University at Ada, where he prosecuted courses in 
both the literary and law departments. In 1905 he 
received from this institution the degree of Bachelor 
of Laws, and he was forthwith admitted to the bar 
of his native state. He at once engaged in practice 
in the City of Lima, where he has been successful 
both as a well fortified counsellor and a resourceful 
trial lawyer. He was elected probate judge of Allen 
County in November, 1920, and took his seat Febru- 
ary 9, 1921. He is a stockholder of the Potter 
Motor Company at Lima, is a staunch advocate and 
supporter of the principles of the republican party, 
is affliated with the Modern Woodmen of America, 
the Sons of Veterans, the Protected Home Circle, 
the Loyal Order of Moose and the Knights of 
Pythias, and both he and his wife hold membership 
in the Presbyterian Church. 

In 1905 was recorded the marriage of Mr. Hamil- 
ton to Miss Effa Harshe, daughter of James and 
Margaret (Brosher) Harshe, of Hardin County, and 
the two children of this union are Harold L., who 
was born in 1906, and Jean M., born in 1921. 


Jacos Piper. The man who is engaged in handling 
foodstuffs is confronted with problems which never 
before entered into the business life of this coun- 
try, and when he gives good quality, excellent service 
and charges reasonable prices he is proving himself 
to be a man of more than ordinary ability, provided 
that his returns show a profit. The old days of 
plenty are gone, perhaps forever. The exhaustion 
of reserve stocks by the lavish generosity to war- 
devastated regions, lack of normal production by 
farmers and manufacturers and interrupted railroad 
transportation, combined with the unprecedented rise 
in overhead expenses, have all contributed toward 
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the changes in the business world which are felt 
by everyone, rich and poor, old and young. There- 
fore the successful merchant of today deserves much 
more credit for what he is accomplishing than did 
the one who operated a decade ago. One of these 
reliable and efficient merchants of Allen County 
who gained and held the confidence of the public is 
Jacob Piper, until recently sole proprietor of Piper’s 
Grocery of Lima, located at 131-135 West Market 
street, the largest establishment of its kind in the 
entire county. Mr. Piper retired from business on 
the Ist of March, 1921. 

He was born at Sidney, Ohio, on January 19, 1855, 
a son of Jacob Piper, a German by birth, who left 
his native land in young manhood and came to the 
United States and located at Lima, Ohio, in 1838. 
Later he moved to Sidney, Ohio, where he opened 
a general store and conducted it until 1876, in which 
year he retired. He died in that place during 1903, 
his wife having passed away in 1888. They had six 
children, four of whom are living, and of them all 
Jacob Piper was the fourth in order of birth. 

Jacob Piper, whose name heads this review, went 
through the high school course at Sidney, Ohio, com- 
pleting it by the time he was nineteen years old. His 
father believed in teaching his children to be help- 
ful, and had him make himself useful about the 
store, and when he retired Jacob, the younger, with 
his brother took over the business, conducting it 
under the name of Piper Brothers until 1900, when 
Mr. Piper came to Lima and bought the business 
owned by John Wheeler, then the oldest grocer of 
the city. The store was at the present location, but 
Mr. Piper enlarged his quarters, installed new fix- 
tures, entirely remodeled it, and had one of the 
best equipped establishments in this part of the 
state. He is a stockholder in the Lima Trust 
Company. 

In 1888 Mr. Piper was married to Agnes Line, a 
daughter of David and Sarah (Robinson) Line, of 
Sidney, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Piper have no children. 
In his political views Mr. Piper is a strong republi- 
can. He is both a York and Scottish Rite Mason 
and has attained to the thirty-second degree, and he 
also belongs to the Knights of Pythias. For some 
years he has been a forceful factor of the Lima Club, 
the Lima Chamber of Commerce, the Merchants 
Association, the Grocers Association and has held 
office in several of these organizations. In his relig- 
ious faith he is a Methodist, and belongs to the local 
church of his denomination. Recognizing as he 
does the necessity for the introduction and mainte- 
nance of modern methods in civic affairs, Mr. Piper 
has always willingly given his support to those 
movements having such objects in view, and is recog- 
nized as one of the most public-spirited men of the 
city and county. 


JoHn Davison. Though as an educator and lec- 
turer his name and career belong to the state and 
even to the nation, Dr. John Davison is almost en- 
tirely an Allen County product and citizen, his ances- 
tors were pioneers here, and the best years of his 
own life have been lived in Lima or in the immediate 
vicinity. 

He was born at West Newton in Allen County 
July 22, 1858. The family name was originally 
spelled Davisson, but Doctor Davison’s father 
omitted one s. The paternal grandparents were 
John and Mary (Critchfield) Davisson. John 


Davisson, a native of Clarksburg, now in West Vir- 
ginia, had attained distinction in his native state, 
was a planter and slave owner, served as a member 
of both branches of the legislature and as high 
sheriff of his county. His affairs becoming involved, 
he left Virginia with a small residue of his property 
and in 1834 reached Champaign County, Ohio, and 
in the fall of that year came up over the trail 
through the timber to the southeast corner of Allen 
County. Here he entered a tract. of timbered land. 
The following winter was spent in Champaign 
County, and then with two sons and a daughter he 
returned to his land, cleared away some of the 
trees and cut enough logs to erect the typical pioneer 
home of that day. The strenuous undertaking of 
making a pioneer home was too much for him. He 
had not been accustomed to hard physical labor, and 
endured many disappointments, and the hardships 
connected with establishing a new home prostrated 
him. Though he was removed to Urbana, Ohio, and 
given care and comfort he died there in the spring 
of 1835. His two sons with their mother and sister 
then returned to Allen County and carried forward 
the work begun by the father. 

One of the sons was Amaziah Davison, who was 
born at Bridgeport, Harrison County, Virginia, 
September 21, 1822. He bought the interests of the 
other heirs in the Allen County homestead, readily 
adapted himself to the pioneer circumstances in 
which he lived, and achieved success as a farmer 
and became a man of influence in the community 
where he lived nearly sixty years, until his death 
on November 24, 1895. He served as a trustee of 
Auglaize Township, became a republican in politics, 
was a Baptist and a member of the Masonic order. 
On April 8, 1852, he married Eliza Nye, who for 
several years had been a successful and popular 
teacher in Allen County. She was born in Pickaway 
County, Ohio, March 24, 1829, daughter of George 
and Sarah (Paschal) Nye, who had come to Ohio 
from Berkeley County, Virginia. Eliza Davison, 
whose cultured mind and character exercised a 
strong influence over her children, died June 24, 1904. 
Her children were: Dr. Monroe, who was born 
December 12, 1855, and died October 23, 1907, after 
a long and useful career as a physician and surgeon 
at West Newton; John Albert, who was born Jan- 
uary 22, 1861, and for many years has been a business 
man at McKeesport, Pennsylvania; and Belle, born 
May 30, 1863, wife of James A. McCartney, of 
Lima. 

Dr. John Davison grew up on a farm, and more 
or less through all the years of his career has kept 
in active touch with agricultural matters. He 
attended the village schools of West Newton and is 
a graduate of the Ohio Northern University at Ada, 
receiving his first degree in 1883. His scholarship 
and varied attainments have earned him various 
scholastic honors, represented in the following de- 
grees with the dates of their conferring: Pd. B. 
1883, B. S. 1889, B. L. 1891, M. S. 1893, M. L. 1902, 
and Ph. D. 1912. Dr. Davison for about ten years 
was superintedent of schools at Elida, Ohio, and 
from 1895 to 1899 was Dean of the Normal Depart- 
ment of the Lima Lutheran College. He was profes- 
sor of Literature in the Ohio Northern University at 
Ada from 1899 to 1905, and for the next ten years 
was superintendent of the public schools of Lima. 
Since 1915, though retaining his home in Lima, he 
has been vice president and Dean of the Ohio North- 
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ern University at Ada. He has owned his home 
property in Lima since 1895. 

March 24, 1886, Dr. Davison married Miss Clara E. 
Hay, who was born in Auglaize township of Allen 
County December 8, 1865, daughter of James and 
Isabell (Falkner) Hay. Her father was an early 
settler of Allen County, and spent his life as a 
farmer and business man. Her mother was born in 
Champaign County, Ohio, December 28, 1838. Doctor 
and Mrs. Davison have four children: Evelyn, 
born January 5, 1889, a graduate of Oxford College 
for Women at Oxford, Ohio, has for several years 
been a high school teacher; Walter, born September 
16, 1890, is a graduate of the law school of Ohio 
State University and is now in practice at Tulsa, 
Oklahoma; Joseph Homer, born October 16, 1894, 
completed his education in the Ohio State Univer- 
city, and lives at Lima; and John Hay, born June 
16, 1903, is still at home. He graduated from the 
Central High School in 1921 and was president of 
the senior class. 

Doctor and Mrs. Davison have long been identi- 
fied with the Methodist Episcopal Church. He has 
served in the capacities of superintendent or teacher 
of Sunday schools for over forty years. He is a 
republican, and is a member of the Allen County 
Historical Society, the Ohio State Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation, the National Education Association and the 
National Superintendents’ Association. Doctor 
Davison has been a popular and entertaining lec- 
turer ever since 1885, and his professional engage- 
ments have covered practically the entire United 
States. During this time he has delivered about 
twelve hundred commencement addresses, more than 
two thousand lectures before teachers and popular 
assemblages, and in this way has carried the benefit 
of his long experience and thought to thousands of 
people outside the range of his influence as a teacher 
and school administrator. Doctor Davison also 
served five years as deputy state inspector of oils, 
and at one time was city examiner of teachers at 
Lima. 


T. C. PENNELL, of Lima, is one of the veteran oil 
operators whose connections with the great fields 
of Western Pennsylvania began nearly half a cen- 
tury ago, when nearly all the petroleum oil pro- 
duced in this country came from Pennsylvania. His 
operations were extended over most of the western 
counties of that state, and more than thirty years 
ago he became identified with the drilling in North- 
western Ohio and continued his operations until a 
few years ago. 

Mr. Pennell was ‘born in Erie County, New York, 
in November, 1848, a son of Randolph and Caroline 
(Burrows) Pennell. His father was a native of 
Ontario County, New York. T. C. Pennell acquired 
his education in the common schools of Livingston 
County, and was sixteen years of age when he was 
attracted into the oil country around Titusville, 
Pennsylvania. His first experience was as a team- 
ster, but he became fascinated with the oil industry 
and in time acquired a practical knowledge of every 
phase of oil well production. He was a driller 
until 1878, when he removed to Bradford, Pennsyl- 
vania, and later to Allegheny County, New York. 
In time he owned an outfit of his own and drilled 
in many different fields. In 1886 he came to Lima 
and continued his independent operations as a driller, 
and for three or four years was also employed by 


the Ohio Oil Company in its development work. 
Later he became an independent producer, and 
brought in a number of valuable wells in North- 
west Ohio. Since 1917 he has been retired from 
the oil industry, but still retains some financial 
interests, including stock in the Lima Gazette, the 
National Supply Company and the Lima Telephone 
Company. 

In 1888 Mr. Pennell married Miss Anna Tabler, 
a native of Allen County and daughter of G. W. 
and Sarah Elizabeth (Goldsmith) Tabler, the former 
a native of Perry County, Ohio, and the latter of 
Allen County. Mrs. Pennell’s maternal grand- 
father, William Goldsmith, was one of the earliest 
settlers of Allen County. Mr. Pennell during the 
summer of 1917 completed a beautiful home at 
670 West Market street, where he and his family 
now reside. He has two daughters, Stella and 
Hazel, the latter the wife of Herbert Tuttle, of 
Toledo. Mrs. Pennell and her daughters are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church. From 1892 
to 1902 Mr. Pennell lived at Gibsonburg, Ohio, and 
while there served three terms on the city council 
and three years as a member of the school board. 
He has always been affliated with the republican 
party, and is a thirty-second degree Mason and a 
member of the Lima Club. 


Rev. WiLi1AM S. GoTTsHALL. The name of Gotts- 
hall has been a prominent one in religious work in 
the United States ever since the advent of the 
Rev. Jacob Gottshall, the second Mennonite preacher 
in America. Among the descendants of this good 
and brilliant man fourteen were at one time preach- 
ing the Gospel, and of these one who has long 
been prominent in the councils of this denomination 
is the learned, pious and greatly-beloved preacher 
in charge of the Swiss Mennonite Church at Bluff- 
ton, Rev. William S. Gottshall. 

Reverend Gottshall was born in Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania, June 23, 1865, a son of Rev. 
Moses and Mary (Shelly) Gottshall. His father 
was born on the same farm in that county, a prop- 
erty which had been originally purchased by the 
great-grandfather of Rev. William S. Gottshall, and 
which is now occupied by the fifth generation of the 
family. Rev. Moses Gottshall passed his life in the 
vicinity of Schwenkville, Pennsylvania, where he 
preached to the same congregation for forty-one 
years, and where his son later preached for twenty- 
one years. While Moses Gottshall had only a com- 
mon school education, he was a natural orator, was 
possessed of fire and zeal, and won many souls for 
his Master. By his first marriage eight children 
were born, two of whom died in infancy and only 
one is living at this time, Jacob, who is living in 
retirement at Fleetwood, Pennsylvania. Of his 
second marriage two children were born, and the 
only one living is the subject of this sketch. 

Rev. William S. Gottshall spent his boyhood days 
on the old family farm and acquired his primary 
education in the common schools, after leaving 
which he attended the Perkiomenville school to 
prepare himself for teaching. While teaching in the 
winter months he attended Ursinus College, a re- 
formed institution, during the summer seasons, and 
thus took a theological course in full, being duly 
graduated in 1889. In the meantime, in 1886, he had 
been elected his father’s assistant, and subsequently 
placed in charge at Schwenkville, where, as before 
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noted, he preached for twenty-one years. Later 
Reverend Gottshall was placed in charge at Allen- 
town, Pennsylvania, where he remained until 1909, 
in that year coming to Bluffton to take charge of 
three churches. In the spring of 1918 he was re- 
lieved of the First Mennonite Church. 

Reverend Gottshall is greatly esteemed and be- 
loved by his people, who have found in him not 
only a spiritual guide, but a business counsellor and 
a warm-hearted and self-sacrificing friend. Aside 
from his ministerial labors in his own community 
he has performed splendid services to his church, 
having been formerly secretary of the Eastern Con- 
ference for sixteen years; a member of the board 
of managers of the Eastern Conference Home for 
the Aged; business manager of the Publication 
Board for several years; a member of the Foreign 
Mission Board of the General Conference for 
three years; and a member of the Home Mis- 
sion Board of the General Conference for 
twenty-four years, of which he was twelve years 
treasurer and twelve years president of this body, 
holding the latter position at the present time. He 
has also served five years as a member of the Board 
of Trustees of Bluffton College and as president 
of the Middle District Conference two years, and 
at present is chairman of the Evangelization Com- 
mittee of the Middle District. 

On September 22, 1886, Reverend Gottshall mar- 
ried Miss Nancy Von Nieda, who was born in Lan- 
caster County, Pennsylvania, and educated in the 
public schools there, and four children have been 
born to this union: Aaron E., born October 13, 
1889, a graduate A. B. of Brown University, who 
is superintendent of a division of the United States 
Revenue Department; Jennie, born January 24, 1892, 
a graduate of Bluffton College Academy and wife of 
Rev. P. J. Boehr, a missionary of the Mennonite 
Church at Tung Ming Hsien, China; Flora, born 
February 27, 1896, a graduate of Bluffton College, 
who teaches in high school and resides with her 
parents; and Paul H., born February 12, 1898, 
attending Bluffton College. : 


Mitan FE. Tonerr. Keen of intellect, alert and 
far-sighted, Milan E. Toneff, who came to this 
country from far-away Macedonia, is a typical rep- 
resentative of the foreign born citizens that have 
met with eminent success since coming to the United 
States, his position among the successful merchants 
of Lima, Allen County, being especially noteworthy. 
He was born March 15, 1889, at Radovich, Mace- 
donia, Turkey, where his parents, Elia and Evange- 
line Toneff, have spent their entire lives, and where 
for many generations the Toneff family have been 
engaged in mercantile pursuits. 

At the age of nineteen years, being adventurous 
and ambitious, Milan E. Toneff bade goodbye to his 
family and friends and immigrated to America. 
First locating in Chicago, Illinois, he studied for a 
short time at the Moody Institute in order to pre- 
pare himself for the ministry, and later spent six 
months at Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois, 
taking the English course while there. Returning 
to Chicago, Mr. Toneff was for a few months em- 
ployed in the Rothschild Department Store on State 
Street. Not content with that position, he was for 
three years a laborer on the tracks of different 
railroads, including among others the Northwestern 
Railroad. Going then to Benton, Wisconsin, he was 


for sixteen months employed as a miner in the zinc 
mines, and later worked in a grocery six months. 
Continuing in Benton, Mr. Toneff embarked in mer- 
cantile pursuits, opening a store of general mer- 
chandise, and was very successful in its manage- 
ment, during the three years that he operated it 
increasing the value of his stock from $180 to 
$14,000. 

The World war being then in progress, Mr. Toneft 
enlisted at Camp Grant, Illinois, as a private in the 
United States Army, and was there kept as a mem- 
ber of the Supply Company, One Hundred and 
Sixty-First Depot Brigade, until receiving his dis- 
charge from the service on December 12, 1918. 
Locating on June 13, 1918, in Lima, Mr. Toneff 
bought the H. D. Allen Grocery at 688 South Main 
Street, and has since managed it with genuine suc- 
cess, his trade being largely extended and quite 
remunerative. 

Mr. Toneff married April 9, 1918, Vera Vinaroff, 
a daughter of E. and Mary Vinaroff, of Granite 
City, Illinois, and they have one child, Nedelko 
Toneff, a year and a half old. Politically Mr. Toneff 
is a republican, and religiously he is a Christian 
Scientist. 


Nertson McBripe is one of the oldest living native 
sons of Allen County, son of a real pioneer, and 
his life has been one of more than ordinary event- 
fulness, influence and service. While in earlier 
years business and other duties took him much 
from home, the strongest ties and associations of 
his long life have been centered in one locality. 

His birth occurred March 25, 1838, at Adelphia, 
Ross County, Ohio, and he is a son of Alexander 
and Leah (Wolf) McBride. His grandfather was 
also named Alexander, was a Revolutionary soldier, 
and after the close of the war for independence 
settled in Southwestern Pennsylvania, in Washing- 
ton County, where he cleared and developed a tract 
of land. Subsequently he removed to Ross County, 
Ohio, and settled near the first capital of Ohio, 
Chillicothe. His last years were spent at Adelphia 
in Ross County. He married in Washington County 
a Miss Miller, and their family consisted of three 
daughters and one son. The son, Alexander 
McBride, was born in Washington County, Penn- 
sylvania, and lived all his life as a farmer. The 
date of his permanent coming to Allen County was 
1834. He found a rugged and sparsely settled dis- 
trict, went through the trials and hardships of other 
early settlers, and acquired a large farm of 300 
hundred acres and was always regarded as a man 
of most substantial influence. He cleared up a 
large part of the land himself, and lived there 
until his death, in 1875. His wife passed away in 
1885. They were the parents of ten children, four 
daughters and six sons. Nelson was the fourth in 
age, and is the second among two living brothers. 

Nelson McBride has boyhood recollections of an 
environment that has been wonderfully changed and 
transformed by the passage of years. The first 
school he attended was in a log house, and his 
schooling was limited to a few months each winter. 
From an early age he shared in all the physical 
toil which was the lot of pioneers in clearing the 
forests, facilitating drainage, grubbing the stumps 
and preparing the land for cultivation. When the 
Civil war came on he tried to get into the Union 
army but his health prevented. He then tried to 
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fit himself for some other duty that would make 
him available to the cause. With this in view he 
attended Westerville College at Westerville, Ohio, 
for two terms in 1863 and graduated as an accoun- 
tant from the Iron City Business College at Pitts- 
burgh. Even with this preparation, paid for by 
himself, since there was no students army training 
corps in the Civil war, he did not realize his ambi- 
tion to serve the country during the dark days 
of the sixties. Returning home, Mr. McBride 
formed a business partnership with Jacob Metzler, 
under the name of Metzler & McBride, and began 
a long and profitable association in.the wholesale 
stock buying and shipping industry. One of the 
partners looked after the business in Chicago and 
the other in the eastern markets. For twelve years 
they were a firm of known integrity and splendid 
judgment, and their operations extended over sev- 
eral states in the buying of cattle and hogs. 
Mr. McBride gave up that line of business and 
turned his attention to the operation of his farm. 
He bought the interests of the other heirs in his 
father’s homestead, and now owns between five 
hundred and fifty and six hundred acres, compris- 
ing some of the very best land in Allen County. 
He has always employed a sound business judg- 
ment and management to his farming, and has rea- 
lized a more than ordinary success. Since 1911 
he has been practically retired from heavy work, 
though he still lives on his farm and oversees its 
management. He has lived a clean life, spent much 
of his time out of doors, and still possesses his 
faculties with only moderate infirmities of age. He 
is a stockholder in the Lima Home & Savings 
Bank, the South Side Loan Bank, the Allen County 
Loan Bank and the Citizens Bank, and was one of 
the large investors in Liberty Bonds in Allen County. 

While Mr. McBride has never posed as an orator 
he has the gift of ready speech and on many occa- 
sions, political and otherwise, has shown the ability 
of forceful and concise utterance. In politics he has 
always been a staunch democrat. In 1869 he was 
appointed deputy to County Auditor S. J. Brand, 
and filled that position five years. He then became 
a candidate for auditor on the democratic ticket, 
was elected in 1874 and re-elected in 1876. After 
a third candidacy in 1878 the tide of politics ran 
against him. In 1912 he was elector at large from 
Ohio, and had the pleasure of casting one of the 
votes in the electoral college for Woodrow Wilson. 
He was a member of the school board for forty- 
eight years. He takes a deep interest in all 
things pertaining to education. Both he and his 
wife taught school many years in Allen County. 
Mr. McBride while always a man of action has also 
been a philosophic observer of events. He has seen 
America go through many crises of war and eco- 
nomic troubles. Events in recent years have 
strengthened his opinion that the three worst evils 
in this country are too much greed, too much haste, 
and too much expediency in statesmanship. 

Mr. McBride has one of the fine country homes 
of Allen County, and it has been shared for over 
thirty years by a wife who also represents a pioneer 
family of the county and whose interests and activi- 
ties make her one of the county’s prominent women. 
Both are deeply interested in the life of previous 
generations and have done much to preserve some 
of the historical records of by-gone days. Mr. and 
Mrs. McBride were married November 5, 1889. 


Mrs. McBride bore the maiden name of Florence 
Genette Doner. A few years ago she completed a 
long investigation of family records and had the 
data published in an interesting pamphlet, “History 
of the Doner Family.” As the Doners came to 
Allen County eighty-five years ago, it is only fitting 
that some of the facts contained in this pamphlet 
should be noted here as bearing on the history of 
one of the oldest and most substantial names in 
this part of Ohio. 

Mrs. McBride is a descendant of Christian Doner, 
who was born in Center County, Pennsylvania, 
March 12, 1762. In 1793 he married Nancy Friesener, 
born in the same state June 10, 1765. In 1819 the 
entire family left Pennsylvania and settled in Fair- 
field County, Ohio, where Christian Doner died in 
1831 and his wife on November 18, 1840. These 
pioneers were Lutherans, and a large part of their 
descendants today are of the same faith. Most 
of them have been farmers, and still own and 
occupy some of the best and most beautiful coun- 
try homes in Allen, Fairfield, and Van Wert counties, 
while others have gone to Indiana, Illinois and other 
states. 

The oldest child of this pioneer couple was Abra- 
ham Doner, who was born January 15, 1795, in 
Center County, Pennsylvania. He grew up there 
and on May 2, 1815, married Catherine Swisher, 
who was born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
September 25, 1794, daughter of Joseph Swisher. 
Abraham Doner accompanied the family migra- 
tion to Fairfield County in 1819, and in April, 1835, 
with his own family, moved into the wilderness of 
Allen County, a journey requiring two weeks, and 
part of their way they blazed through the woods. 
They stopped on the bank of Honey Run, erected 
their firest shelter with the aid of pioneer neighbors, 
and Abraham Doner acquired two hundred acres, a 
part of which remained in the family until 1910. 
He was one of the first Lutherans in that community, 
and by his efforts established worship in that faith, 
at first with informal meeting places. In 1839 he 
was licensed to preach, and for many years gave 
his time and strength to the organization of Luth- 
eran Churches over Allen, Auglaize, Hardin and 
Van Wert counties. He served his home congrega- 
tion at Elida from 1839 until the fall of 1852. He 
also aroused the first interest in a Lutheran Church 
at Lima. It was the stress and strain of pioneer 
travel on horseback through swamp and woods in 
pursuit of his ministerial duties that wore him out, 
and on April 25, 1854, he died at the age of fifty- 
nine. His body was laid to rest in the Trinity- 
Lutheran churchyard at Elida, where also rests his 
wife, his wife’s father and many other relatives 
of the family. He was the father of nine children, 
the first three born in Pennsylvania and the others 
in Fairfield county. 

The second son of Abraham Doner was Abraham 
Doner, who was born in Fairfield County June 1, 
1821, and from the age of fourteen lived in Allen 
County, where he bought a hundred acres of the 
old homestead after his father’s death. In the spring 
of 1862 he enlisted in the Union army, and served 
until the close of the struggle. Except for a few 
terms of teaching in,early years he was a life long 
agriculturalist, and died at his home a mile west 
of Elida September 3, 1878, at the age of fifty-seven. 
He became a member of the Lutheran Church at 
Elida at the time of its organization. October 26, 
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1854, Abraham Doner married Louisa Hoitsapple. 
She was his second wife. His first wife, Sarah 
Stemen, whom he married in 1846, died in 1853, 
the mother of three children. Louisa Holtsapple 
was the mother of four children. The youngest 
daughter is Florence Genette McBride, who was 
born in Amanda township of Allen County, Febru- 
ary 27, 1857, and has spent her entire life in and 
nee Elida, within two miles of the place of her 
irth, 


Henry ParHAM. The late Henry’ Parham was 
a Christian in the truest and higest sense of the 
word, and carried his religion into his everyday life, 
making the world the better for his passage through 
it. When he died at Lima the city mourned his 
loss, for it realized that in his death the community 
had lost one of its best citizens. Mr. Parham was 
born at Warren, Ohio, March 27, 1841, a son of 
Charles and Rebecca (Davis) Parham, natives of 
England and Wales, respectively, who came to the 
United States when young. They were married at 
Warren, Ohio, where he carried on a carriage paint- 
ing business for a time, later moving to Deerfield, 
Portage County, Ohio, where he became a farmer, 
and there both he and his wife died. 

Henry Parham was reared on his father’s farm 
in Portage County until he was eighteen years of 
age, at which time he went to Revenge, Ohio, and 
worked at the harnessmaking trade and was also 
connected with a hardware store of that place. In 
April, 1868, he came to Lima, and in partnership 
with Eli P. King went into a hardware business in 
this city, continuing in it for about four years, when 
he sold his interest and established himself as a 
dealer in agricultural implements and buggies at 130 
East High Street. Until 1908 he continued this 
business and then retired. His death occurred April 
9, 1912. In 1890 he erected a fine frarne residence 
at 714 West North Street, and here his widow is 
still living. 

During the war between the States Mr. Parham 
did his duty as a loyal Union man, serving as 
corporal of Company G. One Hundred and Thirty- 
First Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served for one 
hundred days. On June 30, 1863, he enlisted in 
Company B, Fourteenth Battalion, Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, under Captain King, and did guard duty 
at Johnson Island, receiving his honorable discharge 
April 2, 1866. 

On April 18, 1868, Mr. Parham was married 
to Sarah B. Howland, who was born at Revenge, 
Portage County, Ohio, December 29, 1852, a daugh- 
ter of Frank and Margaret (Armstrong) Howland, 
natives of Connecticut and Ireland. The paternal 
grandparents of Mrs. Parham were Benjamin and 
Abigail Howland, and they were born in Connecticut, 
he being a direct descendant of John Howland, who 
was born in England and came to Plymouth, Massa- 
chusetts, on the historic “Mayflower.” Mr. and 
Mrs. Parham have one daughter, Edith, who mar- 
ried Frank Kelley, of Huntington, Indiana. Mr. and 
Mrs. Kelley have three children, namely: . Mary 
Elizabeth, Henry Parham and Joseph Allen. Mr. and 
Parham became connected with Trinity Methodist 
Episcopal Church upon coming to Lima, and he 
was on its official board as recording secretary for 
about thirty years. A republican, he served in the 
city council for several terms, and was ever mindful 
of the best interests of his community. Mr. Parham 


belonged to the Masonic fraternity and to the local 
post of the Grand Army of the Republic. It would 
have been difficult to find a man who was more 
deserving of the esteem and confidence of his neigh- 
bors than this kind-hearted, upright, honorable 
Christian gentleman, and his memory is still cher- 
ished by those who knew him. 


CuHarLes Frep Mazen has been instrumental in 
giving Lima its chief industry representing the 
clothing trades, and is president and executive head 
of the Apex Skirt & Dress Company, a business 
whose products are distributed through many of the 
states of the Union. 

Mr. Malzen, who began his experience in garment 
manufacture as a boy, was born at Buffalo, New 
York, August 30, 1873. His parents, Charles Fred 
and Mary Marie (Yeager) Malzen, came from Ger- 
many, locating at Buffalo, where the father had 
charge of the coal docks of S. Williams & Company. 
Both parents are now deceased, the mother having 
died while visiting her son in Lima. 

Charles Fred Malzen attended the German par- 
ochial schools at Buffalo and began earning his own 
living at the age of thirteen. Aside from five 
months of experience his first job, as an employe 
of J. M. Pierce & Company, manufacturers of bird 
cages and refrigerators, his work has always been 
in tailoring and garment manufacture. For seven 
years he went through the grades of apprenticeship 
and journeyman work for William Schworm, a mer- 
chant tailor. After that he was with Henderson & 
Lielsure, ladies’ tailors at Bradford, Pennsylvania. 

In the meantime he had become a member of 
Company C of the 16th Regiment of the Pennsyl- 
vania National Guard, and when the Spanish- 
American war came on he volunteered and was 
transferred to the First Division under General 
Glen, First Army Corps, and was sent to Porto 
Rico, but while on the way was taken ill and was 
returned to the hospital at Charleston, South Caro- 
lina. Discharged from hospital seventeen weeks 
later, he went to Buffalo and reported for duty, but 
was held in waiting seventy days until his regiment 
returned. He was mustered out of the United 
States service at Bradford, Pennsylvania, Decem- 
ber 27, 1898. 

After this military experience Mr. Malzen went 
to Cleveland, Ohio, and was employed at his trade 
as a ladies’ tailor for S. Korach & Company. He 
was with that firm until 1910, and on the first of 
June of that year came to Lima and with L. Mc- 
Elroy, engaged in the manufacture of skirts and 
dresses. Their partnership being dissolved a year 
and a half later, he then incorporated the Apex 
Skirt & Dress Company, of which he is president, 
with Lee Copeland, vice president, and B. L. Apple- 
man, secretary and treasurer. At the start the 
working force comprised only four, including the 
members of the company. Now the company em- 
ployes a hundred thirty-two experienced operators, 
and their output is sold through the states of Ohio, 
Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, California, Utah, Wisconsin, Iowa and Ne- 
braska. Their special lines of manufacture are 
dresses and aprons. Besides the business at Lima 
they conduct a plant at Napoleon, Ohio, and another 
at Spencerville. Mr. Malzen has personal charge of 
the Lima plant at 122-124 South Union street, where 
the business occupies two floors, 65 x 87 feet. 

Mr. Malzen is also a director in the Lima Coal 
Company, and is a stockholder in the Lily White 
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Oil Company and the Potter Motor Equipment Com- 
pany. He is a Republican, is a thirty-second de- 
gree Mason and Shriner, a member of Council No. 
17 of the United Commercial Travelers at Lima and 
a member of the Lima Club. 

His home is at 1217 Brice avenue. August 9, 
1893, he married Sadie A. Davis, who was born at 
Middlesex, Pennsylvania, daughter of Cyrus Clark 
and Elizabeth (Bridget) Davis. Her father was 
born in Scotland of Irish parentage and her mother 
in Ireland. Mr. and Mrs. Malzen have two children, 
both at home, Artridge and Mary. 


EuceNne Tuttius Lippincott. One of the leading 
lawyers and representative citizens of Allen County 
is Eugene T. Lippincott, of Lima. His has been an 
eminently active and useful life, but the limited space 
at the disposal! of the biographer forbids more than 
a casual mention of the leading events in his 
career, which will suffice to show that earnest en- 
deavor and honesty of purpose rightly applied and 
persistently followed will lead to unqualified success. 
He is not only prominent in his profession, but is 
a man of influence in local affairs, being looked upon 
as a man in thorough sympathy with any movement 
for the betterment or advancement in any way of 
the community. 

Eugene T. Lippincott was born in Allen County 
on September 22, 1877, and is the son of James M. 
and Mary E. (Stewart) Lippincott, of Beaver Dam, 
this county. On both the paternal and maternal 
sides he is descended from sterling old pioneer 
stock of this locality, his paternal grandparents being 
James Turner and Mary (Kidd) Lippincott, early 
settlers of Rockport, while on the maternal side 
he is descended from Alexander and Sarah (Rock- 
hill) Stewart, the former a native of Ross County, 
Ohio, and the latter of Allen County. Both families 
came to Allen County at a very early date and bought 
tracts of timber land, which they cleared and de- 
veloped into good farms. James M. and Mary E. 
Lippincott after their marriage settled on a farm 
that he owned at Beaver Dam, and there he still 
resides, at the age of seventy years. His wife died 
in March, 1910, at the age of fifty-six years. They 
became the parents of two children, the subject of 
this sketch and his brother and business partner, 
Otis T. 

Eugene T. Lippincott was reared at home and 
attended the public schools of his home neighbor- 
hood. Ambitious for a higher education and a pro- 
fessional career, he further pursued his studies in 
the Ohio Northern University, the Ohio Wesleyan 
University, Western Reserve University and the law 
department of the University of Chicago, where he 
was graduated in 1906. Immediately thereafter he 


came to Lima and engaged in the practice of his. 


profession, to which he has closely devoted his ener- 
gies since. He is in partnership with his brother, 
Otis T., and together they form one of the strongest 
and most successful law firms in this section of 
the state, enjoying large and lucrative clientele. Mr. 
Lippincott has been connected with much of the 
most important litigation in this and neighboring courts 
and has achieved a splendid record as a trial lawyer. 
In the trial of cases he is uniformly courteous to 
court and opposing counsel, caring little for display, 
‘never losing a point for the purpose of creating a 
favorable impression, but seeking to impress the jury 


rather by weight of facts in his favor and by clear 
and logical argument. 

Politically Mr. Lippincott is a republican and 
takes a keen interest in public affairs, especially as 
pertaining to the welfare of his community. In the 
fall of 1917 he was appointed assistant prosecuting 
attorney. He served so successfully in this capacity 
that in November, 1920, he was elected prosecuting 
attorney of Allen County by the largest majority 
ever given any candidate of any party. He and 
his wife are members of the Trinity ‘Methodist 
Episcopal Church, of which he is a member of the 
board of trustees. He is deeply interested in the 
wark of the Sunday school, in which he is the 
teacher of the Men’s Brotherhood class. Fraternally 
he is a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, the Tribe of Ben Hur, the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and the Loyal Order of 
Moose, all in Lima. He is also a member of the 
Lima Club and the Kiwanis Club. He is keenly in- 
terested in the breeding of high-class live stock, 
especially of registered Berkshire hogs and Jersey 
cattle, and has served as president of the American 
Berkshire Congress. He has given active support 
to a number of local business enterprises, and in 
many ways has demonstrated his public spirit and 
enterprise. 

In June, 1908, Mr. Lippincott was married to 
Myrtle A. Bowsher, of Shawnee Township, Allen 
County, the daughter of George Washington and 
Harriett (Arthur) Bowsher, who were born and 
reared in Auglaize County, Ohio. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Lippincott have been born two children, Naomi 
Rue and Janis Arthur. Because of his professional 
success, his interest in the welfare of the community 
and his sterling qualities of character Mr. Lippin- 
cott enjoys to a notable degree the confidence and 
good will of the entire community. 


Joun A. BEERMAN. It is proper to judge of a 
man’s life by the estimation in which he is held by 
his fellow citizens. They see him at his work, in 
the family circle, hear his views on public questions, 
witness how he conducts himself in all the relations 
of society and civilization, and are therefore com- 
petent to judge of his merits and demerits. In this 
connection it is not too much to say that the several 
members of the Beerman family have ever stood 
high in the estimation of their fellow citizens, for 
their conduct has been honorable in all the rela- 
tions of life and their duty well performed, whether 
in public or private life, and their success has been 
due to their industry, perseverance and common 
sense, qualities which have been especially mani- 
fested in the career of the subject of this sketch. 

John A. Beerman was born in Spencer township 
on May 5, 1886. His parents, William and Julia 
(Newhouser) Beerman, were natives of Hanover, 
Germany, where they were reared to maturity, were 
married and engaged in farming. Evenutally they 
came to the United States, settling on a farm west 
of Spencerville, Ohio, where they lived for a time, 
but, selling their first farm, they moved to Auglaize 
County and bought another farm, where they fived 
until retiring from active business affairs and mov- 
ing to Spencerville. Here Mr. Beerman died in 
June, 1919, being survived by his widow. They 
were members of the Reformed Church, in which he 
was an elder. They were the parents of four chil- 
dren, namely: Henry, of Spencer Township; Anna, 
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the wife of Elmer W. Wilkin, who is represented 
elsewhere in this work; John A., the immediate 
subject of this sketch, and Louise, the wife of 
Arthur Miller, of Amanda Township. 

John A. Beerman was reared on the home farm, 
which comprises his present home, and he received 
his educational training in the common schools. 
He has consistently devoted his entire life to agri- 
cultural pursuits, in which he has met with most 
pronounced success, being today considered one of 
the mos#*progressive farmers and enterprising citi- 
zens of ‘his township. He carries on general farm- 
ing operations, raising all the crops common to this 
locality, and his farm buildings and other improve- 
ments on the place are substantial and present an 
attractive prospect. In addition to tilling the soil 
he also gives some attention to the raising of pure- 
blood Plymouth Rock chickens, having a splendid 
flock of fine birds. 

Politically Mr. Beerman is a democrat. He and 
his wife are members of the Saint John Reformed 
Church, in which he is a deacon and active in all 
its work. He is a member and chancellor com- 
mander of Spencerville Lodge No. 251, Knights of 
Pythias, and he and his wife are members of the 
Pythian Sisters and of the American Insurance 
Union. He is a stockholder in the Farmers Union 
Elevator at Spencerville and gives his support to 
every movement or enterprise looking to the advance- 
ment of the general welfare of the community. 

Mr. Beerman was married to Myrtle M. Steiger, 
who was born in Spencer Township, the daughter of 
John S. Steiger, who died October 9, 1921. Mrs. 
Beerman has borne her husband the following chil- 
dren: Harold, William, Ruth and Esther. Mr. Beer- 
man has used his intellect to the best purposes, has 
directed his energies along legitimate lines and his 
career las been based on the wise assumption that 
nothing save industry, perseverance, sturdy integrity 
and fidelity to duty will lead to success. 


Dr. SAMUEL ALEXANDER BAXTER. It has been the 
pleasure of Mrs. Deborah Ellison Baxter, who lives 
in the fine old Baxter family homestead at 910 West 
Market Street in Lima, to commemorate her hus- 
band, the late Dr. Samuel A. Baxter, in the annals 
of Lima and community in the History of Allen 
County. In his lifetime Doctor Baxter was identi- 
fied with community interests both in a professional 
and business way. In 1906 he collaborated with 
P. A. Miller, Ph. D., in producing a local history, 
and as a public spirited citizen he was always inter- 
ested in the growth and development of the whole 
community. 

Doctor Baxter was born in Lima October 26, 1839, 
and he had witnessed its transformation. He was 
a son of Samuel A. and Nancy Miranda (Mason) 
Baxter who died in the ’60s. They had come from 
Virginia. The doctor had two older brothers, 
George and Alfred. By the second marriage of the 
father, to Anna Mason, there was a daughter, Nancy 
Miranda, wife of William Booth of Chicago. S. A. 
Baxter, the father, went from his home in Mary- 
land to Lancaster, where he was a hatter and 
furrier, later becoming manager and finally the 
owner of the business, and with it all he studied 
law. In 1838 he came to Lima and opened a hatter’s 
store and in 1847 he was admitted to the Allen 
County bar as an attorney at law. He was identified 
with all community enterprises and he served as 


mayor of Lima from April, 1851, to 1853, and in 
return for his business activities he acquired con- 
siderable land and town property. j 

In 1863 Doctor Baxter, who was the third son 
of S. A. Baxter, Sr., graduated from the Cincinnati 
Medical College, and he immediately enlisted as a 
physician in the Union army, receiving his commis- 
sion direct from Edwin M. Staiiton, Secretary of 
War. He was commissioned by Governor John 
Brough, of Ohio, to the Eighteenth Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, commanded by General Thomas Grosvenor, 
who was his personal friend from their boyhood 
days, and later he was made the assistant acting 
medical director of the department of Georgia under 
General James B. Stedman. 

At the close of the Civil war Doctor Baxter re- 
turned to Lima, where he engaged at once in the 
practice of medicine, and he was installed as health 
officer and placed in charge of the smallpox epidemic 
sweeping the community at the time. He nursed 
the dying and buried the dead, and in that terrible 
scourge he became so well known that he was called 
to attend the sick as far as fifty miles from Lima. 

Doctor Baxter was a good financier, and he 
became interested in many business enterprises of 
the community. He was secretary of the original 
gas company in Lima in the natural gas boom days. 
He established the City Bank of Lima and was 
president of the First National Bank. As secretary 
of the gas company he was manager of the arti- 
ficial gas plant and helped plan the construction of 
the natural gas plants. He promoted the Ohio and 
Indiana gas pipe lines when natural gas was so 
abundant in Allen County. 

Doctor Baxter was a strong factor in securing 
the Lima street car service, aiid he helped secure 
the buildings of the car works later consolidated 
with the Lima Locomotive and Machine Company. 
The Lake Erie and Western shops, the Chicago and 
Erie and the Ohio Southern railroads were largely 
secured for Lima through his aid and influence. 
There are always public spirited men who have 
definite vision of the future, and Doctor Baxter 
was that kind of a man. His influence was exerted 
in securing the Lima Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, and Lima College, and the future will wit- 
ness the result of his untiring effort in the com- 
munity welfare movements of the past. 

On June 19, 1866, Doctor Baxter married Deborah, 
a daughter of William P. and Hannah (Vaughn) 
Ellison, of Marlboro, Stark County. She was born 
May 28, 1845, in Stark County. The paternal ances- 
try, Samuel and Anna Ellison, had come from Vir- 
ginia to Stark County, and the maternal grand- 
parents, Matthew and Phoebe Vaughn, had come 
from Wales. All were pioneers in Stark County. 
The children born to Doctor and Mrs. Baxter are: 
Frank E. Baxter, of Lima; Don A.. who married 
Eda Leonard; Clem S., who married Blanche New- 
man, and has one daughter, Jean Baxter. Frederick 
H. Baxter, born November 29, 1885, died January 
8, 1917. Doctor Baxter died January 5, 1908, and his 
death was the removal from the community of one 
of its most loyal and enterprising citizens. The 
doctor voted with the democratic party. He was a 
Mason and a Shriner, and in every sense a progres- 
sive community man. 


Grorce Lestre Arters. While Spencerville is an 
old town and old center of substantial agricultural 


2 


pin ete ait 
dy eer aanieacrntat: 


HISTORY OF ALLEN COUNTY — 17 


community, it is assuming an industrial character, and 
a decided impetus to this direction of development 
has been given by the presence here of the Allen Fur- 
niture Manufacturing Company. This company is 
organized under the laws of Ohio, the chief executive 
officers being O. K. Wheelock, president; George 
Leslie Arters, vice president and manager; Wor ast. 
Patterson, secretary; J. B. Patterson, treasurer. 
At the present writing about thirty-five people, many 
of them highly skilled, are employed in the com- 
pany’s service, and the weekly payroll is about seven 
hundred dollars. The chief output of the company’s 
factory is a line of high grade buffets. 

The superintendent and manager of the plant at 
Spencerville has given most of his career to indus- 
trial companies, is a draftsman by profession and a 
designer and production engineer. He was born at 
Ross Mills, New York, July 17, 1884, a son of 
Henry and Maria (Ackley) Arters. His father was 
born at Youngsville. Pennsylvania, and his mother 
at Ackley Station, Pennsylvania, a town named in 
honor of her father, a business man and extensive 
land owner. In the family of Henry Arters and 
wife were six children, three of whom are still living, 
George Leslie, Clarence, of Corry, Pennsylvania, 
and May, wife of Guy Durling, of Corry. . 

George Leslie Arters spent his early life in a 
small village or on a farm, was educated in public 
schools, and later secured a diploma for work in the 
Scranton Correspondence School. He perfected his 
knowledge of drafting, and has used that effectively 
in his business and profession. Mr. Arters came 
to Spencerville as superintendent and manager of 
the furniture company on October 1, 1919. 

January 8, 1918, he married Elnore V. Stevens, 
daughter of James Odelle Stevens, of Silver Creek, 
New York. They have two sons, Stewart E. and 
Robert L. 


Rotia BuskirK HoLttanp. One of the most impor- 
tant lines of business in any community is that 
connected in any way with the handling of real 
estate, and this is especially true within recent years 
when the shortage of buildings for all purposes 
has become so acute, the operation of those stand- 
ing entailing largely increased expense so that a 
more than usual degree of astuteness is demanded 
of the realtors. One of the men who is proving 
his particular fitness for this business at Lima is 
Rolla B. Holland, whose offices are at 210 Holland 
Block. 

Rolla B. Holland was born at Lima, Ohio, on 
August 8, 1879, a son of Fred A. and Jessie (Shafer) 
Holland, he born at Tiffin, Ohio, and she at Smith- 
ville, Ohio. The paternal grandfather, S. K. Holland 
went to Lima at an early day and there established 
himself in a retail grocery business, being succeeded 
by his son, Fred A. Holland. The latter became one 
of the extensive business men of the city, and in 
1893 built the first five-story business and office 
block in Lima, to which in 1900 he made a large 
addition, and it is now the largest building of 
Allen County. His death occurred in 1916, but his 
widow survives and lives at 883 West Spring Street. 
Rolla B. Holland has a younger sister, Adda, of 
Lima, who married D. W. Morris, the two being 
the only children of their parents. 

Deaviie high school about 1897, Rolla B. Holland 
took a commercial course at the Lima Business 
College, and became an oil operator at Lima, and 


Vol. I1I—2 


then, about 1908, went to Portland, Oregon, as man- 
ager of the Star Drilling Machine Company, and 
remained in that city for three years, and then 
returned to Lima, and buying a farm in Shawnee 
Township, was occupied in conducting it for five 
years, then sold it, moved back to Lima, and became 
interested in handling city real estate, with offices in 
the block which bears his name. 

On October 20, 1908, Mr. Holland was united in 
marriage with Helen M. Mackenzie, born at Lima, 
a daughter of E. C. and Ella (Gorton) Mackenzie. 
Mr. and Mrs. Holland have the following children: 
Helen Kathryn, Fred Mackenzie, Rolla Buskirk, Jr., 
and Eugene Gorton. Mr. Holland is an Episcopalian, 
His political convictions are such as to make him a 
republican. Fraternally he is a Knight Templar 
Mason, belongs to the Mystic Shrine, and also to 
Lima Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. Mr. Holland has reached his pres- 
ent prosperity through his own endeavors, and he 
has also earned the respect and approbation of his 
associates in business as well as of his personal 
friends. 


G. P. Scunecc. The almost universal use of the 
automobile has brought into being a nmber of allied 
lines of business, chief of which is the garage for 
the housing and repair of cars. Some of the most 
expert machinists have gone into the garage busi- 
ness and found it very profitable. One of the men of 
Allen County who is thus meeting a popular demand 
is G. P. Schnegg, proprietor of. the Schnegg Garage 
of Bluffton, which is located at 331 North Main 
Street. 

G. P. Schnegg was born in Switzerland, June 21, 
1884, a son of Peter and Catherine (Lichty) Schnegg, 
both of whom were also born in Switzerland, where 
they were reared, educated and married. In 1889 
they came to the United States, and immediately after 
landing in this country located on a farm near 
Bluffton, Ohio, where they continued to live the 
remainder of their lives. They were consistent mem- 
bers of the Mennonites and took a very active part 
in their work. In politics he was a democrat. The 
children born to him and his wife were six in num- 
ber, and five are now living, namely: Christ, who 
is a farmer of Richland Township, Allen County; 
Jacob, who is a farmer of the same township as his 
brother; Fannie, who is deceased; Peter, who is a 
resident of Bluffton; Anna, who is the wife of 
Leonard Steger, of Richland Township; and G. P., 
who was the youngest. 

Growing up on his father’s farm under the care 
of watchful parents, G. P. Schnegg learned to be 
honest, industrious and thrifty from childhood, and 
has never forgotten the lessons then taught him. 
He attended the local schools and the Lima Business 
College, and was graduated therefrom after com- 
pleting the commercial course. 

For some years Mr. Schnegg was a traveling 
salesman for a woodenware firm, but after ten 
years of successful work in that line went into 
the automobile business in 1910, and had the agency 
for the Studebaker and Chevrolet cars, and also 
conducts a regular repair business and handles a 
full line of accessories. Mr. Schnegg owns the 
building he occupies with his garage business, and 
all that he possesses he has: earned himself. 

In 1909 Mr. Schnegg was united in marriage with 
Ova Bogart, who was born at Bluffton, Ohio, 
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February 22, 1893, a daughter of Joseph Bogart. 
Mrs. Schnegg was educated in the Bluffton public 
schools. Mr. and Mrs. Schnegg have had two chil- 
dren, namely: Oliver, who was born February 23, 
1910, died July 27, 1916; and Robert, who was born 
November 3, 1911. They are members of the 
Disciples Church and much interested in religious 
work in connection with it. Mr. Schnegg belongs 
to Lima Lodge, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, the United Commercial Travelers, and the 
Odd Fellows, and is popular in all of these 
organizations. 


Henry C. Apcate. The Adgates came to Allen 
County nearly ninety years ago, and the activities 
of three generations have been closely and fruitfully 
identified with agricultural enterprise here. The 
name is also honored for the best type of citizen- 
ship that has been exhibited by the people of that 
name. 

The founder of the family in Allen County was 
Charles H. Adgate, who was born in the New Eng- 
land State of Connecticut in 1797. He married Mary 
Carlyle, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1810. 
From eastern Ohio in 1834 they traveled overland 
by the wagon roads then cut out and rough trails 
into Allen County. Charles H. Adgate after his 
arrival bought a hundred and sixty acres in Shawnee 
Township. The greater part of that was covered 
with timber. It is the portion of the Adgate farm 
today owned by his grandson, Gouverneur H. Adgate, 
a prosperous farmer and public spirited citizen of 
that locality. The farm is interesting as exhibiting 
the progressive labors and toils of three generations 
of the Adgate family. Charles H. Adgate remained 
-a resident of Allen County until his death in Octo- 
ber, 1854. His widow survived him many years, 
passing away April 15, 1891. 

One of their children was the late Henry C. 
Adgate, whose long life was a commendable record 
of industry and integrity. He was born in Trum- 
bull County, Ohio, in 1834, just a short time before 
his parents brought him to Allen County. He and 
three of his brothers showed their patriotism by 
enlisting and serving for various periods as Union 
soldiers in the Civil war. Henry C. Adgate was 
an orderly sergeant with the Hundred Day Men, and 
acted as a guard at Washington. His brother, 
Gouverneur A. Adgate, who was born in Shawnee 
Township in 1842, enlisted in Company B of the 
Eighty-First Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was in 
some of the early campaigns in the Mississippi Val- 
ley with the army of Grant, and at the battle of 
Corinth, Mississippi, was killed October 3, 1862, 
being then only twenty years of age. His brother, 
Henry C. Adgate, brought his remains home and he 
was laid to rest in the Shawnee Cemetery. Another 
brother, Hart C. Adgate, was born in Shawnee 
Township in 1840, served with the Ninety-Ninth 
Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and lived for 
nearly half a century after the war, finally meeting 
his death by accident in 1911. The fourth soldier 
representative of this generation was Charles H. 
-Adgate, who was born in Shawnee Township in 
1844 and enlisted in 1864 in Company D, Fifty-fourth 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Second Division, under 
John A. Logan was in the battle of Resaca and the 
chief engagements of the Atlanta campaign and was 
discharged at Little Rock, Arkansas, in July, 1865. 
He died in 1908. 


Charles H. and wife had one daughter, Margaret 
Ann, born in 1832 and who died in her twenty-first 
year. 

Henry C. Adgate married Cynthia S. Beal, who 
was born in Wayne County, New York, daughter 
of Seth Deal of that state. After their marriage 
Henry C. Adgate and wife settled on a farm they 
owned in Shawnee Township. For half a century 
Henry C. Adgate devoted his labors to farming in 
that community and he was eighty-four years of 
age when death called him December 15, 1918. He 
was a republican in politics, though well satisfied to 
perform his duties as a citizen without seeking public 
office. He was a member of Mart Armstrong Post, 
Grand Army of the Republic, at Lima. His first 
wife died on the farm August 25, 1872, the mother 
of two children, Gouverneur H. and Charles B. 
For his second wife Henry C. Adgate married Belle 
S. Stockton, who died in 1889. 

Gouverneur H. Adgate was born November 2, 
1863, on the farm where he lives today in section 
11 of Shawnee Township. He attended the district 
schools at different times, and advanced his educa- 
tion in the Ohio Northern University at Ada, grad- 
uated in a commercial course from Valparaiso Uni- 
versity of Indiana in the spring of 1888. Since then, 
a period of a third of a century, his energies have 
almost wholly been devoted to the farm. The home- 
stead comprised 278 acres, including the 160 first 
settled by his grandfather. Mr. G. H. Adgate inher- 
ited the property at the death of his father. He 
has a fine new residence in addition to the old home 
on the farm and gives effective direction to the 
management of his property, notwithstanding the 
handicap imposed upon him when in a railroad acci- 
dent May 29, 1904, he lost his right arm above the 
elbow. Mr. Adgate votes as a republican, but like 
his father is no aspirant for public honors. 

i 

CuHartes B. ApcATE, a son of the late Henry C. 
Adgate of Shawnee Township, was a talented law- 
yer and his professional career added some special 
distinctions to the favorable reputation which the 
family name of Adgate has borne through so many 
years in Allen County. 

Charles B. Adgate was born in Shawnee Township 
August 27, 1865, son of Henry C. and Cynthia S. 
(Beal) Adgate. He acquired a liberal education, 
beginning in the country schools of Shawnee Town- 
ship, continuing through the city schools of Lima, 
also attended the Ohio Northern University at Ada 
and the Cincinnati Law School. Admitted to the 
bar in 1888, he began practice at Lima, but in a 
short time removed to Wahoo, Nebraska, and for 
two years practiced in partnership with I. K. Perky. 
Returning to Lima he was later elected city solicitor, 
and was re-elected, serving five years, 1894-5-6-7-8. 
In the meantime he became associated with W. H. 
Cunningham, in the law firm of Cunningham & 
Adgate. On the elevation of Mr. Cunningham to 
the bench A. L. Graham took over his law practice 
and subsequently the partnership of Graham & 
Adgate was formed, a relationship that continued 
until a few years before the death of Mr. Adgate. 

Charles B. Adgate died June 26, 1907. He never 
married, and his energies and enthusiasm were com- 
pletely absorbed in his profession, though he also 
took an active part in politics. Mr. Adgate was a 
member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
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Elks, Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
Knights of Pythias. 

SAMUEL V. SwisHER. The character of a com- 
munity or country is not always determined by those 
whose eloquence resounds in the Senate chamber, or 
commands the armies of defense. These are but the 
servants of the people; the mouthpieces of men who 
put them in charge of affairs. The real citizens of 
importance, during the normal times of peace, are 
those who quietly, day by day, maintain business 
houses of repute, and supply legitimate demands of a 
growing populace. The captains of industry who 
command the army of producers are always men of 
portent, for upon them and their cohorts depend the 
well being of many and the prosperity of all. Lima 
has for years attracted to it men of affairs. Here 
for many decades have been centered important 
interests, while with the growth of population of 
the city has come a never ceasing demand for all 
kinds of manufactured commodities, and especially, 
of late years, has that connected with lumber been 
especially insistent. To meet this demand readily 
and profitably has taken brains and skill, and one of 
the men who early say the possibilities of the saw- 
milling industry at this point and entered it is 
Samuel V. Swisher, who of late years has been 
assisted by his sons. 

Samuel V. Swisher was born in Amada Township, 
Allen County, Ohio, June 21, 1863, a son of Silas 
and Augusta (Long) Swisher, natives of Pennsyl- 
vania and Germany, respectively. Silas Swisher 
was a farmer of Amanda Township until 1865, when 
he moved to Sugar Creek Township in the same 
county, and there he and his wife both passed away. 

Samuel V. Swisher was reared on the farm and 
attended the district schools, and adopted farming 
as his calling. In February, 1889, he was united in 
marriage with Hattie Jacobs, a daughter of James 
Jacobs, of Sugar Creek Township. Following his 
marriage Mr. Swisher was engaged in farming in 
Sugar Creek Township for six years, and then 
came to Lima, and for four years conducted a 
grocery business, but then sold it and purchased a 
saw-mill on the corner of Jackson street and Find- 
lay road, which he has since conducted. Recently 
he took his sons Otto and Donald into partnership 
with him. The firm manufacture all kinds of lumber 
and are doing a large business. 

The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Swisher are 
as follows: Fay, who is Mrs. William Murray of 
American Township; Otto and Donald, both of 
whom reside at Lima; and Algernon, who is at home. 
Mr. Swisher belongs to the Wesley Chapel Methodist 
Episcopal Church of American Township, and has 
been one of its trustees since 1900. In politics he is 
a democrat. The prosperity which has crowned the 
efforts of this eminently successful man has been 
attained through his own unaided endeavors, and he 
deserves all the more credit because he is the archi- 
tect of his own fortune and does not owe what he 
possesses to inherited wealth or powerful influences. 


Witu1AmM Nerr. The land on which for many 
years he has pursued his well ordered occupation as 
a farmer and stock raiser is about half a mile east 
of where William Neff was born. The farm is close 
to the site of historic Fort Amanda, and is located 
in Amanda Township six miles southeast of Spen- 
cerville on the Fort Amanda road. 


Mr. Neff was born over the line in Auglaize 
County March 28, 1863, son of Christ and Magdalena 
(Hager) Neff. His father was born in Wuertem- 
berg, Germany, his mother in Baden, Germany, and 
he was four years of age when his parents brought 
him to America and settled in Marion County, Ohio. 
He grew up there and married, lived on a farm in 
that county and subsequently moved to Auglaize 
County, where he spent the rest of his days. He and 
his wife were very devout in their church relations, 
and originally German Methodists but later members 
of the Christian Union Church. Politically he was 
a democrat. Of eight children born to their mar- 
riage seven are still living: John of Auglaize County; 
Catherine, unmarried; Louise, deceased; Lewis of 
Lima; William; Mary, wife of Gus Owen; George 
of Portland, Oregon; and Samuel, a resident of 
Allen County, 

William Neff grew up on his father’s farm in 
Auglaize County, received competent instruction in 
the public schools, and made his first efforts toward 
a livelihood as a practical farmer. In January, 1889, 
he married Miss Effie Baker, who was born in 
Auglaize County September 2, 1867. Mrs. Neff died 
in July, 1911. Her only daughter, Jemima, is the 
wife of C. V. Whetstone of Auglaize County. 

Not loug after his marriage Mr. Neff moved to his 
present farm, where he has 130 acres, part of it in 
Auglaize County. He has been a successful breeder 
of Percheron horses and Shropshire sheep, and 
besides his farm and stock interests he is a stock- 
holder in the Mutual Telephone-Company of Buck- 
land. He has held every office in the township except 
township clerk. Mr. Neff is a member of the Shaw- 
nee Grange and for years has taken an active part 
in the Christian Union Church. 


Horace E, Simonton, commercial agent of the 
Lima Telephone & Telegraph Company, Inc., has 
been actively concerned in the development and 
upbuilding of its fine system and_ substantial 
business. 

Horace Earl Simonton was born at Lebanon, 
judicial center of Warren County, Ohio, October 
11, 1878, and is a son of Duncan C. and Rose 
(Cameron) Simonton. The lineage of Mr. Simon- 
ton traces to staunch Scotch and Welsh origin, and 
his paternal great-grandfather was an early settler 
in the State of Pennsylvania, where he remained 
until his death. His son Joseph was reared and 
educated in the old Keystone State, whence he came 
to Ohio and established his residence in the City of 
Cincinnati, where he engaged in mercantile business. 
Duncan C. Simonton was born in that city, a son 
of Joseph Simonton, and there he received his early 
education. At the age of eighteen years he became 
a resident of Lebanon, Warren County, where 
eventually he developed a substantial industrial enter- 
prise as a manufacturer of carriages. He long con- 
tinued as one of the representative business men 
and influential citizens of that city, and his death 
occurred in 1909, his wife having passed away in 
1903, Horace E. being the youngest of their three 
children, and the other two are deceased. 

Horace E. Simonton was a boy at the time of his 
parents’ removal from Lebanon to Dayton, in which 
latter city he was afforded the advantages of the 
public schools. At the age of fourteen years he there 
took a position as messenger in the office of the 
American Express Company, and by his efficiency 
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and fidelity he won advancement, his services having 
included the driving of an express wagon, the duties 
of billing clerk and other office work. Finally he was 
made the company’s messenger on the Big Four 
Railroad between Cincinnati and Cleveland. He 
continued in the employ of the express company 
until he was twenty years of age, when he resigned. 
He had conserved his earnings and at this juncture 
he drew on the same to defray the expenses of a 
course in Beck’s Commercial College at Dayton. 
Thereafter he established himself with his father in 
the retail coal business at Dayton, and after success- 
fully continuing this enterprise five years he was for 
several years a successful traveling salesman. 

In the year 1900 Mr. Simonton took a position 
as collector with the Central Union Telephone Com- 
pany at Dayton, and later he became a solicitor for 
the contract department. His energy and ability 
led to his being made manager of a crew of tele- 
phone canvassers, or solicitors, and such was his 
success in this executive post that he was made the 
head of “The Flying Squadron” of telephone solici- 
tors assigned to special service in the company’s 
Ohio territory. After resigning his position with 
this corporation Mr. Simonton accepted that of 
commercial manager with the Dayton Home Tele- 
phone Company. In this capacity he again made a 
characteristically effective record, and he continued 
his alliance with the Dayton company until 1911, when 
he removed to Lima and soon became identified 
with the Lima Telephone & Telegraph Company, to 
the affairs of which he has since given the major 
part of his time and attention. He is a stockholder 
in the North Electric Manufacturing Company af 
Galion, Ohio, as is he also in the Mechanics Build- 
ing and Loan Association of Lima, besides which he 
is interested in the development of oil properties in 
the State of Wyoming. 

While his initiative and executive abilty has gained 
him advancement and high reputation in connection 
with business affairs, Mr. Simonton has also found 
time and opportunity to give effective service in fur- 
therance of the cause of the republican party, in the 
councils of which he is an influential figure in 
Allen County. He is serving in 1920 as secretary 
of the Republican Executive Committee of the county, 
and is a member of the Board of Deputy State 
Supervisors of Elections, a position to which he was 
appointed by Hon. Charles Q. Hildebrandt, secretary 
of state, which reappointment by the latter’s suc- 
cessor, Hon. William D. Fulton. On December 7, 
1917, Mr.. Simonton was made chairman of the 
Allen County War Savings Committee, and he entered 
earnestly and loyally into the patriotic work inci- 
dental to the furtherance of Government activities 
in connection with the great World war. He 
assisted in conducting the first military registration 
for Allen County, had supervision of the voting of 
the soldiers at Camp Sherman, Chillicothe, Ohio, 
and at Camp Sheridan, Montgomery, Alabama, as a 
member of the Ohio Board of Elections in the fall of 
1917, and he took a specially active and effective part 
in the furtherance of the various war loans and the 
drives in support of the work of the Salvation Army 
and the Red Cross. He served as chairman of the 
home-service division of the Allen County Chapter 
of the American Red Cross. In June, 1919, 
Mr. Simonton became chairman of the Allen County 
citizens’ committee in the associate membership cam- 
paign for the National Council of Boy Scouts of 


America. In short he is a vital, loyal and patriotic 
citizen whose influence and aid are always to be 
counted upon in the support of measures advanced 
for the general good of his home community and 
the well bemg of his home state and the nation. 
He is actively identified with the Rotary Club of 
Lima, in which he is a member of the civics com- 
mittee, and he served as assistant chief of the local 
organization of the American Protective League, a 
position in which he continued the incumbent until 
February, 1919. In his home city he is affiliated 
with the various York Rite bodies of the Masonic 
fraternity, including Shawnee Commandery No. 14, 
Knights Templar; at Toledo he has received in the 
Consistory of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite the 
thirty-second degree, and in the City of Cincinnati 
he is affiliated with Syrian Temple of the Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 
He holds membership in Lima Lodge No. 54, Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks; the Lima Cham- 
ber of Commerce; and Lima Council No. i7, United 
Commercial Travelers of America. Both he and his 
wife hold membership in Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Lima. He is one of the vigorous, alert 
and progressive citizens of the Allen County metrop- 
olis and has secure place in popular confidence and 
esteem. Through his own efforts Mr. Simonton has 
achieved worthy success, and in addition to his 
varied business investments he is the owner of city 
and farm property. 

In the year 1906 was solemnized the marriage of 
Mr. Simonton to Miss E. Ellen Sherman, daughter 
of Aaron and Lucinda Viola (Funk) Sherman of 
Lima, and the three children of this union are 
Janice Imogene, Doris Virginia and Louetta Rose. 


JosHua C. STAyNeEr, clerk of Spencer Township 
and recorder of vital statistics of the Fifteenth Divi- 
sion, comprising Armand and Spencer townships, 
is one of the best known men of Allen County. He 
was born in Juniata County, Pennsylvania, on 
November 9, 1839, a son of Stewart and Nancy A. 
(Law) Stayner, both of whom were born in Juniata 
County, Pennsylvania. Joshua and John W. Stayner 
are the only survivors of the children of their 
parents. 

Having been brought to Allen County when a boy, 
Joshua Stayner attended school in Salem Township, 
Auglaize County, and assisted his father in operating 
the homestead. Later on he began farming for him- 
self, and was so engaged when the war broke out 
between the states. His sympathies being enlisted 
on the side of the Union, he offered his country his 
services and became a member of Company E, One 
Hundred and Eighteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
on August 20, 1862. Prior to that he had been in 
a three-month regiment. Mr. Stayner remained in 
the service until the close of the war and was dis- 
charged as an orderly sergeant. 

Upon his return to Ohio he was married in 
Auglaize County, Ohio, to Catherine L. Robbins, who 
is now deceased. She bore him three children, 
namely: Calvin L., who died at the age of eighteen 
years; Lennie W., who married John H. Neihart of 
Delphos, Ohio; and Grace C., who is secretary of the 
Spencerville Telephone Company and lives with her 
father. Mr. Stayner never remarried. He is a 
democrat and was elected on his party ticket clerk 
of Spencer Township, and has held that office for a 
number of years. Until recently he was engaged in 
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farming, but then retired and moved to Spencer- 
ville, which is still his place of residence. Having 
been in Allen County for so many years he is thor- 
oughly posted as to its history and possibilities, and 
is enthusiastic with reference to its future. 


Rev. GeorceE Ritey. While he was one of the 
Pioneers of Allen County in the ’30s, there is a still 
broader historical significance to the name and career 
of Rev. George Riley, who exemplified all the devo- 
tion of a self-sacrificing minister of the gospel in 
pioneer and frontier communities, and was one of the 
early Indian missionaries of Ohio. 

He was of Scotch-Irish ancestry, and was born at 
Medford, Burlington County, New Jersey, August 
27, 1792. He was reared and educated in the East, 
and on November 19, 1826, he married at Mount 
Holly, New Jersey, Meribah Springer Peacock. The 
Peacock family originated in Scotland, Meribah 
Springer Peacock whose birthplace was also at 
Medford, New Jersey, was born November 9, 1805, 
daughter of Adonijah and Elizabeth Peacock. Her 
great-grandfather John Peacock of New Jersey was 
deputy surveyor of the Colonial Government. Her 
grandfather Adonijah, Sr., owned a powder mill. At 
the time of the Revolution while making powder for 
Washington’s army an explosion in the mill killed 
him. On her mother’s side she was a direct descend- 
ant of Lady Kendreckson, companion to Queen 
Elenora of Sweden. The family kept the title until 
coming to America in the early days of the colonies. 

Rey. George Riley soon after his entry into the 
ministry came to Ohio, and for three years had the 
difficult task of acting as a missionary at Lebanon 
to the Wyandotte Indians, where he and his wife 
lived in the complete simplicity of frontier days. He 
then went to Upper Sandusky for a year, where he 
built a mission house for the use of the Indians. In 
1835 he moved to Springfield, Ohio, but after a few 
months came in the fall of 1835 to Allen County. 
In this county he bought from the Government what 
is now the Failor farm. He cleared off the land, 
developed it to agricultural purposes, and in that 
community his industrious years were spent until his 
death in 1882. Through his influence and help Wes- 
ley Chapel Church was built. This was one of the 
first churches in the county, and he attended regu- 
larly to his duties in the pulpit there until his death. 
While he fully discharged his responsibilities to his 
family, he was always keenly interested in the relig- 
ious and moral life around him, and was one of the 
truly noble men of the community. 

Mrs. Meribah Riley, who survived him three years, 
was a woman or rare refinement and charm. Her 
brave and courageous spirit was a constant source of 
encouragement to her husband and family in the 
pioneer days of the county. This noble couple were 
the parents of nine children, five sons and four 
daughters. 


Joun C. Hocustetrter. Lying as it does in the 
midst of a rich agricultural region, Bluffton does a 
large business in handling various produce, especially 
in grain, and one of the concerns connected with the 
grain trade at this point is that operated under the 
name of the Farmers Grain Company, of which 
‘John C. Hochstettler is manager. He was born in 
Richland Township, Allen County, January 5, 1871, a 
son of Isaac and Anna (Lanby) Hochstettler, the 
former of whom was born in Pennsylvania in 1840, 


and the latter in Switzerland in 1839, She was 
brought to the United States by her parents in 1846, 
so was practically reared in this country. After a 
time spent in Seneca County, Ohio, the Lanby family 
moved to Allen County, locating on a farm three 
miles south of Bluffton, and there both Mr. and Mrs. 
Lanby died. Isaac Hochstettler was brought to Ohio 
by his parents when he was a boy, and they settled 
three and one-half miles southwest of Bluffton. 
After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Hochstettler set- 
tled on a farm in Richland Township, and there she 
died in 1904, following which he moved to Bluffton, 
and lived there until his death in February, 1916. 
He and his wife belonged to the Missionary Baptist 
Church of Pandora, Ohio. They had twelve chil- 
dren, of whom six survive, namely: Lydia, who is 
the wife of G. Badentscher; Leah, who is the wife 
of Calvin Hauenstein; John C., whose name heads 
this review; Levi, who is engaged in farming four 
miles southwest of Bluffton; Henry, who is manager 
of the Mount Cora Elevator Company at Bluffton; 
Jacob, who is in the cement business at Bluffton; 
and Anna, who died in August, 1920, was the wife 
of Eli Settler. 

John C. Hochstettler was reared on the homestead 
and after he had completed the courses in the public 
schools became a college student. For two years he 
was engaged in teaching school, but decided that he 
preferred a business life, and so, going to Rossville, 
Indiana, embarked in a grain business with his 
brother, and remained there for six years, when he 
sold his interests there and, returning to the home- 
stead, was occupied with farming for six years. In 
1910 he moved to Bluffton and went into a livestock 
and grain business, conducting it very profitably until 
1919, when he sold to the Farmers Grain Company, 
of which he has since been manager. A man of wide 
experience in the grain trade, he is able to super- 
intend the affairs of his company with commendable 
efficiency. 

On June 21, 1896, Mr. Hochstettler was married - 
to Lydia Stettler, who was born in Richland Town- 
ship, just one mile from his birthplace, and they were 
schoolmates, and both taught the same school at 
different times, she remaining in the educational field 
for a period of five years. Mr. and Mrs. Hochstet- 
tler became the parents of five children, as follows: 
Paul, who was graduated from the Bluffton High 
School, is now attending Bluffton College; Ruth, 
who was also graduated from Bluffton High School, 
is now attending Bluffton College, and both she 
and her brother have taught school; Arthur, who is 
attending the Bluffton High School; Claude, who is 
attending the Bluffton High School; and Donald, 
who is attending the graded schools. The family 
all belong to the Reformed Church. In politics a 
democrat, Mr. Hochstettler was for a time a member 
of the School Board in Rossville, Indiana. In addi- 
tion to his other interests he owns a one-half interest 
in a cement block business with his brother, Jacob 
Hochstettler, and is a stockholder in the Citizens 
National Bank of Bluffton, one of the newly organ- 
ized and dependable financial institutions of Allen 
County. In every walk of life Mr. Hochstettler has 
proven his worth, and is held in the highest esteem 
by his fellow citizens. 


Joun Grenn MepaucH. The excellent business 
standing of John Glenn Medaugh among the citizens 
of Spencerville rests upon many years of activity, 
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but principally is it the outgrowth of the successful 
coal business which he has maintained for some 
years. He is further known as a business man of 
natural abilities and as a citizen whose public spirit 
has led him to actively support worthy movements 
promulgated in his community. 

Mr. Medaugh was born in Van Wert County, Ohio, 
February 22, 1876, a son of John and Emily (Carter) 
Medaugh. His father, born in the same county 
March 8, 1842, was a soldier of the Union during the 
struggle between the North and the South, having 
enlisted in Company A, Ninety-Ninth Regiment, 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with which he served unti) 
the close of the war. Following his military service 
he went back to his native county and then to 
Adams County, Indiana, where he met and married 
Emily Carter, who was born in southeastern Ohio 
August 19, 1839. They then settled on a farm in 
Van Wert County, Ohio, where they passed the rest 
of long and honorable lives in the pursuits of the 
soil. Mr. Medaugh was a republican and served his 
township as a member of the Board of Trustees for 
several years. He and his worthy wife were active 
members of the United Brethren Church, and the 
parents of five children: Norman R., who is engaged 
in agricultural operations in Van Wert County; Etta, 
the wife of C. S. Walters, also a farmer in that 
county; William M., who is tilling the soil in Warren 
County, this state; Mrs. Nina Smyle of Decatur, 
Indiana; and John Glenn. 

John G. Medaugh was reared on the home farm 
in Van Wert County, where he received his educa- 
tion in the public schools and started to work for 
himself at the age of eighteen years. He applied 
himself first to farming, later worked in the fields 
with a threshing outfit and then secured employment 
in the brick yards, keeping in view all the time his 
goal of becoming the proprietor of a business of his 
own. On August 8, 1895, Mr. Medaugh was united 
in marriage with Miss Della Brown, one of the 
eleven children of Samuel A. and Maria (Kessler) 
Brown, and following their union they settled on a 
farm, on which they resided for three years. 
Mr. Medaugh then embarked in the draying businéss 
at Ohio City, Ohio, in which he remained two years, 
his next experience being in the butcher business, 
which he followed six years at Ohio City and several 
years at Spencerville. He was also the proprietor of 
a restaurant at Spencerville for four years and fol- 
lowed carpentry for a like period, and March 8, 1920, 
embarked in the coal business. He has already built 
up a good patronage, and is respected for his many 
amiable and excellent traits of character, and for 
the example of sterling manhood which he has con- 
tributed to the annals of his adopted Town of Spen- 
cerville. He is the owner of the property upon 
which his coal yard is situated, and has also a com- 
fortable and modern home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Medaugh are the parents of the 
following children: Russell A., now of Lima, who 
enlisted for service in the World war, went to 
France with the machine gun corps, was wounded 
at Toul, France, and on his return married Louise 
Berryman; Reah M., also a graduate of the Spencer- 
ville High School, and now a teacher in the public 
schools of this place; Coila A., a high school grad- 
uate; Carl G. and Carlon, who are still attending 
school; Rex Eugene, born March 9, 1921, 
Mr. Medaugh is a republican and takes a good citi- 
zen’s interest in public affairs in his community. 


Cuartes A. GRAHAM, of Lima, belongs to one of 
the early pioneer families. He was born November 
17, 1864, in Union Township, Auglaize County (then 
Allen County) in the same log house, erected in 
1832, in which his father, John Graham, was born 
July 1, 1839. His mother, Mary (Tussing) Graham, 
was boin July 24, 1840, in Franklin County, and 
moved to Allen County with her parents, John and 
Delilah Tussing, when a mere child. 

The paternal grandparents, Charles and Cassa Ann 
(Logan) Graham, built their hewed log house in 
1832. The paternal grandfather immigrated from 
Ireland, being of Scotch descent, while the paternal 
grandmother was of English descent. They purchased 
from the United States Government a quarter section 
of land which is still owned by the Graham family, 
Charles A. Graham owning eighty acres of it and 
his two brothers the remainder of the farm, the 
original deed still being preserved. The grandfather, 
Charles Graham, met an accidental death in 1852, 
leaving his oldest son, John, the only support of his 
widowed mother, as well as of his two younger 
brothers, Thomas and Christopher, and of his sister, 
Rhoda. Thomas was killed in battle during the 
Civil war, Rhoda died when a young girl and Chris- 
topher served as a volunteer soldier throughout the 
Civil war and resides on his farm in Perry Township. 

John, the father of the subject of this sketch, died 
December 1, 1913, and his wife (the mother) Octo- 
ber 27, 1919, after spending their entire married life 
on the same farm noted as one of the most carefully 
kept in the entire community. Both were active 
members of the Cherry Grove Christian Church, the 
father for many years being the main support thereof 
in the erection of the church edifice, as well as in the 
maintaining of the organization. He would not 
accept political office of any kind, although fre- 
quently urged so to do, even declining to serve after 
being elected, preferring to devote his entire time 
and energy to his farm, his home and his church. 

The children born to John and Mary Graham 
are: Charles A. Graham of Lima; Thomas H. Gra- 
ham and Anna D. (Graham) White, both living 
in Union Township, Auglaize County; and George 
W. Graham of Perry Township, Allen County. 

Charles A. Graham supplemented his common 
school education by attending the Ohio Northern 
University at Ada and for twenty years was a teacher 
in the public schools of Allen County, eleven of 
which were in the district schools, eight years super- 
intendent of the LaFayette and Jacksoi Township 
schools, and he finished his school work as superinten- 
dent of the Spencerville schools. During this time 
he served six years as county school examiner. 
Mr. Graham received the appointment of deputy 
clerk of courts of Allen County, serving three years 
in that capacity and in 1908 was elected clerk of 
courts of Allen County, serving with distinction two 
terms, from August 1, 1909, to August 1, 1913. 
Mr. Graham was one of the organizers of the Cen- 
tral Building and Loan Company, being elected a 
member of its first board of directors when organ- 
ized, September 3, 1906, since which time he has 
served continuously and since February 1, 1908, has 
been its secretary. The remarkable growth of this 
financial institution as well as his success as a teachei 
are evidences of his devotion to duty. 

On August 18, 1888, Charles A. Graham married 
Eva Inez Wonnell of South Warsaw, Allen County. 
She was a daughter of Edward and Mary Jane 
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(Smith) Wonnell. The father was born April 10, 
1836, and died May 14, 1917, having always lived in 
Allen County. He was a son of William and Sarah 
(Stiles) Wonnell, who became residents of Allen 
County in 1836, securing their land from the State 
of Ohio the same year. William Wonnell was of 
English descent, a native of the State of Delaware, 
his father immigrating from England. Sarah (Stiles) 
Wonnell was also of English descent and a daughter 
of Jonathan Stiles, a native of Vermont. 

Edward Wonnell was a merchant of South War- 
saw for nearly forty years, during more than thirty 
of which he served as postmaster, receiving his 
appointment and commission from President Lin- 
coln. He was a volunteer soldier in the Civil war, 
and helped promote the organization of the Grand 
Army of the Republic at Lima, in which organization 
he remained a member until his death. Mary Jane 
(Smith) Wonnell, who was born January 5, 1838, 
and died October 25, 1916, was a daughter of Robert 
and Rebecca (Turner) Smith, who were also early 
citizens of Ohio. He was a native of Fairfield 
County, while she was born in Uniontown, Pennsyl- 
vania, from where she moved to Fairfield County, 
Ohio, and married in the year 1837. Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Wonnell were active members and strong 
supporters of the Olive Chapel Methodist Episcopal 
Church until called to their eternal home. 

Among the very early settlers who were closely 

related to the Graham and Wonnell families were 
William Graham, Sr., Christopher Graham, Sr., and 
Catherine (Graham) Martin, brothers and sisters, 
respectively, of Charles Graham, the grandfather of 
Charles A. Graham; John R. Logan, David Logan, 
Alpheus Logan and James Logan, brothers of Cassa 
Ann (Logan) Graham; Jonathan Stiles, who settled 
in this wilderness in 1834 and his children, George 
Stiles, Joseph Stiles, Elias Stiles, Demaris (Stiles) 
Snyder, Louisa (Stiles) DeWeese, brothers and 
sisters, respectively, of Sarah (Stiles) Wonnell. 
’ The Grahams, Logans, Wonnells, Stiles, Tussings, 
Smiths and Martins were suited to the times in which 
they lived, all living in the same community, devoted 
to one another, sturdy in character, active in religious 
and educational affairs and strong factors in the 
early civilization of Ohio. One of the greatest fac- 
tors of the success of these early pioneers was the 
strong devotion of the wives and mothers, which 
has been one of the characteristics from the first 
settlers to the present time. As neighbors these early 
settlers spent their entire lives in clearing away the 
wilderness, developing their farms, training their 
children to become useful citizens, and establishing 
schools and churches, which are to this day main- 
tained by their descendants. 

The children born to Charles A. Graham and his 
devoted wife (to whom he gives much of the credit 
for his success in life) are: Helen Estelle, deputy 
clerk of courts of Allen County, and Russell Tho- 
burn, assistant secretary of the Central Building and 
Loan Company, who on September 3, 1919, was 
united in marriage to Loretta Sonderman, a daughter 
of John and Bessie Sonderman of Lima, formerly 
of Wendelin, Mercer County. 

Charles A. Graham and family are members of the 
Christian Church, in which he has served in many 
official capacities and has taken especial interest in 
State Sunday School work and the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. In a social way Mr. Graham 


belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks No. 54 of Lima, Modern Woodmen of America, 
Royal Arcanum and all the various branches of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in which 
order he represented. his district in the Grand 
Encampment of Ohio for eight years and is now past 
grand patriarch of Ohio and representative to the 
Sovereign Grand Lodge. His home is at 320 Elm- 
wood place. Always active in politics, social, busi- 
ness and religious affairs, few men are better known 
in Allen County than Charles A. Graham. 


Frank H. Komminsx. Clearly defined purpose 
and consecutive effort in the affairs of life will 
inevitably result in the attaining of a due measure 
of success, but in following out the career of one 
who has attained success by his own efforts there 
comes into view the intrinsic individuality which 
made such accomplishment possible, and thus there is 
enkindled a feeling of respect and admiration. The 
qualities which have made Mr. Komminsk one of 
the successful men of Lima have also earned for him 
the esteem of his fellow citizens, for his career has 
been one of well directed energy, strong determina- 
tion and honorable methods. 

Frank H. Komminsk was born at New Bremen, 
Ohio, on February 15, 1883, and is the son of John 
and Mary (Huckreide) Komminsk, the former a 
native of Baden, Germany, and the latter of New 
Bremen, Ohio. John Komminsk came to the United 
States at the age of fifteen years, going at once to 
Cincinnati, Ohio, where he learned the blacksmith 
trade, at which he was employed there_for twenty 
years. He then moved to New Bremen, Ohio, where 
for twenty years he operated a wagon factory, retir- 
ing from active business at the end of that time and 
now living quietly at New Bremen. 

Frank H. Komminsk received” his educational 
training in the public and high schools. His first 
employment was as a bookkeeper in a grist mill for 
a period of six years. Then for the same length of 
time he served as bookkeeper for the White Moun- 
tain Creamery Company at New Bremen. In 1914 
he came to Lima and established the White Mountain 
Creamery, of which he is local manager, secretary 
and treasure. The company erected a large and sub- 
stantial brick building, in which are manufactured alf 
kinds of dairy products, such as ice cream, butter- 
milk, butter and cottage cheese, and they have built 
up a large and constantly increasing patronage in 
this community, theirs being the only creamery here 
that manufactures and sells a full line of dairy 
products. Mr. Komminsk is devoting his entire 
time and attention to this business and has demon- 
strated himself to be the possessor of business talents 
of superior order. He is a stockholder and director 
in the First National Bank and in the Lily White 
Oil Company. 

In November, 1910, Mr. Komminsk was married to 
Flossie Huenke, of New Bremen, the daughter of 
William and Sophia (Fravert) Huenke, both of 
whom also were natives of New Bremen. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Komminsk have been born two chil- 
dren, John and Robert. The family are identified 
with the Presbyterian Church, to which they are 
generous contributors. Politically Mr. Komminsk 
gives his support to the republican party, while fra- 
ternally he is a member of Lodge No. 54, Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, and Lodge No. 119, 
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Loyal Order of Moose. He also belongs to the Lima 
Club, the Shawnee Country Club and the Rotary 
Club. Besides his business interests Mr. Komminsk 
keeps himself well informed on all matters ‘pertain- 
ing to the public welfare and exercises the duties of 
citizenship in a conscientious manner. 


Joun F. Emans. The life of John F. Emans, a 
well known attorney of Lima, has been one of hard 
study and research from his youth and, since matur- 
ity, of laborious professional duty, and the position 
which he has attained in the professional life of 
Allen County is evidence that the qualities which he 
possesses afford the means of distinction under a 
system of government in which places of honor and 
usefulness are open to all who may be worthy of 
them. Mr. Emans was born in Mercer County, Ohio, 
on February 29, 1876, and is the son of Christopher 
R. and Jemima (Sutton) Emans, both of whom were 
born and reared near Ottawa, Putnam County, Ohio. 
The father was a farmer in that neighborhood, and 
soon after his marriage there he moved to Mercer 
County, where he bought a farm, to which he devoted 
his energies for a number of years. He is now 
retired from active business life and lives in Men- 
don, Ohio. His wife died in 1900. They became the 
parents of the following children: Alice (Mrs. Rice) 
is deceased; John F., the subject of this sketch; 
Ida is the wife of John Taylor of Lima; William, 
deceased; and Eva, the wife of Bernard Miller of 
near Mendon, Mercer County, Ohio. 

John F. Emans attended the district schools of his 
home neighborhood and the township high school, 
followed by two terms in the Tri-State Normal 
College at Angola, Indiana. At the age of seven- 
teen years he began teaching school, and followed 
that vocation for thirteen years in Hardin, Mercer 
and Allen counties. He attended the Ohio Northern 
University at Ada, and graduated in 1903, and then 
entered the law department of the same institution. 
In June, 1905, he was admitted to the bar. During 
the following two years he was engaged in teaching 
school, but in 1908 he came to Lima and engaged in 
the practice of law, forming a partnership with 
H. Edmond Garling, an association which was main- 
tained about three years, since which time Mr. Emans 
has been alone in the practice. He has won for 
himself a place of honor and prominence in his 
profession and has been identified as counsel with 
many of the most important cases in the courts of 
Allen and adjoining counties. He has been success- 
ful both in office practice and as a trial lawyer, and 
commands a large and constantly increasing clientele, 

On October 26, 1900, Mr. Emans was married to 
Estella J. Custer, who was born near Mendon 
County, Ohio, the daughter of George and Elizabeth 
(Kraugh) Custer, also natives of that county. 
Mr. and Mrs. Emans are the parents of a son, Erin 
Emerson, born January 6, 1905. Mr. and Mrs. Emans 
are members of the Olivet Presbyterian Church, of 
which he is a trustee. Politically Mr. Emans gives 
his support to the republican party. His fraternal 
relations are with Lodge No. 586, Free and Accepted 
Masons, at Mendon, Ohio; the Knights of Pythias, 
in which he has passed through the chairs of the 
lodge at Mendon, but now holds his membership at 
Lima; and Banner Tent, Knights of the Maccabees, 
at Lima. Personally he is a man of generous 
impulses and kindly disposition, and is well liked by 
all who know him. 


James Woop Hatruit. Thirty-three years a 
member of the Lima bar, James Wood Halfhill has 
devoted his time and talents to his profession with 
singular fidelity, seldom mixed with political respon- 
sibilities and has achieved a very enviable position 
among the leading lawyers of Ohio. For a number 
of years past he has been senior partner of Halfhill, 
Quail & Kirk. 

Mr. Halfhill was born on a farm near Mercer, 
Mercer County, Ohio, March 1, 1861, and on his 
father’s side is of Pennsylvania German stock, son 
of Moses and Eleanor Maria (Wood) Halfhill. His 
grandfather, George Halfhill, came from Germany 
when a young’ man, lived for a time as a farmer in 
Fayette County, Pennsylvania, and then settled on a 
farm near Apple Creek, Wayne County, Ohio. He 
reared a large family of children, his sons being 
Jacob, Moses and Aaron, while the daughters to 
reach mature age were Charlotte, Rosana, Mary and 
Rebecca. Moses Halfhill grew up on the homestead 
farm, and after his first marriage moved to Morrow 
County, Ohio. He had three children by his first 
wite. In March, 1860, he married Eleanor Maria 
Wood, then a teacher in the St. Mary’s, Ohio, 
schools, a native of Essex County, New York, of 
English and Irish parentage by extraction, though 
American for several generations. Afterward they 
lived near Mercer in Mercer County, Ohio. He was 
a farmer, contractor and school teacher, and died 
March 26, 1876. His widow is still living on the old 
homestead in Mercer County. The eldest child of 
this marriage is James Wood Halfhill, and the 
other surviving children are Charles W. Halfhill, 
Mercer, Ohio; Amelia H., wife of Dr. A. E. Powell, 
Cleveland, Ohio; and Martha H., wife of J. E. 
Shatzel, attorney. Bowling Green, Ohio. 

James Wood Haithill was fifteen years old when 
his father died. He attended the Union school at 
Mercer, but his education was interrupted on account 
of his father’s death, and for several years his time 
was largely devoted to operating the farm. In 1881 
he entered the Ohio Northern University at Ada, 
and was graduated with the Master of Science 
degree in 1884, being valedictorian of his class. 
Mr. Halfhill began the study of law in the office of 
Judge William H. West at Bellefontaine, and having 
made considerable progress he took the entrance 
examination in the fall of 1886 and was admitted 
to the senior class of the law school of the Univer- 
sity of Cincinnati. He was graduated Bachelor of 
Laws in 1887 and was elected president of his grad- 
uating class. Admitted to the bar immediately there- 
after, he located at Lima in June of the year 1887, 
and at that time became associated with Jacob C. 
Ridenour, under the name of Ridenour & Halfhill. 
This partnership was continued with an enlarging 
scope of practice until the death of Mr. Ridenour 
July 8, 1908. At that time the firm of Halfhill, 
Quail & Kirk was established and for twelve years 
this has been one of the leading law firms of Allen 
County, with an extensive general practice. 

Mr. Halfhill is a stockholder, a director and attor- 
ney for the Old National Bank of Lima, the First 
National Bank of Ada, the Ohio State Life Insurance 
Company of Columbus, and several other corpora- 
tions. He was induced to run on the republican 
ticket in 1890 for city solicitor, and his election gave 
him the distinction of being the first republican 
chosen for that office in many years. He was 
re-elected by a largely increased majority in 1892. 
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He then gave up politics altogether because his 
partner, Mr. Ridenour, was elected prosecuting attor- 
ney, and during his six years in that office Mr. Half- 
hill bore the burden of their law practice. Mr. Half- 
hill was chosen a member of the Ohio Constitutional 
Convention in 1911, and never missed a day or night 
session of that body or of any of its committees 
of which he was a member. In 1920 he was chosen 
delegate from the Fourth District to the National 
Republican Convention, and was one of the men 
instrumental at Chicago in securing the nomination 
for President of Warren G. Harding of Marion, his 
personal and political friend for many years. 

September 23, 1896, Mr. Halfhill married Cora 
Miller, daughter of Rev. I. J. Miller and Louise S. 
(Spait) Miller. Her father for a number of years 
was a Lutheran minister at Lima. They have one 
son, James Wood Halfhill, Jr., born October 23, 
1897. He is now in the medical department of the 
University of Michigan and in 1918 attended the 
Officers Training Camp at Camp Taylor and received 
a commission as second lieutenant of artillery. 

Mr. Halfhill is a Knight Templar Mason, Knight 
of Pythias and Elk, member of the Lima Club, Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Shawnee Country Club, and 
as a lawyer is a member of the Allen County, Ohio 
State and American Bar associations. For five years 
he served as a member of the State Board of Law 
Examiners. 


A. L. Gampie. One of the well established busi- 
ness houses of Spencerville is that of A. L. 
Gamble, grocer, who has been identified with this 
community for many years, and while prosecuting 
his work as a merchant to success and a high 
quality of service he has cooperated with other 
citizens in promoting everything of benefit to the 
town. 

Mr. Gamble was born in Van Wert county, 
Ohio, October 9, 1852, son of George W. and 
. Martha (Davis) Gamble. His parents were both 
born in Ireland and were children when their 
respective families took passage on the same 
vessel to the United States, reaching this coun- 
try after fourteen weeks on the water. The 
Davis and Gamble families came over in 1821, 
and first settled in Carroll county, Ohio. George 
W. Gamble and wife were married in that county, 
and soon afterward removed to Van Wert county, 
where he entered a hundred sixty acres three 
miles from Van Wert. Subsequently he traded 
this land to his uncle, Robert Gamble, for land 
in Carroll county, on which he lived for a time, 
but about 1850 returned to Van Wert county and 
spent the rest of his days as a successful farmer. 
George W. Gamble though well advanced in 
years enlisted and served as a member of Com- 
pany A of the 99th Ohio Infantry, and was in the 
army when the Civil war closed. He was a Re- 
publican in politics. Of his nine children five are 
still living: Eva, wife of Charles McMullen; 
Sarah J., widow of John Davis; Robert A., who 
also served in the Civil war and is now living 
at Middlepoint, Ohio; Parker, of Van Wert coun- 
ty; and A. L. Gamble. : 

A. L. Gamble grew up on his father’s farm in 
Van Wert county and made good use of his op- 
portunities in the home school, In December, 
1875, at the age of twenty-three, he married Ida 
Conwell, who was born in Tuscarawas county, 
Ohio, but grew up from early girlhood in Allen 


county. Mr. and Mrs. Gamble have one son, 
C. D. Gamble, who graduated from the Spencer- 
ville High School and from a business college at 
Lima and subsequently took his degree in medi- 
cine from the Jefferson Medical College at Phila- 
delphia. He has gained prominence as a physi- 
cian and surgeon, specializing in surgery, and is 
well known all over Allen county, his home and 
offices being in Lima. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gamble are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, which he has served 
for twenty-five years on its Official Board. He is 
affiliated with Arcadia Lodge No. 306, F. and A. 
M., Spencerville Chapter, R. A. M., he and his 
wife are members of the Eastern Star, and he has 
taken both the subordinate and encampment de- 
grees in Odd Fellowship and is a past noble 
grand and past chief patriarch. The Rebekah 
Lodge at Spencerville is known as the Ida Re- 
bekah Lodge, named for Mrs. Gamble, who was 
its first noble grand and a delegate to the Grand 
Lodge. Besides his flourishing business at Spen- 
cerville Mr. Gamble owns a seventy-five acres 
farm in Amanda township. In politics he is a 
Republican. 


JoHN WESLEY STAYNER, a retired farmer of Spen- 
cerville and one of the dependable citizens of 
Allen county, was for years profitably connected 
with the agricultural interests of this section. He 
was born in Juniata county, Pennsylvania, on 
December 31, 1839, a son of Stewart and Nancy 
(Law) Stayner, both of whom were natives of 
Juniata county, Pennsylvania, where they were 
married and lived until 1852, when they migrated 
to Deep Cut, Auglaize county, Ohio. The father 
bought a farm one and one-half miles from Deep 
Cut, and on it he and his wife spent the remainder 
of their lives. The Presbyterian Church afforded 
them a medium for the expression of their strong 
religious belief. Politically he was a Democrat. 
They had six sons, as follows: William L., who 
is deceased; Joshua C., who served as clerk of 
Spencer township, during the war of the ’60s; 
John W., whose name heads this review; George 
A., who died in the service of the Union army; 
Joseph M., who is also deceased; and Gilbert R., 
who has also passed away. 

When he was but fourteen years old John W. 
Stayner was brought to Allen county, and he 
remained at home until he was twenty-two years 
old, being given the educational advantages of- 
fered by the rural schools of Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. On August 13, 1862, he enlisted in the 
Union army as a member of Company E, One 
Hundred and Eighteenth Ohio Volunteer Infan- 
try, and served until he was discharged on ac- 
count of disability caused by sickness after a serv- 
ice of three years. After he had recovered his 
health he reported for duty, but was rejected. 
He was wounded near Falmouth, Kentucky, and 
never has entirely recovered from the effects of 
his injury. Returning home, he resumed the 
peaceful occupation of farming. 

On December 28, 1865, Mr. Stayner was mar- 
ried to Sophia Bayman, born in Miami county, 
Ohio, on October 12, 1848, a daughter of Ellis 
and Harriet (Austin) Bayman, natives of Ross 
county and Carthage, Ohio, respectively. They 
were married in Shelby county, Ohio. Mr. Bay- 
man was a carpenter by trade, but when he came 
to Allen county he entered land. He was also 
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superintendent of the canal and of the construc- 
tion work on this canal, and was connected with 
it until his death, at the age of thirty years. Mr. 
and Mrs. Bayman had four children, as follows: 
Sarah J., who is the widow of John Jacobs; 
Sophia, who is Mrs. Stayner; George, who is de- 
ceased; and Margaret, who is the widow of Rob- 
ert Thompson Schamp. Mr. and Mrs. Stayner 
became the parents of three children, two of 
whom survive, namely: Stewart A., who is a 
druggist of Portland, Oregon; Ira C., who is a 
physician of Spencerville, Ohio; and Ida A., who 
is deceased. Mrs, Stayner is a member of the 
Christian Church. In politics, Mr. Stayner is a 
Democrat. For a number of years he has be- 
longed to Fair Post No. 322, G. A. R., which he 
has served as commander, After many years 
spent in farming he retired to Spencerville, where 
he is now enjoying the comforts to which his 
hard work earlier in life entitle him. Not only 
has he achieved a material prosperity, but he has 
won and holds the confidence of all with whom 
he is associated. 


Apert O. Coon. Located seven miles east of 
Spencerville is the productive and highly valuable 
farming property of Albert O. Coon, one of the 
substantial residents and progressive agricultur- 
ists of Amanda township. Mr. Coon is one of 
the men who have passed their entire careers in 
this locality, as he was born in Amanda town- 
ship, Allen county, October 1, 1869, a son of 
Isaac and Louisa (Cobb) Coon. 

The parents of Mr. Coon were natives of Penn- 
sylvania, the father born March 10, 1829, and the 
mother September 5, 1843, and as young people 
came to Allen county, Ohio, where they met and 
were married in 1861, this being Mr. Coon’s sec- 
ond marriage. In 1862 Isaac Coon enlisted in the 
Union army and served until the close of the War 
between the States, then returning to his farm 
where he carried on successful agricultural op- 
erations until his death. He was a member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic post at Lima, was 
a Republican in his political adherence, and he 
and Mrs. Coon belonged to the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. They were the parents of five sons 
and one daughter: S. S., who is deceased; Oren 
F., a farmer of Amanda township; Albert O.; 
Charles H., a farmer of Shawnee township; Liz- 
zie, the wife of Isam Eley, of Amanda township; 
and Ira E., a farmer of Amanda township, who 
married Clara Rusler. 

Albert O. Coon was educated in the district 
schools and reared on the home farm, where he 
remained as his father’s associate until he reached 
his majority. For a time thereafter he was vari- 
ously employed, after which he took up farming, 
and January 23, 1892, was united in marriage with 
Mary E. Sunderland, a daughter of Ebenezer and 
Mary (Little) Sunderland. Mr. Sunderland was 
born in Amanda township, Allen county, Janu- 
ary 5, 1832, and died March 10, 1905, after a long 
and honorable career as an agriculturist. Mrs. 
Sunderland, born April 16, 1835, died February 
28, 1876. She was an active church worker and 
was greatly beloved by the many who knew her 
excellent qualities. Five children were born to 


Mr. and Mrs. Sunderland: Anna, the wife of W. 


S. Hullinger of Conant, Ohio; Dora C., the wife 
of George Peffers; Alice, who is deceased, was 
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the wife of James Dershen; D. F., of Lima; and 
Mrs. Coon. Following their marriage, Mr. and 
Mrs. Coon settled down to farming on section 12, 
Amanda township, seven miles east of Spencer- 
ville, where Mr. Coon is now the owner of 160 
acres of good land, 80 acres formerly entered by his 
father. He raises the crops usual to the vicinity, 
his land having been made very productive 
through scientific treatment of the soil, and he also 
carries on stock raising to some extent. He has 
displayed good management in carrying on his 
operations, and has transacted his business in a 
way that has given him a substantial reputation 
as a man of sound integrity. In politics he is a 
Republican, and he and Mrs. Coon belong to the 
Christy Methodist Episcopal Church, in which 
he is a trustee and she a teacher in the Sunday 
school. Their only daughter, Beatrice, is the 
wife of Wilber McConnell, of Amanda township, 
and has four children, two boys and two girls. 


Jor, Spyker. Prominent among the solid, re- 
liable business men of Lima stands Joel Spyker, 
sole proprietor of the Spyker Hardware, who in 
the matter of correctly gauging and intelligently 
supplying the public in his line of goods has few 
superiors in Allen county. Mr. Spyker has given 
continuous attention to the hardware business 
for the past ten years at Lima, and has built up a 
large city trade and one that covers adjacent ter- 
ritory in the county. 

Joel Spyker was born in Shawnee township, 
Allen county, Ohio, in 1865. His parents were 
Samuel and Margaret (Losch) Spyker, the former 
of whom died in 1897 and the latter in 1903, she 
being the second wife. Samuel Spyker by two 
marriages was the father of twenty children, 
twelve sons and eight daughters, and six of the 
family are living. The paternal grandfather was 
of German parentage but was reared in Penn- 
sylvania and drove from there to Fairfield coun- 
ty, Ohio, where he had a farm, and later came to 
Allen county. Samuel Spyker learned the hat- 
making trade. After he settled on his farm in 
section 25, Shawnee township, Allen county, he 
followed farming and also did plastering for his 
farmer neighbors. 

Joei Spyker attended the country schools when 
a boy, later the Cridersville public schools and 
the high school at Ottawa. After he was twenty- 
one years old he remained with his father and 
worked the homestead farm of 176 acres for two 
years. He then became interested in the oil fields 
and prospered, not as a prospector but as a driller 
and contractor, remaining for eighteen years in 
the business and retiring with a small fortune 
saved where hundreds of others less provident 
had lost everything. 

Mr. Spyker returned then to agricultural pur- 
suits and as a beginning bought the old home- 
stead, but sold it to advantage eight months later 
and then purchased 240 acers of the Sealt’s farm, 
which he operated for four years and then be- 
came interested in a real estate and hardware 
business, traded in his farm and became a direc- 
tor of the company, doing business under the 
firm name of Penny, Jones & Burden. Since 1913 
Mr. Spyker has been sole owner of the Spyker 
Hardware, which he has made a distinct success. 
He was one of the organizers of the Consum- 
ers Coal Company, which operated for eighteen 
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years, and has other 
estate. 

In 1887 Mr. Spyker was married to Miss Belle 
Driscoll, a daughter of Dennis and Margaret 
(Cooney) Driscoll, and they have five surviving 
children and one deceased, Jonathan Dale, who 
died in 1900, when five years old; those living 
are Lawrence K., Gertrude, Florence, Emma and 
Eleanor. Mr. Spyker is looked upon as a trust- 
worthy business man, one whose word is as good 
as his bond, and as a reliable citizen, but has 
never taken a very active part in politics. He is 
a member of Solar Lodge No. 783 and of Fort 
Amanda Encampment No, 302, I. O. O. F.; of 
Lima Lodge No. 205, F. & A. M.; and member 
of the Modern Woodmen of America 


interests, including real 


Harry Tuomas. It would be difficult to indicate 
the high degree of esteem in which the late 
Harry Thomas was held in the commercial and 
social circles of Lima. He was a splendid busi- 
ness man, starting as a boy worker and eventually 
achieving a business of his own. He was active 
in church, and was liberal of his time and enter- 
prise for various community projects. 

Mr. Thomas, who died at Lima April 5, 1916, 
was born in that city July 10, 1864, of Welsh an- 
cestry, son of Lewis and Margaret (Jones) 
Thomas, His father and mother were natives 
of Wales. Harry was the sixth in a family of 
eleven children and attended grammar and high 
schools of Lima to the age of seventeen. He be- 
gan his career of usefulness as a delivery boy 
for F. A. Holland, a Lima grocer, and for twenty- 
seven years was with Mr. Holland either as an 
employe or partner. After they had been in part- 
nership for some years he bought out and became 
sole proprietor of the business, then located in 
what is now the Holland Building. He contin- 
ued the grocery business and constructed a spe- 
cial building for the housing of his business and 
for other purposes. This building was complet- 
ed in the fall of 1914. The Thomas Block con- 
tains fifteen flats and’ one store. Mr. Thomas 
was a man of initiative and progressive temper, 
and bought the first motor delivery truck used 
in Lima, a Jackson car. He was the first presi- 
dent and helped organize the Grocers Associa- 
tion of Lima. At his death every grocery and 
meat market in the city was closed as a tribute 
to his memory, and his funeral was largely at- 
tended. He was a Republican in politics, but for 
many years his chief interest outside of home and 
business was the Grace Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He held every lay office in the church, 
was chairman of the Board of Trustees and chair- 
man of the building committee when the new 
church edifice was erected, was also superintend- 
ent of the Sunday school and the: first president 
of the Epworth League and filled the office of 
president of the district for ten years. He was 
affiliated with Lodge No. 91 of the Knights of 
Pythias. 

In 1889 he married Miss Belle Bowdle. They 
were married by Rev. John Bates. Mrs. Thomas, 
who now owns the Thomas Block, is the mother 
of two children, Holland Bowdle Thomas, and 
Lenore Yvonne Thomas. 

Mrs. Thomas is a daughter of Milton and Leti- 
tia (McCoy) Bowdle, residents of Allen county. 
Her people were pioneers of Allen county, and 


her father saw Lima grow from a log cabin town 
to a large and prosperous city. They came from 
West Virginia, and at first settled on a farm in 
Hardin county, Ohio, Mrs. Thomas was the 
youngest of six children. Her father lived a re- 
markably long and active life, dying when past 
ninety-nine and would have reached the century 
mark two and a half months later, on November 
15, 1918. He was an original Republican and sup- 
ported that party all his life. 


WitittAmM Henry BEELER. The active career of 
Mr. Beeler comprises a period of about forty 
years, nearly all of which he spent as a member 
of the farming community of Marion township. 
He still owns a large and valuable farm there, 
though for several years he has lived practically 
retired and has his home in Elida. 

He was born in Shawnee township of Allen 
county March 16, 1860, a son of George and Mary 
C. (DeLong) Beeler, and is of German ancestry. 
His grandparents Beeler came from Germany 
with two children, first settled in Pennsylvania, 
and later became pioneer farmers in Shawnee 
township of Allen county, where they owned a 
hundred thirty acres and where both of them 
spent their last years, In their family were three 
sons and one daughter, George being the young- 
est. George Beeler was a citizen much esteemed, 
a life-long farmer in Allen county, and died in 
1910, at the age of eighty-two. His wife died in 
1881, at the age of sixty. They were survived by 
five children, only two of whom are now living. 

William Henry Beeler as a boy was given reg- 
ular duties at home and on the farm, and in the 
winter terms walked back and forth three miles 
each way to the Owen Boyatt School in Shawnee 
township. He continued to attend school until 
he was about eighteen years of age, and then 
lived at home and played a helpful part in the 
farming activities until his own marriage. 

In 1882 he married Mary C. Mosher, daughter 
of Valentine and Mary C. (King) Mosher, of Al- 
len county. Mr. Beeler lost his first wife thirty- 
four years after their marriage, on June 12, 1916. 
In 1918 he married Elizabeth Huffer, who is of 
French ancestry. Mr. Beeler’s children are all 
by his first marriage: John Henry, living on the 
home farm in Marion township and married 
Marian Bice; George Allen, who lives in Amanda 
township, married a Miss Goodman and has a 
son, William; Albert Valentine, a resident of 
Marion township, married Phyllis Patten and has 
two children; Clarence, of Marion township, is 
married and has two children; Arthur Ray is a 
bookkeeper in the Lima Locomotive Works; 
Mary C., is the wife of Ellis Baber, living near 
Lima, and has eight children. 

Mr. Beeler is a stockholder in the Farmers’ 
Equity Union Elevator and in the Farmers Bank 
of Elida. He votes independently, though nom- 
inally a Democrat. He is a member of the Luth- 
eran Church, and is affiliated with the Lodge and 
Encampment, of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows at Elida, and also with the Rebekahs. 


SamueEL S. Morrter. Ever since the first pioneer 
came to Allen county and cleared off a small 
patch of land from the heavy timber and put in 
a crop, agriculture has been the leading industry 
of this region, and some of the most progressive 
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of its citizens are engaged in it. One of them is 
Samuel S. Motter, whose property lies at the end 
of the paved portion of South Main street, Bluff- 
ton. 

Samuel S. Motter was born in Richland town- 
ship, Allen county, April 20, 1861, a son of Chris- 
tian and Reginia (Stauffer) Motter. Christian 
Motter was born in Richland county, Ohio, in 
March, 1839, and his wife was born in Adams 
county, Indiana, in August, 1840. The Stauffer 
family came to Allen county, Ohio, and located 
in Richland township, to which locality the Mot- 
ter family had come some time previously. After 
their marriage Christian Motter and his wife lo- 
cated on a farm four and one-half miles south 
of Bluffton and later moved to the present home- 
stead, two miles south of Bluffton. They were 
consistent members of the Reformed Church. In 
politics he was a Democrat. They had eleven 
children, of whom the following survive: Samuel 
S., whose name heads this review; Daniel, who 
lives in Hancock county, Ohio; Noah, Peter and 
Henry, all of whom live in Richland township; 
Theophilus, who lives in Perry township; Sarah 
E., wife of John Walker,and lives at Lima, Ohio; 
Anna, who is the wife of Joseph Gromann, of 
Richland township; Catherine, who is the wife of 
Gideon Oberly, of Auglaize township; and Henry, 
who lives in Richland township. 

Growing to manhood in Richland township, 
Samuel S. Motter attended the neighborhood 
schools and later took a course in the Ohio State 
Normal School. Following this he was engaged 
in teaching school for seven years in Allen coun- 
ty, at the same time continuing to be interested 
in farming, and at the close of his educational 
career he devoted all of his time to agriculture. 
His farm now comprises 294 acres of land, and 
it is in a high state of cultivation. 

Samuel S, Motter was married in 1892 to Sarah 
D. Carman, born in Hardin county, Ohio, Octo- 
ber 5, 1870, a daughter of Harrison B. and Eliza- 
beth (Phillips) Carman. Harrison Carman was 
born in Hardin county, Ohio, January 1, 1848, 
and his wife was born in Knox county, Ohio, 
April 4, 1845. They were married in February, 
1869. Mr. Carman served during the war between 
the states in Company I, One Hundred and Thir- 
ty-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry as a private. 
The family belonged to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. There were eight children in the Car- 
man family, namely: Sarah D., who was the eld- 
est; Augusta R., who married G. E. Landfair; 
Carrie L., who married H. S. Cooney; John M., 
who married Myrtle Sinift; Robert A., who mar- 
ried Allie Lomes; Reuben J., who married Auril- 
la Thompkins; Abbie B., who married Clinton 
Winegartner; and Frank H., who married Chloe 
Johnson. 

Mrs. Motter was reared on her father’s farm 
and attended the neighborhood schools and the 
Ohio Northern University at Ada, Ohio. Prior 
to her marriage she was a teacher for eleven 
terms in the public schools of Hardin county, 
Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Motter became the parents 
of the following children: Thomas C., who was 
born December 5, 1893, died April 28, 1915, after 
he had been graduated from the Bluffton High 
School; Dudley H., who was born December 14, 
1895, lives at home; Myron S., who was born 
November 17, 1901, is also at home; and Walter 


S., who was born August 14, 1905, is attending 
the Bluffton High School. 

Mr. Motter and his wife belong to the Church 
of Christ, of which he is a trustee, and they take 
an active part in religious work. In politics a 
Democrat, Mr. Motter is an energizing force in 
his party, and for eight years has been a trustee 
of the township. 


Gitzert Monrort. The passing years have dealt 
kindly with Gilbert Monfort, one of the prosper- 
ous farmers of Allen county. He has lived in 
Amanda township practically all his life, has 
worked hard for his prosperity, and enjoys high 
standing as a citizen and has reared three sturdy 
sons to represent him worthily in the next gen- 
eration. 

Mr. Monfort whose home is five miles north- 
east of Spencerville was born in Section 29 of 
Amanda township July 6, 1866, son of James and 
Jane (Stull) Monfort. His father was born in 
Butler county, Ohio, in 1832 while the Stulls were 
a very early family in Amanda township, Jane 
being born in 1834. James Monfort came to Al- 
len county at the age of eighteen, and after his 
marriage settled in Section 29 of Amanda town- 
ship and he and his wife lived to ripe years and 
to enjoy many of the comforts which their early 
labors and efforts had won. James Monfort died 
in 1920 and his wife in 1918. They were long iden- 
tifed with the Methodist Church in which he was 
a class leader and for many years Sunday School 
superintendent. He was also a member of the 
Grange and was a Republican voter. In the fam- 
ily were four children: Alice, deceased, who was 
the wife of Samuel Miller; Margaret ,wife of C. 
B. Harris of Amanda township; Martin E., of 
Spencerville; and Gilbert. 

Gilbert Monfort grew up in the community 
where he was born and supplemented his advan- 
tages in the common schools by attending the 
Normal at Middlepoint, Ohio, and a commercial 
school at Dayton. After completing his educa- 
tion he returned to the farm and on December 
24, 1894, he married Ida C. Montfort. Mrs. Mon- 
fort was born in Montgomery county, Ohio. For 
over a quarter of a century Mr. and Mrs. Mon- 
fort have lived on their farm in Amanda township 
and he is one of the largest land owners in that 
section. His farm comprises five hundred eight 
acres and in point of productiveness and general 
value is one of the best farms in the county. 

Mr. and Mrs. Monfort have three children: 
Leroy, J. C., and Marcus E., the youngest being 
fourteen years of age. Leroy and Marcus are 
still at home. J. C. during the World’s war was 
a member of the Marines and on duty at the Bos- 
ton Navy Yard. He is now a railroad employe 
at Toledo. The family are members of the Zion 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and Mr. Monfort is 
a trustee, active in various branches of church 
work and _ was formerly a teacher in the Sunday 
School. Politically he is a Republican. 


Rev. Davip FRANKLIN Hetms, who for nearly 
forty years has been a prominent member of the 
Ohio Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, has for the past four years been district 
superintendent, with his home at Lima. He has 
been distinguished as an able preacher, a con- 
structive worker in the upbuilding of churches, 
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and a man of broad scholarship and effective 
Christian influence. 

He was born in Washington township, Hardin 
county, Ohio, November 27, 1858, a son of Daniel 
and Elizabeth (Miller) Helms, His father was a 
native of Knox county, Ohio, and his mother of 
Stark county. The paternal grandparents, John 
and Elizabeth (Long) Helms, were also natives 
of Ohio. The maternal grandparents were Joseph 
and Elizabeth (Marsh) Miller, the former a na- 
tive of Pennsylvania and the latter of Virginia. 
Daniel Helms was a farmer and carpenter, and 
lived in Hardin county, Ohio, until 1883, when he 
removed to Tippecanoe City, Ohio, and the fol- 
lowing year went on a farm near Salamonia, In- 
diana. A few years before his death, in 1906, he 
moved to Salamonia. His widow is still living, 
and makes her home alternately with her sons 
David Franklin and Elmer Elsworth. The latter 
is also a Methodist minister, living at Los An- 
geles, California. 

David Franklin Helms acquired a liberal edu- 
cation, after the common schools attending Ohio 
Northern University at Ada, also the Ohio Wes- 
leyan University at Delaware, and also pursued 
studies under the late Dr. Harper of the Univers- 
ity of Chicago, In 1919 Ohio Northern Univers- 
ity conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. 

He was ordained a deacon of the Methodist 
Church in 1883 at Findlay, Ohio, by Bishop R. S 
Foster. He was ordained as an Elder in the min- 
istry in September, 86, by Bishop John M. 
Walden at Bellefontaine, Ohio. His first pasto- 
rate was at New Madison in Darke county, Ohio, 
and his successive charges were at Anna in Shel- 
by county, three years; Wapakoneta, five years; 
Wauseon, three years; Columbus Grove, five 
years; Fayette, four years; Hicksville, seven 
years; Paulding, two years; and his last pastorate 
was the Broadway Church of Toledo. In Sep- 
tember, 1916, he was appointed to his present du- 
ties as superintendent of the Lima district, with 
headquarters at Lima, where he has since pur- 
chased a modern and attractive residence at 726 
Brice avenue. Dr, Helms was a delegate to the 
General Conference of the church at Des Moines, 
Iowa, in May, 1920. 

October 16, 1880, he married Olive Brooks in 
Hancock county, Ohio. She was a native of Al- 
len county, and died August 23, 1881. On Octo- 
ber 29, 1882, he married Mary Ellen Darland, 
who was born near Richmond, Indiana. Their 
companionship continued a little less than ten 
years, until her death April 11, 1892. Her chil- 
dren were: Blanche, who is the wife of Addie L. 
Rice, of Morenci, Michigan, and the mother of 
four children; Huber Elsworth, who was drowned 
at the age of twenty-three; Willis D., of the reg- 
ular army, now a sergeant on recruiting duty at 
St. Louis, Missouri; and Koneta, a librarian at 
Santa Monica, California. On August 1, 1893, 
Dr. Helms married Cora May Blake, who was 
born at Wauseon, Ohio, a daughter of Wesley A. 
and Hester A. (Newcomer) Blake, the former a 
native of Medina county, Ohio, while her mother 
was the first white child born at Wauseon. The 
children of Dr. and Mrs. Helms are: Seona, a 
teacher in the public schools of Cleveland, Ohio; 
Naomi, Mrs. D. Cordell, of Toledo, and they 
have three children; Blake, who was an enlisted 


man in the medical division during the World 
war and now lives at Lima and is married, his 
wife’s maiden name having been Eleanor Carr; 
Ralph W., who during a part of the war was in 
the Students Army Reserve Corps, is still in the 
Ohio State University and was married December 
24, 1920, to Miss Carolyn Thuer, of Louisville, 
Kentucky; Ruth, a student in the Ohio Wesleyan 
University; and Wilfrid, a graduate of the Lima . 
High School. Dr. Helms is independent in pol- 
itics, is affiliated with Rufus Putnam Lodge No. 
364, of Masons at Columbus Grove, and both he 
and his wife are members of the Ohio Wesleyan 
University Club of Lima. 


Frep C. Snow is one of the veteran printers and 
newspaper men of Allen county. For many years 
he was in the printing and newspaper business 
at Lima, but in recent years has lived at Spen- 
corns and conducted a first-class job printing 
shop. 

Mr. Snow is a printer, but he learned another 
mechanical trade as a youth, and also has excep- 
tional musical gifts and abilities. He was born 
in Van Buren county, Michigan, May 8, 1858, son 
of Montraville and Flavilia (Tanner) Snow. His 
parents were born in New York state, and after 
their marriage moved to Michigan. Montraville 
Snow was a foundryman and owned and con- 
ducted a foundry at Paw Paw, Michigan, where 
he lived for many years and where he died hon- 
ored and respected. He was active in the Odd 
Fellows and was a Republican in politics. Of a 
large family of nine sons and one daughter three 
are still living: William, a Montana farmer; Fred 
C.; and Herbert E., of Birmingham, Alabama. 

Fred C. Snow acquired his early education in 
the grammar and high schools of Paw Paw, Mich- 
igan. He learned the trade of molder in his fath- 
er’s foundry, and before coming to Ohio he also 
gained proficiency in the printer’s trade. On com- 
ing to Lima he conducted the first job printing 
shop in the city, continuing it for twelve years. 
In 1900 he bought the Journal of Lima, later con- 
solidating it with the News, and after building up 
the business of the paper sold out in 1913 to the 
present owners. He had moved his job printing 
equipment to Spencerville, and still conducts a 
growing business, with a trade in many other 
towns besides Spencerville, 

Mr. Snow married Fannie Alice Mumaugh in 
1885. She died in 1903, the mother of five chil- 
dren, two sons and three daughters, all of whom 
are living: Flavilia, wife of Charles Umbaugh, of 
Lima; Carl, a printer at Springfield, Ohio; Fred, 
Jr., a printer at Galion; Lenore, unmarried and 
living at Lima; and Fannie at home. Two of the 
daughters are high school graduates. In 1905 
Mr. Snow married Harriet Arter, who was born 
at Gomer in Allen county, a daughter of Thomas 
and Jane Watkins. Her father was a native of 
Wales and her mother of Ohio. Thomas Wat- 
kins came to Allen county in 1832, being one of 
the pioneer settlers, and he lived and died on a 
farm. Good business judgment and energy 
brought him much prosperity, and at one time he 
owned eight farms in this section of the state. 
Mrs. Snow was reared and educated at Gomer, 
and her first husband was Dr. David L. Arter, 
who died in 1899. Mr. and Mrs. Snow are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Church. He is a past mas- 
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ter of Arcadia Lodge No. 306, F. and A. M., and 
he and his wife are members of the Eastern Star. 
Politically he is a Democrat. Besides his busi- 
ness he owns an attractive home on Broadway in 
Spencerville. Nearly all his life he has been a 
musician, connected with various organizations 
in communities where he has lived. He was a 
member of an orchestra at Lima, and is a prom- 
inent figure in musical circles at Spencerville, 
bearing some of the burdens of church music. 


RicHarp FrepertcK Emic. The public is demand- 
ing and receiving clean and amusing entertain- 
ment through the medium of the theatres. The 
managers of the theatres all over the country 
have recognized the fact that with the abolition 
of some forms of amusement others would re- 
ceive additional attention, and made their plans 
accordingly. Within the past few months there 
have been more and better shows than have evei 
before been put out in the same length of time, 
and the popularity of the theatre is on the in- 
crease. , 

One of the men who is bending his energies to 
secure for his patrons the highest class of amuse- 
ment at Lima is Richard Frederick Emig, man- 
ager of the Regent Theatre. This theatre has a 
seating capacity of 1,000, and is devoted to mov- 
ing pictures, being one of the most popular in the 
city. It is the largest and best equipped and the 
very best features are shown here. 

R. F. Emig was born at Buffalo, New York, 
October 5, 1890, a son of John J. and Mary 
(Pugh) Emig, of German stock, both the grand- 
father and grandmother on the paternal side com- 
ing from Frankfort, Germany, to the United 
States, and settling at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
He was a hat manufacturer. He founded a town 
in Pennsylvania which was named in honor of 
him, Emig, and as the place increased in im- 
portance it was called Emigsville, which name it 
now bears. This place was started as a social ex- 
periment, and the original settlers were the work- 
ers in the hat factory, who were to share in the 
profits, if there were any, and to be taken care 
of if there were not. The venture was a success. 
Subsequently he went to Buffalo, New York, and 
manufactured hats which he sold to the French 
and Indians. His death occurred in 1870, after 
he had had a long and successful career. He was 
the father of eight children, and of them John J. 
Emig was the sixth in order of birth. John J. 
Emig was also a manufacturer and lived until 
1903, when he passed away, his wife having died 
the year previously. They had five sons and two 
daughters born to them. 

Growing up at Buffalo, New York, Richard 
Frederick Emig attended the graded and high 
schools of that city, leaving the latter after a two 
years’ course and going to work for the English 
Woolen Mills of Buffalo, and remained there for 
two years as a clerk. His next employment was 
with the Mohican Grocery Company, and he was 
in their office and auditing department for two 
and one-half years, For one year Mr. Emig was 
with the J. Adams Company of Buffalo as assist- 
ant buyer. 

In the meanwhile the motion picture business 
was making wonderful strides forward in its de- 
velopment, and the attention of shrewd business 
men was being attracted to its possibilities, Mr. 


Emig was one of these men of broad vision, and 
in 1910 he definitely entered the field of theatrical 
management and became the owner and operator 
of the Warren Theatre of Hudson, New York, 
where he remained for three years. For the sub- 
sequent eighteen months he conducted the Re- 
gent Theatre, which he had opened in that city. 
His next venture was with the Strand Theatre 
at Oneonta, New York, where he remained for two 
years. Going back to Albany, New York, he op- 
ened the New Albany Theatre, and was con- 
nected with it for a short time, and then went 
to Cleveland, Ohio, and did publicity work for 
the Robertson-Cole Picture Corporation for seven 
months. He was then manager of the Regent 
Theatre, at Saginaw, Michigan, for the Butter- 
field Corporation for six months, and then came 
to Lima as manager of the Regent Theatre, The 
business has been practically revolutionized since 
Mr. Emig first entered it, and he has kept abreast 
of the times. Those who complain at the increase 
in the prices, as some do who are not conversant 
with conditions, ought to have had his experience, 
and they would appreciate how much is now be- 
ing given in excess of what was then required 
when he opened his little theatre in 1910. An 
audience of today would soon rebel at the class 
of show he gave his patrons, and yet at that time 
it was regarded as entirely satisfactory. The 
quality of the pictures, the increase in the length 
of a performance, the introduction of musical 
specialties, the improvement in the theatres them- 
selves, the installation of expensive projecting 
machines, organs and other appliances, the ad- 
vance in salaries of employes, the increase in 
taxes, local and federal, all of these have had 
their influence on the business. There are thou- 
sands of people today who are enjoying and un- 
derstanding entertainments who before the in- 
troduction of moving pictures never entered a 
theatre or spent a nickel for personal pleasure 
of this nature. Numbers of the patrons who once 
were constant attendants at the speaking the- 
atres now have lost their taste for that form of 
amusement and prefer the pictures, claiming that 
those on the stage appear too artificial. To one 
who is used to view pictures of actual houses and 
rooms, towering mountains and sandy beaches, 
the painted substitutes do make but small appeal. 
That actors are recognizing the trend of events 
is shown in their eager entry into the new branch 
of their profession. Leaving out the educational 
side, which is an important one, the effect of the 
moving picture theatres have on a community is 
a very beneficial one, and too much credit cannot 
be accorded to the enterprise, good judgment and 
shrewd management of the men in charge of 
these ventures. 

A man of strong personal convictions, Mr. 
Emig prefers to select his own candidates and 
vote for the men he thinks will handle the duties 
of the offices in question, rather than to bind him- 
self down by adhering to party platforms. He 
belongs to Orient Lodge Number 46, A. F. & A. 
M., and he also belongs to the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks. Through the medium 
of the English Lutheran Church he finds expres- 
sion for his religious faith, While not active in 
politics, Mr. Emig is a man who has always been 
a good citizen and is very much interested in 
everything which has for its object the further- 
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ance of the welfare of Lima or Allen county, and 
is ready to give his personal suport when it is 
needed. 


Cuartes W. Baxter assumed the office of sheriff 
of Allen county on the 6th of January, 1919, and 
his administration is fully justifying the electoral 
choice of the incumbent. He is a native of Allen 
county and a popular representative of one of its 
old and honored families. 

Charles Wesley Baxter was born in American 
township, this county, on the 3rd of October, 
1867, and is the eldest of a family of eleven chil- 
dren, all of whom are living except one. He is a 
son of Griffith J. and Mary (Metzler) Baxter, 
the former of Scotch-Irish and the latter of Ger- 
man ancestry. James Baxter, grandfather of the 
sheriff, passed his entire life as a farmer in 
Amanda township, Allen county. Griffith J. Bax- 
ter was born and reared in this county, where he 
became in his youth a successful teacher in the 
district schools and where he continued his asso- 
ciation with farm enterprise until 1879, when he 
removed with his family to Kansas, where he be- 
came a pioneer farmer and where he and his wife 
now reside at Hartford, he being retired from 
active affairs. The present sheriff of Allen coun- 
ty here gained his rudimentary education in the 
district schools, and he was eleven years of age 
at the time of the family removal to Kansas, 
where he continued to attend school at intervals 
until 1886. He then returned to Allen county, 
where he continued his studies in the village 
schools of Elida until he was twenty years of 
age. Thereafter he continued to be employed at 
farm work in his native county until he had at- 
tained to the age of thirty-one years, when he 
married. His added responsibilities and well di- 
rected ambition lead him about this time to be- 
come a salesman of agricultural implements and 
machinery, and for seven years he continued as a 
successful salesman in the employ of the Deer- 
ing Harvester Company, with headquarters at 
Lima. He was then appointed deputy sheriff by 
Sheriff E. J. Barr, and he continued his- service 
in this position from 1905 until 1915, his service 
having continued during the administration of 
Sheriffs Barr, Van Gunten and Watt. After his 
retirement he was again engaged in the agricul- 
tural implement and machinery business for four 
years, and in 1918 he was made the Democratic 
nominee for the office of sheriff, to which he was 
elected in November of that year. He was re- 
elected in 1920, commencing his second term in 
January, 1921, and is serving with characteristic 
loyalty and efficiency. Mr. Baxter is a stalwart 
advocate of the principles of the Democratic 
party, and is progressive and public-spirited in 
his civic attitude. Both he and his wife are com- 
municants of the Lutheran Church at Lima. 

The year 1898 recorded the marriage of Mr. 
Baxter to Miss Clara Boose, daughter of Henry 
and Catherine Boose, of Bath township, Allen 
county, and the two children of this union are 
Loyal Bryan and Mary Catherine. 


C A. Bysee. Among the enterprising young’ busi- 
ness men of Lima none have met with more de- 
served success than C. A. Bybee, who is general 
manager of the Bybee Tire & Service Company. 
From boyhood he has been interested in mechan- 


ics, particularly in relation to the automobile in- 
dustry, and has won his way to financial inde- 
pendence through hard work and determined 
perseverance. 

Mr. Bybee was born March 23, 1896, at Pauld- 
ing, Ohio, and is a son of Allen and Alice (Stov- 
er) Bybee. The early American members of this 


family came from France and in the main have 


been farmers and merchants for generations. Mr. 
Bybee attended the public schools at Paulding, 
spending one year in the high school, and after 
that continued his education in the night schools. 
He was only fifteen years old when he became 
the owner of a vulcanizing shop, in which he kept 
himself employed until he secured a position with 
the Overland people at Toledo, where he was put 
in charge of the new car department and remained 
there two years, He then engaged with the Till- 
otson Carburetor Company of Toledo as service 
man, and was on the road for this concern for six 
months, after which he had experience in the 
same capacity with the Toledo branch of the 
Studebaker Auto Company. 

Mr. Bybee then decided to learn the tire busi- 
ness with thoroughness, and for the next year 
and a half worked with the Toledo Double Tread 
Company, his natural mechanical ability assist- 
ing in his*rapidly becoming an expert in this 
branch of mechanics. In 1916 he came to Lima 
and started the Lima Double Tread Tire Com- 
pany at No. 122 South Main street. A year later, 
in partnership with his father, he started the By- 
bee Tire & Service Company, with headquarters 
on Spring and Elizabeth streets, for the distribu- 
tion of Firestone tires, the trade territory over 
which they have the agency, covering eight coun- 
ties of Ohio. The firm carries also a complete 
line of automobile accessories, and through first 
class goods and courteous and expert service has 
gained a very substantial patronage. 

In September, 1917, Mr. Bybee was united in 
marriage to Miss Claudia W. Betts, who is a 
daughter of the late Henry Betts, of Paulding, 
Ohio. They are members of the Church of Christ. 
Mr. Bybee belongs to the order of Elks at Lima 
and to other organizations of a social nature. 
He has always been too busily engaged in busi- 
ness to take any very active part in political life, 
but as an American citizen keeps thoroughly in- 
formed on all public matters and has always 
voted with the Republican party. 


Frank Cotucci. Many of the more prosperous 
and able business men of our country are of for- 
eign birth and breeding, noteworthy among the 
number being Frank Colucci, of Lima, a prom- 
inent and wealthy citizen, who has achieved suc- 
cess in his active career by patient industry, 
thoughtful thrift and wise investment. Born July 
3, 1863, in Italy, he was there brought up and 
educated. 

Anxious to take advantage of the opportuni- 
ties offered a poor man in this country, he left 
home at the age of nineteen years and, crossing 
the Atlantic, landed in New York city in 1882. 
The following three years he worked on the Bal- 
timore and Ohio Railroad, after which he spent 
two years in Green county, Wisconsin, being in 
the employ of Drake & Stratton, railroad con- 
tractors. Continuing in the same line of indus- 
try, Mr. Colucci worked on the Illinois Central 
Railroad a year, and from the fall of 1888 until the 
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summer of 1889 was engaged in construction work 
in Chicago, Illinois. Coming then to Lima, Ohio, 
he was foreman of the force of men employed in 
the construction of the Columbus, Lima and Mil- 
waukee Railway, now known as the Columbus & 
Lake Michigan Railroad, being in the employ of 
the late Benjamin C. Faurot. He then secured 
the contract for building the railway between 
Findlay and Kenton, and having employed sixty 
men completed his contract in January, 1890. 

Returning to Lima when the work was finished, 
Mr, Colucci, who had saved considerable money, 
made what at first seemed to be a bad bargain, 
having loaned $200 to one of his fellow country- 
men, a fruit dealer having stores opposite the 
Court House and one on East Main street. The 
fruit dealer failed, and Mr. Colucci was forced to 
take over the business, which he placed in charge 
of his brother-in-law, who became quite success- 
ful, placing the different stores on a paying basis. 
On March 22, 1890, Mr. Colucci was engaged by 
the Chicago & Atlantic Railroad Company to fur- 
nish laborers for construction work. In the fall 
of that year that road passed into the control of 
the Chicago & Erie Railroad Company, and for 
many years thereafter Mr. Colucci was the con- 
tractor for laborers. For a long time he has held 
grading contracts and business relations with the 
Standard Oil Company and with Pennsylvania 
lines engaged in the oil business. Possessing ex- 
cellent business capacity and judgment, he has 
acquired valuable interests in realty, and is one 
of the stockholders and directors of the American 
Bank of Lima and of the Lima News Company. 

In Akron, Ohio, on June 22, 1904, Mr. Colucci 
married Miss Rosina Fusco, a native of Italy. 
They have five children, namely: Elinor M., born 
May 2, 1906; Clementina A., born August 11, 
1907; Frances R., born November 8, 1908: Frank 
L., Jr., born October 16, 1909; and Emilio S., born 
September 28, 1911. All were born in Lima and 
all are in school. 


CapTraIn J. SmitrH Howe, of Spencerville,-is a 
veteran of two wars with a long period of service 
in the Ohio National Guard between. He is a weil 
known citizen of Allen county, where he has 
spent all his life and where his people were early 
settlers. 

Captain J. Smith Howe was born at Spencer- 
ville June 4, 1877, son of Julius H. and Flora 
(Fogle) Howe, His mother was born in Spencer- 
ville January 29, 1857, the Fogles having been 
early residents in that section. She died October 
3, 1893. Julius Howe was born at Wayne, Mich- 
igan, August 20, 1850, and came to Spencerville 
at the age of twenty. For many years he was in 
the lumber business, and in pursuit of that in- 
dustry lived in Allen, Hardin and Auglaize coun- 
ties. He was a man of many interests, closely 
identified with the Methodist Church and super- 
intendent of its Sunday School, as a Republican 
served as assessor of Spencerville several times 
and was corporation assessor for eight years in 


succession. He was a member of the Knights of 
Pythias. Of five children four are still living: 
Captain J. Smith; Mabel, wife of William 


Sprague; Ella, wife of Ira Gilmore; and Dr. J. 
Holland Howe, of Lexington, Illinois, who was 
the first lieutentant in the Medical Department of 


the Aviation Corps and served at Kelley Field 
in Texas during the World war. oo : 

J. Smith Howe spent his early life in and 
around Spencerville, and acquired a good educa- 
tion in the common and high schools. June 22, 
1898, shortly after he reached his twenty-first 
birthday, he enlisted in Company L of the Second 
Ohio Infantry in the Spanish-American war. He 
was in the ranks as a private, and received his 
honorable discharge February 10, 1899. Ever 
since that time he has been much interested in 
military affairs. He helped organize a local unit 
of the National Guard and enlisted May 25, 1900, 
as a private in Company F of the Second Ohio 
Infantry. He became a sergeant in the same 
year and battalion sergeant major in May, 1°92, 
was appointed first sergeant April 2, 1904, first 
lieutenant July 15, 1907, and was commissioned 
captain March 31, 1910, He continued to hold 
the rank of a captain of the National Guard until 
July, 1918. He was called into the Federal serv- 
ice as captain of a company during the trouble 
on the Mexican border, receiving his honorable 
muster out after that duty March 26, 1917. On 
May 16, 1917, during the war with Germany, he 
was called to duty as an enlisting officer, >er- 
forming that duty until July 15, 1917, and was tnen 
placed in the National Army and was in service 
until his discharge, March 21, 1918. In the mean- 
time Captain Howe had for several years been 
performing civilian duties as a rural mail carrier, 
and since leaving the army has continued that 
work, being carrier on route No. 3 out of Spen- 
cerville. 

March 22, 1902, he married Lou Alma Howell, 
a native of Miami county, Ohio. They have an 
adopted child, who is a graduate of the Spencer- 
ville High School. Mr. and Mrs. Howe are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Church, in which he is a 
teacher of a boys’ class. He is affiliated with Ar- 
cadia Lodge No. 306, F. and A. M., with his wife 
is a member of Eastern Star Chapter No. 130, is 
affliated with Spencerville Chapter, R. A. M,, 
Delfosse Council No. 72, R. & S. M., and is a mem- 
ber of the Scottish Rite bodies at Toledo. He is 
also vice commander of the Harry J. Reynolds 
Post No. 191 of the American Legion. Captain 
Howe has always been ready to found and give 
his help to various community organizations. He 
has served as chief of the local fire department, 
and is scout master of the local organization of 
Boy Scouts. Politically he is a Republican. Mrs. 
Howe gave a large part of her time during the 
World war to Red Cross duties, and has also 
been active in local literary clubs. 


James Oscar Monracure. The love of the soil is 
with a man, and once he recognizes this he is apt 
to decide on farming for his life work. Many of 
the best farmers of Allen county are men who 
come of a long line of agriculturalists and learned 
their work under the careful supervision of a 
watchful father. Having begun at an early age to 
perform the work of a farm, these duties come 
natural to them, and they are able to achieve a 
prosperity that does not attend those who 
to the farm from other vocations. James C 
Montague, owner of 122 acres of finely-cultiv 
ed land in American township, is one of the n: 
who belongs to this important class, and he Was 
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Sorn on his present farm November 18, 1877, a 
son of Thomas and Elizabeth (Neff) Montague. 

The founder of the family in America, Peter 
Montague, came from England to the Jamestown 
Colony in Virginia, and since then this family has 
been well represented in this country. Beginning 
with the American Revolution, men bearing this 
name have fought in the different wars of the 
country, and the majority have devoted their en- 
ergies to farming. 

The grandfather, James Marion Montague, 
moved from Virginia to Fairfield county, Ohio, 
and in 1853 settled in Allen county, bringing with 
him his two sons and two daughters. He bought 
eighty acres of woodland, cleared it off, and this 
is’ che present farm of James Oscar Montague. 
In the course of time Thomas Montague suc- 
ceeded to this farm, on which he spent his life 
until his retirement, he being now a resident of 
Lima. He and his wife had a family of nine chil- 
dren, and of them all James Oscar was the eldest 
son. 


Growing up on the farm James Oscar Montague 
was sent to the Ash Grove country school for 
four months out of the year during the winter- 
ti:ii2, according to the custom prevailing at that 
time, and when he had completed his work there 
he was given the additional advantage of two 
years at the Elida High School, three years at 
Lima College, where he took the classical course, 
and two years at Otterbein College, where he also 
took the classical course. For a year following 
he was official secretary of the Lima Young Men’s 
Christian Association, and then returned to the 
homestead and spent three years upon it. He 
then spent four years with the National Cash 
Register Company at Dayton, Ohio, being em- 
ployed in the purchasing department, and was 
later made foreman of a portion of the stock de- 
partment. In 1908 he returned to the home farm, 
where he has continued to reside ever since. 

Mr. Montague and his father built a large 
greenhouse on their property in 1912, and con- 
ducted it until 1918, raising lettuce, cucumbers and 
tomatoes, but since then it has been rented to 
outside parties, the father retiring and the son 
devoting himself to conducting the farm. 


In 1903 Mr. Montague was married to Grace 
Angell, a daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth 
(Riley) Angell, of Lima, and they became the par- 
ents of four children, namely: Ruth Elizabeth, 
Marian Lucile, Virgil Thomas and Dorothy Ber- 
nice. Mr. Montague is a Republican, and has al- 
ways given his support to this party. In 1914 he 
ran for county auditor in a strong Democratic 
county, and was defeated. In 1906 he was his 
party’s candidate for county auditor, and was de- 
feated by only 373 votes. A Mason, he belongs 
to Lima Lodge No. 585, A. F. & A. M., and to 
Lima Chapter No. 4, R. A. M. A progressive 
man, he helped to organize the township farm 
bureau, and was elected its president in July, 
1920, and is one of its directors, and he is also on 
the executive committee of the farm bureau of 
‘en county. Mr. Montague is a man who has 

ind his educational training of benefit to him in 
s farm work, and his experiments are watched 

' “Sth great interest by his neighbors, and many of 
his innovations are adopted. 
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ALBERT DaNniEL NEUMAN. At one time a machin- 
ist in the locomotive shops at Lima, Albert D. 
Neuman also possessed the talent of a real busi- 
ness executive, and from the time he ventured in- 
to undertakings of his own has steadily prospered 
and seen his affairs and interests grow to cover 
a large share of the commercial activities of Lima. 

Mr. Neuman, who is especially identified with 
several of the mercantile enterprises of the city, 
was born in Crawford county, Ohio, a mile and a 
half west of Crestline, in 1858, a son of John and 
Elizabeth (Metcalf) Neuman. The Metcalfs were 
a Pennsylvania German family. The mother died 
in 1902. The father, a native of Germany, came 
alone at the age of seventeen to America and was 
an early farmer in Crawford county and for many 
years a general merchant at Crestline, where he 
died in 1882. 

Albert D. Neuman is the fifth in a family of 
ten children, five sons and five daughters. While 
he attended public school at Leesville and Crest- 
line, he early launched into work and experiences 
more directly connected with his future. Between 
the age of twelve and sixteen he was employed 
in a general store at Crestline. He then went on 
a farm, and for three and a half years was a 
steady working farm hand, the rate of wage being 
two hundred dollars a year, including board. Not 
satisfied to continue in the country and to become 
a farmer, he next learned the machinist’s trade 
in the Pennsylvania shops at Crestline, and served 
an apprenticeship of three years. A finished work- 
man, he came to Lima and for four months was 
in the Lima Locomotive Works, and for three 
and a half years was in the shops of the Cincin- 
nati, Hamilton & Dayton Railway, after which he 
went west to Topeka, Kansas, and was employed 
in the Santa Fe shops eleven months. On return- 
ing to Lima Mr. Neuman was in the Lake Erie 
shops for four months. That terminated his ser- 
vices for others. With A. B. Skelley he bought 
out the City Laundry Company, and operated this 
local industry with growing success and advan- 
tage for six and a half years. Selling out in 1898, 
he established the firm of Neuman & Williams, 
with Hugh Williams as partner, and bought the 
C. Bitzer Furniture House. For a quarter of a 
century Mr. Neuman has been one of the leading 
furniture merchants of Lima. The firm of Neu- 
man & Williams was dissolved after six and a 
half years, and he then reorganized a stock com- 
pany, since known as the Neuman-Kettler Fur- 
niture Company, of which he is vice president. 
This is one of the important establishments of 
its kind in this section of Ohio. In 1913 he also 
started another furniture house in another section 
of the city, known as the Lima House Furniture 
Company, of which he is president and active di- 
rector. Mr. Neuman is president of the Central 
Building & Loan Company, a director of the Lima 
Cord, Sole & Heel Company, and is interested 
in a number of other local enterprises. 

In 1887 he married Miss Debbie Reed, a datgh- 
ter of James M. Reed, of Crestline. At her death 
in 1892 she was survived by two children: Mary 
Elizabeth, who is now married and living in 
Pennsylvania; and Howard Neuman, of Mans- 
field, Ohio. In 1896 Mr. Neuman married Emma 
Clementine Glock daughter of Coonrod and 
Anna (Borst) Glock of Kenton, Ohio. Three 
children have been born to their marriage: Emma 
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Winona, Margaret Corinne and Florence Jean- 
nette. In matters of politics Mr. Neuman is in- 
dependent, voting for the man rather than for the 
party. He is a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite 
Mason and also a York Rite Mason, is a member 
of the Presbyterian Church, and belongs to the 
Lima Merchants Association, being one of the 
members whose successful achievements rate him 
high in local business circles. Among other con- 
nections already noted Mr, Neuman at one time 
was vice president of the East Iron Machine 
Company. 


Epwin C. AKERMAN, who is giving efficient serv- 
ice as chief deputy auditor of Allen county, was 
born and reared in this county and is a represen- 
tative of a family here founded nearly ninety 
years ago. 

Edwin Clyde Akerman was born on a farm near 
Lafayette, this county, on the 2d of June, 1864, 
and is a son of William Henry Akerman and Jane 
(Ransbottom) Akerman. The paternal grand- 
father, William Akerman, came from Morgan 
county, Ohio, to Allen county in 1834. Here he 
became a prosperous farmer and influential citizen 
of his community and here he and his wife re- 
mained until the close of their long and useful 
lives. William Akerman married Keziah B. Car- 
roll, of Morgan county, and they became the par- 
ents of thirteen children, of whom William Henry, 
father of the subject of this sketch, was the fourth 
in order of birth. 

William H. Akerman received the advantages 
of the common schools of Ohio and in his youth 
became a successful teacher, his principal peda- 
gogic service having been in the Suddeth district 
in Jackson township. He was only twenty-eight 
years of age at the time of his death, October 25, 
1868, and had been engaged in farming and teach- 
ing prior to his demise. His widow survived him 
by nearly half a century and was venerable in 
years at the time of her death, February 26, 1918. 
Edwin C. is the elder of their two children. 

After having attended the public schools at La- 
fayette Edwin C. Akerman entered the Ohio 
Northern University at Ada in 1882, and through 
his own éfforts he defrayed the expenses of his 
collegiate education. He continued to attend this 
institution at intervals, and in the meanwhile did 
successful service as a teacher in the public 
schools, his determined application finally result- 
ing in his graduation in 1892, with the degree of 
Bachelor of Philosophy. 

In the year 1888 was recorded the marriage of 
Mr. Akerman to Miss Sarah Augusta Butterfoss, 
daughter of Charles W. and Mille Q. (Roby) 
Butterfoss, of Ada, and the two children of this 
union are Audrey Gale, of Lima, and Opal Fen- 
ella, wife of Wilbur D. Nye, of this city. 

After his graduation in the Ohio Northern Uni- 
versity Mr. Akerman served from 1892 until 1897 
as superintendent of the public schools in the vil- 
lage of Elida, Allen county, and from 1897 until 
1900 he was the popular and successful principal 
of the high school at Bluffton, this county. He 
had previously served as principal of this high 
school—from 1887 until 1891—and upon his res- 
ignation, completed his course and was graduated 
in the university, as previously noted. In 1900 
he was advanced to the position of superintendent 
of the Bluffton public schools, in which position 


he continued to give characteristically effective 
administration until 1906. Mr. Akerman retired 
from the work of his profession to assume the 
office of auditor of his native county, a position 
to which he was elected in the autumn of 1905. 
He assumed his official duties in October, 1906, 
and at the expiration of his term of three years 
he was re-elected, in 1908, for a term of two years. 
Upon his retirement, October 15, 1911, he was re- 
tained by the county in the office of chief deputy 
auditor, a position of which he has since contin- 
ued the incumbent. Mr. Akerman in the mean- 
while gave close attention to the study of law, 
entirely during his leisure hours at home, and on 
the 4th of January, 1916, was admitted to the bar 
of his native state. He has been an active and 
loyal advocate and supporter of the cause of the 
Democratic party, is affliated with the Lodge and 
Encampment organizations of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, the lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons at Bluffton and the camp of the 
Modern Woodmen of America in the same vil- 
lage. He and his wife are active members of 
Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church in their home 
city of Lima, and he is a teacher in its Sunday 
School. His continued interest in the profession 
which so long engaged his time and attention 1s 
shown by the fact that since 1917 Mr. Akerman 
has been teacher of bookkeeping and accounting 
in the night school session of the Lima High 
School. 


Joun M. Reynotps. A business founded many 
years ago and made to grow and prosper and still 
an important asset of Spencerville is the W. A. 
Reynolds Lumber Company. Its founder was the 
late W. A. Reynolds and two of his sons are ac- 
tively identified with its management today. 

W. A. Reynolds was born in Clinton county, 
Ohio, but came to Allen county as a young man. 
For a time he was head sawyer in the Kephart 
Saw Mill at Spencerville. He also operated a 
feed mill, and owned and operated mills of his 
own. He also bought the lumber yard from A. 
W. Mauk. His business suffered several fires, one 
time both his mill and yard being destroyed. Per- 
sistency was one of the dominant traits of his 
character and he never allowed even the most 
discouraging circumstances to balk him in his ef- 
forts. Another factor that contributed to his suc- 
cess was the perfect credit rating he inaintained. 
He was largely sclf educated, having attended 
some of the old log school-houses of Ohio. Even 
through the busy years of his mature life he main- 
tained the habit of industrious reading. 

W. A. Reynolds married Mary C. Dietch, who 
was born in Columbiana county, Ohio, but grew 
up in Auglaize county, where they were married. 
They began housekeeping in Spencerville, and 
that community had cause to mourn the death of 
a fine and upright citizen when W. A. Reynolds 
passed away March 9, 1907. He was an active 
member of the Methodist Church, a charter mem- 
ber of Arcadia Lodge No. 306, A. F. and A. M., 
and was quite active in the Democratic party. He 
served eighteen years on the school board, and 
was also a banker. 

There were seven children in the family, five 
sons and two daughters. The oldest is John M. 
The second is W. Earl, an oil operator in Okla- 
homa. The third is Wilmer G. Reynolds, of the 
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W. A. Reynolds Lumber Company, who was born 
in Spencerville June 14, 1888. Mary R., is the wife 
of F. J. Rupert, is a graduate of the Spencerville 
High School and graduated in music from the 
Baldwin-Wallace College. Anna M., the other 
daughter, is also a high school graduate and took 
the musical course at Baldwin College and is now 
secretary of the Y. W. C. A. at Springfield, Ohio. 
Homer D., who lives at Joplin, Missouri, after 
graduating from the local high school attended 
Eastman’s Business College in Poughkeepsie, 
New York. Morris D. is a graduate of the Spen- 
cerville High School. 

Wilmer G. Reynolds married, June 23, 1914, 
Lois Hirn, who was a graduate of Wooster Col- 
lege and was a teacher before her marriage. They 
fee one daughter, Margaret L., born June 28, 

17. 

John M. Reynolds received a high school edu- 
cation at Spencerville, graduated from the busi- 
ness college at Poughkeepsie, New York, and 
soon after his return home went to old Mexico, 
where he lived eight months, and was at Los An- 
geles when his father died. He returned to Spen- 
cerville to take charge of his father’s busiriess, 
and is now actively associated with his brother 
and his mother in the partnership of the W. A. 
Reynolds Lumber Company. The family are also 
extensively interested in oil and mining in the 
west. 

October 16, 1913, John M. Reynolds married 
Gertrude Tone, who was born near Spencerville 
and was a graduate of the high school of that city, 
She was an active member of the Methodist 
Church, and a large community of friends deeply 
mourned her death on April 13, 1918. John M. 
Reynolds is a Royal Arch and Council Mason, 
being a past high priest of his Chapter, and is a 
charter member of El Carno Grotto, being the 
only charter member outside of Lima. He is also 
affiliated with the Elks and Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows at Lima, and is a director in the 
Citizens Bank of Spencerville and a member of 
the Progressive Association. 


C. Henry SmiruH, persident of the Citizens Na- 
tional Bank of Bluffton, and secretary and teacher 
of history of Bluffton College, is one of the emi- 
nent men of Bluffton, and a man who is also tak- 
ing considerable interest, in a constructive way, 
in the civic affairs of his community. He was 
born in Woodford county, Illinois, June 8, 1875, 
a son of John and Magdalene (Schertz) Smith. 
John Smith was born in Illinois in 1843, and his 
wife was born in the same state in 1844. On both 
sides the grandparents were natives of Alsace- 
Lorraine, France, from whence they came to the 
United States in the early part of the nineteenth 
century and settled in central Illinois, where they 
became farming people. 

Following their marriage John Smith and his 
wife located on a farm in Woodford county, and 
there spent the remainder of their useful lives. 
They were consistent members of the Mennonite 
Church. They had eight children, five of whom 
survive in 1920, namely: Joseph D., who is a 
farmer of central Illinois; Samuel E., who lives 
in Kansas; John C., who is a resident of central 
Illinois; Emma, who is the wife of B. J. Schertz, 
lives in Illinois; and C, Henry, whose name 
heads this review. 


C. Henry Smith was reared on his father’s farm 
in Woodford county, and attended the district 
schools, the Metamora, Illinois, High School, and 
the Illinois State Normal School at Normal, Illi- 
nois, being graduated from the latter institution. 
He then became a student of the University of 
Illinois and was graduated therefrom with the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts, and he then took a 
course at the University of Chicago, and was 
graduated from it with the degrees of Master of 
Arts and of Doctor of Philosophy. While taking 
these extended courses Mr. Smith was engaged in 
teaching in the public schools of Illinois, Elkhart 
Institute and Goshen College, and then became 
an instructor of history in the Manual Training 
High School at Indianapolis, Indiana. In 1913 
Bluffton College was fortunate enough to secure 
him as secretary and instructor in history, and he 
has remained with this institution ever since. Doc- 
tor Smith is an authority on historical subjects, 
and maintains membership in the American His- 
torical Society and the American Sociological So- 
ciety. 

In December, 1908, Mr. Smith was united in 
marriage with Laura L. Ioder, a daughter of Wil- 
liam and Frances (Stauffer) Ioder, farmers and 
stockraisers. Mrs. Smith is a graduate of Knox 
College and a lady of great intellectual attain- 


ments. Doctor and Mrs. Smith have no children. 
They are active members of the Mennonite 
Church. 


When the Citizens National Bank was organ- 
ized in 1920 Doctor Smith was made its first pres- 
ident, and he is also president of the First Na- 
tional Bank of Pendora, Ohio. The officers of 
the Citizens National Bank are: C. Henry Smith, 
president; Herman Locher, vice president; Elmer 
Romey, cashier; and E. M. Hostellter, assistant 
cashier. The directors of the bank are: C. Henry 
Smith, Herman Locher, Henry Zehrebach, D. D. 
Flick, Noah Basinger, Casper Herman and Adam 
S. Steier. Doctor Smith is a Democrat, and has 
served as a member of the Bluffton City Council. 
In addition to the other organizations with which 
he is connected he belongs to the American Eco- 
nomic Association, the Ohio Historical Associa- 
tion and the Greek Letter college fraternity, Phi 
Beta Kappa. 

Doctor Smith knows how to awaken an interest 
in history as do few instructors, putting life into 
the dry facts and arousing an interest on the part 
of his pupils which cannot help but be inspiring. 
The part he is taking in the financial and civic 
affairs of Bluffton is of a high character and en- 
titles him to the confidence and gratitude of his 
associates, and few men in this locality are held in 
as high regard as he. 


AzartAH D. Mitrer. In the legal fraternity of 
Allen county a name which is known and hon- 
ored is that of Azariah D, Miller, of Lima, who 
has been connected long and prominently with 
matters of jurisprudence in the county, both as an 
able, thorough and industrious lawyer, and as a 
dignified, learned and eminently honorable mem- 
ber of the bench. 

Mr. Miller was born on a farm in Amanda town- 
ship, Allen county, June 18, 1853, a son of Joseph 
and Minerva (Shock) Miller, the former a native 

of Ross county. As a youth Azariah D. Miller 
divided his time between assisting his father and 
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attending the district school, and when still a lad 
began teaching school, having taught and closed 
his first school term before he was sixteen years 
of age. He then attended a school at Lebanon, 
Ohio, where he furthered his preparation for the 
educator’s vocation, and March 5, 1876, was united 
in marriage with Darthula Place, who was also 
born in Amanda township, a daughter of James 
and Susan (Culver) Place, of Delaware county, 
Ohio. Following his marriage Mr. Miller con- 
tinued to teach in the country districts for several 


years, and also engaged in farming on a small . 


property which he owned. In the meantime, how- 
ever, he was constantly applying himself to the 
study of law with the late Judge James Mackenzie 
and Judge Theo. D. Robb. Mr. Miller came to 
Lima and entered the Probate Judge’s office as 
chief clerk under Judge Robb. He was identified 
from the first with matters of the utmost legal 
importance, and in a number of cases showed such 
ability and thorough knowledge of the funda- 
mentals of law that it was recognized that he was 
composed of judicial timber. For six years he 
acted in the capacity of deputy probate judge of 
Allen county, and for two terms as probate judge, 
and during his long incumbency his decisions 
were agreed upon as being just and impartial and 
based upon the true principles of law and has the 
distinction of never having been reversed by the 
higher courts of the county and state. At the 
present time Mr. Miller has an office in the Met- 
ropolitan Building, where he receives his clients, 
among whom are to be found some of the leading 
interests of the city. He is interested in civic 
affairs as a good citizen and gives his public- 
spirited support to every project that promises 
to benefit Lima, its institutions and the welfare 
of its people. 

Mr. and Mrs. Miller were the parents of the 
following children: Heber Herman, who died at 
the age of eleven months; Lehr E., treasurer of 
Allen county; Freda, the wife of Herbert Conrad, 
of Lima; Susan, the wife of Edgar V. Smith, of 
this city; James Joseph, also a resident of Lima; 
Adeline, the wife of Dalis Stiles, of Muskogee, 
Oklahoma; Mabel, the wife of Carl Leonard, of 
Houston, Texas; Walter L. and Theodore D., 
twins, who reside at Lima; and Marie Beatrice, 
wife of Frank Roberts of Lima. Mr. and Mrs. Mil- 
ler are members of Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
Church. His fraternal affiliations are with the Mod- 
ern Woodmen of America and the A. I. U. He isa 
Democrat in politics, has represented his party 
as a delegate in county, state and national con- 
ventions and was considered a leader in his party 
until he retired from politics. 


Joun A. Scuercer. A life-long resident of Del- 
phos, one of its quiet and industrious business 
men and capable citizens, John A. Scherger is a 
member of the firm C. Scherger & Sons, proprie- 
tors of the largest and best equipped marble, 
granite and monumental business in this section 
of the state. 


The founder of the business is Constantine 
Scherger, one of the prominent old residents of 
Allen county. He was born in Bavaria, Germany, 
October 1, 1842, son of Anton and Josephine 
Scherger. Three years later, in 1845, the family 
came to the United States, first locating in Sen- 
eca county, Ohio. In 1851 Josephine Scherger, 


the mother, lost her life when she fell in a well 
and drowned. Anton Scherger died in 1875. Both 
were devout Catholics. ’ 

Constantine Scherger lived at home until 1858. 
He spent a year in Hancock county, Ohio, then 
learned the wagon maker’s trade at Fremont and 
subsequently worked at Lima and then located 
permanently in Delphos. On June 28, 1862, he 
responded to the call of the president for troops 
to put down the rebellion, enlisting in Company 
A of the 99th Ohio Infantry, and was in service 
through many campaigns until the close of the 
war, being mustered out at Nashville in June, 1865, 
After the war he followed various business pur- 
suits until 1874, when with a brother he bought 
the marble shop of James Tolan. The brothers 
were associated for about two years, and since 
then Constantine Scherger has contimued the busi- 
ness with constantly expanding facilities and trade 
until his shop is now one of the largest in either 
Allen or Van Wert counties. He also established 
two branch shops, but these have been discontin- 
ued. On January 1, 1905, he took in his sons, 
Barney T. and John, as partners and since then 
the firm title has been C. Scherger & Sons. Every 
mechanical equipment for perfect work is found 
in the shop, and some very expert tradesmen and 
artists are also employed on the staff. ; 

In 1868 Constantine Scherger married Fannie 
Fischer, who was born in Huron county, Ohio, a 
daughter of Saffron Fischer. She died in 1883, 
the mother of nine children. On April 22, 1884, 
Constantine Scherger married Mrs. Mary (Dolt) 
Suever, widow of Frank Suever and daughter of 
Joseph Dolt. To the second marriage were born 
Joseph, Leo, Ida and Anthony. The family are 
all members of St. John’s Catholic Church. Con- 
stantine Scherger is a Democrat and is a former 
member of the City Council. 

John A. Scherger was born on Main street in 
Delphos August 6, 1869, and as he grew up in the 
village he attended both the parochial and public 
schools. He left school to learn the marble and 
granite trade, and on January 1, 1892, he became 
a partner with his father and for nearly thirty 
years has had a great deal to do with the success 
and expansion of this industry. He established 
a branch shop at Ottawa, Ohio. 

August 9, 1892, John A. Scherger married 
Agnes Weible. She died in 1893, at the birth of 
her twin sons, Constantine and Henry. The son 
Henry died August 27, 1893. On November 24, 
1897, Mr. Scherger married for his present wife 
Mary C. Goebel. They have three children, 
Leona, Ruth and John B. Leona is a graduate of 
the parochial schools in 1918, while Ruth is at- 
tending high school. The family are all members 
of St. John’s Catholic Church and Mr. Scherger is 
affiliated with the Knights of Columbus, Catholic 
Knights of America, Catholic Knights of Ohio 
and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. He has taken 
interest in Democratic politics, and served four 
terms as a member of the City Council. He is 
also a director of the Delphos National Bank, 
the Delphos Savings and Loan Association, the 
Mueller Implement and Automobile Company 
and the Delphos Printing and Publishing Com- 
pany, and is also one of the real men of affairs 
of his little city and regarded by all as a man 
completely worthy and deserving of trust and 
responsibility, 
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Cuarves E. Eckert, senior member of the reliable 
firm of Charles E. Eckert & Son, undertakers, is 
one of the sound business men of Lima, and a 
leader in his line of endeavor in Allen county. He 
was born at Miltonville, Butler county, Ohio, in 
1853, a son of George and Mary (Squier) Eckert, 
and grandson of Jacob Eckert, who came to the 
United States from Baden, Germany, and first 
settled in Pennsylvania, where he was married to 
a girl of German birth, but later moved to Mil- 
tonville, Ohio. By trade he was a tailor, and he 
worked at his calling all of his life. He and his 
wife had the following children: Joseph, Jacob, 
John George, Henry, August, Daniel and two 
daughters. 

George Eckert owned a pottery at Miltonville, 
was by trade a potter, and he continued in that 
line of business until his death, which occurred in 
1895, his widow surviving him until 1905, when 
she, too, passed away. Of the three children born 
to them Charles E.. Eckert was the eldest. 

Growing up in his native town Charles E. Eck- 
ert attended its public schools until he reached the 
age of sixteen years, when he began working in 
his father’s pottery, and remained with him until 
1893. In that year he went to Middletown, Ohio, 
and entering the employ of an undertaker, re- 
mained with him, learning the business thorough- 
ly, so that at the expiration he was able to pass 
the state examinations. Mr. Eckert then came 
to Lima, his old employer, Mr. Wilson at that 
time moving his establishment to this city, and 
for a short period Mr. Eckert remained with him, 
but then left him to go with James E. Grosjean, 
undertaker, and continued with the latter for five 
years. On April 23, 1902, Mr. Eckert in partner- 
ship with his only son, George Warren Eckert, 
went into business for himself on Spring street, 
under the firm style of Charles E. Eckert & Son. 
The firm have erected a funeral home and chapel 
for private funerals at No. 206 South West street, 
on a plat 51 x 165 feet. The patronage comes 
from Lima and the country adjacent to the city 
for a radius of many miles. The partners are 
noted for their reliable and sympathetic. service 
and moderate charges, and the connections formed 
in the hour of deepest bereavement oftentimes 
develop into permanent friendships. Mr. Eckert 
is also vice president of the Shawnee Finance 
Company. ; ‘ f 

In 1874 Mr. Eckert was united in marriage at 
Centerville, Indiana, to Drusilla Antrim, a daugh- 
ter of Cyrus and Catherine (Seeley) Antrim, and 
they became the parents of three children, name- 
ly: George Warren, who married Blanche Talbot, 
a daughter of Frank and Mary (Ring) Talbot, 
in 1914, and has two children, Charles Francis and 
Mary Drusilla; Keturah A., who married Harry 
Taylor, of Lima; and Cyrus, who died in the Fall 
of 1893, when he was nine years old. Mrs. Eckert 
died on September 29, 1892. Mr. Eckert subse- 
quently was married to Minnie Dietz, a daughter 
of August and Sarah (Buehl) Dietz. There were 
no children by this marriage, and the second Mrs. 
Eckert died in 1913. ¢ 

Mr. Eckert is a Republican and very strong in 
his support of his party. In his fraternal rela- 
tions he maintains membership with the Odd Fei- 
lows, Maccabees, Royal Arcanum and the Benev- 
olent and Protective Order of Elks, all of Lima, 
and socially he belongs to the Lima Club and the 


Lima Automobile Club. For some years he has 
been a member of the Lima Chamber of Com- 
merce, and he is ex-president of the Ohio Funeral 
Directors & Embalming Association, having pre- 
sided over its destinies in 1918. He is a member 
and elder of the Market Street Presbyterian 
Church. 

George Warren Eckert is a Scottish Rite Ma- 
son, having attained to the thirty-second degree 
in Masonry, and he also belongs to Zenobia Tem- 
ple, Mystic Shrine, of Toledo, Ohio. He is a 
member of Lima Commandery, K. T., and also 
belongs to the Blue Lodge, Chapter and Council. 
In addition he is prominent in Lima Lodge, K. 
of P., of which he is past chancellor; Lima Lodge, 
B. P. O. E., and the Lima Tribe of Ben Hur. The 
Kiwanis, Lima, Lima Automobile and Shawnee 
Country Clubs have him as an active member. 
During the Spanish-American war George W. 
Eckert was a private in Company C, Second 
Ohio National Guard, and in 1898 was sent to 
Chickamauga Park, and from there south, being 
in active service for a period of nine months. On 
October 23, 1913, he was made captain of his com- 
pany, and as such was sent to the Mexican bor- 
der, was promoted to be regimental adjutant, and 
resigned with that rank in 1916. : 

Both father and son are very well known all 
over Allen county and are recognized as men of 
sterling character and citizens of the most desir- 
able kind. They understand their difficult busi- 
ness and know how to invest the last rites with 
a dignity that is fitting and soothing, and their 
services are in demand by those who appreciate 
the high quality of all of their transactions. 


WiiiraM H. Gatrant. The service the insurance 
men are rendering their fellow citizens is not ap- 
preciated until after a calamity. When a devas- 
tating fire has swept through a neighborhood, 
almost the first question asked after the safety of 
the occupants of the buildings is ascertained is 
“what insurance is carried?’ Strange to say this 
is a question seldom asked except by the man 
who seeks to awaken the prospective buyer to 2 
sense of the importance of such an investment. 
Again, wHfen death has taken its toll, or accident 
maimed or totally incapacitated, once more the 
question arises as to the amount of insurance car- 
ried. The world is too apt to feel too secure. 
Until the blow falls a man feels so safe. He can 
see the need of another for such protection, but 
not for himself, until the insurance man, through 
hard work and real eloquence, convinces him of 
his duty to his family, his community and him- 
self. No man has the right to leave his family 
unprotected; he should not fail in his duty as a 
citizen in taking care that he and his are not a 
public charge; and he most certainly owes it to 
himself to make some arrangements so that his 
old age, following his years of production, are 
comfortable ones. All of this and much more the 
insurance man talks and teaches, and to the credit 
of this large body of alert and hard-working men 
be it said there is more insurance being bought 
today than ever before in the history of the 
country. 

Lima has some of the best men in this line of 
business, and one of them is William H. Gallant, 
who is a general agent for the International Life 
Insurance Company of Saint Louis, Missouri, his 
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territory covering all of northern Ohio, and for 
the Aetna Life Insurance Company of Hartford, 
Connecticut. His offices are at 12914 West High 
street. He was born in Mechlenburg county, 
North Carolina, March 12, 1893, a son of Thomas 
A. and Margaret (Hargett) Gallant. The family 
is of Scotch-Irish stock, and the majority of its 
members have been either farmers or professional 
men. 

Until he was fifteen years old Mr. Gallant at- 
tended the public schools of his native county, 
but then entered the insurance field and from then 
on has been engaged in this line of endeavor, with 
very gratifying results. For a number of years 
he traveled, but in 1915 located permanently at 
Lima, first being manager for Elmer Webb & 
Company, and had all of the life insurance of that 
concern under his supervision until he entered 
the service of his country, June 24, 1918, as a pri- 
vate from Lima in the Three Hundred and Thirty- 
fourth Regiment, Eighty-fourth Division, United 
States Army. He was sent overseas, landed at 
La Havre, France, and was in the training area 
until November 4, 1918, when he and his organi- 
zation was sent to Belgium, and was on the way 
when the armistice was signed. He spent some 
time at Le Mons Belgian camp, where he received 
his promotion as corporal, and was transferred 
to the Quartermasters Department in February, 
1919. Mr. Gallant had the distinction of being 
returned to his own country on the “George 
Washington” as a fellow passenger with Presi- 
dent Wilson in June, 1919, and was sent to Camp 
Merritt, and from there to Camp Sherman, where 
he was honorably discharged July 18, 1919. 

Returning to Lima, he secured the general 
agency for the two companies he is representing, 
and is doing remarkably well, his long and varied 
experience in this line of business making him 
specially fitted for it. Like the maiority of the 
veterans of the great war, Mr. Gallant wears the 
Legion button, and is post adjutant of the Lima 
Post of the American Legion, and chairman of 
the Entertainment Committee. : 

In October, 1917, he was united in marriage 
with Miss Marie Neville Nagle, a daughter of 
Willis C. and Alice (Neville) Nagle. In politics 
Mr. Gallant is a Republican. He belongs to the 
Lima organizations of the Elks and Knights of 
Pythias. The Presbyterian Church holds his 
membership. 


Ouiver S. KitcHen. The qualities of perseverance, 
industry, adaptability and good judgment have 
prevailed in the career of Oliver S. Kitchen, win- 
ning for him an honorable position in the business 
life of Lima, where he is manager and equal own- 
er of the Sherwood Walk-Over Boot Shop, lo- 
cated on the Public Square. Mr. Kitchen is a 
product of the agricultural regions of Putnam 
county, Ohio, having been born at Leipsic Feb- 
ruary 12, 1891, a son of Thomas A. and Irene 
(Clark) Kitchen. 

Mr. Kitchen is of Irish-Scotch descent, and for 
the greater part the members of his family have 
been identified with agricultural pursuits. His 
parents, after many years spent in farming, are 
now residing in comfortable retirement at Bluff- 
ton. The youngest of three sons, Oliver S. Kit- 
chen attended the public schools of Bluffton, and 


after three years at the high school there secured 
a position as delivery boy in the grocery store of 
Charles Lambert, a well-known merchant of that 
city. He spent three years in that capacity and 
then resigned to accept the position of salesman 
with the Wise Clothing Company, a concern with 
which he was identified for four years. In 1911 
Mr. Kitchen came to Lima to become a clerk in 
the Walk-Over Boot Shop, owned by D. L. Sher- 
wood, at whose death in 1915 Mr. Kitchen bought 
a half-interest in the business from the Sherwood 
estate. Since that time he has acted as manager 
for this enterprise, which has the agency for the 
well-known Walk-Over shoes, and has built up a 
large and prosperous business, the trade extend- 
ing into the country for a radius of thirty miles, 
in addition to controlling a large and important 
city patronage. The volume of business done 
necessitates the employment of four salesmen. 
Through his business ability, unfailing courtesy 
and progressive spirit Mr. Kitchen has developed 
a substantial enterprise, and at the same time has 
succeeded to the good will and friendship of his 
patrons. 

Mr. Kitchen was married in 1913 to Miss Mae 
Riker, daughter of John and Teresa (Wynn) 
Riker, of Lima, and to this union there has been 
born one daughter, Marie Helen, born in 1914. 
Mr. and Mrs. Kitchen are members of Trinity 
Methodist Church. In politics he is a Republi- 
can. He is an active and valued member of the 
Lima Chamber of Commerce and the Lima Mer- 
chants Association, and his fraternal affiliations 
include membership in Lima Lodge No. 585, F. 
& A. M., and the local lodge of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, in each of. which 
he has numerous friends. 


Isaac WiLEy JoHN. Elida is one of the smaller 
cities of Ohio which is a distributing center for 
a wide outside territory, so that the business of 
meeting the demands of this trade is an important 
one and the merchants of the place are achieving 
gratifying results as a result of their hard work 
and good management. One of these men is 
Isaac Wiley John, sole proprietor of the general 
store which bears his name. He was born at 
Elida, Ohio, in 1874, a son of Jesse J. and Mary 
(Rousch) John. The family is of Welsh origin 
and was founded in the American colonies by 
three brothers who came here from Wales. Grif- 
fith John, the great-grandfather of Isaac W. John, 
came to Ohio from Johnstown, Pennsylvania, 
named in honor of the family, and after a time 
spent in Ross county moved into Allen county 
and settled in what is now Elida. He named the 
place Elida in honor of his brother, Elida John. 
Griffith John secured land from the Federal Gov- 
ernment to the extent of 1,600 acres, and was 
engaged in conducting his farm all of his life. 

Jesse J. John was the eldest of fourteen chil- 
dren born of his parents, and his sister, Martha 
John, was the first white child born at Elida. 
She married D, L. Crites. As was but natural, 
Jesse J. John was a farmer, and became very suc- 
cessful. He and his wife had fourteen children, 
of whom Isaac W. John was the twelfth, 

Until he was fourteen years old Isaac W. John 
attended the public schools of his district, but 
then left school and began working on the home- 


tvs 


\\ > s 
bee 
\ AV 
\ \ 
i 
| 
iV 
i . | 
} \ \t 
\ 


= 


STORY OF ALLEN COUNTY 5) 


stead of 200 acres located near Elida, and re- 
mained on it until he was twenty-three years old. 
For the subsequent two years he was engaged in 
a butchering business at Elida with his brother, 
and in 1900 began conducting a meat market of 
his own, but sold it in 1902. For the subsequent 
five years he was custodian of the Court House 
of Allen county, and then for two years served 
on the police force of Lima under Mayor Dyer. 
In 1910 he re-embarked in the meat business at 
Elida, and after a year added groceries, and now 
has a general store, handling a large and varied 
stock of first-class goods, which he sells at prices 
as are as low as is consistent with the market 
and the quality. His trade comes from the city 
and the country for a radius of ten miles. In ad- 
dition to his store Mr. John has other interests, 
and is a stockholder of the Delphose Rubber Com- 
pany. 

Mr. John was first married to Pearl Miller, who 
died in 1898, leaving one child. In 1900 Mr. John 
was married to Myrtle Lease, a daughter of Jacob 
and Susan Lease, of Elida, and they have two 
children. In politics, Mr. John is a Republican, 
and takes an intelligent interest in public mat- 
ters. From 1899 to 1905 he was town marshal of 
Elida, and the various positions he has held and 
the interest he has always shown in his duties 
have not only gained him the acquaintance of the 
majority of the people of this region, but their 
friendship and confidence, and by them and all 
who come into contact with him he is recognized 
as a solid citizen of real merit. Although he is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
John family were originally Quakers, and very 
active in the Society of Friends.  Fraternally 
he belongs to the Odd Fellows and Loyal Order 
of Moose, and is as popular in these organizations 
as he is elsewhere, for he is one who knows how 
to inspire esteem, 


GeorcE E. Bayty. Fealty to facts in the analyza- 
tion of the character of a citizen of the type of 
George E. Bayly, of Lima, is all that is required 
to make a biographical sketch interestirig to those 
who have at heart the good name of the commu- 
nity, because it is the honorable reputation of the 
man of standing and affairs more than any other 
consideration that gives character and stability 
to the body politic and makes the true glory of a 
city or county revered at home and respected in 
other and distant localities. In the broad light 
which things of good report ever invite the name 
and character of Mr. Bayly stand revealed and 
secure, and, though of modest demeanor, with no 
ambition to distinguish himself in public position 
or as a leader of men, his career has been sig- 
nally honorable, and it may be studied with profit 
by the youth entering upon his life work. 

George E. Bayly was born at New Hagerstown, 
Ohio, on the 6th day of April, 1883, and is the son 
of William E. and Mary L. (Brann) Bayly, both 
of whom were born and reared in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Their marriage occurred at Lockport, 
near Cincinnati, and Mr. Bayly engaged in the 
wholesale business, in which he was successful. 
Eventually he moved to New Hagerstown and 
bought a large farm. Here the son George E. 
was reared and attended the neighboring district 
schools and an academy during his youth. He 
then entered Valparaiso University at Valparaiso, 


Indiana, where he was graduated in 1903. Imme- 
diately thereafter he went to Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, where he became connected with the 
treasurer's department of the Carnegie Steel 
Company, with which he remained about four 
years. He then came to Lima and engaged in 
the furniture and office supply business, with 
which he was identified for nine years in the ca- 
pacity of personal manager. The business is still 
conducted under the title of the Emerson W. 
Price Company, of which he is secretary and a 
director. He also has a financial interest in the 
Lima Overland Company, of which he became 
president in June, 1916, and which has developed 
into one of the largest and most prosperous con- 
cerns of the kind in northwestern Ohio, They 
handle Overland and Willys-Knight cars, for 
which they have the agency of the six north- 
western Ohio counties. They also conduct a 
used-car department, which has been very suc- 
cessfully conducted, and the enterprise is num- 
bered: among the most successful of the kind 
here. As the executive head of the company Mr. 
Bayly has devoted his energies entirely to this 
field of effort, being ably seconded by the other 
officers of the company, Samuel Roeder, vice- 
president, and E. R. Lindesmith, secretary and 
treasurer. They have erected a splendid sales 
room on West Market street, where they are well 
equipped for the carrying on of their operations. 
Starting out with a capital stock of $50,000, the 
growth of the business was so rapid that it has 
been found necessary to increase the capitaliza- 
tion to $150,000. 

Mr. Bayly has also given his support to other 
local enterprises, being a stockholder in the First 
National Bank, of which he was chosen a director 
at the age of thirty-two years, and is a stock- 
holder and director of the Weatley Company. 
He has been public spirited and loyal in his atti- 
tude toward all movements looking to the ad- 
vancement of the community in any way, and 
during the various activities of the World war 
he took a leading part, serving effectively as 
chairman of all the Liberty and Victory loan 
drives in Allen county. 

Mr. Bayly is a Democrat in his political views, 
and served one term as a member of the City 
Council from the Fourth Ward, being the first 
Democrat ever elected from that ward. Frater- 
nally he is a member of the Free and Accepted 
Masons, in which he has attained to the thirty- 
second degree of the Scottish Rite, the Benevol- 
ent and Protective Order of Elks and the United 
Commercial Travelers. He is a member of the 
Lima Club, of which he has served as president; 
has served as vice president of the Shawnee Coun- 
try Club; vice president of the Rotary Club, and 
president of the Chamber of Commerce. 

On June 30, 1908, Mr. Bayly was married toe 
Madge Vail, who was born and reared in Lima, 
the daughter of Dr. J. B. and Rose (Skinner) 
Vail, and to this union has been born a son, 
George Vail Bayly, born July 23, 1917. Further 
specific mention of Dr. Vail will be found else- 
where in this work. Mr. Bayly has by his public 
spirit, business success and personal character 
won the universal esteem of all who know him. 


Frank W. Swaney. For a number of years the 
personal medium between the patrons and the 
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Erie Railway Company at Spencerville has been 
Frank W. Swaney, Erie agent, an expert in. all 
his duties and a very energetic and public spirited 
citizen of his locality. 

Mr. Swaney, who has been in railroad work 
practically ever since he left the farm, was born 
in Allen county February 22, 1879, son of John 
and Margaret (Williams) Swaney. His parents 
were also born in this state, the mother in Allen 
county. John Swaney was reared in Allen coun- 
ty and after his marriage located on a farm and 
spent many industrious years cultivating the land 
and providing for his family. Late in life he re- 
tired to Lima, where his wife died December 25, 
1915, and where he is still living. He is a mem- 
ber of the Christian Church, and while living in 
the country was an active worker in the Grange, 
served as a road supervisor and is a Democrat in 
politics. Of eight children seven are still living: 
Verdie, wife of A. M. De Weese, of Hammond, 
Indiana; Alphus, a farmer near Harrod, Ohio; 
Nettie, wife of Arthur May, living near Lafayette, 
Ohio; Frank W.; Myrtle, wife of William Rich- 
ards, of Lima; Ed, a real estate dealer at Lima; 
and Walter, connected with the Lima Locomo- 
tive Works. 

Frank W. Swaney grew up on the farm, ac- 
quired a district school education, and at the age 
of eighteen left home and began learning teleg- 
raphy. He was soon pronounced proficient in 
handling the telegraph key, and on April 20, 1904, 
was assigned his first duties with the Erie Rail- 
way at Spencerville, and as operator and agent 
has been at his post of duty continuously for six- 
teen years. 

June 9, 1902, Mr. Swaney married Florence 
Briggs, daughter of Charles and Emma Briggs, 
her mother now deceased. She was educated in 
the common schools and is a graduate of the 
Spencerville High School. Mr. and Mrs. Swaney 
are members of the Christian Church, and he is a 
Republican and is affiliated with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias, 
being a past chancellor of the latter order. j 


Wiii1Am C. BerryHILL. The prosperity of any 
community is indicated to the thoughtful per- 
son not through the medium of senseless public 
demonstrations or wasteful improvements, but 
in the standing of the solid, conservative business 
houses, and judged by this standard Lima is hold- 
ing its own, even in these days of unrest, One 
of these representative houses is that of Waltz & 
Berryhill, dealers in general hardware, and Wil- 
liam C. Berryhill, the junior member, is one of 
the well-known as well as highly respected men 
of Allen county, of which he is a native son, as 
he was born in Bath township on February 26, 
1876. His parents, Jefferson and Hester Anne 
(Bellinger) Berryhill, came of Irish and Scotch 
stock, and were born in the vicinity of Lima, on 
farming properties. John Berryhill, the paternal 
grandfather, bought eighty acres of land in Bath 
township, Allen county, Ohio, and his deed to it, 
signed by President Martin Van Buren, is still 
in the family, as is the land, it now being the 
property of Lewis Franklin Berryhill. William 
C. Berryhill is the youngest of the seven children 
born to his parents. 

Until he reached his majority William C. Berry- 
hill attended the country schools and assisted his 


father on the farm, but then, leaving the farm, 
took a year’s course at the Lima Business Col- 
lege so as to prepare himself for a different kind 
of a career. He was ambitious and decided to 
become a lawyer, and with this end in view be- 
came a stenographer and notary public in the 
office of Hamilton & Bentley, and at the same 
time studied law, remaining with this firm. until 
it was dissolved, at which time he went with T. 
R. Hamilton, and remained with him for three 
vears. Mr. Berryhill then became bookkeeper 
for the J. J. Ewing Hardware Company, and 
when this concern was succeeded in 1908 by the 
Lima Hardware Company Mr. Berryhill contin- 
ued to hold the same position with the new con- 
cern, and subsequently was made its treasurer. 
In 1913, in partnership with Mr. Waltz, he found- 
ed the hardware house of Waltz & Berryhill, and 
since then the two have been eminently success- 
ful in their undertakings. The business is lo- 
cated at 323 West Main street, Lima, and here a 
general line of hardware is carried. Mr. Berry- 
hill is also a stockholder in the Lima Trust Com- 
any. 

a te November, 1919, Mr. Berryhill was married 
to Flora Plattner, of Bluffton, Ohio. Mr. Berry- 
hill is a Republican, but has never cared to go 
into politics. While he has found a business life 
more to his liking, the knowledge he gained 
while associated with the profession of law has 
come in useful, and he feels that his outlook on 
life is broadened considerably because of it. 


ApAM Hirn, a notary public of Spencerville, is 
one of the reliable realtors and insurance men of 
this city, and at one time served in the office of 
justice of the peace. He was born in Morrow 
county, Ohio, on October 9, 1852, a son of Chris- 
topher and Veronica (Shaub) Hirn, natives of 
Baden, Germany, who came to the United States 
in 1852, and after some years spent in the vicinity 
of Galion, Ohio, he moved te Van Wert county, 
and, buying 160 acres of land, lived upon it until 
claimed by death. Religious people, he and his 
wife were active in the Reformed Church, and he 
served the local body in several official capacities. 
Not only did he assist in the construction of the 
church edifice at Galion, but also was a generous 
contributor to the building fund of the one 
at Spencerville. His political convictions led him 
to give his support to the Republican party after 
he had received his papers of citizenship. Seven 
children were born to him and his wife, those 
living being as follows: Frederick, who is a re- 
tired butcher of Spencerville, served in the war 
between the states, married Margaret McCoy, and 
a sketch of him appears elsewhere in this work: 
Philip, who also served in the Union army, mar- 
ried Catherine Rose, and lives at Delphos, Ohio; 
Anna L.,_ married William Marbagh, October 
2, 1889; Englehardt, also an ex-Union soldier, 
married Minnie Lawrence and lives at Arkaloma, 
Kansas; and Adam, whose name heads this re- 
view. 

Adam Hirn was reared in Morrow and Van 
Wert counties, and attended their schools and 
the National Normal School at Lebanon, Ohio, 
and after he had completed his courses became a 
public school teacher. For eighteen years Mr. 
Hirn continued in the educational field, and then 
for two years was a member of the selling force 
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of a department store at Princeton, Indiana, but 
returned to the farm, and, buying out the other 
heirs, conducted the homestead until 1917, in that 
year locating at Spencerville and establishing 
himself in his present business. He handles city 
and country properties, and represents a number 
of the old-line fire insurance companies. He still 
owns a farm of 140 acres in Van Wert county, 
five miles southwest of Spencerville. For sev- 
eral years Mr. Hirn held the office of justice of 
the peace, and his decisions never were reversed 
py the higher courts. In politics he is a Repub- 
ican, 

_On June 9, 1881, Mr. Hirn was united in mar- 
riage with Elizabeth Hight, born in Mercer coun- 
ty, Ohio, on July 29, 1860, a daughter of William 
and Theresa Hight. Mrs. Hirn was reared at 
Celina, Ohio, and after being graduated from its 
high school was engaged in teaching school for 
three years prior to her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hirn became the parents of four children, namely: 
William C., who was born on August 22, 1882, 
was graduated from the Tri-State College at 
Angola, Indiana, and the University of Michigan 
at Ann Arbor, is now with the Sanitary Depart- 
ment of Michigan; Mary G., who was born Oc- 
tober 27, 1883, was graduated from Oxford Col- 
lege and taught school prior to her marriage to 
L, L. Rupert, a graduate of the Wisconsin State 
University, and who served in the World war as 
a captain; Carl D., who was born October 1, 1885, 
was graduated from the Ohio State University, 
and is county agent of the agricultural exten- 
sion department of Clinton county; and Lois L., 
who was born November 10, 1889, attended the 
Tri-State College at Angola, Indiana, and also 
the institution at Wooster, Ohio, and taught 
school prior to her marriage to Wilmer G. Rey- 
nolds, of Spencerville, Ohio. The family belong 
to the New Salem Presbyterian Church of Spen- 
cerville, of which Mr. Hirn has been an elder for 
thirty-seven years. Well known as a Mason, he 
belongs to Arcadia Lodge No. 306, F. & A. M. 


Cart MattTHIAE is an old and prominent business 
man of Lima and has been identified with the 
industrial and commercial life of the city for over 
thirty years. 

He was born in Saxony, Germany, May 1, 1858, 
and was reared and educated in his native land, 
where he learned the trade of stone cutter. In 
1882, at the age of twenty-four, he came to the 
United States, and for a year or so was employed 
at his trade in Herkimer county, New York. In 
1884 he moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, and in 1889 
brought his family to Lima, where during the first 
winter he was employed as a journeyman. He 
then entered business as a general contractor, 
furnishing cut stone and also taking contracts for 
stone and brick work for buildings. He handled 
several contracts for school houses in Lima, also 
for a school house at Lafayette, and subsequently 
established a monument business at 629 North 
Jackson street, a business he still operates, em- 
ploying the most experienced stone cutters and 
has the plant thoroughly equipped with all mod- 
ern machinery and labor saving devices. 

January 1, 1885, Mr. Matthiae married Cath- 
erine Jost. She was born in Prussia, Germany, 
and arrived at Baltimore, Maryland, August 27, 
1884, soon afterward going to Cincinnati, where 


she was married the first of the following year. 
The children born to Mr. and Mrs, Matthiae are 
as follows: Catherine, who died in infancy; Carl 
H., an engineer of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
way, living at Lima; Anna, Mrs. M. E. Frawley, 
of Lima; Louisa, who died at the age of thirteen; 
Edmund Philip, connected with the Lima Loco- 
motive Works; Margaret, Mrs, Charles Shoeker, 
of Green Bay, Wisconsin; Herman P., a soldier 
in the regular army now at Brownsville, Texas; 
William Lewis, at home; Marie Johanna and 
Irene Elizabeth, also at home. The family are 
communicants of St. Rose Catholic Church. Mv. 
Matthiae is a Democrat ‘in political affiliations, 
and is a member of Lima Lodge No, 199, Loyal 
Order of Moose. 


Ropert Perry Jones. A prominent, progressive 
and public-spirited citizen of Lima, Robert Perry 
Jones is conspicuously identified with the promotion 
of the mercantile prosperity of this part of Allen 
county, and as one of the leading hardware dealers 
of the city has a large and lucrative business, which 
he is managing ably and systematically. A son of 
Thomas R. and Margaret (Turnbull) Jones, he was 
born in Ohio, of Welsh and English ancestry. 

Born, bred and educated in Wales, Thomas R. 
Jones learned the tinner’s trade when young, and 
at the age of twenty-two years immigrated to this 
country, settling in Pomeroy, Meigs county, Ohio, 
where he followed his trade two years. Then, in 
company with his father-in-law, he embarked in the 
hardware business in Pomeroy, where he continued 
for a few years as head of the firm of Jones & 
Trumbull. Buying his partner’s interest in the 
business, he conducted it alone as the Thomas R. 
Jones Company until 1880, when he sold out his 
interests in that place. Removing to London, Ohio, 
he operated a hardware store there for eight years, 
being senior member of the firm of Jones & Thomas. 
Selling out in 1888, he spent a year in Seattle, Wash- 
ington, taking a much needed vacation. Coming 
back to Ohio, he spent a short time in Lima, and 
was afterward in Columbus for two years. Return- 
ing to Lima, he’ then purchased the old W. F. 
Steckle & Co. Hardware Store located in the Trust 
Building in the Ashton Block, and in company with 
his son Robert Perry Jones, of whom we write, 
continued business as head of the firm of Thomas 
R. Jones & Son until ready to retire from active 
business cares in 1911. 

Having gained a practical insight into the details 
of the hardware business while associated with his 
father, Robert Perry Jones organized in 1910 the 
Jones Hardware Company, locating on South Main 
street, Lima, and served as its secretary and treas- 
urer until 1915, when he sold his interests in the 
concern, and for sixteen months traveled as a sales- 
man. Returning to Lima, Mr. Jones then bought 
the old Cover Hardware Store, which was located 
in the Public Square, and which is the oldest estab- 
ished store of the kind in the city, having been 
opened in 1868 by W. K. Boone. Mr. Jones has 
since managed it very satisfactorily, his trade cov- 
ering all of the country within a radius of sixty 
miles from Lima. 

Mr. Jones married in 1892 Effie Huggett, daugh- 
ter of Richard and Margaret (Ballinger) Huggett, 
of J_London, Ohio, and of their union three children 


42 HISTORY OF ALLEN COUNTY 


have been born, namely: Hazel W., wife of H. L. 
Coutnay, of Lima, and they have three children, 
Howard Lyle, Richard T. and Margaret; Richard 10 
married Pauline E. Roeder, and they have three 
children, Thomas R., Robert and Martha Margaret; 
and Robert Perry, Jr., born in 1905. Mr. Jones is 
an independent Republican in politics, and having 
been elected city councilman in 1909 served ably on 
the committee of finance. Fraternally he is a mem- 
ber of Lima Lodge No. 205, Ancient Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons; of Lima Chapter No. 49, Royal 
Arch Masons; of Lima Council No. 20, Royal and 
Select Masters; of Lima Lodge No. 54, Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks; and of the Knights 
of Pythias. 


Hon. Jasper L. Cocurun. To his duties in the 
Legislature Jasper L. Cochrun took the viewpoint 
and experience of a successful farmer, a man thor- 
oughly in touch with the advanced program of his 
home county in agriculture and public improve- 
ments, and his record at Columbus has justified all 
the expectations of his many friends back home. 
He has been twice elected to the office of represen- 
tative from Allen county, serving with the 83rd and 
the 84th General Assemblies. 

Mr. Cochrun, whose home is at Spencerville, rep- 
resents a family that has been identified with the 
history of Allen county for the past ninety years. 
He was born in Amanda township February 1, 1859, 
son of Simon and Lucinda (Miller) Cochrun. 

Rev. Simon Cochrun, the ancestor of all the 
Cochruns in Allen county, was born August 3, 1755, 
and died June 9, 1845, at the age *of eighty-nine 
years, eleven months and six days. He fought 
under Washington in the Revoluntionary war and 
is buried in Allen county. 

His son, Wesley Cochrun, who died in Allen 
county, Ohio, when upwards of eighty years of age, 
came to this section in 1831, and spent his active 
years as a farmer in Sugar Creek township. He 
was an active factor in establishing and upholding 
the influence of the Methodist Church in his com- 
munity. ; 

Simon Cochrun, son of Wesley and a grandson 
of the Revoluntionary soldier and pioneer Methodist 
preacher, was born in 1821, and was ten years of 
age when he arrived in Allen county. He died in 
1897. Simon Cochrun married Lucinda Miller. 
She was born November 10, 1819. Simon Cochrun 
was educated in the public schools, and for several 
terms taught in some of the old log school houses 
of the county. His later years were given to farm- 
ing. Throughout his long life he was devoted to 
the best interests of his community, was a liberal 
supporter of the Methodist Church and a friend of 
progress everywhere. He was the father of five 
children: James ,a retired farmer and merchant at 
Spencerville; L. Y., a Spencerville merchant; Lizzie 
and William, both deceased; and Jasper L. 

Jasper L. Cochrun grew up in the environment of 
the old farm in Amanda township, and made good 
use of his educational opportunities, first in the dis- 
trict schools and later finishing his education by 
taking a normal course at the Ohio Northern Uni- 
versity at Ada. For five years he was a teacher, 
and then began buying and shipping live-stock, a 
business he has followed ever since. He owns three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, two hundred and 


twenty acres in Auglaize county and the remainder 
in Amanda township of Allen county. 

Mr. Cochrun married Catherine B. Carmean 
in June, 1881. She was born in Auglaize county 
February 28, 1859, a daughter of James and 
Sarah A. (Bowersock) Carmean, and received her 
early education in the common schools. For 
twenty-five years after their marriage Mr. and 
Mrs. Cochrun lived on their farm in Amanda 
township, but in 1906 moved to Spencerville, Both 
are members of the Methodist Church. Mr. 
Cochrun is a past chancellor of Spencerville 
Lodge No. 251, Knights of Pythias, and his wife 
is a member of the Pythian Sisters and the Re- 
bekahs. Mr. Cochrun has always taken a great 
amount of interest in school work, and for years 
has been president of the Board of Education at 
Spencerville. He is also vice president and a 
director of the Citizens Bank, Spencerville, a 
member of the Spencerville Progressive Associa- 
tion, a member of the Grange and a member of 
the Allen County Farm Bureau. His political 
allegiance has always been Republican, and it 
was on that ticket that he has been twice elected 
as a representative from Allen county to the 
General Assembly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cochrun became the parents of 
four children, two of whom died young, the 
daughter Ruth at the age of ten. The two living 
sons are Paul W., a newspaper man, and James 
Lee, who gained a distinguished record as a sol- 
dier. James Lee graduated from the Ohio Wes- 
leyan University at Delaware. This University 
has also conferred upon him the honorary degree 
of Master of Arts for the record he made in the 
World war. 

The day James Lee was twenty-one he re- 
ceived a commission as second lieutenant in the 
Philippine Constabulary, sailed for the far east 
and the coming nine vears of his life were spent 
in the southern islands of the Philippine group. 
For gallantry while in action at the battle of 
Sahippa’s Cotta, on the island of Jolo, the Con- 
gress of the United States presented him with a 
medal of valor. It was during this engagement 
that he was badly wounded, and was compelled 
to return to the States. Returning to civil life, 
he was made crop estimator of the state of Ohio 
by the Agricultural Department at Washington, 
which position he held until the United States en- 
tered the World war. War being declared, he 
offered his services to his country, was given the 
rank of captain and made division adjutant under 
General Glenn at Camp Sherman. He went over- 
seas with the 83rd Division, was promoted to the 
rank of major and then to the rank of lieutenant 
colonel and placed on the Second Army Staff. 

James Lee Cochrun is now living at Akron and 
is connected with the Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Company. 


Paut WESLEY CocHRUN, owner and editor of the 
Spencerville Journal-News, represents one of the 
very old families of Allen county. He was born 
in Amanda township, Allen county, June 6, 1884. 
His parents are Jasper L. and Catherine B. (Car- 
mean) Cochrun. He comes from Scotch-Irish an- 
cestry, and his great-great-granfather, Simon 
Cochrun, was a Revolutionary war soldier. 

Mr. Cochrun was born and raised on a farm 
and secured his public school education at a coun- 
try school. He completed his education at the 
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Ohio Northern University at Ada, Ohio, and at 
the Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware, Ohio. 

For a number of years he was identified with 
school work and was a teacher in many parts of 
the world. He made a complete tour of the 
world as teacher, and for one year was superin- 
tendent of schools of the District of Cotabata in 
the Island of Mindanao, Philippines. 

In November, 1913, after returning to the 
United States, he purchased the Journal-News 
at Spencerville. Since then he has given all his 
time to his work as editor and publisher. Mr. 
Cochrun is a member of the Phi Kappa Psi fra- 
ternity, 1s a member of the Masonic, I. O. O. F., and 
Rebekah orders, a member of the Spencerville 
Progressive Association, and is first lieutenant of 
Company H of the Second Ohio Infantry. 

March 24, 1917, he was married to Laura E. 
McClure. She was born in Latty township, 
Paulding county, Ohio, February 12, 1896. Her 
parents were Alexander H. and Alice A. (Bige- 
low) McClure. Mrs. Cochrun received her early 
education in the public schools of Paulding county 
and finished her education at the Malden, Mis- 
souri, High School. Her ancestry is Scotch- 
Irish. Her great-great-grandfather, Nathan Mc- 
Clure, was a Revolutionary war soldier, and he 
died at Burnt Cabins, Kentucky, while his son, 
Samuel McClure, was fighting Indians at the 
battle of the Thames. 

Mrs. Cochrun’s ancestry were among the early 
settlers of northwestern Ohio, Moses McClure 
being the first white child born in what is now 
Allen county. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cochrun are the parents of one 
child, a son, John Wesley, born May 4, 1918. 
They are both members of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. 


Davis JoseEPpH CaBLeE, born August 11, 1859, is a 
son of John I. and Angie Rebecca (Johnson) 
Cable, of English stock. The paternal grand- 
father, Joseph Cable was a distinguished man 
both in the law and newspaper work, for years 
being editor of the “Jeffersonian” at Carrollton, 
Ohio, and he also edited and published ‘a news- 
paper at Sandusky, Ohio. From 1848 to 1852 he 
served in the Lower House of Congress, to which 
office he was elected on the democratic ticket 
from the old Fifth District of Ohio. As a mem- 
ber of that august body, he assisted in passing 
some very constructive legislation and was the 
father of the first United States homestead law. 
His son, John I. Cable, was also active in news- 
paper work for many years. ; 

Davis Joseph Cable was given exceptional edu- 
cational opportunities. Coming to Lima he spent 
a year in the law office of Richie & Richie, and 
then formed a partnership under the name ot 
Long and Cable which continued until 1885 when 
Mr. Long retired. Mr. Cable continued in the 
active practice of the law. Afterward John L. 
in 1910, and Chester M., in 1916, joined their 
father in the practice of the law. | 

In politics Mr. Cable is a Republican and served 
as city solicitor of Lima during 1882 and 1883. 
He has long made a specialty of corporation law. 
and is a recognized authority on this branch of 
his profession. Very proud of his city and_in- 
terested in the development of local enterprises 
Mr. Cable organized The Lima Telephone Com- 
pany and continues as its president, is a stock- 


holder of the Lima Trust Company, which he 
served as its first president, and of which he is 
still a director, is president of the Delphos Home 
Telephone Company, and is connected with other 
enterprises in Lima and Allen county. He re- 
sides on a farm three miles from Lima, and here 
he is raising high-grade Percheron horses. The 
Lima Club, the Lima Chamber of Commerce, the 
Rotary Club, the Toledo Club and the Columbus 
Club, all hold his membership. Mr. Cable is a 
thirty-second Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 
Mason. 

In 1882 Mr. Cable was united in marriage with 
Mary A. Harnly, a daughter of Levi and Milla 
(Morse) Harnly, of Van Wert county, Ohio. Mr. 
and Mrs, Cable became the parents of six chil- 
dren, namely: John L., who was born April 15, 
1884, married Rhea Watson of Lima, and they 
have two children, Alice Mary and Davis Wat- 
son; Davis Arthur, who was born December 3, 
1885, married Gail Watson of Lima; Ethel Rach- 
el, who married Captain James R. McCabe, now 
a lawyer of Oklahoma, served in the Great war; 
Chester M., who was born in 1889, married Bes- 
sie Creps; Jo Harnly, who married Ruth Cottrill 
of Red Banks, New Jersey; and Marian Ruth. 
Chester M. Cable served overseas in the Great 
war as a first lieutenant, and his brother, Jo H., 
was in the aviation service. Chester M. resumed 
his law practice with his father which his mili- 
tary services interrupted. The Cable family is 
one of the most representative of Allen county. 


Joun H. Kratte. Not without justification 
did John H. Klatte elect to pursue the calling of 
the law. This profession is peculiarly a field for 
men of strong personality, and none other de- 
mands so much of personal ability and address. 
A lawyer cannot buy his business, nor can he re- 
ceive it by inheritance. Clients select their own 
lawyers, from whom they demand capability and 
experience. And yet, underlying all must be the 
fundamental element of sound judgment which 
is the basis of all professional and business tran- 
sactions of merit. It is therefore because Mr. 
Klatte does possess these special qualities so 
necessary to the successful career of an attorney 
of good repute that his choice of his profession is 
justifed in his own eyes and those of his acquaint- 
ances. Through these dominating qualities and 
hard, conscientious work, he has risen among the 
members of the Allen County Bar Association, 
and is recognized not only as an able lawyer, but 
is a desirable citizen of Lima, where he is located. 

John H. Klatte was born September 9, 1868, a 
son of John and Mary (Bridgesmith) Klatte, 
whose parents came from Germany to the United 
States at an early day and became farming people. 
The parents also were engaged in farming. John 
H. Klatte received his preliminary educational 
training at the Lima public schools, and then took 
the scientific course at the Ohio Northern Uni- 
versity at Ada, Ohio, where he was a student from 
1888 until 1891. In the meanwhile he had been 
studying law, and, passing the necessary exam- 
inations in 1892, he was admitted to the bar and 
has been engaged in a genéral practice ever since. 
For a year Mr. Klatte was a partner of Charles 
Atkins under the firm name of Atkins & Klatte, 
but with this exception has practiced alone. 

A Democrat, Mr. Klatte was the candidate of 
his party for city solicitor in 1895, and was de- 
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feated by only thirty-eight votes. Although urged 
to do so upon numerous occasions, he has never 
come before the public again for office. In 1910 
he was appointed chief deputy state supervisor 
of elections by Secretary of State Charles S. 
Graves of Ohio, and his appointment was en- 
dorsed by the local executive committee, Mr. 
Klatte discharged the duties pertaining to this 
office until 1915, He is unmarried. Both by in- 
heritance and conviction he is a Roman Catholic, 
and is one of the earnest members of St. Rose 
parish of Lima. 


EPHRAIM VALENTINE RipENouR, of Lima, is a 
native of Allen county, but for many years his 
business and public activities made him prominent 
in Paulding county. He is a member of a very 
notable family in Ohio and in fact in America. 
A comprehensive “Genealogy of the Ridenour 
Family” published in book form some years ago 
affords an interesting account of the different 
branches of the family in America, and from that 
book the principal facts regarding Ephraim V. 
Ridenour’s ancestry is taken. 

For many generations his ancestors lived in the 
“Palatinates of the Rhine” in Germany. They 
were Protestants, followers of Martin Luther, 
and beginning in the eighteenth century a steady 
stream of emigration flowed from the German 
Palatinates, largely on account of religious per- 
secution, and also on account of the constant 
wars and economic depression, across the ocean 
to America, accounting for the German settle- 
ments not only in Pennsylvania but in many other 
states both north and south during that century. 
According to the family tradition there were six 
Ridenours who came from Germany about the 
middle of the eighteenth century. The youngest 
of them was Lewis Ridenour, an ancestor of 
Ephraim V. For some years he lived at Hagers- 
town, Maryland, was a farmer by occupation, and 
served as a teamster in the Revolutionary war. 
He married Rosina Pfleuger at Hagerstown, and 
ten children were born to them in Maryland, the 
oldest in 1773 and the youngest in 1791. About 
the close of the eighteenth century Lewis with 
his family and his brother Mathias with his fam- 
ily left Maryland and moved to Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania, and in 1801 Lewis came to Perry 
county, Ohio, all but one of his children accom- 
panying him. Lewis Ridenour died in Perry 
county. 

John Ridenour, the third son of Lewis and Ro- 
sina, was born at Hagerstown, Maryland, May 
18, 1783, and died in Allen county, Ohio, October 
7, 1874, at the age of ninety-one years, four 
months and nineteen days. He was eighteen years 
of age when the family moved to Perry county, 
Ohio, and he grew up an apt frontiersman, be- 
coming an expert bear hunter, though his chiet 
occupation was farming. In the spring of 1831 
he moved to Allen county and entéred three 
hundred twenty acres in Perry township, this land 
now adjoining Lima on the southeast. At the 
first election in Perry township he was chosen 
one of the trustees. He had previously served as 
a soldier in the War of 1812. It was probably at 
his brother David’s suggestion that the township 
was named Perry in honor of his former resi- 
dence in Perry county. February 26, 1807, John 
Ridenour married Hannah Spohn, who was born 
at Hagerstown, Maryland, and died at the old 


homestead in Allen county July 27, 1879. To 
their marriage were born thirteen children, eight 
of whom reached mature years. All were born 
in Perry county, the oldest in 1809. : 

The third son of John and Hannah Ridenour 
was Mathias Ridenour, who was born January 
26, 1824, and was seven years of age when brought 
to Allen county. He spent his early youth in the 
log cabin home on the land near Lima, and helped 
clear and improve that place. After his marriage 
he settled on seventy acres in Perry township, 
made a good farm of it, but in 1860 sold and 
moved to Paulding county, where he bought an- 
other farm. In the meantime he had become ac- 
tive in Allen County politics, holding several 
township offices, served one term as coroner, and 
was sheriff from 1854 to 1856. Soon after going 
to Paulding county he raised a squad of soldiers 
for the Civil war and joined Company H of the 
32nd Ohio Infantry, becoming sergeant of the 
company. He was in service until wounded in 
the battle of Clinton, Mississippi, by a gunshot in 
the right thigh in February, 1864. As soon as 
able he returned home and helped recruit Com- 
pany A of the 180th Ohio Infantry, being com- 
missioned first lieutenant of the company and 
later was captain. of Company H of the same 
regiment. He was in service as a soldier four 
years, being honorably discharged in August, 
1865. About that time he sold his farm in Pauld- 
ing county and returning to Allen county bought 
a place on St. John’s Road in Perry township. 
He sold this and in 1872 moved to Ada, but seven 
years later returned to Lima and bought a small 
farm in Shawnee township. This he also sold 
and returned to Paulding county and lived near 
his son Ephraim until his death on May 27, 1908. 

February 22, 1846, Mathias Ridenour married 
Rebecca Ridenour, who was born October 21, 
182), a daughter of Michael and Hannah Riden- 
our. She died February 19, 1863, while her hus- 
band was in the army. She was the mother of 
eight children: Ephraim V.; Martha Eleanor, who 
was born April 22, 1848, and died September 5, 
1863; Hiram L., born February 15, 1850, a min- 
ister of the Lutheran Church at New Lebanon, 
Ohio; Hannah E., born July 1, 1851, and died 
April 1, 1874, the wife of John Umbaugh; George 
W., born February 2, 1854, died March 23, 1880; 
Mary A., born May 22, 1856, Mrs. John Runser, 
of Hardin county, Ohio; Mathias N., born May 
25, 1858, whose home is at Hicksville, Ohio; and 
Fanny R., born April 27, 1860, and died Septem- 
ber 17, 1905, wife of John Copenhaver. In No- 
vember, 1865, Mathias Ridenour married Harriet 
Fleming Newcomer, who died in 1868, the mother 
of one daughter, Harriet Amelia, now Mrs. Frank 
Bowsher of Shawnee township. In May, 1869, 
Mathias Ridenour married Margaret (Maxwell) 
Douglas, who died without children. For his 
fourth wife he married Mary E. Bowsher, and 
their two sons were John W., born November 
11, 1888, and Andrew L., born April 20, 1891, both 
residents of Toledo. 

Ephraim Valentine Ridenour, who was born in 
Perry township, March 9, 1847, grew up in Allen 
and Paulding counties, acquired a public school 
education, and for several years taught in the 
district schools of Allen, Hardin and Paulding 
counties. After his marriage in 1872 he rented a 
farm three miles south of Ada in Hardin county 
for three years, then bought eighty acres of un- 
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improved land in Paulding county, clearing away 
the timber and making a good farm. He sold 
this place in 1902 and returned to Allen county, 
buying a hundred ninety-seven acres of improved 
land in American township. This farm was his 
home until March, 1919, when he sold and bought 
a comfortable residence just a quarter of a mile 
west of the Lima city limits, and is now enjoying 
a well earned retirement. 

Mr. Ridenour has always been interested in 
local affairs, has filled township offices, and in 
1890 was elected auditor of Paulding county, fill- 
ing that office for several months by appointment 
before his regular term began in September, 1891. 
He is a Democrat in politics, and has been presi- 
dent of the Council of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. Mrs, Ridenour is a member of the La- 
dies’ Aid Society. 

March 10, 1872, Mr. Ridenour married Sophia 
Mechling who was born March 10, 1853, in Perry 
township, a daughter of Joshua and Sophia 
(Weimer) Mechlirig, the former a native of 
Pennsylvania and the latter of Perry county, 
Ohio. Her paternal grandparents, William and 
Elizabeth (Mechling) Mechling, were natives of 
Pennsylvania and her maternal grandparents were 
Gottfried and Elizabeth (Sterner) Weimer. Mr. 
and Mrs. Ridenour have two children, Lewis A., 
born January 24, 1876, and Edith I., born Feb- 
ruary 11, 1879. The son, who has been a general 
merchant and dealer in agricultural implements, 
now lives at Fort Wayne, Indiana. December 
31, 1899, he married Lessie Hallihan, and their 
children are Pauline, Donald W., Murrell, Paul 
Joseph and Dorothy. Edith I. Ridenour on June 
8, 1902, became the wife of Jacob I. Klingler, a 
Lima druggist, and,they have one daughter, Lois 
E., born September 22, 1903. 


Joseph Ray Ricxorr. One of the men who 
has stamped the impress of his strong individual- 
itv upon the minds of the people of Lima and 
vicinity is Joseph R. Rickoff, who is the owner 
of one of the most prosperous business enter- 
prises in this locality, Faithfulness to duty and 
a strict adherence to a fixed purpose, which al- 
ways do more to advance a man’s interests than 
wealth or advantageous circumstances, have been 
dominating factors in his life, which has been 
replete with success worthily obtained. 

Joseph Ray Rickoff was born in Mercer county, 
Ohio, in March, 1855, the son of Aaron Paul and 
Abigail (Miller) Rickoff, the former a native of 
New Jersey and the latter of Ohio.. Aaron 
Rickoff was a school teacher, residing near 
Montezuma for a number of years, but later 
moved to Cincinnati, where he became superin- 
tendent of the Ohio House of Refuge, a state 
institution. On the expiration of his service there 
he moved to Milford, Ohio, where he taught 
school and engaged in farming until 1864, moving 
then to Bloomington, Indiana, where he was en- 
gaged in educational work up to the time of his 
death, in 1868. He was survived by his widow, 
who in 1875 became the wife of a Mr. Mathes. — 

Joseph R. Rickoff received a good practical 
common school education and remained at home 
until 1873, when he went to Zanesville, Ohio, and 
took a commercial course in a business college. 
In the following spring he went to Cambridge, 
Ohio, as bookkeeper for a wholesale grocery 
house and in 1876 accompanied that firm on its 


removal to Zanesville, where he remained until 
1878. He then moved to Cleveland, Ohio, as 
representative for the Smith & Curtiss Company, 
dealers in teas and coffee, with whom he remained 
for three years. He then moved to Columbus, 
Ohio, where for two years he represented Turner, 
Eldridge & Higgins, also dealers in tea and cof- 
fee, later selling the same line of goods for Grimm 

Conway of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In 
1888 Mr. Rickoff came to Lima and engaged in 
the retail tea and coffee trade, in connection with 
which he established a mail order business in that 
line. When he started in business here he was 
seventy-five dollars in debt, but from that modest 
beginning the business has steadily grown until 
it now amounts to about one-half of a million 
dollars annually. In 1913 Mr. Rickoff erected a 
four-story brick and concrete fire-proof. building, 
one hundred by sixty feet in size, at the corner 
of Union street and the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
which is used for public and private storage. His 
retail store, which is located at No. 218 North 
Main street, is stocked with a complete line of 
all grades of teas, coffee, spices, china, glassware 
and groceries, and in connection with these he 
also carries a line of furniture. This store oc- 
cupies four stories and is one of the most im- 
portant and successful commercial enterprises in 


ima, 

In 1880 Mr. Rickoff was married to Abbie Burk, 
who was born at Thorntown, Indiana, the daugh- 
ter of Samuel Burk. Mrs. Rickoff died in Feb- 
ruary, 1904, without issue. Fraternally Mr. Rick- 
off is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons. 
His record is the story of a life whose success is 
measured by its usefulness—a life that has made 
for good in all its relations with the world. He 
possesses a strong social nature, and by his genial 
and kindly attitude to those with whom he comes 
in contact he has won the confidence and good 
will of everyone. 


TimotHy B. Bowersocx, of Shawnee township, 
is one of the best representatives of the success- 
ful agriculturalists of Ohio, and at one time was 
one of the heaviest breeders and raisers of reg- 
istered Jersey cattle, and is still engaged in that 
line of endeavor, but not so extensively as for- 
merly. He was born in Noble county, Ohio, 
April 28, 1853, a son of John and Ruth (Bates) 
Bowersock, and grandson of Jacob Bowersock, 
a native of Pennsylvania, and Timothy Bates, 
a native of Noble county, Ohio, whose parents 
were among the very earliest settlers of Noble 
county. 

John Bowersock was born in Pennsylvania 
December 16, 1811, and died in Allen county 
March 1, 1889. He was a shoemaker by trade, 
and worked as such early in life, but later became 
a miller, and during the war between the North 
and the South made considerable money buying 
horses for the Government. In 1865 he came to 
German township, Allen county, and bought 176 
acres of land, which was partly improved. From 
the time of the organization of the Republican 
party until his death he voted for its candidates. 
The Christian Church held his membership. 
Eight children were born to him and his wife, of 
whom five survive, namely: Abigail, who is Mrs. 
Keel Deffenbaugh, of American township, and 
lives on a portion of her father’s homestead; 
Sarah Ellen, who is Mrs. William Sereff, of Lima, 
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Ohio; Samuel, who is a resident of German town- 
ship; Timothy B., whose name heads this review; 
and Walter M., who is a resident of Wayside, Kan- 
sass 

Timothy B. Bowersock attended the common 
schools of his native county, and lived in one 
school district for forty-five years, After his 
father’s death he inherited twenty acres of the 
home farm, where he resided for ten years, and 
then traded that property, for 148 1-3 acres of 
unimproved land adjoining, which was owned by 
Marshall Field of Chicago, Illinois. This land 
was covered with timber, and Mr. Bowersock 
worked hard to clear and improve it and made it 
into one of the finest stock farms in Allen coun- 
ty, it being known as the “Lima Jersey Stock 
Farm,” and on it he was extensively engaged in 
breeding and raising registered Jersey cattle, In 
1907 he was elected infirmary director, and served 
as such for four years, and for eighteen months 
of that period lived at Lima, having sold his farm. 
In 1911 he bought another farm in sections 3 and 
4, Shawnee township, consisting of thirty-five 
acres, and for two years rented it to his son, but 
in 1913 moved on the farm, and since then has 
been engaged in operating it. He resumed rais- 
ing Jersey cattle of the registered strain, but of 

course is not as heavily involved as when he had 
the larger farm. 

On September 25, 1873, Mr. Bowersock was 
married to Ellen Kemp, who was born in Amanda 
township, and she died on December 23 of that 
same year. She was a daughter of Rev. J. W. 
and Nancy (Andrews) Kemp, the latter a clergy- 
man of the United Brethren faith, and the town 
of Kemp, Ohio, is named in his honor. On 
March 25, 1876, Mr. Bowersock was married to 
Margaret L. Brewbaker, born in Shawnee town- 
ship, a daughter of George and Sarah ion 
Brewbaker, he born in Pennsylvania in 1826, 
son of Jacob and Catherine (Smith) tae 
who came to Allen county in 1833 and located in 
Shawnee township, from which they moved some 
years later to Franklin county, Ohio, where he 
died. Mr. and Mrs. Bowersock became the par- 
ents of the following children: George Albert, 
who died April 30, 1919, was a school-teacher, 
and had married Augusta Billiter, of German 
township, who with their daughter Grace sur- 
vives him; Walter, a resident of Lima, married 
Anna Clark, and they have four children, Tim- 
othy S., Ray, Lucile and Junita; William i: 
married Mary Burgess, of Lima, and they have 
two children, Ralph and Donald; Nora, who is 
Mrs. Dale Bowersox of Great Falls, Montana; 
Roy E., a resident of Lima, married Laney Hen- 
nige; 
HEN O’Neil, and they have five children, Mar- 
garet, Martin B., Richard, Lois Ruth and Nora 
June; and Calvin Brice, who also lives at Lima, 
married Teressa Zink, has one son, Donald. 

Mr. Bowersock belongs to the United Breth- 
ren Church. He served as assessor, land apprais- 
er, trustee and township treasurer of German 
township in addition to the two terms he was 
infirmary director, being the last to hold that 
office. Since coming to Shawnee township he 
has been elected assessor, and is now holding 
that office. In politics he isa Democrat, and very 
active in party affairs. He belongs to the Fra- 
ternal Order of Eagles No. 370, of Lima, in which 
he has filled all of the chairs, and has been worthy 


Oscar B., a resident of Lima, married Ma- 


president three times, and he was a delegate to 
the national convention held at Denver, Paks 
and that of Spokane, Washington. Mr. Bower- 
sock also belongs to Lima Lodge No. 54, B. 

O. E. He is one of the best known and most 
popular men in Allen county, and is recognized 
as an authority on Jcrsey cattle and other agri- 
cultural matters, his unqualified success proving 
that his knowledge and methods are worthy of 
attention. 


Maruias Henry RipeENour, member of one of 
the most widely known pioneer families not only 
in Allen but in many northwestern Ohio coun- 
ties, has given the best efforts of his life to farm- 
ing, and from the fruits of a long and active ca- 
reer is now enjoying a well earned leisure in his 
comfortable home at Lima. 


The history and genealogy of the Ridenour 
family has been published in book form and is 
found in many libraries. The Ridenours were 
German Protestants who came from the German 
Palatinates about the middle of the eighteenth 
century and lived for a generation or so around 
Hagerstown, Maryland. The ancestry of Mathias 
Henry Ridenour in the paternal line goes back 
to Lewis Ridenour, who came from Germany, 
served as a teamster in the Revolutionary war, 
and lived at Hagerstown, Maryland, until about 
1797, when he moved to Greensburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, and in 1801 to Perry county, Ohio, where 
he died. His son John was born in Maryland 
in 1783 and died in Allen county, Ohio, in 1874. 
He came to Allen county in the spring of 1831 
and entered a tract of land in Perry township, 
near the city of Lima. He served as one of the 
first trustees of the township, and was a soldier 
in the War of 1812. In 1807 he married Hannah 
Spohn, and of their numerous family the second 
son was John Ridenour, who was born in Octo- 
ber, 1816, and died April 25, 1855. He was about 
fifteen years of age when he came with his father 
to Allen county, and he followed farming all his 
active career. He was buried in the family bury- 
ing ground on his brother Jacob’s farm. 

In 1841, John Ridenour, just mentioned, mar- 
ried Lydia Ridenour, who belongs to still another 
branch of this noted family. She was born July 
18, 1813, and died April 20, 1864. Her father, 
Michael Ridenour, was born in Pennsylvania 
August 4, 1784, son of John and Christenia Rid- 
enour. Michael Ridenour served as a soldier in 
the’ War of 1812, was a farmer by occupation, 
and in 1809 moved to Fairfield county, Ohio, and 
in the fall of 1831 came to Allen county and lo- 
cated on the northeast quarter of section 2 in 
Sugar Creek township, where he lived until his 
death, July 19, 1839, Michael Ridenour’s broth- 
er George had come to Allen county in 1829 and 
his brother Peter about the same time. Michael 
Ridenour married Hannah Shotts in Westmore- 
land county, Pennsylvania, and of their eleven 
children Lydia was the third. 

John and Lydia Ridenour had seven children: 
Sarah, born May 27, 1842; Cornelius, born De- 
cember 17, 1843; Amelia, born December 1, 1845; 
Isabel, born August 4, 1847: William, born Octo- 
ber 4, 1849, and died in November, 1878: Mathias 
Henry; and Mahala, born July 28, 1853. 

After the death of John Ridenour in 1855 the 
widowed mother kept her children with her on 
the home farm, and she died there April 20, 1864. 
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Not long afterward the children began to leave 
home and they grew up in different localities, 
but several of them have continued to be identi- 
fied with the substantial citizenship of Allen 
county. 

Mathias Henry Ridenour, who was born Janu- 
ary 25, 1852, was only three years old when his 
father died and twelve at the death of his mother. 
In 1869 he went to live with his maternal uncle, 
George M. Ridenour, in Sugar Creek township, 
and made his home with this uncle until his mar- 
riage. He acquired a good education, and, be- 
ginning at the age of twenty-one, taught district 
school for six years every winter. 

March 22, 1877, Mr. Ridenour married Sarah 
Lambert, who was born in Fulton county, IIli- 
nois, a daughter of James and Elizabeth (Coch- 
ran) Lambert, the former a native of Knox coun- 
ty, Ohio. After his marriage Mr. -Ridenour 
lived on his forty acre farm in Sugar Creek town- 
ship three and a half years, then spent two years 
on a farm of his aunt in the same township, and 
on selling his forty acre place bought the Daniel 
Ridenour farm from his uncle. This comprised 
one hundred and eleven acres, and the land had 
been entered by his grandfather, Michael Riden- 
our, in pioneer times. Mr. Ridenour was suc- 
cessfully engaged in his agricultural efforts there 
until March 19, 1919, when he sold out. He then 
moved to a place he owned containing forty acres 
in Amanda township, but sold that in the fall, 
though he remained a resident there until the 
spring of 1920, when he came to Lima. He owns 
a fine residence property on Cole ‘street and an- 
other on East Albert street, besides his own home 
at 1323 West Market street. 

Mr. Ridenour and wife had three children: 
Mittie, born February 11, 1879; Ethel, born De- 
cember 21, 1880, and died June 7, 1906; and 
Thomas, born December 5, 1882, and died Janu- 
ary 5, 1883. The daughter Mittie, who died in 
1913, was married September 10, 1903, to John 
R. Smith. She left two children, Ruth, born in 
1904, and Brookie, born in 1906. Mr. John R. 
Smith and Ruth and Brookie now live with Mr. 
Ridenour, who lost his good wife January 19, 


Mr. Ridenour completed his early education in 
the Ohio Normal University at Ada. He has al- 
ways been active in the Methodist Church, serv- 
ing as trustee, is a Democrat in politics, and while 
living on the farm served as road supervisor and 
for one term was a justice of the peace in Sugar 
Creek township. 


James Detrerp Mericte, sole proprietor of the 
grocery, meat market and confectionery estab- 
lishment on Main street, Elida, which bears his 
name, is one of the enterprising business men 
and good citizens of Allen county. He was born 
on a farm in Marion township, Allen county, in 
September, 1890, a son of Elmer and Charlotte 
(Belt) Mericle, both of whom are still living and 
residing at Elida: The Mericle family is of Eng- 
lish extraction, and the majority of the name have 
been agriculturalists. 

Until he was eighteen years old James D. Mer- 
icle attended the public schools of Van Wert 
county, Ohio, and when he left school he was in 
the first year of the high school course. At that 
time he entered the employ of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Co., and for four years was a brakeman 


on freight trains running between Chicago and 
Crestline. : Leaving the railroad, Mr. Mericle was 
engaged in conducting a farm with his father, 
which was located near Elida, but after four 
years came to Elida, and since March 1, 1918, has 
been engaged in merchandising. He has built up 
an excellent trade and is recognized as one of 
the most dependable merchants in the county. 


In 1910 Mr. Mericle was united in marriage 
with Cora Spillman, a daughter of Samuel and 
Pauline (Miller) Spillman, of Grover Hill, Ohio. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mericle have three children, name- 
ly: Charlotte, Kenneth B. and Helene. Mr. Mer- 
icle is a Democrat in his political convictions, but 
he has not desired to enter public life, although 
he takes an intelligent interest in local affairs and 
is anxious to do everything in his power to ad- 
vance the welfare of Elida and Allen county. His 
fraternal affiliations are those he maintains as a 
member of the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows. The United Brethren Church affords him 
a medium for the expression of his religious faith, 
and he has been a member of it for some years. 
Upright, energetic and sagacious, Mr. Mericle is 
able to meet the demands of his trade in a satis- 
factory manner, and the volume of his business . 
is showing a steady and healthy expansion with 
each year. 


Harmon Herotp. The man who possesses a 
practical training is better fitted to battle with 
the world today than he who has had a college 
education, for this is the age of production, and 
the demand is ever increasing for good workman- 
ship and expert knowledge on mechanical sub- 
jects. One of the men of Lima who is putting 
to good use his natural mechanical ability and 
trained knowledge is Harmon Herold, who is 
doing all kinds of machine and general repair 
work. 

Harmon Herold was born at Lima, Ohio, Jan- 
uary 21, 1871, a son of Fred and Margaret 
(Marks) Herold, natives of Germany, who came 
to the United States after their marriage and lo- 
cated at Lima, Ohio, where be became a railroad 
man. The mother died in 1903, but the father 
passed away in 1893.: 


When he was only eleven years old Harmon 
Herold left school and began working in a brick 
yard, which employed him for three consecutive 
summers. He then began learning the machinist 
trade in the Dayton & Michigan Railroad shops, 
and spent thirty months in them, and then left 
to go with the Lima Machine Works, now the 
Lima Locomotive Works. While there he learned 
the tool making trade. Mr. Herold also worked 
for the Golly & Finley Machine Works. He also 
spent about fifteen years in the oil fields in Ohio 
and Indiana, and was successful in this line. In 
1904 he returned to the Lima Locomotive Works, 
and was a foreman there for three years. Leav- 
ing that concern, he was employed by different 
companies until 1910, when he became machinist 
for the Starr Iron Works, and for seven years 
had charge of the shop. Once more he went back 
to the Lima Locomotive Works, and was in the 
maintenance department until November 21, 1918, 
when he went with the East Iron & Machine 
Company, and continued with them for six 
months. He then built a concrete building along 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad tracks on Pearl 
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street, and established himself in a business of 
his own, now doing all kinds of machine and ma- 
chine repair work, having already built up a repu- 
tation for carefulness and expertness. 

On August 26, 1897, Mr. Herold was united in 
marriage with Catherine Lenehan, born at Lima, 
a daughter of Patrick and Mary (Malone) Lene- 
han. Mr. and Mrs. Herold became the parents 
of one son, Lewis H., who married Catherine 
Custy, and they have one son, Lewis G. Mr. 
Herold belongs to the Reformed Church. In 
politics he is a Democrat, but has never had any 
ambition to take an active part in public affairs. 
A hard-working man, he has progressed through 
his own efforts. Beginning to work at an age 
when the children of this generation are regarded 
as infants, he has asked no favors from life, but 
earned everything. Not having the advantages 
of even a common school education, he has ac- 
quired his knowledge through his observation and 
association with others and every opening which 
offered itself, and today he is a well-informed 
man, 


Harry JoHN Dazotp has been in the paint busi- 
ness for many years, with interests in various cities 
of Ohio, and since 1913 has been proprietor of one 
of the leading paint and varnish stores of Allen 
county, located at 129 East High street in Lima. 

Mr. Dabold was born in the old and historic city 
of Marietta, Ohio, April 20, 1877, son of John and 
Jane (Stiles) Dabold. His parents were also na- 
tives of Marietta, and his father spent his active 
life as a farmer. He died May 28, 1902, and his 
wife died February 18, 1913. 

With a grammar school education at the age of 
sixteen Harry John Dabold began an apprentice- 
ship at the machinist’s trade, which continued for 
two years and five months. Later he was in the 
finishing room of the Marietta Paint and Color 
Company, and there learned all the technical de- 
tails of the paint business. After two years the 
company sent him out to open stores in various 
cities, and he was engaged in that work until 1912; 
when he entered the paint and color business on 
his own account at Springfield, Ohio. He still 
owns half interest in the business in that city. 
May 1, 1913, he opened the Lima Paint and Color 
Company, and he and his wife and son Harold 
Harry are now the sole owners of this establish- 
ment, which carries a large and well selected line 
of paints, oils, varnishes and brushes. 

November 7, 1900, Mr. Dabold married Fannie 
Haynes, who was also born at Marietta, daughter 
of Charles and Hannah (Richie) Haynes. Their 
only son is Harold Harry, born May 25, 1902, a 
youth who has shown much promise during his 
early experience in business. Mr. Dabold is a 
Republican, has taken the Lodge and Encamp- 
ment degrees of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows at Lima, and is also a member of the 
Knights of Pythias and Lima Lodge No. 54 of 
the Elks. He is actively associated with the Y. 
M. C. A., and he and his family are members of 
Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church. 


JosepH D. Lronarp has done much to boost 
Lima’s importance as a cigar manufacturing 
center. He is an expert at the trade himself, 
having learned it thoroughly when a young man, 
and for a number of years past has been at the 
head of a growing business at Lima and now has 
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one of the largest cigar factories in the north- 
western part of the state. 

Mr. Leonard was born at Montreal, Canada, 
February 20, 1863, a son of Joseph D. and Mary 
Adel (Beaudoin) Leonard. His father was a na- 
tive of St, Alexis, Montcalm county, Quebec, and 
spent his active career as a farmer. The son grew 
up on a Canadian farm and attended St. Alexis 
parochial schools and the Brothers School at 
Rowdon and, beginning at the age of seventeen, 
spent three years as clerk in a general merchan- 
dise store at St. Julian, Canada. He then worked 
for three months at Springfield, Massachusetts, 
from whence he came to Defiance, Ohio, and for 
a time attended public school and clerked for 
an uncle who was in the ship timber business. 
He remained at Defiance until 1886, and while 
there learned the cigar making trade and later 
became an equal partner with Mr. Bohannan in 
a cigar factory. For four or five years he acted 
as general salesman of the firm on the road. His 
next location was at Paulding, where he con- 
ducted a hotel until 1904; and then moved to 
Lima and bought an interest in the Tony Zender 
cigar factory. Since 1908 Mr, Leonard has been 
sole owner of the business, and it is now an in- 
dustry employing between fifty and sixty-five 
workers. The choice brands which have given 
this factory and the business of Mr. Leonard 
great popularity over a wide radius of country 
surrounding Lima are the “Castila Club,” “Zen- 
dora,” “El Manton,” “Tip of the Leaf,” “Jo Joe,” 
and “Cuban Beauty.” 

In September, 1891, Mr. Leonard married Anna 
Fahey, a native of Paulding county, Ohio. She 
died June 1, 1894, leaving one daughter, Theresa 
Adell, a graduate nurse and a resident of Toledo, 
who for nine months was an army nurse at Edge- 
wood, Maryland. For his present wife Mr. Leon- 
ard married Frances Elizabeth Bittner, a native 
of Defiance, Ohio, and a daughter of Henry and 
Frances Elizabeth (Fraleigh) Bittner. Her father 
was a native of Hesse Harmstadt, Germany, while 
her mother was born in France, Mr. and Mrs. 
Leonard have an interesting family of children: 
Joseph D., who is superintendent of his father’s 
factory; H. M., an employe in the factory; 
Frances Elizabeth, bookkeeper for the business; 
Mary Louise and John B., both at home; and 
Louise, who died in infancy. The son Joseph is 
a graduate of the University of Dayton, where 
he spent five years, and all the other children 
are graduates of St. Rose parochial school. The 
family are communicants of St. Rose Catholic 
Church and Mr. Leonard has long been prom- 
inent in local Catholic activities, having all the 
offices in the Catholic Knights of America, is 
financial secretary and past officer in the Cath- 
olic Knights of Ohio and is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus, Politically he votes as a 
Democrat. 


WittiAM ALFreD SmirH. The record of Mr. 
Smith is that of a man who by his own unaided 
efforts worked his way from a modest beginning 
to a position of affluence and influence in the 
business world. His life has been of unceasing 
industry and perseverance, and the systematic 
and honorable methods which he has followed 
have won for him the unbounded confidence of 
his fellow citizens of Lima and Allen county. 


JOSEPH D. LEONARD. SR. 
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William Alfred Smith, the successful and well- 
known sheet-metal contractor of Lima, was born 
in Rensselaer county, New York, in 1855, and is 
the son of Alfred Allen and Abigail (Higgins) 
Smith, and through both paternal and maternal 
lines he is descended from sterling old English 
stock, the father having been born at Birmingham 
and the mother in London. Previous to their 
marriage they emigrated to the United States, the 
father coming alone and Mrs. Smith with her 
parents. Location was made in New York state, 
where the father followed his trade, that of a 
metal worker at Rensselaer and Watervliet. When 
William Alfred was about one year old the fam- 
ily moved to Bloomington, Illinois, where they 
remained a short time, or until the panic of 1857 
swept over the county, when they returned to 
New York state, locating first at Union Village, 
but two years later again locating in Watervliet. 
In that city the son William attended public and 
private schools until sixteen years of age, when 
under his father’s directions he learned the trade 
of a sheet metal worker, being so employed there 
for three years. Then for about six months he 
was employed in a law office, after which he 
worked in various parts of the country and at dif- 
ferent occupations as a journeyman metal work- 
er, a lake sailor, a woodman, farmer, as a section 
hand on the Texas Western Railroad, and as a 
gardener at Houston and Galveston, Texas, after 
which he again followed his trade for four years. 
In 1881 Mr. Smith came to Lima and entered the 
employ of J. R. Hughes as a sheet metal worker, 
remaining with him as an employe seven years. 
He then bought the business from’ Mr. Hughes, 
whose business was an old established one, and 
Mr. Smith has since that time been continuously 
engaged in that business here. His first location 
was in the Union Block on the Public Square, 
whence he moved to No. 113 East Spring street 
two years later. Having outgrown that location, 
he next established himself at Main and Spring 
streets, where he remained three years, Then 
for four years he was located in the Linneman 
Block, and the following five years he was in the 
Metzger Block on South Main street, at the end of 
that time moving to his present location, Nos. 
134-136-138 South Central avenue. He is well 
equipped to handle any kind of a contract in his 
line and he has done the metal work on many of 
the largest buildings in this community, includ- 
ing the Central High School Building, the Lima 
Gas Office, the Thayer Flats and other similar 
buildings. He is prepared to manufacture metal 
articles of all kinds and keeps a large force of 
men continually busy both in the shop and out- 
side. Mr. Smith has earned a high reputation 
because of his sound business methods, prompt- 
ness, reliability and courtesy being the elements 
which have contributed to the splendid prosper- 
ity which has rewarded his efforts since identify- 
ing himself with the business interests of this 
community. 

In 1881 Mr. Smith was married to Sarah E. 
Napier, the daughter of William and Sarah (Huff) 
Napier, of near Lima. Mr. Napier of whom ex- 
tended mention is made on other pages in this 
volume, was one of the pioneers of Allen county. 

Politically, Mr. Smith is an independent Re- 
publican; fraternally he is a member Ofethe 
Knights of Pythias, while his religious member- 
ship is with the Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
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Church. The beginning of Mr. Smith’s career 
was characterized by hard work and conscientious 
endeavor, and he owes his rise solely to his own 
honest efforts. He is essentially public spirited, 
giving his support to all public enterprises, and 
because of his business success and his high per- 
sonal character he enjoys the general confidence 
and esteem of the community. 


RicHarp Cuar_es Massman, of Lima, began sup- 
porting himself when only fourteen years of age, 
and has had a most varied, useful and successful 
career, passed in many sections of the middle 
west, but for a number of years past has been 
a resident of Lima, where he has a number of 
business interests but is chiefly concerned with 
the ownership and management of a wholesale 
dyeing and cleaning plant, the largest and best 
equipped and the only wholesale establishment of 
its kind in Allen county. 

Mr. Massman was born in Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, February 19, 1865, son of Frederick and Wil- 
helmina (Yandt) Massman, His father was a 
native of Hinter Pomerania and his mother of 
Upper Pomerania. The father came to the 
United States when a young man, locating at 
Milwaukee, where he married, Richard Charles 
being the third of five children. Frederick Mass- 
man was an expert carpenter and cabinet maker, 
and for twenty-two years was foreman of car- 
penters and car builders for the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railroad. He died in 1892, at 


‘the age of fifty-seven, being one of the victims 


of the LaGrippe epidemic of that time. The 
mother survived him until 1914, passing away at 
the age of seventy-seven. 

Richard C. Massman attended public school in 
Milwaukee to the age of fourteen, and then be- 
gan employment at the machinist’s trade, and 
after six months became a brass finisher with the 
firm of Thomas, Bagley & Wentworth, serving 
that Milwaukee concern four and a half years. 
Going thence to northern Michigan, he clerked in 
a hotel at Hancock six months and three years 
in the Lakeview House at Hancock, For eight 
years he was with the Mineral Range Railroad, 
a narrow gauge line at Houghton, part of the 
time as check clerk and five years as station 
agent. Mr. Massman for a number of years in 
different localities was prominent in Y. M. C. A. 
work. At Hancock, Michigan, he became physical 
director and general secretary of the local asso- 
ciation, serving one year. Then after a year in 
the grocery business at Milwaukee he was gen- 
eral secretary and physical director of the Y. M. 
C. A. at Calumet, Michigan, four and a half years, 
and it was as a Y. M. C. A. man that he first 
came to Ohio, serving as physical director of the 
Springfield Association until February 19, 1903. 
Resigning, he engaged in the insurance business, 
and as agent for the State Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of Indianapolis, Indiana, he wrote an aver- 
age of a hundred thousand dollars a year for 
three years, In 1905 Mr. Massman with only 
fifty dollars of available capital bought a cleaning 
and dyeing establishment at Springfield, and re- 
tained the ownership and management of the 
plant until 1919, when he sold out to his son 
Arthur R., who is now its proprietor. In the 
meantime, in 1910, he came to Lima and bought 
the Henry Arnstein cleaning and dyeing shop, 
changing the name to the French Dry Cleaning 
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and Dyeing Company. This is a prosperous busi- 
ness which he still owns at 219 West High street. 
In 1911, from his own special plans, he built a 
modern dyeing plant, brick, steel and cement, 
fireproof, and in this does an extensive wholesale 
business, handling all the work of retail dyers 
and cleaners for fifty miles around Lima. He 
gives his personal management to the plant, while 
his son Ralph looks after the other features of 
the business at Lima. 

Mr. Massman is also a director of the Lima 
Coal Company, and is a stockholder in the Mon- 


arch Rubber Company and in various industries ° 


in and about Lima. He also has some valuable 
real estate and other property interests. 

In 1886 he married Mary Hall, a daughter of 
Thomas and Ellen Hall, of Hancock, Michigan. 
Their two sons are Arthur R., born in 1888, who 
is married and has a sou, Robert Charles; and 
Ralph George, born in 1894, actively associated 
with his father in the business at Lima. Mr. 
Massman is a Republican voter, is affiliated with 
Lima Lodge of Masons and Knights of Pythias 
and is a member of the Congregational Church. 


Roy H. Hover. Energetic and enterprising, with 
a natural aptitude for mechanics, Roy H. Hover, 
head of the Hover Tire & Repair Company of 
Lima, is actively identified with the automobile 
interests of this section of the county, being es- 
pecially concerned with the lengthening of the 
life of the automobile tires, not only by repairing 
the damaged ones, but by retreading and vulcan- 
izing them when necessary, work in which he is 
an expert. A native of Ohio, he was born in 
1880 on a Logan county farm, the descendant of 
one of the earlier settlers of the United States, 
the home of his ancestors for many generations. 
His father, John L. Hover, has acquired a com- 
petency as an agriculturist, and is now living in 
Cridersville, Ohio, retired from active business 
cares. To him and his wife, whose maiden name 
was Sarah Van Ness, two children were born, 
Roy H., the special subject of this brief personal 
record, being the elder. . 

Acquiring his early education at Jackson 
Centre, Shelby county, this state, Roy H. Hover 
was graduated from the high school with the 
class of 1898, and soon after that important event 
opened a bicycle repairing shop there, and op- 
erated it for a short time. Going then to Cincin- 
nati, he served an apprenticeship of seven years 
at the machinist’s trade, after which he came to 
Lima as machinist at the Locomotive Works, a 
position that he filled most satisfactorily from 
1907 until May, 1919. Wise in his savings and 
prudent in his expenditures, Mr. Hover accumu- 
lated considerable money, and in that month 
opened a tire supply house and repair shop at his 
present location, 321 South Main street, and has 
won an extensive patronage, his skill, prompt 
attention, and genial courtesy to all being recog- 
nized and appreciated by the traveling public. 
In addition to managing his repair shop most 
ably Mr. Hover keeps a good supply of automo- 
bile accessories on hand, and as agent for the 
Firestone Tire has many customers. 

Mr. Hover married in 1900 Louise Wirtz, 
daughter of Paul and Katharine Wirtz, of Saint 
Marys, Ohio, and of their union three children 
have been born, namely: Theodore Paul, now, 
in 1920, seventeen years old; Charles Tilden, fif- 


teen years of age; and Helen Louise, five years 
old. Politically Mr. Hover votes for the best 
men and measures being independent as regards 
party affiliations. Fraternally he is a member of 
Lima Council, Junior Order of United American 
Mechanics. Religiously he belongs to the Zion 
Lutheran Church. 


Cuartes H. Roney. Remembered as a man of 
high courage who was faithful to the trust re- 
posed in him, and who won a lasting reputation 
for his shrewdness in handling criminal problems, 
the late Charities H. Roney did not live in vain, 
for his example has stimulated others to a whole 
hearted endeavor, and the effect of his efforts to 
maintain law and order are still felt at Lima, 
where for years he was a member of the city po- 
lice force, and later became one of the head- 
quarters detective force. 

Charles H. Roney was born at Wapakoneta, 
Ohio, October 6, 1860, a son of William J. and 
Anna M. (Werner) Roney, both of whom were 
born in Auglaize county, Ohio, to which their 
respective parents had come from Pennsvlyania 
many years ago. Charles Roney, -the paternal 
grandfather, was one of the early settlers of 
Wapakoneta, where he conducted a baggage ex- 
press business for a number of years, and his 
death was occasioned by an accident in which 
he was thrown from his wagon, he passing away 
July 19, 1898. His wife died May 20, 19006. 

Growing up at Lima, Charles H. Roney attend- 

ed its public schools, and then began working in 
the Lake Erie & Western Railroad shops, but in 
a short time was appointed a member of the Lima 
police force, and was promoted to the detective 
branch, holding the latter position for ten years. 
‘For four years he served as a constable, and 
then, in 1910, his health having failed through 
his close application to his duties, he went to 
Lawton, Oklahoma, with the hope of recovery, 
but two years later returned to Lima, and died 
in this city, May 3, 1914. His widow continues 
to make Lima her home. 
_ On February 12, 1885, Mr. Roney was united 
in marriage with Caroline Conrad, who was born 
in Bath township, Allen county, a daughter of 
Jacob J. and Celestine (Bohrer) Conrad, natives 
of Switzerland and Wayne county, Ohio, respec- 
tively. John J. and Elizabeth (Lugabill) Con- 
rad, the paternal grandparents of Mrs. Roney, 
came to the United States from Switzerland and 
settled near Beaver Dam, Richland township, 
Allen county, Ohio, in 1852. At that time the 
country was undeveloped, and after they had 
settled on their farm there was much hard work 
ahead of them before they cleared off their land. 
The maternal grandparents of Mrs. Roney were 
John and Elizabeth Bohrer, who were also na- 
tives of Switzerland. Mr. and Mrs. Roney had 
no children. 

Mr. and Mrs. Conrad, the parents of Mrs. 
Roney, moved to Lima about 1868, and Mr, Con- 
rad became the janitor of the West Street school 
and remained in that position for thirty consecu- 
tive years, when, on account of old age, he re- 
tired, with the highest recommendations from 
the school board, teachers and pupils of the 
school, who as a token of their appreciation of 
the service he had rendered them bought him 
the finest Morris chair on the market and pre- 
sented it to him. His death occurred October 6, 
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1904, his widow surviving him until July 17, 1915. 
Mrs. Roney was the only child of her parents, and 
she was graduated from the Lima High School, 
and was engaged in teaching school in Lima for 
four years prior to her marriage. She is now 
living in the old home of her father at No. 317 
West Wayne street, and owns the adjoining resi- 
dence, which she rents to a tenant. Mr. and Mrs. 
Roney early became connected with Trinity 
Methodist Episcopal Church. In politics, Mr. 
Roney was a Republican. For twenty-eight years 
he was an Odd Fellow, and in that order, as 
from the public generally, he won appreciation 
and admiration, and deserved the confidence he 
inspired, for he was a fine man in every respect. 


ApAMmM Vannpivier. One of the most important 
branches of business activity in any community 
is that connected with the providing for proper 
housing for families and industrial and commer- 
cial industries, and’ the men who go about meet- 
ing this demand intelligently not only are fairly 
certain of success but render their fellow citi- 
zens an appreciated service which can scarcely be 
Over-estimated. One of these thoroughly repre- 
sentative men is Adam Vandivier, sole owner of 
the City Realty Company, real estate and build- 
ing contractors at 414-415 Holmes Building. 

Adam Vandivier was born in Auglaize county, 
Ohio, in 1882, a son of Shafer and Malvina 
(Stevenson) Vandivier, both of old American 
families which came of Holland-Dutch and Eng- 
lish stock originally. For many years the Vandi- 
vier family has been in Auglaize and Allen coun- 
ties, Ohio, and interested in agricultural matters. 

While attending the country schools of Aug- 
laize and Shelby counties, Ohio, Adam Vandivier 
assisted his father with the work of the home- 
stead, until he was eighteen years old, and then 
for three years had practical charge of it. He 
then came to Lima, and for the subsequent fif- 
teen years was with the Pennsylvania Railroad 
as brakeman, freight conductor and an employe 
in the shops. 

During the latter part of his period with the 
railroad Mr. Vandivier had begun to build houses 
in his spare time on lots he bought with his sav- 
ings, and then selling them at a profit. After a 
time he found that this line was more profitable 
than working for the railroad, so left his position 
and in 1917 opened an office in his present loca- 
tion, and has since then built up a large and 
growing business. Among other important con- 
tracts awarded him may be mentioned the $75,- 
000 Adams Apartments and the Brice Apart- 
ments, and others equally modern and convenient. 
Mr. Vandivier studied draughting and architec- 
ture through the International Correspondence 
School of Scranton, Pennsylvania, and is his own 
architect. Without doubt he is one of the best 
instances in the city of the self-made man, and 
his remarkable success ought to be a stimulus 
to others. However, he could not have so devel- 
oped his faculties if he had not put his whole 
soul into his work and utilized his spare time in- 
stead of wasting it, as do so many men of real 
ability but without the power of concentration 
he has always cultivated. : : 

In 1903 Mr. Vandivier was married at Lima to 
Theresa Heil, a daughter of John Heil. Mr. and 
Mrs. Vandivier have three children, namely: 
Helen Lucile, Clementine Laura and Paul. Mr. 


Vandivier is a Republican. He belongs to the 
Lima Real Estate Board, the Lima Chamber of 
Commerce and the Lima Builders Exchange. The 
Elks and Knights of Pythias furnish him with 
congenial fraternal connections. The United 
Brethren Church holds his membership and is 
the beneficiary of his generous donations. 


FRANKLIN Benjamin Howarp. An_ eminently 
trustworthy and respected citizen of Lima, Franklin 
Benjamin Howard, head of the firm of Howard & 
Son, wholesale and retail dealers in eggs and 
poultry, has been the architect of his own for- 
tunes, and a brief review of his life may well 
furnish to the coming generation a forcible ex- 
ample of the success to be obtained by persever- 
ing industry, thrift and economy. A native of 
Ohio, he was born May 6, 1854, in Sidney, Shelby 
county, of Irish and German lineage. 

Edward Howard, his father, emigrated from 
Ireland to the United States in early life, settling 
in Kentucky, where he was first employed in till- 
ing the soil. He later took contracts for con- 
structing railroads and canals, and in that ca- 
pacity helped build the Cincinnati, Hamilton & 
Dayton Railroad. He died while yet in manhood’s 
prime, his death occurring in Sidney, Ohio. He 
married in Covington, Kentucky, Sarah Dough- 
erty, who survived him, dying in 1904, at the ad- 
vanced age of seventy-nine years. They were 
the parents of nine children, of whom the sub- 
ject of this sketch was the youngest child. 

Left fatherless in childhood, Franklin Benjamin 
Howard attended the winter terms of school un- 
til thirteen years old, when he was forced to take 
his place in the ranks of the world workers. Se- 
curing a position in a woolen mill, he began work 
when he was so small that the foreman of his 
room had to have a bench made for him in order 
that he might reach as far and as high as his 
companions had to. At the age of eighteen years 
he had become an accomplished spinner, and was 
receiving nine dollars a week for his labors. He 
subsequently worked in Sidney, Ohio, for M. 
Thomas & Son, commission merchants, dealing 
in poultry and eggs, for seven years. Coming 
from there to Lima, Ohio, in 1894, Mr. Howard 
continued with that same firm as a buyer of eggs 
and poultry, and was its local representative for 
thirty-three years, when it dissolved. Starting 
in business on his own account in 1906, under 
the name of F. B. Howard, he was first located 
on Spring street. Successful in his undertakings 
he admitted his son, Raymond Edgar Howard, 
to partnership in 1911, and the firm of Howard & 
Son has since carried on a large and highly profit- 
able business, buying and selling eggs and poul- 
try at both wholesale and retail. 

Mr. Howard married May 31, 1875, Jennie 
Soyster, daughter of William and Rebecca Soy- 
ster, of Sidney, Ohio, and of the seven children 
born of their union, six are now living, namely: 
Mrs. Bessie Osman, of Lima; Mrs. Clara Clark, 
of Detroit, -Michigan; Mrs. Maude Burden, of 
Flint, Michigan; Mrs. Hazel Myers, of Lima; 
Raymond Edgar, in business with his father; and 
Harold K., living at home. In national affairs 
Mr. Howard is identified with the Democratic 
party, but in local affairs is independent. Re- 
ligiously both Mr. and Mrs. Howard are members 
of the South Side Church of Christ. 
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Cuar tes C. Kirts, sole proprietor of the flourish- 
ing agricultural implement business at Lima, with 
branches at Delphos and Ottoville, Ohio, is one 
of the representative men of Allen county, and 
one who has developed a valuable connection 
through his own efforts and astute commercial 
sense. He was born at Luttrell, Tennessee, in 
1881, a son of Calvin and Caroline (Whitlock) 
Kitts, the latter of whom died in 1888, but the 
former survives and is still engaged in farming 
his homestead in Tennessee. 

Charles C. Kitts is the only child of his par- 

ents, and he attended the country schools until 
he was fifteen years old, and from then on until 
he reached his majority he helped his father on 
the farm. At that time, with a partner, he bought 
an established store at Knoxville, Tennessee, and 
until 1909 was there engaged in a harness and 
vehicle business under the name of Kitts & 
Dailey. In the latter year Mr. Kitts came to 
Allen county and established himself in the same 
line of business at Delphos, remaining there until 
January, 1919, when he moved his headquarters 
to Lima, making the Delphos store a branch, con- 
ducted by a manager. A little later he opened 
a second branch store at Ottoville, Putnam coun- 
ty, Ohio. During 1914 he added the handling of 
agricultural implements to his business opera- 
tions, and this line has proved so profitable that 
he has made it the main feature. His implements 
include power farming machinery of the latest 
and most approved type, and he holds the agency 
for the International’s line of tractors and farm- 
ing equipment. His trade comes from a radius 
of fifty miles and he is doing an immense busi- 
ness. — 
In 1909 Mr, Kitts was united in marriage with 
Sarah Miller, a daughter of J. W. and Eliza 
(Leonard) Miller, of Cincinnati, Ohio. They have 
no children. Mr. Kitts is independent in his po- 
litical views. He is a member of the Rotary Club 
and is very much interested in it, and has a firm 
belief in the value of the influence it exerts and 
the encouragement it affords to civic enterprises 
and local progress. ; 


ARTHUR WILLIAM LuGAaBILL, president of the Luga- 
bill Fuel & Building Material Company, is one of the 
substantial men of Lima and a citizen of the highest 
character, who has built up his present establish- 
ment through his own energy and abilities. He was 
born at Lima, December 11, 1875, a son of Daniel 
and Susan (Naas) Lugabill, he born near Bluffton, 
Ohio, and she near West Cairo, Ohiv. The grand- 
parents on both sides were early settlers of Allen 
County. The parents were married at Lima, where 
Daniel Lugabill long labored at blacksmithing. His 
death occurred in August, 1888, his widow surviving 
him until 1893, when she, too, passed away. They 
had two children, of whom Arthur William was the 
elder. His brother, Elmer, is now a resident of 
Sebring, Ohio. 


Arthur William Lugabill attended the public 
schools of Lima and the Ohio Normal School at 
Ada, Ohio, until he was seventeen years of age, 
at which time he began to be self-supporting, begin- 
ning to work for the Eureka Cornice Company, with 
which concern he served an apprenticeship. When 
he was twenty-two years old this concern failed, 
and Mr. Lugabill was made its receiver, for young 
as he was, he had impressed people with his depend- 


ability. Three months later he organized the 
National Cornice Company with Alexander Finch 
and James Smith, and the business was conducted 
by these three men for three years, when Messrs. 
Lugabill and Smith sold their interests to their 
partner and formed the firm of Smith & Lugabill, 
and were together for about three years, during 
this period doing metal work and spouting. At 
the end of this time they sold their business and 
Mr. Lugabill associated himself with the National 
Roofing Tile Company, becoming its estimator and 
maintaining these connections for five years. He 
then left and began selling clay products as a manu- 
facturer’s agent, and prides himself on being the one 
to introduce the use of facing brick for all general 
purposes, in which he was the pioneer in this sec- 
tion. For six years he conducted the business under 
his own name, and then organized the Lugabill Fuel 
& Building Material Company, of which he has 
since been president, those associated with him in 
the concern being: J. E. Lugabill, vice president; 
Brice B. Applas, treasurer, and Mrs. Grace Fenner, 
secretary. The company handles all kinds of fuel 
and building material and products excepting stone 
and lumber. They built large warerooms and an 
office, and have a yard covering 134 acres, with about 
1,000 feet of private side track. In the very near 
future they propose to increase their plant and 
outfit it with all modern appliances, which will 
enable them to greatly expand the volume of their 
business. At present they are located at the corner 
of Brice Avenue and Metcalf Street, on the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad. 

On November 3, 1905, Mr. Lugabill was united in 
marriage with Mayme Dibling, of Lima, a daughter 
of Martin and Catherine (Walther) Dibling, he 
born near Custer, Ohio, and she at Lima, Ohio. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lugabill became the parents of two 
children, namely: Eugene M., who died in infancy; 
and Betty, who is at home. Mr. Lugabill belongs 
to the First Reformed Church. He is independent in 
his political views. Fraternaily he belongs to the 
Blue Lodge, Council and Chapter Masons, Lima 
Lodge No. 91, Knights of Pythias; Lima Lodge 
No. 199, Loyal Order of Moose, and is active in 
all of these organizations. In business he is alert, 
reliable and energetic, and is recognized as one of 
the leaders in his line not only at Lima but through- 
out Allen County. 


Frank W. ScHENK, of Lima, has always shown 
that admired ability to promote himself on the basis 
of usefulness and service, and today is the active 
manager and a third owner in the largest and finest 
grocery and meat establishment in Allen county, the 
Harry Thomas grocery on West Market street. 

Mr. Schenk was born at Celina in Mercer county, 
Ohio, in 1886, oldest of the ten children of John and 
Catherine (Miller) Schenk. His father was a na- 
tive of Heidelberg, Germany, came to this country 
at the age of eighteen, locating at Celina, and soon 
afterward entered the railroad service. He is still 
living, but retired, at Lima. 

Frank W. Schenk when three years of age was 
brought to Lima by his parents. He grew up in this 
city, and attended the public schools and the St. 
Rose and St. John parochial schools. At the age of 
seventeen he went to work for himself. The first 
year and a half he was employed as a messenger boy 
by the Postal Union Telegraph Company, then for 
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nine months did the heavy labor required of a 
worker in a brick yard, and for six months was 
janitor of St. John’s Church. With this experience 
and equipment he joined the Harry Thomas grocery 
as a delivery boy at seven dollars a week. Harry 
Thomas had entered business in the same capacity 
and had achieved a partnership and eventually own- 
ership, and Mr. Schenk showed the same qualities 
of service and earned steady promotion and re- 
sponsibility until at the death of Mr. Thomas he was 
well qualified to carry on the business. In 1916 he 
also acquired a third interest and in 1920 became a 
third owner. 

In 1910, at Lima, Mr. Schenk married Miss Ida 
Patterson, a daughter of Moses and Elizabeth Pat- 
terson. They have two children, Francis Joseph, 
born in 1914, and Paul, born in 1919. Mr. Schenk 
votes for the man rather than for the party, is 
affiliated with the Knights of Columbus, is a mem- 
ber of St. Rose Church, and is now president of 
the Grocers Association of Lima, is secretary of the 
Lima Merchants Association and a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce, the Kiwanis Club and 
the Automobile Club. 


WiLtiAM Maxson was for a decade an active rail- 
road man but left that profession to enter the bak- 
ery business, and has succeeded in building up one 
of the largest and most profitable retail and whole- 
sale bakeries in Allen county. His business is on 
North Elizabeth street in Lima. 

Mr. Maxson has spent nearly all his life in Ohio 
but was born in Coffeyville in southern Kansas in 
1878, a son of L. A. and Ella (Sterman) Maxson. 
He is of Scotch-Irish ancestry, and in all the gen- 
erations they have been practical farmers. His 
father died at Van Wert, Ohio, in 1918, and the 
mother passed away in 1882. 

William Maxson, second among a family of six 
children, was two years of age when his father 
moved to Van Wert county, and he lived there and 
acquired a public school education until he was six- 
teen. For two years he did general farm work and 
at the age of nineteen started out with an outfit for 
hay baling, and for four years made that his chief 
business and acquired some capital. The next ten 
years he was in the train service of the Cincinnati 
Northern Railroad, and then combined his capital 
with the capital and experience of his cousin R. 
Maxson and entered the bakery business under the 
name of Maxson & Maxson. After a year and a 
half he bought out his partner and has continued 
the business to the substantial proportions it now 
enjoys. He has also acquired other interests in 
Lima. 

In 1907 Mr. Maxson married Miss Bertha Hire, a 
daughter of W. G. and Margaret (Norris) Hire. 
Their four children are Robert Jerome, born in 
1908, Horace Sterman, born in 1910, James Richard, 
born in 1912, and Margaret Rose, born in 1915. Mr. 
Maxson is a Republican voter, is affiliated with the 
Friends Church, and is active in the Merchants As- 
sociation and Chamber of Commerce at Lima, and 
the State Bakers Association. 


ALEXANDER MILLER is one of Allentown’s able 
business men, though he started a few years ago on 
a very small scale as a rag and junk buyer. He is 


now sole proprietor of the Lima Iron and Metal 
Company. : 

His story is one of inspiration and illustrative of 
the opportunities in America open to a young man 
of determined ambition. A son of Benjamin and 
Lena (Blum) Miller, he was born in the Province 
of Minsk, Russia, December 3, 1884, of Russian 
Jewish parentage. He attended school to the age of 
thirteen and the following five years worked as an 
apprentice or journeyman in the carpenter’s trade. 
In the meantime he saw much and to some degree 
experienced the oppressive conditions under which 
his people lived in Russia, and the chief incentive to 
his labors was to earn money enough to come to the 
land of the free. At the age of eighteen he landed 
at New York city with only seventy-five cents in 
money. The next three years he spent at Newark, 
New Jersey, following his trade as a carpenter. 

In the meantime he had accumulated a modest 
capital and brought it to Lima in 1906, buying a 
horse and wagon and traveling out over the country 
buying junk, metals and rags in Allen county. That 
was his work for five years. He also developed a 
poultry commission business and at one time con- 
ducted a stock of clothing, but sold both these lines. 
While at first he had only an office, he has developed 
the iron and metal business to an important jobbing, 
retail and wholesale business, and in order the more 
adequately to accommodate this business he erected 
a modern brick, three story fireproof building at 
South Union street. 

Mr. Miller is also a stockholder in the Merchants 
Building & Loan Company of Lima and the Gramm- 
Berstein Motor Truck Company. He is affiliated 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, is a 
member of the Beth El Synagogue and in politics 
is independent. In 1915 he married Miss Ida Blum, 
daughter of Harry and Anna Blum, of Lima, and 
they have one daughter, Sarah Frances. 


Joun Wriitams. The wonderful growth which 
has attended the advancement and development of 
Lima during the past several decades has been wit- 
nessed and participated in by John Williams, whose 
contributions to this growth have taken the form of 
substantial and constructive work in the field of 
contracting and building. Mr. Williams is a native 
of Lima, born March 3, 1868, a son of George and 
Lucy (Atmur) Williams, the former a native of 
Arlington, Ohio, and the latter born near Cham- 
paign, this state. 

The paternal. grandfather of Mr. Williams was 
Abraham Williams, a native of Pennsylvania, who 
became an early settler of Lima. Levi Atmur, the 
maternal grandfather, was born in Virginia and 
about 1836 removed to Champaign, Ohio, whence he 
came to Allen county in 1843 and secured a farm in 
Bath township, on which he carried on agricultural 
operations until his death at the age of eighty-one 
years, his wife passing away when sixty-two years 
of age. Mr. Atmur burned the brick which was 
used in the construction: of a large residence on the 
side of a hill, consisting of two stories and a base- 
ment, which was much of a curiosity during the 
early days. Following their marriage George and 
Lucy Williams lived for a few years at Arlington, 
where Mr. Williams followed the trade of carpen- 
ter, and then came to Lima, where he engaged in 
contracting. Later he was occupied extensively in 


54 HISTORY OF ALLEN COUNTY 


the buying and selling of property, and at the time 
of his death, May 25, 1906, was one of his commu- 
nity’s prominent and substantial business citizens, 
He is survived by his widow, eighty-four years of 
age, who resides at 622 East North street, Lima. 
They were the parents of four children: Emma, 
deceased, who was the wife of Dr. E. E. McCall; 
Ida, the widow of Albert L. Johnson, residing on 
Ontario street, Lima; Anna, the wife of William 
Kelley, of Oakdale, Pennsylvania; and John. | 

John Williams attended the grammar and high 
schools until reaching the age of fifteen years, at 
which time he secured employment in the wheel fac- 
tory of the Woolery Company, with which he was 
identified three years. He then began working for 
his father and others as a journeyman carpenter, 
but at the age of thirty years embarked in business 
on his own account as a contractor and builder. He 
has erected many of the largest residence and bus- 
iness structures at Lima, and is widely known for 
his good workmanship, fidelity in completing con- 
tracts and general business integrity. He is the 
owner of two residences on South Jackson street, 
while his wife is the owner of the property at No. 
347 East Market street. They are members of the 
Church of Christ, to the movements of which they 
have contributed liberally. In political matters, Mr. 
Williams maintains an independent stand. He has 
passed through the chairs of the local lodge of the 
Independent Order of Odd Feliows. 

Mr. Williams first married Miss Clara Willour, 
who was born at Sidney, Ohio, and married in 1890. 
Mrs. Williams died April 5, 1891, leaving one daugli- 
ter, Edith, who was reared by the mother of Mr. 
Williams, but who now makes her home with her 
father. Mr. Williams was married in December, 
1891, to Mollie Findley, who was born in Pennsyl- 
vania, daughter of Joseph Findley, and to this union 
there were born four children: Margaret, Frank, 
George and Ruth, of whom George died in infan- 
cy, the other residing with the father. Mrs. Wil- 
liams died, and May 17, 1916, Mr. Williams mar- 
ried Mrs. Elizabeth (Buchan) Roach, of Dayton, 
widow of Edwin Roach, whose children are all 
deceased. 


Emma C. BucHuottz. Four years of competition 
in the wholesale hay, grain and feed trade of Ohio 
has established the fact that the Hurley-Buchholtz 
Company, of Lima, is entirely capable of holding its 
own with its competitors in this field of business en- 
deavor. This concern occupies the somewhat unique 
position of being the only one of its kind in the 
city whose members belong to the gentler sex, but 
the prosperity which has attended its efforts would 
seem to indicate that this distinction has been a 
handicap in no way. In fact, since its inception it 
has proven itself one of the most able and progres- 
sive of the enterprises devoted to this line of activ- 
ity and its members today occupy acknowledged 
places of prestige in the trade. 

Emma C. Buchholtz, the second member of the 
firm, is a native of Middle Point, Van Wert county, 
Ohio, and a daughter of Lewis and Mary (Hurley) 
Buchholtz. Her educational training was confined 
to attendance at the public schools, after which she 
displayed her early independence by accepting a po- 
sition as a telephone operator at the Middle Point 
Exchange. When she left this ocupation it was to 
enter the service of the Scott & Son Grain Company, 


which maintained a grain elevator at Middle Point, 
and with this concern she remained five years, ac- 
ting as bookkeeper and stenographer, her knowledge 
of these acquirements being self-gained while she 
was performing the duties of these positions. Dur- 
ing this time she found opportunity to study the 
grain business and to familiarize herself with all 
its details, while a year’s employment as stenograph- 
er in the Middle Point Bank gave her a knowledge 
of financial matters that has since proved helpful to 
her. On June 1, 1916, being ready to enter upon a 
business career of her own, she came to Lima, and 
with Miss Edna D. Hurley organized the Hurley- 
Buchholtz Company, wholesale dealers in hay, grain 
and feed. The new enterprise established offices at 
511-512 Citizens Building and has its own grain 
elevator at West Cairo, Ohio. 

While the start of the concern was a compara- 
tively modest one, its ultimate success was not left 
long in doubt. Energetic and progressive tactics, 
directed by a thorough knowledge of the trade and 
the market, soon brought patronage of a most desir- 
able kind to the aspiring venture, and from that 
time to the present it has constantly broadened the 
scope of its activities. Its product is purchased 
throughout northeastern Indiana and northwestern 
Ohio, and is shipped to markets at leading points 
in the East and South, where the firm enjoys an 
excellent reputation and standing in trade circles. 
Miss Buchholtz is a student of the trade and of 
the markets and keeps herseit fully abreast of all 
developing factors therein. She is a member of the 
Pythian Sisters at Middle Point, and of the Luther- 
an Church at Lima. 


JAMES FRAUNFELTER. Presenting as it does a 
worthy example to the rising generation, the life 
ef James Fraunfelter, a substantial farmer of 
Amanda township, which from early boyhood has 
been one of assiduous industry, untiring energy 
and unquestioned integrity, is worthy of being 
sketched, however briefly, in the pages of this 
work. His career has been devoted to agricul- 
tural pursuits, and at the present time he is liv- 
ing on a productive farm known as the Isaac 
Crites farm, seven miles west of Lima, on the 
Lima and Spencerville road. 

Mr. Fraunfelter was born on a farm in Amer- 
ican township, Allen county, September 2, 1867, 
a son of Israel and Leanna (Goodman) Fraun- 
felter, the former a native of Pennsylvania and 
the latter of Hocking county, Ohio. The parents 
were married in Pickaway county, this state, 
where they resided until coming to Allen county, 
at which time they settled on a farm in Amer- 
ican township, there passing the remaining years 
of their lives in the peaceful pursuits of the soil. 
They were people who were highly respected in 
their community because of their industry and 
upright lives, and were faithful members of the 
Lutheran church, where Israel Fraunfelter was 
a member of the board of trustees. They were 
the parents of five children: Frank, a resident 
of Lima; Otis, who resides at Allentown; S. W., 
engaged in farming on the old home place in 
American township; Alpha, who is associated 
with her brother in the operation of the home 
farm; and James. 

James Fraunfelter and his brothers received 
ordinary educational advantages in the public 
schools of Allen county, although Alpha later 
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graduated from the Lutheran College at Lima 
and for several years in her youth followed the 
teacher’s vocation. Reared as an agriculturist, 
James Fraunfelter remained on the home farm 
until he was twenty-one years of age, at which 
time he commenced farming operations on his 
Own account. General farming has always re- 
ceived a due measure of his attention, and at this 
time he is likewise meeting with success as a 
breeder of Jersey cattle, a field of endeavor in 
which he is becoming recognized as an author- 
ity. His reputation for integrity and fair deal- 
ing has been built up through many years of 
straight-forward fidelity to contracts and engage- 
ments, 

On June 25, 1893, Mr. Fraunfelter was united 
in marriage with Miss Etta Crites, who was born 
in Amanda township, daughter of Isaac and 
Elizabeth (Ireland) Crites, the former now de- 
ceased, while the latter still survives and makes 
her home with her daughter and son-in-law. -Mr. 
and Mrs. Fraunfelter have no.children of their 
own, but are raising Gladys Mayor, aged four- 
teen years, whose parents are now deceased, and 
who is being educated in the public schools. Mr. 
Fraunfelter is a Democrat in politics and is active- 
ly interested in local affairs, being a member of 
the school board of Shawnee township and a 
former member of the board of trustees of 
Amanda townhsip. Fraternally, he is affiliated 
with Acadia Lodge No. 306, A. F. & A. M., and 
Spencerville Chapter, R. A. M. He and Mrs. 
Fraunfelter are consistent members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. 


WittiaM Crort. From the pioneer period of Al- 
len county to the present members of the Croft 
family have been identified with its good citizen- 
ship, its industrious farming population, and one 
of the active representatives of the present gen- 
ration is William Croft, whose farm and home 
are a mile and a half southwest of Kemp in 
Amanda township. 

Mr. Croft was born in the same township May 
1, 1866, a son of Lewis and Phoebe (Metzger) 
Croft. His father was born in Marion county, 
Ohio, in 1833, and died in October, 1910. The 
mother was born in Germany in 1834, and nine 
months later was brought by her parents to the 
United States. The Metzgers were ninety days 
on the ocean by sailing vessel, and after reach- 
ing this country they settled in Marion county, 
Ohio, where she grew up and lived until after her 
marriage. Lewis Croft on coming to Allen coun- 
ty located in Amanda township, and though he 
began his career comparatively poor he devel- 
oped and owned a fine place of a hundred seven- 
ty-five acres. Both he and his wife died in the 
year 1910. She was a member of the German 
Methodist church and in politics he was a Demo- 
crat. Six children were born to their marriage: 
Samuel of St. Louis, Missouri; Charles of Aug- 
laize county, Ohio; William; John of Bucklin, 
Auglaize county; Emma, wife of John Rampford, 
a retired farmer in Auglaize county; and Ella, 
wife of Wesley Hoss of Auglaize county. | 

William Croft grew up in the rural districts of 
Amanda township, attended the district school, 
and found opportunity for usefulness at home to 
the age of twenty-one. On October 14, 1890, 
he married Roe Sunderland, who was_born in 
Amanda township August 3, 1873. She is a 


daughter of C. P. and Mary J. (Bird) Sunderland, 
both natives of Amanda township, her father hav- 
ing been born close to the historic site of Fort 
Amanda. Her father died in Auglaize county in 
1910 and her mother is still living. In the Sun- 
derland family were eleven children, and those 
still living are Roe, Mercy, Hubert, Dye, Thomas 
Ola, John, James and Mary. Mrs. Croft was 
educated in the common schools and lived at 
home until her marriage. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Croft were born seven sons: 
Clarence who married Iva Hixenbaugh; Arthur, 
who was in the World war for eighteen months, 
was wounded, went over the top thirty times, 
spent eight months with the Army of Occupation 
in Germany and is now in the butcher business 
at St. Mary’s, Ohio; Charles, who is also in the 
butcher business at St. Mary’s; Forest, Roy, Ben 
and Teddy, are the younger sons all at home. 
The family are members of the Methodist church, 
and Mr. Croft is a Democrat. For many years 
his industry has been successfully applied to his 
farm of a hundred seventeen acres, and at the 
same time he has taken a helpful interest in a 
spirit of co-operation in community affairs. 


Jacos J. Cutp. For many years Jacob J. Culp 
has been associated with agricultural activities 
in Illinois and Ohio, and still owns 400 acres of 
valuable land, although he now resides at Lima, 
where he is regarded as one of the city’s depend- 
able citizens. He was born in Logan township, 
Auglaize county, Ohio, May 31, 1858, a son of 
James Allen and Ann (Crouse) Culp, natives of 
Pickaway county, Ohio. The paternal grand- 
parents were Peter and Susan (Racheldapher) 
Culp, and they, too, were born in Pickaway 
county, Ohio, the Culp family being one of the 
old-established ones of the country. 

Married in Pickaway county, Ohio, James Al- 
len Culp and his wife resided there until 1840, but 
in that year moved to Logan township, Auglaize 
county, Ohio, bought land and farmed it until 
1867, and then moved to another township in the 
same county. In 1879 they moved to the farm 
in Shawnee township, near Hume, Ohio, where 
he died June 26, 1904, she having passed away on it 
March 22, 1892. Their children are as follows: 
Jerome, who lives in Montana; George, who lives 
at Decatur, Illinois; John W., who lives in Macon 
county, Illinois; Jacob J., whose name heads 
this review; and Susan, who is Mrs. Nelson Bow- 
sher, of Wapakoneta, Ohio. Ann Marion, Mary 
C., Emma Jane, Henry and Theodore are de- 
ceased. 

Jacob J. Culp attended the district schools and 
grew up a farmer. He was married in August, 
1879, to Rebecca Young, who was born in Aug- 
laize county, Ohio, a daughter of Eli and Mar- 
garet Young, natives of Cincinnati, Ohio. After 
his marriage Mr. Culp took up his residence on 
his father’s homestead, section 25, Logan town- 
ship, Auglaize county, Ohio, but some years later 
left it for Macon county, Illinois, where he 
bought 100 acres of land that had been improved, 
and operated it for four years. Then he sold that 
farm and returned to Auglaize county on account 
of the poor health of his wife. Upon his return 
to Ohio he bought forty acres of land and was 
engaged in farming it for seventeen years, dur- 
ing that period adding to the place until he owned 
170 acres in one piece. In 1903 he sold that farm 
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and moved to Hume, Shawnee township, Allen 
county, at that time buying his father’s last farm 
of 207 acres, and farmed it, together with 160 
acres in Logan township that had belonged.to his 
father, and another 160 acres he owned in the 
same township. He still owns 400 acres, but is 
now taking things somewhat easier than he did 
in former years, and has a comfortable residence 
at No. 863 West Spring street, Lima. 

Mr. and Mrs. Culp became the parents of the 
following children: Jessie, who is Mrs. Fred Kay, 
of No. 336 West Spring street, Lima; and Guy, 
who was first married to Bessie Rusler, who 
passed away in 1907, and he subsequently mar- 
ried Hattie McFarland. Mrs. Culp died August 
26, 1917. On July 12, 1919, Mr. Culp was married 
to Mona M. Lotz, born in Logan township, Aug- 
laize county, Ohio, a daughter of Peter and Jo- 
hanna Lotz. Mr. Culp has long been a member 
of the Christian Church, and while living in Aug- 
laize county held all of the lay offices in the local 
body of that denomination. For nineteen years 
he was a director of his school district in Aug- 
laize county, and for four years held the same 
office in Shawnee township, Allen county. Be- 
lieving in the value of the Grange, he joined that 
organization of Shawnee township, and takes a 
prominent part in its work. In politics he is a 
Republican, but aside from being a school direc- 
tor he has had no public experience. A hard- 
working and thrifty man, he has gone far on the 
road leading to success and deserves the con- 
fidence he inspires among his neighbors, for it 
is accorded him because of his many excellent 
characteristics. 


Frep JORDAN WATSON, manager of the Ideal Tire 
& Rubber Company of Lima and Cleveland, Ohio, 
the latter city being the home of the plant, is one 
of the live business men of Allen county. He was 
born on a farm in Morgan county, Ohio, in 1880, 
a son of William Thomas and Mary (Jordan) 
Watson, of English stock, although both families 
have been established in America for many gen- 
erations, and for years have been prominent in 
Washington, Morgan and Athens counties, Ohio. 
Mrs. Watson, the paternal grandmother of Fred 
Jordan Watson, was born in Athens county, and 
lived to be almost one hundred years old. 

The boyhood of Fred J. Watson was passed in 
the ordinary way of a farmer’s son of his gen- 
eration and neighborhood. He was sent to school 
during the winter months and in the summer he 
was expected to make himself useful on the farm, 
and he was also taught the carpenter trade by 
his father, who did quite a good deal of building 
in the rural districts. 

After he reached man’s estate Mr, Watson came 
to Lima and for two and one-half years was en- 
gaged in the gas and oil business for himself, and 
also laid pipe for the Buckeye Pipe Line. He 
then went to Cleveland, Ohio, and for twelve 
years was general manager and co-partner in the 
Kundtz Gas Company and was also foreman of 
the East Ohio Gas Company, in the latter ca- 
pacity being engaged in laying pipe lines all over 
the city of Cleveland. Mr. Watson’s business 
interests then took him into eastern Kentucky, 
and he was occupied with operating oil wells for 
several years, but lost heavily in this venture. 
Seeking to retrieve his fortunes, he went into the 
oil fields of Texas for the Birk-Bennett Company, 


and is still interested in oil producing properties. 
In 1919 he came to Lima, formed connections 
with his present company, and contemplates mak- 
ing this his permanent home. ; 

Mr. Watson was married to Scota Gemmill, 
who diced on March 28, 1919, leaving two sons, 
namely: William Winfield, and Paul Gemmill. 
Well known in Masonry, Mr. Watson is a thirty- 
second degree Mason and a Shriner, maintaining 
his membership with the Consistory and Temple 
at Lexington, Kentucky; and he also belongs to 
the Odd Fellows lodge at Cleveland, Ohio, The 
Methodist Episcopal Church affords him expres- 
sion for his religious faith, A man of strong 
personality, he prefers to pick his own candi- 
dates and usually votes independently of party 
lines. 

Mr. Watson is proud of the fact that he is 
eligible to membership in the Sons of Veterans 
because of his father’s military record as a Union 
soldier. He enlisted in 1861 in Company I, six- 
ty-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, at Zanesville, 
Ohio, as a private, but rose to be sergeant during 
the three years and two months he was in the 
army. During his period of service he was 
wounded in the left knee, but was not captured. 


SAMUEL C. Keck. Although a resident of Allen 
county but a comparatively short time. Samuel 
C. Kleck has impressed the force of his person- 
ality on all with whom he has come into contact, 
in either a business or social way. He has shown 
marked ability in business affairs and is num- 
bered among the wide-awake and progressive 
business men of his adopted city. Mr. Kleck 
was born near Archbold, Ohio, on October 6, 
1888, and is the son of Jacob and Mary (Nof- 
singer) Kleck, the former a native of Switzerland 
and the latter born in Fulton county, Ohio. The 
family remained in Fulton county until 1906, when 
they moved to Florence, Arizona, where the 
father bought a farm, on which he still lives and 
in the operation of which he is meeting with suc- 
cess. Samuel C. Kleck attended the public schools 
of Fulton county, Ohio, and his early years were 
devoted to farming. He remained with his par- 
ents until he had attained his majority, accom- 
panying them in 1906 on their removal to Arizona. 
In 1909 he engaged in farming on his own ac- 
count, but three years later bought a dairy farm, 
to which he devoted his energies for some time. 
He then moved into Phoenix, Arizona, where for 
a short time he was employed as a clerk in a 
grocery store. He was then appointed deputy 
sheriff, filling that position for two years. On 
July 3, 1918, Mr. Kleck came to Lima, Ohio, and 
became a mechanic in the Gramm-Bernstein Motor 
Truck Factory, remaining connected with that 
company until June 6, 1919, when he entered in- 
to a partnership with M. M. Hilty and L. Dackin 
and opened the Jordan Automobile Agency, 
which already has proven one of the most pop- 
ular and successful houses of the kind in Lima. 
They handle Jordan, Allen and Seneca automo- 
biles, of which they have sold a large number in 
this county, and they also handle a large number 
of used cars of all makes. In connection with the 
agency they also run a garage, which is com- 
pletely equipped for the necessary care and re- 
pairs of automobiles. 

In October, 1911, Mr. Kleck was married to 
Lovina Zimmerman, of Fulton county, Ohio, the 
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daughter of Jacob and Fannie (Amshitz) Zim- 
merman, natives of Ohio. Politically Mr. Kleck 
is not bound by party ties, but supports every 
movement which he deems for the advancement 
of the general welfare. His chief characteristics 
appear to be keenness of perception, a tireless en- 
ergy, honesty of purpose and motive and every- 
day common sense, and because of these things 
and his genial disposition he has won and retains 
to a marked degree the esteem and good will of 
the entire community. 


Orto E. Ross. The development of fresh inter- 
ests and the building up of sound resources are 
work for a lifetime of endeavor. All men cannot 
succeed, for many fail to discover their natural 
bent until too late to follow it, and so do not live 
up to their early promises. When a man does ac- 
complish that which the world holds as success, 
those with whom he has been associated may well 
be proud of such a career of usefulness. The 
endorsement of such a man is an aid to others, 
and his example urges others to forge ahead and 
accomplish as well as he. In reviewing the lives 
of Allen county’s representative men it becomes 
evident that one of the most salient characteris- 
tics is the power of application, which of course 
is essential in the raising and maintenance of all 
standards. Orlo E. Ross, proprietor of the Ross 
Automobile & Garage Company at Elida, is a man 
who has demonstrated in his career all of the 
above. No matter what his discouragements he 
has had the will to stick to his business and to 
carry out his plans as originally conceived, and 
he certainly deserves the success to which he has 
now attained. 

Mr. Ross was born on a farm near Elida, a 
son of Walter Andrew and Fanny (Good) Ross, 
and comes from Scotch and German stock. Walter 
Andrew Ross was born in Virginia, but was 
brought to Allen county when four years of age 
by his mother, and he was reared on a farm in 
the vicinity of Elida. All of his life he has been 
engaged in farming, and now owns 105 acres of 
very valuable land. Of the eight children born 
to him and his wife Orlo E. is the eldest. A man 
of strong convictions, Walter Andrew Ross pre- 
fers to keep clear of party alignments, and votes 
for the man he deems best fitted for the office in 
question. 

Orlo E. Ross attended the country schools at 
Pequod, Allen county, until he was eighteen years 
old, at which time he began working for neigh- 
boring farmers. He then attended the Elida High 
School for a time, following which he took a 
course in the Dayton Automobile School at Day- 
ton, Ohio, in order to learn the auto trade, and 
after he had completed it he returned to Elida 
and worked at it. In 1919 he and his father es- 
tablished the Ross Garage at Elida, and have the 
agency for the Elcar automobile. The trade comes 
from the city and country for a radius of fifteen 
miles, and is already a large one. Mr. Ross is 
unmarried. 


Lewis GottFrieD. Some of the men who contrib- 
uted toward the present prosperity of Lima have 
passed away, but the result of their useful lives 
and unselfish actions remain and stand as a monu- 
ment to their memory. One of these men deserv- 
ing of special mention is the late Lewis Gottfried, 
who for many years was connected with the brick 


manufacturing industry of this city. He was born 
at Altusheim, Baden, Germany, January 27, 1830, 
a son of Andrew and Barbara Gottfried. In 1846 
his parents brought him and five brothers to the 
United States, locating at Upper Sandusky, Ohio, 
where he was reared and learned the trade of 
brick making. 

Lewis Gottfried was married first to Miss Eliza- 
beth Veith and they had three children. After 
the death of his first wife he was married to Miss 
Mary Trish, who was born at Bucyrus, Ohio, 
January 5, 1839, a daughter of Frederick and 
Elizabeth Trish, natives of Germany. After his 
second marriage Lewis Gottfried moved to War- 
saw, Indiana, and established himself in a brick 
manufacturing business, which he carried on 
there until 1870, in which year he came to Lima, 
and from then on until his demise he was con- 
nected with brick manufacturing, owning and 
operating a plant here. His death occurred April 
28, 1884, his widow surviving him until August 8, 
1918, when she too passed away. The children 
born to Lewis Gottfried were as follows: Mary 
Lois, who lives at the home place, Number 772 
West North street; Grace, who died in 1888; Lil- 
lian M., who is also at the old home; Frederick 
J., who died in 1913, when thirty-nine years of 
age; Lorena, who died in 1915; and Lee, who died 
in 1917, married Florence Steffens of Lima. All 
of these children were born of the second mar- 
riage. By his first marriage his children were as 
follows: Charles Lewis, who died June 21, 1920, 
married Rebecca Bell Elliott of Lima and: had 
four children, Roy C., of Lima, who married Vaud 
Dotson, Lenora, who married Rolla McKinney, 
living in California and has one daughter, Lillian 
Elizabeth, Kate, who married Frank Shealy, of 
Upper Sandusky, and has one daughter, Flo- 
rence Edith and one son, Leroy, and Adam, who 
passed away in young manhood, Florence Lu- 
cile, who married Harry Orebaugh of Lima, Ohio, 
has one daughter, Mary Louise, Margaret Evelyn 
is at the old home. Mr. Gottfried was a Lutheran 
and his second wife was a Methodist. The daugh- 
ters belong to Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Lima, and are members of the home 
and foreign missionary societies of that church. 
In his political belief Mr. Gottfried was a Demo- 
crat, but he could never be induced to accept 
office. He was a_ hard-working, thrifty man, 
strictly honorable in all of his transactions, and 
he was held in high esteem by his associates in 
business, church and civic affairs. 


Martin C. ScCHRICKER, proprietor of the Conser- 
vatory Hotel and block bearing the same name, 
is one of the enterprising men of Spencerville. 
He was born in Germany on July 15, 1864, a son 
of John and Margaret (Debeimer) Schricker, 
both of whom were born in Germany and spent 
their entire lives in that country. John Schricker 
was a musician and became music director for 
the Wagner Opera Company, and held this po- 
sition until his death. For four generations mem- 
bers of his family had been musicians, and all of 
them, including him, were graduates of the Con- 
servatory of Music, Leipzig, Germany. There 
were three sons and three daughters born to John 
Schricker and his wife, namely: Martin C., who 
is the eldest; John C., who is a natural musician, 
came to the United States many years ago, !0- 
cated at Detroit, Michigan, studied medicine, and 
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is now one of the physicians and surgeons con- 
nected with the Ford Automobile Works of that 
city; Adam, who was also a musician in his youth, 
is now an attorney at law; Catherine, who is mar- 
ried, is living in Germany; Margaret, who is un- 
married and Sophia, who is also unmarried, are 
musicians of note in Germany. 

Martin C. Schricker attended the public schools 
of his native country and also studied music in 
the Conservatory at Leipzig, Germany, for five 
years. After his graduation from the Conserva- 
tory, he came to the United States, arriving here 
in 1881, and after a short stay in New York City, 
went to Chicago, Illinois, and for the subsequent 
eighteen years was engaged in teaching music. 
Too close devotion to his art brought about a 
failure in health, and he went to Springfield, Mis- 
souri, and bought two stock farms. These he 
stocked and conducted, taking at a little later 
date a position in the State Normal School as a 
director of music, and held that responsible posi- 
tion for ten years, when he resigned, and came 
to Spencerville, Ohio. Buying the Keith Block 
he established a music school in it and conducted 
it a year, and then went into the hotel business, 
but continues his school. In memory of the old 
days at Liepzig, he has named both his hotel and 
business block ‘Conservatory,’ and has brought 
his school to such a state of perfection that it, 
too, is entitled to the name. , 

On September 24, 1888, Mr. Schricker was mar- 
ried to Miranda Powers of Huntington, Indiana, 
a daughter of John T. and Mary (Wheeler) 
Powers, born in that city on February 3, 1867, 
and educated in its schools, Mr. and Mrs. Schrick- 
er became the parents of the following children: 
Earl, who is unmarried and living at home, was 
born on February 11, 1890; John W., who was 
born on February 23, 1892, was graduated from 
the high school, college and normal school at 
Springfield, Missouri, is manager of the Lyons 
store at Toledo, Ohio, and during the World war 
served as a first lieutenant in the aviation branch 
of the United States forces; Melba M., who was 
born April 16, 1896, was graduated from the 
Spencerville High School, the Lima Business 
College and is now employed in the civil service 
department at Washington, District of Columbia; 
Irene L., who was graduated from the Spencer- 
ville High School and the Lima Business College, 
is now a stenographer of Toledo, Ohio; and Glenn 
T., who was born on February 27, 1904, in Mor- 
risonville, Missouri, is attending the Spencerville 
High School. Mr. Schricker belongs to the German 
Reformed Church, and his wife is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and he is a deacon in 
the former body, and she an active worker in the 
ladies’ organizations of the latter. While never 
very active in politics, Mr. Schricker has voted 
the Republican ticket since he has received his 
citizen papers. A man of marvelous musical 
ability, he also possesses those qualities not us- 
ually found in connection with artistic talent, 
shrewd business ability and a knowledge of the 
demands of the public, which make him able to 
conduct his hostelry on a paying basis, and at the 
same time give an excellent service in every way. 
The Conservatory Hotel is one of the popular 
hotels of this part of Ohio and those forced to 
be on the road try to so arrange their business as 
to make their longest stops at Spencerville so as 
to enjoy its hospitality, 


Orto W. Miter. An example of enterprise and 
progressiveness is found in the commercial ven- 
ture of Otto W. Miller, who conducts a grocery 
and gasoline filling station at McBeth’s Park, in 
Shawnee township. This business has been built 
up under Mr. Miller’s personal management and 
its success reflects the industry, initiative and pro- 
gressive spirit of the proprietor. , 

Mr. Miller was born at Bluffton, Ohio, in Oc- 
tober, 1875, a son of Daniel B. and Mary (Dell) 
Miller, the former a native of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and the latter of Germany. Daniel B. Miller is 
one of the substantial citizens of Lima, where he 
is engaged in extensive realty operations. There 
were six children in the family: Otto W.; Clara, 
who is deceased; Harry and Charles, of Lima; 
Della, deceased; and Fred, of Lima. Otto W. 
Miller attended the public schools of Bluffton, 
but has been a resident of Lima since 1890. In 
1888 he started working in a grocery store, and 
one year later was employed in a dry goods store, 
of which the proprietor was D. Bell. After one 
year with Mr. Bell he entered the employ of the 
Solar Oil Refinery, and continued in the sales 
department of that concern until 1910, when he 
opened a laundry at Ottawa. This he sold after 
five months and returned to Lima, where he en- 
tered the Gramm-Bernstein Motor Truck Com- 
pany’s office, remaining one year. He next kept 
books for F. W. Drake for three years, and then 
purchased a store building at McBeth’s Park, in 
Shawnee township, where he installed a stock of 
groceries and established a gasoline filling sta- 
tion. He has built up an excellent patronage and 
is accounted one of the substantial business men 
of his community. Mr. Miller is a Republican and 
has been confirmed in the Lutheran faith. He 
belongs to the United Commercial Travelers and 
to Lima Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks, in both of which he is very 
popular. 

Mr. Miller was married in September, 1897, to 
Flora Hanenstein, of Lima, daughter of John 
and Amelia (Amelung) Hanenstein, and they have 
three children: Carolyn, a teacher in the public 
schools; and John and Daniel, twins, at home. 


Oscar WarrEN HOoLtzApPLe is proprietor of the 
Holtzapple Hatchery, a local industry that has 
done much to make the name of Elida well known 
outside of Allen county. The Holtzapple Hatch- 
ery is one of the most successful enterprises in 
the production of day old chicks in Ohio. Mr. 
Holtzapple, its proprietor, took up and developed 
the business from a very small and experimental 
stage. He is a young man, but has had a long 
experience in poultry raising. He began hatching 
chickens while a high school boy, and he is a 
master of the trade, and every year has added 
new facilities to his plant until his season’s 
hatches now aggregate about fifty thousand. To 
accommodate this thriving industry he owns three 
acres of ground within the corporation limits of 
Elida. a 

Mr. Holtzapple was born in German township 
of Allen county May 31, 1885, son of A. D. and 
Jemima (Miller) Holtzapple. The family has 
been in America for five generations or more. It 
was founded by his. great-great-grandfather 
Holtzapple, who settled in Pennsylvania, where 
his son also lived. Grandfather John Holtzapple 
was an early settler in Auglaize county, Ohio, 
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and later moved to Allen county and spent the 
rest of his life near Elida. A. D. Holtzapple was 
the third in his father’s family, and has for many 
years been a successful farmer of Allen county, 
he and his wife still living at Elida. 

The youngest of three children, Oscar W. 
Holtzapple acquired a thorough education and 
was a teacher before he settled down to his pres- 
ent business. He graduated from the Elida High 
School in 1903, and did his first work as a teacher 
in Sugar Creek township, teaching there two 
terms and one term in the Sandy Point School 
and two terms at Eastburn and Germantown, In 
1909 he entered the Ohio Northern University, 
pursuing the civil engineering course for one 
term. 

While at Ada he met as a fellow student, Miss 
Olive Holton, and they were married in 1910. 
She is a daughter of Branson and Medora Belle 
Violet Holton, of Ada, her mother being of 
French ancestry. Her father has been a prom- 
inent Ohio citizen, and for six years served as 
judge of the Probate Court of Waverly, Ohio, 
being elected as a Democrat. Mrs. Holtzapple 
was fourth among nine children, and is a woman 
of good education, devoted to her home and much 
interested in her husband’s business. They have 
two children, Branson Holton, born in 1911, and 
Victor Warren, born in 1918. 

Mr. Holtzapple continued his interest in the 
chicken business all the time he was teaching, 
but during the past ten years, since his marriage, 
he has devoted practically all his time to the in- 
dustry, has a large amount of capital invested in 
his plant at Elida, and has seen his patience, study 
and labor well rewarded. At the beginning he 
produced only one strain of day old chicks, the 
Rhode Island Reds, but now breeds and hatches 
all the standard varieties, For several years he 
shipped his day old stock as far away as Colo- 
rado, Oklahoma and South Carolina, but has since 
developed a very satisfactory business, practical- 
ly equal to the capacity of his plant, in Allen and 
adjoining counties. Mr. Holtzapple is a Demo- 
crat, independent in local politics, and he and his 
family are members of the Methodist Church. 


CHARLES BANNER HULLIBARGER, senior member of 
the real estate firm of Hullibarger & Sneary of 
No. 57 Metropolitan Building, is one of the suc- 
cessful men in his line of endeavor at Lima, and 
an important factor in the business life of Allen 
county. He was born on a farm near Lima in 
Allen county, a son of W. C. and Sarah (Austin) 
Hullibarger, of Dutch and Irish stock, and farm- 
ing people. The father is still living and resides 
at Bowling Green, Ohio, being a retired farmer, 
but the mother died in 1911. Charles Banner 
Hullibarger is the seventh child born in their 
family of twelve, of whom nine still survive. 

Growing up on the farm, he passed his boy- 
hood as did the majority of the boys in his neigh- 
borhood, alternating attendance at the district 
school during the winter months with agricul- 
tural labor in the summer. His parents moved 
from Allen to Hardin county, Ohio, and when 
he was twelve years old went to Greenbrier, 
Tennessee. At the later place he had better edu- 
cational advantages, and he attended the public 
schools until he was twenty years old, completing 
the high school course. 


After completing his studies Mr. Hullibarger 
began working for the neighboring farmers, and 
was so employed for two years, when he went to 
Bowling Green, Ohio, and learned the carpenter 
trade, at which he worked for five years, and he 
also learned the painter’s trade. In 1903 he came 
to Lima, and for a short time was employed as a 
grocery clerk. For the subsequent year he was 
with the Lake Erie Railroad shops as a toolroom 
employe. Mr. Hullibarger then began contract- 
ing as a painter, and held a number of import- 
ant contracts during the twelve years he was in 
the business, but in 1918, sold his interests and 
began handling real estate, with offices in the 
Gazette Building. A year later he moved to his 
present location and formed his present partner- 
ship. The firm handles farm and city property 
and does a general real estate business, with 
gratifying success, being recognized as being 
among the leading realtors of Allen county. 

In 1906 Mr. Hullibarger was married to Caro- 
line Scholl, a daughter of Jacob Scholl, of Kos- 
suth, Ohio. There are no children. Mr. Hulli- 
barger is a Republican, but has not taken any 
active part in politics. He belongs to the Order 
of Moose, the Moose Legion, the Protected 
Home Circle and the Real-Estate Board. A man 
of sound judgment and wide experience, he brings 
to the conduct of his present business just those 
qualities which make for a sane conduct of any 
enterprise, so his prosperity is not to be wondered 
at, for it is but the logical outcome of existing 
conditions. 


J. J. Macinn. One of the prominent railway offi- 
cials whose home and headquarters are at Lima 
is J. J. Maginn, superintendent of motive power 
for the Lake Erie and Western Railway Com- 
pany. Mr. Maginn, while not an old man, is a 
veteran in the mechanical side of railroading, 
and through a number of years has won steady 
promotion to increased responsibilities until he 
now has under his direction the motive power of 
seven hundred miles of railroad and over two 
thousand employes. 

Mr. Maginn was born in New York city Aug- 
ust 15, 1878, son of Patrick and Catherine (Smith) 
Maginn. His parents were born and married in 
County Cavan, Ireland, and after coming to this 
country lived in New York city, where his father 
was a journeyman shoemaker. When J. J. 
Maginn was eight years of age his parents moved 
to Norwalk, Ohio. His father died in 1901 and 
his mother in 1910. Of a family of eight children 
J. J. Maginn is the older of two sons. 

He lived at Norwalk to the age of sixteen and 
acquired his early education in St. Mary’s pa- 
rochial school. As a boy he spent one year run- 
ning a sand belt in a planing mill. His first posi- 
tion with the railroad was as call boy for the 
Wheeling & Lake Erie. He served in that ca- 
pacity six months and then began’ a thorough 
apprenticeship at the machinist trade in the Nor- 
walk shops of the Wheeling & Lake Erie Rail- 
road. Altogether he remained there seven years, 
being a journeyman for three years, For a time 
he was a machinist with the Pere Marquette Rail- 
way at Saginaw, Michigan, spent one year at 
Oelwein, Iowa, as a machinist with the Chicago 
and Great Western, was at Waterloo, Iowa, as a 
machinist for the Illinois Central, spent one year 
in Indianapolis as roundhouse foreman of the 
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Lake Erie & Western, then five years as round- 
house foreman of the Big Four Railway, and one 
year as roundhouse foreman at Newcastle, Penn- 
sylvania, for the Baltimore & Ohio. The Cincin- 
nati Northern Railway next acquired his services 
as general foreman at Van Wert, Ohio, where he 
remained two years in that office and five years 
as master mechanic. After leaving the Cincin- 
nati Northern Mr. Maginn came to Lima as su- 
perintendent of motive power. He is a member 
of the Master Car Builders Association, the Mas- 
ter Mechanics Association, the Western Railroad 
Club at Chicago, the International Railroad Fuel 
Association, and is widely known among railway 
men all over the middle west. Mr. Maginn is 
affiliated with the Knights of Columbus at Nor- 
walk, Ohio, the Lodge of Elks at Van Wert, and 
attends worship in St. Rose Catholic Church at 
Lima. 

In 1904 he married Elizabeth McDermott, 
daughter of John and Ann (Mullaney) McDer- 
mott, of Sandusky, Ohio. They have two chil- 
dren: Geraldine M. and Robert E. 


Joun C. Davis has had a long experience as a 
manufacturer of clay products, and since coming 
to Lima has been manager of the Acme Mantel 
& Tile Company. 

He was born at Paterson, New Jersey, August 
21, 1868, a son of William and; Jane (Jones) 
Davis. His parents came from Glamorganshire, 
South Wales, in 1866, locating in Paterson, where 
his father was an iron mill worker. In the fall 
of 1868, soon after the birth of their son John, 
they moved to Wyandotte, Michigan, where Wil- 
liam Davis died during the summer of 1870. The 
widowed mother continued to live in Michigan 
for three years and then became a housekeeper 
in Cleveland. John C. remained in Michigan with 
a sister until he was fifteen years of age. For 
two years he lived with his brother-in-law, Lee 
Lyons, near Ypsilanti on a farm and later worked 
at monthly wages as a farm hand, attending 
school in winter and doing chores to pay for his 
board. 

Leaving Michigan, Mr. Davis went to Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania, for three weeks worked in 
an iron mill, and then began and served an ap- 
prenticeship in a mantel and tile works. After 
concluding his apprenticeship he was in business 
for himself six years, and removing to Toledo 
was employed as a journeyman by the Toledo 
Mantel and Tile Company six years. From To- 
ledo he removed to Lima, where he has had much 
to do with the growth and substantial character 
of the Acme Mantel & Tile Company as its man- 
ager. 

December 17, 1890, Mr. Davis married Mary 
Ann Lloyd, who was born at Pittsburgh. Her 
parents, Elias and Mary (Watkins) Lloyd, came 
from Swansea, Wales. The children of Mr. and 
Mrs. Davis were as follows: John Hadin, who 
died at the age of twenty-one months; Mary Jane, 
at home; Sarah, Mrs. Walker Bradley, of Toledo; 
William E., now at home, who during the war 
served twenty months as a truck driver at New- 
port News, Virginia; Catherine, who died in in- 
fancy; Walter, who died at the age of six months; 
Bessie, who died when six months old; and Rus- 
sell, at home. Mrs. Davis and her children are 
members of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Davis 


is a Republican, and is a past master of Wilnor 
Lodge No. 287, F. and A. M., at Pittsburgh. 


Jess— CLINTON JoHN is a member of a family that 
was established in Ailen county nearly a century 
ago, and his own active career has been identi- 
fied almost entirely with farming. He has made 
farming a real business, has operated a very ex- 
tensive acreage in his time, and from that indus- 
try achieved a prosperity that enables him to live 
practically retired in a comfortable home in Elida. 

His great-grandfather, named John Griffith, 
came from Wales, locating at Shamokin, Penn- 
sylvania, and in this country changed his name 
to Griffith John, The grandfather of Jesse C. 
John, named Griffith John, was a surveyor by 
profession, and during the early twenties came 
to Allen county and helped run some of the lines 
of survey in this section of northwest Ohio. For 
the greater part he lived on a farm, and died in 
1855, at the age of fifty-nine. Jesse Jones John, 
father of Jesse C., spent his active life as a farmer 
near Elida. He married Mary Roush, who was 
of Pennsylvania Dutch stock. 

Their son Jesse Clinton John was born in 
Elida March 23, 1802, was educated in the public 
schools of his native town, and while in school 
and afterward found employment for his energies 
on the homestead. 

In 1882 he established a home of his own by 
his marriage to Dora Strawbridge, daughter of 
Christian Strawbridge. He then farmed inde- 

endently on his father’s place, subsequently op- 
erated a hundred eighty acres near Elida, and still 
later the old homestead of a hundred ninety acres. 
Finally he bought a smaller place of thirty acres 
north of Elida, and after making that his home 
for some years sold out and is now living at his 
town home of Elida. 

Mr. John is a Republican normally, but in local 
politics at least votes for the man. He is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. and 
Mrs. John had six sons and three daughters, seven 
of whom are still living. Earl Strawbridge, the 
oldest, was born in 1883, and lived in Hancock 
county, Ohio. Ernest Emerson is married and 
lives at Lima. Gladys is the wife of Charles 
Jones, of Harvard, Illinois. Donald Dwight is a 
resident of Lima and has three children. How- 
ard LaVerne lives in Toledo, Adrian Armond 
went into the Government service at the age of 
eighteen, served with the American Expedition- 
ary Forces and the Army of Occupation, and is 
now living in Toledo and is married. The young- 
er children are Ralph DeWitt, aged seventeen; 
Mary, Mrs. John Edward; and Blanche Marie. 


Ora M. Green. A prominent and prosperous 
business man of Lima, Ora M. Green is actively 
identified with the industrial affairs of this part of 
Allen county, and as secretary of the Lima Build- 
ers’ Exchange and senior partner of the Ora M. 
Green Company, building contractors, has long 
been an important factor in the upbuilding ot 
city and county. A son of Joseph W. and Ma- 
linda (Burris) Green, successful farmers, he was 
born in November, 1882, in Celina, coming from 
Scotch and Irish ancestry. 

Educated in Celina, Ora M. Green attended the 
local high school two years, after which he 
worked with his maternal grandfather, Joseph 
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Burris, a building contractor, for about four 
years. He subsequently worked for other build- 
ing concerns until 1911, when he formed a part- 
nership with William Heffner, and as head of the 
firm of Green & Heffner began contracting on 
his own account. Succeeding well as a building 
contractor, Mr. Green in 1916 purchased his part- 
ner’s interest in the firm and continued the busi- 
ness alone for four years. Admitting A. G. Saw- 
yer to partnership in 1920, Mr. Green organized 
the Ora M. Green Company, which has since con- 
ducted an extensive and very successful business, 
having filled contracts of importance in both city 
and country. This enterprising firm makes a 
specialty of taking contracts for the erection of 
school, bank, church and public buildings, and 
has recently, in 1920, erected the Citizens Bank 
Building on Main street, Lima; a large factory 
building for the Garford Truck Company; and 
has rebuilt the Elks Home for the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. In 1916 he was 
elected secretary of the Lima Builders’ Exchange, 
and has held the position since. 

Mr. Green married, in 1907, Catherine Tohle, 
daughter of Barney and Mary (Hogan) Tohle, 
of Lima, and of their union one child has been 
born, Lucille Edna Green, whose birth occurred 
in 1909. Politically Mr. Green supports the 
Democratic principles in national matters, but in 
local affairs votes for the best men and measures 
without regard to party affiliations. Fraternally 
he belongs to the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks and to the Loyal Order of Moose. 
He is also an active member of the Lima Rotary 
Club, the Lima Club and the Shawnee Country 
Club. 


Lester Curtis Baxter, senior partner and ma- 
jority owner in the general grocery and market 
at 804 West North street, under the firm name of 
Baxter & Durbin, is a native son of Allen coun- 
ty, but for many years his business interests and 
the chief source of his prosperity were in other 
states, chiefly Missouri and Arkansas, where he 
was actively identified with the manufacture of 
wood products. : 

Mr. Baxter was born in Marion township of 
Allen county January 26, 1867, oldest of the four 
children of Samuel and Mary Jane (Miller) Bax- 
ter. He is of Scotch-Irish ancestry and his peo- 
ple have been largely professional men and farm- 
ers. His father spent his early life on a farm, 
later as a stock buyer, and is now living retired 
in Van Wert, Ohio. The mother died in_1878, 
and in 1880 Samuel Baxter married Ellen Cahill, 
of Crawford county, who died in 1917, without 
children. In 1920 he married Delilah Truesdall, 
of Allen county. ! : 

Lester Curtis Baxter acquired his early edu- 
cation in the country schools of Marion town- 
ship, in Jackson township of Van Wert county, 
and spent three terms in the Middlepoint Normal 
School of Ohio. He taught four terms of coun- 
try school in Jackson township of Van Wert 
county, but since then has been engaged in com- 
mercial pursuits. For two years he was weigh- 
master of the Churchill Elevator Company at 
Grover Hill in Paulding county, was then elected 
and served during 1898-99 as city marshal of 
Grover Hill, following which he became inter- 
ested financially as foreman of the Louisiana 
Stave & Heading Company at Louisiana, Mis- 


souri, remaining there five years. Continuing his 
interest in the manufacture of hardwood products, 
he was foreman and a stockholder in the United 
States Cooperage & Handle Company at Malden, 
Missouri, for seven years, then organized a com- 
pany of his own, known as the Weldon Stave 
Company at Weldon, Arkansas, and remained the 
active head and president of the business for 
three years. Selling out, he organized another 
company, known as the Baxter Stave Company 
at Jelks, Arkansas, and was its president two years. 

Disposing of these industrial interests Mr. Bax- 
ter came to Lima and established himself in a 
general market and grocery business at his pres- 
ent location. He is a stockholder in the Weldon 
Canning Company in Arkansas, and has some 
valuable real estate interests, including a hun- 
dred sixty acres of farm land near Independence, 
Missouri, and also city property. 

Mr. Baxter is a Republican and a member of 
the Central Church of Christ at Lima. In 1896 
he married Miss Lillian Hill, a daughter of Brad- 
ford and Molly (Michael) Hill, of Paulding coun- 
ty, Ohio. They have one daughter, Mary Frances. 


James Epwarp Dexter, A. B., D. D. S. Almost 
without exception the professional men of any 
community are to be found among the citizens 
who are doing constructive work for their lo- 
cality, and there is a good reason for this. The 
long and careful training which is necessary in 
order that a man may be fitted for his calling de- 
velops his mentality and awakens his sense of 
responsibility, and it is almost impossible for him 
to pass through life without assuming some civic 
duties. Lima is no exception to the rule that its 
professional men are among the foremost ones 
in forwarding community interests, and one of 
these is Dr. James Edward Dexter, one of the 
city’s dependable dental surgeons, 

Dr. Dexter was born at Providence, Bureau 
county, Illinois, February 12, 1873, a son of 
Thomas S. and Emily (Anthony) Dexter, and a 
member of one of the old established families of 
English stock in this country. For generations 
the family lived at Providence, Rhode Island, and 
its members have been either professional men 
or farmers. Thomas S. Dexter was a farmer all 
of his active life, and died at Oberlin, Ohio, Aug- 
ust_16, 1919. His widow died January 21, 1920, 
at Lima, Ohio. 

The eldest of the three children born to his 
parents, Dr. Dexter grew up in his native place 
and attended its schools, and when he was sev- 
enteen years of age he entered Oberlin College, 
from which he was graduated in 1897 with the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts, and in 1903 with the 
degree of Dental Surgery from the Marquette 
University at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He was 
president of his Greek letter college fraternity, 
and was valedictorian of his class. Between his 
first and second graduation Dr. Dexter was en- 
gaged in teaching school, and was instructor in 
mathematics and science at the Tiskilwa High 
School for two years. Following the comple- 
tion of his dental course he was engaged in the 
practice of his profession at Oberlin, Ohio, until 
1910, at which time he came to Lima, where he 
has since remained. In 1914 he took a post-grad- 
uate course in dentistry at the Northwestern 
Dental College at Chicago, Illinois. In addition 
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to his practice he has other interests and owns 
some real estate. 

In 1904 Dr. Dexter was married to Laura May 
Walker, a daughter of C. E. and Elizabeth (Rob- 
erts) Walker. Mrs, Dexter is a graduate of the 
Rollins College of Music. Dr. and Mrs. Dexter 
have two sons: James Alfred and Robert Morton. 
In politics he is a Republican and takes an active 
part in local affairs, now being committeeman 
from the Fourth Ward. For a number of years 
he has been a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, and is now president of its Board of 
Deacons. He is a Mason and also belongs to the 
Maccabees. At present Dr. Dexter is serving as 
president of the Oberlin Alumni Association of 
Lima, to which he was first elected in 1912 and 
to which office he has been re-elected three times, 
A man of ability and scholarly tastes, Dr. Dexter 
stands among the leaders in his profession and 
county, and his influence is far-reaching and 
powerful. 


JoHn Ross Carnes. It is oftentimes considered 
by those in the habit of superficial thinking that 
the history of so-called great men only is worthy 
of preservation and that little merit exists among 
the masses to call forth the praise of the historian 
or the appreciation of mankind. A greater mis- 
take was never made. It is not a history of the 
lucky stroke by which some achieve lasting fame 
that benefits humanity most, but the persistent 
study and continuous effort which in the course 
of time makes the lucky stroke possible. Among 
the citizens of Allen county who are achieving 
success along steady lines of action is John R. 
Carnes, whose life record thus far has entitled 
ieee the confidence and esteem of all who know 

im. 

John Robb Carnes is a native son of the coun- 
ty now honored by his citizenship, having been 
born in Lima in February, 1892, and he is the son 
of Ira P. and Anna R. (Robb) Carnes, His fath- 
er was born in Barry, Vermont, and the mother 
in Bellefontaine, Ohio. His paternal grandfather 
was John Carnes, who came from Vermont to 
Ohio, locating first at Upper Sandusky, and later 
locating in Lima, where he spent the remainder 
of his days. The father, who was employed in 
the Lima Locomotive Works, died on December 
10, 1913, and was survived but a short time by his 
widow, whose death occurred in June, 1916. By 
a former marriage Ira P. Carnes left two chil- 
dren, Walter B., of New York city, and Sabine, 
the wife of H. H. Phelps, of Tacoma, Washing- 
ton. 

John R. Carnes received his elementary educa- 
tion in the public schools of Lima, after which 
he was a student in the Miami Military School 
at Germantown, Ohio, where he was graduated. 
He then entered the Western Reserve University 
at Cleveland, Ohio, where he was graduated in 
1915, and after which he became an employe of the 
Lima Steel Casting Company, being at first assigned 
to office work, but his abilities and faithful service 
won promotions for him until today he occupies 
the responsible position of purchasing agent for 
that company. He has applied himself indefatig- 
ably to the performance of every duty assigned 
him in the various positions he has occupied, and 
his present position is his only by virtue of meri- 
torious service. 


In June, 1917, Mr. Carnes was married to Cath- 
erine Wyre, who was born and reared in Lima, 
the daughter of John and Ada (Hay) Wyre, both 
of whom are natives of the Buckeye state, her 
father having been born in Wayne county and 
her mother in Hardin county. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Carnes has been born a daughter, Catherine M. 

Politically Mr, Carnes gives his support to the 
Republican party and his religious affiliation is 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church. Fraternal- 
ly he is a member of Lodge No. 585, Free and 
Accepted Masons, and he has attained the thirty- 
second degree in the Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite. He is also a member of Lodge No. 54, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, at 
Lima. His career, though comparatively brief, 
has been well rounded in its motive and action; 
he has done his full duty in all the relations of 
life, and because of his business success and his 
high personal character he enjoys the sincere re- 
gard and good will of all who know him. 


Harry L. Dicxson. Another of the sterling na- 
tive sons of the Buckeye state who has located 
permanently in Allen county and here become 
well established through his industry and right 
living is he whose name forms the caption to 
these paragraphs, Harry L. Dickson, proprietor 
of the Buckeye Welding and Repair Shop at 
Lima. Because of his success and his fine per- 
sonal character he has merited in every way the 
fine success which he has achieved in a material 
way and the esteem of his fellow citizens, which 
all who know him freely accord. 

Harry L. Dickson was born in Unionapolis, 
Ohio, on November 15, 1888, and is the son of 
C. N. and Amelia (Herruff) Dickson, who were 
born and reared in Auglaize county, Ohio. The 
father was a successful farmer, and followed that 
vocation until 1912, when he moved to Lima, 
where he is engaged in carpenter work. Harry 
L. Dickson attended the public schools and re- 
mained on the home farm until he was twenty- 
two years of age. He then went to work as a 
fireman on the Lake Erie & Western Railroad, 
but six months later was employed as a clerk in 
the hardware store of Thomas R. Jones, where 
he remained about a year. He then went to work 
in the .Locomotive Works, where he became a 
helper in the acetylene welding department, and 
for over a year was employed as a welder, dur- 
ing which time he acquired a thorough knowledge 
of the technique of that work and other valuable 
information in the way of mechanics. During the 
following year he was employed in the Fisher 
Automobile Body Company at Detroit, Michigan. 
Later he went to Jacksonville, Florida, where he 
spent about a month, and then stopped for about 
the same length of time at New Orleans, Louisi- 
ana, Mobile and Birmingham, Alabama. He then 
returned to Lima and again went to work in the 
Locomotive Works, where he followed his trade 
until 1913. He then formed a partnership with 
E, A. Daymon and established the Buckeye Weld- 
ing and Repair Shop at No. 318 West Market 
street. They remained there in successful opera- 
tion until January, 1918, when the shop was 
moved to the present location on Water street. 
On April 15, 1920, Mr. Dickson bought his part- 
ner’s interest in the business, which he has since 
conducted alone and in which he has been very 
successful. He does all kinds of acetylene and 
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electric welding and machine shop and repair 
work, and his shop is now recognized as one of 
the most important of its kind in this community, 
In 1910 Mr. Dickson was married to Mearle 
Focht, who was born in Auglaize county, Ohio, 
but they later separated. In 1916 Mr. Dickson 
was married to Hazel Boyer, a native of Han- 
cock county, Ohio, and they have one daughter, 
Dorothy, born June 20, 1918. Mr. and Mrs. Dick- 
son are members of the First Christian Church, 
of which he is chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
He takes a deep interest in all things pertaining 
to the phases of church activity, and recently 
contributed one thousand dollars to the great 
Interchurch Movement. In political matters he 
is independent, while fraternally he is a member 
of the American Insurance Union. He is widely 
known and is well liked by all who know him. 


GeorcE L. Breese. There are no more intelligent 
and far-seeing business men in the country than 
the successful agriculturists. The life of the 
farmer is exacting, in that he may not choose his 
own times and seasons for exertion, nature ad- 
justing such matters, but it is not likely that any 
other occupation gives such large and certain re- 
turns for effort expended. When a farmer suc- 
cessfully produces large crops he may be called 
a careful and capable husbandman, but when he 
is also capable of profitably handling the crop 
he is entitled to be considered a man of excellent 
business capacity. A well-known citizen of Allen 
county who has thus qualified both as a capable 
agriculturist and man of business is George L. 
Breese, whose large and productive farm is found 
in Shawnee township. 

Mr. Breese was born in Allen county, Decem- 
ber 8, 1851, a son of David and Mary (Valentine) 
Breese. His paternal great-grandparents were 
John and Nancy (Jones) Breese, natives of 
Wales, who immigrated to the United States just 
after the closing of the MRevolutionary war 
and settled at Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Griffith 
Breese, the grandfather of George L., was born 
in Wales and was a small child when brought to 
this country by his parents. He grew up at Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania, where he married Mary 
Mowen, a native of that locality, and after the 
birth of two children there took his family across 
the mountains to Pittsburgh, then going down 
the Ohio River on a flat-boat to Fort Washing- 
ton, now Cincinnati, Ohio. From that point he 
traveled overland to Butler county, and there re- 
sided several years, In 1831, with three other 
men of his community, he started out on horse- 
back for a journey to old Fort Dearborn, the 
present site of Chicago. Arriving there, condi- 
tions did not strike him favorably, as he found 
the land largely covered with water and fever 
very prevalent. In his opinion the locality was 
not a healthful one, and he accordingly rejoined 
his family and in 1832 brought them to Shawnee 
township, Allen county. Mr. Breese secured 
eighty acres of Government land on the later site 
of Shawnee village, and other land, which had 
been taken up by fellow-pioneers, was subse- 
quently purchased by him to the extent of more 
than 2500 acres of which he improved a part. 
This continued to be his home during the re- 
mainder of his life, his death occurring in 1848. 

David Breese was born in Butler county, Ohio, 
February 27, 1825, and married Mary Valentine, 


who was born in Champaign county, Ohio, March 
23, 1827, a daughter of Crane and Mary (Harper) 
Valentine, the former a native of New York and 
the latter of Virginia. The Valentines traced 
their ancestry to a Valentine who was one of the 
original settlers of Long Island in 1640. Crane 
Valentine located at Lima in 1831, his family be- 
ing the eighth family of whites to settle at that 
place. Mr, Valentine was a cooper by trade, but 
occupation, as proof of which statement evi- 
dence is produced that on one occasion he was 
retained to repair the town jail so that it would 
hold a demented man, one Uriah Martin. Mz. 
Valentine moved later to Michigan, where he died 
when over ninety years of age. 

Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. David 
Breese bought a tract of land in Shawnee town- 
ship which had been formerly partly improved, 
the work of improvement and clearing on which, 
however, was completed by Mr. Breese. There 
they rounded out long and honorable lives as 
agriculturists, the father dying July 30, 1909, and 
the mother March 26, 1907. They were the par- 
ents of three children: Ella, of West Kibby 
street, Lima, who is the widow 8f T. A. Maltby; 
George L.; and Emmet, who died at the age of 
seven years. 

David Breese was a member of Company B, 
99th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and also a mem- 
ber of the 151st Regulars, Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

George L. Breese was born in an Indian log 
hut and grew up amid agricultural surroundings 
on the home farm, securing his education mean- 
while in the district school. Following his mar- 
riage in 1876 he rented the home farm for a pe- 
riod of ten years, then buying eighty acres of 
improved land in Shawnee township. To this 
original purchase he kept adding from time to 
time until he is now the owner of 318 acres of 
land, all of which is under cultivation with the ex- 
ception of sixty acres which is in timber pasture 
land. Mr. Breese carries on general farming and 
raises many cattle, and his operations are as suc- 
cessful as they are extensive. He formerly con- 
ducted a large dairy and operated a milk route 
in Lima for a period of five years, but this he has 
since discontinued, although at this time he main- 
tains a small dairy and has a herd of Guernsey 
cattle. His buildings are substantial and com- 
modious, and of modern and attractive architec- 
ture, and all of his improvements are up-to-date, 
typifying the progressive spirit of the owner. 

Mr. Breese was married September 6, 1876, to 
Miss Susan Nye, who was born on a farm in 
Shawnee township, Allen county, October 21, 
1851, a daughter of Jacob and Kittie Ann (Clip- 
pinger) Nye, early settlers and life-long farming 
people of Shawnee township, where they were 
held in high esteem. Mrs. Breese passed away 
May 3, 1896, having been the mother of three 
children, including twins, one of whom died in 
infancy and the other, Clarence N., who is his 
father’s associate in the work of the home farm, 
served as Corporal of the 2nd Ohio in the Span- 
ish-American war. The daughter Mabel is un- 
married and acts as housekeeper for her father. 
While the greater part of Mr. Breese’s education 
came from the school of hard knocks, he has been 
an intelligent observer, and today possesses a 
broad fund of useful knowledge. He is an active 
member of the Shawnee Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of which he has been a member of the 
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Board of Trustees for many years. Politicaliy he 
is a Republican. He is well known fraternally 
having held the offices of prelate or chaplain and 
master-at-arms in the Knights of Pythias at 
Lima and belongs likewise to the Patrons of Hus- 
bandry and Shawnee Grange, in the latter of 
which he has held practically all of the offices. 


SAMUEL JAMEs RiLey was the eighth child of the 
Allen County pioneer, Rev. George Riley. He had 
many of the interests of his father intellectually and 
in the line of social service, and achieved prominence 
as an educator. : 

In the early days of the Civil war he enlisted in 
the First Ohio Cavalry, Buckmaster’s Company, 
McLaughlin’s Squadron, and served his country three 
years three months. After the war he entered Mount 
Union College at Alliance, and in 1876 graduated 
from Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware with 
the Master of Arts degree. Subsequently for his 
attainments in the field of education the honorary 
degree Bachelor of Laws was conferred upon him. 

While there is still a generous appreciation of the 
splendid service he rendered as an educator, he 
eventually retired from school work and engaged in 
merchandising, owning a general store at West 
Cairo and still later a similar establishment at Alger 
in Hardin County. He took an active interest in 
political affairs of the county. He was a speaker 
of unusual ability, also a writer. Without doubt 
he was one of the best informed men in the country 
on all modern affairs. 

Samuei J. Riley was living near Lima when he 
died in 1912. He married Mary Etta Harpster in 
1886. She now resides at Columbus, Ohio. There 
were five children: D. P. Riley of Harrod and O. L. 
Riley of Vaughnsville, both of whom are married; 
Okla, wife of Major Cliffe Deming; Victor H., who 
operates the old homestead and farm of 120 acres; 
and William S., attending high school at Lima. 


Exrza O. ZuRMEHLY. Agriculture has become so 
important an industry that some of the most in- 
telligent men of the country find in it congenial 
employment and are devoting their whole atten- 
tion to this line of endeavor, although formerly 
they were engaged in some other calling. Allen 
county, Ohio, farm land has increased so in val- 
ue that those fortunate enough to own any of it 
realize the worth of their investment and are 
seeking to further improve it both through indi- 
vidual effort and public enterprise. One of the 
men of this region deserving of special mention, 
not only on account of his success in farming, 
but also because of the fact that formerly he was 
one of the popular educators of this part of the 
peeks is Elza O. Zurmehly, of Shawnee town- 
ship. 

He was born in Shawnee township August 17, 
1875, a son of John W. and Anna (Bevans) Zur- 
mehly, natives of Shawnee township and Mount 
Vernon, Knox county, Ohio, respectively. The 
paternal grandparents, Samuel and Catherine 
(Book) Zurmehly, were born in Pennsylvania, 
but the paternal great-grandfather was born in 
France and immigrated to this country many 
years ago. The maternal grandparents were 
William and Druscilla (Yoakam) Bevans, the 
former being county judge of Knox county, Ohio. 
The Zurmehlys came to Allen county from Ross 
county, Ohio, in 1840, settling in Shawnee town- 


ship, and there John W. Zurmehly was born in 
1848, and he was married in 1872, after which he 
and his wife settled on the State Road in Shawnee 
township. His original farm contained ninety- 
seven acres of land, and when he died in 1902 he 
had increased this to 211 acres. His widow re- 
sides at Lima. During the war between the 
North and the South John W. Zurmehly served 
in the Union army, enlisting in May, 1864, and re- 
maining in the service until the close of the war, 
as a member of Company E, One Hundred and 
Eightieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He and his 
wife had the following children: Elza O., who 
was the eldest born; Claude, who died in infancy; 
and:Rollin, who is in the attorney general’s office 
at Columbus, Ohio. 

Elza O. Zurmehly was reared on the homestead 
and attended the local schools and the Ohio 
Northern University at Ada, Ohio, from which 
he was graduated in the scientific course. From 
1898 until 1903 he was engaged in teaching in the 
public schools of Shawnee township, and was so 
fine an educator that great regret was felt when 
he left the schoolroom to devote all of his time 
to his farm. From 1902 until 1913 he continued 
to reside on the farm in Shawnee township, but 
then went to Lima, Ohio, and was employed by 
the Spyker Hardware Company for four years, 
but in 1917 returned to the home farm in section 
22, Shawnee township, which comprises 211 acres, 
all of which he farms, owning seventy acres of it. 
Here he is raising registered Short-horn cattle, 
Percheron horses and carrying on general farm- 
ing. 

In November, 1902, Mr. Zurmehly was married 
to Gertrude Franklin, born in Perry township, 
Ailen county, a daughter of James S. and Laura 
(Dixon) Franklin, natives of Perry and Shawnee 
townships of Allen county, respectively. Mrs. 
Zurmehly died in 1913, having borne her husband 
two children, Ruth, who is living with her father, 
and Helen, who died at the age of ten months. 
In June, 1916, Mr. Zurmehly was married to 
Mary Adgate, born in Shawnee township, a 
daughter of Hart C. and Lydia (Beal) Adgate, 
natives of Shawnee township and New York 
state, respectivevly. Mr. Zurmehly belongs to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and has been 
superintendent of its Sunday School since 1916. 
He is a Republican and served as a member of 
the Board of Education for four years. Frater- 
nally he belongs to Solar Lodge No. 783, I. O. 
O. F., of Lima, and to the Lima Camp of Modern 
Woodmen of America. At present he belongs 
to the Patrons of Husbandry, and for two terms 
he served as master of Shawnee Grange. A 
thoroughly progressive, well-educated man, Mr. 
Zurmehly is a strong force in his neighborhood, 
and his influence is always directed toward secur- 
ing for it a betterment of living conditions and a 
raising of intellectual standards. In his church 
and Sunday School he is doing fine work, and it 
would be difficult to find a man in the county 
who is connected with more constructive endeav- 
or than he. 


ALBERT LEwis BAECHLER. Visitors to Woodlawn 
Cemetery of Lima are impressed with the beauty 
of this “City of the Dead,” and are sure to make 
favorable comments with reference to the ex- 
quisite care shown in every detail of the manage- 
ment. Many do not know that the present con- 
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ditions are the outgrowth of the skill and con- 
scientious performance of duties assigned to three 
men, father and two sons. The elder son, Ed- 
ward, succeeding the former as superintendent 
of .this cemetery. The present incumbent, Al- 
bert Lewis Baechler, is not only carrying out 
his father’s and brother’s ideas, but some of his 
own, and the results are eminently satisfactory. 

Albert Lewis Baechler was born at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Lima, Ohio, August 20, 1880, a son of 
Christian and Magdaline Baechler, natives of 
Switzerland, who came to this country many 
years ago. Christian Baechler was the first su- 
perintendent of Woodlawn Cemetery, and held 
that position until he retired in favor of his son 
Edward. Edward in turn was succeeded on Jan- 
uary 1, 1907, by Albert L. Baechler. 

After attending the district schools of Amer- 
ican township and the public schools of Lima 
Albert Lewis Baechler assisted his father in the 
cemetery and onthe farm the latter owned in 
American township, and in 1904 was made assist- 
ant superintendent of Woodlawn Cemetery, con- 
tinuing as such until he became superintendent 
in 1907. During the summer he has fifteen men 
under him, and in the winter from four to five, 
and the utmost care is exercised to keep every- 
thing in first-class order. 

In September, 1904, Mr. Baechler was united 
in marriage with Goldie V. Cremean, born in 
Allen county, Ohio, a daughter of James and 
Augusta (Baty) Cremean, natives of Allen coun- 
ty, Ohio, and Germany, respectively. Mr. and 
Mrs. Baechler became the parents of three chil- 
dren, namely: Gladys, who was born January 19, 
1906; Clarence, who was born September 25, 
1907; and Gertrude, who was born September 
12, 1913. Mrs. Baechler and the children belong 
to Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Lima. In 
his political views Mr. Baechler is independent, 
preferring to cast his vote for the man he deems 
best suited for the office rather than tie himself 
down with party restrictions. His family is one 
of the honored ones of Allen county, and he is 
living up to the high standards hitherto raised 
and maintained by its representatives. Having 
spent his entire life in Allen county, it is but nat- 
ural that Mr. Baechler should be interested in 
its progress and willing to aid in bringing about 
such improvements as may be deemed necessary 
from time to time. 


Watkin R. Lioyp. One of the substantial and 
dependable citizens of Sugar Creek Township who 
is prominently identified with his community’s agri- 
cultural interests and civic affairs is Watkin R. 
Lloyd, the owner of a well-cultivated farm three 
miles west of the Village of Gomer, and an active 
and constructive member of the Board of Township 
Trustees. Mr. Lloyd is a native of Wales, born 
March 20, 1870, a son of Watkin and Anna (Davis) 
Lloyd, natives of that country, where both passed 
their lives. The father was born in 1830 and died 
in 1890, while the mother was born in 1832 and died 
about the same time as her husband. They were 
faithful members of the Church of England and the 
parents of eleven children, of whom five sons and 
two daughters are living, all as residents of Wales 
except two sons: David, who is deceased, and 
Watkin. 
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Watkin R. Lloyd was reared and educated in 
Wales, but when eighteen years of age emigrated 
to the United States and secured employment as a 
farm hand in the vicinity of Gomer. He continued 
farm work until his marriage, January 13, 1896, to 
Eva Bussert, who was born in Sugar Creek Town- 
ship, Allen County, a daughter of J. W. Busser, 
and sister of Frank W. Bussert. She received her 
education in the public schools. After their mar- 
riage Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd lived with Mr. Bussert 
for one year, and at the time of his death purchased 
ninety acres of land, on which Mr. Lloyd has since 
made his home. In addition to being a general 
farmer, he is a breeder of registered Duroc hogs 
and a good grade of cattle, and his operations, gov- 
erned by good management and directed by industry, 
have been uniformly successful. He is a stock- 
holder in the Elida Equality Exchange and bears an 
excellent reputation for integrity in business circles. 
In politics he is a republican, and for several years 
has served very efficiently and conscientiously as a 
member of the Board of Sugar Creek Township 
Trustees. With his family he holds membership in 
the Gomer Congregational Church, of which his son 
Ellis is treasurer. 

By his first marriage Mr. Lloyd had'two children: 
Ellis, born June 28, 1899, a graduate of the Gomer 
High School, who is one of the popular and effi- 
cient school teachers of Allen County; and Eva, a 
graduate of the graded schools, now attending high 
school. Mrs. Lloyd died in 1904, and in 1906 
Mr. Lloyd married Catherine James, who had come 
to the United States in that year from her native 
Wales. They have two daughters: Anna and 
Margaret. 


Ernest E..McEtwain. Nothing is more certain 
than that thrift, industry and perseverance will 
eventuate in success when backed by ability, and this 
has been proven by Ernest E. McElwain, one of the 
substantial agriculturists of Jackson Township, Allen 
County, who is the owner of a well-tilled farm in 
section 4. His career has been one in which he has 
striven honorably and accomplished effectively, and 
the record of his life is that of the achievements of 
a man of sound integrity and good citizenship. 

Mr. McElwain was born on a farm in Marion 
County, Ohio, January 21, 1868, a son of Andrew 
and Catherine (Halliwill) McElwain. His father 
was born in 1840, in Pennsylvania, and as a young 
man moved to Crawford County, Ohio, where he 
met and married Miss Halliwill, who had been born 
in that county. After their marriage in 1865 they 
moved to Marion County, and for some time lived 
on a farm and later returned to Crawford County, 
whence, in 1881, they came to Allen County and 
settled in Jackson Township. Here they rounded out 
their careers as tillers of the soil, honorable and 
honored people and earnest members of the United 
Brethren Church, in which Andrew McElwain was 
a local preacher for a number of years. He was a 
republican in politics and a veteran of the Civil war, 
in which he fought as a Union soldier from 1861 to 
1865, and in one of the battles of which he received 
a wound. Mr. and Mrs. McElwain were the parents 
of six children: Ernest E.; Bertha, the wife of 
John N. Patterson; Grace, the wife of John Boyd; 
Minor L., a farmer of Jackson Township; Carrie B., 
the wife of Richard Clark; and Ottie E., the wife of 
David Driver. 
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Ernest E. McElwain was given his early educa- 
tional training in the district school in Jackson 
Township, following which he pursued a course 
at Beaver Dam High School and then enrolled as 
a student at the Ohio Northern University at Ada. 
After his graduation from the latter institution he 
entered upon his career as a school teacher, and for 
fourteen years taught in the rural districts, becoming 
a well known and popular educator. When he gave 
up his labors in the schoolroom Mr. McElwain began 
farming in Jackson Township, and later bought his 
present property of eighty acres, situated in section 4. 
Here he has carried on general farming, also having 
specialized in Percheron horses, Jersey cattle and 
thoroughbred poultry. In each department of his 
work he has achieved success through an intelligent 
application of time-proven and practicable princi- 
ples backed up by modern methods and equipment, 
and is today accounted one of the most thoroughly 
skilled farmers and stockmen of his township. His 
property has been made valuable and attractive by 
the erection of substantial buildings and the instal- 
lation of up-to-date improvements, and reflects the 
progressiveness and enterprise of its energetic 
owner. 

Mr. McElwain was united in marriage with Miss 
Ora E. Jennings, of Allen County, who is a high 
school graduate and also a graduate of the Ohio 
Northern University, and to this union there have 
been born two sons: Edgar M., born September 13, 
1890, is a graduate of the Ohio State University, 
receiving the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and is now 
a teacher of vocational agriculture at Vaughnsville, 
Ohio. He married Lola Cotner; Carl W., born 
August 4, 1899, is a member of the Ohio State Uni- 
versity graduating class of 1922. He saw army 
training during the World war in the Students’ Army 
Training Corps of his alma mater. Mr. McElwain 
and the members of his family belong to the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church. He is a member of the 
Golden Ridge Grange, and is a stockholder in the 
elevators at Beaver Dam and Lafayette. His poli- 
tical support is given to the republican party. 


DanteL LrstER BRrRENNEMAN. The man_ who 
works, pays his way, earns his own capital and 
gradually, step by step, advances to independent 
prosperity is always an object of admiration to 
his fellow citizens. That has been in brief the 
career of Daniel Lester Brenneman, one of the 
substantial farmer citizens of American town- 
ship. Mr. Brenneman was for many years a 
renter, and on land owned by others achieved a 
gratifying degree of success, enabling him event- 
ually to acquire his present homestead. 

Mr. Brenneman was born in Marion township, 
Allen county, in 1871, son of John G. and Mary 
A, (Laman) Brenneman. His great-grandfather 
Brenneman came from Germany at an early date, 
two of his brothers accompanying him, one lo- 
cating in Virginia. His place of settlement was 
in Pennsylvania, and the next generation, the 
grandfather of Mr. Brenneman, moved to Fair- 
field county, Ohio, driving overland with ox team. 
John G. Brenneman left Fairfield county when a 
young man, came to Allen ‘county and married 
here, and by his industry acquired a good farm 
of eighty-three acres, on which he reared his fam- 
ily of ten children, nine of whom are still living. 
Daniel L. was the seventh child. 


Only a few months each winter was he per- 
mitted to attend school. The rest of the time he 
worked on the home farm, also hired out and 
gave a full day’s labor for fifty cents pay. After 
leaving school he worked in a stone quarry at a 
dollar and fifteen cents a day. He was twenty- 
two when he married, and for several years he 
provided for his family by his wages at day and 
month employment. He finally rented eighty- 
eight acres in American township, farmed that 
for eight years, then lived on another place of a 
hundred four acres a year, until it was sold, and 
subsequently was renter of eighty acres in the 
same location for nine years. In 1919 Mr. Bren- 
neman bought his present valuable place of eighty 
acres on rural route No. 3 out of Elida, and has 
now reached a stage in his affairs where he is 
enjoying every evidence of material prosperity 
and a high degree of civic esteem. He is a stock- 
holder in the Farmers Equity Exchange at Elida, 
is an independent Democrat in politics and a 
member of the Methodist Church at Allentown. 

Mr. Brenneman married Mary Elizabeth David- 
son, of Amanda township. They have three 
children: Edith Estelle, the oldest, is the wife of 
Russell Wolfe, of American township, and has 
a daughter, Helen. John William Brenneman, 
born in 1896, was educated in country schools to 
the age of fifteen, graduated from the Lima High 
Schoo! in 1915, and since then has been asso- 
ciated with his father on the farm. The third 
and youngest child is Wallace D. Brenneman. 


Lon S. BrowrEr. The Browers came at an early 
date to Allen county, distinguished themselves as 
contributors to the material upbuilding and im- 
provement of their community, and as a family 
they have been people of consequence for many 
years. One of them is Lon S. Brower, who for 
over thirty years was one of the léading farmers 
of the county and is still living on a farm, though 
practically retired, having only thirty-two acres 
in his home place in American township, on rural 
route No. 7 out of Lima. 

Mr. Brower was born in Sugar Creek township 
of Allen county November 22, 1854. His parents 
were Joseph and Elizabeth (Stevens) Brower. 
Through the various generations the family has 
been closely identified with the soil, though three 
of Mr. Brower’s uncles were also preachers of 
the Dunkard Church. Grandfather John Brower 
came from Holland, settled in Rockingham coun- 
ty, Virginia, and was a farmer and planter and 
oil mill merchant at Richmond. He married in 
Virginia and had fourteen children, Joseph being 
the youngest. 

Joseph Brower was fourteen years old when he 
came to Allen county, Ohio, with his mother and 
his brother Daniel, who married Elizabeth Leedy. 
The family located in Sugar Creek township on a 
virgin farm of a hundred sixty acres. Joseph 
Brower helped clear this land. The home of the 
family was a brick house, one of the first in Al- 
len county, the brick being made on the land by 
the Browers. Joseph Brower married and after- 
ward bought eighty acres in the woods, clearing 
it up and developing a farm. It was on that farm 
that Lon S. Brower was born, 

Lon S. Brower was one of four children, and 
acquired his early education in Sugar Creek town- 
ship. He attended school about three months in 
the year, and otherwise assisted in the work of 
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of the farm. In 1879 he married Martha Mar- 
garet Pfeifer, daughter of Nicholas and Eva 
(Zeor) Pfeifer, of American township. Her par- 
ents were natives of Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany. 
where her father was a shoemaker. Three years 
after their marriage in 1840, they came to Amer- 
ica and settled in Fairfield county, Ohio. Of 
their eleven children Mrs. Brower was the 
youngest, and five of them are still living. 

After his marriage Mr. Brower farmed forty 
acres in Sugar Creek township for eight years, 
and in 1887 moved to American township on a 
larger farm of a hundred acres. This was his 
home and the scene of his industrious efforts for 
nearly thirty years, until 1915, when he practically 
retired and has since had only a moderate routine 
of duties on his place of thirty-two acres. Mr. 
Brower is a stockholder in the Auto Music Com- 
pany of Grand Rapids. He is a Republican, and 
a man ever alert to the responsibilities of good 
citizenship. He has enjoyed life as he has gone 
along, and is one of the many progressive farm- 
ers of the county whose horizon of experience 
and travel has been greatly broadened by the ad- 
vent of the automobile. Some years ago Mr. 
Brower and wife made an interesting automobile 
trip carrying them over the same route from 
Rockingham county, Virginia, to Ohio, which his 
father had traveled with horses and wagons many 
years earlier, when the family came to Allen coun- 
ty. Their road led over the historic National 
Pike, along which many of the old milestones are 
still standing, silent witnesses of a century of 
travel and traffic between the east and the middle 
west, 

Mr. and Mrs. Brower have two children. Lena 
Blanche is the wife of Jacob Bowers, of Canton, 
Ohio, and Mary Hazel was married to Hugh A. 
Little, of Pontiac, Michigan. 


Lewis E. FEIGHTNER gave almost a third of a cen- 
tury of efficient service to the Lima Locomotive 
Works, and since leaving that great industry has 
indulged his inclination for country life on his 
farm of eighty acres in American township, on 
rural route No. 3. i 

Mr. Feightner, who is widely known and es- 
teemed both in the city of Lima and in his coun- 
try neighborhood, was born at Lima, June 13, 
1869, son of Amos B. and Sarah (Hill) Feightner. 
His first American ancestor was his great-great- 
grandfather, who came to this country in 1736 
and settled in Westmoreland county, Pennsyl- 
vania. He was one of the very early pioneers 
there and was killed during an Indian raid in 
that section. Some of his descendants are still 
living where he first settled. The great-grand- 
father of Lewis E. Feightner was a soldier in the 
Revolution under General Washington. The 
grandfather, Solomon Feightner, spent his active 
life in Wayne county, Ohio, as a farmer and mijl- 
ler, and died in 1864. Second among his seven 
children was Amos B. Feightner, who lived at 
Lima and for many years was in the service of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company. He died at 
Lima in 1908, His widow now lives with her son 
Lewis and is seventy-eight years of age. She is 
of Scotch ancestry. Her father was born in 1812, 
came from South Carolina over the mountains, 
and cleared up a farm in Darke county, Ohio. | 

Lewis E. Feightner is the younger of two chil- 
dren, and acquired his early education in the pub- 


lic schools of Lima to the age of fourteen. He 
began his employment with the Lima Locomotive 
Works at the age of seventeen. At first he was a 
utility hand, but while earning his living he was 
also increasing his abilities for service, and ‘by 
study and practical experience taught himself the 
profession of drafting, and for many years was a 
draftsman in the Geared Locomotive Department. 
He was in the service of the company for thirty- 
two years. He resigned in 1916 for the purpose 
of occupying his farm, but responded to the 
emergency call to duty during the World war, 
and served two years at the East Iron & Machine 
Company. Mr, Feightner bought his property in 
American township in 1904, but for a number of 
years handled it through a renter. He has eighty 
acres of good soil, and the farm has responded 
splendidly to his efforts as an agriculturist. He 
built the only circular barn in the township, con- 
structing it after his own plans. This barn is a 
model of efficiency in arrangement and equip- 
ment, and the same characteristics hold every- 
where else on the farm. Mr. Feightner has never 
been in politics and casts his vote. independently. 

In 1894 he married Miss Erma Kruse, daugh- 
ter of Henry and Doretta (Bauman) Kruse. She 
attended the public schools of Elida when they 
were under the direction of Mr. Crites, and also 
attended the Lima. High School. Mr. and Mrs. 
Feightner have two sons, Amos Evan, born in 
1898, and Robert Lewis, born in 1901. The older 
son married Mary Story Roth, and has two chil- 
dren, Virginia May and Edwin Lewis. 


Joun Henry Attorre. The rapid growth and de- 
velopment of Lima are matters of much pride to 
her citizens, and explanations are not far to seek. 
This is a city of steady workers. It is not only 
the home of great industrial concerns that are a 
part of the commerce of the world, but within 
her borders are also found what may be termed 
foundation stones, these being the many substan- 
tial, well managed business houses under the per- 
sonal supervision of their founders and owners 
which through good judgment and prudent meth- 
ods, are large contributors to civic prosperity. 
One of these of considerable importance is the 
Allgire Auto Supply Company, the business quar- 
ters of which are at Nos. 125-127-129 South Eliza- 
beth street, and the founder and owner of which 
is John Henry Allgire, one of Lima’s well known, 
reliable and respected citizens. 

John Henry Allgire was born on a farm near 
Columbus in Fairfield county, Ohio, in 1875, the 
youngest of six children born to Henry and 
Eleanor (Holbert) Allgire. On the father’s side 
the ancestry was German and on the mother’s 
was English, but both families have been in Amer- 
ica for many years. Mr. Allgire’s people have 
been farmers for generations back. His mother 
died at Houston in Shelby county in 1900, and 
his father passed away in 1912. They had four 
sons and two daughters, all of whom survive. 

Mr. Allgire assisted his father on the farm dur- 
ing boyhood and youth while attending the coun- 
try schools. He had high school advantages for 
one term at Greenville, Ohio, and afterward 
taught a country school near that place. Later 
on he took the teacher’s training course at Le- 
banon College, returning then to the home farm, 
of which he had charge until he was twenty-nine 
years old. 
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In 1905 Mr. Allgire came to Lima, and here be- 
came identified with the Newson-Bond Depart- 
ment Store, with which he continued for seven 
years in a responsible position. Afterward he 
spent some time in the field of salesmanship, on 
the road, being with the Toledo Scale Company 
for six months, the McCaskie Register Company 
for three months, and after that until 1914 had a 
prosperous connection with the Prudential Life 
Insurance Company. During this interval he had 
made business acquaintances by the score and 
widened his circle of friends, and when he de- 
cided to embark in business for himself found 
hearty encouragement on every hand. In 1914 
he bought the company of which he is now sole 
owner. The Allgire Auto Supply Company has 
high standing among many business competitors 
and does business all over the city and within a 
radius of thirty miles in the country. He carries 
a complete line of packing, hose and belting and 
is agent for the Goodyear tires. 

In 1896 Mr. Allgire was united in marriage to 
Miss Blanche W. Nicholson, who is a daughter of 
William and Caroline (Shipley) Nicholson, old 
and substantial residents of Miami county, Ohio. 
They have one son, William L., who is associated 
with his father, Mr. Allgire and wife are mem- 
bers of the Christian Church. He belongs to the 
order of Elks at Lima and is a member of the 
Kiwanis Club. Interested in all public matters 
as a good citizen, Mr. Allgire belongs to that 
wide class that prefers to do its own political 
thinking, and when he casts his vote it is for a 
candidate that measures up to a standard far re- 
moved from the selfish aims of mere party polli- 
tics. 


Jackson MILLer Lone. The Long family is one 
which has been connected with the agricultural 
activities of Allen county for a number of years, 
and one of its representatives who is making a 
success of his undertakings as a farmer is Jack- 
son Miller Long, owner of 150 acres of land in 
American township. He was born in Amanda 
township, this county, November 9, 1855, a son 
of Christopher and Keturah (Miller) Long, and 
grandson of David Long, a native of Germany, 
who first settled in Pennsylvania and from there 
came to Allen county. 

Jackson Miller Long had the misfortune to lose 
his parents when he was only six years old and 
was bound out to Henry Kiracofe, a farmer liv- 
ing five miles north of Lima, and there he lived 
until he was eighteen years old, receiving but a 
limited education in the country schools, which 
he attended during the winters, his whole time 
being absorbed in farm work during the other 
months of the year. After obtaining his freedom 
Mr. Long worked for Thomas Montague for nine 
months, being paid nineteen dollars a month, and 
he then worked during a winter for Henry Kira- 
cofe. During the next year he worked as a team- 
ster on some road improvement that was being 
done in Allen county. However, he had the in- 
clination toward farming possessed by his fam- 
ily, and it was his ambition to acquire land, so 
he rented 140 acres in American township con- 
ducted it for fifteen years, doing genera, farm- 
ing. Leaving this farm he went to Wells coun- 
ty, Indiana, and for two and one-half years rent- 
ed and conducted 120 acres of land, and was quite 
successful, and his profits, added to his former 


savings, enabled him to buy fifty-two and one- 
half acres. He also operates 110 acres addi- 
tional, which he rents. Since he was thirty-six 
years old Mr. Long has made a specialty of rais- 
ing blooded Percheron and Belgian horses, and 
sells them all over the county. At present he 
has six stallions, which are very valuable. In 
this line he has been eminently successful, and 
his stock is recognized as being of so excellent 
a quality that he commands very high prices for 
it. 

In 1875 Mr. Long was married to Elizabeth A. 
Casiday, a daughter of Washington and Elizabeth 
(Andrews) Casiday, farming people of American 
township, who came to Allen county from Rock- 
ingham county, Virginia, They became the par- 
ents of the following children: Cora May, who 
married C. Miller, of American township, has one 
son, Harold; William Jackson, who married 
Myrtle Bowersock, has two children, Verney and 
Everett; Charles Henry, who lives in American 
township, married Cora Armstrong, of Elida, 
Ohio, has three children, Neva, Clyde and Ira; 
Bertie Cleveland, who died at the age of one year 
and one day; Floyd Emmett, who died in 1918, 
when twenty-eight years old, lived in the Garden- 
dale Addition of Lima, was married to Louise 
Locke, and they had one child, Princess; Nannie 
Fay, who married Wesley Bowers, of Lima, has 
three children, Franklin, Ray and Paul; Homer 
Freeman, who married Helen Wright, of Amer- 
ican township, has one child, Otho; and Arthur 
Edward, who is at home. 

Mr. Long is a Democrat. The United Breth- 
ren Church holds his membership, and he is gen- 
erous in his donations to it. The success which 
has attended him is all the more remarkable in 
that it is the outcome of his own efforts, for he 
has never had any backing, and has had to work 
hard for everything he has today. 


Tuomas Ciinton Lone, owner of 254 acres of 
land in American township, is not only one of the 
prosperous farmers of Allen county, but he also 
is proprietor of the T. C. Long Stone Company 
of this township, so that his interests are varied. 
He was born in Sugar Creek township, Allen 
county, Ohio, April 23, 1853, a son of Christian 
and Keturah (Miller) Long, and grandson of 
David Long, who with his wife came to Allen 
county from Pennsylvania many years ago, and 
died in this county, The parents of both of them 
were of German birth. For as many generations 
as the family can be traced its members have been 
farmers, and the love of the soil was born in them 
all. Christian Long was a native of Allen coun- 
ty, his birth taking place many years ago, and 
he died here in 1861, his wife passing away the 
following year. They had five children, of whom 
Thomas Clinton Long was the third. 

Thomas Clinton Long was bound out to Sam- 
uel Miller of American township for a period of 
nine years, with the stipulation that he receive a 
proper amount of schooling, but was only sent 
to school two months a year. When he was 
eighteen years old he began working for the 
farmers of American township, and saved his 
money until he had sufficient to invest in forty 
acres of land which is included in his present 
farm. He added to his farm from time to time 
until it now contains 254 acres, well improved. 
In 1877 Mr. Long discovered blue limestone on 
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his property, and opened a quarry, hauling his 
product to‘different points in Allen and Auglaize 
counties for road work. Until 1919 he carried on 
general farming, but later rented his property and 
now devotes himself to quarrying. He is also a 
stockholder in the Lima Coal Company of Lima, 
with mines in West Virginia, and is interested in 
other concerns. The Methodist Episcopal Church 
holds his membership and he is active in the lo- 
cal congregation. Fraternally he belongs to Lima 
Lodge No. 54, B. P. O. E. 

In 1876 Mr. Long was married to Mary Bene- 
dum, of American township, and they became the 
parents of six children, one of whom died. Della 
is the wife of Mr. Garrigus, and lives in Amer- 
ican township. William T. lives in Oklahoma. 
He married Vida Breese of Allen county, and 
they have five children. John B., the second son 
of Mr. Long, lives at Allentown. He married 
Alta Myers, and they have one child. Harvey 
E., the fourth child, lives in American township, 
is married and has four children, Amos O., the 
fifth child, is unmarried. Iva died in infancy in 


The Long family is one of the old ones of 
Allen county, and its members have always been 
associated with its development since locating 
here. In opening up his quarry Mr. Long not 
only provided employment for a number of men, 
but he is furnishing suitable stone for the con- 
struction of good roads in his vicinity, in this way 
giving an impetus to the movement in favor of 
them that could not be furnished in any other 
way. Personally he is well liked, and his stand. 
ing in his neighborhood is of the highest. 


Wriiam THomas Krimes. The late William 
Thomas Kimes was one of the substantial agri. 
culturalists of Allen county for a number of 
years, and owned and improved the farm in 
Shawnee township now owned by his widow. He 
was a man of kindly intent, hard-working and 
thrifty, and when he died his neighborhood lost 
one of its best citizens. He was born in Alle- 
gheny City, Pennsylvania, November 16, 1841, a 
son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Spear) Kimes, na- 
tives of Adams and Franklin counties, Pennsyl- 
vania, respectively. She was a daughter of Rob- 
ert Spear, of Ireland. 

After the death of his mother, in 1847, William 
Thomas Kimes lived with her father, and was 
reared by him. When the war broke out between 
the North and the South Mr. Kimes was one of 
the loyal young men of the country, and he en- 
listed in the Union army in August, 1862, in 
Company K, One Hundred and Twenty-sixth 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and served for 
nine months, participating in some of the hardest 
fought engagements of the war, including those 
of Shephardsville, Fredericksburg and Chancel- 
lorsville, and had the good fortune to escape in- 
jury. In April, 1867, he came to Allen county 
and bought sixty-four acres of land in Shawnee 
township, and thoroughly improved the place, 
living on it until his death, which took place on 
February 20, 1911. Mr. Kimes belonged to Mart 
Armstrong Post, G. A. R., of Lima, and was ac- 
tive in it. For one term he served as township 
trustee, and while in office safeguarded the in- 
terests of the taxpayers. For several years he 
was also a member of the Board of Education. 
Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church held his member- 


ship, and his widow and children still belong to 


1t. 

On October 21, 1869, Mr. Kimes was united in 
marriage with Maria Mechling, who was born in 
Perry township March 16, 1846, a daughter of 
Joshua and Sophia (Weimer) Mechling, natives 
of Pennsylvania, and granddaughter of William 
and Esther (Mechling) Mechling, (natives of 
Pennsylvania, who in 1812 moved to Hopewell 
township, Perry county, Ohio. He was twice 
married, first to Esther Mechling, by whom he 
had five children, namely: Joshua, William, 
Louisa, Jacob and Daniel; and, secondly, to 
Catherine Rice, whose maiden name was Saum, 
and they also had five children. Mr. and Mrs. 
Kimes became the parents of the following chil- 
dren: Jennie R., married Albert E, Wolf, of 
Perry township; Sophia E., who lives with her 
mother; Frances Edna, who is Mrs. Thomas H. 
Graham, of Union township, Auglaize county, 
Ohio, and has six children, George, John, 
Esther, Mildred, Elizabeth and Earl; Walter A., 
who: conducts the home farm for his mother; 
Esther L., also at home with her mother; and 
William R., who was born October 1, 1890, died 
December 25, 1890. The Kimes family is one of 
the most highly respected in Allen county, and 
Mrs. Kimes has every reason to be proud of her 
children, who are all doing exceptionally well 
and are a credit to her and her husband and the 
watchful care they exercised over their upbring- 
ing. 


Lewis WELLINGTON Mowery. The business inter- 
ests of Lima cover a wide field of activity, and 
each year those pertaining to the great automo- 
bile industry increase in number and importance. 
Men of keen foresight invest capital and give 
personal attention with the certainty that rea- 
sonable prosperity will attend them, providing 
they possess the necessary mechanical knowledge 
and limit their interests to well proved cars and 
accessories. One who has shown marked good 
judgment and is meeting with very satisfactory 
returns in this line is Lewis Wellington Mowery, 
who is sole proprietor of the Lima Rubber & 
Auto Supply Company, South Main street. 

Mr. Mowery was born in 1865, in Bath town- 
ship, Allen county, Ohio, and is a son of Jacob 
and Clarissa (Heffner) Mowery, and a grandson 
of Samuel Mowery, who was of Pennsylvania 
Dutch stock. It was the grandfather who estab- 
lished the family in Allen county, bringing with 
him the sturdy habits and thrift that have made 
the state of Pennsylvania rich in agricultural 
production. Samuel Mowery reared his large 
family comfortably and passed out of life re- 
spected by all who knew him. He was succeeded 
by his son, Jacob Mowery, who inherited his 
habits of thrift and industry, emulated his high 
character, and he, too, died on the old homestead. 

Lewis W. Mowery was reared in his native 
township, and until he was sixteen years old at- 
tended the country schools, Although he had a 
preference for mechanics and from boyhood was 
apt with tools, he remained at home to assist his 
father until he was twenty-one years old, when 
he learned the carpenter trade with a local work- 
man and did carpenter work over the neighbor- 
hood for the next three years. He then came to 
Lima, this being in 1888, found employment as a 
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carpenter and afterward went into contracting 
and followed that line for twelve years. Mr. 
Mowery, however, is what may be termed an all 
round mechanic, for he is equally at home in 
other trades. After retiring from the contract- 
ing field, he opened a general wood and metal 
repair shop, conducting it for two years, at which 
time he went into the plumbing business and car- 
ried that on for the next two years. 

Mr. Mowery then had his interest aroused in 
the line in which he has been so successful, and 
at No. 448 South Main street started the tire 
business which is now known as the Lima Rub- 
ber & Auto Supply Company. Two years later 
he removed to No. 114 East Elm street, remain- 
ing at that location for three years, removing 
then to No. 306 South Main street, and five years 
afterward to his present desirable situation from 
a business standpoint, at No. 210 South Main 
street. Mr. Mowery carries standard goods only, 
being agent for the Racine and the Oldfield tires, 
has a full line of auto accessories and has a trade 
territory that covers the city within a radius of 
twenty miles in the country. He understands his 
goods and has the reputation of being a trust- 
worthy and accommodating dealer. He has ad- 
ditional business interests. 

In 1886 Mr. Mowery was married to Miss 
Esther Blair, who is a daughter of Edmund and 
Eliza (Williams) Blair, of Westminster, Ohio, 
and they have the following children: Clifford 
Albert, who has a wife and three children; Lil- 
lian Florence, who is Mrs, Frank Hoffer; Nora, 
who married Floyd Good, and they have three 
children; Homer, who has a wife and one child; 
and Jacob Lester and Orlan Edmund. Mr. Mow- 
ery and his family belong to Calvary Reformed 
Church. He does not consider himself much of 
a politician but always considers carefully be- 
fore he ‘casts his independent vote, being identi- 
fied with no particular political party. 


Davin E. BerryMAN. The qualities which have 
made David E. Berryman one of the prominent 
and successful men of Spencer township, Allen 
county, have also brought him the esteem of his 
fellow men, for his career has been one of well 
directed energy, strong determination and hon- 
orable methods. It would be hard to find in this 
section a more industrious or progressive agricul- 
turist and stock raiser than he, and he is strongly 
intrenched in the favor and esteem of all who 
know him. 

David E. Berryman, whose well-cultivated 
farm of forty acres is located about one and a 
half miles east of Spencerville, was born in Shaw- 
nee township, Allen county, on June 1, 1874, and 
is the son of Ephraim and Deborah B. (Black- 
burn) Berryman, His father was born in Aug- 
laize county, Ohio, in June, 1840, and died in 
1896. The mother was a native of Carroll coun- 
ty, Ohio. They were married and settled on a 
farm in Auglaize county, living there for a time 
and then moving to Allen county and settling on 
a farm in Shawnee township, where they lived 
until 1878. In that year they moved to Spencer 
township, where they spent the remainder of their 
lives. They were members of the Baptist Church, 
in which they took an active interest. Mr. Berry- 
man was a member of the Grange, and was a 
Democrat in his political belief. He was prom- 
inent in the public affairs of the community and 


served as a director of the County Infirmary and 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Allen 
County Fair Association. He was an up-to-date 
farmer and successful business man, and was held 
in high regard by all who knew him. To him 
and his wife were born eight children, as follows: 
Harley, who is engaged in farming in southern 
California; John G., who is connected with the oil 
industry in Texas; Elbert S., a farmer in Spencer 
township; George, who is engaged in the oil 
business in Kansas; Alma M., who graduated 
from the Ohio Northern University at Ada, and 
was a successful teacher, is the wife of Jasper 
Brown, a farmer and fruit raiser in California; 
David E., the subject of this sketch; Ira P., of 
Spencerville; and Flora E., the wife of Aldon 
Loomis, of Illinois. 

David E. Berryman was about three years of 
age when the family located on the farm which 
he now owns. He received his educational train- 
ing in the district schools and has always carried 
on the operation of the home farm, which he 
maintains at a high standard of cultivation, He 
is thoroughly up-to-date in his agricultural meth- 
ods, and by persistent industry and sound judg- 
ment has achieved a distinct success. In addi- 
tion to the raising of all the crops common to this 
locality he also gives some attention to the rais- 
ing of live stock, in which also he has been suc- 
cessful. 

Mr. Berryman has been twice married, first to 
Bertha Monfort, who died four months after their 
wedding. For his second wife Mr. Berryman 
was married in 1905 to Caroline Fisher, who was 
born and reared in Auglaize county, Ohio, the 
daughter of Joseph Fisher. They have an adopt- 
ed child, Estella, born in 1909. Mrs. Berryman is 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
in which she takes an active part. Mr. Berry- 
man is a member of the American Insurance 
Union and is a stockholder in the Farmers Union 
Elevator at Spencerville. Politically he gives his 
support to the Democratic party and takes a deep 
interest in everything pertaining to the welfare 
of the community in which he lives. Because of 
his public spirit, his business success and his fine 
character he occupies an enviable position in the 
estimation of his fellow citizens. 


Ciro C. REeep. The possession of a well-equipped 
farm of 130 acres and large stock interests by no 
means represents the claim of Cleo C. Reed upon 
the consideration and appreciation of his fellow 
townsmen at Spencerville. He is a genial man, 
who has been thrown in contact with all classes 
of people by a diversity of occupations, and as a 
public servant has contributed materially to the 
welfare and advancement of his community. 

Mr. Reed was born in Champaign county, Ohio, 
July 7, 1879, a son of John T. and Eliza (Bodey) 
Reed, natives of the same county, where they 
were reared, educated and married. After their 
marriage they settled on a farm near Millersburg, 
John T. Reed also adding to his income by teach- 
ing school during the short winter terms. In 
1883 they removed to Auglaize county, Ohio, 
where they still make their home on a farm four 
miles south of Spencerville. They have been in- 
dustrious people who have accumulated a com- 
fortable share of this world’s goods, and who 
have in so doing held the respect and esteem of 
their neighbors. Mr. Reed, who is a Democrat 
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in his political affiliation, has held the position of 
township clerk for many years, and he and Mrs. 
"Reed are faithful members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Of their six children three 
are living: Cleo C.; Walter S., an agriculturist 
of Auglaize county, Ohio; and Hattie, the wife 
of William McMillan, of Allen county, Ohio. The 
deceased children were: Rachel, who was the 
wife of Peter Leffel; Minnie, who was the wife 
of Fred Rabley; and George A. George A. Reed 
enlisted in the machine gun corps of the Second 
Division during the World war and rose to the 
rank of lieutenant. During the Argonne offen- 
sive he was wounded October 4, 1918, and failed 
to recover, passing away at the age of thirty-five 
years. 

Cleo C. Reed was five years old when he ac- 
companied his parents to Auglaize county, and 
there his education was acquired in the public 
schools. His boyhood and youth were passed 
much the same as those of other farmers’ sons, 
and he remained under the parental roof until he 
reached the age of twenty-three years. On Sep- 
tember 30, 1902, he was united in marriage with 
Ethel May Miller, who was born on a farm in 
Amanda township, Allen county, Ohio, July 18, 
1882, a daughter of Orlando and Margaret C. 
(Marbaugh) Miller, Following their marriage 
they rented a farm in Auglaize county, but later 
purchased their present property in Spencer 
township, Allen county, a tract of 130 acres, on 
which Mr. Reed devotes the greater part of his 
attention to livestock. He is a shipper whose 
operations are considered important, and a stock- 
holder in the Farmers Union Elevator. 

Mr. Reed has passed through the chairs of the 
American Insurance Union and belongs to the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, while Mrs. 
Reed holds membership in the Rebekahs. They 
are faithful members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. In politics a Democrat, Mr. Reed is at 
present serving as chairman of the board of town 
trustees. He and Mrs, Reed have two children: 
Kenneth L., born in 1906; and Merle S., born in 
1912. 


FREDERICK Hiern, a retired business man of Spen- 
cerville, is one of the highly respected men of 
Allen county, of which he has been a resident for 
many years. He was born in Germany on Aug- 
ust 26, 1844, a son of Christopher and Veronica 
(Shaub) Hirn, both of whom were born in Baden, 
Germany, where they were reared and married 
and became farming people. In 1851 Christopher 
Hirn sold his land and came to the United States, 
and, buying a farm near Galion, Crawford coun- 
ty, Ohio, lived on it until after the close of the 
war between the states, when he sold his prop- 
erty and moved to Van Wert county, Ohio. There 
he bought 160 acres of land and lived on this 
farm until his death. He was a member, steward 
and trustee of the Reformed Church at the time 
of his demise. After receiving his papers of 
citizenship he espoused the principles of the Re- 
publican party. There were nine children in his 
family, four of whom survive, namely: Freder- 
rick, whose name heads this review; Philip, who 
is a retired farmer of Delphos, Ohio; Englehardt, 
who is a ranchman and cattle dealer; and Adam, 
who is a retired farmer now engaged in a real- 
estate and insurance business at Spencerville. 


Those deceased are: Louisa, John, Barbara, and 
two who died in infancy. 

Frederick Hirn was in his sixth year when the 
family came to this country, and he attended the 
public schools of Crawford county, When the 
war broke out between the states he was occu- 
pied in assisting his father on the farm, but in 
September, 1861, he enlisted in Company K, Six- 
ty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served 
until in January, 1864, when he veteranized, and 
continued in the service until January 3, 1866, at 
which time he was discharged at Columbus, Ohio. 
During his long service he took part in twenty- 
four battles, and was wounded at the one at 
Jonesboro. 

Following his discharge Mr. Hirn returned to 
the old homestead in Van Wert county, and re- 
mained with his parents until he was married in 
June, 1867, to Miss Margaret McCoy, who was 
born in Wayne county, Ohio, a daughter of John 
and Sarah McCoy, who brought their daughter 
to Auglaize county, Ohio, when she was six years 
old, and she continued to live in that county until 
her marriage. In 1878 Mr. Hirn moved to Spen- 
cerville, where he established himself in a butch- 
ering business and conducted it until he retired 
a few years ago, after many years of successful 
operation. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hirn became the parents of the 
following children: Harvey E., who married 
Grace Flavin, a daughter of Doctor Flavin; Min- 
nie, who was graduated from the Spencerville 
High School, married Charles Bailey, but is now 
deceased; Leroy, who is a merchant of Toledo, 
Ohio; Elva, who was graduated from the Spen- 
cerville High School, married Wilda Rupert; 
Loa, who was a graduate of the same school as 
her sisters, is the wife of Charles A. Truax, of 
Toledo, Ohio; Lenora, who is also a high school 
graduate, married Harry Withrill, of Toledo, 
Ohio. The family belong to the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, of which Mr. Hirn is an official mem- 
ber. In politics he is a Democrat, and has been 
very prominent, serving as a member of the City 
Council, city clerk and city marshall. He be- 
longs to Fair Post No. 322, G. A. R.; and Deep 
Cut Lodge No. 311, I. O. O. F., of which he is a 
past grand. 


Simon S. FisHet. To handle real estate success- 
fully comprehensive knowledge is a necessity, 
tact and diplomacy desirable, and a solid founda- 
tion of public confidence obligatory These are 
entirely outside the matter of the essential worth 
of the property handled. A prominent and enter- 
prising firm in this line that is doing a large vol- 
ume of business at Lima is that of Michael & 
Fishel, the junior member of which is Simon S. 
Fishel, who has additional substantial interests 
here. 

Simon S. Fishel was born in Michigan, a son 
of Herman and Jennie Fishel, who had a family 
of ten children, seven sons and three daughters. 
Of this family Simon was the third born. His 
father came to the United States from Bohemia 
when a young man, settled at Traverse City, 
Michigan, in 1880, was married there and for fif- 
teen years was a merchant in that place. Simon 
S. attended the public schools of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, after which he completed a commercial 
course in Parsons’ Business College at Kalama- 
zoo. During the next three years he was asso- 
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ciated with his father in a general store business. 
He then accepted an offer from the Smith Pre- 
mier Typewriter Company and went on the road 
as a traveling salesman, making such a fine record 
during the seven years of travel that he was 
called to Kansas City as office salesman, and in 
1911 came to Lima as office manager for that 
widely known company. In 1912 Mr. Fishel re- 
signed in order to accept another selling propo- 
sition, and this marked his entrance into what has 
proved a large and prosperous business connec- 
tion. He subsequently entered into partnership 
in the real estate business with Samuel Michael, 
under the firm name of Michael & Fishel. They 
handle allotments and subdivisions, business and 
residence property, are builders of homes, apart- 
ments and store buildings, and have such favorable 
trade relations with building contractors that their 
patrons are given advantages in the matter of im- 
proving the properties they buy. This firm is rec- 
ognized in business circles as honest and upright, 
punctual and reliable. 

In March, 1917, Mr. Fishel was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Clara Michael, who is a daughter of 
Lephold and Betty Michael. They have two 
sons: Leonard Milton and Walter Judson. They 
all belong to the Hebrew congregation, El Bethel 
Temple, Mr. Fishel being trustee of the same. 

Although only interested as a good citizen, 
jealous of his rights and cheerfully bearing his 
responsibilities, Mr. Fishel keeps well posted on 
political questions and gives his support to the 
Republican party. He is a trustee of the Lima 
Chamber of Commerce, is a stockholder in and a 
member of the Lima Manufacturers Association, 
and is both a stockholder and a director in sev- 
eral realty companies here. He is a leader in 
many charitable movements and personally very 
generous, and belongs to such well known social 
organizations as the Kiwanis club, Lima Club, 
Elks Club, and the I. O. B. B., and is president 
of the Lima Real Estate Board. 


Epwarp C. Cote. Of the contracting builders who 
have contributed much to the past of Spencerville 
and who because of their superior equipment and 
progressive ideas may be counted upon to share in 
the future development of the enterprising little city, 
mention is due Edward C. Cole, who has had ex- 
perience in various parts of the country and whose 
completed structures stand as monuments to his good 
workmanship. 

Mr. Cole was born at Lima, Ohio, December 25, 
1866, a son of Chauncey W. and Margaret (Wag- 
ner) Cole, natives of Massachusetts and Pennsyl- 
vania, respectively. They met and were married in 
Medina county, this state, and after residing there 
for two years removed to Lima, where Chauncey W. 
Cole operated a sawmill. After conducting the old 
Lima Mill for a number of years he sold out and 
removed to Rina, Ohio, where he conducted a mill, 
but continued to maintain his home at Lima. In 
1878 he went to Nebraska, where he engaged in 
farming, with his home at Lincoln, but after nine 
years went to Holt county, where he remained five 
years. During his residence there he carried on 
contracting, as he did subsequenty in Missouri, in 
which state his death occurred. A Republican in 
his political adherence, at various times during his 
career he was the incumbent of public offices of trust 


and responsibility, and his record therein was an 
excellent one. For many years he held membership 
in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of which 
order he was a past grand, and he and his wife 
were faithful and active members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. After the death of her husband 
Mrs. Cole returned to Holt county, Nebraska, where 
she died. There were thirteen children in the fam- 
jly, of whom seven are living at this time: Henry, 
Charles W., Edward C., Curtis A., Clifford D., Re- 
melia and May. : 

Edward C. Cole passed his boyhood at Lima, 
where he attended the public schools until he was 
twelve years of age, at that time accompanying his 
parents to the west and living in Nebraska until he 
reached his majority. He next went to Chicago, 
Illinois, where he spent ten years in the contracting 
business, and about 1897 came to Spencerville, where 
he has since been engaged in business as a building 
contractor, and from the first has received encour- 
aging support from the town and country. Mr. Cole 
has the kind of enthusiasm for his work that not 
only enables him to master it thoroughly, but im- 
pels him to seek its broadest and most interesting 
manifestations. He has a keen eye for the artistic 
and practical, and that his labor will stand the test 
and approbation of years admits no doubt. 

Mr. Cole married Mary Hanks, who died without 
issue. He then was wedded to Grace Pierce, who 
was born in Mercer county, Ohio, April 27, 1884, 
and was educated in the public schools, a daughter 
of William and Jane (Kennedy) Pierce. To this 
union there have been born three children: Ruth J., 
Charles S. and Francis T. Mr. and Mrs. Cole are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. As a 
fraternalist he belongs to Arcadia Lodge No. 306, 
A. F. & A. M., and the Knights of Pythias, in which 
latter he is a past chancellor and a member of the 
Grand Lodge of the state. He holds Republican 
sympathies on political questions, but has not sought 
personal honors as an office holder. 


Rozert J. MircHett. In touching upon the life 
history of Robert I. Mitchell, well known citizen of 
Amanda township, Allen county, the writer aims to 
avoid fulsome encomium and extravagant praise; yet 
he desires to hold up for consideration those facts 
which have shown the distinction of a true, useful 
and honorable life—a life characterized by perse- 
verance, energy, broad charity and well defined pur- 
pose. To do this will be but to reiterate the dictum 
pronounced upon the man by the people who have 
known him long and well. 

Robert I. Mitchell, who lives on the old and well- 
known Mitchell homestead in Amanda township, 
three miles east of Spencerville, was born on this 
farm and is the son of Matthew and Mary (Thrie) 
Mitchell. Matthew Mitchell also was born on this 
farm and was the son of David and Mary (Merri- 
man) Mitchell, the former a native of Ohio and 
the latter born near Kendallville, Noble county, In- 
diana. She came to Allen county to make her home 
with an uncle and was here married to Matthew 
Mitchell. They settled on the parental farmstead, 
of which he eventually became the owner and where 
he lived until his death, which occurred as the re- 
sult of a kick by a horse. He and his wife were 
members of the Baptist Church. They were the 
parents of three children, as follows: Robert I., the 
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immediate subject of this sketch; Howard R., who 
after his graduation from the Spencerville High 
School, became a student in the Ohio State Uni- 
versity; and Charles E., who also graduated from 
the Spencerville High School and became a student 
in the State University. Howard R. Mitchell was a 
participant in the recent World war, having enlisted 
in the Medical Corps. He was later transferred to 
the Officers Training Camp, where he won a com- 
mission as second lieutenant. He was married on 
the 25th of August, 1920. Charles E. Mitchell also 
enlisted and was assigned to the One Hundred and 
Sixty-sixth Regiment, which became a part of the 
Forty-second division. He saw active service in 
France, being in the front lines, and was wounded 
twice. 

Robert I. Mitchell was a member of the National 
Guard for eight years, and saw service on the Mex- 
ican border. He has spent his entire life on the 
farm where he now lives and secured his educa- 
tional training in the Amanda township schools. 
He is now the owner of the old homestead, which 
comprises eighty acres of land, which he maintains 
at the highest standard of cultivation and improve- 
ment. He is thoroughly up-to-date in his methods, 
and has met with splendid success in his operations. 

In 1917 Mr. Mitchell was married to Gladys 
Moorman, who was bornrin Amanda township in 
1896. She received a good practical education and 
prior to her marriage was a teacher in the public 
schools of Amanda township. To them has been 
born a son, Robert P., born on March 4, 1918. 
They are members of the Baptist Church, of which 
Mr. Mitchell is one of the trustees. Fraternally he 
is a member of Acadia Lodge No. 306, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, of which he is the present worship- 
ful master, and is also a member of the Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons. He and his wife are mem- 
bers of the Order of the Eastern Star, Mr. Mitchell 
being a past worthy patron of the local Chapter. 
Politically he is a Republican. He is a stockholder 
in the Farmers Union Elevator at Spencerville. 
Every worthy movement for the advancement of the 
general welfare finds in him an earnest- supporter, 
for he consistently stands for the best things in 
community life. Because of his business success, 
his industry and his excellent personal character he 
stands deservedly high in the estimation of all who 
know him. 


CHARLES ADGATE Hover. Included among the 
residents of Allen county whose lives have been 
devoted to the pursuits of agriculture and who have 
won their way to success in this field of endeavor 
is Charles Adgate Hover, a substantial farmer of 
Shawnee township. Mr. Hover has taken part in 
the advancements made in this locality since log cab- 
in days, and has contributed to the general progress 
attained by developing a flourishing and productive 
estate. He was born in a log cabin in Allen county, 
November 22, 1861, and is a son of David E. Hover. 

After attending the public schools of his native 
locality Mr. Hover became his father’s assistant on 
the home place, and so continued until his marriage, 
February, 29, 1888, to Susan Jane McCoy, who was 
born in Van Wert county, Ohio, daughter of Alex- 
ander and Margaret Ann (Maltbie) McCoy. Alex- 
ander McCoy was born in Madison county, Ohio, 
October 18, 1831, a son of David W. and Esther 


(Gillespie) McCoy. David W. McCoy was born in 
West Virginia, in 1805, was married in Fayette 
county, Ohio, in 1830, later moved to Madison coun- 
ty, and in 1837 went to Van Wert county, where he 
entered 320 acres of land and there passed his life 
in farming, Alexander McCoy was married March 
7, 1861, to Margaret Ann Maltbie, who was born at 
Centerville, Montgomery county, Ohio, daughter of 
Rey. Harrison and Susannah (Dowling) Maltbie, 


‘the former a son of Benjamin Maltbie, a native of 


Connecticut, who became an early resident of Day- 
ton. Rev. Harrison Maltbie attended Lane Semi- 
nary, Walnut Hill, Cincinnati, Ohio, walking five 
miles daily. For some years he taught at Center- 
ville and other places, and in 1847 came to Allen 
county, where he had entered a large tract of land, 
and with the exception of a few years this contin- 
ued to be his home during the remainder of his !i‘e. 
His death occurred May 28, 1892, and that of his 
wife in March, 1840. 

At the time of his marriage Mr. Hover started 
housekeeping in a log cabin on a part of his father’s 
farm, and this continued to be his home until 1891, 
when he erected a modern frame house. He has al- 
ways carried on agricultural pursuits in a practical 
and progressive way, and of recent years has had 
the capable assistance of his son. Mr. Hover is 
highly esteemed in the community as a man of strict 
integrity and good citizenship. He is a member of 
the Farm Bureau and fraternizes with the Patrons 
of Husbandry and Lima Lodge No. 91, Knights of 
Pythias. In politics he is a Republican, and his re- 
ligious connection is with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, where he is acting as steward. He has al- 
ways been a friend of education and has rendered 
valued service thereto 4s a member of the local 
board of school directors. Mr. and Mrs. Hover are 
the parents of two children: Ethel is the wife of 
Dr. E. N. Hoopman, of Columbus, and they have 
one daughter, Anna Jane. Harry Howard, his 
father’s associate in farming, married Goldina Baer, 
and has two children, Silas Dale and Howard 
Eugene. 


Joun M. Morcan. In the great building opera- 
tions that count so vastly in industry, no branch of 
the whole constructive body is of such importance 
as the plumbing and heating. The defective sys- 
tems of long ago have given place to modern ones 
of seeming perfection, and in no part of the world 
are they so carefully inspected as in the United 
States, for we are a comfort-loving people. It is 
a fact that many of the noble castles of other lands 
across the sea that drew admirers to their architec- 
tural beauties very often were found to have less 
sanitary plumbing and less provision for heat than 
many a humble cottage in this country. One of 
the leading firms in this line at Lima is the John 
M. Morgan Plumbing & Heating Company, doing 
business at Nos. 135-137 West Spring street. 

John M. Morgan was born at Youngstown, Ohio, 
in 1868. His parents were John M. and Anna (Grif- 
fiths) Morgan, the former of whom died at Youngs- 
town in 1893, and the latter when their son was 
fourteen years old. They were of English-Welsh 


stock and the father and his father and grandfather 


had been steel workers, all being men strong of 
frame and of frugal and industrious life. 
Mr. Morgan continued to attend the public schools 
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until sixteen years old, then spent four years with 
L. B. Scheible at Youngstown, learning the plumb- 
ing trade. From there he went to New York city, 
and afterward for two years was with the Charles 
Husse Company on Siegel street, Brooklyn, follow- 
ing which he returned to Ohio. He soon became 
established at Dayton, Ohio, and continued working 
at his trade for four years there, when he accepted 
an offer to take charge of the plumbing department 
for the Logan Motor Car Company at Chillicothe, 
where he continued until 1910. 

In the above year Mr. Morgan came to Lima for 

Mr. Gramm and installed the plumbing and heating 
systems in what is now the Garford Plant. Prior 
to this, back in 1908, he had started a plumbing 
business of his own in Chillicothe, but sold when 
’ he recognized better business opportunity at Lima. 
Since that time Mr. Morgan has handled many large 
contracts and has completed them satisfactorily and 
expeditiously. In addition to the Garford plant he 
was the contractor for the Gramm plant, the Lima 
Locomotive Works, the Gramm-Bernstein plant, the 
Allen County Savings Bank, the Harry Thomas 
Building, the South Side and the Central High 
School buildings, and numerous structures outside 
the city. 

Mr. Morgan was married first to Hattie McCoy, 
who died without issue. In 1913 he was married 
to Lulu Gast, a-daughter of Gregory Gast, of New 
Bremen, Ohio, and they have one son, John M. 

Mr. Morgan has led a busy life and has never felt 
that he had time to devote to any public office, al- 
though men of such sturdy life and character com- 
mand the confidence and respect of their fellow cit- 
izens, very often in a surprising way when given 
an opportunity to show it. He votes the Republican 
ticket. He is active in the Chamber of Commerce, 
and is a member of the Master Plumbers’ Associa- 
tion of the state of Ohio. In his own business he 
employs twenty-five expert workmen, and his pay- 
roll covers a large sum. Among other business in- 
terests he is a director of the Chalmers Pump & 
Manufacturing Company. ; 

Mr. Morgan is a thirty-second degree Mason, be- 
longs to Shawnee Commandery and to Zenobia 
Shrine, Toledo. He belongs to the Y. M. C. A. at 
Lima, to the Lima Club and the Rotarian Club, and 
has passed all the chairs in the Knights of Pythias 
at Lima. 


Leonipas H. Post. In the rich and prosperous 
agricultural section of Allen county, characteristic 
of Amanda township, one of the leaders in agricul- 
tural affairs is Leonidas H. Post, whose farm is 
both a sightly and valuable one, and had become 
noted through Mr. Post’s efforts as a Jersey cattle 
breeder. 

This farm -was originally land entered nearly a 
century ago by his maternal grandfather, Samuel 
Stewart, who came from Lycoming county, Pennsyl- 
vania, and in 1824 made settlement in Amanda 
township of Allen county. He became a large land 
owner and successful farmer, and was a man of 
consequence in the county for many years. He died 
in April, 1873. 

His daughter, Eliza J. Stewart, mother of Leoni- 
das H. Post, was born in 1830 and was married in 
1854 to Leonidas H. Post, Sr., who was born in 
Knox county, Ohio, August 9, 1832. She died Sep- 


tember 16, 1912, while he passed away October 4, 
1904, after having spent half a century as farmers 
in Amanda township. 

Leonidas H. Post was born September 11, 1875, 
and grew up on the Post farm three and a half miles 
east of Spencerville. He made good use of the ad- 
vantages of the district schools, and assisted his 
parents on the farm to the age of twenty-two. He 
acquired an interest in the old Stewart farm, and in 
1897 married Altha Moorman, daughter of James 
and Amanda (Dohner) Moorman. Her parents 
were natives of Allen county, and for many years 
have been well known farmers. Mr. and Mrs. Post 
after their marriage began housekeeping in a log 
house on the old Stewart property, and they have 
lived there for nineteen years, have improved a 
good home, and made a success of their enterprises. 
Their farm contains a hundred and ninety-two acres. 
Mr. Leonidas H. Post has in his possession certifi- 
cates of patents of his present farm dating back to 
1825 and 1846, respectively. The one issued in the 
year 1825 bears the signature of John Quincy Adams 
and the one in 1846 is signed by James K. Polk. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Post were born nine children: 
Martha J. and Mildred, both high school students, 
Sarah, Alice, Catherine, Mary, Howard, Edward 
and Frederick. Mr. Post is a stockholder in the 
Farmers Union Elevator at Spencerville, is a Re- 
publican voter, is affiliated with Arcadia Lodge No. 
306, F. and A. M., and the Royal Arch Chapter. 


CurisTIAN B, LEHMAN. One of the old and high- 
ly respected residents of Allen county, who has 
spent sixty-three years within its borders and is 
now a retired resident of Shawnee township, is 
Christian B. Lehman, a veteran of the great Civil 
war and a citizen who has contributed in various 
ways to the upbuilding and development of his 
community. He was born in Franklin county, Penn- 
sylvania, June 25, 1840, a son of Christian and 
Elizabeth (Bookwalter) Lehman, natives of the Key- 
stone state. 

During the winter of 1841-42 the parents of Mr. 
Lehman removed with their family to Richland 
county, Ohio, and in 1847 settled in what is now 
American township, Allen county, the father pur- 
chasing 160 acres of land on what is now North 
Cole street, just north of the city limits of Lima. 
The place was all timber at that time, and Christian 
Lehman cleared a small space, on which he erected 
a log cabin, this being the family home while he 
carried on the greater work of removing the timber 
from the rest of the property. He did not live long 
enough to complete his task, however, his death oc- 
curring in 1850, Christian B. Lehman remained on 
the farm with his mother for four years, in the 
meantime acquiring a district school education, but 
when she moved to Lima he went to Mercer county, 
Ohio, and for one year lived at the home of his 
brother-in-law. Later he went to Lima, where he 
made his home with another brother-in-law, and it 
was there that the Civil war found him. On August 
15, 1861, he enlisted at Lima in Company B, Eighty- 
first Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was 
assigned to the Army of the West at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, St. Louis, Missouri, remaining in service in 
that state until the spring of 1862. Returning with 
his regiment to Jefferson Barracks, he received new 
equipment and then embarked on a vessel to Pitts- 
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burgh Landing, Tennessee, subsequently taking part 
in the two-day battle of Shiloh. His command then 
advanced to Corinth, Mississippi, and participated 
in the fight there, in which Mr. Lehman received a 
gun-shot wound in his right shoulder. After spend- 
ing about a month in the hospital at St. Louis he re- 
joined his regiment and took part in all the battles, 
including the Atlanta campaign. Honorably dis- 
charged at Kaliska, Tennessee, he re-enlisted in the 
same company and regiment, and fought through to 
the close of the war, participating in the Grand Re- 
view at Washington, D. C., and receiving his hon- 
orable discharge July 15, 1865. 

Returning to Lima, the brave young soldier se- 
cured employment cutting cord wood, an employ- 
ment which he followed until the summer of 1866, 
when he began working at farming by the month 
and also added to his income by following the car- 
penter trade in Mercer county. Returning to Lima, 
he was married September 12, 1867, to Amelia Ride- 
nour, who was born in Perry township, Allen county, 
a daughter of John and Lydia (Ridenour) Ridenour. 
Following his marriage he leased a farm in Shawnee 
township for three years, and then rented a farm in 
German (now American) township for ten years. 
His resources were now such that he could become 
a proprietor in a modest way, and he accordingly 
bought forty acres of land in Shawnee township, 
all in timber with the exception of five acres that 
were cleared. For two years he lived in a log cab- 
in home while he engaged in the work of clearing, 
then buying forty acres across the road, where he 
moved into a small frame house. This land was 
partly cleared and Mr. Lehman completed the work 
of clearing this land, as well as that of his former 
purchase, making the whole into a splendid prop- 
erty. The Lehman farm boasts of modern improve- 
ments, including a set of substantial modern build- 
ings, and its prosperity and productiveness testify 
to the good management and farming ability of the 
proprietor. Mr. Lehman continued to operate this 
land actively until 1910, when he retired from hard 
work and since then has confined himself to super- 
vising the work done by younger hands. “He }s also 
the owner of the home farm, consisting of 154 acres 
of farming land, and is accounted one of the sub- 
stantial and well-to-do men of his locality. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lehman are the parents of three 
children: Leroy H., of Wyoming, a rancher, whose 
wife died leaving ten children; Viola B., who is un- 
married and makes her home with her parents; and 
Artie P., an enterprising agriculturist of Shawnee 
township operating the home farm. He married 
Catherine Bowersock and has one son, Lloyd Chris- 
tian. Mr. and Mrs. Lehman and their children are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the 
work of which they take an active interest, Mr. 
Lehman having held several church offices. He has 
also contributed to the good government of his 
community as the incurabent of several civic offices, 
having been a member of the townsh’p board of 
trustees four terms and assessor three terms, his 
official record being an excellent one. In his polit- 
ical allegiance he supports the candidates and prin- 
ciples of the Democratic party. He has never for- 
gotten his old army comrades, and is a popular and 
valued member of Mart Armstrong Post No. 202, 
Grand Army of the Republic, at Lima. 


fon 


Joun H. O’Connor. As is a family, so is a city, 
proud of the achievement of a native son, and 
that this feeling is mutual has been proven by 
John H. O’Connor, a leading member of the Lima 
bar, who has made his native city his permanent 
home and the field of his professional effort. 

The O’Connor family was founded at Lima by 
the grandfather, John O’Connor, and here John 
H. O’Connor was born on April 7, 1882. He is 
one of a family of thirteen children born to John 
S. and Bridget (O’Neill) O’Connor, both of Irish 
parentage. The paternal grandfather, John 
O’Connor, was born in Ireland, an adventurous 
youth who ran away from his ‘home in Abbey- 
feale, Killarney, when but twelve years old, came 
across the ocean to America, landed at New Or- 
leans, Louisiana, and subsequently found a per- 
manent home at Lima, Ohio. For a number of 
years he worked in the railroad shops of the 
C. H. & D. System and then went into business 
for himself. He was entirely self-made, and not- 
withstanding his early handicaps became a well 
informed and valued member of society, the father 
of a large family and a faithful member of the 
Roman, Catholic Church. He died July 21, 1898, 
and in his death Lima lost a worthy citizen. He 
married Sarah O’Connell, and John S., father ot 
John H. O’Connor, was the eldest of their chil- 
dren. He spent his life at Lima, married Brid- 
get O’Neill, and John H. was the second born of 
their children. The father died March 21, 1904, 
but the mother survives. 

John H. O’Connor was primarily educated in 
the St. Rose parochial school, later attending St. 
Gregory College, Cincinnati, and in 1903 entered 
the Western Reserve University, from which he 
was graduated in 1906 with the degree of LL. B. 
He was admitted to practice and in 1906 entered 
into partnership with Bernard O’Connor, under 
the firm name of O’Connor & O’Connor, general 
law practitioners. He has been a very active mem- 
ber of the firm, which has handled some of the 
most notable court cases in the past few years, a 
celebrated example being the prosecution of Dor- 
rance S. Riddle. He has made a reputation as a 
sound counselor, and his best efforts are always 
given to his clients irrespective of their social 
or financial standing. During 1915 and 1916 he 
served as assistant prosecuting attorney. 

Notwithstanding the great number of political 
complexities that confront a young man when he 
enters responsible citizenship there are certain 
principles that appeal most strongly, and in an- 
swer to these Mr. O’Connor has always been a 
Democrat but has never accepted any political 
office except as mentioned above. He is a mem- 
ber of the Roman Catholic Church, and maintains 
fraternal relations with the Knights of Columbus, 
the Elks and the Order of Moose. He has al- 
ways been an earnest and public-spirited citizen, 
and many times has demonstrated his sentiments 
of civic pride. 


James Lee JoLiey has been an active business man 
in Lima for a number of years, and the family is 
one widely known over Allen county. 

His father, Cass M. Jolley, was born at Marion, 
Ohio, and married Grace Weiler, a native of 
Smithsville, Ohio. After their marriage they lo- 
cated in Lima, where Cass Jolley followed his 
trade as a boot and shoemaker. He left his shop 
to enlist in Company H of the 4th Ohio Infantry 
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as a drummer boy, and subsequently bore 2 mus- 
ket as a private. He was in General Sherman’s 
army at the siege and battle of Atlanta and in 
many other battles of the war, and made the 
march to the sea and was in the Grand Review 
at Washington at the close of the war. On re- 
turning to Lima he continued the boot and shoe 
business for ten years, and then for several years 
sold groceries. Leaving his business at Lima, he 
moved to American township and engaged in the 
manufacture of nitroglycerine for use in the oil 
districts. Subsequently he moved his plant to 
Shawnee township, and continued the manufac- 
ture of this explosive in Allen county for fifteen 
years, and later was located at Montpelier, Indi- 
ana for five years. Mr. C. M. Jolley passed away 
January 18, 1920, at Lima. His good wife passed 
away in September, 1910. They were the par- 
ents of five children: Dot, wife of Bert S. Wil- 
son, of Lima; Iva, wife of William Hixenbaugh, 
of Allen county; James Lee; Earl, of Bartles- 
ville, Oklahoma; and Ralph, of Lima. 

James Lee Jolley was born at Lima January 
26, 1878, and attended district schools and the 
public schools of Lima. January 1, 1901, he mar- 
ried Bessie Brown, a native of Lima, and they 
have two children, Mary and John. Mr. Jolley 
is active in the Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
Church, is a member of the Brotherhood Bible 
Class, and fraternally is affiliated with Lima 
Lodge No. 54 of the Elks, has filled various chairs 
in the Knights of Pythias, is a member of the 
Lima Club and a Republican voter, 


James K. Rockey. Among the active young at- 
torneys at law in Lima is James K. Rockey. He 
was born July 4, 1886, and patriotism is one of 
his characteristics. Mr. Rockey is a son of James 
P. and Melissa (Strachm) Rockey, the father a 
native of Perry and the mother of Hardin county, 
Ohio. They live on a farm in Hardin county. 
Mr. Rockey supplemented his common school 
education by attending the Ada High School and 
the Ohio Northern University at Ada, Ohio, re- 
ceiving his B. S., B. Ped. and LL. B. degrees and 
completing the law course there in June, 1911. 
Since 1914 he has been practicing law in Lima. 

On May 29, 1916, J. K. Rockey married Edna 
B. Wiley. She was born near Richwood, Union 
county, Ohio. She is a graduate of the School of 
Art in the Ohio Northern University. Mr, and 
Mrs. Rockey have one son, Paul J., born August 
9, 1917. They are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Mr. Rockey is a member of 
Hand Ase Memate lima sandeot thes On ©. Me 
of Lima. His vote is cast with the Democratic 


party. 


Joun B. Haines, M. D. That life is the most 
desirable that results in the greatest good to the 
greatest number, and though all do not reach the 
heights to which they aspire, yet in some measure 
each can win success and make life a blessing to 
his fellow men. In the list of Allen county’s 
successful citizens Dr. John B. Haines occupies 
a prominent place. In his record there is much 
that is commandable, his professional career as 
well as his private life being such as to win the 
sincere respect of the entire community. 

John B. Haines was born in American town- 
ship, Allen county, Ohio, on the 9th day of Sep- 
tember, 1852, and he is the son of Jeremiah D. 


and Harriett E. (Baum) Haines, the former a 
native of New Jersey and the latter of eastern 
Ohio. Dr. Haines’ grandparents, Edwin Haines 
and George and Elizabeth Baum, were all born 
and reared in eastern Ohio. There the Doctor’s 
parents were married and immediately afterward 
came to what was then German township, Allen 
county, where Jeremiah Haines bought a tract 
of timber land. This was sometime during the 
40s, at a time when settlers were few and far 
between in this locality, but Mr. Haines applied 
himself vigorously to the task of clearing the 
land and in the course of time developed a good, 
fertile farm, on which he lived until 1890. In that 
year retired from active business affairs and 
moved to Lima, where he and his wife spent their 
remaining days, his death occurring in October, 
1906, and hers in November, 1899. They were 
the parents of the following children: George 
E., Rebecca, Eli D. and Ralph E.,, all of whom 
are deceased; John B., the subject of this sketch; 
Mahlon B., of Toledo, Ohio; Elizabeth, the wife 
of John Shambarger, of Bradford, Ohio; Shelby 
T., deceased; Colonel Elsworth, deceased; and 
Bertha, the wife of Samuel Krause, of Lima. 

John B. Haines attended the district schools 
of his home neighborhood and at the age of 
twenty years began teaching school, which voca- 
tion he followed for seven winter seasons, being 
employed at farm work during the summer 
months. He also attended the Normal school at 
Lebanon. Then, having determined to devote his 
life to the practice of medicine, he matriculated 
in the Fort Wayne Medical College, where he was 
graduated in 1879, with the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine. Immediately thereafter he entered up- 
on practice at Mendon, Mercer county, Ohio, 
where he remained until 1889, when he moved to 
Beaver Dam, Ohio, and there was engaged in 
practice for twelve years. In 1907 Doctor Haines 
came to Lima and has practiced here continuous- 
ly since, winning not only a large and remunera- 
tive practice, but also gaining a wide reputation 
as a man of superior personal qualities. 

In May, 1884, Doctor Haines was married to 
Laura E. Parrott, of Mercer county, Ohio, the 
daughter of George G. and Rachel (Hussey) Par- 
rott, who were natives of Virginia. To Doctor 
and Mrs. Haines have been born the following 
children: Shelby S., born November 14, 1885, 
died in September, 1886; Myrtis Gail, born June 
14, 1887, a teacher in the public schools; and 
Mary Louise, born February 28, 1895, is the wife 
of Delbert J. Cummings. 

Doctor and Mrs. Haines are members of Trinity 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Politically he is 
an earnest supporter of the Republican party, and 
while living in Mendon served one term as town- 
ship treasurer, He is a member of the Modern 
Woodmen of America at Beaver Dam and served 
for many years as its medical examiner. He isa 
member of the Allen County Medical Society, 
the Ohio State Medical Society and the American 
Medical Association. The Doctor is emphatic in 
his loyalty to his country and its institutions and 
ideals—in fact, the Haines family has proven its 
loyalty on the field of battle, for the Doctor’s 
father, when past forty-five years of age, enlisted 
in an Ohio Volunteer Infantry regiment during 
the Civil war, serving several months, or until the 
close of the war. The Doctor’s brother, George, 
enlisted in the Eighty-first Regiment, Ohio Vol- 
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unteer Infantry, under Captain Armstrong, who, 
while walking beside George, was killed in battle 
by a bullet in his head. George later veteranized 
and served until the close of the war. 


Natuan I. Coon, who owns a lumber yard in 
Lima, was born June 2, 1889. He came into the 
world the year the figure 9 came into the calendar 
to remain 111 years, and he is in the race to equal 
it. He will never address or date a letter with- 
out using a 9 in doing it. The 9 drops out of the 
calendar in the year 2000, and Mr. Coon will be 
an old man if he wins the race with it. He is a 
son of Sanford S. and Matilda (Fairchild) Coon, 
the father born in Amanda township and the 
mother was born at Valparaiso, Indiana. Isaac 
and Sarah (Cobbs) Coon, the paternal grandpar- 
ents, came from Van Wert county. The Fair- 
child ancestry all lived in Indiana. Mrs. Coon is 
a daughter of Nathan S, Fairchild. 

When S. S. Coon married he settled at Kemp, 
where he owned and operated a saw mill and a 
brick yard for six years, When he left Kemp he 
continued the saw mill business in Lima, and in 
1905 he opened a lumber yard in partnership with 
L. E. Stamets. They engaged in both the whole- 
sale and retail trade, and in December, 1914, N. I. 
Coon purchased the Stamet interest and continued 
the partnership arrangement with his father. S. S. 
Coon died March 2, 1919, and since that time 
N. I. Coon has continued alone. 

On November 9, 1910, Mr. Coon married Gail 
Bowdle, of Lima. She is a daughter of Elisha 
and Sarah Almeda (Rudy) Bowdle. They have 
one daughter, Greta, born July 7, 1913. Parents 
and daughter were alike educated in the Lima 
public schools, and Mr. Coon attended Lima Col- 
lege. While they are members of Grace Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, Mrs. Coon is organist in 
the United Brethren Church. He is a Knight 
Templar Mason and a member of the B. P. O. 
E. No. 54 and of the L. O. O. M. No 199 of Lima. 
He votes with the Republicans, and is a charter 
member of the Kiwanis Club in Lima. 


CAPTAIN WILLIAM BERDELL WILcox is an honored 
citizen of Lima, not only due to his long, faithful 
and efficient service in the fire department, but 
also because of his military record. He had the 
distinction of serving with the same regiment in 
France as his son. 

Captain Wilcox was born at Custer in Wood 
county, Ohio, May 29, 1872, a son of William and 
Sarah (Older) Wilcox. His parents were natives 
of England, his father born in 1846 and his moth- 
er in 1831. They came to the United States with 
their respective families, were married in Wood 
county, and after retiring from the farm moved 
to Weston, Ohio. Captain Wilcox grew up on 
the farm in Wood county, and after completing 
a common school education came to Lima and 
for four years was employed in a local paper mill. 
He also followed other occupations, and event- 
ually joined the regular army as a private in the 
19th United States Infantry. For three years he 
was on duty at Fort Mackinaw in northern Mich- 
igan, and then received an honorable discharge. 

On July 20, 1892, Captain Wilcox married Ida 
May Marsh, who was born at Burnside, Michigan, 
daughter of Amos and Harriet (Swales) Marsh. 
Her father was a native of Canada and both were 
of English parentage. Three children were born 


to Captain Wilcox and wife: Marsa H., who mar- 
ried in 1920 Henry Kerwin and they are now 
living in Lima; and Robert Emerson and Helen 
Lena, at home. After his return to Lima Captain 
Wilcox was employed in the grocery business un- 
til December 31, 1903, when he entered the Lima 
Fire Department as a fireman, July 15, 1910, he 
earned his promotion to captain of No. 4 on the 
west side, and has since been captain of Nos. 1, 
2, 4 and 5, and is now captain of No. 5 station at 
Shawnee and Elm streets. He is a very active 
man and is performing an almost indispensable 
service for his home city. For a number of years 
he had been active in the National Guard, en- 
listing in Company C on November 29, 1899. He 
joined as a private, was promoted to second lieu- 
tenant December 14, 1912, and then first lieuten- 
ant. His son Robert enlisted June 16, 1916, in 
the National Guard of Ohio and both were mem- 
bers of the 2nd Ohio Regiment, stationed at the 
Mexican border from September 26, 1916, until 
March 8, 1917. On the reorganization of the Ohio 
National Guard W. B. ilcox was transferred 
to the 146th Infantry Supply Company with the 
rank of first lieutenant. Robert Wilcox was also 
transferred to the Sanitary Department of the 
same regiment, which went into training at Camp 
Sheridan until May, 1918, and sailed for Brest, 
France, in June of that year with the 37th Divi- 


sion. 

Both father and son participated in some of the 
drives that gave glory to the American Expedi- 
tionary Forces, including the Argonne Forest, 
the Meuse, St. Mihiel and some of the important 
defences of Belgium. 

Marsa H. Wilcox enlisted as a nurse and was 
ordered to the embarkation port when the ar- 
mistice was signed. . 

Captain Wilcox is a member of the Episcopal. 
Church, a Republican, has been through the chairs 
of the Improved Order of Red Men and is a mem- 
ber of the Tribe of Ben Hur. He is also active in 
the American Legion Post at Lima. 


James BisHop Poiinc, M. D. For a number of 
years the name of Dr, James Bishop Poling, of 
Lima, has been a household word in Allen coun- 
ty, where he has built up a large and lucrative 
practice, being numbered among the representa- 
tive citizens of this locality, having ever been 
known to be an able, reliable and progressive 
physician and patriotic in citizenship. James B 
Poling is a native son of Allen county, having 
been born in Amanda township on September 22, 
1877,. and is a son of William D. and Keziah 
(Baxter) Poling, the former a native of Fairfield 
county, Ohio, and the latter of Amanda township, 
Allen county. The Doctor’s paternal grandpar- 
ents were Benjamin and Elizabeth (Short) Pol- 
ing, natives of Pennsylvania, who came to Allen 
county, Ohio, in 1846. The maternal grand- 
parents were James and a Miss (Johns) Baxter. 
After their marriage William D. and Keziah Pol- 
ing settled on the old Baxter farm, their first 
home being a log cabin, where they lived for a 
number of years. He was a carpenter by trade 
and taught school during the winter months. He 
served two terms by election as county auditor 
and ten months in that office by appointment, 
comprising the period between 1882 and 1889. 
He is a Democrat in his political affiliations, and 
now resides on his farm in Amanda township. To 
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him and his wife were born the following chil- 
dren: Minnie, the wife of David Kessler, of Cas- 
per, Wyoming; Arthur, of Casper, Wyoming; 
Elizabeth, the wife of Doctor Roush, of Spring- 
field, Ohio; James B., the subject of this sketch; 
Bertha, the wife of Clinton Cheek, of California; 
Augusta, the wife of Amos Miller, of Amanda 
township; Brice, of Knoxville, Tennessee; Clar- 
ence, of Casper, Wyoming; and Carl, who died 
at the age of four years. 

James B. Poling was reared at home and at- 
tended the public schools, later becoming a stud- 
ent in the Lima Lutheran College. He then 
matriculated in. the Miami Medical College at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, where he was graduated with 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1904. He 
entered upon the practice of medicine in Youngs- 
town, Ohio, but eighteen months later came to 
Lima, where he has since been continuously en- 
gaged in his profession. He is also serving as 
city health commissioner. He is thoroughly 
qualified by nature and training for the calling 
to which he has devoted his efforts and has been 
notably successful in the practice, being num- 
bered among the progressive and able phyiscians 
of his community. 

Doctor Poling has been twice married, first, on 
October 6, 1906, to Caroline Wright, of Van Wert 
county, Ohio, to which union was born a son, 
James, Mrs. Caroline Poling died in December, 
1908, and on December 27, 1911, the Doctor was 
married to Catharine Deyell, of Saint Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada. 

Doctor and Mrs. Poling are members of the 
Presbyterian Church and in politics the Doctor 
is Independent. Fraternally he is a member of 
the Free and Accepted Masons, in which he has 
attained the degree of a Knight Templar. He 
also is a member of the Loyal Order of Moose, 
the Modern Woodmen of America, the Tribe of 
Ben Hur, the American Insurance Union and of 
the Lima Club. Professionally he holds member- 
ship in the Allen County Medical Society, the 
Ohio State Medical Society and the American 
Medical Association. During the World war 
Doctor Poling gave evidence of his patriotism 
by enlisting on August 15, 1918, in the United 
States Medical Corps, and spent six months in 
service at Camp Sherman, Chillicothe, Ohio, re- 
ceiving an honorable discharge on March 24, 
1919. He is a man of sympathetic and generous 
nature, a pleasant companion, and especially con- 
genial to those who cultivate the highest and best 
in life, and because of these characteristics and 
his public spirited attitude toward the welfare of 
the community he enjoys a well merited popular- 
ity throughout the community. 


Hersert A. THomaAs, M. D. The medical profes- 
sion of Allen county has an able exponent in Dr. 
A. Thomas of Lima, who has firmly established 
himself in his profession and won the confidence 
and esteem of the people and his professional 
brethren, for he has the natural endowments that 
go to make up the twentieth century, and also 
the necessary training, having been a close stud- 
ent and leaving no stone unturned whereby he 
could advance himself. He has also shown a 
public spirit that is commendable, ever willing to 
do his full share in the development of his com- 
munity, and so ordering his course as to deserve 
the popularity which he enjoys. 


Herbert A. Thomas was born in Ebensburg, 
Pennsylvania, on October 26, 1879, and is the son 
of Rev. J. G. and Elizabeth (Waters) Thomas. 
These parents were natives of Wales, where they 
were reared and married, later immigrating to 
America and locating in Toronto, Canada. The 
father was a minister of the Congregational 
Church and was entitled to some distinction as 
the inventor of the individual communion cups, 
now so universally used by many Protestant 
churches throughout the world. In 1870 he moved 
to Ebensburg, Pennsylvania, where he remained 
for twelve years, moving at the end of that pe- 
riod to Newark, Ohio, where he remained until 
1890, when he was called to the pastorate of the 
Congregational church at Vaughnsville, Ohio, His 
service there during a period of three years was 
very successful, his labors including the erec- 
tion of a new building. He then came to Lima, 
and thereafter directed his attention to the per- 
fecting of the communion cups which he had or- 
iginated. He and his wife are both deceased, she 
dying on August 6, 1913, and his death occurring 
on November 15th following. They were the 
parents of the following children: Daniel, de- 
ceased; Oscar, of Lima; Arthur, manager of the 
Thomas Green Commission Company of Lima; 
Mollie, of Lima; Ernest, deceased; and Her- 
bert A, 

Herbert A. Thomas received his educational 
training in the public and high schools of Lima 
and in Adelbert College of Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland, where he graduated in 
1903, with the Ph. B. degree. Following this he 
was for three years engaged as a teacher in the 
high school of Lima. Having determined to de- 
vote himself to the practice of medicine, he then 
matriculated in the medical department of West- 
ern Reserve University at Cleveland, Ohio, where 
he was graduated in 1909, with the degree of Doc- 
tor of Medicine. During the following two years 
he served as interne in the Lakeside Hospital at 
Cleveland, where he gained much valuable ex- 
perience, and on April 1, 1911, established him- 
self in practice in Lima. Later he moved to Lake- 
view, Ohio, where he engaged in practice for 
about two and a half years, at the end of which 
time he returned to Lima and has since then been 
engaged in professional work here. Besides pos- 
sessing a wide and thorough knowledge of the 
ordinary technique of medical practice, Doctor 
Thomas is also an expert X-ray operator, owning 
one of the best machines of this kind to be had, 
and he has done much efficient work in the way 
of X-ray examinations. He keeps thoroughly up 
to date in everything pertaining to his profession 
and is numbered among the enterprising and 
successful doctors of Allen county, where he en- 
joys a large and remunerative practice, 

On March 15, 1911, Doctor Thomas was mar- 
ried to Annabel Alling, who was born near War- 
ren, Ohio, the daughter of Charles and Anna All- 
ing, and they are the parents of two children, 
Elizabeth Anna and Herbert Alling. They are 
members of the First Congregational Church, 
while in politics he gives his support to the Re- 
publican party. Fraternally he is a member of 
the Free and Accepted Masons, belonging to the 
Blue Lodge, Chapter, Council and Commandery 
of that order at Lima, and to the Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine at Cincin- 
nati. He also belongs to the Modern Woodmen 
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of America, the Knights of the Maccabees and 
the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks at Lima. 
He is a member of the Allen County Medical So- 
ciety, the Ohio State Medical Society, the Amer- 


ican Medical Association and the Radiological 
Society of North America. In addition to his 
creditable career in his profession, Doctor 


Thomas has proved an honorable member of the 
body politic, rising in the confidence and esteem 
of the public, and in every relation of life he has 
maintained the dignity of true manhood. 


Harry M. Stemen. A young man of sterling 
worth and integrity, possessing undoubted busi- 
ness and financial ability, Harry M. Stemen, of 
Lima, has been associated with the monetary 
interests of Allen county for many years, and-as 
secretary of the Lima Home & Savings Associa- 
tion is filling the position with credit to himself 
and to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. 
A son of Jacob Stemen, he was born May 3, 1887, 
in Allen county, Ohio, near Elida. His paternal 
grandfather, Andrew Stemen, married Jane Saw- 
miller, whose parents were pioneer settlers of 
Allen county, where she was a life-long resident. 

Jacob Stemen, an esteemed and respected resi- 
dent of Allen county, is still living in Sugar Creek 
township, where he settled on taking upon him- 
self the responsibilities of a married man. He 
married Alice Morris, daughter of William and 
Sarah (Bechtol) Morris, the former of whom was 
a native of Ohio and the latter of Pennsylvania. 
Three children blessed their union, all of whom 
reside in Allen county, as follows: Irvin E., of 
Marion township; W. Cloyd, of American town- 
ship; and Harry M., of whom we write. 

Receiving his preliminary education in the dis- 
trict school at Dutch Hollow, Harry M. Stemen 
completed his early studies at the Lima Business 
College. Beginning life for himself in 1907, he 
became bookkeeper and stenographer for the Al- 
len County Savings & Loan Company of Lima, 
and there performed the duties devolving upon 
him so efficiently and satisfactorily that he re- 
tained the position thirteen years, a long and hon- 
orable record of service. On the first day of 
March, 1920, Mr. Stemen was made secretary of 
the Lima Home and Savings Association, of 
which C. H. Cory is president and J. E. Morris, 
first vice president, while its directors are C. H. 
Cory, Joseph Potter, J. E. Morris, R. W. Parmen- 
ter, R. T. Gregg, W. C. Bradley and Frank E. 
Mead, attorney. 

Mr, Stemen married Anna Davis, who was born 
in ‘Allen county, near Gomer, a daughter of 
Ebenezer and Maria (Evans) Davis, and into 
their household thus established five children have 
been born, namely: Clarence J., H. Merlin, Fred- 
erick H., Ruth Ann and Donald H., but the last 
named passed away at the age of twenty months. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Stemen are members of the 
United Brethren Church. A Democrat in poli- 
tics, Mr. Stemen served as a member of the Vil- 
lage Council of Elida four years, and has served 
on the Elida Board of Education as clerk and as 
a director. Fraternally he is a member of Lima 
Lodge No. 818, Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, in which he has passed all the chairs; and 
of Lima Encampment No. 581. He has a pleas- 
ant and attractive home at 126 South Jameson 
street, and its latch string is ever out to his many 


friends and acquaintances, both Mr. and Mrs. 
Stemen being very hospitable. 


Wivzsur R. MumMaucH. A well known and pros- 
perous real estate dealer of Lima, Wilbur R. Mu- 
maugh handles city and country property of all 
descriptions, and by paying close and conscien- 
tious attention to the wants of his numerous cus- 
tomers has built up a large and profitable busi- 
ness. A native of Allen county, he was born 
August 10, 1888, in Bath township, which was 
likewise the birthplace of his parents, Charles L. 
and Bertha E, (Roush) Mumaugh, and of his 
paternal grandfather, Isaac H. Mumaugh, whose 
parents were among the very early pioneers of 
the county. 

Born in the log cabin that his father erected 
in the heavily timbered tract of land that he took 
up from the Government, Isaac H. Mumaugh 
began as soon as old enough to help reclaim a 
farm from the wilderness, in the meantime ac- 
tively assisting in the development of this now 
fertile and productive region. In 1849 he started 
on an overland trip to the California gold fields, 
but unable to undergo the hardships incidental 
to such a journey was forced on reaching Iowa 
to return home. Subsequently marrying Eliza- 
beth Chenowith, he settled in Bath township, 
Allen county, and was there engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits the remainder of his life. 

Growing to manhood on the parental home- 
stead, Charles L. Mumaugh chose the free and 
independent occupation to which he was reared, 
and was prosperously employed in tilling the soil 
until 1917, when he retired from active pursuits 
and moved to his present home, at No. 411 East 
Kibby street, Lima. His wife, whose name be- 
fore marriage was Bertha E. Roush, was born in 
Allen county, Ohio, where her father, Franklin 
Roush, settled on coming to Ohio from Pennsyl- 
vania, his native state. 

Acquiring his elementary education in the Bres- 
ler District School, Wilbur R. Mumaugh con- 
tinued his studies at Lima College, and after 
teaching in a rural school three years took a 
business course of study in Lima. Going then 
to Cleveland, Mr. Mumaugh was with the Na- 
tional Quarries Company a year, and during the 
following year was engaged in the general insur- 
ance business in Lima. Embarking then in the 
automobile business, he was salesman for five 
years, handling the Ford and Maxwell cars. Be- 
coming associated with T. W. Blackburn in 1917, 
he has since dealt extensively in city and coun- 
try real estate, his office being located at 135% 
North Main street. He and his partner also han- 
dle valuable farming properties, not only in Al- 
len county but in Putnam, Auglaize and Hardin 
counties. 

On May 7, 1913, Mr. Mumaugh was united 
in marriage with Gail McAdams, who was born 
in Wayne township, Auglaize county, a daughter 
of George and Minnie (Pepple) McAdams, of 
that county. Mr. and Mrs. Mumaugh have no 
children. Both are active members of the Cen- 
tral Church of Christ. Politically Mr. Mumaugh 
supports the principles of the Republican party; 
fraternally he is a member of Lima Lodge No. 
54, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
He is likewise an active member of the Lima 
eo Estate Board and a member of the Kiwanis 

ub. 
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Vircit H. Hay, M. D. A rising young physician 
and surgeon of Lima, Virgil H. Hay, M. D., has 
established a large and lucrative practice, and is 
fast winning for himself an honorable and promi- 
nent name in the medical profession of Allen 
county. A native of Indiana, he was born Sep- 
tember 24, 1889, in Allen county, and being yet 
on the sunny side of manhood’s prime may look 
forward to a long future career of usefulness, 
both in the sphere of professional activity and in 
his more private relations as a man and a citizen. 

His father, the late William H. Hay, was born 
in Auglaize county, Ohio, and early in life set- 
tled on a farm in Allen county, Indiana, where 
he was engaged in agricultural pursuits until his 
death in July, 1910. His wife, whose maiden 
name was Cinderella Krick, was born in Allen 
county, Indiana, and is now living with her son 
Virgil in Lima. 5 

Laying a good foundation for his future educa- 
tion in the public schools of Allen county, Indi- 
ana, Virgil H. Hay was graduated from the Mon- 
roeville High School. Having decided upon a 
professional career, he then entered the Starling 
Medical College at Columbus, Ohio, and was there 
graduated with the degree of Doctor of Medicine 
in 1912. He spent the following year as an in- 
terne in Saint Francis Hospital in Columbus, 
there acquiring useful knowledge and experience. 
Locating in Lima, Ohio, in 1913, Dr. Hay began 
practice as a physician and surgeon, and met with 
most encouraging success. On April 10, 1917, 
laying aside his professional ambitions, the Doc- 
tor enlisted in the medical department of the 
United States Army, and, having received his 
commission was assigned on June 21, 1917, to the 
Thirty-seventh Division, in which he was lieuten- 
ant. After spending three months at Fort Benja- 
min Harrison, Indiana, he was sent with his di- 
vision to Camp Sheridan, Montgomery, Alabama, 
where he was located several months. 

On June 15, 1918, the Doctor sailed with his 
command for France, where he saw actual serv- 
ice, his division having been on several sectors, 
including Baccarat, Avocourt, Meuse-Argonne, 
Pannes, and Ypres-Lys, where he went “over the 
top” twice. On March 16, 1919, he sailed for the 
United States, and on April 28, 1919, was dis- 
charged from the service at Camp Sherman Ohio, 
with the rank of major. Returning to Lima, Dr. 
Hay resumed his practice, and has since met with 
characteristic success, his patronage extending 
throughout the city and its suburbs. 

Dr. Hay married on April 12, 1917, Marie M. 
Kelley, who was born in Muncie, Indiana, a 
daughter of Patrick and Martha M. Kelley, and 
their only child, Robert H. Hay, was born Febru- 
ary 22, 1918, at Montgomery, Alabama. A stanch 
Democrat in politics, the Doctor was elected cor- 
oner of Allen county, Ohio, in November, 1916, 
being the youngest man ever elected to that office 
in the county, and served satisfactorily until en- 
tering the army, when he resigned the position. 
He is a regular attendant of the Lutheran Church, 
and a liberal contributor towards its support. 
Fraternally Dr. Hay is a member of Monroeville, 
Indiana, Lodge No. 283, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, and of Lima Lodge No. 54, Benev- 
olent and Protective Order of Elks. 


Water ARMSTRONG Nosie, M. D. Occupying a 
place of prominence among the successful physicians 


and surgeons of Lima, Walter Armstrong Noble, 
M. D., is devoting himself exclusively to the treat- 
ment of diseases affecting the eye, ear, nose and 
throat, a special branch of study in which he is 
greatly interested, and in which he is eminently 
skillful. This tendency toward specialties in all lines 
of industry and profession, it is said, is one of the 
chief indications of the progress that so clearly 
marks this age of brilliant achievements. A native 
of Ohio, Dr. Noble was born March 20, 1891, in 
Auglaize county, being a son of Albion B. Noble, 
and a grandson of William Noble, an early settler 
of Auglaize county. 

Albion B. Noble, a life-long resident of Augalize 
county, married Mattie Whetstone, and was suhse- 
quently actively and prosperously engaged in gen- 
eral farming until 1909, when, having accumulated 
a competency, he moved with his family to Saint 
Marys, where he has since lived retired from bus- 
iness cares, enjoying all the comforts of life. 

Having completed the course of study in Saint 
Marys High School, Walter Armstrong Noble en- 
tered the Starling Medical College in Columbus, 
Ohio, and was there graduated with the class of 
1913, receiving the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 
Continuing in Columbus, he spent a year as an 
interne in the Mount Carmel Hospital. Previously, 
while yet a college student, he had spent all of his 
vacation time with Drs. Rogers & Clark, eye, ear, 
nose and throat specialists, of Columbus, Ohio. 
From 1914 until September, 1916, the Doctor was 
associated with the Bureau of Juvenile Research in 
Columbus, and was subsequently professionally con- 
nected with the Trachoma Hospital in Tazewell, 
Tennessee, and with the Welch Hospital in West 
Virginia, having charge of the latter in the Govern- 
ment Public Health Service. 

On May i5, 1918, Dr. Noble enlisted in the Med- 
ical Corps, and having received his commission as 
first lieutenant was sent to Camp Greenleaf, Geor- 
gia, from there being transferred to Camp Wheeler 
at Macon, Georgia. A month later he was sent to 
Mineola, Long Island, where he was associated with 
the aircraft division in the medical research labora- 
tory until receiving his honorable discharge from 
the service December 31, 1918. Returning to Lima, 
the Doctor opened an office in the Cincinnati Build- 
ing, and has since devoted himself to those branches 
of medicine and surgery that he has made a spe- 
cialty, and his practice along these lines is already 
large and constantly increasing. 

Dr. Noble married, February 5, 1919, Mildred 
Conner, who was born in Huron county, Ohio, a 
daughter of Frank and Jessie Conner. The Doctor 
is an independent voter, belonging to no political 
party or organization. Religiously he is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Saint Marys, 
Ohio. He belongs to the Allen County Medical 
Society and to both the Ohio State Medical and the 
American Medical Associations. Fraternally he is 
a thirty-second degree Mason, a Shriner and a mem- 
ber of Al Koran Grotto, and a member of Wapa- 
koneta Lodge, Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, Dr. Noble spends much of his leisure in 
study, and has taken special instruction in his 
branch of work at Saint Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
and from January 1, 1917, to May 15 of that year, 
studied in the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary, 
taking a post graduate course. 
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Joun ScHAUBLIN, general manager of E. S. Wit- 
tle & Son, lumber and mill work, is one of the effi- 
cient business: men and _ skilled woodworkers of 
Lima, Ohio, and whose standing in his community 
is unquestioned. Mr. Schaublin was born in Rich- 
land township, Allen county, Ohio, on January 10, 
1881, a son of Nicholas and Louisa (Leiber) Schau- 
blin, natives of Switzerland and Allen county, Ohio, 
respectively. The paternal grandparents, Henry and 
‘ Mary Schaublin, were born in Switzerland and 
came to the United States in 1845, and. located in 
Allen county, Ohio, and engaging in farming. Their 
son Nicholas Schaublin was also a farmer until his 
death, which occurred in 1915. His widow survives 
him and makes her home at Bluffton, Ohio. 

Growing up on the farm in Richland township, 
John Schaublin attended the public schools of his 
neighborhood until he was nineteen years old, at 
which time he came to Lima, Ohio, and for a year 
worked at the carpenter trade. He then entered his 
present mill, which was established by J. H. Walter, 
a general contractor, as a lumber mill. Mr. Walter 
died in 1916, and E. S. Wittle & Son became the 
proprietors. They are residents of Shortleaf, Ala- 
bama. In the meanwhile, during 1904, Mr. Schaublin 
had been made general manager, and he was re- 
tained in the same position by the new owners. 
Having spent practically all of his business life with 
this mill Mr. Schaublin is thoroughly experienced 
and understands the requirements as few men would, 
and the success of the mill is largely due to his 
efforts. 

On April 20, 1904, John Schaublin was united in 
marriage with Emma Rable, born in Germany, a 
daughter of Adolph and Catherine (Wahl) Rable. 
Mr. and Mrs. Schaublin have two children: Ralph 
Nicholas and Harold W. A man of religious in- 
stincts, both natural and fostered, Mr. Schaublin 
is a member of the First Reformed Church of Lima. 
Believing in a man’s inherent right to exert his free 
will in politics, he is an independent Democrat. 
Fraternally he belongs to the Loyal Order of Moose. 
The advance made by Mr. Schaublin has teen 
steady, and while not marked by anything spectacu- 
lar, has brought with it prosperity and the confi- 
dence of his associates. He has not cared to go 
into politics, but when the occasion demands gives a 
courageous support to measures which meet with 
his approval, and is correctly numbered among the 
really worth-while men of Allen county, if not of 
this part of the state. 


Cuarces G. Meyer. Probably the most effective 
way of bringing goods to the notice of the public, 
especially in the congested districts, is that of ad- 
vertising them through the medium of electric signs. 
The remarkable achievements in electric signs are 
distinctive of this country, and foreigners are apt 
to be more impressed by them than by any other 
feature of this, to them, new land. However, the 
admiration of the beauty and ingenuity of these re- 
markable creations which combine artistic merit and 
mechanical skill are not confined to those coming 
from other countries not so far advanced in these 
lines as the United States. Few can look upon 
them without marveling at them, and the majority 
who see them enjoy the magnificent display, and are 
so impressed with the commodity thus advertised 
that when they come to make an investment they are 
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very liable to be influenced by this same impression. 
Some of the most dependable business men have 
gone into this line of advertising, recognizing as 
they do its wonderful possibilities, not all of which 
have yet been developed, and one of the firms of 
excellent standing at Lima is that formed by the 
association of Charles G. Meyer, Gaston A. Shu- 
mate and Joseph Franck to manufacture electric 
display signs. 

Charles G. Meyer was born in Westphalia, Ger- 
many, on May 19, 1892, and his parents are still 
living and reside in Germany. On September 9, 
1913, Charles G. Meyer arrived in the United States 
from Germany, landing in New York city on that 
date, and from then on has been a loyal supporter 
of his adopted country. Going to Newark, Dela- 
ware, he worked to carry him through a two year 
course in the Delaware State University. In 1917 
he went to Chicago, Illinois, where he learned the 
business of constructing electric signs, and remained 
there until November 1, 1919, when he came to 
Lima, Ohio, and formed his present partnership 
with Messrs. Shumate and Franck for the purpose 
of manufacturing electric display signs. The firm 
has its headquarters at Nos. 416-18 South Elizabeth 
street. Being men of practical experience as well 
as artistic ideas, the members of the firm are able 
to render a very effective service and have built up 
a desirable business. 

Mr. Meyer is unmarried. He is interested in 
Christian Science, believing that in the teachings of 
this religious organization he finds expression for 
his own views. He belongs to the Greek Letter col- 
lege fraternity Omega Alpha. 


Joun Scutty. Within recent years the import- 
ance of proper and scientific plumbing has been 
brought prominently before the public through the 
exploitation of correct sanitation, and this has re- 
sulted in a consequent demand for the best in ma- 
terial and workmanship, which has made it profit- 
able for men of ability and business standing to en- 
gage in this line of business and to expand their 
operations beyond the ordinary. One of these 
skilled practical plumbers and astute business men 
who are devoting themselves to giving the city of 
Lima expert service in this important line is John 
Scully, of 1115 North Elizabeth street. 

John Scully was born at Lima, Ohio, on Novem- 
ber 11, 1876, a son of Peter and Mary (Welch) 
Scully, natives of Ireland, who came to the United 
States as young people and were married at Lima. 
He was a blacksmith by trade and had a shop at 
Lima, which he conducted until his death in 1908. 
She survives him and lives at 816 North Main 
street, Lima. 

Growing up in his native city, John Scully attend- 
ed the public schools and Saint Rose parochial 
school until he was sixteen years old, at which 
time he began learning the plumbing trade, working 
as a journeyman plumber until 1918, when he es- 
tablished his own business and has developed a very 
fine trade. He gives employment to three or more 
men, according to the season. 

In January, 1898, Mr. Scully was married to 
Frances Lawler, born at Louisville, Kentucky, a 
daughter of John and Johanna Lawler. Mr. and 
Mrs. Scully became the parents of the following 
children: Winona, who is a resident of Detroit, 
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Michigan; Loretta, Marie, Joseph, John and Clay- 
ton, all of whom are at home. 

Born and bred in the faith of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, it is but natural that Mr. Scully should 
embrace it as his own, and he and his family are 
consistent and earnést members of Saint Girard’s 
parish. While he is a Democrat in his political con- 
victions, he does not participate very actively in 
public affairs, although he never misses casting his 
vote for the candidates of his party. Fraternally 
he belongs to Lima Council No. 436, K. of C., and 
to Lima Aerie No. 199, L. O. O. M. Lima is his 
birthplace; here he attended school, learned his 
trade, founded his business and has made his money, 
and here his home is located, so, naturally, Mr. 
Scully’s interests are all centered here and he can 
be depended upon to take a whole-hearted part in 
any movement which has for its fundamental ob- 
ject the advancement of this locality. 


WiitiAM H. Beery, M. D. In the present century 
of expanding horizons in medical science, of mar- 
velous discoveries and undreamed of surgical 
skill, the profession seems to have almost 
reached a time when its accomplishments are no 
less than miracles. The modern physician and 
surgeon, taking advantage of every opportunity 
for knowledge, must often realize with profes- 
sional elation his great power over disease and 
disability, and be encouraged in his struggles to 
conquer the strongholds that have not yet been 
overcome. Possessing the steady nerve, the 
patience that never tires, the trained understand- 
ing, through his long period of special study, he 
must yet possess, in order to be a successful 
surgeon, a courage that never quails, together 
with a supurb technical manual skill. In every 
physician’s life must come emergencies which 
make just such demands upen him. 

It is scarcely possible in these days for a man 
to be a successful physician without being also 
a man of learning and of solid, scientific acquire- 
ments. Often the youth that feels the inspiration 
that ultimately leads him into the medical pro- 
fession finds his progress one of difficulty from 
lack of encouragement, opportunity or capital, 
and when all these drawbacks are overcome 
through personal effort, battles have been won 
that make firm the foundations of character. 

One of the men of Allen county who embodies 
in his life and work all of the above require- 
ments and has won an enviable distinction as a 
physician and surgeon is Dr, William H. Beery 
of Lima. He was born in Perry county, Ohio, 
on March 20, 1870, a son of John W. and Eliza 
J. (Miller) Beery, both of whom were born in 
Perry county, Ohio, and grandson of Samuel H. 
and Mary (Moyer) Beery, natives of Pennsyl- 
vania, and Samuel and Elizabeth (Steman) Miller, 
natives of Rockingham county, Virginia. The 
grandparents all became early settlers of Ohio, 
and the parents of Doctor Beery were married 
in Perry county, Ohio. In 1890 they moved to 
Monroe township, Allen county, and are now res- 
idents of Monroe Center, this county. Their chil- 
dren were as follows: Doctor Beery, who was 
the eldest born; Frank, who is a resident of Al- 
giers, Ohio; and Mary Alice, who died in infancy. 

Doctor Beery attended the district schools of 
the locality in which he was living, the Monroe 
Center High School and the Northern Ohio Uni- 


counties, Ohio, respectively. 


versity at Ada, Ohio. Later he became a student 
of Lima College, and then took his medical course 
at Hahnemann College of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, from which he was graduated in 1907. For 
the subsequent seven years he was engaged in the 
practice of his profession at Middlepoint, Ohio, 
and during that period took up post graduate work 
at Chicago, Illinois. He then came to Lima, and 
for the first eighteen months was alone, but then 
formed a partnership with Doctor Buchanan, and 
they maintain offices in the Savings Building. 

On August 21, 1900, Doctor Beery was married 
to Hattie J. Bowers, born in Monroe township, 
Allen county, Ohio, a daughter of John and Anna 
(Cook) Bowers, natives of Allen and Richland 
Doctor and Mrs. 
Beery have the following children: Alice, Mary, 
Robert J., Walter C. and Emerson B. The Mar- 
ket Street Presbyterian Church holds the mem- 
bership of Doctor Beery and his wife and family. 
He is a Republican, but not active in politics. 
Professionally he belongs to the American Insti- 
tute of Homeopathy, the Ohio State Homeo- 
pathic Society, the Allen County Medical Society 
and the Ohio State Medical Society. In his fra- 
ternal relations he maintains membership with 
Lima Lodge No. 91, K. P.; Lima Lodge No. 581, 
I. O. O. F., and Lima Lodge No, 142, K. O. T. M. 
During the time he has lived at Lima Doctor 
Beery has made many warm personal friends, and 
he is held in high esteem not only as a skilled 
medical man but also as a fine citizen and upright 
individual whose aim in life is to live up to the 
highest standards of his profession, his church 
and his country. 


Rosert A. BuCHANAN, M. D. In every profession 
there are a few men who lead by no happy acci- 
dent of fortune, no pride of birth, no favor of ex- 
alted patronage. Their intrinsic merit, manifested 
not as a sudden inspiration nor as an occasional 
performance, but day after day under the strain 
of protected effort, has put them where they are. 
The inferior material in the cheap man develops 
a structural flaw somewhere, and he goes to pieces 
where the strong man endures and holds his peace 
and completes the work. 

Doctor Buchanan was born in Linesville, Penn- 
sylvania, on July 21, 1877, a son of Sampson J. 
and Nancy (McMichael) Buchanan, natives of 
Ireland, who were married in the United States. 
Sampson J. Buchanan was for many years en- 
gaged in farming in Crawford county, Pennsyl- 
vania, but later in life he came to Lima and made 
his home with his son Doctor Buchanan, and 
there died in March, 1919. His widow survives 
him and still lives with their son. 

After attending Grove City College at Grove 
City, Pennsylvania, Doctor Buchanan entered 
Cleveland Homeopathic Medical College of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, and after completing the regular 
course was graduated therefrom in 1901, and on 
May 30th of that year entered upon the active 
practice of his profession at Lima, Ohio. On 
January 1, 1916, Doctor Buchanan took Dr. W. 
H. Beery into partnership with him, and they 
carry on a general medical practice, their asso- 
ciation being one of the strong professional ones 
of Allen county. 

In January, 1914, Doctor Buchanan became as- 
sociated with the Ohio National Guard, and from 
June, 1916, until March, 1917, he was with the 
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Second Ohio Infantry as medical officer on the 
Mexican border, receiving his honorable discharge 
with the rank of captain on April 7, 1917. On 
May 20, 1917, Doctor Buchanan enlisted in the 
Medical Volunteer Corps, and belongs to the 
Association of Military Surgeons of the United 
States. At present he is consulting surgeon of the 
Lima City Hospital. He and his partner have a 
suite of eight rooms at 507 Savings Bank Build- 
ing. 

In April, 1900, Doctor Buchanan was married 
to Lura A. Painter, born in Mercer county, Penn- 
sylvania, a daughter of J. A. and Eliza (Smith) 
Painter. Doctor and Mrs. Buchanan have two 
children, Stuart and Lydia, both of whom are at 
home. Doctor Buchanan is a Presbyterian and 
has been very active in church work and held 
nearly all of the offices in the local organization. 
His political faith is such as to make him adhere 
to the principles of the Republican party. His 
fraternal connections are those which he main- 
tains as a member of Lima Lodge No. 91, K. of 
P., in which he has held all of the offices, and is 
now past chancellor. He belongs to the Ameri- 
can Institute of Homeopathy and the Ohio State 
Homeopathic Association, and is president of the 
Northwestern Homeopathic Society. 


Peter M. HuLskKeEn is one of the young, enter- 
prising and successful professional men of Lima. 
An architect, trained in the technique and prac- 
tice of his profession in schools and environment 
both abroad and in the United States, he has car- 
ried out many of the more ambitious building 
projects in Lima and vicinity during the past 
decade. 

Mr. Hulsken was born in Arnhem, Holland, on 
September 21, 1881, and was there reared and edu- 
cated. After completing the elementary course 
he attended the Arnhem schools and the high 
schools at Roermond, Holland, learning the 
French, German and English languages in addi- 
tion to his own. He then applied himself to the 
study of architecture and building, becoming a 
draughtsman and superintendent. His technical 
studies were prosecuted at Amsterdam, Paris and 
Berlin, and thus he secured the best ideals of the 
three national types. 

Mr. Hulsken came to the United States in 1904, 
landing at New York city, where he was em- 
ployed for a short time. He then attended the 
Louisiana Exposition at St. Louis, after which for 
four years he was employed in his profession at 
Detroit. He was then similarly employed at To- 
ledo for a time, and in 1909 came to Lima and, 
deciding to locate permanently here, formed a 
professional partnership with T. D. McLaughlin. 
Their relationships were continued until January 
1, 1921, and after the dissolution of this firm Mr. 
Hulsken formed his present association with Ly- 
man D. Strong. Both are accomplished men in 
the technique of their profession, represent a high 
type of business men, governing their actions by 
the highest standards of business ethics, and have 
therefore earned the confidence and esteem of all 
with whom they have dealings in any way. They 
recently removed to their new offices at 216 West 
Market Street, where they occupy a modern suite 
of offices. 

Thoroughly qualified for his work, one of the 
leaders of his profession in Ohio, Mr. Hulsken 
has specialized in the planning of school house 


buildings and courthouses, and has designed many 
in Ohio and adjoining states. He has designed 
practically all of the newer and better buildings 
in Lima and vicinity. Some of these that may 
be mentioned are the Court House of Portland, 
Indiana, the Court House of Celina, Ohio, the 
Elks Club House and Savings Building of Lima, 
Telephone Building at Lima, school buildings at 
Findlay, Napoleon, Bucyrus, Lima and Fostoria, 
and many of the finest homes in Allen county. 

Successful in his business affairs, Mr. Hulsken 
owns the Hotel Verdun building at Petersburg, 
Virginia. In May, 1907, he married Elizabeth 
Lewis, of Anderson, Indiana. Mr. Hulsken is a 
member of the Rotary Club, the Gridiron Club, 
the Lima Club and the Lima Automobile Club, 
and is affiliated with the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks. His religious affiliation is 
with the Catholic Church. A man of marked 
professional ability and high personal character, 
he is deservedly popular in every circle in which 
he moves, Z 


GeorcE WASHINGTON Kinc, M. D. Knowledge in- 
creases, old philosophies become obsolete, new 
sciences widen out the horizons of the world, new 
aspirations fill the hearts of those who are true 
humanitarians, and in no other line are these 
changes more clearly indicated than that of med- 
icine. There are no finer body of men in the 
world than those composed of the physicians and 
surgeons of today, whose skill and experience 
are being directed not only to- effect cures but 
also to prevent and where possible, eradicate dis- 
ease. One of the able representatives of this 
honored profession in Allen county is Dr. George 
Washington King of Lima. 

Doctor King was born at Ansonia, Connecticut, 
on May 23, 1886, a son of Adolph William and 
Mary (Eggers) King, the former of whom was 
born in Germany, but came to the United States 
at an early day and became superintendent of the 
shipping department of a factory manufacturing 
webbing for suspenders at Derby, Connecticut, 
and he was holding this position at the time of 
his death, which occurred on December 13, 1911. 
His widow survives him and still resides at Derby, 
Connecticut. 

After completing his studies in both the graded 
and high schools George Washington King began 
to be self-supporting by working in the office of 
Coe Brothers Brass Manufacturing Company, and 
remained with that concern for one year, leaving 
it to enter the Booth Preparatory School at New 
Haven, Connecticut, in 1904. Still later he entered 
Yale Medical College and was graduated there- 
from in 1909, and for the subsequent six months 
was an interne in Saint Raphael’s Hospital at New 
Haven, Connecticut. From there he went to 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, and was in the General 
Hospital of that city for sixteen months. For 
five months thereafter Doctor King was interne 
at the Manhattan Eye, Nose and Throat Hospital 
of New York city. He still later took post grad- 
uate work with Dr. Peter Callan at Saint Barthol- 
omew Hospital and the New York Eye, Ear and 
Throat Infirmary. On August 19, 1912, Doctor 
King came to Lima as assistant to Dr. William 
B. Van Note, with whom he formed a partner- 
ship in April, 1919, and on September 1 of that 
same year bought out Doctor Van Note’s inter- 
est and is now practicing alone, with offices at 
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304-305 Opera House Block. Between April and 
September, 1919, he took an additional six weeks’ 
post graduate course in New York city, } 

During the great war Doctor King, like so 
many of the physicians and surgeons of this 
country, enlisted on May 22, 1917, in the Thirty- 
seventh Division, Field Hospital No. 148. For 
three months he was at Fort Benjamin Harrison, 
and then was sent to Camp Sheridan, Montgom- 
ery, Alabama. From there he was sent on June 
17, 1918, to Camp Upton, and ten days later 
sailed for France. After landing overseas he was 
connected with field hospital work as a specialist 
in ear, eye, nose and throat diseases, until March 
15, 1919, when he returned to the United States, 
and was mustered out of the service on April 13, 
1919, and returned to Lima. 

On October 15, 1914, Doctor King was married 
to Grace May Newman, born at Lima, Ohio, a 
daughter of Edward J. and Eva May (Moyer) 
Newman. Doctor and Mrs. King have two chil- 
dren: Gwendolyn May, who was born on Octo- 
ber 4, 1915; and George William, who was born 
March 26, 1920. Doctor King is a member of the 
Episcopal Church. In politics he is a Republi- 
can. Professionally he belongs to the Allen Coun- 
ty Medical Society and to the Ohio State Medical 
Society. He has rendered a very important ser- 
vice in his expert examination work for the 
United States Government with reference to ex- 
Union soldiers, and is now equally efficient in his 
examinations of ex-service men in reference to 
eye, ear, nose and throat affections. As would 
be expected, Doctor King is an enthusiast with 
reference to the American Legion, and is one of 
the early members of the Legion at Lima. 


Joun A. Harrey. The biographies of the repre- 
sentative men of a county bring to light many 
hidden treasures of mind, character and courage, 
well calculated to arouse the pride of their family 
and of the community and it is a source of regret 
that the people are not more familiar with the 
personal history of such men, in the ranks of 
whom may be found farmers, business men, pro- 
fessional men and those of varied vocations. John 
A. Harley is one of the creditable representatives 
of the business element in Allen county, and as 
such has made his influence felt in Lima, while 
in addition thereto he has a military record of 
which he has just reason to be proud. 

John A. Harley was born at Kenton, Ohio, on 
September 11, 1878, and is a son of James and 
Sarah E. (Wright) Harley, the father a native 
of Glasgow, Scotland, and the mother of Darke 
county, Ohio. His paternal grandparents, An- 
drew and Martha (Mackenzie) Harley, immi- 
grated to the United States, locating in Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, where he established the first artificial 
gas plant in that city. Later he went to Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, where he managed a similar 
plant, and sometime later established a plant at 
New Orleans, Louisiana. His later years were 
spent on a farm in Greene county, Ohio. The 
maternal grandparents, John and_ Elizabeth 
Wright, were early settlers in Ohio, locating in 
Darke county, where he followed farming pur- 
suits. James and Sarah E. Harley were married 
sometime in the early ’70s and soon afterward 
came to Lima, where he and a brother ran a gun 
shop. In 1876 he was elected constable of Lima, 
later became city marshal, and when the regular 


police force was organized he became the first 
chief of police, holding that position for several 
years. Then for several years he was in the em- 
ploy of the Pennsylvania Railroad as a detective. 
His death occurred in 1903, and he was survied 
several years by his widow, whose death occurred 
in 1912. 

John A. Harley, who was the only child born 
to his parents, attended the public and high 
schools of Lima until the age of eighteen_years, 
when he became yard clerk for the Lake Erie & 
Western Railroad. In the meantime he had joined 
the Ohio National Guard in January, 1897, and at 
the outbreak of the Spanish-American war he 
volunteered and enlisted in the Second Regiment, 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. The regiment was sent 
to the camp at Chickamauga, Georgia, where they 
remained until the close of the war and Mr. Har- 
ley was mustered out in February, 1899, without 
having seen service in Cuba. On his return to 
Lima, he again took up his duties as yard clerk 
for the Lake Erie & Western Railroad, but in 
1901 resigned and became manager of the City 
Transfer Company. On April 1, 1905, in part- 
nership with D. L. Goodyear, he organized the 
Lima Truck and Storage Company, which has 
developed into the most important enterprise of 
the kind in Lima. They do a general trucking 
and storage business and enjoy a large and pros- 
perous business. 

After Mr. Harley returned from the Spanish- 
American war he re-entered the Ohio National 
Guard, in which he was appointed first sergeant; 
in 1901 he was commissioned second lieutenant; 
was made a first lieutenant in 1902, captain in 
1908, and a major in 1913. In June, 1916, he was 
ordered to El Paso, Texas, and on March 25, 1917, 
was sent to Fort Sheridan, Illinois. He returned 
to Lima on a two months leave, and then went 
to Camp Sheridan at Montgomery, Alabama, 
where he was transferred to Division Headquar- 
ters. In March, 1918, Major Harley was trans- 
ferred to the Ammunition Train of the Thirty- 
seventh Division. In June, 1918, he sailed from 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for over-seas service, 
going by the way of Halifax, Nova Scotia, thence 
to Liverpool, England, the voyage requiring nine- 
teen days. From there he sailed for Cherbourg, 
France, and then entered the training school at 
Camp DeSouge. In September of that year he 
went into line at Pont Mousson, being in sup- 
port of the Ninety-second United States Artil- 
lery. He also served for a short time with the 
French Seventeenth Colonial Corps and with the 
Twenty-eighth and Thirty-third United States Di- 
visions. He was promoted to lieutenant-colonel 
October 29, 1918, and placed in command of the 
Ammunition Train, and was held on that front 
and in the reserve of the Army of Occupation 
until ordered home. He landed at Newport News, 
Virginia, and received an honorable discharge at 
Camp Sherman, Chillicothe, Ohio, on May 6, 1919, 
after a military record which reflected great credit 
on him. Since returning home Colonel Harley 
has devoted his attention closely to his private 
business interests, principally in connection with 
the truck and storage company. 

On September 24, 1904, he was married to Effie 
L. Anderson, of Delphos, Ohio, the daughter of 
John Anderson. Mrs. Harley is a member of 
the Presbyterian Church. Colonel Harley is an 
earnest supporter of the Republican party, and 
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has been active in local public affairs, having 
served one term as director of Public Safety and 
one term as district oil inspector. He is a mem- 
ber of the Free and Accepted Masons, in which 
he has attained the thirty-second degree of the 
Scottish Rite and is a member of the Ancient 
Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; 
the Knights of Pythias; a life member of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, being 
a past exalted ruler of the lodge at Lima; the 
Rotary Club; the Spanish-American War Veter- 
ans, and the American Legion, of which he is 
vice commander, 

Thus, in the particulars related, he whose name 
appears at the head of this review has conferred 
honor and dignity on his city and county, and 
as an elemental part of history it is entirely con- 
sonant that a history of his county should incor- 
porate a resume of his career, with the object in 
view of noting his sterling qualities as a citizen, 
his capacity for high and unselfish effort and his 
devotion to the public welfare. 


Exiiotr ErswortH Crapper. An alert and re- 
sourceful merchant, business man and citizen of 
Lima, the late Elliott Elsworth Clapper had 
achieved a high degree of success and esteem be- 
fore his life was cut short prematurely, and a 
proper record of his career has an appropriate 
place in this publication. 

He was born in Allen county September 19, 
1875, a son of John and Sarah (Stuckey) Clapper. 
Mr. Clapper grew up on a farm near Elida, and 
lived in that community to the age of twenty- 
two. He made good use of his advantages in the 
local schools, attended a business college, and 
for a time was a teacher in Van Wert county. 
His inclinations, however, were for commercial 
pursuits, and he gained his first practical experi- 
ence in the Linkenstetter’s department store at 
Lima, where he worked in the clothing and shoe 
departments and eventually was placed in charge 
of the shoe department. He remained there a 
few years after his marriage, and formed a part- 
nership with Harry Boose, establishing a shoe 
store at 142 South Main Street. The firm soon 
changed to Clapper & McKay, and they enjoyed 
a highly prosperous business until the death of 
Mr. Clapper on June 11, 1913. Mr. Clapper’s 
death was a tragic occurrence. While riding a 
bicycle he was struck by a motorcycle in front 
of the Memorial Hall and died four days later 
in the hospital. ; 

Mr. Clapper did more for his community than 
to serve as a successful business man. He was 
a very active member of the Grace Methodist 
Episcopal Church, being a member of its choir 
and superintendent of its Sunday School. At the 
time of his death he was representing the First 
Ward in the City Council. Politically he was a 
Republican. 

On May 15, 1901, Mr. Clapper married Mary 
E. Peltier, who was born in Shelby county, Ohio, 
a daughter of John Wesley and Sarah E. (Leech) 
Peltier. James Peltier, distinguished as the first 
merchant at Lima, put up a log building on the 
west side of the Square and sold goods to some 
of the first settlers of Allen county. This pioneer 
merchant married Jane Clark. Mrs. Clapper’s 
maternal grandparents were Jesse and Susanna 
(Friend) Leech, natives of Virginia. John Wes- 
ley Peltier, father of Mrs. Clapper, was born in 


Allen county and served as a Union soldier in 
the Civil war in Company B of the 81st Ohio In- 
fantry, enlisting in 1862 and serving until wound- 
ed by gunshot in the left knee. He remained a 
cripple the rest of his life and died January 19, 
1906. He married Sarah E. Leech, who was born 
in Fayette county, Pennsylvania, and is still liy- 
ing at Lima. j 


ALpous WILLIAM CANTWELL. At no time in the 
history of a family or community does the need 
become more imperative to have a dignified and 
appropriate service than when death comes. No 
pains should be spared to make the last rites im- 
pressive, and proper respect for the loved ones 
demands that everything be carried out so as to 
render a last tribute to the departed. The time 
has gone by when the family and neighbors can 
render these services. The demands of civiliza- 
tion require the services of a licensed under- 
taker, and popular approval has set its stamp up- 
on a funeral director who can conduct the ser- 
vices appropriately. One of these dignified and 
skilled men of Lima is Aldous William Cantwell, 
one of the best in his line in Allen county. 

The birth of Aldous William Cantwell took 
place at Bellefontaine, Ohio, November 11, 1896. 
He is a son of William P. and Josephine (Hen- 
nessy) Cantwell. The paternal grandfather, John 
Cantwell, was born in County Cork, Ireland, 
from whence he came to the United States in 
young manhood, landing in New York city, from 
whence he moved to Logan county, Ohio, and 
there operated a quarry, and in time became an 
extensive contractor at Bellefontaine. Of his 
nine children William P. Cantwell was the fourth 
in order of birth, and he followed in his father’s 
footsteps, becoming a contractor. He has erect- 
ed some of the most important buildings at Lima, 
including the City Bank, the Norval Hotel, Black’s 
Block and the Argonne Hotel. 

Aldous William Cantwell attended Saint Rose 
parochial school at Lima, and then for a year was 
a day student in the scientific course at Notre 
Dame University at Notre Dame, Indiana. From 
there in 1914 he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
spent four years in the undertaking establish- 
ment of J. J. Sullivan, the oldest funeral director 
of that city. Mr. Cantwell took a course in the 
Columbus School of Embalming, and received a 
special degree and receivevd a Class A license. 
Returning to Cincinnati, he spent two years with 
W. Mack Johnson, undertaker, and then came to 
Lima and opened his own business at 215 North 
Elizabeth street. He has built up a large city 
and country clientele, extending over a radius of 
ten miles. 

Mr. Cantwell is unmarried. In politics he is an 
independent voter and thinker. Both by inheri- 
tance and conviction he is a Catholic and belongs 
to Saint Rose parish. He is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus, the Kiwanis Club, the Way- 
farers Club, and the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. 


Cuartes Davin O’ConneELL. Occupying a note- 
worthy position in the business life of Allen 
county, Charles David O’Connell is identified with 
the manufacturing and mercantile interests of 
Lima as general manager of the business of Lu- 
betsky Brothers & Kleiner, wholesale cigar man- 
ufacturers and dealers, with a factory at Lima and 
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two in Michigan, one being in Ludington and the 
other at Grand Rapids. A son of John E. O’Con- 
nell, he was born June 22, 1884, at Lansing, Mich- 
igan, coming on both sides of the house of sub- 
stantial Irish stock. 

John E. O’Connell came from Michigan to Ohio 
in 1886, locating in Lima. He married Mary 
Daley, who was born in Lansing, Michigan, where 
her parents settled when coming from Limerick, 
Ireland, to the United States, her father having 
been a farmer. Of the ten sons and two daugh- 
ters born of their union, six children are now 
living. ‘ 

The seventh child in succession of birth of his 
parents, Charles David O’Connell was two years 
old when the family settled in Lima, Ohio, where 
he obtained his early education, attending first 
the parochial school and later Saint Rose School. 
At the age of sixteen years he began life as a 
wage earner, for two years serving as call boy. 
He was afterward in the employ of the Biesel- 
Wermer Cigar Company until 1902, during which 
time he learned the trade of a cigar maker. Con- 
tinuing with that company, Mr. O’Connell was 
made foreman of the factory, and at the end of 
a year and a half was promoted, becoming super- 
intendent of the Sidney branch of the Biesel- 
Wermer Company. Establishing there the plant 
for the firm, Mr. O’Connell managed it ably for 
three years, keeping 175 employes busy. 

Going then to Toledo, Ohio, Mr. O’Connell 
opened a new plant in that city, and served as its 
superintendent for four years, placing it on a pay- 
ing basis. Resigning that position, he had charge 
of the productions of the Bauch Company, cigar 
manufacturers, at Indianapolis, Indiana, for two 
years. Returning to Lima, he opened the cigar 
factory belonging to Lubetsky Brothers and 
Kleiner, and has since managed its affairs with 
credit to himself and to the entire satisfaction of 
the firm, employing in the work 260 people and 
turning out two popular brands of cigars, the 
Mungo Park and the Odein. Mr. O’Connell is a 
fine business man, and is financially interested in 
the business with which he is so actively asso- 
ciated. 

He married Ella Madeline Harrington in Oil 
City, Pennsylvania, in 1905. Five children have 
been born of their union, namely: Mary Margaret, 
Patricia Elizabeth, Jane Frances, Agnes and Cor- 
nelius Bernard. Politically Mr. O’Connell is an 
independent Democrat. Fraternally he is a mem- 
ber of Lima Council, Knights of Columbus, a 
member and past grand knight of Sidney Council, 
and is a member of the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. Religiously he is a trustworthy 
member of the Saint Rose Catholic Church, 


Dorsey BirpeLtL Huser. One of the most re- 
sponsible exponents of the business life of Lima 
is Dorsey Birdell Huber, senior member of the 
firm of Huber & Breo, harness headquarters and 
dealers in luggage and accessories, and agents 
for the Auburn automobile and Republic trucks. 
He was born on a farm south of Bluffton, Ohio, 
May 13, 1882, a son of Erastus and Sarah (Phil- 
lipps) Huber. The Huber family is of German 
extraction and that of the Phillipps of Scotch 
origin. 

The paternal grandfather came to the United 
States from Germany while yet a child, being 
brought here by his parents, and they settled in 


Richland township, Allen county, Ohio. The pa- 
ternal great-grandfather was Charles Huber, and 
he, too, was a native of Germany. William Huber 
reared a family of five sons and four daughters, 
and gave all of them farms from his 900 acres 
as they had need for the land, and not waiting 
until his death for them to take possession of the 
property. Of these children Erastus Huber was 
the fourth in order of birth, and all of his active 
life he was engaged in farming, but some years 
ago retired and is now living retired at Clyde, 
Ohio. His wife is also living. 

Until he was eighteen years old D. B. Huber 
remained at home and secured a public school ed- 
ucation in the neighborhood of his father’s farm, 
giving to his father his help during the winter 
months of that period. At the age of eighteen 
years he commenced to have a desire to learn a 
trade, and so began to learn the harness making 
trade at Bluffton, Ohio, spending three years with 
Simon Herr, and seven years with Mell Bogart, 
of Bluffton, Ohio. For the subsequent two years 
he was in a restaurant business at Bluffton, and 
was a successful business man from the start. 
Selling his restaurant, Mr. Huber then for three 
years was the proprietor and operator of The 
Nemo, a moving picture house, and having built 
it up to successful proportions he disposed of it 
at an excellent figure, and in 1911 came to Lima 
and went into the harness business at 126 East 
Market street, buying the harness business of 
thirty-five years standing from J. N. Fleet. Mr. 
Huber conducted this business alone until in 1914 
he took J. H. Breo into partnership with him. 
About that time he began handling the Auburn 
automobiles in Allen, Anglaize and Hardin coun-. 
ties, and he is district representative for the Re- 
public trucks in Allen, Auglaize, Hardin and Mer- 
cer counties. Mr. Huber is giving his attention 
to the automobile and truck business and his part- 
ner is managing the harness part, and both gen- 
tlemen are experis in their several lines, so that 
their concern is showing a natural increase in the 
volume of business with each succeeding year. 

In 1905 Mr. Huber was united in marriage with 
Sylvia Watkins, a daughter of William and Susan 
Watkins. Mrs. Huber was born on a farm near 
Bluffton, Ohio, and was there reared and edu- 
cated. There are no children. In his political 
faith Mr, Huber is a Republican, but he has never 
sought political preferment. Both he and Mrs. 
Huber are consistent and valued members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. In his fraternal 
connections Mr. Huber maintains membership 
with the Loyal Order of Moose and the Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks. In every par- 
ticular he measures up to the highest standards 
of citizenship and is not only a well known man 
in this part of the state but he is also one who 
merits and holds the full confidence and respect 
of all who do business with him, for they appre- 
ciate that he is a man of his word. 


Isaac Fosse JuDKINS since leaving the army after 
a clean and efficient record overseas has been 
active in business affairs at Lima, where he is 
president of the Lima Office Supply Company 
and is secretary of the Hoover-Roush Furniture 
Company. 

Mr. Judkins was born near Elida in Marion 
township, Allen county, in 1888, son of William 
J. and Eliza Jane (Baxter) Judkins. In the pa- 
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ternal line-he is Scotch-Irish and through the 
Baxters is of English-Welsh ancestry. The Jud- 
Kins family came to Allen county from Highland 
county when William J. Judkins was six years of 
age. The latter is still living at Lima, but his 
wife died in 1912. The Baxters were also early 
settlers in Allen county, Curtis Baxter being a 
pioneer who helped build that portion of’the old 
Erie Canal near Delphos. 

Isaac F. Judkins, who is popularly known 
among his associates as Dick Judkins, acquired 
a rural school education and attended the Ohio 
Northern University at Ada from 1908 to 1910. 
For several years he gave much of his time to 
the management of his father’s five hundred acre 
farm, but also taught country schools in Marion 
township, teaching three nine-months terms. 
After the death of his mother in 1912 he left the 
farm and came to Lima, where for a year and a 
half he was a salesman in the clothing department 
of the Deisel Company. Also director of the 
Lima Merchandise Company for whom he trav- 
eled about two years. Severing these connections 
he then went on the road as a traveling sales- 
man for the Watterson & Denio Company of 
Rochester, New York, haberdashers, and sold 
their goods in Ohio, southern Michigan and east- 
ern Indiana for seven years. 

From a successful career as a commercial sales- 
man Mr. Judkins entered the army as a private, 
enlisting at Lima July 13, 1917. He was assigned 
to the 37th Division, and three days after his 
enlistment was made a sergeant. He was at Co- 
lumbus from July 14 to August 8, 1917, and was 
trained at Camp Sheridan until June 17, 1918. He 
was then transferred to Camp Upton, New York, 
on June 21st left for Hoboken, and on the 28th 
of June sailed on the steamship Mentor, an Eng- 
lish cattle boat, in a convoy of thirteen vessels 
carrying sixty-four thousand troops, the second 
largest convoy that crossed the waters during the 
war. The fleet encountered one submarine, which 
was sunk, and also one floating mine. He landed 
at Birkenhead, England, July 9, 1918, spent one 
day at Winchester, thence to Southampton and 
crossed the channel on a side wheeler to Le 
Havre. At Beaumont, France, the troops were 
equipped and were then sent direct to the trenches 
in the Lorraine sector. Mr. Judkins was in some 
of the tremendous fighting of the Argonne, for 
twelve days, beginning September 24, 1918, par- 
ticipated in two drives during a period of three 
weeks in the St. Mihiel salient, and thence was 
transferred by motor truck across France to Bel- 
gium, reaching Pessendale Ridge, where he par- 
ticipated in two drives before the signing of the 
armistice on November 11th. He was with troops 
assigned to the Army of Occupation, but event- 
ually was returned to America, leaving Brest on 
March 20, 1919, and landing at Hoboken March 
27th, thence going to Camp Mills on Long Island, 
and on coming west paraded at Columbus and 
received his honorable discharge at Camp Sher- 
idan April 17, 1919. He was in the army nearly 
two years, and completed a clean record with the 
rank of sergeant. Mr. Judkins is a member ot 
Paul Gallagher Post of the American Legion at 
Lima. He is a York and Scottish Rite Mason, 
being affiliated with Lodge No. 214, F. and A. M., 
and the Knight Templar Commandery. He is 
also a member of the Lima Lodge of Elks, the 
Merchants Association, the Kiwanis Club, U. C. 


T.’s, the Wayfarers Club, and the Trinity Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. 

His sister, Mrs. Myrtle Judkins Bliss, is also 
a partner in the Lima Office Supply Company 
and was the oldest child of her parents. She 
acquired a public school education in Allen coun- 
ty, attended Ohio Wesleyan University at Dela- 
ware, and in 1900 was married to Lester L. Bliss 
of Chicago. She has one daughter, Martha Olive, 
During 1905 Mrs. Bliss attended the Chautauqua 
School of Nursing at Jamestown, New York, and 
followed that profession for fifteen years, her ser- 
vices aS a competent nurse being in great demand, 
In March, 1920, she joined her two brothers, 
Isaac F. and J. D: Judkins, and Mr. M. W. Shreves 
in the incorporation of the Lima Office Supply 
Company, a business that has proved very suc- 
cessful, and she has given her time to her duties 
as secretary and treasurer of the corporation. 
Mrs. Bliss taught one term of school in Marion 
township at the age of eighteen. She is a mem- 
ber of the University Club and the Trinity Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. 


JosepH Wuite. The record of the subject of this 
sketch is that of a man who by his own unaided 
efforts has worked his way from a modest begin- 
ning to a position of comfort and influence in 
his community. His life has been one of unceas- 
ing industry and perseverance, and the systematic 
and honorable methods he has followed have won 
for him the unbounded confidence of his fellow 
citizens of Allen county, whose interests he has 
ever had at heart and sought to promote when- 
ever practicable. 

Joseph White, vice president and general man- 
ager of the Lima Brass and Iron Foundry Com- 
pany, was born in New York city in 1850, and is 
of sturdy Irish stock, being the son of Richard 
and Saray (Farley) White. His father was born 
in the parish of Robinstown, county of Meath, 
Ireland, and immigrated to the United States, 
locating in New York city, where he followed his 
vocation, that of a house carpenter, during the 
remainder of his active life. He died in 1864, and 
was survived many years by his widow, whose 
death occurred in 1898. Joseph White received 
his educational training in the Thirty-fifth street 
public school, New York, but at the age of eleven 
years he quit school and became an errand boy 
in a cigar factory. Later he worked in a paper 
mill, and afterward learned the trade of a brass 
molder in the foundry of Jones & Miller. His 
next employment was as a brass molder with the 
Pennsylvania Railroad at Crestline, Ohio, where 
he was employed for twelve years. In 1882 Mr. 
White came to Lima as foreman of shops in the 
brass foundry of the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Day- 
ton Railroad, remaining with that company until 
1907. In the latter year he decided to enter busi- 
ness on his own account and established the Lima 
Brass Foundry Company, his first location being 
at the junction of High street and the C. H. & D. 
tracks. His success was so pronounced and his 
business increased to such an extent that at the 
end of seven years he found it necessary to secure 
a larger location and moved to North Main street, 
where he remained for three years. Recently the 
company has had a modern brick and steel build- 
ing erected at Nos. 220-230 East McKibbin street, 
where they are now established. They are pre- 
pared to make any kind of a casting in brass, iron 
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and aluminum, shipping their products to all parts 
of the United States. They employ thirty-one 
men and the enterprise is considered one of the 
leading plants of its kind in northwestern Ohio. 
In August, 1919, the Lima Brass and Iron Foun- 
dry Company was incorporated, and Mr. White 
became vice president and general manager. 

In 1869 he was married to Emma Coats, of 
Coventry, England, and to them have been born 
eight children, three sons and five daughters: 
Hannah, the wife of John Baker of Phebous, Vir- 
ginia; Sadie, the wife of Dr. Dominic Cantieny of 
Cleveland, Ohio; Harriet, deceased; John T., with 
his father; Mary, the wife of Harry Redrup of 
Cleveland; Joseph White, Jr., deceased; Margar- 
et, the wife of Frank Clay of St. Louis, and Rich- 
ard, who died in infancy. Mrs. White died on 
July 30, 1918, and subsequently Mr. White was 
married to Mrs. Elizabeth Spivey, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Harrison, of Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. 

Politically Mr. White is independent in politics, 
though a strong admirer of William Jennings 
Bryan. During the life of the Populist party he 
was very active in its support, having during his 
youth been inclined to radical ideas on political 
economy. In 1893 he was the nominee of the 
Populist party for county treasurer, and received 
eleven hundred votes in Allen county, five hun- 
dred more votes than were received by his party’s 
candidate for governor. In 1894 he was that 
party’s candidate for Congress and _ received 
twenty-two hundred votes. Mr. White has ever 
held the unequivocal confidence and esteem of 
the people of his community, and those who know 
him well are unstinted in their praise of his gen- 
ial disposition and his excellent qualities of char- 
acter. 


RupotepH F. Kipp is numbered among the indus- 
trious and progressive citizens of Delphos, Ohio, 
where he is serving efficiently as superintendent 
of the Steinle-Delphos Company. He is a man 
of steady habits, reliable opinions and an expert 
workman, so that he has not only gained the con- 
fidence of his employers, but the good will and 
esteem of his fellows as well. 

Rudolph F. Kipp is a native son of the old 
Buckeye state, having been born in Mercer coun- 
ty, Ohio, on the 13th day of May, 1879, and is the 
son of William and Frances (Buschore) Kipp. 
William Kipp was born in Tippecanoe City, Ohio, 
while his wife was born at St. Peter, Mercer coun- 
ty, Ohio, and died on March 4, 1918. She is still 
survived by her husband, who is living in Del- 
phos and following his life vocation, that of a 
carpenter and contractor. They were members 
of St. John’s Catholic Church, and in politics Mr. 
Kipp wuas a supporter of the Democrat party. To 
them were born three children, namely: Rudolph 
F., the subject of this sketch; Joseph, who is a 
bottle foreman in the Steinle-Delphos Company’s 
plant; and Frieda, who is the wife of Henry Smith 
of Lima, Ohio. 

Rudolph F. Kipp’s earliest years were spent in 
his native town of Celina, whence he accompanied 
his parents on their removal to Kansas City, 
where he secured his education in the public 
schools. His first employment was as a clerk in 
the clothing store of the Bruggman Company in 
Kansas City, where he remained for two years, 
after which for eighteen months he worked for 


the Bernheimer Dry Goods Company. Then his 
father removed to a farm at Little Blue, Mis- 
souri, and he gave his attention to farm work for 
two years. Then the family moved to Piqua, 
Ohio, where he obtained employment in a furni- 
ture factory for about six years. At the end of 
that period he came to Delphos and for a time 
worked in a saw mill, later being employed in a 
saloon. He then entered the employ of the Stein- 
le-Delphos Company as an ordinary workman, 
but by faithful and efficient service he was pro- 
moted to foreman, and still later to the superin- 
tendency of the plant, which position he is still 
occupying. 

On April 20, 1909, Mr. Kipp was married to 
Edna Wulfhorst, and they are the parents of four 
children: Edward, Charles (deceased), Robert, 
and one daughter, Ruth Edna. The family are 
members fo the Catholic Church, while in poli- 
tics Mr. Kipp gives his support to the Democratic 
party. He is quiet and unassuming in manner, 
but nevertheless takes a keen interest in public 
affairs, especially as pertaining to the community 
in which he lives, and by his industrious habits 
and excellent personal qualities has attained to 
an excellent position among his fellows. 


BERNARD L. JAUMAN. One of the worthy native 
sons of Allen county is Bernard L. Jauman, a 
progressive business man and the present mayor 
of Delphos, who is easily the peer of any of his 
fellows in the qualities that constitute correct 
manhood and good citizenship. He is what he is 
from natural endowment and self culture, having 
attained his present standing solely through the 
impelling force of his own strong nature. In his 
daily affairs he manifests a generous regard for 
his fellows, and he therefore commands the good 
will of the people of his section of the county. 

Bernard L. Jauman was born in Delphos, Ohio, 
on the 10th day of August, 1876, and is the son 
of Anthony and Crescentia (Graf) Jauman. Both 
of these parents were natives of Germany, where 
they were reared, educated and married. Event- 
ually they emigrated to the United States, land- 
ing here in July, 1859, and coming at once to Del- 
phos, Ohio, where they spent the remainder of 
their lives, Here the father engaged in the dairy 
business, his farm being the present site of the 
San Felice addition to the city of Delphos. He 
was a man of high moral standards and stood 
high in the esteem of his fellows. To him and 
his wife were born eight children, namely: Joseph, 
Rufus, Crescentia, Bernard L., Edward, John, 
Adolph and Anthony, Jr. 

Bernard L. Jauman received his education in 
the German department of the Delphos schools 
and when old enough helped his father operate 
the dairy business until seventeen years of age, 
when he entered the employ of the Krieft Furni- 
ture Store, where he remained three years. He 
then went to Defiance, Ohio, and engaged in the 
furniture and undertaking business on his own 
account, remaining there six years. He entered 
the Cincinnati College of Embalming, where he 
was graduated in 1902, and then engaged in the 
undertaking and funeral directing business in 
Delphos, where he has continued to the present 
time. Owing to his kindly manner, prompt atten- 
tion to business and his expert ability he has 
built up a large business and is probably the 
leader in his line in this locality. 
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Mr. Jauman was married on October 8, 1906, 
to Julia B. Frick, who was born in Benton Har- 
bor, Michigan, on October 8, 1878, and who re- 
ceived her educational training in the public 
schools and a business college of that city. She 
became an expert stenographer and was private 
secretary to the Graham-Morton Boat Company 
of Chicago. To Mr. and Mrs. Jauman have been 
born two daughters, Mary C., born on Decem- 
arr 1907, and Frances R., born on October 6, 

Mr. Jauman and family are members of St. 
Johns Catholic Church, in the work of which they 
are actively interested. Mr. Jauman is secretary 
of the Board of Trustees of this church and served 
efficiently as a member of the building committee 
for the church and school house. Fraternally he 
is a member of the Knights of Columbus and the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and in 
the latter order received distinctive preferment, be- 
ing a.past grand knight of the Grand Lodge. 
Politically he is a Democrat, served as a member 
of the City Council, and in the fall of 1919 was 
elected mayor of Delphos, being the present in- 
cumbent of that office. He has taker a deep in- 
terest in all the affairs of the community affect- 
ing the general welfare, and because of his public 
spirit he has earned the confidence of the people. 
He is especially interested in the Free Clinic 
which has been established at Delphos for the 
free medical treatment of children who need such 
attention, 


Harry H. Hamitton. Having developed an ap- 
preciative patronage among the very best people 
of Allen county, Harry H. Hamilton, a depend- 
able undertaker of Lima, takes pride in that fact 
that he is prepared to render those services which 
are so necessary in the sad hour of bereavement 
in a highly efficient and dignified manner and af- 
ford the conveniences given by a Strictly funeral 
chapel, his being the only one in the county. He 
is a native son of Ohio, having been born in 
Orange township, Hancock county, on April 24, 
1886. His parents, Jonathan and Sarah Ann (An- 
derson) Hamilton, both came of Irish ‘stock, al- 
though both families were founded in the United 
States many generations ago. The representa- 
tives of the Hamilton family have as a general 
rule been agriculturalists. During the war be- 
tween the states Jonathan Hamilton did a man’s 
part in defending the Union as a soldier, and after 
the war was over resumed his peaceful occupa- 
tion of farming. His death occurred in 1906, he 
having survived his wife for six years. They had 
nine children, of whom five were sons and four 
daughters, and there are three sons and three 
daughters still living, of whom Harry H. Hamil- 
ton is the youngest. . 

Reared as any farmer’s son of his day and 
neighborhood, Harry H. Hamilton attended the 
local schools until he was nineteen years old, 
and assisted in the farm work. He then came to 
Lima to take the normal school course, follow- 
ing the completion of which he entered the 
Barnes School of Anatomy and Sanitary Science 
of Embalming at Chicago, from which he was 
graduated in 1908. Having thus prepared him- 
self for what he had decided was to be his life 
work, he came to Lima and spent a year in the 
employ of W. H. Bennett, undertaker. He then 
left Lima and going West to South Haven, Kan- 


sas, went into the undertaking business for him- 
self, and made an excellent record there for pro- 
fessional skill and sympathetic service, but in 
1917 sold his business, returned to Lima, and has 
since then developed into one of the leading fu- 
neral directors of Allen county. Mr, Hamilton 
passed the state examinations for his profession 
in Ohio, Oklahoma and Kansas, and is excep- 
tionally well qualified by training and ability for 
his work. His patrons come to him from a radius 
of twenty-five miles. He is a stockholder in the 
Mid-West Glass Casket Company, and owns a 
forty-acre farm at Sanderson, Texas. 

In 1907 Mr. Hamilton was married to Ora F. 
Kimmel, a daughter of J. W. and Rebecca (Mont- 
gomery) Kimmel, of Bluffton, Allen county, Ohio. 
Mr. and Mrs, Hamilton have one son, Willis Paul, 
a bright lad of twelve years. In his politics Mr. 
Hamilton gives a hearty support to the Repub- 
lican principles and candidates. Fraternally he 
belongs to the Modern Woodmen, the Moose 
and Protected Home Circle. Trinity Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Lima holds his membership 
and benefits by his generous support. It is 
characteristic of Mr. Hamilton that the helpful 
sympathy he expresses in his every act when 
rendering his services is so sincere and heartfelt 
that through it warm friendships are made which 
endure, and he is recognized to be a man of fine 
qualities and one actuated by the highest prin- 
ciples, 


JoHN Herpert JENKINS, M. D. If definite ac- 
complishment in the utilization of subject power 
and ability is to be the criterion of success, than 
Dr. John H. Jenkins, of Delphos, one of the best 
known physicians and surgeons of Allen county, 
certainly has achieved success in one of the 
noblest of callings. Looking into the clear pers- 
pective of his career, there may be seen the 
strong lines of courage, persistence, determina- 
tion and self-confidence—qualities which alone 
work forward to the goal of definite achievement. 

John Herbert Jenkins was born in Gallia coun- 
ty, Ohio, on November 10, 1874, and is the son of 
Dr. Daniel T. and Mary M. (Evans) Jenkins, the 
former a native of Wales and the latter born in 
the United States, though her parents were born in 
Wales. Daniel T. Jenkins was brought to the 
United States by his parents when he was but a 
boy, and he was reared in Gallia county, Ohio, 
where the family located. A few years later they 
moved to Marion township, Allen county, where 
he attained maturity and where he completed his 
public school education in the Leatherwood 
school. He then matriculated in the Eclectic 
Medical College of Cincinnati, where he was 
graduated in 1863, after which he located at Oak 
Hill, Ohio, where he practiced his profession for 
several years. He spent practically the remainder 
of his life in Gallia county, where his death oc- 
curred in 1906. He was a prominent member of 
the Masonic order, in which he was a past master 
of his lodge, and he also took a prominent part 
in political affairs, having served as the treasurer 
of the school board at Centerville for twenty 
years. He was a member of the Calvinistic Meth- 
odist Church. Daniel T. Jenkins married Mary 
M. Evans, the daughter of Thomas and Mar- 
garet Evans, who were among the first Welsh 
settlers of Gallia county, Ohio, having come down 
the Ohio River from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
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Gallipolis was a French town, and the early set- 
tlers there were glad to welcome new comers, 
especally Welsh families. John H. Jenkins’ ma- 
ternal great-grandfather was Esquire Evans, of 
Ty Mawr Llanon, South Wales, while his paternal 
great-grandfather was from Montgomeryshire, 
North Wales. 

John H. Jenkins attended the public and high 
schools of Centerville, Ohio, completing his aca- 
demic studies in the Rio Grande College, after 
which he matriculated in the Eclectic Medical 
College, and was graduated on June 4, 1895, with 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine. At the time 
of his registration as a practitioner he was the 
youngest doctor in active practice in the state of 
Ohio, being but twenty-one years of age at the 
time. He first located at Rushmore, Ohio, where 
he was successfully engaged in the practice for 
twenty-four years, enjoying a wide reputation as 
an able and popular practitioner. In August, 
1919, Doctor Jenkins came to Delphos and has 
since been engaged in practice here, enjoying a 
steadily increasing and representative patronage. 

In 1893 Doctor Jenkins was married to Cath- 
erine Lewis, who also was a student in Rio 
Grande College. To them was born one child, 
who died at the age of fourteen months. Doctor 
and Mrs. Jenkins are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, while politically the Doctor 
gives his support to the Republican party. As 
he has been prospered financially he has invested 
in various enterprises and is now comfortably 
situated in his material affairs. He is the owner 
of three farms in Marion township, aggregating 
260 acres; is a stockholder in the Old National 
Bank at Lima, Ohio; is a stockholder in the Com- 
mercial Bank of Delphos; and in other ways has 
shown a live interest in the welfare and develop- 
ment of the community. He gives his support 
to every enterprise of a worthy benevolent na- 
ture and is numbered among the most public- 
spirited men of his county. Professionally he is 
a member of the Northwest Eclectic Medical So- 
ciety, is a member and was formerly president -of 
the Ohio State Eclectic Medical Society, and is 
a member of the National Eclectic Medical So- 
ciety, as well as the Putnam County Medical So- 
ciety. Personally the Doctor is genial and un- 
assuming, and by his gracious manner and high 
qualities of character he has won and retains the 
esteem and confidence of the entire community. 


J. A. MILLER is well known among the farmers of 
Allen county through his enterprise as a stock 
dealer at Spencerville. He has bought and sold 
stock in the local markets many years, a business 
that his father also followed, and the Millers are 
an old and prominent family in Allen county ag- 
riculture. 

J. A. Miller was born in Amanda township De- 
cember 7, 1856, son of Henry and Elizabeth 
(Baber) Miller, His father was also a native of 
Allen county, while his mother was born in Vir- 
ginia and was a small girl when her parents came 
to Allen county. Henry Miller and wife were 
married by Rev. William Moorman, and at once 
located on a farm in Amanda township. While 
he bore the reputation of an industrious farmer, 
Henry Miller was best known as a stock dealer 
and carried on that business from early manhood 
until his death. He was a good business man and 
accumulated a large estate, comprising at one 


time thirteen hundred acres. He was a Demo- 
crat, served as township treasurer, and he and 
hig wife were members of the Christian Church. 
They moved to Delphos, lived there several years 
and then went to Spencerville, where the mother 
died. The father afterward removed to Delphos and 
spent his last days there. Of ten children six 
are still living: Minerva J., wife of John T. Van- 
dervert, of Frankfort, Indiana; J. A. Miller; John 
H. Miller, of Allen county; R. N. Miller, of Buf- 
falo, New York; Charity J., wife of Frank Schu- 
feldt, of Kokomo, Indiana; and C. B. Miller, of 
Spencerville. J. A. Miller’s. early education was 
supplied by the district schools of Amanda town- 
ship. While growing up on his father’s farm 
there he also received a training under the elder 
Miller in buying and handling stock, and that to- 
gether with farming has given him abundance of 
opportunity to exercise his abilities and skill. 

April 6, 1877, Mr. Miller married Catherine E. 
Layman. They are the parents of a family of 
seven children: Mary E., wife of Lewis Young; 
Bessie B., wife of Griffith Thomas; Myrtle, un- 
married; Icie D., wife of Carl Werner; Mabel, 
wife of Virgil Sheldon; William and Evaline. Mr. 
Miller is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias 
Lodge, is a Democrat politically and was elected 
and served one term as a member of the Board 
of Commissioners of Allen county, making a 
creditable record in that office, as he has done in 
all other relations whether of a private business 
or a public nature. He is now a member of the 
Town Council of Spencerville. 

Catherine E. Layman, his wife, was born in 
Marion township, Allen county, at the home of 
her parents, seven miles southeast of Delphos. 
She is the daughter of John A. and Mary (Miller) 
Layman, her mother also a native of Allen coun- 
ty. Her brothers and sisters were George, 
Joseph, Abram J., Mary A., Anna, Almina and 
William. Mrs. Miller being the oldest of the fam- 
ily had little opportunity to get an education be- 
yond the commen schools. She has been a very 
fine home maker and has given the very best 
yeaks of her life to the training of her own chil- 

ren, 


GrorGE HENNE. Probably the oldest business 
house in Spencerville operated continuously by 
one family is the firm of Henne & Son, dealers 
in harness and automobile accessories. While the 
automobile end belongs to modern times, as a 
harness shop it has been a feature of the business 
activities of Spencerville for more than half a 
century, 

The veteran founder of the business, who only 
recently retired, is Gale Henne, who was born in 
Germany February 2, 1848. Ten years later he 
came with his parents to the United States, grew 
up in Marion county, Ohio, learned his trade as 
a harness maker in the city of Marion, and mov- 
ing to Spencerville in 1869 opened a shop of his 
own. He followed his trade, looked after the 
shop, built up the business, and was a steady 
worker until he had rounded out half a century 
in his line, when he very properly shifted the 
burdens to younger shoulders and is now enjoy- 
ing the fruits of a well spent life. On April 27, 
1872, Gale Henne married Catherine Smith, who 
was born in Delaware county, Ohio, in April, 
1854. Mr. and Mrs. Henne after thei: marriage 
began housekeeping in a place nearly opposite 
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the site of the present business. Subsequently 
he built a dwelling on Canal street, and that is 
still the family home. Mrs. Henne died in 1886, 
the mother of eight children, six of whom lived 
to cherish her memory: George; Estella, unmar- 
ried and at home; Daisy, wife of F. F. Fryer, of 
Mercer county, Ohio; Annetta, at home; Mar- 
garet, wife of H. M. Bowles, of Mercer county; 
and Milo, who is still at home. Three of the 
daughters, Annetta, Daisy and Margaret, are 
graduates of high school. 

George Henne, who now carries the chief re- 
sponsibilities of the firm Henne & Son, was born 
at Spencerville April 12, 1882. He grew up in 
his native town, attended both the grammar and 
high schools, and made himself proficient in the 
same trade as his father, During the last twelve 
or thirteen years he has supplied much of the 
energy to the conduct of the business, and has 
had the satisfaction of seeing it grow and expand. 
Mr. Henne is also a very popular member of the 
community. He is a partner in the Spencerville 
Realty Company, is a Democrat, and a member 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

In April, 1905, he married Miss Clara Eisley, 
who was born in Auglaize county, Ohio, in 1880 
and was educated in the public schools of that 
county. They have two daughters, both attend- 
ing school, Dorothy and Lois. 


N. Ermer Tuomas. Beginning work as a boy 
with responsibilities in advance of his age, through a 
long apprenticeship serving and learning, N. El- 
mer Thomas eventually reached a plane of inde- 
pendence in business, and as a member of the 
firm of the Evans & Thomas Hardware Com- 
pany is identified with one of the leading con- 
cerns in Lima. 

He was born in Lima January 24, 1872, son of 
Louis and Margaret (Jones) Thomas. Both his 
father and mother were of Welsh parentage, and 
the families first settled at Dayton. Louis Thom- 
as and wife spent all their lives in Lima, where he 
died in 1888 and his wife in 1908. 

N. Elmer Thomas was the seventh in a family 
of eight children. He was able to attend schooi 
regularly to the age of sixteen, and then on ac- 
count of his father’s death became a wage earner 
and worked for a time driving an express wagon. 
Not long afterward he began his apprenticeship 
at the hardware trade as a handy man for Ewing 
& Emrick, hardware merchants in the Holmes 
Block. He spent sixteen years with that firm, 
and when he left them he was head salesman. 
Another old time employe was E. A. Evans, who 
had been with the firm for twenty-two years. In 
1907 these two men joined forces and established 
a hardware business of their own in the Metro- 
politan Block under the name Evans & Thomas. 
They have had the satisfaction of seeing their 
business grow and prosper steadily through suc- 
cessive years, and now have a large trade both 
in the city and over a country district twenty-five 
miles around. 

Mr. Thomas is also interested in many other 
lines of business. He is a Republican and 1s 
affiliated with Lima Lodge of Elks. In 1906 he 
married Miss Rowena Knox, daughter of John 
and Margaret Knox, of Lima. 


Anprew J. Boyp who has had a long and note- 
worthy experience as a merchant and oil producer 


both in Pennsylvania and Ohio has for a quarter of 
a century been a resident of Spencerville and in 
years past has had his share in the development of 
oil territory in this part of Ohio. 

Mr. Boyd was born in Mercer county, Penn- 
sylvania, February 11, 1855, son of Joseph and 
Nancy (Weese) Boyd. His father a native of 
County Cork, Ireland, came to America when a 
young man and spent the rest of his active life 
on a farm in Mercer county, Pennsylvania. He 
was married in Mercer county, though his wife 
was a native of Greene county, Pennsylvania. For 
many years he was closely identified with the 
Methodist Church and in politics was a Republi- 
can. Of his seven children five reached mature 
years, but only two are now living, William D. 
of Butler county, Pennsylvania, and Andrew J. 

Andrew J. Boyd spent his boyhood on his 
father’s farm in Mercer county, and was edu- 
cated in the country schools. In 1874 at the age 
of nineteen he left the farm and in the subsequent 
forty-five years has had a great variety of busi- 
ness experience and achievements. For three 
years he was employed as a clerk in a general 
store at North Washington in Butler county. He 
then engaged in business for himself in Clarion 
county, handling groceries and feeds for five 
years. Selling out he continued in the same line 
at North Clarendon in Warren county, Pennsyl- 
vania, and was a factor in the business life of that 
town for ten years. In 1892 Mr. Boyd having 
disposed of his interests in Warren county be- 
came a wholesale lumber merchant on Fourth 


‘avenue in Pittsburg. 


From Pittsburg he transferred his residence to 
Spencerville, Ohio, in 1895. His chief work since 
then has been.as an oil producer and contractor 
in oil fields. He has experienced the various 
vicissitudes of men in this industry, but the final 
summary of results show him strongly on the 
credit side of prosperity, and at this writing is 
the only active oil producer remaining in Spen- 
cerville. He is also interested in some valuable 
il properties in Van Wert and Mercer counties, 

hio. 

Mr. Boyd married Lida Morten, who was reared 
on a farm midway between Fort Wayne and De- 
catur, Indiana. While not a member Mr. Boyd 
is a liberal supporter of church activities. He is 
a Past Grand of Deep Cut Lodge No. 311, Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, is also Past Chief 
Patriarch of the Encampment, has sat in the 
Grand Lodge, and he and his wife are members 
of the Rebekahs, while politically a Republican, 
his vote has always been for men of efficiency 
in township, county and state, regardless of party 
affiliation. 


GerorcrE A. Lutz. Some of the best land of Allen 
county is in Amanda township, so there also are 
found some of the best and most progressive 
farmers. One of them is George A. Lutz, pro- 
prietor of the Riverside Farm of 147 acres, lo- 
cated six and a half miles northeast of Spencer- 
ville. Mr. Lutz has made good in every sense 
of the word, has built up and developed a fine 
farm, and has responded to many demands upon 
his time and influence to help in matters of gen- 
eral good to the community. 

Mr. Lutz was born in Amanda township Aug- 
ust 26, 1856, a son of John and Betsy A. Lutz. 
His parents were married in Fairfield county, 
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Ohio, and about 1854 settled in Allen county, 
where they lived out their lives. Politically he 
was a Republican. In their family were four 
children: Sarah J., deceased; William M. and 
Samuel, both of Amanda township, the latter on 
the old homestead; and George A 

With his early life spent on the homestead 
George A. Lutz acquired a good education in the 
local schools, and did his part on the home farm 
until he reached his majority. For six summers 
he worked out by the month, and for about a 
year lived in Iowa. He returned to Ohio to 
claim his bride Iona May, and they lived in lowa 
for about a year after their marriage. On re- 
turning to Ohio they bought the farm where they 
have since lived. On this farm Mr. Lutz’s en- 
ergies have registered a very successful showing 
and out of his prosperity he has been able to take 
an interest in other enterprises. He is a partner 
and owner of a third interest in the elevator at 
Southworth. For many years Mr. Lutz has been 
a breeder of Aberdeen Angus cattle. ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Lutz reared a large family, eight 
of their children reaching mature years. Their 
daughter Carrie M. is deceased. The living chil- 
dren are: Iva, wife of Otis Barnt; Irvin W., a 
fireman on the Erie railroad; Alarty Clayton, de- 
ceased, was employed by the Government, died 
April 16, 1921; Dexter N., was a teacher in the 
University of Tennessee, after which he took up 
aviation in which he spent two years and was in 
the aviation section during the war, receiving his 
training at Columbus, Ohio, and was ready to go 
across when the armistice was signed; he is now in 
Corea, China; Walter W., who was also regis- 
tered in the classified draft; Mildred, wife of Carl 
Baxter, who was a teacher in public schools; 
and Zelma, who after graduating from high school] 
was a teacher and is now a student in the Ohio 
Northern University at Ada. The family are 
active members of the Zion Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Mr. Lutz is a Past Master of Marion 
Grange and politically a Republican voter. 


JoHN Epwarp McPHERON 1s a machinist by trade, 
and is now senior partner of McPheron, Shaw 
& Hutchinson, proprietors of the Superior Vul- 
canizing & Tire Company at 129 West Spring 
street in Lima. 

Mr. McPheron is a native son of Allen county, 
born in Bath township, a son of IJ. B. and Della 
(Burden) McPheron. He grew up on a farm, 
acquired a country school education, and for a 
short time worked as a farm hand. He then came 
to Lima and served an apprenticeship of four 
years at the machnist’s trade in the Lima Loco- 
motive Works, after which he was a journeyman 
five years in Cleveland, Akron and Toledo. Dur- 
ing the war and until November, 1919, he was a 
machinist at Newport, Rhode Island, at the 
Torpedo Station. Returning to Lima, he joined 
Carl B. Shaw and Robert Ross Hutchinson in 
establishing the present flourishing business of 
the Superior Vulcanizing & Tire Company. This 
firm has the exclusive agency in Allen county for 
the Mason tires, and does a very large business 
in repairing. 

Mr. McPheron is an independent voter, and 
is affiliated with the Masonic Lodge in Rhode 
Island and with the Loyal Order of Moose at 
Akron. He is a member of the Auto Trades As- 
sociation. 


Joun H. Sneary. During the past several years 
one of the increasingly important factors in realty 
circles of Lima has been the new firm of Hulli- 
barger & Sneary, which in keeping pace with the 
growth of this community has contributed largely 
toward the advantageous disposal of property 
and the honorable and satisfactory transaction 
of business upon a large scale. While he has 
been variously employed during a somewhat ac- 
tive and varied career, John H. Sneary, junior 
member of this concern, has always been interest- 
ed in the real estate business, although it has not 
been until recently that he has had the oppor- 
tunity of realizing its full advantages or of test- 
ing his own abilities in this field of endeavor. 

Mr. Sneary was born at Vaughnsville, Putnam 
county, Ohio, January 4, 1872, a son of Henry 
Shafer and Sarah (Delaney) Sneary, and comes 
of German-Irish ancestry. His paternal grand- 
father, John Henry Sneary, went from Pennsyl- 
vania, the original family home, to Kalida, Put- 
nam county, in which community he spent the 
rest of his life in agricultural pursuits, in the 
meantime rearing a family. Henry S. Sneary was 
born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and began his 
career as a farmer, but later became a contractor 
on public works at Vaughnsville, where he died 
February 2, 1914, being survived by his widow. 

The fourth in order of birth in a family of 
eight children, John H. Sneary attended the pub- 
lic schools of Vaughnsville until he was sixteen 
years of age and then became his father’s asso- 
ciate in the cultivation of the home farm, Leaving 
home at the age of seventeen years, he worked 
on other farms for one year, and then, like other 
country youths, was attracted by railroading and 
joined a construction train gang in the service of 
the Pittsburgh, Akron & Western Railroad, with 
which he was connected for one year. In this 
way he became connected with the business of 
contracting and ditching roads, which he fol- 
lowed tor himself at Vaughnsville for one and 
one-half years, then becoming a trained nurse, 
a vocation which he continued for six years. Mr. 
Sneary then became a detective in the employ of 
the Northern Ohio Railroad, and remained as 
such until he decided to give his entire attention 
to the realty business. 

For some years he had been interested in the 
possibilities attaching to real estate and had op- 
erated on a small scale at Lima and in the vicin- 
ity. In 1919, when he took up his permanent resi- 
dence at Lima, he embarked in the realty busi- 
ness with the firm of Walker, Hullibarger & 
Sneary, which has since become Hullibarger & 
Sneary, rapidly becoming one of the important 
concerns of its kind at Lima and operating with- 
in a radius of 100 miles of this city. The suc- 
cess which Mr. Sneary has achieved augurs the 
possession of worth-while and reliable business 
qualities. He is independent in politics, voting 
for the man rather than the party. As a frater- 
nalist he belongs to the Elks, the Red Men and 
the Eagles. Mr. Sneary has never married, 


AuGust CHRISTIAN KETTLER, senior member of the 
firm of Kettler Brothers, butchers, is one of the 
substantial and highly respected men of Lima. 
He was born in Shelby county, Ohio, on Feb- 
ruary 24, 1870, a son of Gottlieb and Matilda 
(Dorma) Kettler, and grandson of Christian Ket- 
tler, who came to the United States from Ger- 
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many, settling at New Bremen, Ohio, but later 
moved to Kettlerville, Ohio, named in his honor 
because of his prominence as a Shelby county 
farmer and public-spirited citizen. He had six 
sons and one daughter, and of these children 
Gottlieb Kettler was the fourth son. 

Gottlieb Kettler was a farmer of Shelby county 
and was also engaged in milling, and later went 
to Auglaize county, and was there engaged in 
farming at the time of his death in 1877, when 
he was forty years old. His widow survived him 
many years, dying in 1918. Of their seven chil- 
dren August Christian Kettler is the fourth in 
order of birth. ° ; 

Until he was fourteen years old August Chris- 
tian Kettler attended the district schools of Van 
Buren township, Shelby county, for a few months 
each winter, but after that assumed the respon- 
sibilities of a grown man and conducted the home 
farm of 115 acres until he was twenty-nine years 
old. In 1898 he came to Lima and for the first 
six months of his residence in this city he was a 
trackwalker for the Lake Erie Railroad freight 
house. He then bought an established grocery 
store on Metcalf and Kibbe streets, and con- 
ducted it for eighteen years, when he sold it and 
became an employe of Hamisher Brothers, groc- 
ers, remaining with this concern for fourteen 
years, and making an acquaintance which was to 
afterward prove of great value to him. During 
all of his time he saved his money, and was able 
to invest it in a department store, but unfor- 
tunately his associates in the business lacked good 
judgment, and he lost by this venture. With the 
dogged determination which is a part of his na- 
ture, Mr. Kettler went right to work again so as 
to gain a new start, being in the employ of the 
grocery house of Jacob Piper for six months, and 
then embarked in his present business in part- 
nership with H. A. Hamisher and Leo Walters, 
under the firm name of Hamisher, Kettler Com- 
pany. Subsequently Mr. Kettler bought the in- 
terest of Mr. Hamisher, and for two years the 
name was Kettler & Walters, at the exipration 
of which time William T. Kettler, a brother of 
August Christian Kettler, bought the interest of 
Mr. Walters and the present firm was organized. 
The brothers have a first-class market and enjoy 
a fine trade. In addition to his store Mr. Kettler 
has other interests and has invested quite ex- 
tensively in Lima realty. ; 

In 1900 Mr. Kettler was united in marriage with 
Elizabeth Hamisher, a daughter of Henry Ham- 
isher, of Shelby county, Ohio, and they have one 
child: Merlin Edward, who was born on July 8, 
1902. A man of decided opinions, Mr. Kettler 
prefers to select his own candidates and is an 
independent voter. He belongs to the Elks and 
the Merchants Association, and is popular with 
his business associates and fraternal brothers. 
Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Lima gives him 
a medium for the expression of his religious faith, 
and he has long been a valued member of its 
congregation, .Essentially Mr. Kettler is a busi- 
ness man, and he naturally views matters from 
that standpoint, but he is broad enough to rec- 
ognize that unless a community and its people 
keep abreast of the times progress is uncertain, 
and therefore practical movements for the better- 
ment of civic conditions have always found in 
him an effective supporter and generous contribu- 
tor, but he is not in favor of visionary schemes 


which are liable to result in a waste of the tax- 
payers money without giving them an adequate 
return, 


HersertT L, Armstronc, Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine at Lima, was a, lieutenant in the Off- 
cers Reserve Corps during the World war, and 
has a wide experience in the Government service 
and in private practice of his profession. 

Dr. Armstrong was born on a farm near Jef- 
fersonville, Fayette county, Ohio, and lived in a 
country district of that county to the age of four- 
teen. He is a son of Albert and Alice (Under- 
wood) Armstrong. He acquired his early edu- 
cation in the Jefferson High School, and in 1915 
graduated with the degree D. V. M. from the 
Ohio State University. For a year and a half he 
practiced at Sabina, Ohio, and then became a 
veterinary inspector for the Government in De- 
cember, 1916, His duties for nine months were 
in the plants of Armour & Company in Chicago, 
after which for a year he was at Dayton, Ohio, 
in the plant of the Henry Burkhardt Packing 
Company. July 16, 1918, he enlisted in the Vet- 
erinary Corps of the United States Army at 
Columbus, receiving the rank of second lieuten- 
ant in the Officers’ Reserve Corps. He was on 
duty at Camp Sherman for eleven months and 
one day, getting his honorable discharge June 17, 
1917. He then re-entered Government service 
as field inspector for the Bureau of Animal In- 
dustry at Charleston, West Virginia, holding that 
post from June 23, 1919, to April 1, 1920. Since 
then he has been at Lima engaged in general vet- 
erinary practice and also as field veterinarian for 
the Smylie Serum Company of Omaha, the larg- 
est manufacturers in the United States of anti- 
hog cholera serum. 

Dr. Armstrong married Miss Bessie Stout, of 
Piqua, Ohio. He is a Democrat in politics, is a 
thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason, a mem- 
ber of the Lodge at Sabina, and belongs to the 
Indiana Consistory. He is a member of Alpha 
Psi veterinary fraternity at the Ohio State Uni- 
versity, and a member of the Ohio State Veterin- 
ary Medical Association, He has a five year com- 
mission as first lieutenant in the Officers’ Re- 
serve Corps. 


JEssE Epcar CocHRAN. Conspicuous among the 
representative citizens of Lima and Allen county 
is the gentleman whose name forms the caption 
to these paragraphs. He has made his influence 
felt for good in his community, his life having 
been closely interwoven with its history for a 
number of years. His efforts for the material 
advancement of this locality and the well regu- 
lated life he has led have gained for him the re- 
spect and admiration of all with whom he has 
come into contact. 

Jesse Egar Cochran, superintendent of lines 
and substations of the Ohio Electric Railway, was 
born at New Albany, Indiana, on March 17, 1868, 
and is the son of Dr. Samuel A. and Catherine 
(Moore) Cochran. Mr. Cochran is of sturdy old 
Scotch stock, his paternal great-grandfather and 
two brothers having imigrated from near Edin- 
borough, Scotland, to the United States, settling 
first in Pennsylvania, and later moving to Ken- 
tucky. The great-grandfather was a physician, 
being a graduate of the University of Chicago. 
His father, Mr. Cochran’s great-great-grand- 
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‘father, held the chair of medicine in the Uni- 
versity of Edinborough, and it is noteworthy that 
in each generation of the family down to Jesse 
E. Cochran, the oldest son in each family fol- 
lowed the vocation of Medicine. The grand- 
father, true to the family tradition, took up the 
vocation of medicine in Kentucky, moving to 
New Albany, Indiana, after his marriage. Sam- 
uel A. Cochran was a graduate of the Louisville 
(Ky.) Medical College and was a successful and 
popular practitioner up to the time of his death, 
which occurred in 1915. His widow died in the 
following year. Of the seven children born to 
them the subject of this review is the eldest. 

Jesse N. Cochran received his educational 
training in the public and high schools of New 
Albany, Indiana, after which he taught school for 
three terms in the country districts near New 
Albany. He then attended the State Normai 
School at Terre Haute, Indiana, taking the teach- 
ers’ course. He also gave the greater part of his 
leisure time to the study of engineering and clec- 
tricity, in both of which subjects he had a great 
interest. He entered the employ of the Clover 
Leaf Railroad at Charleston, Illinois, as foreman 
of car repairs, remaining there about one and a 
half years, and then for a time he was interested 
in construction and electrical work as a contract- 
or, with headquarters at New Albany. Later he 
went to Elwood, Indiana, where he was similarly 
engaged, becoming superintendent of construc- 
tion for the Elwood Mining and Construction 
Company. During 1900-1904 he had a part in the 
construction of the Wabash River Traction Com- 
pany and had charge of the line after its comple- 
tion. He then entered the employ of the Ohio 
Electric Railway as foreman of lines and sub-sta- 
tions, and had charge of the construction of the 
electrical equipment of the line, first on the Lima- 
Fort Wayne division, then on the Toledo, Spring- 
field and Defiance divisions. He has immediate 
charge of the most important phase of the opera- 
tion of the road and has made a splendid record 
in his present position. Since 1918 Mr. Cochran 
has acted as instructor in electricity in the Smith- 
Hughes Night School at Lima, and he also taught 
a preparatory class in electricity as a part of the 
war training work with the class of 1918. 

Politically Mr. Cochran gives his support to the 
Republican party, and he is a member of the First 
Christian Church of Lima. Fraternally he is a 
member of the Free and Accepted Masons, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and 
the Loyal Order of Moose. He also belongs to 
the Ohio State Electric Light Association, the 
Central Electric Railways Association, and the 
Lima Rotary Club. 

In 1897 Mr. Cochran was married to Cora Wil- 
lia, the daughter of William and Martha Willis, 
of New Albany, Indiana, and to them have been 
born the following children: John William, of 
Toledo; Earl A., of Toledo; Elmer A., of Lima; 
Jesse E., Charles Elbert, Thomas Willis and 
Catherine Cora. In his chosen field of endeavor 
Mr. Cochran has attained splendid success and a 
high reputation, his services being duly recog- 
nized and appreciated by all familiar with his 
work. He has also proved an honorable member 
of the body politic, rising in the confidence and 
esteem of the public, and in every relation of life 
easily ranking with his compeers in all things 
affecting the life of the community. 


CiareENcE Fioyp Butturrr. Allen county, Ohio, 
enjoys a high reputation because of the high 
order of her citizenship, and none of her citizens 
occupy a more enviable position in the esteem of 
his fellows than the gentleman whose name ap- 
pears at the head of this sketch. A residence 
here of many years has given his fellows a full 
opportunity to observe him in the various lines 
of activity in which he has engaged, and his pres- 
ent high standing is due solely to the honorable 
and upright course he has pursued. As a repre- 
sentative citizen of his community he is eminently 
entitled to representation in a work of this char- 
acter. 

Clarence Floyd Butturff was born at Sulphur 
Springs, Crawford county, Ohio, in 1882, and he 
is the eldest of the five children who were born 
to Rev. D. H. and Jennie Elizabeth (Sly) But- 
turff. On the paternal side he is descended from 
old Pennsylvania Dutch stock, the family having 
been established in this country since the days of 
early settlement in the state of Pennsylvania, 
while on the maternal side he inherits English 
and Swiss blood, the Sly family having long been 
established in Wood county, Ohio. Rev. D. H. 
Butturff was a well-known and successful min- 
ister of the Evangelical Church. Clarence F. But- 
turff received his educational training in the com- 
mon schools of his native county, which he at- 
tended during the winter months until seventeen 
years of age. He then worked as a hired man on 
reighboring farms until he was twenty-three 
years of age, when he came to Lima and went to 
work in the frame departmnt of the Lima Loco- 
motive Works, where he remained for a year and 
a half. Then for five months he was employed 
as a salesman in J. J. Ewing’s hardware store at 
Lima, but at the end of that time again took up 
farming, working for eight months on farms in 
Logan and Auglaize townships. Again he came 
to Lima and entered the employ of Mr. Ewing, 
with whom he remained for about eighteen 
months, or untii Mr. Ewing sold out. Then for 
six and a half years he was employed as a sales- 
man with the Lima Hardware Company, and at 
the end of that time he formed a partnership with 
J. W. Zerkel, under the firm name of Zerkel and 
Butturff, and engaged in the feed business, first 
at No. 119 South Spring street and later at their 
present location at the Market House. Under 
the name of the Market House Mills they have 
conducted a large and prosperous business, which 
has steadily grown in volume until they are now 
one of the best-known firms in their line in this 
community. 

Mr. Butturff was married in 1904 to Mary Jane 
Zerkel, a sister of his business partner and the 
daughter of Michael Lafayette and Margaret 
(Pierson) Zerkel, of Lima. To them have been 
born four children, Harold Cloyd, Clyde David, 
Dorothy Marie and Claire Eugene. 

Politically Mr. Butturff gives his earnest sup- 
port to the Democratic party, and for eight years 
has been a member of the election board of Pre- 
cinct C in the Sixth Ward of Lima. He and his 
wife are earnest members of Grace Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and give their support to 
every worthy benevolent movement. Personally 
Mr. Butturff is a man of generous impulses and 
genial disposition, and has won a host of warm 
and loyal friends. He is numbered among the 
enterprising and wide-awake merchants of Lima 
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aug occupies an enviable position among his fel- 
ows. 


ArTHUR Maurice Gace. A man boldly faces the 
responsibilities of life and by determined and 
untiring energy carves out for himself an honor- 
able success exerts a potent influence on others. 
Such men constitute the foundation of our re- 
public institutions and are the spice of our civili- 
zation. Their lives are bound up in their duties, 
they feel the weight of their citizenship, and to 
them life is so real that they find no time to plot 
either mischief or vice. 

Arthur M. Gage, stock keeper for the Lake 
Erie & Western Railroad at Lima, was born at 
Berea, Ohio, on September 10, 1883, and is the 
second in order of birth of the three children born 
to Robert D. and Clara (Gassner) Gage, who 
were of Yankee-English stock, many generations 
of the family having lived in America. Mr. 
Gage’s father was for many years a railroad man, 
having worked thirty-two years for the Lake 
Shore & Michigan Southern road, but he and his 
wife are now living in Lima. Arthur M. Gage 
secured his education in the public schools at 
Collinwood, Cuyahoga county, Ohio, where he at- 
tended until sixteen years of age. He then went 
to work for a hardware store in Cleveland, where 
he remained three years. His duties were those 
of stock clerk, and during this period he made 
himself an expert in that line of work. He then 
entered the employ of the New York Central 
Railroad at Cleveland as a shipper, and one year 
later was made a shipping clerk, holding this 
position also a year. He was then made stock 
clerk in the general store house in Cleveland, 
from which position he was promoted to foreman 
of the general store house, holding that position 
four years. He was then appointed stock keeper 
for the Lake Erie & Western Railroad at Alliance, 


Ohio, where he remained for six months, followed . 


by a year’s service in the same capacity with the 
New York Central at Englewood, Illinois, He 
was then transferred to Elkhart, Indiana, as 
traveling stock keeper for the New York Central, 
but a year later was sent to Collinwood, Ohio, as 
foreman of the general store house. A year later 
he returned to Englewood, Illinois, in the same 
capacity, but in June, 1912, he came to Lima as 
stock keeper for the Lake Erie & Western road, 
a position which he is still filling. He long ago 
demonstrated his efficiency and capability in the 
important line of work to which he has applied 
himself, and he stands high in the estimation of 
the officials under whom he has worked. 

Mr. Gage was married to Edith N. Mussen, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Mussen, of 
Cleveland, and they are the parents of two chil- 
dren, Ruth Edythe and Arthur Dale. Mr, Gage 
is a member of the Railway Stock-keepers As- 
sociation and of the American Railway Associa- 
tion. He is a modest and unassuming man, faith- 
fully performing to the best of his ability the 
duties of life as he sees them, and because of his 
excellent qualities of character and genial dispo- 
sition he enjoys a well-merited popularity among 
all who know him. 


Guy Sersotp. One of the younger business men 
of Lima, in all his relationships and activities 
Guy Seibold has earned the confidence and trust 
of his employers and associates, and for the last 


several years has been identified with the Lima 
branch of the Ohio Hide and Tallow Company. 

Mr. Seibold was born at Lima August 5, 1885, 
a son of Andrew Jackson and Mary (Shultz) 
Seibold. His parents were both natives of Allen 
county and his grandfather, John Seibold, was 
of Scotch parentage. Andrew J. Seibold for many 
years was a popular barber in Lima, and died in 
that city January 23, 1920, His widow is still 
living at 227 Calumet avenue. 

Guy Seibold grew up in his native city, attend- 
ed the public schools, and at the age of seventeen 
went to work in a grocery store. He remained in 
that service for seven years, and then for nine 
months was a fireman with the Detroit, Toledo 
and Ironton Railroad. On leaving the railroad 
he entered the service of the Watson Cement & 
Coal Company, and left that in December, 1918, 
to become purchasing agent and bookkeeper for 
the Lima branch of the Ohio Hide & Tallow 
Company, the agent and manager of which is 
Philip Bucher. This is one of the largest organi- 
zations in the middle west handling hides, fur, 
wool, tallow and pelts, the home office being at 
Marion, Ohio. 

Mr. Seibold married Miss Gertrude Worst on 
September 23, 1916. She was born at Chicago, 
Illinois. They have one daughter, Mabel, born 
April 2, 1918, Mr. Seibold was reared in the 
United Brethren Church and politically he casts 
his vote as an independent. 


SAMUEL E. CrousHorN. One of the industrious 
and enterprising young merchants of Lima, Sam- 
uel E. Croushorn has started out in life with fair 
prospects for a prosperous future, his energy, 
ability and excellent business tact being sure to 
win him success in any line of industry. The 
third child in succession of birth of the five chil- 
dren born of the union of George and Elizabeth 
(Homel) Croushorn, he was born on a farm in 
Rockingham county, Virginia, his birth occurring 
in 1887, in the month of January. His grandfather 
Croushorn imigrated from England to the United 
States, and having taken up land in Virginia was 
there a tiller of the soil during the remainder of 
his years. A farmer by occupation, George 
Croushorn spent his entire life in Virginia, dying 
there while yet in manhood’s prime. His widow 
survived him and is still a resident of Rocking- 
ham county, Virginia. 

As a boy and youth Samuel E. Croushorn at- 
tended the winter terms of the rural schools of 
his native county, but during seed time and har- 
vest assisted his father on the home plantation. 
Beginning the battle of life on his own account 
at the age of nineteen years, he made his way to 
Lima, Allen county, Ohio, where he obtained 
work on the Lake Erie Railway. During the next 
seven years, while employed in different places, 
he learned the blacksmith’s trade, becoming quite 
skillfull in that work. Subsequently securing a 
position with Gladwell & Crossley, repairers of 
bicycles and motorcycles, he remained with that 
firm four years, learning the business thoroughly. 

Mr. Croushorn then, in company with a friend, 
opened a bicycle repair shop on East Spring 
street, Lima, and as junior member of the firm 
of Marshall & Croushorn there carried on busi- 
ness for a year. Moving then to his present lo- 
cation, 237-9 South Main street, the company 
continued the business for eighteen months, 
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building up a good patronage. Mr. Croushorn 
then bought his partner’s interest in the busi- 
ness, and has since conducted it alone. In addi- 
tion to his repair work he deals in both the 
Columbia and Excelsior bicycles, and carries a 
general line of sporting goods, his trade being 
extensive and rapidly increasing, 

Mr. Croushorn married in 1912 Hazel Ashton, 
a daughter of William F. and Anna Ashton, and 
they have one child, Dora Belle Croushorn. 


James Foster Wuirte. There could be no more 
comprehensive history written of a city or coun- 
ty, or even of a state and its people, than that 
which deals with the life work of those who by 
their own endeavor and indomitable energy have 
placed themselves where they well deserve the 
title of “progressive,’ and in this sketch will be 
found the record of one who has not only refused 
to be subdued by obstacles but has made them 
stepping stones to higher things, and at the same 
time that he was winning his way in the mate- 
rial affairs of life has gained a reputation for up- 
rightness and honor. 

James Foster White, head of the Holland Fur- 
nace Company at Lima, Ohio, was born in Darke 
county, Ohio, in 1890, and is the son of J. A. and 
Lillian L. (Jenks) White. He is descended from 
sterling old Pennsylvania-Dutch stock, his pa- 
ternal great-grandfather having driven through 
from the Keystone state to Darke county, Ohio, 
where he obtained a tract of Government land, 
which he cleared and developed into a good farm, 
He was a successful farmer there for many years 
and his descendants have mainly followed the 
same vocation. The subject’s parents are now re- 
tired from active labor and are living at New 
Paris, Ohio. Of the five children who blessed 
their union the subject of this sketch is the fourth 
in order of birth. He received his educational 
training in the schools of district No. 10, Darke 
county, which he attended during the winter 
months until sixteen years of age, the summer 
months being spent in work on his father’s farm. 
He remained at home until nineteen years of age, 
when he went to work for the Westcott Motor 
Car Company at Richmond, Indiana, starting in 
the testing department and completing his serv- 
ice with that company in the sales agency at Day- 
ton, Ohio, where he was stationed for about one 
and a half years, his service at Richmond amount- 
ing to about two years. Mr. White then became 
connected with thé Holland Furnace Company at 
Richmond, being employed throughout the sur- 
rounding country in the construction of warm air 
furnaces for about a year, He next opened a 
branch office for the Holland Furnace Company 
at Bedford, Indiana, where he remained about a 
year and a half, and then for a similar period he 
served in a like capacity at Shelbyville, Indiana. 
He then was appointed a district manager by the 
Holland people, being assigned to the southern 
district, embracing the states of Ohio and Indi- 
ana, with his headquarters at Indianapolis, where 
he remained about a year. Mr. White then took 
over the Lima branch of the Holland Company, 
which he has conducted ever since. He has three 
counties and gives employment to twelve per- 
sons. In addition to the fact that he is handling 
a high-class furnace, Mr. White possesses those 
qualities which will inevitably win success, name- 


ly, industry, good business judgment and courte- 
ous treatment of his customers. : 

In 1915 he was married to Leona Grimes, the 
daughter of Charles F, and Eliza G. (Garrity) 
Grimes, of Bedford, Indiana. To them has been 
born a daughter, Elizabeth. Politically Mr. 
White gives his support to the Democratic party, 
while fraternally he is a member of the Benevol- 
ent and Protective Order of Elks. He is an ac- 
tive member of the Lima Chamber of Commerce 
and the Kiwanis Club. He and his wife are 
members of the Baptist Church, to which he is a 
liberal contributor. Genial and unassuming in 
manner, Mr. White has won a host of warm and 
loyal friends since locating in Lima and ig well 
liked by all who come in contact with him. 


FERDINAND BeEELER. Among the leading citizens 
of Shawnee township was the late Ferdinand Beel- 
er, who for many years took a prominent part in 
agricultural affairs. A man of sound practicality 
and marked industry, he won his way to a worth- 
while farming success, and at the same time so 
conducted his actions as a citizen and a neighbor 
that he won and held the confidence and respect 
of all with whom he came into contact. 

Mr. Beeler was born in Shawnee township, 
Allen county, May 6, 1865, a son of George and 
Mary (DeLong) Beeler, the former a native of 
Germany and the latter of Fairfield county, Ohio, 
and a grandson of Jacob and Rosena Beeler, early 
settlers of Shawnee township. The parents of 
Mr. Beeler passed their lives in agricultural pur- 
suits in Shawnee township, where the mother 
died when her son Ferdinand, the youngest in a 
family of seven sons and one daughter, was fif- 
teen years of age, Ferdinand Beeler acquired 
his educational training in the district school in 
the vicinity of his country home in Shawnee town- 
ship, and was his father’s associate on the home 


- place until his marriage in 1886. At that time he 


and his wife began housekeeping on one of Mr. 
Beeler’s father’s farms in the same township, 
which he operated for seven or eight years. He 
then bought three acres, on which he built and 
rebuilt a house, barns and other buildings, and 
subsequently received twenty-five acres by in- 
heritance. On this twenty-eight-acre farm he 
passed the rest of his life, his death occurring 
March 11, 1914. He was a worthy Christian man, 
and for ten years served as deacon of St. Mat- 
thew’s Lutheran Church. In his political al- 
legiance he was a Democrat, but never sought 
political preferment, being content to apply him- 
self to the work of his farm and the comforts of 
his home, 

_ On September 5, 1886, Mr. Beeler was united 
in marriage with Miss Amanda Mowery, who was 
born in Auglaize county, Ohio, March 18, 1865, 
a_ daughter of Isaac and Lydia Ann (Danner) 
Mowery, the former a native of Ross county and 
the latter of Clark county, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. 
Beeler had no children. Mrs. Beeler, a lady of 
many accomplishments, rents out the home farm, 
although she still lives thereon. She has numier- 
ous sincere friends in this community and is a 
devout member of St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church, in the work of which she takes a helpful 
interest. 


GeorGE W. SOLLERS, junior member of the reliable 
firm of Poage & Sollers, home of the Harley- 
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Davidson motorcycles and bicycles of Lima, is 
one of the alert business men of Allen county, 
and one who stands very well in public estima- 
tion. He was born at Lima July 19, 1889, a son 
of G. B. and Nancy (Hose) Sollers. The pa- 
ternal great-grandfather, Charles Sollers, came 
from Scotland to the United States and settled 
at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. When the war 
broke out between the north and the south 
Charles Sollers, the grandfather of our subject, 
entered the Union army and commanded a com- 
pany of Pennsylvania cavalry. He was wounded 
at the battle of Gettysburg, and died in 1867 from 
the effects of that injury. G. B. Sollers, the fath- 
er of George W., is a master car builder and lives 
at Lima. He and. his wife had five children, of 
whom George W. is the third in order of birth. 

George W. Sollers attended the public schools 
of Springfield, Ohio, until he was fifteen years 
old, and then began learning the machinist trade 
at Kenton, Ohio, working at it for eighteen 
months there when he returned to Springfield and 
entered the employ of the International Harvest- 
er Company as an assembler. Four months later 
he was placed in the experimental department 
and had charge of it for three years. Mr. Sol- 
lers then went to New Orleans, Louisiana, and 
spent a year in that city, during which time he 
was with the Cumberland Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company, but then returned to Lima and 
was fireman on the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Day- 
ton Railroad for three years, being on both 
freight and passenger trains running between 
Cincinnati and Toledo, Ohio. His career on the 
railroad was terminated by an accident. He was 
injured in a collision between two trains, and 
had to spend eleven months in the hospital and 
three months at Mount Clemens, Michigan. For 
the subsequent year he was in Florida with his 
father, who had charge of a branch of the Sea- 
board Airline Railroad in that state. Coming 
back once more to Lima, he and Howard Poage 
bought the business of Z. L. Bedford, dealer in 
motorcycles and bicycles at 125 and 127 East 
‘High street, and formed the firm of Poage & 
Sollers. This firm have the agency for the Har- 
ley-Davidson motorcycles and bicycles for Allen, 
Hardin and Auglaize counties, and are doing a 
very large business. 

In 1912 Mr. Sollers was married at Detroit, 
Michigan, to Cleta Berry, a daughter of Thomas 
and Mildred (Earl) Berry, of Lima, Ohio. Mr. 
and Mrs. Sollers have one child, Mildred Nancy. 
In politics Mr. Sollers is a Republican. He be- 
longs to Lima Chapter No, 49, R. A. M., and to 
Lima Lodge No, 54.°B, Ps ©. E, The Lima 
Chamber of Commerce has in him an energetic 
member In spite of the serious accident which 
at one time threatened to overshadow his life, Mr. 
Sollers has succeeded very well indeed in his 
business undertakings and has other interests at 
Lima, which he regards as his permanent place 
of residence, and in which he takes a public- 
spirited part. 


CLaupeE M. Garricus. Any line of business con- 
nected with the supplying of pure foodstuffs to 
the public is an important one, and has to be 
conducted with skill and ability to meet the com- 
petition which is now so strong. Only the de- 
pendable men are weathering the storm of scarc- 
ity of goods and restrictions of all kinds, but 
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those who do have a trade upon whica they can 
place reliance. One of these representative deal- 
ers of Lima who has proven his worth to his 
customers and his community is Claude M. Gar- 
rigus, sole proprietor of the Empire Market at 
518 North Jackson street. 

Mr. Garrigus was born at Kokomo, Indiana, 
February 21, 1887, a son of Walter Scott and 
Alice Viola (Beard) Garrigus. The family is an 
old one in this country, having sought refuge in 
America from the persecutions waged against 
the Huguenots in France generations ago, Claude 
M. Garrigus is the fifth child in the family of six 
born to his parents. When he was still small he 
was brought to Lima, Ohio, and here attended 
the public schools until he reached the age of 
fourteen years, when he commenced to work, 
first acting as delivery boy for Fred Pflum’s two 
markets for six years, and then leaving Lima he 
went to Chicago, Illinois, and entered the em- 
ploy of Franklin McVeagh, whose house is now 
operated under the name of Reid, Murdock & 
Company, and spent six months in the shipping 
department. Leaving that place, Mr. Garrigus 
spent two months as assistant purser on the 
steamer “Eastland,” later the scene of a heart- 
rending tragedy when it sunk in the Chicago 
River when crowded with an excursion party, en- 
tailing the loss of hundreds of lives. Mr. Garrigus 
then went west and spent four months near Hot 
Springs on a horse ranch. Once more he came 
to Lima, and for the succeeding five years was meat 
cutter for Holgner & Cantieny. Leaving that 
concern, for two years he was manager of the 
meat department for Newson & Hawisher, Go- 
ing into another line of business, for three years 
he was in charge of the renting and collection de- 
partment of Elmer Webb’s real-estate concern. 
Having learned considerable about business meth- 
ods and understanding the meat industry thor- 
oughly, Mr. Garrigus felt qualified to open his 
own market in December, 1918, and his success 
proves that his judgment in doing so was excel- 
lent. He owns considerable realty in Lima, and 
is now numbered among the men of affairs of the 


city. 

In 1907 Mr. Garrigus was married to Lillian 
Burgoow, a daughter of Newton and Nora Bur- 
goow, of Uniopolis, Auglaize county, Ohio. Mr. 
and Mrs. Garrigus have one son, James Edward. 
Mr. Garrigus is an independent Republican. He 
belongs to the First Baptist Church of Lima and 
is a member of the Knights of Pythias, No. 91, 
of Lima. He is a self-made man, and owes all 
of his present prosperity to his industry, thrift 
and good management, so he has every reason to 
be proud of what he has accomplished. 


JAMES CHRISTOPHER KELLEY, sole proprietor of 
Kelley’s grocery at Jackson and McKibben 
streets, is one of the representative business men 
of Lima, and one who has traveled far on the 
road to success. He was born in White Oak, 
township, Highland county, Ohio, in 1863, a son 
of James Christopher and Adaline (Gaymon) 
Kelley. The grandfather, Daniel Quellet, came 
from Alsace-Lorraine, France, to the United 
States, bringing his wife and six children with 
him, the elder James Christopher Kelley then be- 
ing about fourteen years of age. After the fam- 
ily had located near Niagara Falls, New York, 
and begun farming the name was Americanized 
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to Kelley, and has since been spelled that way. 
The grandfather with the help of his children 
cleared the land which they had secured from the 
Government, cutting and making shingles by 
hand and hauling them to Buffalo, New York, 
for three yeats. These people were primarily 
pioneers, and once they had made some improve- 
ments they were ready to sell and move on further 
westward. Therefore they packed their house- 
hold possessions in a wagon and traveled in it 
and by boat to Ripley, Brown county, Ohio, and 
thence to Highland county, where settlement 
was made in White Oak township, and there the 
grandfather died in 1850, the grandmother having 
passed away some years previously. Of their six 
children James Christopher Kelley, the elder, 
was the first born. He was a cooper and farmer, 
and followed both callings all his life, which was 
terminated in 1888, although his widow lived un- 
til January 18, 1920, when she passed away at the 
age of eighty-five years. 

Of the six children of his parents James Chris- 


topher Kelley, the younger, was the fifth in order: 


of birth, and he was brought up to hard work. 
His educational opportunities were limited and 
confined to those offered during the winter 
months by the district school. He continued to 
be a farmer until he was thirty-one years of age, 
and then for three years was engaged in a furni- 
ture business at Marytown, Highland county, 
Ohio, Selling that concern he came to Lima in 
1897 and opened his grocery business at the cor- 
ner of Vine and Saint John streets, where he re- 
mained until 1918, when he moved to his present 
location. A reliable man of affairs, he has built 
up a very dependable trade, and is rightfully re- 
garded as one of the leading grocers of the city. 
He also owns stock in F. J. Banta & Son Com- 


pany. ; 

In 1885 Mr. Kelley was married to Emily 
Frances Fenwick, a daughter of Gideon and Lu- 
ella (Kay) Fenwick, of Highland county, Ohio. 
Mr. and Mrs. Kelley became the parents of the 
following children: Bert LeRoy, who lives .at 
Oxford, Ohio; Harriet Luella, who enlisted in the 
Salvation Army in 1919 to work for the Amer- 
ican soldiers at Coblentz, Germany, where she is 
still stationed; Marie Margarite, who is the third; 
and James Fenwick, who is the youngest. Miss 
Kelley is very highly valued by her organization 
and is a lady of great strength of character and 
kindness of disposition. She tried to get to 
France during the great war, but failed of attain- 
ing her object. She was afhanced to Captain 
Bert Peart, who was killed the day before the 
signing of the armistice. 

Mr. Kelley is a Republican in his political faith. 
He belongs to Olivet Presbyterian Church, and 
carries his religion into his everyday life. A man 
with an intense love for his home and commu- 
nity, he is interested in everything which looks 
toward the improvement of local conditions, and 
is glad to do all that lies in his power to bring 
about needed reforms. 


Siras Reep. The career of Silas Reed, of Shaw- 
nee township, is an illustration of the possible 
control over early limitations and of the wise util- 
ization of ordinary opportunities. His life has 
been identified with Allen county for a long ne- 
riod of time, and the substantial fortune which 
enables him to live in comfortable retirement was 


acquired through farming. He was born in Fair- 
field county, Ohio, January 18, 1840, a son of 
Samuel and Mary (Aker) Reed, and a grandson 
of Noah Reed, a native of Ohio. ; 

The parents of Mr. Reed were born in Fair- 
field county, where they were reared, educated 
and married, and in 1853 came to Allen county, 
where the father bought land in Shawnee town- 
ship. During his earlier years he added to his 
income by working at the trade of cooper, a vo- 
cation which he had mastered prior to his mar- 
riage, but later in life his entire attention was de- 
manded by his farming interests. He and his 
worthy wife passed away in Shawnee township 
and were laid to rest in the Shawnee Cemetery. 
There were ten children in the family: Silas; 
Salem, a resident of Shawnee township; Isaac 
and John, deceased; Freeman, of Lima; Nelson, 
of Cridersville; Emma, the wife of Charles An- 
drew, of Shawnee township; Laura, the wife of 
Clarence Redmond, of Bath township, Allen 
county; Clara, deceased; and Almeda, who died 
as the wife of the late Cyrus Nye. 

Silas Reed received a district school education, 
and at the age of seventeen years began work- 
ing out by the month on farms owned by mem- 
bers of the Hover family in Allen county, He 
was thus employed until he enlisted in April, 
1861, in Company A, Twentieth Regiment, Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, with which contingent he 
served for three months, his duties consisting of 
guarding the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad in Vir- 
ginia. Discharged in August, 1861, he returned 
to his home, but in August, 1862, re-enlisted, be- 
coming a member of Company B, Ninety-ninth 
Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, as corporal, 
and was assigned to the command of General 
Braag, with which he was under fire in Kentucky 
and Tennessee. In the spring of 1863 he was 
promoted second sergeant, and took part in the 
battle of Perryville and all the engagements from 
Stone River to Atlanta. Subsequently he went 
to Johnsonville, Tennessee, where the men of 
his command became scattered, but Mr. Reed 
took part in the battles of Nashville, Chicka- 
mauga and Lookout Mountain. He received his 
honorable discharge July 17, 1865, and was must- 
ered out of the service with a splendid record in 
August, 1865. Returning to his home, the gal- 
lant soldier purchased a forty-acre farm, all tim- 
ber except ten acres, and there he lived, engaged 
in the work of clearing and cultivation, until 
1873, when he sold this farm and bought forty 
acres of partly-cleared land in section 14, Shaw- 
nee township. Here he remodeled the buildings 
and rebuilt the residence, made other improve- 
ments, erected new structures, and in generai de- 
veloped an attractive and valuable property, in 
the meantime adding to its original acreage by 
the purchase of an additional twenty. In 1909 
he retired from active pursuits after a long, suc- 
cessful and markedly honorable farming career, 
and since then has rented his land to tenants, 

Mr. Reed was married August 8, 1865, to Har- 
riet B. Napier, who was born in Trumbull coun- 
ty, Ohio, daughter of William and Sarah (Huff) 
Napier, of that county, and to this union there 
have been born the following children; Florence, 
who died at the age of four. vears; Alta M., the 
wife of S. M. Leedom, of Ohio and Michigan; 
Sarah Adella. who is married to John Gerlitz, ot 
Flint, Michigan; William, who died at the age of 
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twenty-two years; Mary, who died at the age of 
seventeen years; Ethel M., who died when twenty- 
nine years of age; Leroy, who died in infancy; 
and Zelpha, the wife of Edwin Pryer of Shawnee 
township, a builder of oil tanks, and they have 
four children, Edwin Reed, Harriett Adeleyne, 
Charles Robert and Mary Adella. The family be- 
longs to the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 
which Mr. Reed has held various offices and is 
now acting in the capacity of steward. He is a 
Republican in politics, and a valued member of 
Mart Armstrong Post, G. A. R., of Lima. Mr. 
Reed has invested all of his life interests with 
honest and honorable intentions. The conscious- 
ness that he has treated all men fairly and won 
their lasting regard is one of the chief compen- 
sations of his serene and comfortable retirement. 


Rosert D. Owen, a resident of Lima for eighteen 
years, has been one of the partners in Owen 
Brothers and has assisted in guiding and direct- 
ing one of the important industries and manufac- 
turing establishments of the city. Owen Broth- 
ers are manufacturers of motor hearses and am- 
bulances, and their plant and business at 115-117 
South Central avenue serve to give added dis- 
tinction to the well justified fame of Lima as an 
industrial center, 

Mr. Owen was born on a farm in Hardin town- 
ship, Hardin county, Ohio, in 1869, a son of James 
and Hannah (Haynes) Owen and is of Welsh 
and English ancestry. His father for many years 
was in the contracting business at Kenton, Ohio. 
Robert D. Owen was educated in country schools, 
and after ten years of age attended school in 
Kenton. When he was thirteen the circumstances 
of the family were such that he had to begin im- 
mediate preparation toward a self sustaining 
career, and he therefore became a blacksmith’s 
apprentice. At the age of sixteen he was doing 
the work of a journeyman blacksmith, and he 
remained at Kenton as a competent mechanic 
until 1902, being fifteen years with one firm. 

On removing to Lima he was employed in the 
firm of Palmer & Owen with his brother for five 
years. He and his brother, M. D. Owen, then 
bought the business and has since been asso- 
ciated as Owen Brothers. This firm for many 
years were carriage manufacturers, but with the 
rapid development of the automobile industry 
they have specialized their business as manufac- 
turers of motor hearses and ambulances, Their 
output is now a recognized standard of excellence 
and perfect equipment for motor hearses and 
ambulances. They build the bodies for the Owen 
Motor Hearse and Owen Motor Ambulance, and 
their product is sent all over the United States. 
The plant and business require the services of 
fifty employes. : 

Mr. Owen, who has some other business inter- 
ests at Lima, is a Republican voter, is affiliated 
with the Knights of Pythias and a member of the 
Methodist Church. In 1913 he married Rosa- 
belle Keene, a daughter of Samuel and Ida (Hud- 
son) Keene, of Lima. Their two children are 
Rose Margaret, born in 1914, and Hannah, born 
in 1916. 


Victor Carposi. Before he retired from the ac- 
tive responsibilities of business Victor Cardosi 
had given thirty years of his life to the retail and 
wholesale fruit business at Lima. He has always 


been a hard worker, beginning as a boy, and no 
one could grudge the prosperity he enjoys and 
the position he has achieved among the business 
men of Lima at the age of sixty. 

Mr. Cardosi, who still owns some valuable real 
estate properties in Lima, was born at Lucci, 
Tuscany, Italy, in 1861, son of Anthony and Ter- 
esa (Biagi) Cardosi. His father was a vineyard- 
ist and farmer in Tuscany. Victor Cardosi when 
thirteen years of age accompanied his oldest 
brother, John, to London, England, and for six 
years they employed their skill and time in man- 
ufacturing and selling statuary on the streets of 
London. Victor then returned to Tuscany and . 
served his regular time in the Italian army, with 
the 12th Regiment of Cavalry, first stationed at 
Vircelli in the Piedmont and later at Turin. He 
was in the army four years, and part of the time 
was corporal in the Commissary and Paymaster 


- Department, 


At the age of twenty-six he came to America, 
and going west from New York spent several 
years at Allegheny, Pennsylvania. Here he re- 
sumed the ornamental statuary business, making 
and selling his goods. He first entered the retail 
fruit business at Wellston, Ohio, and in 1889 came 
to Lima and for nineteen years engaged in the 
retail fruit business, and then for ten years did a 
general wholesale and commission fruit business, 
supplying the retail trade for a radius of fifty 
miles around Lima. Mr. Cardosi retired from 
business January 1, 1920, and his establishment is 
now conducted by his son, Edward. He is a 
stockholder in the American Bank of Lima. 

Mr. Cardosi is a third degree Knight of Colum- 
bus and a trustee of the order at Lima, is affil- 
iated with the Elks, the Lima Club, the Chamber 
of Commerce and St. John’s Catholic church, He 
was married to Assunta Vetoi in Italy. They 
have three children living, Edward J., Alvina and 
Louise. 


Morritt Davip OweEN, junior member of the de- 
pendable industrial house of Owen Brothers, man- 
ufacturers of motor hearses and general automo- 
bile works, is one of the successful business men 
of Lima, and one well known all over Allen 
county. He was born at Kenton, Ohio, on No- 
vember 11, 1872, a son of James and Hannah 
(Haines) Owen. The grandparents on the pater- 
nal side came from Wales to the United States, 
settling in Virginia, where they engaged in farm- 
ing. They had eight children, and of them all 
James Owen was the youngest. His wife was 
also of Welsh stock. By trade James Owen was 
a stone mason, and he became quite an extensive 
contractor in stone work at Kenton, Ohio, where 
he died in 1887, when only thirty-six years of age. 
He and his wife had three sons and two daugh- 
ters, of whom Morrill David was the youngest. 

Growing up in his native city, Morrill D. Owen 
attended its public schools until he was fourteen 
years old, at which time. he had completed the 
eighth grade work. He then began learning the 
blacksmith trade, beginning at $1.50 per week in 
the employ of the Kaiser Buggy Company, and 
remained with that concern for seven years, dur- 
ing that period learning his calling. Leaving Ken- 
ton, Mr. Owen went to Washington Court House, 
Ohio, to enter the employ of the Tuttle Carriage 
Company as a journeyman, but remained there 
only a short time, as a better opening was given 
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him at Yellow Springs, Ohio, and there he worked 
at his trade for a year. For the subsequent year 
he worked for his old house, the Kaiser Buggy 
Company at Kenton, Ohio, and then going to De- 
fiance, Ohio, was with the Linthicum Carriage 
Company for seven months. Then for seven 
years he was at Akron, Ohio, working for the 
Collins Buggy Company as foreman, and while 
there took a four years’ course at carriage design- 
ing in a private school of design. 

Having thus enlarged his scope of usefulness 
and increased his earning capacity, Mr. Owen 
came to Lima, and in partnership with John Pal- 
mer opened a cafriage shop under the name of 
Palmer & Owen on Market and Union streets, 
and remained there for two years. 
leased the Hetrick Block on West Market street, 
and were there for eighteen months. Another 
change was made when the plant was moved to 
the Stamert Block, and it remained the home of 
the concern for six years. In 1910 the partner- 
ship was dissolved and Mr. Owen took his brother 
into the firm, the partners now being Robert and 
Morrill D. Owen, operating as Owen Brothers, 
and for five years the same business was contin- 
ued, the plant occupying the present site of the 
Orpheum Theatre. The brothers then bought 
their present building site, a lot 120 x 70 feet, and 
on it erected a brick and steel building which 
bears their name, and here they have since re- 
mained. Employment is given to fifty employes, 
and sales are made all over the United States. 

On November 6, 1893, Mr. Owen was united in 
marriage with Austa Lynch, a daughter of A. and 
Charlotte (Rush) Lynch, of Kenton, Ohio. There 
are nochildren. Mr. Owen is an independent Re- 
publican. He belongs to the Blue Lodge, Chap- 
ter, Council and Commandery, and is very well 
known in Masonry. The Lima, Lima Automo- 
bile and Shawnee Country Clubs hold his mem- 
bership, and he has been for some time one of 
the active members of the Lima Chamber of Com- 
merce. A level-headed, practical man of affairs, 
Mr. Owen has steadily advanced until he has be- 
come one of the leading men in his industry in 
the state, and at the same time he has won the 
approval of his associates and competitors for his 
honorable methods and fair handling of the prob- 
lems which necessarily come up in everyday 
transactions. 


Davin E. Hover for a number of years was an 
active factor in the agricultural life of Shawnee 
township, and still owns 150 acres of land in it, 
although he no longer operates his tarm. He 
was born in a log cabin in section 10, Shawnee 
township, November 22, 1837, son of Emanuel and 
Margaret (Carlyle) Hover, he was born in Penn- 
sylvania in 1800 and she in Trumbull county, Ohio, 
in 1816. He is a grandson of Ezekiel and Maria 
(Adgate) Hover, natives of Pennsyivania and 
New York state, and David and Anna (Davison) 
Carlyle, natives of Pennsylvania. Both families 
drove overland from Trumbull county to Allen 
county, Ohio, in 1833, blazing their way through 
the woods the greater part of the way. They set- 
tled in Allen county on large tracts of land, which 
members of the family cleared and improved. In 
1835 the parents of David E. Hover were married, 
and they located on the homestead in 1837, and 
there the father died in 1840, leaving two chil- 
dren: David E. and his sister, Sarah Jane, who 
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married John Hanson, but is now deceased, as is 
her husband. 

After the death of her husband the mother 
with her brother, John Carlyle, drove back to 
Trumbull county, Ohio, with a two horse wagon, 
and she lived with her parents until her second 
marriage, in 1849, to Jonathan Howard, a resi- 
dent of Ellsworth, Mahoning county, Ohio. 

Until in February, 1860, David E. Hover lived 
with an uncle in Trumbull county, and then re- 


‘turned to the homestead in Allen county, which 


then contained 110 acres of land. On it he erect- 
ed a story and a half house, 18 x 21 feet, hauling 
the logs for it to town during the winter of 1863 
and having them sawed. He kept on improving 
the place, clearing off the timber and buying more 
land until at one time he owned 177 acres, but he 
has sold some of this and now has but 150 acres. 
He farmed this land and raised stock until about 
1905, when he retired, and since then has rented 
the farm. 

On December 18, 1860, he married Susan Boyd, 
born in Mahoning county, Ohio, a daughter of 
John and Anna (Lazarus) Boyd. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hover became the parents of the following chil- 
dren: Charles A., who lives in Shawnee town- 
ship; Frank, who died at the age of two years; 
Howard B. and Anna M., twins, the former of 
whom is a resident of Denver, Colorado, and the 
latter the housekeeper for her father. Mrs. Hover 
died October 30, 1886. 

Reared in the faith of the Presbyterian Church, 
Mr. Hover has attended its services, although he 
has not enrolled himself on its membership books. 
Casting his first vote for Abraham Lincoln for 
the presidency, he has been a Republican ever 
since, and has been elected on his party’s ticket 
township trustee a number of times. For eighteen 
years he has been secretary of the Shawnee Cem- 
etery Association, and for twenty-five years has 
been on the board of trustees of the Allen Coun- 
ty Children’s Home. A man faithful to what he 
believes to be his duty, Mr. Hover has workéd 
hard not only to acquire personal advancement, 
but also to improve his neighborhood, and has 
won and retains the confidence and respect of all 
who know him. 


G. DaLeE CREMEAN. Reared on an Allen county 
farm and qualifying for business as clerk in a 
clothing store, G. Dale Cremean in a remarkably 
brief career has found himself loaded with re- 
sponsibilities both business and connected with 
the public welfare. 

He was born on his father’s farm in American 
township, August 17, 1893, son of Abraham and 
Jane (Brubaker) Cremean. He is of Irish ances- 
try. His grandfather Cremean was an early set- 
tler in Allen county and cleared some land, de- 
veloped a farm and reared his family on it. Abra- 
ham Cremean and wife are now living retired at 
Lima after many industrious years on the farm. 

The youngest of four children, three sons and 
one daughter, G. Dale Cremean attended his first 
schools in American township, later graduated 
from the Lima High School, and for two years 
not only diligently served his employers but ac- 
cepted every opportunity to train himself com- 
mercially as clerk in the clothing house of Lich- 
tenstrader & Company. With this experience he 
went into business for himself under the name 
Weyer & Cremean, clothing merchants on South 
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Main street. After two and a half years he bought 
his partner’s interest but later sold one-half in- 
terest to C. A. Redderson and continued partner- 
ship under the firm name of Cremean & Redder- 
son until 1918, when he sold his interest to Mr. 
Redderson. For nine months Mr. Cremean was 
assistant storekeeper in the Lima Locomotive 
Works, and then took up what is now his chief 
business in association with Mr. L. Mayer as gen- 
eral builders and contractors. The Mayer & Cre- 
mean Construction Company have done much 
work in the building program of Allen county in 
cu years, making a specialty of houses and 
ats. 

Mr. Cremean was elected in 1916 a member of 
the Allen County Fair Board, and was re-elected 
for a second three year term in 1919. He is treas- 
urer of the board. He was state inspector of oils 
and gas for the Third District during Governor 
Cox’s last administration and among other inter- 
ests is a stockholder in the Templar Motor Com- 
pany of Cleveland, the K. of C. Building, Photo 
Metric Products Company of Chicago, and a di- 
rector of the Mayer Non-Max Shade and Draper- 
ies Company of Lima. 

Mr. Cremean, who is unmarried, is affiliated 
with the Democratic party, with Lima Lodge No. 
285, F. and A. M., Royal Arch Chapter of Masons, 
Elks, Moose and Woodmen of the World. He 
also belongs to the Lima Automobile Club, the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Kiwanis Club, and 
is a member of Allentown Methodist Church. 


WiLLiAM Ruopa is a Lima business man who has 
worked progressively from apprenticeship and 
journeyman mechanic to a controlling and inde- 
pendent position in business. He is senior part- 
ner of Rhoda Brothers, heavy hardware merchants 
and wagon repairers at 117-119 South Union street, 
and has several other connections with well 
known Lima enterprises. em bit 

He was born at Westminster, Ohio, in 1857, 
son of Christian and Anna (Snook) Rhoda. His 
parents were born in Germany, and when they 
came to America they settled at Westminster, 
where his father followed the trade of blacksmith. 
William Rhoda, second among four children, ac- 
quired his early education in the public schools of 
German township, and at the age of seventeen 
came to Lima and began an apprenticeship at the 
trade of blacksmith. The apprenticeship was com- 
pleted three years later and then for seven years 
he was employed as a journeyman by J. C. 
Blocher. The next forward step was taken when 
he became a partner in the firm of Blocher & 
Rhoda on South Union street. They did a flour- 
ishing business together for six years, at the end 
of which time Mr. Rhoda bought out and became 
sole proprietor and soon afterward took in his 
brother Charles, making the firm of Rhoda 
Brothers. In 1915 they built the modern brick 
and steel building where their well known estab- 
lishment now stands, and while the shop work is 
continued, they also have a prosperous business 
as jobbers in hardware, with a trade extending in 
a radius fifty miles around Lima. ; 

Mr. Rhoda is a stockholder in the American 
Bank of Lima, in the Glenmore Oil Company, 
Mechanics Building and Loan Company, Chal- 
mers Machine Company, the Buckeye Machine 
Company and the Imel Body Company of Colum- 
bus. 
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His participation in politics has been chiefly as 
a Democratic voter. : He is affiliated with the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows, and for twelve 
years has served as an elder of the First Reformed 
Church. 


CHARLES RHopa. For a long period of years the 
firm Rhoda Brothers has been associated with 
substantial business enterprise and _ successful 
management in Lima. Jobbers and dealers in 
heavy hardware, wagon repairs and both practical 
and expert mechanics and machinists, the mem- 
bers of the firm have all the qualifications of 
successful business men, and their prosperity has 
been well earned. 

Charles Rhoda, junior member of the firm, was 
born at Westminster, Ohio, October 16, 1859, son 
of Christian and Anna (Snook) Rhoda. His par- 
ents were born in Germany, and were early resi- 
dents of Westminster, where the father-conducted 
a blacksmith shop for many years. Charles Rhoda 
acquired a country school education in district 
No. 10 of German township, and at the age of 
nineteen began dividing his time between work 
on the farm and at a trade. In 1884 he began 
learning the trade of blacksmith with the firm 
Blocher & Rhoda, the junior member being his 
brother. In 1890 they established the firm of 
Rhoda Brothers, and have been in business to- 
gether now for thirty years. In 1915 they put up 
the substantial brick and steel building on South 
Union street, where they handle the goods and 
do the work that satisfy a constantly growing 
trade over a territory fifty miles around Lima. 

Mr. Charles Rhoda is also interested in the 
American Bank of Lima, the Mechanics Building 
& Loan Company, the Chalmers Machine Com- 
pany and the Buckeye Machine Company. In 
1883 he married Miss Fredericka Blochberger, 
daughter of Christian and Ernestine (Buchmann) 
Blochberger, of Delphos. They are the parents 
of five children, all living. Mr. Rhoda is a Dem- 
ocrat, is affiliated with the Odd Fellows at Lima 
and is a deacon in the First Reformed Church. 


CHRISTIAN DANIEL STRAWBRIDGE, one of the sub- 
stantial men of Shawnee Township, was for a num- 
ber of years profitably engaged in farming, but is 
now taking things more easily, his son attending to 
the operation of the homestead of eighty acres. He 
was born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Decem- 
ber 17, 1858, a son of Christian and Eliza (Devler) 
Strawbridge, who were born in Rohrerstown, Penn- 
sylvania. During the early ’60s they came to Allen 
County, where he found employment at his trade of 
a mason and developed into a mason contractor, con- 
tinuing to reside at Allentown, Ohio, until in 1878, 
when he moved to Burlington, Coffee County, Kan- 
sas, and there he died May 28, 1888. His wife died 
December 9, 1863. After the death of his first wife 
Christian Strawbridge was married to Mary Jane 
Neely, and they had one daughter, Frances Idora, 
who is Mrs, Clinton John of Sugar Creek Township, 
Allen County. Christian Strawbridge married for 
his third wife Mrs. Lydia Daniels, but they had no 
children. By his first marriage he had five chil- 
dren, namely: John, who is deceased; James, who 
is a resident of Muskegon, Michigan; Anna, who is 
deceased; Christian Daniel, whose name heads this 
review ; and Elizabeth, who is deceased. 

Having the misfortune to lose his mother when 
still a child, and not liking his stepmother, Christian 
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Daniel Strawbridge was forced to leave home and 
work for strangers. For some years he worked on 
farms for his board and lodging and the privilege 
of attending school, and values his education, for 
he secured it under such difficulties. 

On September 14, 1880, Mr. Strawbridge was 
married to Mary Breese, who was born in Shawnee 
Township, a daughter. of George and Sarah (Yoa- 
kam) Breese, natives of Butler County, Pennsylva- 
nia, and Knox County, Ohio, respectjvely. He came 
to Shawnee Township with his father, Griffith 
Breese, about 1831, and spent the remainder of his 
life there. His wife was brought to Shawnee Town- 
ship by her parents, also early settlers of this town- 
ship. Mr. and Mrs. Strawbridge settled on a part of 
the farm Mr. Breese had entered from the Govern- 
ment, in section 21. This farm of eighty acres had 
thirty-two acres cleared, and he proceeded at once 
to imporve the place, and was there engaged in 
farming until about 1910, since which time his son 
Clinton has relieved him. Mr, and Mrs. Strawbridge 
became the parents of the following children: 
Claude, who lives at Lima; Clinton, who is on the 
home place; and Alta, who is Mrs. Howard E. 
Hadsel of Lima. Mr. Strawbridge votes the repub- 
lican ticket, and while he has never cared to enter 
politics, has exerted an influence of his own and 
gives a hearty support to the candidates of his 
party. He is a man who holds the confidence of his 
neighbors, and is worthy of the respect he has 
always inspired from those with whom he has been 
associated. 


James H. Horer. The name of James H. Hofer 
is connected at Lima with the real estate and in- 
surance business which bears his name and with 
which he has been identified here for some years. 
He has been successful and progressive in his 
business, which he has built up through good 
judgment, enterprise and careful management, 
and which has been maintained in harmony with 
the times. His prosperity is entirely self-acquired 
for at no time in his career has he found it nec- 
essary to depend upon other agencies than his 
own industry and resource. 

Mr. Hofer was born at Cincinnati, Ohio, April 
13, 1886, a son of Louis and Agnes (Henshaw) 
Hofer. The family of which he is a member 
originated in Germany, whence came his grand- 
father to the United States, he becoming a well- 
to-do wine merchant of Cincinnati. In that city 
resides Louis Hofer, a retired printer, and there 
the mother of Mr. Hofer passed away in 1906. 
The eldest of his parents’ children, James H. 
Hofer attended the public schools of Cincinnati, 
graduating from the Woodward High School with 
the class of 1903. Next he entered upon a course 
in chemistry and science at the Cincinnati Uni- 
versity, but only spent two years at that institu- 
tion. During his college career he was promi- 
nent in athletics and made both the freshman and 
sophomore football teams. When he left college 
Mr. Hofer established himself in business as the 
proprietor of a photograph gallery, which he con- 
ducted with a measure of success for five years at 
Cincinnati, then entering the advertising business 
in connection with city and country newspapers. 
When he left that line of endeavor he started to 
learn the real estate business, and after two years 
of training commenced operations on his own ac- 
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count at Walnut Hill, Cincinnati. His success in 
his early undertakings encouraged him to enlarge 
the scope of his operations, and about 1915 he 
came to Lima and established an office in the 
Lima Trust Company Building, where he re- 
mained for a year. Subsequently he removed his 
office quarters to the Holland Block, where he 
also remained a year, and in 1917 came to his 
present location, rooms 303 to 310 Savings Build- 
ing. Here Mr. Hofer carries on general opera- 
tions as a realtor, handling both city and country 
property, mercantile and residential locations at 
Lima and farms and country estates in Allen and 
other counties. In connection with his business 
he also engages extensively in writing insurance, 


_a field in which he has also built up a large and 


representative patronage and which forms an ap- 
preciable part of his operations. He has steadily 
advanced to a position of preferment, and is ac- 
counted one of Lima’s sound, reliable and con- 
servative operators. Mr. Hofer is a valued mem- 
ber of the Lima Real Estate Board. He belongs 
to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
in which he has numerous friends, and in politics 
takes an independent stand, voting rather for the 
man than the party. 

On December 31, 1919, Mr. Hofer married Miss 
Harriet Miller, daughter of W. H. and Mary 
(Cessna) Miller, of Ada, Ohio. 


‘Haroitp STEINLE, a worthy representative of the 
younger generations of the wide-awake and pro- 
gressive business men of Lima, is junior member 
of the firm of Horner & Steinle, dealers in foot- 
wear. Mr. Steinle has been identified with this 
line of business since he began his career and is 
possessed of the necessary qualifications for suc- 
cess in his chosen field of endeavor. He is a na- 
tive of Lima and the younger of two children 
born to Henry C. and Mary (Mann) Steinle, this 
being an old American family of Holland Dutch 
origin. 

After attending the graded and high schools of 
Lima Mr. Steinle spent one year at the University 
of Ohio at Columbus, where he pursued a scien- 
tific course, and this ended his educational train- 
ing. While he was still attending high school he 
had started to learn the shoe business with J. E. 
Grosjean, and remained with this gentleman dur- 
ing the period of his college studies. When he 
left that institution he continued in his employ, 
his identification in this connection continuing al- 
together over a period of eight years. When he 
left Mr. Grosjean, March 22, 1919, he joined 
Harry C. Horner in the formation of the new 
firm of Horner & Steinle, which opened a modern 
establishment at 121-123 West Market street. The 
concern carries a full line of shoes, carrying a 
number of well-known makes and all styles, and 
now does a large business, its custom not only 
including a big city trade, but a patronage that 
extends over a radius of thirty miles surrounding 
the city of Lima. 

Mr. Steinle is an energetic and progressive bus- 
iness man, thoroughly informed as to all details 
of the shoe business, and possessed of initiative 
and resource as well as the qualities of courtesy 
and obligingness so necessary to the success of 
the retail merchant. He belongs to the Ohio Val- 
ley Shoe Retailers Association, the conventions 
of which he attends regularly, thus keeping him- 
self well posted as to the development of the 
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trade. He also holds membership in the Lima 
Merchants Association and the Lima Chamber of 
Commerce, is fraternally affiliated with the Be- 
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and is 
socially a member of the Wayfarers Society. In 
national politics he is inclined to favor the Dem- 
ocratic candidates, although not closely bound by 
party lines, while in local elections he maintains 
an independent stand. Mr. Steinle is unmarried. 


Evan A. Evans. Senior partner in the firm of 
Evans & Thomas, hardware merchants of Lima, 
Evan A. Evans has been a resident of the county 
seat of Allen county for over thirty-five years, 
and continuously identified with its commercial 
life. As a salesman and independent merchant 
he probably has the longest continuous connec- 
tion with the hardware trade in the city. 

Mr. Evans was born on a farm in Raccoon 
township, Gallia county, Ohio, in 1860, son of 
David S, and Mary (Jones) Evans, and of sturdy 
Welsh ancestry on both sides. His grandfather, 
Isaac Evans, was married and had a family of 
four children when he came from South Wales 
by sailing ship, and after a voyage of nine weeks 
landed in Baltimore. The little party traveled by 
stage coach to Pittsburg, thence by boat down 
the Ohio to Gallipolis, where Isaac Evans spent 
the rest of his life as a farmer. He developed a 
farm and lived on it until his death, at the age 
of eighty-seven, in 1895. Of his two sons and 
two daughters the youngest was David S. Evans, 
who was one year old when the family came to 
America. He lived on the farm improved by his 
father all his life, and cultivated its hundred sixty 
acres. He died in 1909, at the age of seventy- 
four, and his widow passed away in July, 1920, 
at the age of eighty years. 

Evan A. Evans, the second in a family of six 
children, three sons and three daughters, grew 
up in the southern Ohio country, and had the 
privilege of attending school only a few months 
each winter, the rest of the year being given to 
the round of duties on the farm. That was his 
mode of life until he reached the age of twenty- 
one, and in 1884 he came to Lima and entered the 
employ of J. M. Dungan, a hardware merchant 
on the Public Square. Mr. Dungan subsequently 
moved to the Holmes Block, and sold to the firm 
of Ewing & Emrick. Still later Mr. Ewing bought 
out his partner and continued the business until 
1907. In that year Mr, Evans with a fellow 
salesman in the old firm, W. Elmer Thomas, 
drew out and with their capital and long expe- 
rience established a business of their own at the 
present location, 306 North Main street, under 
the name Evans & Thomas. They have a large 
and satisfactory trade extending out into the 
country twenty-five miles around Lima. 

Mr. Evans married Emma Berryhill, a daugh- 
ter of Jefferson and Esther (Bellinger) Berry- 
hill, of Lima, in 1895. She died in 1910. In 1912 
he married Mrs. Cora I. Leith, daughter of G. 
E. and Elizabeth Copeland. Mr. Evans is a Re- 
publican in politics, a member of the Congrega- 
tional Church, and is affiliated with the Lima 
Lodge of Masons and Protected Home Circle. 


Rozsert GRAHAM StTockTON. One of the most rep- 
resentative and remarkable men of Allen county, 
if not of his part of the state, is Robert Graham 
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Stockton of Shawnee township, who, although he 
is now ten years beyond the limit set by the 
psalmist, is able to do more than many a man 
one-half his years. He is actively interested in 
current events, and still engaged in operating his 
farm, which is one of the finest in the county. 
For some years he was in the employ of the 
Government as a rural mail carrier, being the 
eighty-second man to be.appointed as such in the 
whole state of Ohio, and his life teems with duties 
faithfully and competently performed, and kindly 
deeds of good fellowship. 

Mr, Stockton was born in Licking county, Ohio, 
October 9, 1840, a son of Thomas and Sarah 
(Rea) Stockton, natives of Washington county, 
Pennsylvania, and Harrison county, Ohio, respec- 
tively. The latter was orphaned at a tender age 
and was reared in Pennsylvania. Thomas Stock- 
ton and Sarah Rea were married in Washington 
county, Pennsylvania, in 1835, and moved soon 
thereafter to Licking county, Ohio, where they 
continued to reside until 1865, when they came 
to Allen county and settled on 240 acres of land 
he had bought previously in Shawnee township. 
He also bought 139 acres in another section in 
the same township, and in 1873 moved to Lima, 
where he died in 1875, his widow surviving him 
until 1879, when she, too, passed away. Their 
children were as follows: Joseph Rea and Sarah 
Isabella, both of whom are deceased; Robert 
Graham, who was third in order of birth; Thomas 
M., who died while serving in the Union army 
during the war between the North and the South; 
James A., who is deceased; John V., who was the 
next child in the family; and Mary Alice, who 
died at the age of two years. 

On December 29, 1870, Robert Graham Stock- 
ton was united in marriage with Mary Heindel, 
who was born in Allen county, Ohio, a daughter 
of Daniel and Lydia (Otstot) Heindel, natives of 
Pennsylvania, who were married in Franklin 
county, Ohio, and then came to Allen county, 
Ohio, arriving here in 1840. Mr. Heindel was a 
miller and built the first grist-mill erected at Lima, 
and also conducted a saw-mill in connection with 
it. 

Following his marriage Mr. Stockton struck out 
for himself, moving on one of his father’s farms 
in Shawnee township, and in 1877 his father deed- 
ed forty acres to him, which were located in sec- 
tion 22 of that township. There were no build- 
ings on the place and it was all in timber. After 
he had cleared off his first forty acres he bought 
forty acres more timber land in section 23, and 
has all of it now under cultivation with the ex- 
ception of about twelve acres, which are in tim- 
ber and pasture. Ever since he first took pos- 
session of his farm Mr. Stockton has been im- 
proving it, and now has one of the finest places 
in Allen county. He takes a great pride in hav- 
ing everything thoroughly up-to-date, and in his 
methods of operation sets an example any of the 
young men of his neighborhood will do well to 
follow. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stockton became the parents of 
the following children: Eva Lenore, who is at 
home, and is one of the music teachers of Shaw- 
nee county; Laura Blanche, who died in infancy; 
Amanda Belle, Lydia Alice, a teacher in the Lima 
schools, and Mary Luella, all of whom are at 
home; and Thomas H., who died in infancy. 
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In April, 1900, Mr. Stockton was appointed 
carrier of rural free delivery route No. 1 out of 
Lima, and was the first man to carry the rural 
mails in Allen county, and the eighty-second to 
receive appointment in Ohio. He held his posi- 
tion until February 15, 1917, when he resigned. 
During the time he was thus serving he lived at 
Lima, but the remainder of the time has lived 
on his farm. He is a Republican, and served for 
one year as township clerk of Shawnee township. 
The Presbyterian Church of Lima holds his mem- 
bership, and his wife belongs to Saint Paul’s 
Lutheran Church of Lima. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Stockton received only district school educations, 
but they are very well informed people and held 
in the highest esteem by all who have the priv- 
ilege of their acquaintance. During the many 
years that Mr. Stockton has been engaged in 
farming remarkable changes have come into his 
line of work, and he has kept abreast of all of 
them. He has witnessed the development of this 
section into one of the finest agricultural sections 
of the country, and has borne his part in this 
advancement and today is just as much interested 
in keeping up the schools, roads and other im- 
provements as he was when he and his wife be- 
gan their married life in the great woods. 


JouN M. Boose. Occupying a conspicuous place 
among the dependable real estate operators and 
insurance men of Allen county, John M. Boose, 
senior member of the firm of John M. Boose & 
Son of Lima, is a man who fully justifies the high 
regard in which he is held, not only by the gen- 
eral public, but all with whom he is brought into 
contact. He is a native son of Lima, where he 
was born August 31, 1865, a son of Rudolph and 
Adaline (Phillipi) Boose, of Swiss stock. The 
paternal grandfather came from Switzerland and 
located in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, where 
he continued to liye until his death, being en- 
gaged in farming all of his life. He and his wife 
had seven children, of whom Rudolph Boose was 
the second in order of birth. 

Rudolph Boose attended the country schools 
of Somerset county, Pennsylvania, and also had 
some collegiate training before he left that state 
for Ohio. At that time Rockport, twelve miles 
northeast of Lima, was the larger and more im- 
portant trading point, and he settled there and 
conducted a general store. After three years at 
Rockport he moved to a location three miles 
north of Lima. At the time of the construction 
of the large stone arch by the Cincinnati, Hamil- 
ton & Dayton Railroad over Sulphur Spring Road 
he conducted a large store, and continued at that 
point for two years. He then moved to Lima, 
and in 1860 opened the first general store in the 
city, in what was then the New Baxter Block, 
and is now occupied by the Crawford Shoe House. 
In 1868 he retired from the mercantile field and 
became a stockdealer, buying and shipping cat- 
tle. Having faith in the future of Allen county, 
he invested in its land and became the owner of 
280 acres of farm land. WHis death occurred in 
1871, while he was still actively engaged in busi- 
ness. His widow survived him for many years, 
not dying until 1913, in which year she passed 
away at the family residence at Lima. In poli- 
tics Rudolph Boose was a Democrat of the old 
school. He and his wife had three children. One 
died in infancy at Rockport, but John M. and his 
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brother, Peter M., a resident of Portland, Ore- 
gon, survive. fj 

After attending the public schools of Lima 
John M. Boose took the academic course at 
Notre Dame College, from which he was grad- 
uated in 1882, and later learned the fundamentals 
of business life in a business college. On April 
1, 1882, Mr. Boose entered the Lima City Bank 
as a messenger, and remained with that institu- 
tion for twenty years, rising to be assistant cash- 
ier. He resigned that position on September 1, 
1901, to go into business for himself in Black’s 
Block, remaining in that location ever since. In 
1914 he took his son, Roger E. Boose, into part- 
nership -with him, under the title of John M. 
Boose & Son. The firm carry on a genera] real 
estate and insurance business, and handle both 
city and country property. Mr. Boose has other 
interests, and has done much to advance the city 
and county. ; 

In 1892 he was married to Rowena Fountaine, 
a daughter of Doctor and Nancy (Cahill) Foun- 
taine, of Lima, and their children are as follows: 
Roger E., who is in business with his father, 
married Frances Robinson, of Parkersburg, West 
Virginia; Leonore, who was graduated from a 
western college, died in 1916, at the age of twenty- 
two years; Gertrude, who was graduated from the 
Russell Sage College of Troy, New York, is tak- 
ing a secretarial coyrse; and John M., Jr., who 
is his father’s namesake. 

A man of independent ideas, Mr. Boose pre- 
fers to cast his vote for the man he deems best 
suited for the office in question, rather than to be 
bound down by party ties, and he is at all times 
deeply interested in the live topics of the day. 
He belongs to the Elks, being one of the charter 
members of the order now living in Lima, and 
is also a member of the Royal Arcanum of Lima. 
He is a member of the Rotary Club, the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Merchants Association, the 
National Board of Real Estate the Lima Under- 
writers Club, and during 1920 served as presi- 
dent of the Real Estate Board of Lima. In all 
of his transactions Mr. Boose has been actuated 
by the highest principles and a desire to exert a 
beneficial influence on his community. Through 
his instrumentality different portions of the city 
have been developed and his local pride has in- 
duced him to invest in a number of the home 
enterprises. He was instrumental in bringing 
about the widening and improving of the Ottawa 
River through the city of Lima, and was secre- 
tary of the River Commission, composed of W. 
C. Bradley, Andrew De Curtain and John M. 
Boose. 


Henry JOHN EILERMAN, of the Eilerman Clothing 
Company of Lima, belongs to a family of mer- 
chants, and the Lima business is an offshoot of 
the original enterprise of his father at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and the business has been represented in 
several Kentucky cities as well. 

Henry John Eilerman was born at Newport, 
Kentucky, July 23, 1863, a son of Herman and 
Marie (Borg) Eilerman. His father as a youth 
came from Germany, and at Cincinnati was en- 
gaged for thirty-five years in the boot and shoe 
jobbing business. In 1886 with his five sons he 
established a clothing store conducted as H. Eil- 
erman & Sons at Newport, Kentucky. In 1890 
they opened a branch at Covington, Kentucky, 
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and opened still another branch of the business 
in Lima in 1904. Over the Lima establishment 
Henry J. Eilerman has presided. He is the old- 
est of the five brothers. A large patronage knows 
and appreciates the quality of goods and service 
found at the Eilerman store in Lima. The store 
has a general stock of clothing, hats and haber- 
dashery. 

At Newport, Kentucky, in 1900, Henry J. Eiler- 
man married Elizabeth Ritter, a daughter of Peter 
Ritter, of Newport. To their marriage were born 
eight children, all of whom are still living. Mr. 
Eilerman is a Democrat, a member of the Elks, 
the Lima Chamber of Commerce, the Merchants 
Association, and with his family is a communi- 
cant of St. John’s Church. 


Herbert LeStrE Wurmser, D. C. This is the age 
of progress; old methods are being replaced with 
those of more recent discovery, and the world is 
awakening to the fact that just as the people of 
today are changing their mode of living in every 
respect so must they turn for relief from the ills 
of humanity to the men who have developed a 
system of treatment more in accord with natural 
causes than the ones used by the old schools of 
medicine. The profession of chiropractic is one 
which is daily gaining in favor, as those benefit- 
ting from it realize, and one of the skilled prac- 
titioners of this science in Allen county is Dr. 
Herbert Leslie Wurmser, of Lima. 

Doctor Wurmser was born on a farm in Liber- 
ty township, Hancock county, Ohio, on June 11, 
1883, a son of Lewis Eugene and Clarinda (Ward) 
Wurmser. The paternal grandfather, a descend- 
ant of General Wurmser, who fought against Na- 
poleon in European wars, came from Alsace, 
France, to the United States many years ago, and 
settled at New Orleans, Louisiana, where he 
worked at his trade of cabinetmaking. When he 
made the trip he brought with him one child, 
Lewis Eugene Wurmseer, the eldest. 

The family remained some time in New Or- 
leans, was lated in Findlay, Ohio, for a few years, 
and then located on a farm in Eagle.township, 
Hancock county, Ohio, where the father and 
mother lived and died. By trade Lewis Eugene 
Wurmser was a carpenter as well as a farmer, 
and he is still living and working at his trade. 
Of the six children born to him and his wife, 
Doctor Wurmser was the third in order of birth. 

Until he was eight years old Doctor Wurmser 
attended the Swale School in Eagle township, 
Hancock county, but then became a student of 
the Findlay public schools and attended them for 
two years. Returning to the farm, he resumed 
his studies at the Swale School, which he attend- 
ed until he reached the age of eighteen years, at 
the same time assisting his father with the work 
of operating the homestead. He continued to as- 
sist in the farming operations and work in the 
neighborhood for several years. The family then 
moved to Findlay, Ohio, and for the subsequent 
two years he was associated with his father in 
his carpenter work. 

During all of this time Doctor Wurmser was 
not contented, for he had aspirations toward a 
professional life, but he was not in accord with 
either of the old schools of medicine, and it was 
not until he became interested in chiropractic 
that he felt he would be justified in fitting himself 
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to be a healer. He therefore took up the study 
of this calling in the Robbins Chiropractic In- 
stitute at Sault Saint Marie, Michigan, and was 
graduated therefrom in 1912 with the degree of 
Doctor of Chiropractic, and he subsequently took 
post graduate work under Doctor A. E, Gregory, 
of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. In 1914 Doctor 
Wurmser began his practice at Lima, with offices 
in the Masonic Temple, and he has occupied these 
quarters ever since. At present he is the oldest 
practitioner of his school at Lima, and his pa- 
tients come to him from a radius of twenty-five 
miles. His success has been remarkable, and 
those whom he has benefitted are . enthusiastic 
over his methods, and fully convinced of the effi- 
cacy of this science of spinal adjustment. Like 
others of his school, Doctor Wurmser has had to 
overcome opposition, growing out of ignorance, 
but has won his place in the confidence of the 
people of Allen county. Professionally he belongs 
to the Ohio Chiropractic Association. In poli- 
tics he is a Republican, but while supporting the 
principles of the party, has never cared to ask 
any favors from it. He is unmarried. A man of 
energy and civic pride, Doctor Wurmser has been 
interested in various matters and has seen fit to 
invest in several of the enterprises of the city as 
well as give his support to movements for the 
betterment of the city and county. 


JoHN BENEDUM LONG, proprietor of the Allen- 
town Auto Truck Service Company, is one of the 
enterprising business men of Allentown, and 
one who has built up a paying business because 
of his dependability. He was born in Allen coun- 
ty, Ohio, December 12, 1883, a son of T. C. and 
Mary (Benedum) Long, prominent people of 
Allen county. 

After going to school at Allentown until he 
was eighteen years old, John B. Long entered his 
father’s stone quarry in American township, but 
left that business to spend two years with the 
Lima Locomotive Works at Lima, Ohio. In June, 
1917, he established his present business, realiz- 
ing that there was an excellent opening for such 
a concern, and he has prospered greatly, now 
owning three trucks for heavy hauling, which he 
rents, as well as the other equipment necessary 
for his service. As he has made money Mr. Long 
has invested it in Allentown realty, for he has 
great faith in the future of this locality, where he 
feels he is permanently situated, and proves it in 
this practical manner.’ 

On November 8, 1905, Mr. Long was married 
to Alice Norton, a daughter of Mrs. Mary Nor- 
ton, of Olean, New York. She died November 
9, 1908, leaving two children, namely: Thomas 
Newton and Edgar Norton. In December, 1911, 
Mr. Long was married to Alta Myers a daugh- 
ter of Elmer and Mary (Epperson) Myers, of 
Lima, Ohio. 

While he has always voted the Democratic 
ticket, Mr. Long has never cared to enter public 
life. The Methodist Episcopal Church of Allen- 
town holds his membership, and to it he gives a 
generous support. He is also a member of the 
Moose of Lima. A self-reliant young man, Mr. 
Long has steadily advanced, and today is one of 
the substantial citizens of Allentown and Allen 
county, and enjoys the confidence of all with 
whom he does business. 
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Henry WapswortH LoncFELLow Kipper. The 
Lima Storage Battery Company, of which Mr. 
Kidder is president, is a rapidly developing busi- 
ness supplying an essential service to the motor 
users in Lima and Allen county, and the man at 
the head of the business has been connected with 
some phase of the automobile industry ever since 
he left college. 

Mr. Kidder was born at Richmond, Maine, in 
1890, son of Albert B. and Henrietta (Patten) 
Kidder, and is of English stock on both sides and 
of Revolutionary ancestry. His parents are still 
living in Maine, and he was the youngest of their 
four children. : 

He attended high school in Richmond and in 
1913 graduated with the A. B. degree from Bates 
College at Lewiston, Maine. He immediately 
came west and entered the salesmanship school 
of B. F. Goodrich Rubber Company at Akron, 
and after being trained was made manager of a 
branch of the Goodrich Company at Toledo, and 
a year later became manager of a branch at 
Columbus, Ohio, where he remained two years. 
Mr. Kidder came to Lima in the fall of 1917 and 
organized and has since been president of the 
Lima Storage Battery Company. To meet the 
demands of a growing business a complete new 
modern building has been erected. 

In 1919 Mr. Kidder married Miss Margery 
Borges, a daughter of F. G. and Bertha Borges, 
of Lima. He is a Republican in politics, is a 
Knight Templar Mason and Elk, and is also 
affiliated with the Rotary Club, the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Merchants Association and the 
Lima Club. His church is the Episcopal. 


Howarp T. FLetcHer first became identified with 
the business life of Lima as local manager for 
the B. F. Goodrich Rubber Company . He is now 
secretary and treasurer and was one of the or- 
ganizers of the Lima Storage Battery Company, 
operating the famous Willard Service at Lima, 
and dealers, agents and distributors for the 
Goodrich and Goodyear tires. : 

Mr. Fletcher was born at West Salem, Ohio, 
July 25, 1886, a son of John W. and Emma Fletch- 
er. He comes of a family of business men. Up 
to the age of fifteen he attended public school at 
Lima, and his first working employment was in 
the storekeeper’s office of the Ohio Electric Rail- 
way. He was there five years, and was then 
promoted to purchasing agent for this district for 
the Ohio Electric Railway, an office he filled five 
years. 

As manager he opened the first Lima branch 
of the Goodrich Rubber Company in March, 1917, 
his headquarters for one year being on West Elm 
street. Then, in association with H. W. L. Kid- 
der and Guy Bayly, he organized the Lima Sto- 
rage Battery Company at 111 West Elm street 
in June, 1918. This company handles the Willard 
Service for Allen, Putnam and Van Wert coun- 
ties, and also the agency for the Goodrich and 
Goodyear tires, and are sole distributors for the 
Goodrich Solid Tires in the nine counties of Al- 
len, Van Wert, Putnam, Mercer, Auglaize, Craw- 
ford, Hancock, Wyandot and Hardin. The Serv- 
ice Station is in a building 50 x 200 feet on the 
corner of West and Elm streets, and the firm 
has now built a solid steel and brick fireproof 
structure that will give more adequate accom- 
modation for the increased business. 
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In 1907 Mr. Fletcher married Miss Erma 
Roeder, a daughter of Samuel and Emma (Baker) 
Roeder, of Lima. They have one son, James 
Roeder, born in 1909. Mr. Fletcher is a Re- 
publican, is affiliated with Lima Lodge No. 205, 
F. and A. M., the Lima Lodge of Elks, is a mem- 
ber of the United Commercial Travelers, the 
Kiwanis Club, Shawnee Country Club, Merch- 
ants Association, Chamber of Commerce and 
Auto Trade Association. He is one of the live 
and successful young business men of Allen 
county. 


CuarLes L. TAppeNn, president and manager of 
the Tappen Auto Electric Company of Lima, is a 
young business man of remarkably versatile gifts 
and varied experience and accomplishment, par- 
ticularly in the field of applied electricity and as 
an electrical engineer. 

He comes of a gifted ancestry. He was born 
at St. Louis, Missouri, June 21, 1886, a son of 
William A. and Laura (Dean) Tappen. His peo- 
ple have been in America for many generations, 
and one of his ancestors was the famous Revolu- 
tionary soldier and leader, Israel Putnam. Wil- 
liam A. Tappen, his father, now living at Buenos 
Ayres, South America, has had a distinguished 
career as a railroad construction engineer. He 
built railroads all through South America, and 
subsequently established the first insurance busi- 
ness in Argentine, and is still active in its man- 
agement. He compiled the first actuarial tables 
in Argentine for insurance purposes and also the 
first mortality tables. 

Charles L. Tappen, the youngest son in a fam- 
ily of eleven children, acquired his early educa- 
tion in Buenos Aires, and has a fluent command 
of the Spanish, French, German and English 
languages. He traveled with his father until he 
was nineteen years of age, and then began lab- 
oratory work on his own account with the Dean 
Electric Company of Elyria, Ohio. Subsequently 
he was with some of the largest plants in the 
United States manufacturing electrical equipment 
for automobiles. One of these concerns, with 
which he spent a year and a half, was the U. S. 
Light and Heat Company, where he acquired a 
thorough knowledge of electric battery construc- 
tion. For two years he was with the Electric 
Auto-Lite Company of Toledo, and fer years did 
research work in the Foreign Department of the 
Overland Company at Toledo. 

Mr. Tappen came to Lima as an appropriate 
location for building up a business of his own as 
an electric auto lighting system, at first being 
associated with Harlem Post under the name 
Post & Tappen. When the business was incor- 
porated he acquired Mr. Post’s interest and has 
since been president and manager of the Tappen 
Auto Electric Company. This business has just_ 
moved into a brick and steel modern structure 
at the corner of Elm and West streets, where 
it has the most modern facilities for handling its 
growing business, extending in a radius forty 
miles around Lima. 

In 1910 Mr. Tappen married Miss Hazel G. 
Foster, a daughter of C. and Florence (Hatch) 
Foster, of Toledo, Their three children are 
Edith, Florence Jane and Ralph Raymond. Mr. 
Tappen is independent in politics. 
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ANDREW QuINN. A great deal of credit must be 
accorded the man who ‘is able to establish and 
maintain at a high standard of excellence a busi- 
ness of his own in any line whatsoever, and espe- 
cially is this true in one in which the demands 
are so exacting as that of interior decorating. 
One of the men who has made his name and work 
known to the most exacting trade at Lima and in 
its vicinity is Andrew Quinn, sole proprietor of 
the Quinn Decorating Company, whose place of 
business is conveniently located at No. 1 Morris 
Arcade. 

Andrew Quinn was born in County Kerry, 
Ireland, June 15, 1867, a son of John Jasper and 
Della (Dalton) Quinn. John J. Quinn was a 
civil engineer who received his professional 
training at Limerick, Ireland. He and his wife 
had five children, and Andrew was the fourth in 
order of birth. 

Growing up in his native county, Andrew 
Quinn attended its public schools until he was 
fifteen years old, at which time he was apprenticed 
to learn the trade of painting and graining, and 
his employer took him all over the country, as 
his business called him to different places, so Mr. 
Quinn had traveled considerably before he came 
to the United States in 1895. Upon his arrival 
in this country he came to Lima, Ohio, and 
worked for nine years in the coach department 
of the Lake Erie & Western Railroad shops. A 
prudent and thrifty man, he saved his money, and 
at the expiration of the nine years was able to 
establish himself in a business of his own, at his 
present location, and he has been able to build up 
a large and valuable trade. Employment is given 
to twelve perséns. In addition to doing all kinds 
of interior decorating Mr. Quinn carries a full 
and varied line of paints and wall paper, and his 
prices are as low as is consistent with the mar- 
ket and the superior quality of the goods. 

In 1900 Mr. Quinn was married at Lima to 
Della Hartnett, a daughter of James J. and Anna 
(Healey) Hartnett, and they have eight children, 
all of whom are living. In his political convic- 
tions Mr. Quinn is an independent thinker and 
casts his vote according to his own ideas, and not 
in response to party appeal. He belongs to the 
Knights of Columbus, Modern Woodmen of 
America and the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, of Lima. In a business way he maintains 
membership with the Lima Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Lima Merchants Association. Both 
by inheritance and conviction Mr. Quinn is a 
Catholic, and he is a member of Saint Rose parish. 


Harotp FisHer, who has a very interesting service 
record as a soldier, came to Lima after leaving 
the army, and is employing his expert talents as 
manager and owner of a garage, repair shop and 
accessory business at 133-135 East Spring street. 
He was born in Greensburg township, Putnam 
county, Ohio, a son of Charles Thomas and Sarah 
(Shirey) Fisher and is of English ancestry. His 
grandfather, Edward Fisher, came from London, 
England, was a stone cutter and mason by trade, 
and after locating in Greensburg township of Put- 
nam county took up farming as a _ vocation. 
Among his four children Charles T. Fisher was 
the second, and has spent his active career as a 
farmer and machinist, he and his wife living at 
Lima. 
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Harold Fisher acquired a public school educa- 
tion in Putnam county and grew up a strong and 
vigorous youth, so that at the age of fourteen 
when he left school he was able to obtain employ- 
ment as a yard clerk for the Pere Marquette 
Railroad Company at Plymouth, Michigan. A 
year later he was made a brakeman, being the 
youngest man in that capacity on the road, and 
served three years. He left railroading at the 
age of nineteen, and then entered the automobile 
business as foreman for the Hudson Motor Sales 
Company at Akron. He was there two years, 
and then joined Gramm-Bernstein Company of 
Lima as a road tester. 

In May, 1918, he enlisted for the army, spent 
nine days at Camp Taylor, Kentucky, a month 
and a half in training as a wagoner at Camp 
Beauregard, Louisiana, and was attached to the 
114th Ammunition Train of the 39th Division. 
He sailed for France August 12, 1918, landing at 
Brest, and was soon appointed dispatch rider 
with a motor cycle and performed that interesting 
and frequently dangerous service riding over the 
roads of France for three and a half months. 
On account of his special skill he was then 
placed in charge of a large motor repair and 
truck station at St. Nazaire, ranking as sergeant, 
senior grade. May 18, 1919, he sailed for home, 
landed at New York May 30, 1919, and after ten 
days in Camp Merritt, New Jersey, was mustered 
out at Camp Sherman June 12, 1919. 

Soon afterward Mr. Fisher returned to Lima 
and bought the established automobile and garage 
business on East Spring street, and his abilities 
have given the business much prestige with car 
owners all over Allen county. Mr. Fisher is in- 
dependent in politics and a member of the Allen 
County Auto Trade Association. 


Harry Donatp Batpwin. Hand in hand in pub- 
lic usefulness is the drug store associated with 
the physician, and this mutual dependence is 
universally acknowledged as a condition of public 
safety. Healing remedies are older than the doc- 
tors, and as far back as one may delve in ancient 
lore he may find mention of medicaments for 
some of the ills that seem to have always af- 
flicted the human race. At times the discovery 
of a new drug of surpassing properties, chinchona, 
for example, has brought wonderful changes, and 
has been even a factor in advancing civilization. 
Out of the hands of the ignorant and superstitious 
the lawful administration of drugs has long since 
passed, and the term druggist or pharmacist now 
means one who after a protracted period of study 
and experiment covering a number of years and 
sciences has passed a thorough and satisfactory 
examination before a learned and scientific body. 
Into his hands there is practically placed life 
and death, for it is his knowledge of drugs and 
their effects that must guide him in handling the 
most careful of physicians’ prescriptions, for his 
accuracy of measurement may change a tonic 
into a death draught. Thus it is no unimportant 
position that a druggist holds in a community, 
and his personal standing is usually of the high- 
est. One of the men of Allen county who meas- 
ures up to the standards above mentioned is 
Harry Donald Baldwin of Lima, sole proprietor 
of the Baldwin Central Drug Store of No. 150 
West Main street. 
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Harry Donald Baldwin was born in Swift, 
Washington county, Ohio, a son of Leonard and 
Emma (Radenbach) Baldwin, people of English 
stock. The Baldwin family moved into Wash- 
ington county, Ohio, at a very early day, and 
there secured Government land that is still in 
the possession of the descendants of the original 
homesteaders, 

Growing to manhood in his native county, H. 
D. Baldwin attended the graded and high schools 
of Swift, and was graduated from the latter as 
valedictorian of his class, 1912. For the subse- 
quent five years he was engaged in educational 
work, teaching in the seventh and eighth grades 
of the Waterford, Ohio, schools, and then entered 
the Ohio State College, where he took a one year 
course in art and chemistry. In 1917 Mr. Bald- 
win went into the drug business at the corner of 
Main and High streets, Lima, with his uncle, 
A. T. Baldwin, and they remained together until 
November 21, 1919, when H. D. Baldwin bought 
out the elder man, and is now the sole proprietor 
of his flourishing business. . 

On December 31, 1918, Mr. Baldwin was united 
in marriage with Elizabeth Malster, a daughter 
of John and Della Malster, of Waterford, Ohio. 
They have no children. In politics Mr. Baldwin 
is a Republican. He belongs to Beverly Lodge 
No. 37, A. F. & A. M., the Acacia fraternity of the 
Ohio State University and the Ohio State Phar- 
maceutical Association. A man of strong per- 
sonality, Mr. Baldwin has made a favorable im- 
pression upon the people of Lima and attracted 
to his store a high class trade, so that the volume 
of busineess he does shows a healthy increase. 
Both he and his wife are popular socially and 
have gathered about them a delightful circle of 
congenial friends. 


FRANK Epwarp Kettey. In all that constitutes true 
manhood and good citizenship Frank E. Kelley, one 
of the enterprising business men of Lima, is a notable 
example and none stands higher in the esteem and 
confidence of the community honored by his citizen- 
ship. His career has been characterized by industry, 
thrift and wisely directed efforts, for he has worked 
hard for that which he now possesses and he knows 
how to appreciate the true dignity of labor and to 
place to a correct estimate upon the value of money. 
He has played well his part in the affairs of the 
community, ever standing ready to support with his 
eta ae and means all measures for the public wel- 
are. 

Frank E. Kelley was born at Mowrystown, High- 
land county, Ohio, and is the son of Lewis Henry 
and Louise Mary (Tissot) Kelley. The family is of 
French origin, the name having formerly been spelled 
“Quellete,” the progenitors of the family having come 
from Strassburg, Alsace-Lorraine. Frank E. Kelley 
attended the public schools at Mowrystown until 
eighteen years of age, his studies including one year 
in the high school. In 1912 he came to Lima and 
entered the employ of G. A. Herrett, who operated a 
grocery store where Mr. Kelley is now located. His 
first work was as a delivery boy, from which he ad- 
vanced to salesman and finally became manager of 
the store, retaining that position until November, 
1919, when he bought his emplover’s stock and good 
will and has since conducted the business himself. By 
close devotion to business and careful attention to 
the wants and tastes of his customers he steadily 
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increased the volume of his business and is now en- 
joying one of the best grocery trades in his section 
of the city. 

In 1916 Mr. Kelley was married to Myrtle M. 
King, the daughter of B, D. and Sarah Ann (Hole) 
King, of Lima, and they are the parents of two sons, 
George King and Harold Edward. Politically Mr. 
Kelley is an independent Democrat. Fraternally he 
is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, while his religious faith is that of the Presby- 
terian Church, to which he and his wife belong. He 
is a member of the Merchants Association and takes 
a commendable interest in the advancement of the 
commercial interests of the city. A man of gentle- 
manly demeanor and excellent personal qualities, he 
enjoys to a marked degree the esteem and good will 
of all who know him. 


JoserH ArtTHUR Jones. One of the conspicuous 
figures in the present-day commercial history of Lima 
is Joseph A. Jones, who is actively indentified with 
the business interests of this locality and well known 
as one of the substantial citizens of this community. 
He is essentially a man of affairs, sound of judg- 
ment and far seeing in what he undertakes, while 
his actions as a private citizen have been such as to 
win for him the confidence and esteem of all classes. 

Joseph Arthur Jones, proprietor of the wholesale 
and retail grocery house of J. A. Jones & Son, Lima, 
was born at Hillsboro, Highland county, Ohio, on 
April 23, 1872, and is the son of John B. and Sophia 
E. (Evans) Jones, His paternal grandfather, James 
W. Jones, was a native of South Wales, whence he 
came to the United States in young manhood and 
settled in Shelby county, West Virginia, where he 
spent the remainder of his life. To him and his 
wife were born eleven children, of whom John B. 
Jones was the fifth in order of birth. The latter was 
reared to the life of a farmer, which vocation he 
followed in Highland county until he retired from 
active labor, and is now living in Logan county, Ohio. 

Joseph Arthur Jones was reared on the parental 
farmstead and attended the public schools of his 
native community until eighteen years of age, when 
he hired out to a neighboring farmer at a wage of 
thirteen dollars a month. He worked three years 
for his first employer and two years for another 
farmer at the same wages. Then he became as- 
sociated with his father in the selling and building 
of wire fencing, obtaining the agency for the coun- 
ties of Highland, Clinton and Fayette for the Page 
Woven Wire Fence Company. They carried on this 
line of work for eight years, meeting with splendid 
success, and then they devised a fence of their own, 
called the Keystone Straight Wire Fence, which 
proved very practicable, and they were successful in 
handling it. However, they never secured a patent 
on it. During the following five years Mr. Jones was 
employed as a salesman for a furniture and stove 
store in Washington Court House, Ohio, and at the 
end of that time he bought a similar business in that 
city, conducting it for three years. Selling that busi- 
ness, he next moved to Dayton, Ohio, where he 
engaged in the grocery business until 1916, when he 
sold out there and came to Lima. Here he became 
a clerk in the Rawlings Furniture Store for one year 
and then for fourteen months was a salesman in the 
McLeader Department Store. He then bought his 
present location and engaged in the grocery business, 
in connection with which he has meat and fruit de- 
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partments. He handles his goods in both wholesale 
and retail quantities and has met with notable suc- 
cess, being numbered among the important and grow- 
ing concerns of the kind in this city. 

In 1915 Mr. Jones was married to Mrs. Rose Mc- 
Henry, the daughter of Peter and Catherine (Ma- 
berry) Teagarden, of Lima. Fraternally Mr. Jones is 
a member of the Improved Order of Red Men and 
the Loyal Order of Moose. Religiously he is a mem- 
ber of the First Baptist Church of Lima, and gives 
generously to its support. A man of high moral 
character, unimpeachable integrity, persistent in- 
dustry and excellent judgment, he stands ‘‘four square 
to every wind that blows” and occupies an enviable 
position among his fellow men throughout this com- 
munity. 


CHauncey O. Eacy. The true western spirt of 
progress and enterprise is strikingly exemplified in 
the lives of such men as Chauncey O. Eagy, one of 
Allen county’s honored citizens, whose energetic 
nature and laudable ambition have enabled him to 
conquer adverse circumstances and advance steadily. 
Such a man is a credit to any community, and his 
life forcibly illustrates what energy and consecutive 
effort can accomplish when directed and controlled 
by correct principles, therefore he is eminently worthy 
of specific mention in a volume of the province of the 
one at hand. 

Chauncey O. Eagy, proprietor of the Eagy Truck 
and Storage Company of Lima, was born in Van 
Wert county, Ohio, and is descended from sterling 
old Pennsylvania Dutch stock, being the eldest of two 
children who were born to George and Samantha 
(Milligan) Eagy. He received the advantage of a 
few years’ attendance in the public schools of Van 
Wert, and his first employment after leaving the 
home farm was as a railroad conductor, in which 
service he was engaged for eight years on the Cin- 
cinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad and other roads. 
In 1907 Mr. Eagy engaged in the trucking and dray- 
ing business in Lima, starting in a modest way, with 
one team and a wagon. By close attention to busi- 
ness, prompt and efficient service and courteous at- 
tention to the needs of his patrons he has during the 
subsequent years gradually built up his business until 
now he gives constant employment to seven teams. 
He is operating under the name of the Eagy Truck 
and Storage Company and is handling his full share 
of the local business in his line. He attends to 
general hauling, including heavy drayage, and also 
does storage for those who recuire it. ? 

In May, 1887, Mr. Eagy was married to Claudia 
May Bogart, of Columbus Grove, Ohio, and they are 
the parents of one child, Harry C. Politically Mr. 
Eagy gives his support to the Republican party, while 
fraternally he is a member of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and the Woodmen of the 
World. He is a man of marked social qualities, and 
during the years of his residence in Lima he has 
won a host of warm and loyal friends. f 

Harry C, Eagy received his educational training in 
the public schools of Lima, graduating from the 
high school in 1907, at the age of eighteen years. He 
then entered the employ of the Central Union Tele- 
phone Company, and later worked for the Northern 
Electric Company, being employed in the installation 
of switch boards. On May 21, 1917, Harry Eagy 
enlisted at Lima as a private in the Second Regiment, 
Ohio National Guard, being soon afterward appointed 
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a corporal. He was sent to Camp Sheridan in 
Alabama, where he was assigned to Company M of 
the One Hundred and Forty-fifth Infantry Regiment, 
and was made a sergeant in February, 1918. In May, 
1918, he was sent to the Officers’ Training School at 
Camp Sheridan, and in the following month was 
transferred to the Central Officers School at Camp 
Gordon, where on August 25, 1918, he was com- 
missioned a second lieutenant. He was then sent to 
Camp Perry, Ohio, where he attended the Small 
Arms Firing School during September and October. 
Next he was sent to Camp Grant, Illinois, where for 
forty days he was actively in service as a range in- 
structor. However, the close of the war cut short 
his military experience and he was honorably dis- 
charged on December 3, 1918. He then returned 
home and shortly afterward went to Galesburg, IIli- 
nois, and entered the employ of the Galesburg Union 
Telephone Company, for whom he worked for six 
months as an installer of equipment. 

On July 14, 1918, Harry C. Eagy was married to 
Clara Carlson, the daughter of John A. and Julia 
(Wramstrom) Carlson, of Galesburg, Illinois. Politi- 
cally Mr. Eagy is a stanch supporter of the Repub- 
lican party, and he is also a member of the American 
Legion. His religious membership is with the Pres- 
byterian Church. He is a popular member of the 
circles in which he moves, and is numbered among 
the energetic, progressive citizens of Lima. 


SAMUEL W. Kemp. For several seasons in years 
past Samuel W. Kemp of Spencerville has been 
credited with being the largest individual dealer and 
shipper of hay in this section of Ohio. Mr. Kemp 
is regarded as a national authority on the grading 
and marketing of hay, and has had almost a life-long 
experience in that industry. 

Seven miles west of Lima, where Mr. Kemp was 
born, February 16, 1853, is now the village of Kemp- 
ton, which derived its early importance from the 
commercial enterprise and activities of the Kemp 
family. Samuel W. Kemp is the only son of John 
W. and Nancy J. (Andrews) Kemp. His father was 
born at Chillicothe, Ross county, Ohio, February 1, 
1828, son of Joseph Kemp. Joseph Kemp came to 
Allen county in 1847, when his son John was nine- 
teen years of age. Joseph cleared up a hundred 
twenty acres in Amanda township, and lived and died 
there. The Kemps came to Amanda township when 
there were only three other families, and nearly all 
the country was an unbroken wilderness. Their first 
home was in section 36. John W. Kemp remained 
at home until his marriage in 1849, and he then 
bought forty acres of land covered with heavy woods, 
and a short time afterward sold that and bought 
eighty acres in section 1 of Amanda township. It is 
on that eighty acres that the village of Kempton 
stands. John W. Kemp had two enlistments in the 
Union army during the Civil war. The first time 
he was out three months, and later enlisted for a 
year, but the war closed before he had served the 
full time. He was a member of the Grand Army 
Post and was affliated with the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. He was mustered out of the army as 
a third sergeant. John W. Kemp died October 5, 
1891. His first wife, whom he married in 1849, was 
Nancy J. Andrews, who was born in Fayette county, 
Ohio, November 21, 1826, and died December 24, 
1876. Their five daughters were Catherine, Lucinda, 
Margaret E., Sarah A. and Emma, the only one now 
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living being Sarah, wife of Charles B. Crites, of 
Spencerville. ; 

Samuel W. Kemp grew up on the home farm in 
Amanda township and attended district schools, the 
first school being taught in a log cabin. When he 
was about eight years of age his father entered the 
army, and after that his schooling was irregular and 
limited to brief terms. He employed his strength 
in helping clear up the farm, and lived with his 
parents to the age of twenty-two. 

At that time he married Anna E. Bice, daughter 
of William Bice. After their marriage they rented 
a farm near Kempton for two years, and Mr. Kemp 
was then in the grocery business at Tones Mills for 
five years. Returning to Kemp Station he built a 
storeroom and home, and in 1878 was appointed 
postmaster, filling that office for many years. While 
at Kempton he built up a large business buying and 
shipping hay, straw and dealing in livestock. In 
1900 he moved his business headquarters to Spencer- 
ville and for twenty years has continued business as 
a hay merchant. He is a member of the National 
Hay Association and has filled many of the offices 
of that organization and has served on its impor- 
tant committees. He is now chairman of the grading 
committee. In the fall of 1919 he was appointed 
final judge of the hay department in the International 
Exposition at Chicago. Mr. Kemp is interested in 
the Dorset Grain and Hay Company of Cincinnati, 
and has built up the business to second to none in 
its line. He has made his knowledge and experience 
available and profitable not only to his own business 
but to the hay trade in general. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kemp had one son, William D., who 
graduated from Clark’s Business College in Kentucky 
and until his death in October, 1913, was actively as- 
sociated with his father, acquiring a working interest 
in the business at Spencerville. At the age of twenty- 
two he married ‘May Steller, of Rockford, Ohio, and 
is survived by his widow and one child, Mr. Kemp’s 
only grandchild, Ruth Doris Kemp, who is now eight 
years of age and whose weight is 110 pounds. She 
is living with her grandparents, Mr. and uvirs. Kemp. 
She was born July 5, 1912. She is quite talented in 
music as well as in her school work. Miss Ruth 
Kemp is quite widely known, as she has accompanied 
her grandfather to many Hay Conventions in differ- 
ent parts of the country. She has a striking ap- 
pearance and is prominent in society. 


Rospert E. Coox. The territory embraced within 
the borders of Allen County has its full quota of 
business and professional men, bankers and legis- 
lators, but particularly has it been noted for’ the 
high standard set by its agriculturists, whose energy 
and enterprise during the past several decades have 
combined to make this region one of the garden spots 
of Ohio. In this connection mention is made of 
Robert E. Cook, a progressive and capable agricul- 
turist who is carrying on extensive and effective 
operations on the old Cook farm in Monroe Town- 
ship, southeast of Columbus Grove. 

Mr. Cook was born on his present farm August 
4, 1881, ‘a son of Albert B. and Sarah I, (Taylor) 
Cook, and a member of a family which settled at an 
early date in Allen County, his father having been 
born on the same farm June 30, 1859. The parents 
of Mr. Cook, after many years of agricultural pur- 
suits, are now living in retirement. Mrs. Cook is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
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movements of which are supported by her husband. 
He is affiliated fraternally with the Modern Wood- 
men of America, and in politics is a republican. 
He has served his community in a number of ways, 
and was township assessor of Monroe Township for 
two terms. Of the nine children in the family eight 
are living: Homer E.; Robert E., of this review; 
Charles H.; Lyman E.; Florence, the wife of Ernest 
Freet; Lola, the wife of Cloyce Kidd; and Marie, 
the wife of Clifford Fruchy; and Caddie, who resides 
with her parents. 

Robert E. Cook acquired his educational training 
in the public schools of Monroe Township, and was 
reared on the home farm. On December 2, 1903, 
he was united in marirage with Miss May Kolors, 
who was born in 1885, in Allen County, Ohio, and 
to this union there have been born five children: 
Morris, who is deceased; and Harold, Raymond, 
Warren and Lois, living with their parents. Mr. and 
Mrs. Cook are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in the work of which she takes an active 
and helpful interest. Mr. Cook is a republican in 
his politica] allegiance, but thus far has been too 
greatly engrossed with the duties of his farm to think 
of entering actively into political affairs. At the 
present time he is operating 119 acres of land, which 
is all under a high state of cultivation. Progressive 
in his methods and industrious in his labors, he has 
fairly won a substantial success, and is known as one 
of the substantial and enterprising young farmers 
of his community. 


Jacop R. Wetcu, M. D. For nearly forty years 
Dr. Welch has borne the burdens and responsibilities 
of the medical profession in the community of Spen- 
cerville. He is one of the oldest practicing physicians 
and surgeons in Allen county, and his life has been 
dignified and made highly useful by his long con- 
tinued devotion to one of the greatest professions in 
which men can engage. 

Dr. Welch was born near old Fort Jennings in 
Putnam county, Ohio, March 16, 1859, son of Jacob 
and Mary (Allen) Welch. The father was also a 
physician and was born in Allen county, Ohio, in 
1826. He graduated from the Eclectic School of 
Medicine and in 1856 established his home at Cuba, 
Ohio, where he practiced until his death at a com- 
paratively early. age. 

Jacob R. Welch was the only child of his father, 
and when the latter died he was taken by his mother 
to his maternal grandparents, and at the age of nine 
years she removed to Fort Wayne, Indiana, where he 
grew up and finished his literary education. He at- 
tended the grammar and high schools of Fort Wayne, 
also the Methodist College of that city, and after 
graduating entered the Fort Wayne Medical College, 
receiving his M. D. degree from that institution. On 
March 16, 1882, Dr. Welch began the work for which 
he is best known and esteemed at Spencerville, and 
has been the capable and kindly doctor to nearly two 
generations of people in this community. He is a 


“member of the County, State and American Medical 


Associations, 

Dr. Welch married Mary Miller, a graduate of the 
musical department of the Methodist College at Fort 
Wayne. She was a student there when she met Dr. 
Welch. Her father was Harvey Miller, of Warsaw, 
Indiana, and she was born near the county seat of 
Kosciusko county and had graduated from the War- 
saw High School before going to college at Fort 
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Wayne. Dr. Welch is a Republican, is affiliated with 
Spencerville Lodge No. 251, A. F. and A. M., and 
has served as a member of the Spencerville School 
Board. Along with his professional work he carries 
the responsibilities of vice president of the Citizens 
Bank of Spencerville, of which Ira B. Post is presi- 
dent and cashier. 
Trust Company. 


CuHarLtes W. May. The enterprise and successful 
management of Charles W. May has done much to 
distinguish his farm, known as the Riverview Farm, 
as a place of well ordered industry and the home 
of fine livestock. Riverview Farm, containing 125 
acres, lies in section 16 of Marion Township, and 
is situated six miles southeast of Delphos on Elida 
rural route No. 1. 

Mr. May was born in Auglaize Township of Allen 
County March 26, 1863, a son of Nathaniel and 
Louisa (Rumbaugh) May. His father was born in 
Ross County, Ohio, March 8, 1832, and was brought 
to Allen County by his parents, early pioneers, when 
he was two years of age. The mother was born in 
Allen County in April, 1838, and her people were also 
among the first settlers of Allen County. They grew 
up here and after their marriage settled on a farm 
in Auglaize Township, later lived in Jackson Town- 
ship, in 1868 went west to Missouri, but soon 
returned, and in the spring of 1869 located in 
Amanda Township. About 1884 they sold their farm 
in that township and moved to Marion Township, 
where they spent the rest of their useful lives. The 
mother died in September, 1913, and the father on 
October 15, 1915. Both were very active members 
of the Zion Methodist Church, were identified with 
the Grange, and in politics the father exercised an 
independence of voting. In the family were ten 
children: Iona, wife of George A. Lutz, of Amanda 
Township; Charles W.; Almeda, wife of Reason 
Keith; Jasper, of Lima; Mrs. Ida Griffith, of Lima; 
Lillie, wife of Clinton Roush, of Lima; Cora, wife 
of Joseph Stouf, of Spencerville; Dexa, wife of 
Joseph Griffith, of West Cairo, Ohio; Ollie, wife of 
Virgil Holmes, living near Lafayette, Ohio; and 
Lulu, wife of Will Brenneman, of Lima. : 

Most of the years of his boyhood Charles W. May 
spent in Amanda Township, where he attended the 
local schools. At the age of twenty-one he began 
life for himself, his chief capital being his industry 
and training as a farmer. On December 25, 1886, he 
married Julia B. Ford, daughter of John C. and 
Elizabeth M. (Foust) Ford. Her father was born 
in Allen County October 15, 1846, and her mother 
in December, 1846. They were married December 
25, 1866, just twenty years before Mrs. May gave 
her hand in marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Ford have long 
been identified with the Zion Methodist Church, and 
he is a democrat and is affiliated with the lodge of 
Odd Fellows at Elida. Mrs. May is the oldest of 
three children. The only other one now living is 
Charles C., of Marion Township. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. May rented for 
several years, then bought a small tract of land, and 
with increased prosperity they came to their present 
home, where Mr. May has made a decided success, 
particularly in the breeding of Jersey cattle and 
Duroc hogs. He is a stockholder in the Elida Equity 
Exchange. 

Eight children were born to Mr. and Mrs. May: 
Verda E., wife of Wilmer W. Ditto; Goldie B., wife 
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of Edward Roush, of Amanda Township; Clifton, 
deceased; Gerald N., who for six months was with 
the colors, being trained at Camp Jackson in South 
Carolina; M. Ellis, who was also a soldier in the 
same regiment and camp with his brother; and 


Jessie E., Ogatha and Vertrice, who are the three 


younger children at home. The family are active 
in church and in the Marion Grange, both Mr. and 
Mrs. May having had an official part in the Grange. 
He is a democrat in politics. 


Hiram Hoover. While he did not come to Allen 
County until the present century, Hiram Hoover and 
family have become well known as good substantial 
citizens and prosperous farmers. Mr. Hoover owns 
a valuable farm four miles west of Elida, on rural 
route No. 1 in Marion Township, and his name is 
associated with all the substantial interests of that 
locality. é 

_Mr. Hoover was born in Rockingham County, Vir- 
ginia, January 22, 1852. His parents, Abraham and 
Hannah (Roadcap) Hoover, were natives of the 
same county and state, and spent all their lives © 
there. The father died at the age of seventy-five 
and the mother at eighty-six. Both were active 
in the Mennonite Church. For a number of years 
Abraham Hoover filled the post of roadmaster in 
his community. Of the family of eleven children six 
are still living: Elizabeth, wife of Jackson Shoe- 
maker, who was a soldier in the Confederate army; 
Delilah, wife of Joseph Neff, of Virginia; Abraham, 
who also was in the Confederate army and lives in 
Missouri; Hiram; Calvin and Daniel, both in Illinois. 

Hiram Hoover grew up on a Virginia farm and 
received his education in the Old Field schools. He 
married Eva Richie in Rockingham County, and 
after their marriage they devoted themselves to 
the interests of their home and farm in Virginia 
until they sold out and moved to Allen County in 
1904. Mr. Hoover first bought a farm of forty acres, 
sold that and bought sixty-eight acres north of 
Elida, and subsequently traded that for the 120-acre 
farm where he lives today. He is a stockholder 
in the Elida Equity Exchange, and all the family 
are members of the Mennonite Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hoover had four children. The 
oldest, Archie, lives in Colorado; Joseph is a resident 
of Iowa, while Bessie is the wife of J. B. Brem- 
menan. The youngest is Benjamin, of Elida, and he 
has two children, George, born July 18, 1905, and 
Mary, born November 1, 1909. After the death of 
his first wife Mr. Hoover of this review married 
Lydia Brunk. 


Isaac McKenzie. A man’s reputation is the prop- 
erty of the world, for the laws of nature have for- 
bidden isolation. Every human being either submits 
to or rises above the controlling influence which 
touches, controls, guides or misdirects others. If he 
be honest and successful in his chosen field of en- 
deavor, investigation will brighten his reputation and 
point the way along which others may follow with 
like success. The career of Isaac McKenzie, well 
known business man of Delphos, is of that class of 
enterprising citizens whose example is calculated to 
be an incentive to others for his efforts have met 
with a fair measure of success. 

Isaac McKenzie, proprietor of a marble and granite 
works on South Main street, Delphos, was born in 
Van Wert county, Ohio, on August 23, 1865, and is a 
son of John T. and Mary (Stickler) McKenzie. The 


112 


father was a native of Baltimore, ‘Maryland, while 
his wife was born in Germany, from which country 
she came to the United States with her parents at the 
age of nine years. They located in Seneca county, 
Ohio, where occurred her marriage to John T. Mc- 
Kenzie. Later they moved to Van Wert county, 
of which locality they were among the earliest set- 
tlers. Their home farm was located six miles south- 
west of Delphos, and there they continued to live 
until, late in life, they retired from active labor and 
moved to Delphos, where they spent the remaining 
years of their lives. They both were members of the 
United Brethren Church and active in its affairs. In 
politics Mr. McKenzie was a Republican. They be- 
came the parents of ten children, of whom six are 
living, namely: W. H., a retired farmer living in 
Delphos; C. W., of Toledo, Ohio; Martha E., the 
wife of Samuel Runyan, of Detroit, Michigan; Isaac, 
the subject of this sketch, and his twin brother, Jesse, 
who is engaged in the piano business in Delphos; Ida 
A., the wife of Frank Hilt, of Delphos. 

Isaac McKenzie was reared in Van Wert county, 
where he resided until thirty-eight years of age. In 
his youth he attended the district schools and the 
public school of Delphos. Upon attaining mature 
years he was variously employed in the factories 
about Delphos, including the hoop factory, and also 
was employed at Decatur, Indiana. He worked for 
three years as an inspector on the Clover Leaf Rail- 
road, following which he was in the grocery business 
for two years in Delphos. During the following 
four years he engaged in the drilling of water wells, 
and at the end of that period engaged in the monu- 
ment business in partnership with his brother Jesse, 
whose interest he afterward bought, and is still run- 
ning this business. He carries a large stock of fin- 
ished monuments and is constantly employed in their 
manufacture, having sold and placed some of the 
most pretentious monuments in this county. Through 
his good management and right treatment of his cus- 
tomers he has built up a large and representative 
patronage, covering a wide radius of surrounding 
country. : 

In 1886 Mr. McKenzie was married to Della 
Krutsch, and they became the parents of four chil- 
dren, three of whom are living, namely: Aaron B., 
deceased; Bessie E., the wife of Carl P. Roth, of 
Delphos; Donald O., at home, and Lola D., also at 
home. During the recent World war Donald enlisted 
in the United States army, being assigned to the 
Engineer Corps, with which he served ten months in 
France, being mainly employed in railroad work. 
Isaac McKenzie gives his support to the Republican 
party, though he has never been a seeker after public 
office. He takes a keen interest in local public affairs 
and is a warm supporter of every movement or en- 
terprise which promises to advance the material, civic 
or moral welfare of his community. Because of his 
honorable career, in his business success and his high 
personal character he holds an enviable position in 
the esteem of all who know him. 


ELMER A, ‘MILLER is serving his second term as 
county surveyor of Allen county, and his efficient 
administration has shown alike his technical abil- 
ity and his unswerving civic loyalty. Asa native son 
of the county, and as a valued official he is well en- 
titled to specific recognition in this publication. 

Elmer Amos Miller was born in Sugar Creek 
township, this county, December 20, 1873, and is a 
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son of Thomas Walter and Sarah (Kingsley) Miller, 
the father having long been one of the representative 
farmers of that township, where he continued to 
reside until his death, in 1909, and where his widow 
still resides. His grandfather was a native of Vir- 
ginia and became an early settler in Allen county, 
Ohio, where he secured a tract of Government land 
at the time of the administration of President An- 
drew Jackson, and where he developed a productive 
pioneer farm of eighty acres in section 24, Sugar 
Creek township, his son Thomas W. eventually com- 
ing into possession of the old homestead, which 1s 
still retained by the family. 

Elmer A. Miller was reared on ‘the old ancestral 
farmstead and gained his preliminary education in 
the district schools of his native township. In 1903 
he was graduated in the normal college at Lima with 
the degree of Bachelor of Pedagogy. For seventeen 
years thereafter he was a successful and popular 
teacher in the public schools, his service having been 
principally in Allen and Defiance counties and having 
included effective high-school work. In 1916 he re- 
ceived from Defiance College the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts. In August of the same year he was made 
the Democratic nominee for the office of surveyor 
of his native county, and the majority accorded him 
in the ensuing election attested alike his personal 
popularity and his hold upon the confidence and good 
will of the voters of the county. In 1918 he was 
re-elected for a second term of two years, and this 
vouches for the estimate placed upon his administra- 
tion. Mr. Miller gives unqualified allegiance to the 
Democratic party, is affiliated with the Masonic Fra- 
ternity, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
the Knights of the Maccabees. He holds membership 
in the Christian Church. Mr. Miller is the owner of 
a valuable farm property of 115 acres in his native 
county, and takes deep interest in all that concerns 
the civic and material prosperity and progress of the 
county. In furtherance of his technical knowledge 
he completed a thorough course in civil engineering 
through the medium of the celebrated Inter-National 
Correspondence School at Scranton, Pennsylvania. 
His name is still enrolled on the list of eligible bach- 
elors in Allen county. 


Reuspen Henry Rex is one of the substantial 
farmer citizens living in Bath township, his daily mail 
being delivered over rural route No. 8 out of Lima. 
Mr. Rex started to carve his fortune when a boy of 
only fifteen, and has been an industrious and steady 
worker all his life, earning wages, doing for himself, 
and altogether has been a valuable asset to any com- 
munity in which he has lived. 

Reuben Henry Rex was born in Polk township, 
Crawford county, Ohio, on a farm, September 17, 
1867, son of Elias and Mary (Pfeifer) Rex. His 
grandfather John W. Rex left Germany with his 
wife and settled in Pennsylvania, and lived out his 
years in Crawford county, that State, where he reared 
his family. Elias Rex, when a young man, left Craw- 
ford county, Pennsylvania, and moved to a county of 
the same name in Ohio. He was three times married 
and was the father of seventeen children. The 
mother of Reuben H. Rex died in 1874, when he was 
seven years of age. About that time the family 
moved to Leipsic, Putnam county, where Reuben ac- 
quired his early advantages in the public school. Still 
later he went with his father to Rockport in Alen 
county, where he finished his schooling. He left 
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home at fifteen and from that time forward has de- 
pended on his own exertions for everything that has 
come to him in the way of material prosperity. At 
that age he commanded the wages of thirteen dollars 
a month as a farm hand. He continued working on 
different farms until he was twenty-two, and in 1889 
he married Miss Estelle Gallaspie, daughter of An- 
drew and Barbara (Wagner) Gallaspie of Beaver 
Dam. Mr. and Mrs. Rex had two children, but both 
died young, Lois at the age of six months in 1890, 
and Nile at the age of ten in August, 1908. 

After his marriage Mr. Rex rented a farm at 
Beaver Dam for six years, for one year was a renter 
of forty acres in Monroe township, and then bought 
a small place near Allentown. He lived there three 
years and next moved to a forty acre farm with a 
log house in Bath township. That was his home 
until the fall of 1901, when he bought his present 
place of forty acres. He has engaged in general 
farming, has done much to improve his property, 
and when not busy with his own farm work his 
services have been in great demand as a blacksmith, 
which trade he thoroughly mastered. 

‘Mr. Rex has also played an important part in local 
affairs. He is a Republican in politics, and was 
elected trustee of Bath township in 1910 and re- 
elected for a second term in 1912. In October, 1919, 
he was appointed a member of the County Board of 
Health and is still serving in that capacity. Mr. 
Rex is a member of the Church of the Brethren. 


RatpH S. MarsHaty. Prominent among the 
younger generation of Allen county’s successful busi- 
ness men is Ralph S. Marshall, of Lima, who has 
built up a thriving trade as a dealer in sporting 
goods, and in bicycles and accessories, his establish- 
ment being advantageously located on Main street. 
A son of E. A. and Lydia (Hull) Marshall, he is a 
native. and to the manner born, his birth having oc- 
curred in Lima in 1894. He comes of honored 
Scotch-Irish stock, his immigrant ancestor on the 
paternal side having been the same as that of Chief 
Justice Marshall, the noted statesman, soldier and 
jurist. He is related also to Vice-President Thomas 
R. Marshall, both coming from the Indiana Mar- 
shalls. That branch of the family to which he belongs 
was prominent in the Civil War, and has long been 
active and influential in political affairs. His father, 
now chief engineer for the Illinois Pipe Lines Com- 
pany, is stationed at Lima. 

After his graduation from the Central High 
School, at Lima, Ralph S. Marshall entered the em- 
ploy of Gladwell & Grossley, and during the year he 
was with them learned the details of the bicycle 
business. He was subsequently similarly employed 
for a year in Detroit, Michigan, and later was with 
Harry Svengaard, a dealer in bicycles and sporting 
goods, his store being located on Woodward avenue, 
that city; between times, however, having worked in 
Flint, Michigan. Returning to Lima, Mr. Marshall 
was road tester for the Garford Motor Company for 
a year, after which, in partnership with Samuel E. 
Croushorn, he carried on a successful business for 
two and a half years as head of the Marshall- 
Croushorn Company, dealing in sporting goods, and 
having a bicycle agency. 

Enlisting in the United States Army on July 25, 
1913, Mr. Marshall was stationed at Camp Jackson, 
South Carolina, two months and was then trans- 
ferred to Camp Sevier, Greenville, South Carolina, 
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where he remained until receiving his honorable dis- 
charge January 6, 1919. Returning to Lima Mr. 
Marshall opened his present establishment at 701 
South Main street under the firm name of R. S. Mar- 
shall & Company, and has since built up a well-paying 
business, dealing in sporting goods of all kinds, and 
having the agency for both the Pierce and the Mar- 
shall bicycles. R. S. Marshall & Company besides 
this retail business does a jobbing business in bicycles 
and sporting goods. Mr. Marshall is a promoter of 
bicycle racing, bicycle picnics and other sports. 

In the earlier days, when he first became interested 
in the bicycle business, he ran a motorcycle, and 
gave cycle races through the country principally in 
the South, and acquired considerable fame as a 
cyclist. He is independent in his political relations, 


voting as he deems best, paying no regard to party 
affiliations. 


{ 

Leon B. Merritr. A man of unquestioned business 
ability and intelligence, Leo B. Merritt, of Lima, 
Allen county, is actively identified with the expan- 
sion of the automobile interests of this section of the 
state, as manager of the Sturtevant-Jones Company, 
in which he is a stockholder and director, having 
built up an extensive and remunerative business as a 
distributor of automobiles, handling the Marmon and 
Buick cars. A son of E. T. and Anna (Malle) Mer- 
ritt, he was born September 23, 1887, in Blanchard, 
Missouri, of French Huguenot ancestry. 

His great-grandfather Merritt settled in Ashta- 
bula county, Ohio. when young and remained there 
until after his marriage. Deciding to make a change 
of residence, he journeyed in a sailing vessel from 
Cleveland, this state, to Duluth, Minnesota, arriving 
there when the settlers were very few. He engaged 
in the lumber business, and being a man of enterprise 
and foresight established a fleet of sailing boats, and 
for many years did a good deal of freighting. The 
business was continued by his son, Napoleon B. Mer- 
ritt, grandfather of the subject of this sketch, who 
has watched with pride and pleasure the development 
and growth of his home city, Duluth, where he is now 
living retired at the venerable age of eighty-three 
years. 

The eldest child in a family consisting of five sons 
and one daughter, E. T. Merritt grew to manhood 
in Duluth, and for many years was actively asso- 
ciated with its mining interests. He was one of the 
discoverers of the mineral wealth of the Mesaba 
Range, a part of which he owned at one time. He 
subsequently embarked in the oil business, having 
valuable oil properties in Texas. To him and his 
wife, both of whom are living, five children have 
been born, four boys and a girl, Leon B. being the 
second child in succession of birth. 

Having obtained his preliminary education in the 
public schools of Duluth, Minnesota, Leon B. Mer- 
ritt was subsequently graduated from the Portland 
Academy in Portland, Oregon, after which he con- 
tinued his studies for three years in the University 
of Chicago, taking the scientific course. Returning 
to Minnesota in 1908, he was engaged in the mining 
business for awhile. Giving up that occupation, Mr. 
Merritt spent two and a half years in Atlanta, 
Georgia, where he built up a good business as a dis- 
tributor of Overland automobiles, his territory em- 
bracing Georgia, Florida and a part of Alabama. 
Returning north, he spent six months in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, as manager of the Becker Motor Company, 
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in which he was financially interested. Locating then 
in Cleveland, Ohio, he was manager of the Phila- 
delphia branch of the F. B. Stearns Company for 
six months, when the business was closed out on 
account of the World war. 

Coming from that city to Lima, Mr. Merritt was 
for a year associated with the Garford ‘Motor Truck 
Company, as distributor and traveling manager, hav- 
ing charge of its western territory. Since 1919 he 
has carried on a substantial business in the selling 
and distributing of the Marmon and Buick cars in 
the five counties that he covers, as follows: Allen, 
Van Wert, Putnam, Hardin and Auglaize, selling 
the Marmon cars and trucks in Mercer county also. 
Mr. Merritt has a service station in Lima, and is 
likewise interested in the Beckman Company. 

Mr. Merritt married in 1914 Louise Holdredge, 
daughter of Hiram and a Miss (Roberts) Holdredge, 
of Lima, and of their union three children have been 
born, Margaret, William Hoidredge and ‘Mary Ann. 
Politically Mr. ‘Merritt is a Republican. Socially he 
is a member of the Lima Club; the Lima Country 
Club; the Kiwanis Club; the Elks and the Lima 
Auto Club. Religiously Mr. and ‘Mrs. Merritt are 
worthy members of the Presbyterian Church. 


Ropert THoMAS Grecc. Noteworthy for his keen 
intelligence, business ability and good citizenship, 
Robert Thomas Gregg, of Lima, holds an honored 
position among the leading merchants of his com- 
munity, and as head of the well-known firm of R. 
T. Gregg & Company is carrying on an extensive 
business. He was born in 1861 on a farm in 
Pickaway county, Ohio, a son of the late Thomas 
and Melissa (Cook) Gregg, both members of 
early American families. His father, who suc- 
ceeded to the ancestral occupation, was engaged in 
mercantile pursuits until his death, about thirty- 
three years ago. 

Having received a practical education in the 
country and town schools, Robert Thomas Gregg 
began the battle of life on his own account as clerk 
in a general store in the country, where he re- 
mained fifteen years, and was afterward similarly 
employed in Baltimore, Ohio, twelve years. Go- 
ing then to Tiffin, Ohio, he opened a department 
store, and as junior member of the firm of C. F. 
Hansberger & Company carried on a thriving busi- 
ness for fifteen years. Selling his interests in the 
concern to his partner in 1903, Mr. Gregg es- 
tablished his present department store in Lima, 
and in its management has met with highly satis- 
factory results, the store being one of the largest, 
most popular and best patronized mercantile con- 
cerns in this section of the county. He possess- 
es excellent financial ability, and is one of the 
directors of the Lima Home and Savings Associa- 
tion. 

Mr. Gregg married in 1888 Emma J. Beery, who 
was born near Lancaster, Ohio, and into their 
pleasant household three children have made their 
advent namely: Roy Beery, born in 1890, married 
Hazel West, of Wilmington, Ohio, and they have 
two children: Margaret Catherine, a student in 
the Cincinnati College of Music, where she is 
taking lessons in vocal and instrumental music; 
and Robert T., Jr. Politically Mr. Gregg is a 
steadfast Republican, but has never been an as- 
pirant for public office, his business affairs de- 
manding his entire attention, 
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Wiitiam H. WetitMAN. The life history of him 
whose name heads this sketch has been closely 
indentified with Lima for a number of years. His 
life has been one of untiring activity and has been 
crowned with a degree of success attained only 
by those who devote themselves indetatigably to 
the work before them. He is of a high type of a 
business man, and none more then he deserves a 
fitting recognition among the representative citi- 
zens of his locality. 

William H. Wellman, who is senior partner and 
manager of the Lima Gordon Tire Company, was 
born on his father’s farm in Washington town- 
ship, Auglaize county, Ohio, in 1887, and is the 
second in order of birth in the-family of nine 
children which blessed the union of Harmon H. 
and Caroline (Katterhenry) Wellman. He is de- 
scended from sturdy old German stock, his pater- 
nal grandfather, George Wellman, having immi- 
grated from Germany to the United States and 
settled in Washington township, Auglaize county, 
where he engaged in farming during the remain- 
der of his life, his death occurring in 1880. Har- 
mon H. Wellman also has devoted his entire life 
to agricultural pursuits, and is still living on the 
same farm in Washington township where his 
father settled. In addition to general farming he 
also gives special attention to the raising of Jersey 
cattle and Brown Leghorn chickens, keeping none 
but full-bred stock in each line. His place, known 
as Elmdale farm, is located three miles southeast 
of St. Mary’s, Auglaize county, and comprises 100 
acres of excellent land, 

William H. Wellman secured his education in 
the public schools of Washington township and 
St. Mary’s, which he attended until twenty years 
of age. He then took a commercial course in the 
Lima Business College, and from 1913 to July, 
1919, he was employed as cashier by the White 
Mountain Dairy Company. On April 27, 1918, 
Mr. Wellman enlisted in the United States army 
and was sent to Camp Sherman, where he was 
appointed camp adjutant, with the rank of ser- 
geant. He had charge of the qualifications card 
department during practically the entire time he 
was at Camp Sherman, being assigned to the 
Permanent Camp Division. He was mustered out 
of service on December 17. 1918, and returned to 
Lima. On July 29, 1919, Mr. Wellman established 
a rubber tire and accessory business in Lima, 
which from a modest beginning has grewn to be 
one of the largest concerns of the kind in Lima. 
He has the distribution agency for the Miller & 
Hood tires in Allen county and also carries other 
well-known and standard makes. Mr. Wellman 
has devoted himself indefatigably to this business, 
and has won a well-earned reputation as a man 
of hustling qualities and sound business judg- 
ment, 

On June 24, 1920, Mr. Wellman was married to 
Ida Kuhlman, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Her- 
man Kuhlman, of New Knoxville. Ohio. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wellman are members of the Reformed 
Church. Mr. Wellman is an active member of the 
Lima Chamber of Commerce, the Merchants Asso- 
ciation, and the United Commercial Travelers. He 
takes. a public-spirited interest in the advancement 
of the community along material, civic, and moral 
lines and enjovs the confidence and esteem of the 
people generally. 
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D. Wison Hucues. With a practical experience 
as a chef of almost national tame back of him, 
D, Wilson Hughes is conducting the best res- 
taurant at Lima and has made it a popular resort 
for those who appreciate superior cooking and 
superfine service. It is no exaggeration to say 
that Mr. Hughes is the best known man at Lima, 
just as the Congress Restaurant is the most popu- 
lar establishment of its kind in the city. It is 
conveniently located at 134 North Main street. 

D. Wilson Hughes was born at Leipsic, Ohio, 
a son of Thomas and Jennie (Waltner) Hughes, 
of Welsh stock. At the age of sixteen years D. 
Wilson Hughes came to Lima with but $1.04 in 
his pocket, and with this amount bought a pair 
of overalls, this being before the present high 
prices prevailed, and began working for George 
Heffner in his eg case factory, receiving for his 
labors eighty-five cents a day. After a year at 
this employment the lad went with Charles King, 
restaurant man, and was paid $10 a month for 
washing dishes. This menial work was the be- 
ginning of his career in the restaurant business, 
and the subsequent events prove conclusively that 
it matters little what a man’s start in life may be, 
but entirely the material of which he is composed. 
If he wants to get ahead, his progress is certain. 
He must be willing to work, not only perform- 
ing an honest day’s labor for which he is paid, but 
doing the work of another in learning something 
new, so that whenever the occasion arises he will 
be able to take advantage of it. 

As a lad he had been interested in home cook- 
ing, and after he entered the restaurant he watched 
every operation until he became as proficient as 
the chef himself, and when there was a vacancy 
was able to fill and hold it for four years, when 
his services were secured by the Hotel Norval of 
Lima. He spent a year there, and then went to 
Findlay, Ohio, and was there for seven years 
working in several hotels and restaurants as chef. 
In the meanwhile his fame was growing, and trav- 
eling men were learning that the meals he pre- 
pared were of a quality far ahead of the majority 
of his calling. His success encouraged.him to go 
into business for himself, and coming back to 
Lima he opened in 1909 the Manhattan Restau- 
rant, but sold it the following year. Mr. Hughes 
then opened the Congress Chop House, at his 
present location, and has built up a trade second 
to none in this part of the state. He has great 
faith in Lima and has invested his profits in city 
enterprises and realty, and is a stockholder in the 
Lima Sheet Metal Products Company, and owns 
a large amount of residence and business property, 
including his own home. 

In 1898 Mr. Hughes was united in marriage 
with Rosa Danner, a daughter of Gottlieb and 
Catherine Danner, of Bluffton, Ohio, natives of 
the canton of Bern, Switzerland. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hughes have two children, namely, La Verne, 
who married Clara King, of Lima, has one child, 
Dona Catherine; and Willard Russell, who mar- 
ried Grace Ross, of Lima, Ohio. Mr. Hughes is 
independent politically. He belongs to the Cham- 
ber of Commerce. : 

Possessing in marked degree the.ability to make 
friends everywhere, he is easily one of the most 
popular men at Lima. It is his aim to make his 
establishment the very best of its kind in the 
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world, and he gives to each detail of his business 
a personal and practical supervision which cannot 
help but attain to desirable results and efficiency 
in every respect. As a chef he is an artist, and 
takes a pride in what he can accomplish in his 
profession, and those who enjoy the entertain- 
ments he is able to furnish feel that it is not only 
an important but also a dignified one, and one 
which more ought to cultivate, for there is a 
crying need today for good, wholesome food at- 
tractively cooked and served. 


Frank S. SmitH, M. D. Recognizing the fact that 
more effective service can be rendered if special 
attention is given some certain disease or dis- 
eases, some of the most successful medical men 
of the country have concentrated upon those mal- 
adies in which they are the most interested, and 
in this way have been able to acquire special skill 
and experience in their treatment and prevention. 
One of these eminent specialists is Dr. Frank S. 
Smith of Lima, who has made a particular study 
of surgery and diseases of women. 

Doctor Smith was born at Rushsylvania, Logan 
county, Ohio, on March 13, 1874, a son of Jere- 
miah W. and Eliza Jane (Sieg) Smith, natives of 
Delaware county, Ohio, and Ridgeway, Hardin 
county, Ohio, respectively. The paternal grand- 
father, Henry Smith, was born in New York, and 
the maternal grandfather, Jonathan Sieg, was 
born in Pennsylvania, and both became early set- 
tlers of Ohio. Henry Smith was a tavern keeper 
and farmer. His son, Jeremiah W. Smith, was a 
physician, and established himself in the practice 
of his profession at Marysville, Ohio. During the 
war between the North and the South he served 
as a soldier in the One Hundred and Thirteenth 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was assistant regi- 
mental surgeon. Later on in life he retired to 
his farm in Delaware county, Ohio, and there he 
died in 1892, but his widow survives him and 
makes her home with Doctor Smith, her only 
child. 

After attending the common schools of his 
native county Doctor Smith was graduated from 
the Marysville High School, and then entered the 
Wesleyan Ohio University at Delaware, and still 
later studied medicine at Starling Medical College 
at Columbus, Ohio, from which he was graduated 
in 1897. Doctor Smith has had a somewhat varied 
experience, and practiced at West Union and Wil- 
lard, Ohio, prior to coming to Lima, and for two 
years was the physician at the Ohio Hospital for 
Epileptics. Doctor Smith has his offices in the 
Citizens Building at Lima, and has built up a 
large practice in his specialties. 

On March 22, 1913, Doctor Smith was united in 
marriage with Blanche Moch, born at Gallipolis, 
Ohio, a daughter of Abraham and Amelia (Blatt) 
Moch. Doctor and Mrs. Smith have two children, 
Blanche Josephine and Amelia Ann. In politics 
he is a Democrat, and he served as pension ex- 
aminer and health officer of Huron county, Ohio. 
Fraternally he belongs to Lima Lodge No. 54, B. 
P. O. E.; Willard Aerie No. 550, F. O. E.; Junior 
Order United American Mechanics of Lima, and 
the J. O. N. A. M. of Lima. Doctor Smith main- 
tains professional connections with the Allen 
County Medical Society and the Ohio State Med- 
ical Society. The fundamental gauge of any man’s 
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character is his standing among his associates, 
and judged by this Doctor Smith measures up to 
the highest standards of his profession. Like 
the majority of medical men, he is essentially a 
humanitarian and has always been willing to put 
his shoulder to the wheel of progress no matter 
at what cost to himself. The breadth of his sym- 
pathies is only limited by the limitations of human 
endurance, and he is recognized as a friend of his 
patients as well as an efficient healer. 


Tuomas Taytor SIDENER was born at Clearport, 
Fairfield county, Ohio, on April 17, 1867, and is the 
son of Noah and Mary (Greer) Sidener, of Fair- 
field county, Ohio. His grandparents, George and 
Barbara (Brashears) Sidener, were from one of the 
eastern states, probably Maryland or Pennsylvania. 
Noah and Mary Sidener were married in 1851, and 
settled on a farm in Fairfield county, where they 
lived until Mr. Sidener’s death, which occurred in 
1875. His widow then brought her six children to 
South Warsaw, Allen county, and settled on a farm, 
where she spent her remaining days, her death oc- 
curring in 1899. To these worthy parents were born 
the following children: Charles, deceased; Sterling, 
Joseph and Fenton, of Perry township, Allen county; 
Ross, who died in 1902; Thomas T., the immediate 
subject of this sketch; and Effie, of Perry township. 

Thomas T. Sidener attended the district schools 
of his home neighborhood, and then took a course 
in the National Normal University at Lebanon, Ohio. 
He then engaged in teaching school, following that 
vocation during fourteen successive winters, while 
his summer months were spent in work on the farm. 
In 1902 he entered the Eclectic Medical College in 
Cincinnati, where he was graduated in 1906 with 
honors, being selected to make the class address. In 
the fall of that year Doctor Sidener came to Lima 
and entered upon the active practice of his profes- 
sion, in which he has been engaged continuously 
since. The people have found him a man to be de- 
pended upon, his patients knowing that they can 
repose the utmost confidence in him and rely upon 
his judgment, therefore he has built up a large and 
lucrative practice. 

Thomas T. Sidener was married in March, 1899, 
to Belle Lippincott, who was born and reared in 
Allen county, the daughter of Amos and Mary 
(Budd) Lippincott. Both of her parents are natives 
of Ohio, the father having been born in Champaign 
county and the mother in Allen county. To Doctor 
and Mrs. Sidener have been born the following 
children: Helen, Mildred and Thomas. 

Politically Doctor Sidener gives his support to 
the Republican party, while fraternally he is a mem- 
ber of the Modern Woodmen of America and the 
Knights of the Maccabees. He and his wife are 
members of the Epworth Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Because of his professional success and his 
high personal character, the Doctor is held in high 
esteem by all classes. 


Mrs. Lavina Jennincs, of 775 West Main street, 
Lima. is an old resident of Allen county and related 
to several of the oldest families in the annals of 
earlv settlement. 

Mrs. Jennings was born in Monroe townshin of 
Allen countv, a daughter of John and Elizabeth 
(Morris) Hartman. Her mother was born in Mon- 
roe township September 28, 1835, and has lived at 
one place in the county since March 4, 1855, being 
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one of the oldest inhabitants of that section. Her 
brother, George Morris, was born in October, 1833, 
and is also still living in Monroe township. They 
were the children of Henry and Margaret ( Weaver) 
Morris. Henry Morris was a Baptist minister and 
preached in a number of pioneer communities in 
Allen county. John Hartman, father of Mrs. Jen- 
nings, was born in Pickaway county, Ohio, the son 
of John and Rebecca (Thomas) Hartman, who 
pioneered to Monroe township of Allen county when 
all the country was new. 

Lavina Hartman was first married to Adam Mil- 
ler. He was born in Germany, a son of Michael and 
Mary (Kunkleman) Miller, who came from their 
native country and settled in Monroe township of 
Allen county as early as 1835. Michael Miller en- 
tered land, cleared it up and developed a good farm. 
After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Miller settled at 
the old Miller homestead in Monroe township, which 
Adam Miller acquired to the extent of a hundred 
twenty acres. He lived there an honest and sturdy 
farmer and upright citizen until his death on Sep- 
tember 1, 1890. 

Mrs. Miller continued to live at the home farm 
until 1904, when she removed to Columbus Grove, 
and in May, 1907, became the wife of Mr. Gregory 
Jennings. Mr. Jennings was born in Allen county 
September 13, 1836, grew up on a farm and gave 
the best years of his life to the agricultural vocation. 
His first wife was Celinda Hall, and by that mar- 
riage he had a family of nine children. For many 
years he lived on a farm in Monroe township, but 
was living on a farm in Cuyahoga county, Ohio, 
when his wife, Celinda, died. Mr. and Mrs. Jen- 
nings in October following their marriage moved to 
Lima, where Mr. Jennings lived retired until his 
death on December 26, 1913. 

Mrs. Jennings by her marriage to Adam Miller 
had three children: Marvy Elizabeth, wife of James 
Snyder, of Warsaw, Indiana: John M., who died at 
the age of twenty-six; and Joseph W., who lives in 
American township. 

Mrs. Jennings received her early education in 
School District No. 3 of Monroe township. She is 
an active member of the Methodist Church, while 
Mr. Miller was a Lutheran. Adam Miller served as 
a trustee of Monroe township and was a member of 
the National Union of Columbus Grove. The late 
Gregory Jennings was a veteran of the Civil War, 
having served a period of ninety days in the Fifty- 
First Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 


James Merrit ALEXANDER has been one of the 
young business men of Lima for the past twenty 
years, and has had a progressive career of advance- 
ment until he is now general manager of the Lima 
Ice and Coal Company. 

Mr. Alexander was born at Rockford, Mercer 
county, Ohio, in 1882, a son of O. S. and Amanda 
(Swander) Alexander. He is of English ancestry, 
and the Alexanders have been in this country for 
many generations. The oldest of four children, Mr. 
Alexander attended public school at Rockford. Ohio, 
also the high school, and for two vears beginning in 
1897 pursued a business course in Notre Dame Uni- 
versity. 

When he came to Lima in 1900 his first work was 
as driver of an ice wagon. For six years he served 
the company in that capacity, was then made a com- 
panv foreman, filling that office seven years, and 
since 1919 has been general manager of the business. 
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The company is incorporated for eighty-five thou- 
sand dollars, and is one of the real public service 
institutions of the city. 

In 1903 Mr. Alexander married Miss Estelle May 
Runyan, daughter of William and Jennie Runyan, 
of Sidney, Ohio. They have one son, Carl Ander- 
son, born in 1906. Mr. Alexander is a Democrat 
and a member of the Epworth Church. 


FranK A. THomas. For nearly forty years the 
Thomas family has had a recognized prominence in 
Lima in connection with the produce and general 
packing industry. One of the family, Frank A. 
Thomas, who went from Lima to engage in the 
commission business in Boston, has for some years 
past resumed his place among Lima business men, 
where he is a director and stockholder in the Lima 
Packing Company and has numerous other business, 
civic and social relations with the community. 

He is a son of the late Morgan Thomas, for many 
years a resident of Lima, and whose life was an ex- 
ample of splendid integrity and Christian character. 
The Thomas ancestry is Welsh, though the father 
of Morgan Thomas, Edward Thomas, was born in 
Germany, where his father at the time was a mer- 
chant. Edward Thomas came to America and for 
many years was a shoe merchant in New York city, 
but spent his last years at Urbana, Ohio. 

Morgan Thomas, the oldest of three children, was 
born in New York city September 19, 1839. During 
all his active career he was in the commission busi- 
ness and in 1871 came west to Sidney, Ohio, and in 
1882 located at Lima, where he lived until h's death, 
November 16, 1911, at the age of seventy-two years, 
one month and twenty-seven days. Along with the 
capable management of his business affairs he took 
a deep interest in the life of the community, serving 
two years on the city council, and at the time of the 
Civil war was a member of the New York Militia 
and helped quell some of the draft riots. But out- 
side of home and business his longest and most con- 
sistent relationship was as a member of the Baptist 
Church. For nearly thirty years he was a member 
of the First Church at Lima, and a large part of 
that time served as deacon. He was twice married, 
his wives being sisters, Diana and Johanna Unken- 
holz. Johanna Thomas died in 1905. Morgan 
Thomas was survived by four sons, Charles E., Ben- 
jamin F., Joseph '‘M. and Frank A., and one daugh- 
ter, Mrs. William J. Fitzgerald. 

Of the sons Frank A. Thomas was born at Sidney, 
Shelby county, Ohio, in 1874, being the youngest of 
the five children. From the age of eight he was 
reared in Lima, where he attended the grammar and 
high schools and the Lima Business College. For 
three years he was employed by his father as a buyer 
of butter, eggs and poultry, then went east and 
opened up a commission house in Boston under the 
name M. Thomas & Sons. In that enterprise his 
brother Joseph M. was associated with him for seven 
years. In 1900 Mr. Thomas returned to Lima and 
joined his brother Benjamin F. and W. C. Bradley 
in establishing the Lima Packing Company, and he 
has had an official part in its management ever since. 
This is one of the important industries of Lima and 
emplovs seventy-five people. The company kill and 
dress hogs and cattle and do a general packing busi- 
ness, shipping their products all over the state. t 

Among other important interests Mr. Thomas is 
vice president and treasurer of the Manufacturers 
Supply Company, is president of the Lima Construc- 


117 


tion Company, and manager of the Lima coal mines 
at Hobson, Ohio. 

In 1898 he married Mary J. ‘Morris, daughter of 
M. J. and Elizabeth Morris, of Lima. They have 
one son, Morris A., twenty years of age and: living 
at Lima. Mr. Thomas is a Republican voter, and a 
York and Scottish Rite Mason, being affiliated with 
Antioch Temple of the Shrine at Dayton. He is a 
member of the Lima Lodge of Elks, the United Com- 
mercial Travelers, the Travelers Protective Associa- 
tion, the Kiwanis Club, Chamber of Commerce and 
Shawnee Country Club. 


Sinus OLIverR FreNcH, chief engineer of the Crys- 
tal Ice and Coal Company of Lima, has had a long 
and varied experience in the petroleum products in- 
dustry, having started his career as a youth in the 
famous petroleum district around Oil City, Pennsyl- 
vania. He is one of Lima’s leading and public spirited 
citizens, and has been a resident of this city for a 
number of years. 

He was born at St. Petersburg, Clarion county, 
Pennsylvania, September, 8, 1859, and is of Scotch 
ancestry. He is a son of William H. and Marilda C. 
(Porter) French. His father was a coal mine opera- 
tor in Pennsylvania. The second of nine children, 
S. O. French was educated in the public schools of 
his native state to the age of sixteen, and then going 
to Oil City entered the service of the Standard Oil 
Company and for seven years was employed in the 
paraffin department. Another two years he spent 
as pipe inspector with the Oil City Tube Company. 
_ It was his knowledge of the petroleum products 
industry that brought ‘Mr. French to Lima, and for 
twenty-one years he was employed as refrigerating 
engineer in the parafine department of the Solar Re- 
fining Company. He finally left that industry in 1912 
to become chief engineer of the Crystal Ice and Coal 
Company, and is also one of the stockholders of this 
corporation. Mr. French has acquired some Lima 
real estate since becoming a resident of that city. 
He is a Democrat, a member of the Engineers As- 
sociation of the United States, and is affiliated with 
the Knights of the Golden Eagle and is a member of 
the Presbyterian Church. 

In 1880 he married Miss Minnie Williams, a 
daughter of Perry and Nancy (McMillen) Williams, 
of Venango county, Pennsylvania. Three children 
were born to their marriage: Harold Lee, born in 
1882, is married, lives at Marion, Ohio, and has two 
children; Roger Williams, of Lima, is married and 
has two children; and Mildred, who died in 1914, at 
the age of twenty-four, was Mrs. Howard Chapman, 
of Lima. 


ALBERT FREDERICK SMITH, general superintendent 
of the Lima Cord, Sole and Heel Company, has spent 
practically all his active career in some branch of 
the rubber industry, having grown up in the great 
rubber city of Akron, where he lived for many 
years, until coming to Lima. 

Mr. Smith was born at Akron November 21, 1881, 
son of Frederick S. and Alice (Kintz) Smith. His 
grandfather Sebastian, who spelled the family name 
Schmitz, came from Germany when a young man, 
having previously been a coal mine inspector in the 
Government service in Germany. After coming to 
this country he conducted a general store and tavern 
at Massillon, Ohio. Of his six children Frederick 
S. was the second in age, and for many years has 
been a leading building contractor of Akron, where 
both he and his wife are still living. 
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Albert F. Smith, the oldest son of four sons and 
two daughters, was educated in the parochial schools 
of Akron to the age of thirteen. He then went to work 
with his father and acquired a varied knowledge of 
the building trades, but at the age of seventeen 
turned from a prospective career as a building con- 
tractor to go to work as a laborer in the mechanical 
rubber department of the B. F. Goodrich Rubber 
Company. At the end of three months he was put 
in charge of the mechanical department, being pro- 
moted to manager, and for seventeen years was con- 
nected with the Goodrich Company. Following that 
for five years he was in charge of the Mechanical 
Rubber Goods Department of the Firestone Tire & 
Rubber Company, and left that to come to Lima 
and serve as the chief technical expert to the Lima 
Cord, Sole and Heel Company. This is one of 
Lima’s leading industries, the company being in- 
corporated for two hundred thousand dollars, and 
the output is a line of fabric soles and rubber heels. 
Mr. Smith is also a stockholder and director in the 
company and is a stockholder in the Firestone Tire 
& Rubber Company of Akron and the Mason Tire 
& Rubber Company of Kent, Ohio. He has also 
accuired some real estate interests. 

In 1903 Mr. Smith married Ada C. Gardner, 
daughter of Henry and Katherine (Whitman) Gard- 
ner, of Doylestown, Ohio. They have two children, 
Blanche Katherine, born in 1906, and Bertha Cecelia 
born in 1910, Mr. Smith is ai independent voter, 
is a member of St. Rose Catholic Church and is 
affiliated with the Akron Lodge of Catholic Knights 
of Ohio. He is also one of the leading members of 
the Lima Chamber of Commerce. 


Watvtace H. Hartzcer has during the past year 
or so become a substantial factor in the commercial 
life of Lima as manager of the P & Q Stores on 
the Public Square, a business where a great many 
of the people of good taste and thrifty judgment 
buy their clothing and furnishings. 

Mr. Hartzler comes of a family of merchants, and 
was born at Hicksville, Defiance county, Ohio, Sep- 
tember 2, 1882. He is of old Pennsylvania German 
stock and a son of Jacob and Martha (Hart) 
Hartzler. He is the youngest of five children and 
was educated at Hicksville to the age of seventeen. 
He then spent two years learning the baker’s trade 
at Hicksville, where his father for years has con- 
ducted a bakery business. Leaving that trade. he 
became a truck driver with the firm of Boon & Bev- 
ington Company, later spent a year as clerk in the 
grocery department of the same firm, subsequently 
was salesman in the clothing department six years, 
and then removed to Woodsfield, Monroe county, 
Ohio, where for three years he was connected with 
the Woodsfield Clothing Company as a salesman. 
His next place of business experience was at Colum- 
bus Grove, Ohio, where he was a salesman for the 
Laughlin & Ogan Company and: for seven years with 
the Eiderman Clothing Company. It was with this 
wealth of training and experience that Mr. Hartzler 
was appointed to open the Lima branch of the P & 
Q Stores, and he has been manager of that establish- 
ment since September, 1919. The business requires 
the services. of five people besides Mr. Hartzler, and 
has been rapidly growing and increasing in patron- 
age. 

In 1913 Mr. Hartzler married Cleo Cowden, 
daughter of Elias and Martha (Roberts) Cowden, 


HISTORY OF ALLENSCOUNT 


of Columbus Grove. Politically he votes as a Re- 
publican, and is affiliated with Hicksville Lodge No. 
478, A. F. and A. M. 


Carson Lewis DauzeLy. Every branch of industry 
is represented at Lima because it not only has a 
large and constantly augmented population whose de- 
mands are insistent, but it is also a distributing 
center for a wide territory contiguous to it. A num- 
ber of the alert men of the state have found it 
profitable to locate their houses here, and among 
them one worthy of special comment is Carson 
Lewis Dalzell, member of the Glover & Winters 
Company, wholesale millinery, at number 136 and 
138 West High street. i 

Mr. Dalzell was born in Allen county, Ohio, in 
1863, a son of Elijah and Nancy (Mowen) Dalzell. 
The great-grandfather came to this country from the 
north of Ireland, being of Scotch-Irish stock, and 
located at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from whence 
he moved to Columbiana county, Ohio. The grand- 
father, a blacksmith by trade, moved from Colum- 
biana county, Ohio, to Allen county, and in the latter 
county Elijah Dalzell developed into a contractor of 
some note, and was engaged in do:ng a large business 
until his death, which occurred in 1886, when he was 
sixty-three years old. He and his wife became the 
parents of ten children, of whom six are now living, 
and of them all Carson Lewis Dalzell was the fifth 
in order of birth. 

When he was six weeks old the family moved to 
Lima, so Carson Lewis Dalzell was reared in this 
city and given the advantages offered by its ex- 
cellent public schools, and he completed the high 
school course. Going to work, Mr. Dalzell was 
employed by a contractor, and was thus engaged for 
four years. He then engaged with the Adams Ex- 
press Company as agent, going from that concern to 
the Buckeye Pipe Line Company as bookkeeper and 
accountant, and remained with that corporation for 
twenty-four years, He was thrifty and prudent. 
saved his money, and finally in 1913, was able to buy 
an interest in his present company, and has since 
been connected with it with gratifying results. This 
company make and sell at retail and wholesale milli- 
nery, the territory covered by them extending over a 
radius of fifty miles, and employment is given to 
sixteen persons. 

Mr. Dalzell was married in 1911 to Betty Schne- 
wind, a daughter of Henry and Barbetta (Adler) 
Schnewind of Lima. There are no children. Mr. 
Dalzell is a Republican. He belongs to the Knights 
of Pythias. A man of strong convictions and deep 
thought, after due consideration he has found in the 
teachings of Christian Science the medium for the 
expression of his religious belief. 


Otis R. Morey. One of the careful agriculturists 
and respected citizens of Spencer township, Allen 
county, is Otis R. Morey, a man whose history 
furnishes a splendid example of what may be ac- 
complished through determined purpose, laudable 
ambition and well-directed efforts. Starting out 
in life for himself at an early age, he has steadily 
worked his way upward, winning success in fiis 
chosen field of endeavor and gaining the respect 
of the public through his consistent actions in all 
the relations which he has sustained with his fel- 
low men, 

_ Otis R. Morey. whose fine farm of 120 acres 
lies two miles east and a half mile south of Spen- 


PoC B72 1 


LEVEN S 


ASKOIEN, 


i ih 


> a 
is 7 wy) = - . i 
my Bi @ : = 
Minronete Alen dele = 
oe : bee pos ' = 
pee ( Mal. J tear wan Se a 
- ———— os 
a Ya 7 


BISTORY, OF ALLEN COUNTY 


cerville, Ohio, was born in that town on May 11, 
1886, and is the son of Cyrus Z. and Sarah E. 
(Bitters) Morey. His father was born in Auglaize 
county, Ohio, on October 6, 1852, and died on 
October 17, 1916, while his wife, who was born 
in Allen county on February 27, 1862, passed away 
in March, 1902. They were married in Auglaize 
county and settled on a farm there, remaining 
there until their. removal to Spencerville, where 
their last years were spent. Cyrus Morey had a 
high reputation as an educator, was superintendent 
of the Spencerville schools, and taught school the 
greater part of his life. He and his wife were 
members of the Christian Church. He was a 
Democrat: in his political views, and was a mem- 
ber of the Improved Order of Red Men. To him 
and his wife were born four children, all of whom 
are living, namely; Otis R., the subject of this 
sketch; Frankie, who after her graduation from 
the Spencerville schools become a teacher, and is 
now the wife of Strange Eley of Conant; Lois, 
the wife of Simon Hines, of Saint Mary’s; and 
Opal G., who remains unmarried, and is also a 
graduate of the public schools. 

Otis R. Morey was reared in Spencerville and 
secured his educational training in the public 
schools of that town. At the age of seventeen 
years he began life on his own account and went 
west, where during the following fourteen years 
he was employed at various places as a farm hand, 
and during that period he lived in twenty-two dif- 
ferent states of the Union. He was economical 
of his means and saved some money, but, tiring of 
that kind of a life, he returned to Allen county 
and with his sister Opal he bought the old home 
farm of 120 acres, where he has since lived and to 
the operation of which he has devoted himself. 
His extensive experience in farm work, under 
varying conditions, gave him an unusual oppor- 
tunity for absorbing first-hand information as to 
different agricultural methods, and he is consid- 
ered a man of thoroughly progressive and up-to- 
date ideas. He raises all the crops common to 
this locality and also gives considerable attention 
to the raising of sheep and Barred Plymouth Rock 
chickens, in which also he has met with good 
success. 

Mr. Morey gives his political support to the 
Democratic party. He is a stockholder in the 
Farmers Union Elevator at Spencerville, and is a 
supporter of every enterprise for the advancement 
of the general welfare. By reason of his inde- 
fatigable labor and honest effort he has not only 
acquired a well merited material prosperity, but 
has also earned the highest esteem of all with 
whom he has been associated. 


Curtis C. Brack. Interior decorating has been 
developed from a busines into an art, and the 
public has become educated to the point of de- 
manding and receiving beautiful materials for 
their homes at a low price. One of the experi- 
enced decorators of Lima who has a_ business 
which extends outside the city for a distance of 
fifty miles is Curtis C. Black, sole proprietor of 
Black Wall Paper Store. 

Mr. Black was born on a farm near Convoy, 
Van Wert county, Ohio, November 1, 1893, a son 
of James and Margaret (Church) Black. The 
family is of English stock, and for many years 
back have been connected with agricultural de- 
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velopment and activities. James Black owned a 
farm in Wilshire township, Van Wert county, 
Ohio, but died when his son Curtis C. Black was 
twelve years of age, and he had the further mis- 
fortune to lose his mother when he was thirteen 
years old. 

The lad was attending the country schools when 
his mother died, and this loss throwing him on his 
own resources he left school and secured employ- 
ment with the Erie Railroad as a section hand. 
He was stationed at Glenmore, Ohio, and re- 
mained with that road for sixteen years. When 
he was seventeen he was promoted to the position 
of foreman of a track laying gang on the Erie 
Railroad, and they were occupied in laying a 
double track through Glenmore and for a distance 
of seven miles beyond that place. Young as he 
was he had forty men under his supervision, and 
was able to control them and get a good amount 
of work out of them. Learning to be a decorator 
at Glenmore, he worked for others for two years, 
and then established himself in business as a dec- 
orator, leaving Glenmore in 1912 to come to Lima, 
where he worked as a journeyman decorator for 
A. D. Hale for two years. Mr. Black then bought 
an established decorating business from J. W. 
Mowen, and has conducted it ever since, and has 
been very successful. He gives employment to 
fourteen men. His business is located at 215 
West High street. He is also interested in a 
rubber tire business, and is a man of means. 

Mr. Black was united in marriage to Lydia Stilgen- 
bauer, a daughter of J. W. and Phoebe (Klein) 
Stilgenbauer, of Glenmore, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. 
Black have one daughter, Leona. Preferring to 
exercise his own judgment, Mr. Black has not defi- 
nitely connected himself with any party, but casts his 
vote for the man he deems is best fitted for the office 
under consideration. A man of a religious turn of 
mind, he finds in the simple creed of the United 
Brethren the expression of his own views, and has 
long been a member of that church. In his fraternal 
affliations he maintains membership with the Benev- 
olent and Protective Order of Elks and Loyal 
Order of Moose. A man of unusual ability in his 
calling, Mr. Black has been able to build up a fine 
business, and deserves the prosperity which is at- 
tending him, for he has worked hard for it. Few 
boys of today could begin to support themselves at 
the age he was thrown upon the mercies of the world. 
His educational opportunities were of necessity 
limited, but he has known how to teach himself 
and is today a well-posted and very intelligent 
man, with definite opinions on public questions. 
His pride in Lima is deep and sincere, and he can 
be depended upon to give a public-spirited sup- 
port to those measures which he believes will 
work out for its welfare. 


Crayton ‘M. PAINE, junior member of the Gable- 
Paine Company, wholesale dealers in hay and 
grain at 212 and 213 Business College Building, is 
one of the substantial and alert business men of 
Lima, and one who has won his own place in the 
commercial life of Allen county. He was born 
at Toledo, Ohio, September 19, 1887, a son of 
Cassius M. and Jeanette (Thompson) Paine. The 
family is of Scotch-Irish stock, the ancestors hav- 
ing come to this country in an early day and set- 
tled in Cayuga county, New York. The older 
generations were occupied with farming and school 
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teaching. C. M. Paine was a school teacher in the 
state of Michigan for a number of years. 

Growing up at Toledo, Ohio, Clayton M. Paine 
attended the graded schools there, and then be- 
came a student of the Lima High School, from 
which he was graduated in 1900, at the head of the 
class. Following that event he took a commercial 
and stenographic course in the Lima Business 
College. Going into business life, Mr. Paine be- 
came stenographer for the freight agent of the 
Lake Erie & Western Railroad, and held that 
position for eighteen months. He was then office 
secretary of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion for six months, leaving that organization to 
go with the old National Bank as messenger. He 
rose to be assistant bookkeeper and head book- 
keeper, and then left that bank to become receiv- 
ing teller for the German-American Bank, and 
when he left that institution in August, 1918, he 
was assistant cashier. Mr. Paine then becaine 
secretary for the T. P. Riddle Wholesale Hay and 
Grain Company, and continued as such until July 
15, 1920, when he and C. H. Gable bought the 
business from Mr. Riddle and are now conducting 
it as the Gable-Paine Company. Their territory 
embraces the city and country for a radius of fifty 
miles, and already a heavy increase is shown in 
their trade. 

Mr. Paine was united in marriage with Myrtle 
Philliams, a daughter of John and Melissa (Wil- 
son) Philliams, of Lima, the ceremony taking 
place in August, 1915. There are no children. Mr. 
Paine is a Republican, and steadfastly supports 
the platform and candidates of his party. He 
holds membership in the Kiwanis Club. The 
Market Street Presbyterian Church affords him a 
medium for the expression of his religious creed. 
An energetic, alert business man of modern ideas, 
Mr. Paine is well fitted for his business responsi- 
bilities, and he and his partner have a bright 
future before them. As a citizen he measures up 
to excellent standards, and takes a pride in the 
city with which all of his business life is connected, 
and in which his interests are centered, and is pre- 
pared to render it an efficient service whenever and 
however the occasion arises. 


Epwarp AARON Dean. The record of the accom- 
plishments of some men in the brief span of their 
life’s period reads like a romance. Without knowl- 
edge of all of the conditions it seems almost im- 
possible that one man could climb so high, or find 
time to superintend the details of so many concerns, 
and yet there are a large number of energetic busi- 
ness men who are of inestimable value to their com- 
munities because of the interest they excite in finan- 
cial and industrial circles, which is a healthy stimu- 
lus to tradé. One of the men who is connected with 
many of the leading enterprises of Lima and is very 
active in real-estate and as an oil producer is Edward 
Aaron Dean, a stockholder of the Wentworth-Dean 
Company, the “South Side Star,” the Lima Trust 
Company, the Lima Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany, the Chalmers Pump Manufacturing Company, 
the Cleveland Discount Company of Cleveland, Ohio, 
the Arab Oil Company of Sandy Lake, Pennsylvania, 
and other enterprises. 

Edward Aaron Dean was born in Stockport, Eng- 
land, a son of Thomas and Rebecca (Unsworth) 
Dean, both natives of Stockport, England, Both the 
father and grandfather were millwrights by trade. 
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The father died in England, and his widow came to 
the United States in 1857 with her son and a daugh- 
ter, Caroline, taking passage in a sailing vessel which 
took four weeks and four days to cross the ocean. 
The little party landed in New York city, New York, 
from whence they traveled to Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania. At the time he was brought here Mr. Dean 
was only four years old, as he was born December 
1, 1853, and he was practically reared in this coun- 
try. The public schools of Pittsburgh gave him his 
schooling until he was thirteen years old, and then 
at that tender age he began working in the Pitts- 
burgh Cotton Mill as bobbin boy, and when only 
fourteen years old was made a weaver. He re- 
mained there until he was sixteen, and then began 
learning the trade of a plumber and gasfitter, leav- 
ing Pittsburgh when eighteen and going to Butler, 
Pennsylvania, where he had charge of a Pittsburgh 
plumbing company for one year. Buying this busi- 
ness, he conducted it himself for a year, then sold 
it. Realizing the need of a better education, he 
then went to Poughkeepsie, New York, and took a 
commercial course in the Eastman Business College. 

Having learned the fundamentals of business at 
college and in a practical way Mr. Dean entered 
into a new phase of his career and for six years 
was accountant for the general store of Drake & 
Holbert at Port Jervis, New York. In 1884 Mr. 
Dean came to Lima, Ohio, and until 1889 was en- 
gaged in the dry goods business in South Jima, but 
sold his establishment in 1889. He then accepted 
the position of bookkeeper and general manager for 
the Sinclair & Morrison Company manufacturers 
of oil well tools. Mr. Dean was with this concern 
for twenty-eight years, and he finally bought the Ohio 
Shop and closed the business in 1919. As he has 
become convinced of the solidity of various enter- 
prises he has invested in them, and in a number of 
them owns a controlling interest. 

On December 28, 1876, Mr. Dean was united in 
marriage with Mary Pomeroy, a daughter of George 
and Flora (Yady) Pomeroy, and they became the 
parents of eight children, four of whom are dead. 
Howard P. married Charity Mitchell, of Lima, and 
has a son Sinclair Mitchell Dean. Walter Odell, 
who married F. Hazel Axline, died in 1913. Earl 
Cragg, who was born in 1886, died in 1902. Chester 
Eugene, who was born in 1888, is an architect of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Doris Wright, who was 
born in 1890, married Charles Chappell, of Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, and has two children, Howard 
E. and Mary Louise. Edna Graham. who was born 
in 1893, married C. R. Alexander, of Lima, and has 
two children, Betty Jane and Charles Dean. 

‘Mr, Dean is a Republican, and has served on the 
school board for three years. He was a member of 
the Lima Sinking Fund, for four years, and was on 
the civil service commission three vears. He is a 
thirty-second degree Mason. In his religious life 
he maintains membership with the Associate Uni- 
tarian Church of Boston, Massachusetts. From the 
time he came to Lima Mr. Dean began to rapidly 
acquire respect from the business men, and now oc- 
cupies a commanding position among them. In his 
civic life he has that broader sense of responsibility 
which goes toward the making of the dependable 
citizen, and has long been recognized as one of the 
most constructive factors in the city and county. 


Georcrt Srrevens, located at 127 and 129 North 
Union street. is one of the oldest practical horse 
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shoers of Lima, and he has been continuously en- 
gaged in this line of business for thirty years. He 
was born at Monroeville, Indiana, January 14, 1873, 
a son of Henry and Sarah E. (Barnes) Stevens. The 
family is an old-established one of Scotch-Irish 
stock. During the four year war between the North 
and the South Henry Stevens served in the Union 
army, and never fully recovered from the effects of 
the hardships he endured, for he died when his son 
George was a child. His widow survived him many 
years, and died January 4, 1917. They had five 
sui of whom George was the third in order of 
irth. 

The educational advantages of George Stevens 
were very meagre, as he left school when he was in 
the third reader and began learning the trade of 
horseshoeing. After working at this trade at Mon- 
roeville, Indiana, for six months he went to Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, and there completed his trade with 
William Geary, with whom he remained for eight 
years. Following that he worked as a journeyman 
horse shoer in different parts of the country tor a 
period covering ten years. Mr. Stevens then estab- 
lished himseli in business at Auburn, Indiana, and 
remained there for two years, leaving that place to 
go to Geneva, Indiana, where he conducted his own 
shop for two years. For some time after disposing 
of his business at Geneva Mr. Stevens worked as a 
journeyman horseshoer, and came to Lima to work 
as such for Floyd Davey. 

Like his father, he is intensely patriotic, and when 
the United States entered the great war he enlisted, 
June 4, 1917, at Lima, as a member of the old 
Second Supply Company, and was sent to Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, as a horseshoer in the Quarter- 
masters Corps, United States Army. He was made 
a sergeant of the first class, Quartermaster’s Corps 
of the National Army, on February 26, 1918. He re- 
ceived his honorable discharge March 20, 1919. Re- 
turning to Lima he opened his present shop and is 
meeting with the success his skill deserves, for he is 
an expert in his line, and takes pride in his work. 
He is a Republican. Fraternally he belongs to the 
Loyal Order of Moose. The Christian Church holds 
membership. Mr. Stevens takes an intelligent interest 
in the progress of Lima, and while not active in 
politics, casts his vote for the candidates of his 
party, and is ready to give support to those measures 
looking toward a further improvement of existing 
conditions. 


Josuua B. Coon, now living in comfortable re- 
tirement near Lima, where he is surrounded by 
hosts of friends who solicitously regard his wel- 
fare, was formerly one of the most progressive 
agriculturists of Shawnee township, where his 
home was made for many years, directly follow- 
ing his brave and: valiant service as a Union sol- 
dier during the Civil war. Mr. Coon was born 
January 23, 1842, in Shawnee township, Allen 
county, a son of Wesley and Mary Ann (Flynn) 
Coon. 

Wesley Coon was born in 1807 in Pennsylvania. 
He moved to Belmont county, Ohio, subsequently 
to Logan county, and in 1832 came to Allen 
county, where he was married. He bought eighty 
acres of raw timber land in section 4, Shawnee 
township. There he engaged in farming for many 
years, and it was on his farm that his first wife 
died in 1856, she having been the mother of five 
children: Joshua B.; Philena, who died as Mrs. 
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James Gaskill; Caleb, a resident of Allentown, 
Ohio; Sarah Ann, deceased, who was the wife of 
the late Jasper Gorham; and Mary E., deceased, 
who was the wife of Henry Nonjester. For his 
second wife Wesley Coon married Caroline Craft, 
and they became the parents of three daughters: 
Lydia, the wife of William Benedum, of Elida, 
Ohio; Rachael, the wife of Scott Rembaugh, of 
Shawnee township; and Nettie, deceased, who was 
the wife of William Neeley. Mr. Coon died in 
1866. 

Joshua B. Coon was brought up to the hard 
work of the home farm and secured his education 
through attendance at the community log school- 
house. Like thousands of others of the vo 
the land he left the farm to take up the implements 
of war during the dark days of secession, enlist- 
ing November 18, 1861, in Company F, Forty- 
sixth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Hon- 
orably discharged during the winter of 1863-4, he 
re-enlisted in the same company and regiment, 
and during his service was under the beloved 
Logan in the Fifteenth Army Corps. Mr. Coon 
saw much hard fighting during his service, his 
more important battles including the engagements 
of Shiloh, Corinth. Vicksburg Missionarv Ridge, 
Resaca, New Hope Church, Kenesaw Mountain, 
Peach Tree Creek and Atlanta, and he was a par- 
ticipant in Sherman’s famous March to Sea and 
the Grand Review at Washington, D. C. He re- 
ceived his honorable discharge July 26, 1865, after 
having established a splendid record for bravery 
and fidelity to duty. 

Returning to his home, the young ex-soldier 
purchased eightv acres of land in section 5, Shaw- 
nee township, adjoinine the home farm. About 
three acres of land had been cleared, and on this 
there was located an old log cabin, of which Mr. 
Coon took possession for his home. He cleared 
this property and made manv improvements, then 
purchasing forty acres additional. Before he gave 
up active work he had all of his property under 
cultivation with the exception of twenty acres in 
timber pasture land, and had added greatly to it< 
value by the erection of substantial buildings and 
the installation of modern improvements. In 1912 
he rented this farm to his son and moved to 
Kemp, Ohio, where he lived three years, then 
going to 1240 West Market street, Lima, where 
he lived in his own home for five years. Selling 
out in the fall of 1919, he returned to his farm, 
where he now lives in quiet and comfortable re- 
tirement. 

Mr. Coon was married June 27, 1867, to Miss 
Mary Buckley, who was born in Seneca county, 
Ohio, January 10, 1844, a daughter of William and 
Eliza (Shilling) Buckley, the former born in Ire- 
land and the latter in England, and a grand- 
daughter of William and Eliza Buckley, natives 
of Ireland, and Robert Shilling. All were early 
settlers of Wayne county, Ohio. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Coon there were born the following children: 
Naocia, who died at the age of four years; Maude, 
who died aged five years; Charles W., a resident 
of Allen county, Ohio: Mary A., who married R. 
D. Crites and is living near Kemp, Ohio; and 
Virgil, conducting operations on the home farm, 
who married Mrs. Eva (McDorman) Anspach, 
widow of George Anspach. Mr. and Mrs. Coon 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
in which he has held various offices He is a Re- 
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publican in politics, and has served commendably 
for three terms as a member of the board of 
Shawnee township trustees. 


Epwarp Brennan, foreman of the roundhouse of 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad at Lima, has under 
his charge 125 men. He has held this position 
since 1905, and is now one of the most highly 
regarded employes of his road. His long and 
practical experience fits him for his responsibilities 
and his men realize that they will receive fair 
treatment from him. The work of the railroad 
men is assuming such vast importance that the 
country is awakening to the fact that it is abso- 
lutely necessary to have those who know the busi- 
ness from its foundations up handle the problems 
which are constantly arising, and are therefore 
giving these men whose lives have been devoted 
to this line something like their just dues. 

Mr. Brennan was born at Lima January 15, 
1871, a son of Edward and Marv (Fahey) Bren- 
nan, both of whom were born in Queens County, 
Ireland, from whence they came in 1861 to the 
United States, being then young married people. 
Their eldest child, Mary Ann, was born in New 
York City, New York, two days after they landed. 
From that city they came west to Lima, Ohio, and 
Edward Brennan first worked on the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad and later in the Lima Paper Mull. 
His first wages were ninety cents a day, and even 
that was much better than he had been receiving 
in his old home; but then, of course, living ex- 
penses were so very much lower than they are 
today. The death of this excellent man took place 
in November, 1889, but his widow survived him 
for many years, passing away in 1915. Thev had 
six children, of whom Edward Brennan, of whom 
we write, was the fourth in order of birth. 

Growing up at Lima, Edward Brennan attended 
Saint Rose parochial school, and when he was 
sixteen years of age began working for the Balti- 
more & Ohio Railroad, being for a time in the 


boilermaking department at the old Cincinnati,- 


Hamilton & Dayton shops. He then began learn- 
ing the machinist trade as an apprentice with the 
Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad, and con- 
tinued to work for this road for a vear after he 
had completed his time. He was then w’th the 
Lake Erie & Western Railroad as a machinist 
for six years, when, leaving that road, he did odd 
jobs for a time, but found that he preferred rail- 
road work, so returned to the Cincinnati, Hamil- 
ton & Dayton road, now the Baltimore & Ohio, 
and was made foreman of the roundhouse. Mr. 
Brennan has faith in the future of Lima and has 
not hesitated to invest his savings in city realty, 
now Owninoe his own residence. 

In 1906 Mr. Brennan was married to Bridget 
O’Brien, a daughter of Patrick and Bridget 
(Noonan) O’Brien, of Lima Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. 
Brennan became the parents of the following 
children: Robert Edward, who is studyine for the 
priesthood at Saint Rose Seminary of Springfield, 
Kentucky; Cyril James, Mary Cecile, Margaret 
Ann, Alfred Francis, Katherine Lucile and Ralph 
Thomas. Mrs. brennan died in January, 1914. In 
politics Mr. Brennan is a Democrat. He belongs 
to Saint Rose Roman Catholic Church. The 
Knights of Columbus, Catholic Order of Foresters 
and the Holy Name Society hold his membership, 


% 


HISTORY OF ALLEN COUNTY 


All that he has today he has earned through his 
own industry and thrift. His example is a stimu- 
lent to others to follow in his footsteps and, like 
him, win the approval of employers and associates, 
and the material possessions which place them 
among the substantial citizens of the community. 


Joun ReEp WELLS. The gentleman to a review of 
whose life the reader’s attention is herewith directed 
is recognized as one of the energetic business men 
of Allen county, having for several years been en- 
gaged in the sheet metal and roofing business at 
Lima. In the course of an honorable*career he has 
been successful in his chosen vocation and has en- 
joyed the confidence and good will of those with 
whom he has been associated either in a business or 
social way. 

John Reed Wells was born at Kalida, Putnam 
county, Ohio, April 26, 1879, and is the son of 
Marvel White and Farrilla (Beach) Wells, who 
were descended from Scotch stock. His father was 
a farmer and was also engaged in the real estate 
business. He was prominent in the local affairs 
and served two terms as mayor of Columbus Grove. 
He died in 1902, and his wite passed away in 1900. 
The subject of this sketch received a good practi- 
cal education in the public and high schools of 
Columbus Grove, completing his studies at the age 
of eighteen years. He then learned the trade of 
a tinner at Columbus Grove, being so employed for 
nine years there. Then for three years he worked 
at Bodkins, Auglaize county, Ohio, and four years 
at Kalida, Putnam county. In 1913 he came to 
Lima and opened a shop of his own, in the opera- 
tion of which he has met with a gratifying measure 
of success. In addition to the usual stock found 
in a tinstore he makes a specialty of sheet metal 
and roofing work, and has done a vast amount of 
work in this community in that line. He also has 
soine real estate interests here and is numbered 
among the energetic, progressive and up-to-date 
business men of Lima. 

Fraternally Mr. Wells is a member of Kalida 
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons; Lima Lodge 
No. 54, Benevolent and Protective Orders of Elks; 
the Lima Chamber of Commerce, and the Builders 
Exchange. His religious faith is that of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, to which he is a generous 
contributor. The splendid success which has come 
to him is directly traceable to the salient points in 
his character, for he has been indefatigable in his 
efforts and honest in his dealings with the public, 
because of which he is entitled to the confidence and 
esteem in which he is universally held. 


ARLOW VINCENT Moyer. One of the most enter- 
prising of Lima’s younger generation of business 
men is Arlow V. Moyer, junior member of the firm 
of Moyer Brothers, wholesale and retail dealers in 
meats. He seems to have inherited many of the 
characteristics of his sterling ancestors, who were 
marked for their habits of industry, integrity and 
business ability, and he stands deservedly high 
among those who know him best and have had 
dealings with him. 

Arlow V. 'Moyer was born on his grandfather’s 
farm in Auglaize county, Ohio, in 1890, and is the 
son of Isaac R. and Jennie (Runyon) Moyer. He 
received his educational training in the public schools 
of Lima until thirteen years of age, going then to 
the Tileville School House in Allen county until 
seventeen years old. His first employment was as 
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a clerk in the Duffield Grocery Store, where he was 
employed about one year, after which for two years 
he was with Thomas Brentlinger as a clerk. Then 
for a time he was with George Herret, and then 
spent another year with Mr. Herret. His next en- 
gagement was as manager of the Pittsburgh Cash 
Grocery, but six months later he went to work for 
Ed McCauley as a clerk. He then engaged in the 
grocery business on his own account at the corner 
of Jefferson and McKibben streets, in which he 
met with such splendid success that a year later he 
was compelled to move to larger quarters at No. 
815 North Main street, where under the name of 
the Red Cross Grocery he continued in business for 
two years. He then sold that business and entered 
into parnership with his brother F. C. Moyer, under 
the firm name of Moyer Brothers, wholesale and 
retail dealers in meat. They kill their own ani- 
mals, having three slaughter houses, and supply a 
large part of the local meat trade in Lima and 
surrounding towns. 

Moyer Brothers, A. V. and F. C. Moyer, are 
operating the Peoples Meat Market, 203 South Main 
street, and also have a branch meat market at 815 
North Main street at the present time, and are doing 
one of the best businesses in Lima. Their motto is 
quality first and service always, thus making a great 
headway in the meat business. 

In 1914 Mr. Moyer was married to Bonnie Grace 
Young, the daughter of Alfred J. and Phoebe 
(Baker) Young, of Lima, and to them have been 
born three children, Holland Romance, four years 
of age; Merton Russell, aged three years, and 
Levara Jane, aged nine months. Mr. and Mrs. 
Moyer are members of the United Brethren Church, 
while fraternally he is a member of the Loyal Order 
of Moose. He gives his political support to the 
Republican party, and stands for everything calcu- 
lated to advance the general welfare of the com- 
munity. He has succeeded in business because he 
has been honest in his dealings with the public, and 
he therefore has the confidence and good will of all 
who know him. 


Wittiam G. Branson. The gentleman whose 
name heads this paragraph is widely known as one 
of the enterprising business men of Lima. His well- 
directed efforts in the practical affairs of life, his 
capable management of important business interests 
and his sound judgment have brought him large 
rewards for the effort he has expended, and his life 
demonstrates what may be accomplished by one not 
afraid to work along legitimate lines. 

William G. Branson, manager of the Jones Hard- 
ware Company at Nos. 137-139 South Main street, 
Lima, was born in Linn county, Missouri, on No- 
vember 19, 1866, the youngest of the three children 
born to the union of John and Ann Maria (Heck- 
man) Branson, and is of sterling old English stock 
on the paternal side. He received his educational 
training in the common schools of his native local- 
ity, supplementing this by attendance at Avalon 
Academy for two years. He then spent three years 
at the Stanberry Normal School and Business Col- 
lege, and during and after this period he was en- 
gaged in teaching in the country schools of his home 
county. He then worked on the home farm until 
1896, when he went to Las Animas, Colorado, where 
he established a hardware business under the firm 
name of the Branson Hardware Company, in the 
operation of which he was successfully engaged for 
fifteen years. At the end of that time he sold out 
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and took the management of a large hardware and 
implement business at Monte Vista, Colorado, where 
he remained about four years. In 1915 Mr. Branson 
came to Lima, Ohio, as manager of the Jones Hard- 
ware Company, a position which he still fills to the 
entire satisfaction of those with whom he is asso- 
ciated. The Jones Hardware Store is one of the 
most important of its line in this section of the 
state, carrying a large and complete stock of all 
kinds of shelf and heavy hardware, and enjoys a 
large and constantly increasing trade throughout this 
locality. To a large degree this success may be at- 
tributed to the energetic methods and good busi- 
ness management of Mr. Branson, who devotes him- 
self indefatigably to the business. 

In 1888 he was married to Bessie Carothers, the 
daughter of Joseph Carothers, of Linn County, Mis- 
souri, and their union has been blessed in the birth 
of four children, as follows: John Franklin, who 
is married and lives at Wilson, Kansas, where he 
is superintendent of the electric light and water 
works; James C., who is married and living in 
Lima, and Harry and Alma. 

Politically Mr. Branson gives his support to the 
Republican party and his religious membership is 
with the Presbyterian Church. He is a man of 
broad and accurate views of life and is a consistent 
supporter of every movement for the upbuilding of 
the community along legitimate lines. Because of 
his business ability and his excellent personal quali- 
ties he enjoys a marked popularity among those who 
know him. 


RayMonp R. Horn. A spirit of marked progres- 
siveness and a policy of honorable dealing and fair 
representation, directed by a thorough knowledge of 
his profession and a strict observance of the high- 
est ethics of the calling, have served to place Ray- 
mond R. Horn in the front rank of Lima pharma- 
cists. Mr. Horn has been identified with this line 
of business endeavor ever since entering upon his 
career, and since 1914 has been the sole proprietor of 
the Market Street Drug Store, one of the largest 
and most modern establishments of its kind in the 
city. 

Raymond R. Horn was born on a farm two miles 
south of the village of Wapakoneta, Auglaize county, 
Ohio, in 1883, a son of F.:M. and Elizabeth (Barka- 
low) Horn, and is of English origin and of Revo- 
lutionary stock. The family for the greater part 
has been devoted to the pursuits of agriculture, but 
F. M. Horn was an attorney and for many years 
practiced his profession at Wapakoneta, where he 
died in 1912, and where his widow still survives. 
The eldest in a family of four children, Raymond 
R. Horn received a public school education and 
after his graduation from high school in 1901 started 
to work in drug stores, where he learned the busi- 
ness behind the counter. In 1909 he entered the 
Ohio Northern University, which institution granted 
him his degree in pharmacy in 1910, and in the 
same year he duly passed the examination of the 
Ohio State Board of Pharmacy and became a regis- 
tered pharmacist. At that time Mr. Horn went to 
Dayton, where for one year he was employed as 
a clerk in drug stores, and in 1911 came to Lima 
and entered the employ of Harold Cunningham, with 
whom he remained for three years. Mr. Horn 
opened the Market Street Drug Store in 1914 in 
the Savings Building, and this has become one of 
the largest and most generally patronized establish- 
ments in the city. He maintains a prescription de- 
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partment, strictly ethical in character, and carries a 
full line of all- drugs, medicines and articles gener- 
ally found in an up-to-date drug establishment, and 
controls a large city trade as well as some country 
custom. Mr. Horn is a valued and active member 
of the National Retail Druggists’ Association, the 
Ohio State Pharmaceutical Association and the 
County Organization of Retail Druggists, and keeps 
fully abreast of the advancement and progress being 
made in his calling. He likewise holds membership 
in the Lima Chamber of Commerce and the Lima 
Merchants’ Association, and, is a member of the Ki- 
wanis Club. His fraternal affiliations are with the 
Knights of Pythias and the Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks. He is a Republican, but takes 
only a good citizen’s interest in public matters. 

In 1909 Mr. Horn was united in marriage with 
Miss Sallie Chenoweth, who was born in Union 
township, Auglaize county, Ohio, daughter of J. 
Edgar Chenoweth, and to this union there have 
been born two children: Leonore Elizabeth and 
Frederick Chenoweth. Mr. and Mrs. Horn are 
consistent members of the Presbyterian Church. 


Witiiam E. Myers. Throughout an active and 
interesting career duty has ever been the motive of 
action with William E. Myers, one of the well- 
known citizens and successful business men of Lima, 
and usefulness to his fellow men has by no means 
been a secondary consideration with him, Thus 
strong and forceful in his relations with his fellows, 
he has gained the good will and commendation of 
his associates and the general public, retaining his 
reputation among men of integrity and high charac- 
ter, and never losing the dignity which is the birth- 
right of the true gentleman. 

William E. Myers was born in Bath township, 
Allen county, in June, 1880, and is the son of Wes- 
ley and Jane (Heffner) Myers,, the father born 
near LaGrange, Indiana, and the mother in Bath 
township, Allen county. Wesley Myers was the son 
of Jonathan Myers and his wife was the daughter 
of Amos and Mary Ann (Galispie) Haffner, the 
former a native of Delaware and the latter of Penn- 
sylvania. The subject’s parents were brought to 
Allen county in a very early day with their respec- 
tive families, and in Bath township they were reared 
to maturity and received their educational training 

‘an the public schools. After their marriage they 
‘settled on a farm, where the father spent the active 
years of his life and where his wife died in 1892. 
He continued to reside there for a time after her 
death, and then moved to Defiance, Ohio, where his 
death occurred on ‘March 9, 1920. They were the 
parents of three children, namely: Nettie, the wife 
of Harry Lutz, of Elida, Ohio; William E., the 
subject of this sketch, and Cora, the wife of Frank 
Krohn, of Toledo, Ohio. 

William E. ‘Myers was reared at home and at- 
tended the common schools until the age of fourteen 
years, when he went to work in a stone quarry, 
remaining so employed for five years. Then until 
1903 he was employed at farm work in Amanda 
township, but in that year he came to Lima and 
was employed in the grocery business for about 
two and a half years, the last year being with the 
Harry Thomas Grocery Company. He then en- 
gaged in the grocery business on his own account 
on West North street, Lima, but after six months 
he sold a. half interest in the business to J. A. 
Undine. About eighteen months later Mr. Myers 
sold his interest in the grocery business and went 
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to work for the American Cement Plaster Company 
of Lawrence, Kansas, with whom he remained one 
year. Then for a similar period he was in the em- 
ploy of the Alabastine Company of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. In 1910 he became associated with H. D. 
Campbell in the operation of the Peerless Coal and 
Supply Company in Lima, but in 1915 Mr. Myers dis- 
posed of his interest in the business and during the 
following year was in the employ of the Cliffwood 
Coal and Supply Company of Lima. He then be- 
came manager for the United Fuel Company of 
Lima, but whose main offices are in Cincinnati, and 
he is still devoting his attention and“energies to this 
concern. The officers of this company, which is 
one of the leading enterprises of its kind in this 
community, are as follows: H.C. Christman, presi- 
dent; William E. Myers, vice president and general 
manager; L. H. Stone, secretary and treasurer. The 
company handles anthracite and bituminous coal, at 
both wholesale and retail, and they enjoy a large 
and constantly increasing trade. 

On June 29, 1905, Mr. Myers was married to 
‘Maude Keve, who was born and reared in Lima, 
Ohio, the daughter of James C. and Margaret ( Wil- 
son) Keve. To this union has been born a son, 
James W., whose birth occurred on August, 3, 1909. 
Mr. and Mrs. Myers are members of the Trinity 
Methodist Episcopal Church and Mr. Myers sustains 
fraternal relations with the Knights of Pythias. Po- 
litically he gives his support to the Republican party 
and takes a keen interest in public affairs, especially 
as pertaining to the locality in which he lives. He 
is an ardent supporter of every worthy movement 
for the advancement of the general welfare, and 
because of his public spirit and his excellent per- 
sonal qualities he enjoys the confidence and esteem 
of the entire community. 


Epwarp JosEPpH RoTHWELL. The talents of all 
men do not, fortunately, lie along the same lines. 
Some are attracted toward a professional life, others 
desire to attain their success through politics, while 
still others realize that for them business offers the 
greatest attraction. The number of the latter are 
in the majority, but all of them are not successful, 
for business is a hard master, and now that compe- 
tition is so great only the really capable rise above 
their fellows. Capital and influence bear their part 
in the carrying out of large concerns, but after all 
it is the man with the practical ideas and shrewd 
common sense who wins in the race for success. The 
most important organizations of the country realize 
this and are offering men who possess these quali- 
fications special inducements to secure their services, 
and one of the men who is now reaping in the im- 
portance of his position and the value of the service 
he is rendering the harvest of years of hard work, 
faithful attention to detail and a never ceasing de- 
termination to understand thoroughly and exhaus- 
tively just what he was doing, is Edward Joseph 
Rothwell, division storekeeper for the Toledo Divi- 
sion of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, with head- 
quarters at Lima. He has charge of supplying all 
lines of his road between Toledo, Cincinnati, Dayton 
and. Wellston, Ohio. This territory covers 310 
miles and he has complete charge of all maintenance 
of way stock and mechanical stock at Lima and 
Toledo, including coal and ore dock material at 
Rossford, Ohio, the stock at all times averaging 
$1,000,000 in value, and the number of men under 
him reaching sixty. 
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Edward Joseph Rothwell was born at Wellsboro, 
LaPorte county, Indiana, July 3, 1887, a son of John 
J. and Cora (Allison) Rothwell. He comes of Cana- 
dian and Irish stock. His grandfather, John Roth- 
well, came from Ireland to Canada in young man- 
hood and located at Kingstown, Ontario, where he 
was married to Mary Fitzgerald. They had five 
children, of whom John J. Rothwell was the eldest, 
and he was born at Napanee, Qntario. He became a 
railroad man and was connected with the Santa Fe 
Railroad and the Wabash Railroad, and is now 
serving as road supervisor of the latter, with head- 
quarters at Garrett, Indiana. His wife was born 
at Goshen, Indiana, but she died in 1900. They had 
a large family, and Edward Joseph Rothwell is the 
second in order of birth. 

Growing up at Garrett, Indiana, Edward Joseph 
Rothwell attended the graded and high schools of 
that place and was graduated with honors from the 
latter. In 1908 he entered Purdue University at 
Lafayette, Indiana, and took a two years’ course 
in electrical engineering. Leaving the university, 
Mr. Rothwell entered the store department of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad as chief clerk to the 
store keeper and rose to be assistant storekeeper 
in two years. Going to Lima, Ohio, he became 
storekeeper for the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton 
Railroad Company, and held that position until 1913, 
when he went with the Pere Marquette Railroad at 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, as division accountant and 
remained there as such for a year. Mr. Rothwell 
then went to Oelwein, Iowa, and was with the Chi- 
cago & Great Western Railroad, holding a respon- 
sible position in the office of the superintendent of 
motive power for two years. He was then trans- 
ferred to Saginaw, Michigan, and was with the 
same road for two years more as chief clerk to the 
stores’ accountant. On June 24, 1918, Mr. Rothwell 
received his appointment to his present responsible 
position, and coming to Lima has been holding it 
ever since with efficient capability. 

In 1913 Mr. Rothwell was married to Gertrude 
Goebel, a daughter of City Council Man Joseph and 
Mary (Murray) Goebel. ‘Mr. and Mrs. Rothwell 
have two children, John Goebel and Edward J., Jr. 
Mr. Rothwell is a Democrat, and is active in local 
politics. He is very much interested in the work 
of Saint Rose Catholic Church of Lima. In every 
position he has occupied Mr. Rothwell has displayed 
an earnest effectiveness which has enabled him to 
acquire additional knowledge of the duties of the 
positions above him so that when promotion was 
offered him he was prepared to accept it and make 
good on it. Such men as he never stand still, but 
are always progressing, so it is safe to say that 
further advancement is in store for him, and that 
whatever it may be, he will be ready for it and its 
increased responsibilities when it comes. 


Frank P. RusHer. The gentleman whose life 
history is here taken under consideration is one of 
the strong, ‘sturdy characters who has contributed 
largely to the material welfare of the community 
where he lives, being a business man of more than 
ordinary sagacity and foresight, and as a citizen, 
public spirited and progressive in all that the term 
implies, being ranked as one of the leaders in busi- 
ness circles in Allen county and one of the repre- 
sentative citizens of Lima, and yet a plain, unassum- 
ing, straightforward gentleman whom to know is 
to admire and respect. 
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Frank P. Rusher, president of the Rusher & Cook 
Lumber Company at Lima, was born in January, 
1858, in Hardin county, Ohio, and is the son of 
George Rusher, a native of Germany, who immi- 
grated to the United States, settling in Hardin 
county, where he became a successful farmer and 
maintained his residence during the remainder of 
his life, his death occurring in 1894. Frank P. 
Rusher secured his elemental education in the public 
schools, which he attended until seventeen years of 
age, when he entered the employ of his uncle, Nich- 
olas High, with whom he remained about three 
years. He then entered the Ohio Normal Univer- 
sity at Ada, where he took the courses in civil engi- 
neering, science and the classics. He then engaged 
in teaching school in Hardin and Putnam counties, 
and finally was elected superintendent of the Liepsic 
schools, but because of ill health was compelled to 
resign that position a year later. He then was 
appointed deputy postmaster at Ada, but again ill 
health compelled him to change occupations and he 
resigned, and he became connected with the Ada 
Lumber Company, with which he remained about 
two years. Later he managed a lumber company at 
another point in Ohio, but in 1900 he resigned and 
came to Lima to associate himself in the lumber 
business with John Rossfeld, under the firm name 
of Rusher & Rossfeld. Two years later G. V. Guy- 
ton also became a member of the firm, which was 
then known as the Rusher-Rossfeld Lumber Com- 
pany. This was succeeded by the F. P. Rusher 
Lumber Company, capitalized at $15,000, wholesale 
and retail dealers in lumber, laths, shingles and gen- 
eral builders’ supplies, with F. C. Jocelyn of Chi- 
cago, as president and Frank P. Rusher as general 
manager. This in time was succeeded by the pres- 
ent organization, which is known as the Rusher & 
Cook Lumber Company, of which the subject is 
president, and his son, Ross W. Rusher, is vice 
president. This company, which is one of the larg- 
est lumber companies in Allen county, is numbered 
among the leading enterprises of Lima and is en- 
joying a splendid business, covering a wide radius 
of surrounding country. They carry at all times 
a large and complete stock, and by fair dealing and 
prompt service have won a high place in business 


-circles. 


On October 28, 1886, Frank P. Rusher was mar- 
ried to Ida Shuster, the daughter of Daniel Shuster, 
now deceased, who during his lifetime was a suc- 
cessful farmer and mechanic of Hardin county, Ohio. 
To this union have been born three children, Paul 
W., Ross W. and Virgil. Mr. Rusher is recognized 
as a man of strong and alert mentality, deeply inter- 
ested in everything pertaining to the welfare of the 
community along material, civic and moral lines, 
and is recognized as one of the progressive and 
representative men of his city and county, enjoying 
to a marked degree the confidence and good will 
of all who know him. 


Ross W. RusHer. One of Lima’s well-known 
and successful business men and representative citi- 
zen’s is Ross W. Rusher, vice president of the 
Rusher & Cook Lumber Company, the success of 
which has been partly due to his energetic efforts 
and good business methods. He is the scion of 
sterling old Buckeye stock and enjoys marked pres- 
tige in the community with which his interests are 
identified. Mr. Rusher was born at Ada, Ohio, on 
November 20, 1888, and is the son of Frank P. 


126 


and Ida H. (Shuster) Rusher. In 1900, when he 
was about twelve years of age, the family moved to 
Lima, and here he completed his education in the 
public schools, graduating from the high school with 
the class of 1907. He then became associated with 
his father in the lumber business, every detail of 
which he learned and with which he has remained 
identified to the present time. He is a stockholder 
in the business, which is now conducted under the 
firm style of the Rusher & Cook Lumber Company, 
Inc., and of which he is vice president. Further 
reference is made to the history of this company 
in the sketch of Mr. Rusher’s father elsewhere in 
this work. Mr. Ross Rusher also has other busi- 
ness interests in Lima and is numbered among the 
most progressive and enterprising of Lima’s younger 
business men. He is a member of the Merchants’ 
Association. Politically he is independent, reserving 
the right to vote according to the dictates of his 
own judgment, regardless of party lines. Because 
of his excellent habits and business ability he en- 
joys the high esteem and good will of all who know 
him. 


Harry WILLIAM Davin Spayp. The development 
of fresh interests and the building up of sound 
resources are work for a life time of endeavor. 
All men cannot succeed, for many fail to discover 
their natural bent until too late to follow it, and 
so do not live up to their early promises. When a 
man does attain to that which the world accounts 
as success those with whom he has been associated 
may well be proud of such a career of usefulness. 
The endorsement such a man is an aid to others, 
and his example urges those around him to strive 
to forge ahead and make their names stand for 
something. In reviewing the lives of Lima’s repre- 
sentative men it becomes evident that one of the 
most salient characteristics possessed by them is the 
power of application, which of course is an essential 
one in the raising and maintenance of all standards. 
Harry William David Spayd, senior member of the 
firm owning and operating the City Coal Company, 
has demonstrated in his career all of the above. 
No matter what his discouragements were, he had 
the will to stick to his business and carry out his 
plans as originally conceived, and as a result he 
stands: today one of the sound and dependable men 
in his line in Allen county. 

Harry W. D. Spayd was born at Greenville, Darke 
county, Ohio, ‘March 18, 1870, a son of William and 
Lucy (Molleson) Spayd, who came of Pennsyl- 
vania-Dutch stock. Growing up in his native place 
Mr. Spayd attended its schools until he was sixteen 
years of age, and then began working for the Hart- 
zell Wagon Company at Greenville, with which he 
remained for six years. He then became a sales- 
man, both buying and selling in different lines, and 
also did some farming, but all the while he had 
one object in view, the establishment of himself 
in a business of his own, and he worked steadily 
to accomplish that. In 1913 he found the opening 
he desired and went into the wholesale and retail 
coal business at Lima at his present location. He has 
had several associates, and his partner at present is 
S. B. Klefeker. The yards are modern and fully 
equipped for the business in hand, and Mr. Spayd 
is doing a very large trade both as a wholesaler and 
retailer. He owns eighty acres of land west of 
Lima, which he is farming, and he is a stockholder 
in the Wapakoneta Manufacturing Company. The 
United Brethren Church holds his membership. Fra- 
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ternally he belongs to the Loyal Order of Moose 
and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
While he has been too much occupied with his per- 
sonal affairs to think of participating actively in 
public matters, he has always had an intelligent 
interest in civic conditions and borne his part in 
advancing Lima’s prestige in every possible way. 


SAMUEL B. KLEFEKER. History teaches that the 
growth of any community or country is directly due 
to the progressive ideas and determined actions of a 
few who have had the courage of their convictions 
and the willingness to go ahead and carry out what 
they have believed was right. These men may be 
the soldiers of fortune who are sent ahead of civili- 
zation; they may be the officials of newly estab- 
lished governments; they may be men in whose 
hands are laid the reins of large corporations, or 
they may be those who are engaged in supplying the 
community with the necessities of life. It matters 
little by what name they are known or in what 
field they labor. The results are what count; the 
effects of their labor which develop and enlarge. 

The fact that the proper distribution of coal lies 
at the bottom of all industry and progress cannot 
be denied, and therefore, the men who are en- 
gaged in this extremely important branch of the 
country’s commerce are rendering a service when 
they conduct their affairs properly that can scarcely 
be over-estimated. One of the men thus engaged 
is Samuel B. Klefeker, junior partner in the City 
Coal Company of Lima. 

Samuel B. Klefeker was born in Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania, in 1845, a son of Alexander and 
Anna (Bear) Klefeker, who came of German stock. 
The father is a minister of the Lutheran faith, now 
stationed in Darke county, Ohio. He and his wife 
had eight children born to them, of whom Samuel 
B. was the third. 

Growing up in Darke county, Ohio, Samuel B. 
Klefeker attended the country schools until he was 
seventeen years of age, at which time he went with 
an uncle and was engaged in farming. In 1869 he 
began farming for himself, but left the farm in 
1883 and until 1913 was in a butchering business at 
Greenville, Ohio, with his brother. In the latter 
year he came to Lima and for a time was interested 
in farming, but in 1916 went into the City Coal 
Company with Harry W. D. Spayd, his present part- 
ner, and they have developed a very large whole- 
sale and retail business. 

In 1869 Mr. Klefeker was married to Sarah B. 
Mackley, a daughter of Mrs. Julia Ann (Helm) 
'Mackley, of Darke county, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. 
Klefeker became the parents of one daughter, Anna 
Gertrude, widow of John F. Givins. Mr. Givins 
died in 1916. Mr. and Mrs. Givins had one daugh- 
ter, Sarah C., who died in infancy. Mr. Klefeker 
pie ee He belongs to the United Brethren 

urch. 


JoHN Ray JouNnson, M. D. Actively associated 
with one of the most exacting of all the professions 
to which man may devote his time and energies, 
John Ray Johnson, M. D., has met with well de- 
served success as a physician and surgeon, having 
built up an extensive and constantly growing patron- 
age. A son of the late Lewis N. Johnson, he was 
horn June 21, 1885, in Rockford, Mercer county, 
Ohio, of honored Virginian ancestry. 

Lewis N. Johnson, a son of Peter Johnson, was 
born and bred in West Virginia. Acquiring a good 
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education when young, Lewis N. Johnson taught in 
the public schools of Ohio for many years, being 
very successful in his pedagogical work. Being 
chosen clerk of the County Court of Mercer county, 
Ohio, he served in that position until his death, 
which occurred eighteen months later, in 1905. His 
wife, whose maiden name was Sarah C. Addy, was 
born in Mercer county, Ohio, a daughter of John 
and Catherine (Albers) Addy, and is now living in 
Celina, Ohio. 

After his graduation from the Celina High School 
John Ray Johnson entered the Starling Medical 
College at Columbus, Ohio, and was there gradu- 
ated with the degrée of Doctor of Medicine in 1907. 
Then after serving for a year as house surgeon in 
the Miami Valley Hospital at Dayton, Ohio, he be- 
gan the practice of his chosen profession at Ar- 
canum, Ohio. Coming from there to Lima in 1911, 
Dr. Johnson was located in the Wheeler Block for 
a year, and the following two and a half years was 
medical superintendent of the District Tuberculosis 
Hospital, and on his return to Lima opened an of- 
fice in the Eilerman Building. On June 27, 1917, 
the Doctor enlisted in the Medical Corps for service 
in the World war, and was first stationed at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison, Indiana. Ordered from there 
to the Vancouver Barracks in Washington, he was 
placed in the aviation section of the Signal Corps, 
and was later transferred to the Spruce Production 
Division of that corps, which he joined November 
22, 1917. On December 28, 1918, he was discharged 
from the service at Camp Grant, Illinois. Return- 
ing to Lima, the Doctor opened his present office 
in the Citizens Building, and has since built up a 
fine practice, his reputation for professional skill 
and ability being far extended. 

Dr. Johnson married August 2, 1917, Hallie Hawk, 
who was born in Kossuth, Ohio, a daughter of 
Mandus and Ann Hawk, neither of whom are now 
living. The Doctor and Mrs. Johnson have two 
children, Richard L. Johnson, born March 13, 1919, 
and Robert M. Johnson, born August 9, 1920. Po- 
litically the Doctor is a Democrat, and religiously he 
and his wife are consistent members of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church. The Doctor is affiliated by 
membership with the Allen County Medical Society, 
the Ohio State Medical Association and the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. Fraternally he is a mem- 
ber of Lima Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Orders of Elks; of Celina Lodge No. 129, 
Knights of Pythias, and of Lima Lodge, Loyal 
Order of Moose. 


JonatHan Byart Vait, M. D. For nearly a half 
century the name of Dr. Jonathan B. Vail, of Lima, 
has been a household word in Allen county, where 
he has enjoyed a large and lucrative practice. He 
is numbered among the representative citizens of 
this locality, having ever been known to be an able, 
reliable and progressive physician, and patriotic in 
his citizenship. He is esteemed for those commend- 
able traits, together with his cordial disposition and 
genuine worth, and although he has been more or 
less active in various relations with his fellow men 
he stands out pre-eminently in connection with the 
medical profession in which he has long been a 
prominent figure. ; 

Jonathan Byal Vail was born at Kalida, Putnam 
county, Ohio, on August 24, 1845, and he is the 
son of James H. and Catherine Ann (Byal) Vail, 
the former of whom was born near Mansfield, Ohio, 
and the latter in Stark county, Ohio, to which local- 
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ity her parents had come from Pennsylvania. The 
parents were married at Findlay, Ohio, previous to 
which time James H. Vail had been employed at 
Natchez, Mississippi, in the building of river boats. 
After his marriage he engaged in the dry goods 
business at Kalida, Ohio, conducting the same for 
many years. He was a man of considerable promi- 
nence in the community, serving two continuous 
terms as sheriff of Putnam county and again serv- 
ing in that office from 1856 to 1860. During that 
time he bought from a Mr. Guthrie a water-power 
grist mill, which he afterward conducted for many 
years, though during that time he resided on a 
farm, which he operated. During the Civil war, 
while the draft was in operation, he served as en- 
rolling officer for seven sub-districts. He was born 
in 1813, and died in March, 1906, in the ninety- 
third year of his age; his wife died at the age of 
eighty years. They were the parents of the follow- 
ing children: Levonia Catherine, of Jacksonville, 
Florida, is the widow of Harry Tingle; and Jon- 
athan B., the subject of this sketch. 

Jonathan B. Vail was reared under the parental 
roof and during his youth attended the common 
schools of that neighborhood. In 1864 he enlisted 
in the commissary department of the Army of the 
Cumberland, with which he served until October, 
1865, when he was honorably discharged. He 
then entered Miami University at Oxford, Ohio, 
where he was graduated in 1869. He later matric- 
ulated in the medical department of the University 
of Michigan, going from there to the Ohio Medi- 
cal College, where he was graduated with the de- 
gree of Doctor of Medicine in 1871. That same 
year he entered upon the active practice of medi- 
cine at Kalida, remaining there until 1875, when 
he moved to Lima, where he has been engaged in 
the practice of his profession continuously since. 
He early demonstrated the possession of those 
qualities which are necessary to the successful 
physician, and soon became recognized as an able 
and successful doctor, a reputation which has only 
been enhanced through the subsequent years, for 
Doctor Vail has never relinquished his habits of 
study and research in relation to the healing art. 

In September, 1872, Doctor Vail was married 
to Rose Skinner, who was born and reared at 
Kalida, Ohio, the daughter of Judge George and 
Abim (Thrift) Skinner, of near Falls Church, 
Fairfax county, Virginia, the father being of 
Scotch descent. To Doctor and Mrs. Vail have 
been born the following children: Thrift, who 
died at the age of three years; Lavonia, the wife 
of Frank M. Griffin, of Portland, Oregon; Madge 
S., the wife of George E. Bayley, of Lima, who 
is represented elsewhere in this work; and George, 
of Cleveland, Ohio, who married Cretora Hay and 
has three children, Jane, Nancy and Mary. 

Politically Doctor Vail gives his support to the 
Republican party. While a resident of Kalida he 
served two terms as mayor. Since coming to 
Lima he has served four years as city health offi- 
cer and about nine years as a member of the 
School Board. From 1882 to 1886 he served as a 
member of the Board of Pension Examiners for 
Allen county, and since 1911 he has served on the 
Board of Trustees of Miami University. He is 
physician to the Allen County Children’s Home. 
Fraternally he is a member of the Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, in which he has attained the de- 
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grees of Knight Templar, and also belongs to the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He is 
a member of the Allen County Medical Society, 
which he has served as president; the Ohio State 
Medical Society; the Northwestern Medical So- 
ciety, which he has served as president; and the 
American Medical Association. He has ever stood 
stanchly for those ideas and movements which 
have tended to advance the general welfare of the 
community, and he has conscientiously and ably 
carried on his professional work in a manner that 
has won for him the confidence and universal esteem 
of all classes. 


WituraMm H. Breese, Of the families who pion- 
eered into Allen county in the early thirties, a 
representative of one of the best known is William 
H. Breese of Lima. Mr. Breese was born in 
Shawnee township September 12, 1848, son of 
John and Emily (Valentine) Breese. 

Both the Breese and Valentine families came at 
a very early date to Allen county. John Breese 
was born in Butler county, Ohio, and his wife in 
Champaign county. He was a son of Griffith and 
Mary (Mower) Breese, the former a native of 
Wales and the latter of Pennsylvania. The ma- 
ternal grandparents were Crane and Mrs, (Har- 
per) Valentine, natives of Champaign county, 
Ohio. The Breese family with horses and teams 
and oxen drove overland into Allen county in 
1832, and had to cut their way through virgin 
timber to reach their home. The Breeses entered 
a large amount of timbered land from the Gov- 
ernment, part of it in American and several tracts 
in Shawnee township. While the Valentines were 
also early settlers of Allen county, they soon 
moved out of the county into Michigan. 

John Breese after his marriage settled south- 
east of Lima, just outside the city, on land that 
is now the site of the plant of the Garford Motor 
Truck Company. After clearing up about fifty 
acres he sold this place and bought a hundred 
sixty acres of partly improved land in section 2 
of Shawnee township. He died there November 
17, 1865. In 1873 his widow became the wife of 
Daniel Musser, and they lived at Lima, where he 
died in 1880 . She then returned to the homestead 
farm and lived to advanced years, passing away 
August 31, 1903. 

The onlv child of his parents, William H. Breese 
attended district school until his father’s death, 
and then began working the home farm, improved 
it and for many years has owned the tract. His 
chief farm of a hundred eighty-eight acres lies in 
Shawnee township, and he also has a seventy- 
four acre farm in American township. In No- 
vember, 1903, he moved to Lima and occupies a 
fine home at 333 South Metcalf street. For the 
past seventeen years he has operated his farm 
through tenants. While in the country he served 
as trustee and school director in Shawnee town- 
ship and is a Republican. His wife is a Presby- 
terian. 

November 10, 1874, Mr. Breese married Ida 
Hover, who was born at Lima, a daughter of 
James and Isabel (Ferguson) Hover, the former 
a native of Trumbull county, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. 
Breese have two children: Naamah, wife of Ira 
L. Shafer, of Lima; and John, of Richmond, Cali- 
fornia. 
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RogertT Burn Davis. A man of sterling worth 
and integrity, possessing unquestioned business 
judgment and forethought, Robert Burn Davis, 
who spent the last two years of his earthly life 
in Lima, where his death occurred on May 1, 1915, 
was one of the prime movers in the establishment 
of enterprises of importance in Ohio and in Ken- 
tucky, and his death, while yet in manhood’s 
prime, was a loss to the community in which he 
resided. A son of Joseph B. Davis, he was born 
April 29, 1873, in Monroeville, Indiana, of pioneer 
stock. 

Joseph B. Davis was born in Ohio, near Colum- 
bus, and as a young man settled in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. Well educated and talented, he em- 
barked in journalistic work, and at the time of 
his death, in 1910, was editing and publishing a 
newspaper in Fort Wayne. He married Eliza- 
beth Meeks, who was born in Monroeville, Indi- 
ana, and is now residing in Tacoma, Washington. 

Brought up and educated in Fort Wayne, Rob- 
ert Burn Davis was associated with journalism in 
his earlier years, and later was employed as a 
broker. Progressive and far-sighted, he subse- 
quently became identified with several new proj- 
ects of a beneficial nature, and organized various 
enterprises, not only in Canton and Cleveland, 
Ohio, but in Louisville, Kentucky. Moving to 
Lima, Ohio, in 1913, he continued a resident of 
the city until called to the life beyond. 

Mr. Davis married, October 7, 1892, Lena Bertha 
Griswold, who was born in Middleport, Ohio, 
July 13, 1875. Her father, Crawford Griswold, a 
native of Chatham, New York, served in the Civil 
war as a sergeant in the First New York Mounted 
Rifles, and at the close of the conflict began work 
on the Pennsylvania Railroad, making Lima, 
Ohio, his headquarters. Moving in 1880 to Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, he there superintended the build- 
ing of railroad bridges. He married Louise Kess- 
ler, a daughter of Samuel and Louisa (Frazier) 
Kessler, the former of whom was born at 
Amanda, Fairfield county, Ohio, where his par- 
ents, who were of Revolutionary stock, settled as 
pioneers in 1808, while the latter was a native of 
Virginia. 

Two children blessed the marriage of Mr. and 
Mrs. Davis, Paul D., born April 2, 1894; and 
Robert Joseph, born May 18, 1898. Paul D. 
Davis, who served during the World war as cap- 
tain of Company M, Forty-fifth Infantry, is now 
export advertising manager for the Firestone 
Rubber Company, his home being in New York 
city. He married Lucy Cullin, who was born in 
Lima, a daughter of Martin Cullin. She was 
graduated from the Lima High School and from 
Skidmore University, while he is a graduate of 
the Clinton, Ohio, High School and of the Ohio 
State University. They have one son, Thomas 
Robert, born February 18, 1920. Robert Joseph 
Davis, who was graduated from the Lima High 
School and later served six months as seaman’s 
mate in the United States Navy, is now advertis- 
ing editor of ‘Motor Age,” and resides in Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 

Mr. Davis was a Republican in politics, and 
fraternally belonged to the Canton, Ohio, Lodge, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. Re- 
ligiously he was a valued member of the Congre- 
gational Church. Mrs. Davis is an active mem- 
ber of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
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which she has served as secretary; of the Order 
of the Eastern Star; and of the White Shrine of 
Jerusalem. She is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church. During the World war she labored un- 
ceasingly in her efforts to aid the Red Cross, 
serving as chairman of the local Woman’s Work 
and of the National Woman’s Work. 


EzexreL Hover, who recently retired from busi- 
ness after having maintained an organization for 
supplying the people of Lima with ice for many 
years, is a member of one of the old and notable 
families of Allen county. 

He was born in Shawnee township November 
6, 1849. He still owns twenty-eight acres of the 
old home where his parents live. This land has 
historic associations, since on it at one time stood 
the old Indian Council House. Mr. Hover is a 
son of Charles A. and Adeline D. (Smedley) 
Hover, the former a native of Trumbull county, 
Ohio, and the latter born in the Catskill Moun- 
tains of New York. Grandfather Ezekiel Hover 
came to Allen county, Ohio, as a Government 
surveyor in 1832 and helped establish some of the 
original land lines of the county. Charles A. 
Hover after his marriage lived on the farm in 
Shawnee township where the Children’s Home is 
now located, and died there in December, 1864, 
at the age of forty-seven. His widow survived 
him until the spring of 1869, when she was sixty- 
five years of age. They were the parents of 
twelve children, and the five still living are: Sarah 
A., Mrs. George W. Dixon, of Colorado; Hart D., 
of Hover, Idaho; Charles D., of Fall River, Mas- 
sachusetts; Jessie, of Ohio; and Ezekiel. 

The oldest son, Ezekiel Hover, was fifteen years 
of age when his father died, and with another 
brother he operated the home farm of a hundred 
forty acres, and thus furnished the means of keep- 
ing the family together. On July 3, 1872, he mar- 
ried Elizabeth Ann Bresler, of Allentown, Ohio, 
a daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Ann (Donor) 
Bresler. 

In the spring of 1873 Mr. Hover moved to Lima 
and began the ice business on a small scale. He 
owned a tract of two acres, from which he ex- 
cavated a pond, since at that time there was no 
artificial ice making machinery. The crop gath- 
ered on this pond sufficed for several years, when 
he constructed a larger pond or lake in Shawnee 
township. He and John Thomas were associated 
together in the ice business until 1905, after which 
he continued it alone until 1909, and was then 
joined by his son Charles A. Only in the spring 
of 1920 did the Hovers sell their equipment and 
business. Mr. Hover is now living retired in a 
fine residence at 675 West Market street. 

He is the father of four children: Joseph, who 
died in May, 1900, at the age of twenty-seven; 
Charles, of Lima; Catherine, Mrs. Charles Herbst, 
living with her father; and Harriet, Mrs. Walter 
Booth, of Pontiac, Michigan. Mr. Hover is a 
Presbyterian, a Republican, and has filled all the 
chairs of Lima Lodge No. 91, Knights of Pythias. 


Cuartes ANDREW ScHMiTT. In such men as 
Charles A. Schmitt, a successful business man of 
Lima and one of the community’s representative 
citizens, there is peculiar satisfaction in offering 
their life histories—justification for the compila- 
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tion of works of this character—not that their 
lives have been such as to gain them particularly 
wide notoriety or the admiring plaudits of men, 
but that they have been true to all trusts reposed 
in them and have shown such attributes of char- 
acter as entitle them to the regard of all. 

Charles Andrew Schmitt was born at Prophets- 
town, Illinois, in April, 1884, and is the son of 
Theopholis and Magdaline (Climentz) Schmitt, 
both of whom were natives of Alsace-Lorraine, 
France. They came to the United States with 
their respective families, settling in Illinois. After 
their marriage they settled on a farm near Proph- 
etstown, where they made their permanent home, 
the father dying there in 1917, His widow now | 
lives in Prophetstown. Charles A. Schmitt re- 
ceived his preliminary educational training in the 
public and high schools of his home neighborhood 
and then became a student in the Marion (Indi- 
ana) Normal School, where he was: graduated in 
1905. He then entered the Kansas City School of 
Optometry, where he was graduated in 1910. He 
then went to Fort Wayne, Indiana, and became 
assistant manager for Rogers Eyesight Specialist, 
but in 1913 was transferred to Lima, Ohio, and 
has complete charge here of the Rogers Eyesight 
Specialist Shop. He is thoroughly qualified by 
natural aptitude, training and experience for the 
important work to which he is devoting himself, 
and he has achieved some remarkable results dur- 
ing his professional experience in this community. 
Because of his ability and courtesy he has built 
up a large and constantly increasing patronage 
and is now numbered among the leaders in his 
line in this section of the state. 

In political matters Mr. Schmitt maintains an 
independent attitude, preferring to vote according 
to the dictates of his own judgment, regardless of 
party lines. His religious membership is with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Fraternally he is a 
member of Garrett Wycoff Lodge No. 585, Free 
and Accepted Masons, at Lima. He is also an 
active member of the Lima Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Retail Merchants Association and the 
Rotary Club. Genial and unassuming, Mr. Schmitt 
has won a host of warm personal friends since 
becoming a citizen of Lima, and throughout the 
community he is held in high regard generally. . 


JosepH Potter. One of the venerable residents 
of Lima, Joseph Potter long had a prominent part 
in affairs both industrial and commercial. He has 
been acquainted with this section of Ohio for 
more than sixty years and has been a resident of 
Lima for fifty years. : 

He was born at Schuylerville, Saratoga county, 
New York, May 16, 1829, a son of Rennseleer and 
Loereta (Clements) Potter. He had the advan- 
tages of common schools and a collegiate semi- 
nary, and in 1850 began work as a joiner in 
Genesee county, New York, whither the family 
had settled in 1835. In 1855 he came to Kenton, 
Ohio, and after peddling medicine six years re- 
sumed the trade of carpenter, and from 1860 was 
a resident of Upper Sandusky. Mr. Potter per- 
manently settled at Lima in 1871 and became 
identified with the old Lima Machine Works, now 
the Locomotive Works, as a pattern maker. He 
continued with that prominent Lima industry 
twenty years, retiring in 1891. He still takes 
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some part in local business as a director of the 
Lima Home Savings Association, of which he was 
vice president a few years. He was also ap- 
praiser for this association. Mr. Potter lives at 
1045 West Market street. December 2, 1858, at 
Medina, Ohio, he married Abigail Foskett, a 
native of Monroe county, New York. They were 
married nearly half a century, and Mrs. Potter 
passed away November 18, 1907. Her only daugh- 
ter is Nellie, Mrs. Burt E. Swem, of Lima. Mr. 
Potter was for a number of years a deacon and is 
an active member of the First Baptist Church. 
He represented the first ward in the council two 
terms and has been a Republican practically 
throughout the life of the party. He is a Lodge 
and Encampment Degree Odd Fellow, Knight of 
Pythias, filled various chairs in these orders, and 
he is also a member of the Rebekahs. 


JosepH H. Huntiey, M. D. The gentleman to 
a brief review of whose life and character the 
reader’s attention is herewith directed is among 
the favorably known and representative citizens 
of Allen county, having for many years been rec- 
ognized as a leading member of the medical pro- 
fession. During the course of an honorable and 
exceedingly busy career Doctor Huntley has not 
only gained a high reputation because of his skill 
and ability and won a comfortable situation in 
material affairs, but he has mantained at all times 
a public spirited attitude towards all movements 
for the advancement of the general welfare. 

Joseph H. Huntley was born in Hardin county, 
Ohio, on April 11, 1851, and is the son of Joseph 
and Nancy (Hitchcock) Huntley, the former a 
native of New Jersey and the latter of Hardin 
county, Ohio. In the latter county these parents 
were married, and there Joseph Huntley followed 
the vocation of farming until 1853, when he moved 
to Allen county, bought a small farm in the midst 
of the timber which covered most of the land in 
Auglaize township, and there he established a 
home, cleared the land and resided until 1863, 
when his death occurred. His wife had died on 
April 25, 1851, only two weeks after the birth of 
her son Joseph. Joseph Huntley, the father, was 
married four times, and after the death of the sub- 
ject’s mother he married Mrs. Mary Wooley, a 
native of Champaign county, Ohio. He was the 
father of eight children. Of the two families of 
Wooleys and Huntleys, six of them were volun- 
teer soldiers for the Union during the Civil war, 
but only two of the Wooley boys returned, one 
having died in Andersonville prison and one in 
Libby prison, while two died of measles. 

The subject of this sketch was about twelve 
years of age when his father died, and he was 
then reared by Milton M. Bowle, of Auglaize 
township, with whom he remained until he had 
attained his majority. He secured his educational 
training in the district schools and when twenty- 
one years old he began teaching school, being 
thus engaged for about seven years during the 
winter months, while during the summers he 
worked at the saddlery and harness-making trade. 
In 1876 he began the study of medicine under the 
preceptorship of Dr. Hiram Thomas at West 
Newton, Ohio. He attended his first course of 
lectures in the medical department of the Michi- 
gan State University at Ann Arbor, and com- 
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pleted his studies in the Cincinnati Medical Col- 
lege, where he was graduated with the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine. Ten years later he took a 
post-graduate course at Columbus, Ohio. On 
March 28, 1878, Doctor Huntley began the prac- 
tice of his profession at West Newton, Ohio, 
where he remained seven years, moving at the 
end of that time to Alger, Hardin county, where 
he remained about ten years. In 1895 he came to 
Lima, opened an office and practically ever since 
that time has been universally recognized as one 
of Lima’s leading physicians and surgeons. After 
1906 he devoted himself almost exclusively to sur- 
gery, specializing in orthopedic surgery, operating 
on deformities which had existed from birth, and 
in this class of cases his success was remarkable. 
In 1909 the Doctor met with an accident which 
nearly cost him his life. While riding in a closed 
coupe, with which he usually made his profes- 
sional calls, his machine was struck by an Erie 
freight engine at a grade crossing. The automo- 
bile was completely demolished and the Doctor’s 
left knee joint was so severely crushed and the 
leg otherwise injured that amputation was neces- 
sary at the thigh. After his recovery the Doctor 
continued in the practice until 1919, when, on ac- 
count of ill health, he was compelled to retire 
from the active practice and is now living quietly 
at his home in this city. 

On April 11, 1885, Doctor Huntley was mar- 
ried to Mary E. McClung, who was born at 
Roundhead, Ohio, the daughter of Hutchison and 
Mary McClung, the former a native of Hardin 
county, Ohio, and the latter of Roundhead. To 
Doctor and Mrs. Huntley was born a daughter, 
Grace Darling, who is now the wife of C. L. Le- 
Fevre, and they make their home with Doctor 
Huntley at No. 759 West Market street. 

Politically Doctor Huntley has always been a 
warm supporter of the Republican party, while 
fraternally he is a member of the Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, in which he has attained to the 
degrees of the Royal Arch, and to Lodge No. 54, 
Benevolent and Protective Orders of Elks. He is 
a member of the Allen County Medical Society, 
the Ohio State Medical Society and the North- 
west Medical Society. 

Mrs. Grace Darling LeFevre, after completing 
her public school course, took the course in liter- 
ature and graduated at Lima College. receiving 
her degree at the age of seventeen years. She 
then entered the Leland T. Powers School of 
Oratory at Boston, which she attended for four 
years. Then for a year she did general reading 
and Chautaqua work, following which for four 
years she was identified with the drama and about 
a year in moving pictures at Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. 

Personally Doctor Huntley is affable and pop- 
ular with all classes and has stood ready at all 
times to encourage and aid all laudable measures 
and enterprises for the general good.- By a life 
consistent in motive and because of his many 
fine qualities of head and heart he earned the sin- 
cere regard of a vast acquaintance, and his suc- 
cess in his chosen field of endeavor bespeaks for 
him the possession of superior attributes, 


_ Watton Extis Clark. When the history of music 
in. Allen county shall be properly written few men 
will be found who have more deeply stamped their 
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individuality upon the musical development of their 
period than did the late Walton Ellis Clark of Lima. 
The complete history of his busy life would be in- 
spiring and serve as an example to those seeking 
achievement that can only come through thoughtful 
and persistent effort. 

Mr. Clark was born at Mattapoisett, Massachu- 
setts, May 20, 1859, a son of Captain James M. 
and Maria (Benson) Clark, natives of the Bay state, 
who passed their entire lives within its confines. Mr. 
Clark received his education in his native state, 
and as a youth displayed a remarkable talent for 
music, expressed through his performances on the 
organ. This talent was given the opportunity for 
development and he became a masterful performer 
on the pipe organ, and it was as such that he came 
to Lima in about 1883. Here he was retained for 
numerous entertainments, celebrations, church affairs 
and other public performances, where his work was 
always greatly popular and his skill and sympathetic 
rendition of his art was recognized and appreciated. 
He is a graduate of the New England Conservatory 
of Music and for many years he was a teacher of 
music, and many of his pupils becoming talented per- 
formers, both amateur and professional. He was Or- 
ganist for the Market Street Presbyterian Church all 
the years that he lived here. In all business relations 
he was known as a honest man whose dues were 
strictly paid. He belonged to the Lima Club and 
the Knights of Pythias and was a Knight Templar 
Mason, while his political faith was that of the Re- 
publican party. Temperate in his habits, his private 
character was without reproach, and he was justly 
recognized as one of the best representatives of the 
highest type of manhood. When he died, February 
26, 1903, he left many to mourn sincerely his loss. 

Mr. Clark was married June 25, 1889, to May P. 
Kibby, born at Lima, daughter of Harmon and 
Mercy A. (Purdy) Kibby, the former a native of 
Simsbury, Connecticut, and the latter of Pennsyl- 
vania, although reared at Chili, New York, where the 
parents were married. ‘Mr. and Mrs. Kibby came 
to Lima among the earliest settlers of this com- 
munity, and one of the principal streets in the 
southern part of the city is named Kibby in honor 
of Mr. Kibby, who was at first the proprietor of a 
tannery, but in later life conducted a wholesale 
grocery. He died April 9, 1901, his widow surviving 
him until September 20, 1911. Two children were 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Clark: Harmon James, who 
died in infancy; and Rodney Kibby, who is un- 
married and resides with his mother in their home 
at No. 749 West Spring street. Mrs. Clark, who 
survises her husband, is very popular in club and 
social circles of Lima, and is a valued member of 
the Women’s Music Club and the Shakespeare Club. 
She belongs to the Market Street Presbyterian 
Church, in the work of which she has been actively 
helpful. 


James E. GrosyEAN. The gentleman to a brief re- 
view of whose life and characteristics the reader’s 
attention is herewith directed is among the favorably 
known and representative citizens of Allen county, 
where he has lived for many years. He has by his 
indomitable enterprise and progressive methods con- 
tributed in a material way to the advancement of 
his locality, and during the course of an honorable 


career has met with success, being a man of energy, 


sound judgment and honesty of purpose. 
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James E. Grosjean was born in Wayne county, 
Ohio, on ‘March 1, 1861, and is the son of Edward 
and Caroline (Wizard) Grosjean, the former a native 
of Wayne county and the latter born in Switzerland, 
though of French descent. Edward Grosjean was 
the son of Charles Grosjean, a native of Switzerland, 
who came to the United States and settled’ in Wayne 
county, Ohio. In about 1860 he came to Allen county 
and settled on a farm near Beaverdam, where he 
spent the rest of his years, and there died. Mr. 
Grosjean’s parents were married in Wayne county, 
and there the father engaged in farming, also work- 
ing at the carpenter trade. 

James E. Grosjean received his early education in 
the common schools and also attended the school at 
West Lebanon two years. At the age of nineteen 
years he learned the trade of cabinet-making at Mount 
Eaton, Ohio, and worked there two years. He then 
went to Fredericksburg, Ohio, and engaged in the 
furniture and undertaking business, being so engaged 
for ten years, or until 1892, when he disposed of the 
business and came to Lima, where for ten years he 
served the public as a funeral director. At the end 
of that period he sold out and opened a shoe store, 
which he conducted for sixteen years. He then dis- 
posed of that interest and organized the Lima Cord 
Sole and Heel Company, of which he is president, the 
other officers of the company being as follows: F. L. 
Maire. vice president; J. C. Bucher, secretary and 
Fred Cook, treasurer. They are engaged in the man- 
ufacture of rubber heels and cord shoe soles, and with 
the competition of the new factory building at No. 
447 North Elizabeth street, they are equipped for the 
manufacture of anything in the rubber line. Mr. 
Gros)ena is the inventor of the Gro-Cord Soles and 
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On February 18, 1886, he was married to Nanie 
Armstrong, a native of Wayne county, Ohio, and the 
daughter of John D. and Mary (Cunningham) Arm- 
strong, who also were natives of Wayne county. To 
Mr. and Mrs, Grosjean have been born two children, 
Pearl, the wife of Frank Maire, of Lima, and ‘Mary, 
who died at the age of three years. 

Mr. Grosjean gives his political support to the Re- 
publican party and fraternally he is a member of the 
Free and Accepted Masons and the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. He is a member of the 
Market Street Presbyterian Church, of which he has 
been an elder since 1910. He is an active member of 
the Lima Chamber of Commerce, of which he has 
been trustee, and is a charter and active member of 
the Allen County Historical Society. He is a stanch 
supporter of every movement which promises to be 
of benefit to the community in a material, civic or 
moral way, and because of his excellent personal 
qualities he enjoys a well-deserved popularity. 


EzEKIEL OWEN. Closely connected with newspaper 
work in Allen county, Ezekiel Owen since 1910 has 
been secretary and treasurer of the Republican 
Gazette Publishing Company of Lima. He was born 
in Shawnee township, Allen county, Ohio, a son of 
David and Fannie (Rose) Owen, natives of Wales 
and Trumbull county, Ohio, respectively. The mater- 
nal grandparents were Charles and Mary (Hoover) 
Rose, natives of New York City, New York, and 
western Pennsylvania, respectively. Manuel Hoover, 
the maternal great-grandfather, served in the Ameri- 
can Revolution, was discharged with the rank of 
captain, and was given a grant of land in western 


132 


Pennsylvania for his services in that war, to which 
he went immediately following the close of hostili- 
ties. The maternal grandparents moved to Trumbull 
county, Ohio, where they remained until the spring 
of 1834, and then came to Allen county, locating in 
Shawnee township in May of that year. On the 
site of an old Indian village they entered a farm from 
the Government, and the grandfather cleared it 
of the heavy timber with which it was covered. Both 
he and his wife died on that farm and are buried in 
Shawnee township. From the time she was twelve 
years old Mrs. Fannie (Rose) Owen taught school, 
and for sixteen years was one of the popular edu- 
cators of the county. She was then married at West 
Newton, Ohio, where David Owen, who came to the 
United States from Wales when a lad, was engaged 
in business as a wagonmaker. They lived there until 
about 1859, when they moved to Lima and he con- 
tinued to make wagons, having his shop at the cor- 
ner of Main and Elm streets. His death occurred 
March 13, 1873, and for two or three years follow- 
ing his demise his widow continued the business, 
but then disposed of it. Her death occurred Decem- 
ber 7, 1915. She and her husband had three chil- 
dren, namely: Charles, who died in March, 1888; 
Ezekiel, who was the second in order of birth; and 
Owen T., who is a health officer of Chicago, Illinois. 

Ezekiel Owen attended the graded and high schools 
of Lima, and was graduated from the latter in 1878, 
after which he began to learn the printer’s trade 
and worked at it for seven years, in Lima. In 
August, 1882, he helped to put out the “Daily Re- 
publican,” and the following year he went to Dun- 
kirk, Ohio, and bought the “Dunkirk Standard,” 
which he conducted in partnership with his brother, 
O. T. Owen, being there from January, 1883, until 
November, 1887, when he sold and went to Stockton, 
Rooks county, Kansas, and bought the “Western 
News.” This he sold in May, 1895, and returned to 
- Lima to take charge of the “Lima Advertiser,” of 
which he had complete control until April, 1898, 
when he went with the Lima “Daily Republican” as 
book-keeper, also assisting as editorial writer -and 
dramatic critic. In 1910 he was elected secretary and 
treasurer of the Daily Republican Publishing Com- 
pany, which offices he still holds, his associates in 
the company being: W. A. Campbell, president; F. 
E. Baxter, vice president; W. J. Galvin, business 
manager; and Donald D. Campbell, managing edi- 
tor. For many years he has belonged to the Market 
Street Presbyterian Church, of which he has been 
Sunday School superintendent since 1914. In politics 
he is a Republican. Fraternaliy he belongs to the 
Knight of Pythias, in which he has passed all the 
chairs, and to the Modern Woodmen of America. He 
is a charter member of the Allen County Historical 


Society, has been on its official board from its begin-. 


ing and has assisted greatly in building up that 
society to its present position. He is an enthusiast 
in matters of local history. 

Mr. Owen was married to ‘Miss Elizabeth Baillie 
Graham, a native of Glasgow, Scotland, who came to 
Lima when a child with her sturdy Scotch parents, 
Allan and Margaret (Shaw) Graham. She was grad- 
uated from the Lima High Schools. Since its in- 
ception she has been a member of the Board of 
Control of the Allen County Historical Society. In 
club matters she has confined her activities mainly to 
the Shakespeare Study Club. of which she is a char- 
ter member. 
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Hirey C. NaPier. Among the old and honored 
families of Allen county, one which is well and 
favorably known is that bearing the name of Napier, 
and a worthy representative of which is found in 
the person of Hilrey C. NaPier of Lima. Mr. 
NaPier’s career has been one in which ‘his activities 
have invaded a number of fields of endeavor, in 
each of which he has displayed ability to make the 
most of his opportunities and to emerge with a sat- 
isfying share of prosperity. He is a native of 
Shawnee township, Allen county, born January 9, 
1850, a son of William and Sarah (Huff) NaPier. 

William NaPier, the paternal grandfather of Hil- 
rey C., was born in England of French parentage and 
was given good educational advantages in his youth. 
While attending an advanced school which was 
situated on the beach of the ocean, several officers 
from a sailing vessel anchored nearby came ashore 
and invited the youthful scholar and three of his 
companions to come aboard and inspect the ship. 
When the youths were once on the vessel she put 
to sea, and the youths were shanghaied into her serv- 
ice. William NaPier did not see his home again until 
he was twenty-one years of age, by which time he 
had formed a love for the life of a sailor, which he 
followed until he met his death in the wreck of his 
vessel when he was sixty years of age. 

For a time the home of William NaPier was in 
Mercer county, Pennsylvania, where was born his 
son William NaPier the younger, who learned the 
trades of shoemaker and tanner and was married in 
that state. About the year 1843 the parents started 
on a journey of 250 miles, bringing with them a 
yoke of oxen and a horse, with their household 
effects and other belongings loaded in a wagon. The 
young wife walked all the distance, carrying her in- 
fant daughter, and eventually they arrived at their 
destination, a forty-acre farm in Shawnee township, 
Allen county, on which William NaPier erected a 
small tannery. About 1855 he sold his property and 
bought 200 acres of land, all heavily timbered except 
forty acres partly cleared, on which he started the 
work of clearing and cultivation. When his first 
payment fell due he was without funds, but brought 
his team of good horses to Lima, where he obtained 
$200 for the animals and liquidated his indebtedness. 
Now, however, he was without a team for his farm 
work. He was possessed of a bull, and borrowed 
another from a neighbor, which he broke with the 
aid of a pair of oxen, also borrowed from a kindly- 
disposed friend. Thus he struggled along, and 
eventually built another small tannery, in which he 
carried on modest operations. One day a horse came 
running down the road, with a rope attached to its 
neck, and it was caught by one of Mr. NaPier’s sons. 
As it was not claimed at the end of six months it 
was sold at public auction, and Mr. NaPier secured 
the animal for its keeping. Following this he bought 
a blind mare for ten dollars, and thus had a team 
again, and when his half-brother secured employment 
elsewhere he left his team with Mr. NaPier, who 
was thus able to carry on his work at a much 
faster rate of speed. A strange and almost human 
affection sprang up between the stray horse and the 
blind mare, the animals refusing to be separated. 
When the horse finally died the mare was locked 
up, but caused such a disturbance that it was finally 
turned loose, whereupon it immediately went to the 
place where its mate lay dead, lay beside it and ex- 
pired. Mr. NaPier cleared his 200 acres of land and 
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eventually became one of the substantial men of his 
community. He served as justice of the peace for 
many years, and at his death in 1901 his community 
lost a man who had done much for its welfare. His 
widow survived him until October, 1911, and when 
she passed away left the following children: Adelia, 
who died as Mrs. Salem Reed; Harriet, the wife of 
Silas Reed, of Shawnee township; Hamlin H., 
deceased; Susan, who died as Mrs. Freeman Reed; 
Hilrey C.; Sarah E., the wife of W. A. Smith, and 
Mary V., the wife of John Striff, of Lima. 

Hilrey C. NaPier received his education in the 
district school in Shawnee township, and resided at 
home until his marriage, October 17, 1872, to Emma 
Byrd, born in Amanda township, Allen county, 
daughter of Andrew and Cynthia Ann Byrd, natives 
of Shenandoah county, Virginia. Following his mar- 
riage Mr. NaPier moved to Lima, where he followed 
carpentry for a few years and then became a con- 
tractor and builder, a vocation which he engaged in 
for eighteen years, during which time he erected 
many of the principal residences and business struc- 
tures of Lima. Subsequently he embarked in the 
coal and feed business at Kibby and South Main 
streets and remained therein for two years, then buy- 
ing property at the corner of Kibby street and the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad tracks, where he erected 
a two-story brick building, 24x70 feet, and placed 
therein a stock of groceries. He also carried sand, 
brick, tile and a general line of building material 
and conducted a successful business there for thir- 
teen years. Disposing of his holdings therein at the 
end of that time, he purchased a farm of 150 acres 
in Paulding county, Ohio, which he rented out until 
he sold it in January, 1911, at that time investing a 
part of his capital in land at Sarasota, Manatee 
county, Florida, on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, 
where he makes his home during the winter months. 
He still has his business headquarters at Lima, where 
he likewise maintains his fine residence, but spends 
his summers at Indian Lake, Orchard Island, in 
Washington township, Logan county, Ohio. 

Mr. and Mrs. NaPier were the parents of the 
following children: Florence, who died as Mrs. 
William Everett, at the age of forty-three years; 
Ollie, the wife of George E. Welsted, of 1040 
North street, Lima; Oscar Clyde, a soldier of the 
United States Army now in Europe and Howard W., 
an electrical contractor of Lima. ‘Howard W., born 
in Lima on the 3lst of August 1892, married Eliza- 
beth Hanna, a daughter of Charles E. and Wilhel- 
mina (Pape) Hanna. Thev have two children, 
Martha Elizabeth and Ruth Margaret. Mr. NaPier 
has rendered valuable service to Lima in a number 
of capacities of public importance. He was the first 
councilman from the Fifth ward, serving two terms; 
was appointed and served six years as a member of 
the Board of Review: and for eight years was a 
member of the Board of Sinking Fund Trustees, 
being appointed first by a Democratic mayor, next 
by a Republican and finally by a Socialist chief ex- 
ecutive. His own political faith is that of the Re- 
publican party. As a fraternalist he holds mem- 
bership in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
in which he has passed through the chairs, and is a 
charter member of Solar Lodge No. 783, and Fort 
Amanda Encampment No. 302, having membership 
also in Ohio Encampment No. 256. 
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MarsHALL AtMur. At the age of ninety-two men 
who have retained their faculties and profited by 
their experiences look across life and not into it, and 
see mostly the fair shore of their childhood from 
which they have constantly receded, rather than the 
bridge which connects it and of which they have 
been one of the builders. But it is in proportion as 
they have builded wisely and been in accord with the 
changing tide of affairs that their satisfaction, is 
great or otherwise, and it thus becomes a pleasure to 
know and talk to one who has lived so long and 
gathered so much of interest as has Marshall Atmur, 
of Lima, the oldest man in Allen county, whose life 
has gone parallel with the development of the county 
ever since his arrival here in 1848. 

Mr. Atmur was born in Harrison county, Virginia, 
November 29, 1828, a son of Levi and Louisa (Mar- 
shall) Atmur, the former born in Virginia in 1801 
and the latter in Fairfax county, that state, in 1806. 
Mrs. Atmur witnessed the burning of the city of 
Washington by the British in 1814. After their mar- 
riage the parents started farming in Harrison county, 
Virginia, where their son Marshall was born in a log 
cabin, and in 1834 they traveled overland to Cham- 
paign county, Ohio, which was their home until 1848. 
In that year they drove through to Lima, being three 
days on the way, and Mr. Atmur purchased a farm 
in Perry township, on which his wife died when aged 
about sixty-two years, he surviving until 1890. They 
had twelve children, of whom four of the sons served 
in the Union army during the Civil war, and three of 
the children are now living: Marshall; Lucy,. the 
widow of George Williams, residing on East North 
siete Lima; and William, a resident of Bluffton, 

io. 

Marshall Atmur was a child of six years when 
taken by his parents to Champaign county, Ohio, 
and there his education was acquired in the district 
schools. He was twenty years old when he came to 
Allen county, and here he assisted his father in the 
cultivation of the home property in Perry township 
until the time of his marriage. He then settled on a 
forty-acre farm in Bath township, to which he sub- 
sequently added a farm of eighty-eight and one- 
half acres, located one-quarter of a mile distant, 
where he lived for eighteen years in a log house. 
He then erected a new frame house, which was his 
home for twenty years, and at the end of that time 
he moved to Lima, with the profits which he had 
secured from oil leases. He has been living in re- 
tirement in this city since 1901, having a pleasant 
modern residence property at 931 West Wayne 
street. 

Mr. Atmur is a veteran of the Civil war, having 
served for 100 days during that struggle as a member 
of Company F, 151st Regiment, Ohio National Guard. 
He is a valued and popular member of the local 
lodge of the Masons and has been a Mason for 
fifty years. In politics he is a Republican, but he has 
never been disturbed by great political ambitions, 
seeking the quiet paths of the lover of nature and 
the tiller of the soil, content to await the arrival 
of his harvests and the sale of his products. The 
years have dealt gently with him, giving him the 
companionship of many friends and the solace which 
comes of dealing fairly with one’s fellow-men. In 
many ways he is a remarkable man, his vitality being 
wonderful, his health extraordinarily good and: his 
memory excellent. 
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‘Mr. Atmur was married September 8, 1852, to 
Elizabeth Hoffman, who was born in Pennsylvania, 
daughter of Nicholas and Elizabeth (Gotwald) 
Hoffman, natives of York county, Pennsylvania. 
Mrs. Atmur died July 10, 1913, having been the 
mother of the following children: Charles G., William 
E., Clara and Libbie French, all deceased; Della; 
Minor A., an attorney of Lima; and Clarence an 
employe of the Lima Postoffice. 


Watt M. DeKats. The strength of natural in- 
clination in relation to choice of vocation has been 
notably illustrated in the case of one of Lima’s 
professional men, Walt M. DeKalb, architect. 
Gifted with versatile talents, Mr. DeKalb in his 
youth found many congenial vocations to choose 
from, but after some years of study and even suc- 
cessful effort in other lines finally decided to 
devote himself entirely to architectural art. Prior 
to coming to Lima he had considerable artistic 
experience, and since making this city his home 
has met with the hearty recognition that his per- 
fected talent deserves. 

Walt M. DeKalb was born at Ottawa in Put- 
nam county, Ohio, March 27, 1867, and is a son 
of M. G. and Angeline (Hamer) DeKalb, the 
former of whom was born in Fairfield county and 
the latter in Licking county, Ohio, the grand- 
fathers having been Ohio pioneers of about the 
same date. The paternal ancestry in America 
goes back to Revolutionary days, to the brave 
soldier, Baron John DeKalb, born in Huttendorf, 
near Bayreuth, Bavaria, in 1721. He accompanied 
the young Marquis de Lafayette to America in 
1777. He was appointed a major general in the 
Patriot army and served nobly in the cause of 
liberty. History tells how he faced the trained 
soldiers of Lord Cornwallis at the head of his 
farmer boy troops of Maryland and Delaware and 
fell at the battle of Camden, New Jersey, pierced 
by eleven wounds. A monument erected to his 
memory in 1825 stands at Camden. A brave mili- 


tary spirit and love of liberty persisted in the’ 


family, and when the Civil war was precipitated 
in 1861 the father of Walt M. DeKalb became a 
soldier in the Union army, enlisting from Lima 
in Company D, 54th Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
He still survives and is one of the honored vet- 
erans of that great struggle living at Lima. The 
mother of Mr. DeKalb passed away in 1910. 
Mr. DeKalb’s boyhood schooldays were passed 
at Ottawa, and afterward he completed the high 
school course at Perryburg, in Wood county. 
Deciding then to study medicine, he became a 
student in Rush Medical College, Chicago, where 
he continued for three years, but before securing 
his degree had become more interested in his art 
studies, and while pursuing them accepted a posi- 
tion as teacher in the Academy of Art, Chicago, 
where he remained as instructor for two years. 
During his subsequent years in Chicago he de- 
voted himself to his work as an architect. Prior 
to coming to Lima in 1917 he had spent three 
years in his profession at Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
He embarked in business at Lima after purchas- 
ing the office of John Chapin in the Holland 
Building, and found immediate recognition as a 
competent and talented architect and since then 
has designed many of the beautiful and substan- 
tial structures lately erected in this city. Aside 
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from his profession he has some other important 
business interests. | 

Mr. DeKalb ‘was married to Miss Hannah Mar- 
kel, a daughter of Aloysius and Cecelia (Neuge- 
bauer) Markel, and they have three children. 
Mr. DeKalb and his family belong to Trinity 
Methodist Episcopal Church. He is an interested 
member of the Chamber of Commerce, and in all 
progressive movements at Lima makes his influ- 
ence felt. A Republican from early manhood, he 
has always been loyal in support of. its principles 
but has never felt inclined toward official life as 
a personal matter. He is a Thirty-second De- 
gree Mason and belongs to Lima Lodge No. 585, 
F. & A. M.; Lima Chapter; Shawnee Command- 
ery at Lima; Oriental Consistory at Chicago; and 
is a member of Zenobia Temple, Toledo, Ohio. 


Cuartes D. Gamaie, M. D., whose _ technical 
ability and loyal and effective service have given 
him secure status as one of the representative 
physicians and surgeons of Allen county, is estab- 
lished in a successful practice in the city of Lima. 

Dr. Charles Delbert Gamble was born in Van 
Wert county, Ohio, on the 24th of March, 1878, 
and is a son of Amor L. and Ida (Conwell) 
Gamble. George Gamble, grandfather of the Doc- 
tor, came to the United States from County 
Cavan, Ireland, and he early settled in Van Wert 
county, Ohio, where he developed a fine farm and 
where he and his wife passed the residue of their 
lives. Amor L. Gamble was reared and educated 
in Van Wert county, where he followed farm 
enterprise in his youth, though later he was a 
grocer in Spencerville, Ohio. Of his four sons 
Dr. Charles D. Gamble is the only survivor. 

The old home and its influences compassed the 
childhood and youth of Doctor Gamble, and to 
the public schools of Ohio he is indebted for his 
early education, his studies having been continued 
until his graduation in the high school at Spencer- 
ville, Allen county, where his father was engaged 
in the grocery business for the long period of 
thirty-two years. Thereafter he took a one-year 
preparatory course in Puget Sound University at 
Tacoma, Washington, but at the inception of the 
Spanish-American war he returned to Ohio, 
where, on the 21st of June, 1898, at Wapakoneta, 
Auglaize county, he enlisted in Company L, Sec- 
ond Ohio Volunteer Infantry. In the following 
August he went with his company to Camp 
Thomas at Chickamauga, where later he was 
transferred to membership in the military band 
of his regiment. The command was not called 
into active service on the stage of warfare, but 
he continued with his regiment until February 10, 
1899, when he was mustered out, with due recep- 
tion of his honorable discharge. For two years 
thereafter the Doctor was clerk in a drug store at 
Spencerville, and he then entered Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity at Nashville, Tennessee, in which institu- 
tion he continued his studies two years, the last 
of which he was a student in the medical depart- 
ment. In the furtherance of his technical educa- 
tion he then entered the celebrated old Jefferson 
Medical College in the city of Philadelphia, and 
in this institution he was graduated as a member 
of the class of 1905. After thus receiving his 
degree of Doctor of Medicine the Doctor further 
fortified himself through the clinical advantages 
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derived in eight months’ service as interne in a 
leading hospital at Easton, Pennsylvania, and six 
months in a similar service at the hospital main- 
tained in connection with his alma mater, Jeffer- 
son Medical College. He then returned to Allen 
county, where he engaged in practice at Spencer- 
ville, which place continued the stage of his pro- 
fessional activities until 1916, and in the mean- 
while he gained no little distinction in connection 
with the Ohio National Guard. In the year 1900 
he had become a member of Company F, Second 
Ohio Infantry, at Spencerville, and in this fine 
organization he won successive promotions until 
he was made captain of the company. In 1910 the 
Doctor was transferred to the medical corps of 
the Ohio National Guard, with the rank of cap- 
tain, and in 1911 he was advanced to the rank of 
major in the medical corps of the Second Regi- 
ment. With his command Doctor Gamble was 
called into active service on the Mexican border, 
the regiment having proceeded to Columbus, 
Ohio, on the 19th of June, 1916, and thence hav- 
ing been sent early in the following month to El 
Paso, Texas. He there remained with his regi- 
ment until the 8th of March, 1917, when he ac- 
companied his regiment to Fort Sheridan, IIli- 
nois, where he was mustered out on the 24th of 
the same month. He then returned to his home, 
but on the 15th of April he was assigned to serv- 
ice in recruiting for his old regiment, the Second 
Ohio Infantry. He thus continued his service 
until the 15th of July, when he was assigned to 
duty at Camp Sheridan, Montgomery, Alabama. 
In connection with the nation’s preparations for 
the great World war Doctor Gamble served there 
as surgeon of the One Hundred and Forty-eighth 
United States Infantry until May 24, 1918, when 
the regiment was sent to Camp Lee, Virginia, 
where it remained until the 20th of June. On 
the following day. at Newport News, that state, 
he embarked on the transport that landed him at 
Brest, France, on the 5th of Julv. He was as- 
signed to service at regimental headquarters at 
Belincourt, where he remained thirteen. davs. and 
on the 29th of July he accompanied his regiment 
to the front, the command being on duty in hold- 
ing a sector at the front until the 14th of the 
following September. It then took part in the 
great Argonne campaign, and in the five-days 
drive in which Doctor Gamble there took part he 
lost one-third of the men in his detachment. 
With his command he was thereafter in the St. 
Mihiel sector for twelve days, in command of the 
One Hundred and Fortv-sixth Field Hospital. 
He then proceeded into Belgium and joined the 
forces of King Albert, with which he took part 
in two vigorous and sanguinary drives. He en- 
dured the full tension of the great conflict and 
continued in active service until the signing of 
the historical armistice. After the close of hos- 
tilities Doctor Gamble remained in France until 
March 15, 1919, when he embarked for the home 
port. Upon his arrival in the United States he 
proceeded to Camp Sherman, and he received his 
honorable discharge on the 28th of April, 1919, 
after having made a record that shall ever reflect 
honor upon his name and mark him as a true 
patriot whose loyalty was shown in the most 
strenuous service. 
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Upon his return to Allen county Doctor Gam- 
ble resumed the active practice of his profession, 
with residence in the city of Lima, where he has 
built up a substantial and representative practice. 
He holds membership in the Allen County Medi- 
cal Society, the Ohio State Medical Society and 
the American Medical Association. His political 
allegiance is given to the Republican party, and 
he is affiliated with the Masonic fraternity, in 
which he has received the thirty-second degree of 
the Scottish Rite, besides being a member of An- 
tioch temple of the Mystic Shrine in the city of 
Dayton, and of the lodge of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows at Spencerville. He is also 
a member of the Beta Theta Pi College Fra- 
ternity. 

In 1911 was solemnized the marriage of Doctor 
Gamble to Miss Mildred M. Welch, daughter of 
Dr. Jacob R. and Mary (Miller) Welch, of Spen- 
cerville, and the one child of this union is a win- 
some little daughter, Hilda M. 


CrypE W. Myers. Each man who strives to 
fulfill his part in connection with human life and 
human activities is deserving of recognition, what- 
ever may be his field of endeavor, and it is the 
function of works of this nature to prepare for 
future generations an authentic record concerning 
those represented in its pages. The value of such 
publications is certain to be cumulative for all 
time to come, showing forth the specific and indi- 
vidual accomplishments of which generic history 
is ever engendered. The record of the subject of 
this sketch is worthy of perpetuation along with 
others of his fellow citizens of Allen county, as 
will be readily ascertained in the following lines. 

Clyde W. Myers, president and general man- 
ager of the Peerless Candy Company of Lima is 
a native son of the Buckeye state, having been 
born in Auglaize county on June 13, 1882, and he 
is the son of William S. and Nettie (Vertner) 
Myers. Both of these parents also were born and 
reared in Ohio, the father in Auglaize county and 
the mother in Champaign county. William S. 
Myers was a farmer by vocation, following that 
pursuit in Auglaize county until about 1895, when 
he moved to Lima, where he resided until his 
death in 1910. He was survived but a short time 
by his widow, whose death occurred in 1912. 
They were the parents of the following children: 
Ella. who died in infancy; Mina. the wife of W. 
R. Graham, of Toledo, Ohio; Blanche, the wife 
of William Kessler, of Youngstown, Ohio; Clyde 
W., the immeditae subject of this sketch; Ozro, 
of Lima, and Idona, the wife of Charles Baum- 
gardner. 

Clyde W. Myers received his early education 
in the public schools of Wavnesfield, Ohio, but 
at the early age of ten years he found it neces- 
sary to go to work, being employed successively 
on a farm, in a tile mill and in a hoop mill until 
sixteen years of age, when he came to Lima and 
for two vears was emploved in the general store 
of J. U. Heiniger. He was then sent to Quincy, 
Ohio, by Mr. Heiniger as manager of his store at 
that place, remaining there about eighteen months. 
Mr. Myers then went to Kenton, Ohio, and 
worked in a creamery for A. G. Weslev & Com- 
pany for three years. Later he returned to Lima 
and became manager for the Peerless Candy 
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Company, continuing in this position until Janu- 
ary, 1919, when he bought the business, which he 
has since controlled. the company is now in- 
corporated, with the following officers: Clyde W. 
Myers, president and general manager; Samuel 
Roeder, vice president; and A. D. Alaire, secre- 
tary and treasurer. They are wholesale dealers 
in all kinds of candies, and in the fall of 1920 will 
engage extensively in their manufacture. The 
company has enjoyed great prosperity, and its 
volume of business and field of operations are 
constantly increasing. Mr. Myers is devoting his 
entire time and energy to the business and is con- 
sidered a man of unusually energetic and progres- 
sive make-up. 

In April, 1909, he was married to Sadie Phil- 
lips, who was born in Cleveland, Ohio, the daugh- 
ter of John and Barbara (Allen) Phillips, natives 
of Canada. Mr. and Mrs. Myers have one child, 
Delight Lillian. Mr. Myers’ sympathies are with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which faith he 
was reared. Politically he is a stanch supporter 
of the Republican party, though not in any sense 
an aspirant for public office or leadership. Fra- 
ternally he is a member of the Free and Accepted 
Masons, being affiliated with the Blue Lodge, 
Chapter, Council and Commandery of that order, 
and also holds membership in the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and the Loyal Order of 
Moose. He is a member of the Kiwanis Club, 
the Lima Automobile Club and the Chamber of 
Commerce. Mr. Myers has not only been ener- 
getic in the advancement of his personal interests, 
but his influence is felt in the upbuilding of the 
community honored by his citizenship. The pros- 
perity which he enjoys is the result of energy 
rightly applied and he is eminently deserving of 
the high place which he occupies among his fel- 
low citizens of Lima and Allen county. 


Harry O. Bentiey. One of the best known 
attorneys of Allen county is Harry O. Bentley, 
of Lima, an honored native son who has always 
tried to measure up to the standard of true man- 
hood. The community is proud to number him 
among its progressive and representative men, he 
having always maintained his home here and hav- 
ing the interests of the community at heart, seek- 
ing to promote the same in every way possible. 
In all the relations of life he has proven true to 
every trust reposed in him, and no one is worthier 
of the high esteem in which he is held. 

Harry O. Bentley was born in Bluffton, Allen 
county, on April 14, 1873, and is the son of W. S. 
and Mary Jane (Anderson) Bentley, natives of 
Hancock county, Ohio. His paternal grand- 
narents were Thomas Jefferson and Barbara 
(Fusselman) Bentley, of Trumbull county, Ohio, 
the former being a son of John Bentley, a native 
of Massachusetts and of Revolutionary stock. 
Thomas Jefferson Bentley came to Allen county 
about 1840 and settled in a tract of timber land, 
to the clearing of which he gave his attention, 
though he was a wheelwright by trade. The ma- 
ternal grandparents were Warrick and Mary 
(Anderson) Anderson, natives of York county, 
Pennsylvania, who drove through to Allen county 
sometime in the ’40s, settling on a tract of timber 
land, which they developed into a good farm and 
which is still the Anderson homestead. After 
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their marriage, Mr. Bentley’s parents settled on a 
farm in Richland township, where the father spent 
the remainder of his days, his death occurring in 
1918. He was a man of prominence and _ influ- 
ence in his community and served several terms 
as trustee of his township. His widow now lives 
in Bluffton, Allen county. They became the 
parents of two children, Harry O. and Myrtle, the 
wife of Charles Killen, manager of the Lima 
Stone Company at Lima. 

Harry O. Bentley was reared on the parental 
farmstead and secured his educational training in 
the district school and the Bluffton High School. 
He attended the law department of the Ohio 
Northern University at Ada, where he was grad- 
uated in 1896. He then came to Lima and entered 
upon the practice of his profession, forming a 
partnership with T. R. Hamilton. Two and a 
half years later the partnership was dissolved and 
Mr. Bentley was alone in the practice for three 
years, On July 1, 1902, he formed a partnership 
with S. S. Wheeler, who was previously a partner 
with Senator Brice. This has constituted one of 
the strongest and most reliable law firms in Allen 
county, having been retained in most of the im- 
portant cases which have been tried in the local 
courts. As a lawyer Mr. Bentley is thoroughly 
familiar with legal principles, and years of con- 
scientious work have not only brought with them 
increase of practice and reputation, but also that 
growth in legal knowledge and that wide and 
accurate judgment the possession of which consti- 
tutes marked excellence in his profession. 

On April 3, 1901, Mr. Bentley was married to 
Blanche N. Neff, of Lima, the daughter of Henry 
C. and Jennie (Mauk) Neff, who also were born 
in Allen county. To Mr. and Mrs. Bentley were 
born two children, Jane, born on June 13, 1905, 
and Mary Esther, born January 9, 1908. Mr. 
Bentley and his family are members of the Pres- 
byterian Church. Mr. Bentley is a Republican in 
his political affiliation, and served as city solicitor 
of Lima from 1901 to 1905. Fraternally he is a 
member of the Knights of Pythias, the Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks and the Royal 
Arcanum, having served as exalted ruler of the 
Elks. Socially he is a member of the Lima Club, 
of which he is a member of the Board of Trus- 
tees, the Shawnee Country Club and the Rotary 
Club, of which he is an ex-president A man of 
vigorous mentality and strong moral fiber, Mr. 
Bentley has achieved signal success in a calling 
where few rise above mediocrity, and he has not 
only earned the respect of his professional col- 
leagues, but also the sincere confidence and esteem 
of all who know him. 


Barris H. Simpson. Former mavor of Lima, 
now manager of the Lima Hospital, Bailis H. 
Simpson is a citizen naturally looked to for lead- 
ership in this community and has always distin- 
guished himself by his prompt and energetic ad- 
ministration of affairs of trust. 

Mr. Simpson was born in Franklin county, 
Ohio, in September, 1869, son of Washington and 
Martha (Sudlow) Simpson. His grandfather, 
Robert Simpson, was a native of Virginia and 
settled in Ross county, Ohio, about 1818. His 
maternal grandfather, Jay Sudlow, was a native 
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of England, and settled in Connecticut. Wash- 
ington Simpson was born in Ross county, Ohio, 
in 1818, while his wife was born in New London, 
Connecticut, and as a girl came to McArthur, 
Ohio, to live with her sister. After her marriage 
she and Washington Simpson settled on a farm 
in Franklin county, where he passed away. She 
survived him many years and died at Lima in 
1912. They were the parents of nine children: 
Cornelia, deceased; Harriet, deceased; George, de- 
ceased; James, of Lima; William, of Lima; Bailis 
H.; Charles, who was killed at the age of eight 
years; Frank, of Columbus, Ohio; and Orrin, de- 
ceased. 

Bailis H. Simpson was only a small lad when 
his father died, and he grew to manhood with his 
widowed mother on the home farm in Franklin 
county. He had a common school education and 
beginning at the age of twenty-one farmed the 
old place until 1885, in which year he established 
his home at Lima. For two years he was asso- 
ciated with his brothers in the grocery business 
and then took up railroading as a clerk in the 
Lima office of the Erie Railroad. He was suc- 
cessively promoted to chief clerk, cashier and 
station agent. Mr. Simpson left the railroad in 
1910 to become secretary of the Lima Water- 
works, and two years later was elected city audi- 
tor, filling that office two successive terms. From 
the post of auditor he entered upon his duties as 
mayor, and filled that office two successive terms, 
his administration comprising the important era 
of the World war. Mr. Simpson left the mayor’s 
office January 1, 1920, and has since given his time 
to his duties as manager of the Lima Hospital. 

In April, 1890, he married Minnie A. East, a 
native of Allen county and daughter of Abraham 
and Mary (Leach) East. Her parents were born 
near Uniontown, Pennsylvania, and her mother is 
still living at Lima. Mr. and Mrs. Simpson have 
five children: Gladys, Mrs. Harry Blair, of Allen 
county; Merle, a farmer in American township; 
Robert, of Lima; Ruth, Mrs. Earl Fandry, of 
Lima; and Emerson, at home. 

Mr. Simpson is a Republican in his - political 
affiliations. He has filled chairs in Lima Lodge 
No. 54 of the Elks and Lodge No. 91 of the 
Knights of Pythias, and with his family is a mem- 
ber of the Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Otro C. PrumMMmer. The automobile business 
has attracted some of the best commercial genius 
of the country, and one of the leading dealers in 
automobiles at Lima is Otto C. Plummer, for- 
merly a merchant in this section of Ohio. 

He was born in Auglaize county July 21, 1882, 
a son of Samuel and Norah (McGinnis) Plum- 
mer. His parents were also natives of Auglaize 
county, where his father servevd several terms as 
county commissioner. About 1905 he moved his 
family to Lima and was a dealer in horses and 
livestock for several years but is now retired. 

Otto C. Plummer acquired a grammar and high 
school education and at the age of nineteen be- 
gan his business career as clerk in a dry goods 
store at Waynesfield. He continued business 
there until 1907, when he took the agency for the 
Cadillac automobile with H. A. Mack. They were 
associated four years, at the end of which time 
Mr. Plummer bought out his partner and estab- 
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lished a company of which he is president, R. A. 
Kerr, vice president, and A. L. Kirk, secretary. 
Since 1917 they have been the distributing agents 
over Allen county for the Dodge Brothers’ auto- 
mobiles, and recently entered handsome new quar- 
ters on West Market street. 

Mr. Plummer on August 8, 1903, married Ethel 
Kerr, a native of Allen county and a daughter of 
R. A. and Belle (Smith) Kerr. They have one 
son, Carl K. Mr. Plummer is independent in 
politics, is a Methodist, a Mason and belongs to 
Lima Lodge No. 54 of the Elks. He is also a 
member of the Lima Club and the Shawnee Coun- 
try Club. 


Cuartes B. Miter for a number of years has 
been an esteemed factor in the Spencerville com- 
munity of Allen county, and in his profession as a 
funeral director and embalmer has developed a high 
class service and unsurpassed eauipment in his line. 

Mr. Miller was born at Kossuth, Ohio, March 3, 
1877, son of F. B. and Mary O. Miller. He spent 
most of his youth in Spencerville, where he attended 
the public schools, and fitted himself for his profes- 
sion in the Cincinnati College of Embalming. Since 
early manhood his business experience has been as an 
undertaker or in the furniture business, and for sev- 
eral years past he has devoted his best energies to the 
ideal of furnishing an undertaking service second to 
none in Allen county. 

Mr. Miller has also served as township treasurer 
of Spencer township. Fraternally he is affiliated with 
the Masonic order, is a member of the Subordinate 
Lodge and Encampment of Odd Fellows, and also 
belongs to the Elks. July 2, 1896, at Spencerville, 
he married Mary E. Seibert, a daughter of Jacob 
Seibert. Six children were born to their marriage: 
Corrine, Robert, Arthur, Ira, Dorothy and Marjorie, 
all living except Ira. Corrine is a student at Ohio 
State University; Robert is a graduate of the Ohio 
State University in Electric and Ceramic Engineer- 
ing; Arthur is a student at Eastman-Gaines College 
at Poughkeepsie, New York; and Dorothy and Mar- 
jorie are at home. 


Cart A. Bowpte. One of the worthy native sons 
of Allen county is Carl A. Bowdle, a progressive 
business man of Lima, who is easily the peer of any 
of his fellows in the qualities that constitute good 
citizenship. He is what he is from natural endow- 
ment and self-culture, having attained his present 
standing solely through his own efforts. He pos- 
sesses not only those powers which render men ef- 
ficient in the material affairs of the community, but 
also those traits that mark genial and helpful social 
intercourse, and he is therefore deservedly popular 
in the community in which he lives. 

Carl A. Bowdle was born in Perry township, Allen 
county, on October 19, 1884, and is the son of Free- 
man A. and Samantha (Crabb) Bowdle, the former 
a native of Perry township and the latter of Pickaway 
county, Ohio. Mr. Bowdle’s paternal grandparents 
were Jesse Lee and Elizabeth (McCoy) Bowdle, the 
former of whom was born in Chillicothe, Ohio, and 
the latter in Virginia. They eventually came to 
Allen county, and settled on a farm in Perry town- 
ship. In that township Mr. Bowdle’s parents followed 
the vocation of farming until they retired from the 
farm and moved into ‘Lima, residing at No. 717 West 
Market street. Mrs. Samantha Bowdle died in April, 
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1920. Carl A. was the only child born to their union. 
After completing his studies in the common schools 
he entered Lima College where he pursued his studies 
from the age of fifteen years until he had attained 
his majority. He then went to work in the shoe 
store of E. M. Gooding, with whom he remained 
for four years, and during the two following years 
he managed the shoe department for Morris Brothers. 
He then entered into a partnership with P. W. Craw- 
ford, and they conducted a shoe store for four years, 
though during this time Mr. Bowdle was on the road 
as a traveling salesman for the Krippendorf & Ditt- 
man Shoe Company of Cincinnati, covering the states 
of Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi. 
In 1916 he sold to Mr. Crawford his interest in the 
shoe business and helped organize the Lima Cadillac 
Company, dealers in automobiles. The official per- 
sonnel of the company is a follows: O.C. Plummer, 
president; R. A. Kerr, vice president and treasurer ; 
E. L. Kirk, secretary; Carl A. Bowdle, sales manager. 
They have the agencies for the Cadillac and Dodge 
Brothers motor cars, having control of sixteen coun- 
ties for the former car and three and a half counties 
for the latter. They have been very successful in 
this enterprise and are numbered among the leading 
automobile sales houses in this section of the state. 
A large part of their success is directly attributable 
to the personal efforts of Mr. Bowdle, who devotes 
his entire time and attention to the business. 

On April 3, 1912, Mr. Bowdle was married to May 
Roeder, who was born in Bath township, Allen 
county, the daughter of Philip and Nancy (Protts- 
man) Roeder, also natives of Allen county. They 
have two children, Bob Oen, born December 1, 1913, 
and Betty Nan, born April 13, 1917. 

Politically Mr. Bowdle gives his supoprt to the 
Republican party, though he does not take an active 
part in public affairs. He is a member of Lodge No. 
54, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, of the 
Lima Club and of the United Commercial Travelers. 
He is a splendid type of the self-made man. He has 
in him the elements that make men successful, pre- 
eminent among his qualities being that sound judg- 
ment which is ordinarily called common sense. Be- 
cause of his splendid success and his excellent per- 
sonal qualities he stands deservedly high in the esteem 
and confidence of the people generally. 


Exttwoop R. LInpDESMITH, secretary and treasurer 
of the Overland Company, is the dean of the automo- 
bile trade at Lima, and his company does the largest 
automobile business in northwest Ohio outside of 
Toledo. Their business headquarters are a fine two- 
story brick building at 407-409 West Market street. 

Mr. Lindesmith was born at Bryan, Ohio, Decem- 
ber 20, 1882, a son of L. S. and Rosa A. (Scott) 
Lindesmith. His father was born in Columbiana 
county, Ohio, and his mother in Williams county. 
L. S. Lindesmith was in the buggy and implement 
business at Bryan until 1902, and he continued in the 
same line at Lima until his death in August, 1908. 

Ellwood R. Lindesmith, whose mother is still liv- 
ing at Lima, had a high school education and at the 
age of nineteen entered the office of the Hocking 
Valley Railroad Company at Fostoria, Ohio. He 
took the Agency for the Overland automobile at 
Lima in 1909, and has been promoting the sales of 
that widely known and popular car for eleven years. 
‘He was in business alone until 1911, when he estab- 
lished the Lima Overland Company, with George 
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Bayly as president, Samuel Roeder as vice president 
and Mr. Lindesmith as secretary and treasurer. W. 
H. Howell has charge of the retail sales of the com- 
pany, while Harry Lindesmith is in charge of the 
parts department. f ; ; 

In February, 1907, Mr. Lindesmith married Miss 
Leo Creps, who was born at Westminster, Ohio, 
daughter of Frank and Eva (Call) Creps. The 
Creps family were among the earliest settlers in the 
southeastern quarter of Allen county. Mr. and Mrs. 
Lindesmith have one daughter, Berenice, at home. 
They are members of the Central. Church of Christ, 
and Mr. Lindesmith is a Royal Arch and Knight 
Templar Mason, a member of Lima Lodge No. 54 
of the Elks, the Modern Woodmen of America, 
and is a member of the Rotary Club, the United 
Commercial Travelers, Lima Club, Shawnee Country 
Club and the Chamber of Commerce. 


Epwin L. Kirx. The unostentatious routine of 
private life, although in the aggregate more important 
to the welfare of the community than any meteoric 
public career, cannot, from its very nature, figure in 
the public annals, though each locality’s history 
should contain the names of those individuals who 
contribute to the success of the material affairs of a 
community and to its public stability, men who lead 
wholesome and exemplary lives which contribute to 
the general standing of a city or locality. In such 
a class must consistently appear the name of Edwin 
L. Kirk, one of the leading citizens and public spirited 
business men of Lima, a man who leads a plain, in- 
dustrious life, endeavoring to deal honestly with his 
fellow men and contribute somewhat to the general 
public good in an unobtrusive manner. 

Edwin L. Kirk was born in Cleveland, Ohio, on 
the Sth day of August, 1876, and is the son of Robert 
and Laura (Osborn) Kirk, the former a native of 
Cleveland and the latter of Columbiana county, 
Ohio. Mr. Kirk’s paternal grandparents were Thomas 
and Eliza Kirk, both of whom were natives of Scot- 
land. Robert Kirk was reared to manhood and 
spent part of his life in Cleveland, but subsequently 
acquired a farm at Ellsworth, Ohio, to which place 
he moved, and there he also engaged in the sale of 
farming implements. He died in 1882, and his widow 
then moved to Youngstown, Ohio, with her two chil- 
dren, Edwin L. and Belle, who became the wife of 
Robert Taylor, a farmer in Mahoning county, Ohio. 
After living a short time at Youngstown Mrs. Laura 
Kirk came to Lima, at the suggestion of her brother, 
Albert Osborn, who was one of the pioneer grocers 
of Lima. Here she became the wife of George Stev- 
ens, a real estate dealer. 

Edwin L. Kirk attended the public and high schools 
of his native city, and then took a commercial course 
in the Cleveland Business College, finishing the course 
when sixteen years of age. He then came to Lima 
and entered the employ of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany with whom he remained until 1912, when he 
entered into a partnership with R. A. Kerr, O. C. 
Plummer and C. A. Bowdle, and they organized the 
Lima Cadillac Company for the sale of Cadillac and 
Dodge Brothers automobiles. They have been very 
successful in the distribution of these machines, hav- 
ing control of twelve counties on the Cadillac car 
and two counties on the Dodge. The members of 
this company are all wide-awake, energetic business 
men and their company is now numbered among the 
leaders gin their line in this section of the state. 
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Mr. Kirk was married on June 18, 1902, to Olive 
Grafton, who was born and reared in Ada, Ohio, the 
daughter of William B. and Eliza Jane (Pingree) 
Grafton, the former a native of Columbus, Ohio, 
and the latter of Malone, New York. Mrs. Kirk’s 
paternal grandparents were William and Rachel 
(Sells) Grafton, of Columbus, Ohio, while her ma- 
ternal grandparents, William and Nancy (Cowan) 
Pingree, were born and reared near Concord, New 
Hampshire. Mrs. Kirk is descended from sterling 
old colonial stock, as is evidenced by the fact that 
she is a member of the Sons and Daughters of the 
American Revolution, of which she is treasurer. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk have been born the following 
children: Joseph E., William B., Oliver G. and 
Marjorie. Mrs. Kirk is also a member of the Lima 
Woman’s Club; of St. Martin’s Guild of the Episco- 
pal Church, of which she is president, and of the 
Woman’s Music Club. 

Politically Mr. Kirk is an earnest supporter of the 
Democratic party, and fraternally he is a member 
of Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks. Socially he is a member of the Lima Club, 
which he served as secretary and treasurer during 
the erection of their new club house; of the Shawnee 
Country Club, the Kiwanis Club and the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. He is a communicant 
of the Episcopal Church, in which he has served as 
vestryman a number of years, and as a member of 
the building committee having charge of the erection 
of the new church. Personally Mr. Kirk is a man 
of kindly and generous impulses and is an ardent 
supporter of every movement which promises to ad- 
vance the welfare of the people. Genial and unas- 
suming in manner, he has a host of warm personal 
friends throughout this community. 


CuirF M. Woop. Specific mention is made herein 
of many of the worthy citizens of Allen county, citi- 
zens who have figured in the growth and develop- 
ment of this favored locality and whose interests 
have been identified with its every phase of progress, 
each contributing in his sphere of action to the well- 
being of the community in which he resides and to 
the advancement of its normal and legitimate growth. 
Among this number is he whose name appears above, 
peculiar interest attaching to his career from the 
fact that practically his entire life has been spent 
within the borders of this county. 

Cliff M. Wood, president, treasurer and general 
manager of the Cliff Wood Coal and Supply Com- 
pany at Lima, was born on his father’s farm in Bath 
township on July 27, 1877, and is the third in order 
of birth of the four children who blessed the union 
of C. M. and Sarah (Allen) Wood. The family has 
long been established on American soil, though origi- 
nally it was of Scotch origin. The several genera- 
tions of the family generally followed agriculture, 
though Mr. Wood’s father successfully devoted him- 
self to the trade of carpenter and contractor. The 
mother died in 1881, but the father is still living at 
his home near Lima. : 

Cliff M. Wood received his education in the public 
schools of his native township, which he attendec 
during the winter months, his summers being de- 
voted to farm work. His first active employment 
after leaving the home farm was as a teamster and 
general laborer in the Lima oil field, and eventually 
he became a pumper, which work he followed until 
1900. He then engaged in the coal and feed business 
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at Main and Kibby streets, for two years and was 
successful in this enterprise. He then went to Rich- 
mond, Indiana, and became bookkeeper and salesman 
for the A. Harsh Coal and Supply Company, with 
whom he remained for six years. During this period 
Mr. Wood took two six months courses in the Rich- 
mond Business College to better fit himself for com- 
mercial life. In 1908 he entered into a partnership 
with J. M. Morgan and engaged in the plumbing and 
heating business under the firm title of the Morgan- 
Wood Company. They were successful contractors 
in their line, conducting the business until June, 1916. 
In the meantime Mr. Wood learned the technical de- 
tails of the plumbing and heating business, and 
passed the state examination for the practice of heat- 
ing and plumbing. In 1916 he sold his interest in 
the business and established the Cliff Wood Coal and 
Supply Company, of which he is three-fourths owner, 
the remaining quarter interest being owned by A. 
Harsh, of Richmond, Indiana, by whom he had for- 
merly been employed. They are dealers in coal and 
all kinds of building material and have built up a 
large trade throughout this section of the country. 
Some idea of the rapid increase in their trade may 
be gained from the statement that for several years 
the volume of their business has trebled annually. 
Mr. Wood gives his sole attention to this business 
and is considered a man of unusual business quali- 
fications, because of the shrewd foresight and sagac- 
ity which he has displayed in the conduct of'this en- 
terprise, which has grown to be one of the most 
important in its line in Lima. 

In 1900 Mr. Wood was married to Neela Nune- 
maker, the daughter of W. T. and Harriet (Heskett) 
Nunemaker, of Lima. To their union have been 
born four children, Rowena Fay, Marvel Ray, Dor- 
otha Ladonna and Clifford Harold. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wood are members of the First Baptist Church of 
Lima. Politically Mr. Wood is an independent Dem- 
ocrat, and takes a keen interest in local public af- 
fairs, though not a seeker after office. Fraternally 
he is a member of Lodge No. 91, Knights of Pythias, 
and Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, both at Lima. He is a member of the Lima 
Rotary Club, the Chamber of Commerce, the Mer- 
chants’ Association and the Young Men’s Christian 
Association. He is president of District No. 23 of 
the Ohio State Building Supply Association, also be- 
longs to the National Building Supply Association and 
the Ohio, Indiana and Michigan Coal Dealers’ Asso- 
ciation. The splendid success which has come to 
Mr. Wood is directly traceable to the salient points 
in his make-up, for he started in life at the bottom 
of the ladder, which he has mounted unaided. He 
has strictly observed the highest business ethics in 
his dealings with his fellow men, and therefore he 
enjoys the confidence and good will of all who know 
him. 


CLARENCE Nye BREESE, 2 prominent farmer who 
has also been interested in public affairs in Allen 
county for many years, is president of the Allen 
County Farm Bureau. 

He was born in Shawnee township in Section 10 
December 13, 1877, son of George L. and Susan 
(Nye) Breese. His parents were also natives oi 
Shawnee township and the Breeses are one of the 
very old and substantial families of the county. 
Clarence Breese graduated in 1902 from the Ohio 
State University at Columbus. In the meantime at 
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the age of twenty on June 28, 1896, he enlisted 
in Company C of the Second Ohio National Guard 
and April 27, 1898, was called for service in the 
Spanish-American war. He was mustered into the 
Federal service and was at Chickamauga Park, Ten- 
nessee, was transferred in August to Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee, in November to Macon, Georgia, and was 
mustered out with the rank of Corporal February 
10, 1899. 

After completing his education, Mr. Breese in 1902 
lived for eight months in Fairfield county, Ohio, 
where he operated a creamery. Returning to Lima 
in August, 1903, he became deputy to the county 
clerk, and filled that position for six years. During 
1910 he was also clerk of the Board of Appraisers 
of the city of Lima and was employed in the Engi- 
neer’s office four months. In the past ten years he has 
given most of his time to farming and dairying, hav- 
ing joined his father in the operation of the Breese 
farm of three hundred and eighteen acres. In May, 
1917, Mr. Breese was appointed member of the local 
draft board of Allen county, and for nearly two 
years until the work of the Board was completed 
he had little time for private business, since the 
work of the draft board imposed probably more 
cares and responsibilities than any other duty re- 
quired of civilians during the war. His associates 
on the Board were F. M. Watt and Dr. I. N. Sayner. 

June 28, 1905, Mr. Breese married Mabel Kerr, a 
native of Lima and daughter of George S. and Jen- 
nie (Harrod) Kerr. Mr. Breese is a prominent Re- 
publican and has served as central committeeman 
and member of the County Executive Committee. 
He has filled the office of Justice of the Peace, is a 
Past Commander of the Spanish War Veterans, is 
a member of the Grange and is Past Chancellor and 
Past Grand Representative of Lima Lodge No. 91 
of the Knights of Pythias. 


CuHartes L. Fess, one of the representative mem- 
bers of the Allen county bar, is engaged in the prac- 
tice of his profression in the city of Lima, the -me- 
tropolis and judicial center of his native county, 
and is a scion of a family whose name has been 
long and worthily identified with the history of this 
county. He was born on a farm near the present 
village of Harrod, which was not at that time platted, 
and the date of his nativity was March 2, 1866. He 
is a son of Henry and Barbara (Herring) Fess, and 
has six brothers and two sisters, the eldest brother, 
Hon. Simeon D. Fess, represented this district in the 
United States Congress for four terms and is still 
serving. The original representative of the family 
in Allen county came here at an early day, from 
Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, and the family 
name has here been primarily prominent in connec- 
tion with farm industry and educational matters. 

Mr. Fess passed the period of his childhood and 
youth on the farm home, and through its sturdy dis- 
cipline and the advantages afforded him in the dis- 
trict schools, he waxed strong and vigorous in mental 
and physical powers. He taught school ten years. 
Thereafter he attended the Ohio Northern Univer- 
sity, at Ada, Hardin county, and in the law depart- 
ment of this institution he was graduated as a mem- 
ber of the class of 1899, his reception of the degree 
of Bachelor of Laws being virtually coincident with 
his admission to the bar of his native state. Prior 
to his graduation Mr. Fess had made an excellent 
record in the pedagogic profession, his service in 
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which included one term as a teacher in the high 
school at Spencerville, Allen county, and also special- 
ly effective work as superintendent of schools at 
Beaverdam, this county, a position which he retained 
from 1897 until 1901, while in the meantime he com- 
pleted his course in the law school. In 1901 Mr. 
Fess established an office in the Metropolitan building 
at Lima and engaged in the practice of law, in which 
he has developed a substantial and representative 
business and established a reputation as a discrimi- 
nating counselor and resourceful trial lawyer. Mr. 
Fess is a well fortified advocaté and supporter of 
the principles and policies of the Democratic party, 
is affiliated with the local organizations of the Be- 
nevolent & Protective Order of Elks, the Loyal 
Order of Moose, and the Woodmen of the World, 
and both he and his wife hold membership in Trin- 
ity Church, Methodist Episcopal, in their home city. 

In February, 1917, was solemnized the marriage of 
Mr. Fess to Miss Maude Van Vlerah, and they have 
one child, Donald O. 


CHRISTIAN BAECHLER. For the greater part of half 
a century Christian Baechler has been an honored 
resident of Allen county, though his interests have 
taken him to many different parts of the country, 
partly as a matter of business and partly for health. 
He is a sturdy and stanch American though of Swiss 
birth and ancestry, and has employed his labor, skill 
and enterprise to the improvement and adornment 
of many pieces of property he has owned. 

Mr. Baechler, who is now enjoying a comfortable 
retirement at his home in Lima, was born in Berne, 
Switzerland, November 17, 1839, son of Christian 
and Elizabeth (Rolie) Baechler. His father was a 
Swiss farmer and spent all his life in his native 
country. Christian Baechler was reared on his fa- 
ther’s farm, had a common school education, and at 
the age of seventeen began his career as a gardener. 
In April, 1867, he married Magdalena Gortner, also 
a native of Berne. In 1871, accompanied by his wife, 
a daughter and two sons, Mr. Baechler came to 
America and first located at New Philadelphia, Ohio, 
where for a time he was employed in the iron ore 
business. For nine months he was a gardener in 
Cleveland, and then engaged in garden and land- 
scape work at Cardington in Morrow county. In 
March, 1873, Mr. Baechler became superintendent of 
the Woodlawn Cemetery at Lima, that being his 
first active connection with the city where he now 
resides. While thus employed he acquired some 
farming lands in Paulding and Morrow counties, 
and also in German township of Allen county. He 
did much to develop and improve these tracts, and 
sold at a good profit. The years brought him a 
steady increase of prosperity, and he has long been 
financially independent. Mr. Baechler in 1892 re- 
turned to his native land for a visit of six months. 

In 1893 he went to live on his farm of ninety-four 
acres in German township, and for the next eleven 
years was busily engaged in a general business of 
farming, fruit growing and also gardening and flori- 
culture. After selling his farm he sought an entirely 
new location in the northwest, near Silverton, Ore- 
gon, where he bought a small farm, and for two 
years was a hop grower. Losing his health while 
there, he sold out and returned to Lima and bought 
property on Garfield avenue. After a year he ac- 
quired ten acres in Shawnee township, and remained 
on it, farming for two or three years. Disposing of 
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that property, he returned to Lima, and on ground 
he owned there built the fine residence in which he 
now resides. Mr. Baechler spent a large part of 
1911-12 traveling throughout the west for his health, 
was at Salem, Oregon, in 1913-14, and during 
that time bought a five-acre fruit farm and operated 
it. He has also spent two winters in Florida. He 
is a member of the German Reformed Church and 
is independent in politics. 

His first wife died in 1881, the mother of the 
following children: Bertha, deceased; Gottfried of 
Daytona, Florida, who married Louise Hartman, and 
they have one son, Karlos; Edward, of Lima, Ohio, 
married Mary Zulliger, of Lima; Celestine, who wa: 
born in 1878 and died in 1880; Emma, widow of 
William Moore, lives with her father and is looking 
after his home, and has one son, William, Jr., and 
Albert, who is the present superintendent of Wood- 
lawn Cemetery at Lima. On June 3, 1884, Mr. Baech- 
ler married Elizabeth Zurcher, who was also born 
in Switzerland. She died April 2, 1920, the mother of 
one son, Christian, who lives at Lima, Ohio. In De- 
cember, 1910, Christian Baechler married Agnes 
Reeves, of St. Marys, Ohio, and they have one child, 
Katheryn E., born November 17, 1914. 


JoHN Henry Ensten. Nothing happens without 
a cause. Back of every success there are reasons, 
whether the world knows them or not. It is often 
said by the unthinking that it is impossible to un- 
derstand some men’s success, but this is because 
they are unable to appreciate the reasons which 
lie back of the fundamental principles of this 
man’s life and effort. Some believe that promo- 
tions are merely because of assistance rendered 
from the outside; others claim that friendship 
plays a large part in securing a firm foothold on 
the ladder of success, but the final verdict of the 
student of men usually is that no man progresses 
very far unless he has a special fitness for his 
work; a willingness to give the best of what is 
in him to it, and a native ability which carries 
him far in advance of the one who labors simply 
for the present emoluments. John Henry Enslen, 
one of the substantial citizens and sole proprieor 
of the Enslen General Store of Elida, is a man 
who measures up to the above standards, and has 
the satisfaction of knowing that his is the largest 
establishment of its kind in his community. 

John Henry Enslen was born in Sugar Creek 
township, Allen county, Ohio, March 20, 1859, a 
son of John and Mary (Shutt) Enslen, of Penn- 
sylvania-Dutch stock, well known as farming peo- 
ple. John Enslen, the paternal grandfather, was 
born in Germany, from which country he came to 
the United States in young manhood on a sail- 
ing vessel, and after his arrival located in Frank- 
lin county, Pennsylvania, from whence he went to 
Franklin county, Ohio, and there his son John 
was born in 1811, he being the seventh in a fam- 
ily of eight children. In 1831 the family moved to 
Allen county and settled in Sugar Creek town- 
ship, where the grandfather died. The younger 
John Enslen, father of John Henry Enslen, made 
Sugar Creek township his home from 1831 un- 
til his death, and spent his life as a farmer. There 
were eight children born to the latter, and of 
them John Henry Enslen was the third. 

John Henry Enslen attended the district schools 
of Sugar Creek township, and then for a year was 
a student of the Elida High School under Profes- 
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sor S. D. Crites. He then began working for 
Charles B. Rice of Elida, who was postmaster 
and agent and telegrapher for the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, and during the two years he was with 
him learned something of telegraphy. Mr. Enslen 
then formed a partnership with George R. Leist, 
under the caption of Leist & Enslen, and opened 
a general store at the west end of Main street, 
Elida, in 1887. For the first three years he had 
only a third interest, but then acquired a half in- 
terest, and in 1892 became the sole proprietor, 
in that year erecting his present two-story brick 
building, which he has since occupied. He has 
been very successful and has a large trade in the 
city and throughout the surrounding country for 
ten miles. Mr. Enslen has invested to a consid- 
erable extent in real estate, and is a man of ample 
means. 

In 1883 John Henry Enslen was married to Ella 
Sawmiller, a daughter of Andrew and Catherine 
(Hilyard) Sawmiller, of Marion township, Allen 
county. They have two children, namely: Orlo 
F., who married Gay Baxter, of Elida, in 1914, 
and they have one child, Emily Maurine; and 
Cretora, who is at home. Mr. Enslen has always 
been a Democrat, has been town treasurer two 
terms, and has served on the town council and 
the school board. The United Brethren Church 
holds his membership, and he is high in the coun- 
cils of his denomination, In every way Mr. 
Enslen measures up to a high standard of citizen- 
ship and richly merits the prosperity which has 
fallen to his share. 


B. Frank Tuut, M. D. Allen county has some of 
the most reliable, efficient and scholarly medical 
men in this part of the state, and the work they 
are doing in conserving the health of their com- 
munities, as well as serving the sick, no mere 
words will explain. The results speak in part for 
themselves, but only future generations will be 
able to fully appreciate the debt the people of 
today owe to their medical practitioners. One of 
these able men is Dr. B. Frank Thut of Elida. 

Doctor Thut was born at Bluffton, Ohio, Sep- 
tember 19, 1873, a son of Peter B. Thut, and 
grandson of John Thut, who was born in the Can- 
ton of Berne, Switzerland. When a young man he 
came to the United States and located in Holmes 
county, Ohio, where he became a farmer. He 
married Christina Bechtol of Bucks county, Penn- 
sylvania, where he spent a short time, and they 
had thirteen children, of whom Peter B. Thut was 
the tenth in order of birth. Peter B. Thut came 
to Richland township, Allen county, and devel- 
oped large farming interests before his death, 
which occurred in 1910. He had nine children, 
eight of whom survive, and of them all Doctor 
Thut was the fourth. 

After attending the public schools at New Stark, 
Ohio, Doctor Thut entered the Ohio Northern 
University at Ada, Ohio, in 1890, and took an art 
course. From 1891 until 1899 he was engaged in 
teaching school in Hardin and Hancock counties, 
and at the same time taught vocal music. Having 
in mind the entering of the medical profession he 
saved his money and entered the Ohio Northern 
University once more, this time taking the scien- 
tific course, and being graduated in it in 1902 with 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts. For one term he 
was principal of the Ada High School, and then 
took a scientific course of one year at the Uni- 
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versity of Chicago. From 1903 until 1906 he held 
the chair of science of the Goshen, Indiana, Col- 
lege, and then felt able to carry out his ambi- 
tions with reference to his medical career, and 
was graduated from the medical department of the 
Toledo, Ohio, University in 1910, with the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine. While taking his medical 
course Doctor Thut taught biology for four years, 
and in this way helped to defray his expenses. 
From 1909 until 1910 he was an interne of Lucas 
Hospital, and then, in February of the latter year, 
he came to Elida and embarked on a general 
practice of his profession, which he has since 
built up to large proportions, his patients com- 
ing to him from a radius of fifteen miles. Doctor 
Thut has other interests outside of his practice 
and is a director of the Farmers Bank of Elida 
and a stockholder of the Elida Farmers Equity 
Elevator Company. 

In 1899 Doctor Thut was married to Mayme 
Stutzman, a daughter of Henry and Nancy 
(Berry) Stutzman, of Hancock county, Ohio, She 
died in November, 1918, having borne her hus- 
band four children, namely: Mary Katheryn, 
Richard Frank, Robert Paul and Helen Esther. 
On December 25, 1919, Doctor Thut was married 
to the sister of his first wife, Salome Stutzman. 
One son, John Oliver, was born to this union. 
Doctor Thut is an independent Democrat, and 
was elected a member of the school board of 
Elida, which position he is still holding. He be- 
longs to the County, State and National Medical 
Associations, and is a Fellow of the American 
Medical Association. The Mennonite Church 
holds his membership, and he is very active in all 
of its good work. 


’ 
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JeHu Mounts Joun. A partner in ownership and 
management with his brother Jesse Roberts John 
in the one hundred eighteen acre farm, part of 
the old John estate at Elida, Jehu Mounts John 
has had all his interests and activities identified 
with that farm and the community, has prospered, 
and has been a citizen ever responsive to the 
needs and demands of his community. 

His parents were Abia and Phoebe Ann 
(Myers) John, and at the time of his birth, in 
1865, they were living in a home of simple com- 
forts, a log cabin in Marion township. Much is 
said in these pages concerning the pioneer John 
family in Allen county. The old homestead of a 
hundred eighteen acres is partly within the limits 
of Elida and in American township. 

Jehu Mounts John attended the public schools 
of Elida, and has always had a share in the man- 
agement of the homestead. He is also a stock- 
holder in the Elida Farmers Equity Exchange 
Elevator and the Lima Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. He was elected in 1915 and served one 
term as a member of the Elida Town Council. 
Mr. John is a Republican, is affiliated with the 
Masonic Order at Lima, Elida Lodge of Odd Fel- 
lows, and is a member of the Methodist Church. 
In 1886 he married Carrie Conrad, daughter of 
Simon and Malinda Conrad, of Elida. Mrs. John 
died April 2, 1905. 


. 


Jesse Roperts JOHN has not made many moves 
in his lifetime, and is one of those enviable citizens 
who find their interests early in life and keep 
steadily and contentedly in one environment. His 
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home is the old pioneer John farm, part of which is 
in the limits of the village of Elida. ; 

Mr. John was born, September 8, 1869, in a 
log cabin in Marion township, near the Auglaize 
River, a son of Abia and Phoebe Ann (Myers) 
John. He is of Welsh ancestry, and various mem- 
bers of the John family has been prominent in 
Allen county for practically a century. Jesse Re 
John attended a country school to the age of nine- 
teen, and left school because of ill health. Since 
then all his days have been spent on the old 
homestead, and he and his brother Jehu M. John 
still own the old place of a hundred eighteen 
acres. He has been prospered in his life as a 
farmer, and is a successful and public spirited 
citizen. 

Mr. John was elected treasurer of Elida Cor- 
poration two terms, in 1917 and 1918. He is 
chorister of the Elida Methodist Church. He is 
affiliated with the local lodge of Odd Fellows 
and votes with the Republican party. In 1907 
he married Edith Albers, daughter of Peter and 
Emma (Tilbury) Albers, of Chicago, Illinois. They 
have one son, Clark Roberts, born in 1909. 


Otis Extras Davis has been in the undertaking pro- 
fession at Lima for a quarter of a century, and is 
member of the Williams & Davis Undertaking 
Company, owning and operating the largest and 
best equipped establishment of its kind in Allen 
county. 

Mr. Davis was born at Elida, Ohio, March 11, 
1876, son of Alvin and Mary Celina (Crites) Davis. 
The maternal grandparents were Elias and Leanna 
(Mowery) Crites, natives of Pickaway county. Elias 
Crites in the early days came by wagon and estab- 
lished a farm half mile north of Elida. Alvin 
Davis after his marriage settled at Elida and for 
over thirty years was a successful livestock buyer. 
He now lives on a farm in Bath township. His wife, 
Mary Celina, died in 1880, and he afterward married 
Emma Harris, who is still living. 

Otis Elias Davis had a public school education at 
Elida, and at the age of nineteen came to Lima and 
went to work for J. E. Grosjean, a well known un- 
dertaker. He was with the Grosjean establishment 
six years, when it was sold to Mr. Bennett, and Mr. 
Davis continued four years with him. He and C. C. 
Williams then joined forces and organized the pres- 
ent firm of Williams & Davis. 

June 26, 1900, Mr. Davis married Clara Schlupp, 
who was born at Newcomerstown, Tuscarawas 
county, Ohio, daughter of Frank and Elizabeth 
(Haver) Schlupp, the former a native of Switzer- 
land and the latter of Tuscarawas county. Mr. and 
Mrs. Davis are members of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church. He is a Democrat, and fraternally is affili- 
ated with the Masons, Elks, Knights of Pythias, 
Modern Woodmen of America, Loyal Order of 
Moose and is an active member of the Lima Club 
and the Rotary club. 


DuaNE Harmon COouNSELLER. It is no unimpor- 
tant position that Mr. Counseller has achieved for 
himself in Allen county. He is a good business man, 
spent many years at the productive end of farming, 
has been a dealer and shipper of hay out of Elida 
for the past twenty-seven years, and lives in that 
thriving little city. 

Mr. Counseller was born in Auglaize township on 
a farm near Westminster at Devil’s Backbone in 
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1860. His grandfather, William Counseller, was an 
early settler of Auglaize county, coming from New 
: Jersey. He lived for a number of years near St. 
Johns in Auglaize county, and was local minister of 
that community of the Methodist Church. Rev. Elias 
Counseller, father of Duane. Harmon, was born in 
New Jersey March 15, 1834, the oldest of thirteen 
children, and was eight years of age when brought 
to Ohio. Two other brothers, Frank and William, 
gave up their lives as Union soldiers during the 
Civil war. Rev. Elias Counseller lived in Auglaize 
township of Allen county for many years, for thir- 
teen years taught school in this county and in Aug- 
laize county, and was also pastor of the United 
Brethren Church at Elida. He died at the age of 
seventy-nine at Elida, on May 23, 1913. On April 8, 
1857, he married Elizabeth Shockey, who died in 
1911. They were the parents of six children, Duane 
H. being the second son. Rev. Elias Counseller was 
a faithful minister of the United Brethren Church 
for over half a century. 

Duane Harmon Counseller acquired a country 
school education, spent two terms as a student in 
the Ohio Northern University at Ada, and his early 
experiences were in the work of the home farm in 
Auglaize township and on his grandfather’s place 
of eighty acres. In 1883 he married Lucinda Mar- 
garet Kiracofe, daughter of Henry and Delilah 
(Huffer) Kiracofe, of Elida. They had two daugh- 
ters, Colona Zaphara, now the wife of Charles W. 
Baxter, of Marion township, and Zeyla Dawn, who 
died in 1910, at the age of twenty-three. 

After his marriage Mr. Counseller went to farm- 
ing for himself, the first year renting from L. B. 
Harron a hundred thirty acres in Auglaize township. 
He then farmed eighty acres of his wife’s father’s 
farm of two hundred forty acres near Elida in Ma- 
rion township. Leaving his native county, Mr. Coun- 
seller then removed to Wells county, Indiana, and 
for eight years handled a farming proposition of 
eighty acres near the village of Ossian and not far 
from Fort Wayne. In the fall of 1895 he returned 
to Allen county and bought his present farm of 
eighty acres near Elida in Marion township. He 
still looks after the cultivation of this farm, but since 
1910 has lived in Elida. For one year Mr. Coun- 
seller has in connection with his farming held the 
agency for the Delco lighting system for American 
township, and has been instrumental in introducing 
into many farm homes that splendid system for light- 
ing and domestic power. He is a stockholder in the 
Farmers Bank of Elida. 

Mr. Counseller has the distinction of having owned 
the first automobile in Elida. He is a Republican, 
a member of the United Brethren Church, and is 
affiliated with the Farmers’ Mutual Benevolent As- 
sociation and Order of Gideons. 


Dwicut C. McBerH. The record of the subject 
of this sketch is that of a man who by his own un- 
aided efforts has worked his way from a modest be- 
ginning to a position of comfort and influence in his 
community. His life has been one of unceasing in- 
dustry and perseverance, and the systematic and 
honorable methods he has followed have won him 
the unbounded confidence of his fellow citizens of 
Allen county. 

Dwight C. McBeth is a native of the county now 
honored by his citizenship, having been born in 
Shawnee township on the 10th of January, 1891. He 
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is the son of William A. and Aldulia (Reed) Mc- 
Beth, the former a native of the state of California 
and the latter born in Shawnee township, Allen 
county. William A. McBeth was a son of James 
R. McBeth, who was born and reared in Scotland 
and who after immigrating to the United States 
came to Allen county and settled on a farm in 
Shawnee township. On that farm Dwight C. Mc- 
Beth’s parents settled after their marriage, the place 
being generally known as McBeth’s Park, to the 
cultivation of which he devoted the remaining active 
years of his life. His death occurred on April 12, 
1920, and he is survived by his widow, who still 
lives on the home farm. They were the parents of 
the following children, namely: James R., Harry and 
Dwight C., all of whom live in Lima; Hazel, a twin 
sister of Dwight, is now the wife of Russell Tam, 
of Shawnee township, and Quay, of Lima. 

Dwight C. McBeth was reared on the parental 
farmstead and attended the district schools until 
the age of fifteen years, when he started to learn the 
jeweler’s trade, at which he worked for four years. 
He then went to Elyria, Ohio, where he was em- 
ployed about a year in the repair of motorcycles. 
During the following year he ran a cigar store in 
Lima, and then went on the road as a motordrome 
rider with a carnival company, in which he was 
engaged for about two and a half years. In August, 
1917, he and Lewis Quick opened a garage in Lima, 
engaging in general repair work, and in which they 
met with splendid success, but on April 1, 1920, they 
dissolved partnership and Mr. McBeth opened a 
garage at No. 771 West North street. He is agent 
for Allen county for the Grant Six automobiles and 
has been very successful in the sale of these popu- 
lar cars. He also is well ecuipped for all kinds of 
repair work, and enjoys a large and constantly in- 
creasing patronage. 

On October 22, 1912, Mr. McBeth was married: to 
Eva Leffel, who was born near Grove Hill, Paulding 
county, Ohio, the daughter of Philip and Rebecca 
(Harruff) Leffel. Both of her parents are natives 
of Ohio, the father having been born at Kossuth 
and the mother at Spencerville. They now reside at 
Toledo, Ohio. Mr. McBeth and his wife are the 
parents of a daughter, Hazel E., born on June 19, 
1913. 

Politically Mr. McBeth maintains an independent 
attitude, voting according to the dictates of his own 
judgment. Fraternally he is a member of Lodge No. 
54, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, at 
Lima. The record of testimony in Lima is ample 
that he is a good citizen in the full sense of the term, 
and well worthy of the confidence and esteem ac- 
corded him by the people generally. 


FrANcIS EMANUEL HARMAN. It would be difficult 
to imagine a better known business or a better known 
business man in Allen county than the F. E. Harman 
Company and its proprietor and owner at Lima. The 
largest furniture and house furnishing establishment 
in the county, the head of the business has been 
dealing with the people of this district for more than 
forty years, always on terms of commercial integrity 
and: the finest personal honesty. 

Mr. Hatman was born at Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, March 7, 1857, and is of Scotch-Irish ancestry. 
The founder of the family came from the north of 
Ireland, and in colonial times located in Pennsyl- 
vania. William Harman, father of the Lima mer- 


144 


chant, was taken at the age of nine years to Phila- 
delphia by his mother. He was the oldest of five 
children. His mother possessed some means and 
carefully reared her children. William Harman be- 
came a merchant, and is still living at the venerable 
age of ninety years. His first wife, Elizabeth War- 
ren, died when her son Francis was a small child. 
William Harman married for his second wife Fannie 
Carpenter, of Auburn, New York, a daughter of 
Henry Carpenter. She died in 1917. The second 
oldest of his father’s five children, Francis Emanuel 
Harman attended the public schools of Lima, the 
family having come to this Ohio city in 1869. His 
education was comptete so far as family circum- 
stances would justify at the age of sixteen, and he 
at once sought an opportunity to make himself use- 
ful. For three years he was a clerk in the local 
Pennsylvania freight office, and then entered upon 
terms of apprenticeship to learn the trade of tinner 
with J. R. Hughes. The arrangement, covering three 
years, was that he should receive a dollar a week 
and board the first year, two dollars a week and 
board the second year and three dollars the third 
year. He learned the trade and the business as well, 
and for six years Mr. Hughes conferred upon him 
responsibilities far in advance of his years by making 
him manager of the stove and house furnishing 
store and tin shop. In 1886 he bought a partnership, 
the firm name becoming Hughes & Harman. For 
three years his firm was located in the Union Block 
on the Public Square. Mr. Harman then sold out 
to his partner, and with his brother-in-law, F. M. 
Bell, established a house furnishing business of his 
own at 213 North ‘Main street, under the name Har- 
man & Bell. They opened their store March 2, 
1889, and were associated as a firm until 1894, when 
Mr. Harman became sole owner, continuing the busi- 
ness under his individual name. September 1, 1913, 
he erected a modern business building known as the 
Harman Building at Market and Elizabeth streets, 
and the business title is now F. E. Harman Com- 
pany. There are twenty-eight employes in this model 
establishment, and besides the local trade the house 
does business with patrons a hundred miles away. 

Mr. Harman has many other business and civic 
interests. He is one of the original stockholders 
and directors of the Old National Bank of Lima. 
He is a member of the Lima Club, Chamber of 
Commerce, Merchants’ Association, Presbyterian 
Church, Lima Lodge No. 585 of Masons and politi- 
callv is a Republican. In 1883 he married Miss 
Clara M. Bell, daughter of William and Lutresa 
(Cretcher) Bell, of Lima. 


Francis P. O’Connor is president of the @'Con 
nor-McCune Company, one of the oldest general in- 
surance concerns in Ohio. The business was started 
fifty-five years ago by Mr. O’Connor’s grandfather, 
and members of three generations of the family 
have sustained and fostered it. For many years the 
business was entirely in the O’Connor name, the 
present corporation being of recent origin. 

Francis P. O’Connor was born at Lima Septem- 
ber 19, 1892, son of Daniel F. and Anna (Welsh) 
O’Connor. His grandfather, John O’Connor, was 
born in Limerick, Ireland, November 27, 1835, a 
son of Patrick and Margaret (McCoy) O’Connor. 
In 1847 the family came to America and opened a 
clearing in the woods near Lima. John O’Connor 
was then twelve years of age. His first important 
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connection with the town was as foreman in the 
shops of the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railway, 
but in 1865 he engaged in the insurance business, 
subsequently taking in his sons as partners, as John 
O’Connor Sons Company. John O’Connor died in 
1900, and left a name and record as one of the 
notable men of Allen county. For a long period of 
years he was a member of the City Council, presi- 
dent two terms, was an active Democrat, and a mem- 
ber of St. Rose Catholic Church. On May 29, 1858, 
he married Sarah O’Connell, who was born south 
of Lima May 6, 1838. She died in 1908, the mother 
of a large family of children. 

Daniel F. O’Connor was born at Lima August 14, 
1865, and was liberally educated in Assumption Col- 
lege in Ontario and Notre Dame University at South 
Bend. From the time he left college until his death 
he was in the general insurance business, he and 
his brother John S. being associated with their fa- 
ther, and after his death as the O’Connor Brothers 
Company, and upon the death of John S. O’Connor 
Daniel continued the business alone until he passed 
away November 23, 1915. For many years the com- 
pany were general agents for the Northwestern Mu- 
tual Life Insurance Company. 

Daniel O’Connor enjoyed a place of peculiar es- 
teem in Lima not only for his good business ability, 
but for his good citizenship and genial character. He 
was a director of the Chamber of Commerce, and 
active in a number of social and civic organizations. 
He married Miss Anna Welsh, who survives him, 
and was the mother of eleven children. 

The oldest of the four sons is Francis P. O’Connor, 
who after finishing his education in the parochial 
schools entered his father’s office in 1910, at the age 
of eighteen, and sometime before his father’s death 
had the chief responsibilities of management. In 
1918 he merged the old family business with that 
of C. J. McCune, and in 1919 the O’Connor-McCune 
Company was incorporated with Mr. O’Connor as 
president and Christopher McCune vice president 
and treasurer, the secretary of the company being 
Miss Helen L. O’Connor, a sister of Francis. 

Francis O’Connor is a stockholder in a number of 
other companies, including the Garford Motor Truck 
Company and the Lima Telegraph & Telephone 
Company. He is an independent Democrat a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Columbus, Elks, Lima Club, 
Chamber of Commerce, Merchants’ Association, Ki- 
wanis Club, and, like his grandfather, father and 
other members of the O’Connor family, is a sustain- 
ing member of St. Rose’s Catholic Church. In 1917 
he married Carolyn F. Prophet, daughter of Her- 
bert and Matilda (Hoover) Prophet, of Lima. They 
have one daughter, Jean Annie. 


ALLEN Parrerson. The true measure of indi- 
vidual success is determined by what one has accom- 
plished, and, as taken in contradistinction to the old 
adage that a prophet is not without honor save in 
his own country, there is a particular interest at- 
tached to the career of the subject of this review, 
since he is a native son of Allen county, where 
the major portion of his life has been passed, and 
he has so directed his ability and efforts as to gain 
recognition as one of the representative citizens of 
the vicinity, being a worthy scion of one of our 
sterling families. 

Allen Patterson was born in Jackson township, 
Allen county, on June 15, 1862, and is a son of 
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Robert A. and Margaret (Guthrie) Patterson, who 
were natives of Hillsboro, Highland county, Ohio. 
The paternal grandfather, John Patterson, was born 
in Ireland, whence he immigrated to the United 
States early in the nineteenth century. The maternal 
grandparents, Robert and Margaret (Murray) Guth- 
rie, were natives of Highland county, Ohio. After 
their marriage Robert A. and Margaret Patterson 
came to Allen county, settling on a farm in Jackson 
township, where they resided about five years, at the 
end of that period moving to a farm near Dunkirk, 
Hardin county, where they spent the remainder of 
their lives, both being now deceased. 

Allen Patterson received a good practical educa- 
tion in the common schools, which he supplemented 
by taking a commercial course in the college at 
Ada, Ohio. On attaining maturity he engaged in 
road construction work, which engaged his attention 
for thirty-two years, mostly in Ohio, and in which 
he not only gained valuable experience, but also won 
a splendid reputation because of the high character 
of his work. After his marriage, which occurred in 
1889, Mr. Patterson resided in Ada. Ohio. where he 
conducted a stone quarry until May 1, 1902. when 
he returned to Lima, acquiring the ownership of a 
stone quarry in Bath township, the business being 
conducted under the name of Patterson Brothers & 
Company. In 1905 this partnership was dissolved 
and Mr. Patterson organized the Bluffton Stone 
Company in 1906. He was the first president and 
manager, but the present officers are Joseph Patter- 
son, president; E. T. Paul, vice president, and Allen 
Patterson, secretary, treasurer and manager. The 
offices of the company are in Lima. They operate 
six quaries, three in the vicinity of Lima, two at 
Lewisburg, Ohio, and one at Lafayette, Indiana. The 
material is used for railroad ballast, county and 
township roads and cement and lime mills. Their 
two plants at Lewisburg run about eighty per cent 
with rock for cement plants, for the refining of 
sugar at various plants, and fluxing stone for rolling 
mills. For six consecutive years this company has 
furnished all the ballast for seven hundred miles of 
railroad tracks. They employ about two. hundred 
men in the various locations of their work and are 
enjoying a wonderful degree of prosperity. ; 

On August 12, 1889, Allen Patterson was married 
to Luella Pugh, who was born in Hardin county, 
Ohio, the daughter of Henry and Catherine (Hulla- 
barger) Pugh, of Hardin county. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Patterson have been born three children, Gladys, the 
wife of Ross Pepple, of Lima, and Agnes and Sly, 
who are at home. Mr. and Mrs. Patterson are 
members of the Church of Christ, and in his political 
views Mr. Patterson is a Democrat. Fraternally 
he is a member of Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, at Lima. He is deeply 
interested in everything pertaining to the good roads 
movement and is a member of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Ohio Good Roads Federation, as well as 
chairman of the executive committee of the Ohio 
Macadam Association. While he has carried on a 
special line of business in such a manner as to gain 
a comfortable competency for himself, he also be- 
longs to that class of representative citizens wo nro- 
mote the public welfare while advancing individual 
success. He nossesses to a marked degree those 
sterling traits of character which command public 
regard, and he is deservedly well liked in all the 
circles in which he moves. 
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JosrpH BENTLEY CorDERMAN. It is always pleasant 
and profitable to contemplate the career of a man 
who has made a success of life and won the honor 
and respect of his fellow citizens. Such is the record 
of the well-known gentleman whose name heads this 
sketch, than whom a more whole-souled or popular 
man it would be difficult to find in the community 
with which he is identified. Joseph B. Corderman 
was born in Washington township, Van Wert county, 
Ohio, in 1879, and is one of seven children born to 
John A. and Elizabeth (Light) Corderman. On the 
paternal side Mr. Corderman is of Pennsylvania 
Dutch stock, while on the maternal side he is of 
English descent. His paternal grandfather, Lewis 
Corderman, was a native of Perry County, Ohio, and 
was a wagon-maker by trade. Mr. Corderman’s 
mother, who was a full cousin of Francis Scott Key, 
author of “The Star-Spangled Banner,” was born 
at Washington, D. C., and when seven years old 
moved with her parents to Champaign county, Ohio. 
Her death occurred in 1903. Mr. Corderman’s father 
is now retired from active business pursuits and 
lives in Van Wert county. 

Joseph B. Corderman attended the district schools 
of his native community until fifteen years of age. 
From sixteen to twenty years of age he devoted him- 
self to farm work on shares. He then went to work 
in the E. H. France & Son stone quarry at Middle- 
point, Ohio, where he operated a steam shovel. He 
then was engaged in construction work on the Cleve- 
land & Pittsburgh Railroad. When twenty-one years 
of age Mr. Corderman came to Lima and went to 
work in the shops of the Lake Erie Railroad. as 
machinist’s helper. In June, 1901, he was made yard 
foreman, serving as such until July 7, 1903, when 
he entered the employ of the Lima Street Railway 
Company as a motorman, working on the city lines 
from 1903 to 1905. He then went on the interurban 
service of the Ohio Electric Railway, Fort Wayne 
division, as a motorman, being so employed until 
February 1, 1907, when he was made night foreman 
of the Lima shops. On April 1, 1908, he was made 
day foreman of these shops, and is still. occupying 
that responsible position. He has immediate charge 
of fifty men and is handling the multitudinous duties 
of his position with an ability and tact that has 
gained for him the commendation of his superiors 
and the respect of those under him. He has been 
wisely economical of his resources and has made a 
number of real estate and other investments in Lima 
and vicinity. 

In 1900 Mr. Corderman was married to Margaret 
Alspaugh, the daughter of Charles and Barbara 
(McCabe) Alspaugh, of Van Wert countv. Ohio, and 
they are the parents of two children, J. Warren and 
Margaret Odelia. Mr. and Mrs. Corderman are 
members of the United Brethren Church. Politically 
Mr. Corderman gives his support to the Republican 
party, and he sustains fraternal relations with the 
Independent Order of Foresters. Though a man of 
unpretentious demeanor, he possesses those qualities 
which attract men to him and the tact and power to 
command their co-operation and retain their confi- 
dence and good will. Because of his public spirited 
attitude toward the advancement of the community 
and his intelligent interest in the welfare of those 
about him he occupies an enviable position in public 
esteem. 
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Warren TouN MCLAUGHLIN was born in Oil City, 
Pennsylvania, on the 5th day of November, 1879, and 
is the son of Thomas A. and Ella G. (Gray) Mc- 
Laughlin, the former of whom was born in Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, and the latter in New York 
city. Thomas A. McLaughlin was a prominent fac- 
tor in the oil interests of western Pennsylvania for 
many years, and was the first president of the Oil 
Exchange at Oil City. In 1886 he came to Lima, 
Ohio, as chief purchasing agent for the Standard 
Oil Company, and remained a resident of this city 
up to the time of his death, which occurred in Feb- 
ruary, 1917. He is survived by his widow, who lives 
in Lima. They were the parents of the following 
children: Warren J., the immediate subject of this 
sketch; Thomas D., of Lima, and Laura, the wife of 
Dr. Carl Swan, of Lima. 

Warren J. McLaughlin was about seven years of 
age when his parents brought their family to Lima, 
and here he received his elementary education in the 
public schools, graduating from the Lima High 
School. He then attended Lima College, after which 
he entered Hamilton College at Clinton, New York, 
where he was graduated in 1901, with the degrees 
of Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts. Having 
determined to devote his life to the practice of law, 
Mr. McLaughlin then entered the law department of 
Columbia University at New York city, where he 
was graduated in 1904, with the degree of Bachelor 
of Laws. Immediately thereafter he returned to 
Lima and entered upon the practice of his profes- 
sion. He served one term as city solicitor of Lima, 
and also served as special counsel under Attorney 
General Joseph McGee. 

On October 1, 1918, Mr. McLaughlin entered the 
athletic department of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association for special war work, and was assigned 
to the Three Hundred and Seventeenth Regiment of 
the Eightieth Division. In November he went to 
France with his regiment, and there had complete 
charge of entertainments, educational and canteen 
work and athletics. The value of the work accom- 
plished with the American Expeditionary Forces by 
the Young Men’s Christian Association in its several 
phases of work cannot be overestimated and was a 
most important factor in maintaining the morale of 

.the American soldiers. Mr. McLaughlin continued 
his work with the regiment during his entire ab- 
sence, and returned to the United States with that 
command in June, 1919. Returning to Lima he ac- 
cepted the position of general manager with the Re- 
liance Life Insurance Company of Pittsburgh with 
Northwest Ohio as his territory. 

In November, 1907, Mr. McLaughlin was married 
to Edith King, who was born in Buffalo, New York, 
the daughter of William and Margaret (Shaffer) 
King, the former a native of New York and the 
latter of Pennsylvania. They have two children, 
Nancy and Betty. 

Politically Mr. McLaughlin gives his support to the 
Democratic party, and has taken an active part in 
local political affairs, having served as chief deputy 
of the Board of Elections and as chairman of the 
County Executive Committee of his party. Religious- 
ly he is a member of the Presbyterian Church, of 
which he was a trustee, and was superintendent of 
the Sunday School. Fraternally he is a member of 
the Free and Accepted Masons, belonging to the 
Blue Lodge. Chapter and Council, and is a member 
of Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and Protective Order 
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of Elks, of Lima. He is a member of the Lima 
Club and the Country Club, and served as secretary 
of the latter for a number of years. Mr. McLaugh- 
lin has always been keenly and actively interested in 
many branches of athletic sports, having for a num- 
ber of years held the state championship in tennis, 
has held championships in golf and stands high in 
other forms of athletics. Personally he is affable 
and popular with all classes, and always stands ready 
to lend his support to every movement for the ad- 
vancement of the general welfare. 


Frank H. Creps, of Lima, is a son of. William W. 
and Sarah Ann (Biddings) Creps. He was born in 
October, 1860, at Westminster, and his parents were 
both born there. The paternal grandparents, Alex- 
ander and Rebecca (Moss) Creps, were Pennsyl- 
vanians. Thev came earlv to Allen county and se- 
cured 1,600 acres of land in the vicinity of Westmin- 
ster. They were the first to engage in business at 
Westminster. W. W. Creps, father of Frank H., 
lived on a farm of 400 acres near Westminster until 
1905, when they moved to town. The mother died 
in 1913, and he died in 1919, having always lived in 
the vicinity of Westminster. 

The children of W. W. Creps are: Frank H., 
Rufus, of Allen county; Charles C., of Lima; Mrs. 
Lillie Shockey, of Toledo; George A., of Lima; Roy 
and Ivan, of Westminster, and Mrs. Cora Miller, of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. They all had common school edu- 
cations, and Frank H. Creps worked on his father’s 
farm until he was twenty-one years old, when he 
pumped oil for several years in the oil fields of Allen 
county. In 1902 he came to Lima and worked as a 
carpenter until 1908, when he went into the Smith 
and Sherrick Mill as a door and sash man. He still 
holds .that position with the company. 

In October, 1883, Mr. Creps married Eva Call, of 
Yodes, Ohio. Their children are: Leo, wife of E. 
L. Lindesmith, of the Lima Overland Company; and 
Clark, of El Paso, Texas, superintendent cf the 
Trupson Steel Company. He was on the Mexican 
border, returning to Lima March 21, 1917, and on 
August 25 he became Commander of Company C, 
Thirty-seventh Army Division and sailed for France, 
remaining until after the armistice, and he was in 
many of the hardest battles. Although he had been 
promoted to major he was transferred to another di- 
vision and reached home in April, 1919, giving him 
considerable military experience in three years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Creps are members of the Church of 
Christ, and she is a district secretary of the C. W. 
B. M., and she has charge of the organization of the 
Mizpah Mission. She is a member of the Allen 
County Sunday School Board and a tireless worker 
in the church and Sunday School. While the war 
was going on she was an organizer in the Allen 
County Branch of the American Red Cross. Mr. 
Creps is independent in his political affiliations. He 
is a member of the M. W. A., and much interested 
in the social as well as business welfare of Allen 
county. 


Frank H. Downinc, a prominent Lima lawyer, 
represents one of the pioneer families of Motiroe 
township in Allen county. 

His grandparents, Adam and Sarah (Laughlin) 
Downing, were natives of Stark county, Ohio, and 
left that comparatively well settled community to 
establish a new home in Allen county, driving over- 
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land and cutting their way through the woods to 
reach their land in Monroe township. Adam Down- 
ing acquired a section and a half of wild timber land, 
and cleared and improved a portion of it during his 
lifetime. The maternal grandparents of the Lima 
lawyer were Hugh and Jane Hughes, natives of 
Wales, who afer their marriage ca: o .\merica 
and settled in Putnamcounty, Ohio ™ ‘ve ‘vith 
Indians as neighbors and got their flour from Upper 
Sandusky. About 1835, while he was on his way to 
the grist mill, he was attacked by Indians with the 
purpose of robbing him of his meal, but assistance 
arrived fortunately in time to drive the marauders 
away. 

Frank H. Downing was born on the old home- 
stead in Monroe township July 27, 1870, son of Hugh 
L. and Marv ‘Ann (Hughes) Downiny “lis father 
was born in Stark county in 1833 and his mother 
in Putnam county. After their marriage they settled 
on eighty acres of .the old homestead, where the 
mother died in 1881. He continued to keep house 
there five years and then removed to Columbus 
Grove and died in 1908, at the age of seventv-six. 
Frank H. Downing is the oldest of three children. 
At the age of sixteen he taught a term of district 
school and for eight years that was his regular oc- 
cupation. For two years of that time he ws con- 
nected with the schools of Pandora. Mr. Downing 
was admitted to the bar October 17, 1299, and has 
been in practice at Lima for over twenty years. He 
is a partner of Benjamin Welty, and they have one 
of the oldest law partnerships in Allen county. Mr. 
Downing completed his education in the Ohio North- 
ern University at Ada. For four vears he served 
as president of the Lima Civil Service Commission, 
and is still a member. He was chairman of the 
Allen County Executive Committee and for twenty 
years has been a delegate to nearlv everv Republican 
State Convention. He is affiliated with Lima Lodge 
of Elks and has filled various offices in that order. 
In August, 1908, he married Maud M ‘J-Ouirk, of 
Michigan. They have one son, Franklin Judd, at 
home. 


CuHartrs H. Cory. It is a well authenticated fact 
that success comes as the result of legitimate and 
well applied energy, unflagging determination and 
perseverance in a course of action when once decided 
upon. In tracing the history of the influential busi- 
ness man and representative citizen whose name in- 
troduces this sketch it is plainly seen that the pros- 
perity which he enjoys has been won by commendable 
qualities, and it is also his personal worth that has 
gained for him the high esteem of those who know 
him. 

Charles H. Cory, than whom no one stands in 
higher general esteem in the city of Lira. was born 
in Morris countv, New Jersey, on Decemher 26, 1839, 
and is the son of James and Susan (Mulford) Cory, 
who also were natives of Morris countv. On the 
paternal side he is of Scotch forebears, his ancestors 
having moved from that country to England, whence 
they immigrated to America. The Mulfords were of 
English descent. Both of Mr. Corv’s grand- 
fathers were soldiers for the colonies in the War of 
the Revolution, and Great-grandfather Axtell, father- 
in-law of Grandfather Cory, was a major in that 
struggle. James Cory was born in January, 1801, 
and was killed by accident on February 6, 1880. He 


was survived by his widow, who was born in Decem- 
ber, 1801, and whose death occurred in 1898. 

Charles H. Cory attended the common schools of 
his native state until the age of sixteen years, when 
he was apprenticed to learn the trade of locomotive 
machinist at Paterson, New Jersey, remaining there 
until he attained his majority. During the first 
year he received the wages of one dollar and a half 
per week, with which he boarded and clothed. him- 
self; the second year he received two dollars, the 
third year two dollars and a half and three dollars 
a week for the remainder of his apprenticeship. He 
then worked for three and a half dollars a week, this 
being later increased to nine shillings, or about one 
dollar twelve and a half cents, per day, for about 
six months. These figures are in marked contrast 
to wages paid at the present time for the most 
humble service. After working in an engine repair 
shop for about a year Mr. Cory went to Centralia, 
Illinois, where he was employed as machinist, later 
becoming gang foreman and finally being promoted 
to division master mechanic. During a part of this 
period he was also located in Cairo, Illinois. In 1863 
Mr. Cory entered the Government employ and was 
assigned to the Army of the Cumberland at Nash- 
ville, Tennessee. At the close of the Civil war he re- 
turned to Centralia, Illinois, and was again made 
foreman of machinists, later being appointed division 
master mechanic and transferred to Champaign, IIli- 
nois. He remained with the Illinois Central Railroad 
for sixteen years, and also served in various capaci- 
ties with other railroads in Illinois, Indiana and 
Iowa. Then for four years he was with the Boston, 
Hoosic Tunnel and Western Railroad at Saratoga, 
New York, and in the fall of 1886 he came to Lima, 
Ohio, as superintendent of motive power of the Cin- 
cinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad, which position 
he retained until 1907, when he retired from railroad 
work and has since confined his attention to his 
private business interests. He is a stockholder in a 
number of important business enterprises in Lima 
and has been an active factor in the commercial de- 
velopment and prosperity of the community for many 
years. He is president of the Lima Home and 
Savings Association, having held this position since 
1913, and five years previous was vice president; is 
a director of the Lima Telephone Company, a direc- 
tor in the Crystal Ice and Coal Company, and presi- 
dent of the Metropolitan Bank, of which he was one 
of the founders. He was one of the original trus- 
tees of the Lima City Hospital, serving in that 
capacity until 1919, when he resigned and he also 
served several years as a trustee of Woodlawn Ceme- 
tery. 

On March 17, 1869, Mr. Cory was married to Mary 
L. Young, who was born in New York state, the 
daughter R. L. Young: To Mr. and Mrs. Cory have 
been born the following children: Charles H., who 
remains at home; Fred, of Lima; Lewis, who died 
at the age of forty years; Caroline. the wife of M. 
C. Purtscher. of Lima; and James M., of Lima. 

Politically Mr. Cory has been a life long supporter 
of the Republican party, while his fraternal rela- 
tions are with the Free and Accepted Masons. He 
and his family are members of the Presbyterian 
Church, of which societv he served as trustee for 
a number of years. In all that constitutes true man- 
hood and good citizenship he is a notable example, 
his career having been characterized bv duty faith- 
fully performed, and by industry, thrift and wisely 
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directed effort. He is a public spirited, unassuming, 
conservative, genteel gentlemen whom to know is to 
respect and admire. 


Cuartes Ettiotr Joun. Until he retired about a 
year ago Charles Elliott John was widely known 
over northwestern Ohio as a grain merchant and 
elevator proprietor, and for years the firm of John 
Brothers handled much of the grain raised locally 
and shipped to market. 

‘Mr. John represents one of the very old families 
of Allen county. He was born in Elida October 17, 
1866. His present comfortable home occupies the 
site of his birthplace. He is of Welsh stock and of 
people who for several generations were afhliated 
with the Quaker Church. His parents were Jesse 
Jones and Mary (Roush) John. His great-great- 
grandfather, John Griffith, came from Wales and 
changed his name to Griffith John. He settled at 
Shamokin Pennsylvania. His descendants subse- 
quently became widely scattered. Mr. John’s grand- 
father was also named Griffith John, and from the 
vicinity of Philadelphia came west to Ross county, 
Ohio, and subsequently to Allen county. He was a 
Government surveyor, and did some work as a 
surveyor in northwestern Ohio as early as 1820. He 
became a farmer in German township of Allen 
county, and lived there until his death in 1855, at the 
age of fifty-nine. His wife was Rachel Miller, and she 
died in 1860. Their daughter Martha, who afterward 
married a Mr. Crites was the first white child born 
in German township, now known as American town- 
ship. Altogether they had four sons and eight 
daughters, the sons becoming farmers. The youngest 
of them, Jehu, was a Union soldier and lost his life 
in the battle of Kenesaw Mountain. Jessie Jones 
John, the second son in his father’s family, spent 
his entire life as a farmer and owned two hundred 
acres here and in Elida. He was the father of 
fourteen children, and thirteen of them are still living, 
the youngest past forty years of age. 

Charles Elliott John attended the public schools 
of Elida to the age of nineteen, and in the meantime 
had much training in the work of the home farm. 
He continued to busy himeslf with farming occupa- 
tions at home until 1895, when at the time of the 
great oil boom in this section he became a stock- 
holder in the Elida Oil Company, and did much of 
the practical work of the oil fields, being a pumper 
and employed in other capacities. Mr. John con- 
tinued active in the various phases of the oil industry 
until 1910, in which year he bought the local grain 
elevator at Lafayette, Ohio. He joined his brother 
Jehu E., and they continued the business under the 
name of John Brothers until 1919. He also owned 
and operated the elevator at Beaverdam until July, 
1920, since which date he has been practically retired, 
looking after his private affairs. 

In 1888 he married Miss Anna Kiracofe, daughter 
of Robert and Margaret (Thomas) Kiracofe, of 
German township. Three children were born to their 
marriage. The first two, twins, are Otis Ray and 
Odessa Fae. The son lives at Lima and by his 
marriage to Frances Swisher has four sons. Odessa 
is the wife of Frank Sherrick, of Beaver Dam, and 
has a son, Charles John Sherrick. Mr. John’s third 
child is Mary Margaret, still attending school. In 
Politics he has always given his vigorous support to 
the Republican candidates and principles. At differ- 
ent times he has given service as a member of the 
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School Board, is affiliated with the Masonic Lodge 
at Lafayette, charter member of the Elida Lodge 
of Odd Fellows, and is a member of the Methodist 
Church. 


Frank ApELBERT Bunpy. It is a pleasure to in- 
vestigate the career of a successful, self-made man. 
Peculiar honor attaches to that individual who, 
beginning the great struggle of life unaided, gradu- 
ally overcomes unfavorable environment, removes one 
by one the obstacles from the pathway of success 
and by the master strokes of his own vitality and 
force succeeds in forging his way to the front and 
winning for himself a place of esteem and influence 
among his fellow men. Such is the record of the 
popular citizen of Lima to a brief synopsis of whose 
life and character the following lines are devoted. 

Frank Adelbert Bundy, who holds the responsible 
position of master mechanic of the Ohio Electric 
Railway, with headquarters at Lima, Ohio, was born 
in Tioga county, Pennsylvania, on December 28, 1861, 
and is the son of Charles and Mary Louisa (Sickles) 
Bundy, through whom he inherited a mixture of 
German, English, French and Pennsylvania Dutch 
blood. In his early youth the family moved to 
Indiana, and in the public schools of Dekalb county 
he secured his education, graduating from the high 
school at Auburn in 1881. For five years he en- 
gaged in teaching country schools in Dekalb and 
Steuben Counties, the remainder of his time during 
that period being spent on his father’s farm. He 
then entered the employ of the Chicago City Railway 
Company as a mechanic, and remained with that 
company for sixteen years, rising by successive pro- 
motions to the position of master mechanic. This 
result was not attained by outside influence or 
fortuitous circumstances, but was the honest reward 
of diligence, faithfulness and efficiency on his part, 
for during these years he had been a constant student 
of the mechanical problems of electric transportation 
systems and had become an expert in his detailed 
knowledge of the solution of these problems. Mr. 
Bundy’s next employment was with the Wells & 
French Company, Chicago, with whom he remained 
three years as superintendent of car shop construc- 
tion. He then was with the Peckham Truck Com- 
pany and also the Sprague Electric Company, and 
while with the latter company he installed all the 
electrical eauipment of the Southside Elevated Rail- 
way, entailing about two years of labor. In 1904 
he came to Lima and became master mechanic and 
superintendent of city lines of the Lima Street Rail- 
way Company, serving as such until 1907, when he 
was made master mechanic of the Fort Wayne- 
Lima and Toledo-Lima divisions of the Ohio Electric 
Railway, a position which he still holds, discharging 
his duties in a manner which has earned for him 
the commendation of his superior officials. 

On March 26, 1885, Mr. Bundy was married to 
Lina C. Ode, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. August 
Ode, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and they are the 
parents of three children, namely: Gertrude, who 
became the wife of Gomer Hughes of Lima, August 
14, 1912, died in August, 1913, at the age of twenty- 
six years; Edna Lucile Bundy, who married Novem- 
ber 25, 1920, Dr. W. W. Horst, Globe, Arizona; and 
Gladys Bertha Bundy, who married November 14, 
1912, Glen Pletcher, of Lima, and to them two 
children have been born, Carolyn Lucile and Donald 
Frank. Politically Mr. Bundy has been a life long 
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supporter of the Republican party, while his re- 
ligious faith is that of the Congregational Church, 
of which he is a deacon and superintendent of the 
Sunday School. He is a member of the Rotary Club 
and of the Lima Chamber of Commerce. He is a 
man of pleasing personality, possessing those char- 
acteristics which beget esteem, confidence and friend- 
ship, and none can fail to have an appreciation of 
his accomplishments at a time when such powers as 
his have been at a permium. 


Frank E, WIiiAMs, foreman of the shipping de- 
partment of the Garford Motor Truck Company, and 
a veteran of the great war, is one of the alert 
young men of Lima, and one who is held in the 
highest esteem by his fellow citizens. He was born 
at Lima August 20, 1897, a son of John and Mollie 
(Findley) Williams, natives of Lima and Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, respectively. At present John Wil- 
liams is occupying his time in overseeing his real 
estate at Lima, and is a man of large means and con- 
siderable civic importance. 

Growing up in his native city, Frank E. Williams 
attended its grade and high schools and the Lima 
Business College. When he was only fifteen years of 
age he began working by the month on farms during 
the school vacations, and when he was seventeen he 
commenced as an employe of the Lima Locomotive 
Works, going from there to the Ohio Steel Foundry, 
where he remained for eight months. It was while 
thus working that he realized the need for a regular 
commercial training and took his business college 
course, and following its termination he secured 
employment as a general foreman’s clerk at the 
offices of the Lake Erie & Western Railroad. After 
three months, irf November, 1915, he came to the 
Garford Motor Truck Company as clerk, and for a 
period of two years faithfully discharged the duties 
of that position and was in line for promotion when, 
with so many of his countrymen, he went into the 
army. He enlisted in the field ordnance branch of 
the service and was assigned to the Thirty-seventh 
Division and trained at Camp Upton, Long Island. 
Sailing for England, his organization was landed at 
Southampton, and after a week there crossed to 
Havre, France. After being in camp for four weeks 
they were sent to Saint Gaudens for two weeks and 
then were participants in the Saint Mihiel offensive 
and that of Verdun. After a fourteen days cam- 
paign at Verdun they went to Metz and spent 
another fortnight, and were then at Vigneulles for 
three weeks. The organization was under fire in a 
number of hotly contested assaults and spent a month 
at Bar-le-Duc. Following the signing of the armis- 
tice Mr. Williams was selected as a member of the 
Army of Occupation, and finally was sent to Brest, 
France, from where he sailed on March 12, 1919, 
for the United States, landing at Newport News, 
Virginia, March 24, 1919. He was mustered out of 
the service and returned to Ohio, and after being 
at Cleveland and Akron was finally honorably dis- 
charged April 10, 1919, as a first class private. Re- 
turning to Lima, he resumed work with his old com- 
pany, and received his promotion to his present posi- 
tion in March, 1920. ha ; 

On November 26, 1919, Mr. Williams was married 
to Jeannette Werst, born in Auglaize county, Ohio, 
a daughter of George and Mary (Fryer) Werst, also 
born in Auglaize county. Mr. Williams belongs to 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church. He is a member 


149 


of the local post of the American Legion, of which 
he is now serving as assistant adjutant, and also a 
member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, Lodge No. 54. 

The Garford Motor Truck Company is one of the 
leading concerns of its line in Allen county, and 
the men at its head are among the sound business 
men of this region. They are E. A. Williams presi- 
dent; John Zacharias, assistant to the president; D. 
B. McPheron, superintendent; and O. M. Binkley, 
assistant superintendent. 

Mr. Williams has quietly resumed his usual duties 
following his discharge from the service, but it is 
safe to say that all of his after life will be tinged 
with the effects of his military experience. No 
man can fail to hold very dear to his heart what he 
has risked his life to save, and not one of the young 
Americans who wore their country’s uniform during 
the great war will ever fail to live up to the highest 
conception of patriotism. This realization on the 
part of the returned soldiers of what their country 
and flag really mean to them is one of the beneficial 
results of what at the time appeared almost in the 
light of a calamity. The periods of greatest de- 
velopment and civic and national enthusiasm have 
always followed a war, and judging the present by 
the light of the past the next decade is going to 
show a wonderful advance along every line, and it 
is going to be made by these veterans of the might- 
iest conflict the world has ever known. 


IrA E. Coon. Among the substantial agricultur- 
ists of Allen county there are many who confine 
themselves to a particular department of farm work, 
feeling that in centralizing their efforts in this man- 
ner that they achieve better results. Following this 
inclination toward specialization, Ira E. Coon, of 
Amanda township, is devoting himself chiefly to the 
breeding of registered Guernsey cattle, a field of en- 
deavor in which he has won success and reputation. 

Mr. Coon was born in Amanda township, Allen 
county, October 1, 1882, a son of Isaac and Sarah 
L. (Cobb) Coon, natives of Pennsylvania, the former 
of whom came to Allen county as a child of three 
years. Both families located in Shawnee township, 
where the children were educated in the public 
schools, and following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. 
Coon settled on a forty-acre tract of land in Amanda 
township which Mr. Coon had entered and later in- 
creased his land possession to the extent of six 
hundred acres. There the father continued to be 
engaged in successful farming operations with the 
exception of the time that he spent as a soldier in 
an Ohio Infantry regiment during the Civil war, in 
which he enlisted in 1862, was wounded, and served 
until the close of the struggle. He died December 
27, 1901. He was a Republican, although he never 
filled office, belonged to Armstrong Post, G. A. R., of 
Lima, and he and his wife were faithful members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which Mrs. 
Coon was an active worker. The father, born March 
10, 1829, attained advanced years, while the mother 
was born September 5, 1843. By his first marriage 
Mr. Coon had three children, of whom one is living: 
M. L., of Lima. There were six children born to 
the second marriage, of whom five are living: S. S., 
deceased; Oren F., a farmer of Amanda township; 
Albert O., of Amanda township, who married Mary 
Sunderland; Charles H., of Shawnee township; 
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Lizzie L., the wife of Isam Eley, of Amanda town- 
ship; and Ira E. 

Ira E. Coon was reared on the home farm and 
educated in the public schools, and at the time of the 
death of his mother inherited eighty acres of land, to 
which he subsequently added forty acres by purchase. 
For some years he applied his energies to carrying 
on general farming, but eventually took up cattle 
breeding, and of recent years has devoted his atten- 
tion almost exclusively to the raising of Guernsey 
registered cattle. At this time he has a splendid herd, 
headed by May Rose, a noted sire, and the animals 
from the Coon farm bring top-notch prices at sales 
and in the market. Mr. Coon has made a thorough 
study of his business and is acknowledged to be an 
excellent judge of cattle. As a business man he is 
noted for his fair dealing and fidelity to contracts. 

Mr. Coon married Daisy Rusler, who was born in 
Allen county daughter of William and Anna (Mc- 
Clintock) Rusler. She was formerly a teacher in 
the public schools. To this union there have been 
born five children: Myron R., William I., Eva M., 
Gale R., and Anna B., deceased. Mrs. Coon is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and an 
active worker therein. Her husband belongs to 
Acadia Lodge No. 306, F. & A. M., and Spencerville 
Chapter, R. A. M. His political support is given 
to the candidates and policies of the Republican 
party. 


Joun Roscor Harrop, Lying as it does in the 
center of a rich agricultural region, Elida has heavy 
livestock interests, and one of the men who is finding 
it profitable to devote his time and attention to this 
branch of commerce is John Roscoe Harrod, who is 
also interested in farming and stock raising in the 
vicinity of Elida, his operations being carried on, 
on his fine farm of seventy-seven acres. 

John Roscoe Harrod was born near Westminster, 
Ohio, 1876, a son of Ferdinand and Ruth (Smith) 
Harrod. The Harrods come from English stock, and 
all of them are interested in farming and stock- 
raising, and have been for some generations back. 
Of the four living children of Ferdinand Harrod and 
his wife John Roscoe is the second one. 

Growing up in his native county, he attended the 
district schools during the winter months, and as- 
sisted his father in the summer ones. For some time 
he was engaged in farming and handling stock in 
conjunction with his father, who is still in the 
business, but about twenty-two years ago he branched 
out for himself and has been eminently successful 
in his ventures. 

In 1898 Mr. Harrod was married to Esta Davis, 
a daughter of Anthony and Hannah (Eaton) Davis, 
and they became the parents of three children: 
Elbert William, Horma Orlo and Lena Alretta. A 
man of strong convictions, Mr. Harrod has always 
wanted to select his own candidates and votes in- 
dependently of party lines. The United Brethran 
Church holds his membership and benefits from his 
liberal donations. It is safe to say that no project 
of public interest is ever carried to successful com- 
pletion that he has not given it his hearty and effec- 
tive support, for he has the welfare of Elida at 
heart and is ready and willing to do a good citizen’s 
part to advance it in every way possible. Asa farm- 
er he has done much to encourage better production, 
and is a strong advocate of good roads, better schoois 
and community interests. Such men as he are 
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valuable assets to their sections, and are deserving 
of the confidence and respect they always command. 


Cuartes STALTER. The well-cultivated farms of 
Allen county are the pride of its residents and a 
valuable asset to the owners, one of whom is Charles 
Stalter of American township, owner of fifty-five 
acres of land. He was born on his present farm 
March 23, 1870, a son of Christian Nathaniel and 
Mary (Steman) Stalter, and a grandson of Chris- 
tian Stalter, who brought his family from Pennsyl- 
vania to Allen county. He had seven sons and three 
daughters, and of them all his namesake son was the 
youngest. The farm now occupied by his grandson 
was secured by him from the Government, and here 
he reared his large family and became prosperous. 
On this same farm Christian N. Stalter spent his 
entire life and here he passed away in 1913 his widow 
surviving him until 1917. They had nine children, 
of whom Charles Stalter is the sixth in order of 
birth. 

Growing up on the family homestead, Charles 
Stalter learned at an early age to make himself use- 
ful, and during the winter months attended the 
country schools until he was seventeen years old. 
Until his marriage he worked on the home farm, but 
after that rented land for eight years, doing general 
farming. In 1914 he returned to his present farm, 
and is an extensive buyer of cattle, hogs and sheep, 
which he ships all over the county. His stock opera- 
tions are heavy and he is a very successful business 
man as well as a farmer. Mr. Stalter owns stock 
in the Equity Exchange Elevator of Elida, and also 
in the Co-operative Threshing Company. 

He was married to Lula M. Beiler, a daughter of 
Adam Clark and Mary Jane (Davis) Beiler, who 
lived on the adjoining farm. Mr. and Mrs. Stalter 
have three children, namely: Mary Lenore, Chester 
Clayton and Robert Edgar. Independent in his 
political views, Mr. Stalter prefers to vote for the 
man rather than to bind himself down with party 
lines. For years he has been a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Elida. 


THoMAS WILLIAM GREENLAND. Of the follower of 
any of the important trades no better recommenda- 
tion is required than the credit of long employment 
under a reliable management. For thirty years 
Thomas William Greenland, Sr., has been identified 
with the Solor Refining Company at Lima, and since 
1904 has been general forman of the machine shop 
of this concern. He was born at Cochran, Indiana, 
eee 2, 1865, a son of Thomas and Isabel Green- 
and. 

Thomas Greenland was born at London, England, 
where in his youth he assisted in the construction of 
a part of Windsor Castle. He was still a young man 
when he went to Canada, and was there married to 
his first wife, a native of the north of England. 
Subsequently they came to the United States and 
settled in Indiana, residing first at Cochran where 
Mrs. Greenland died June 14, 1874. The father 
later married Anna Morris and resided at Lafayette, 
Indiana, until the spring of 1880, when he came to 
Lima and here continued to follow his trade of 
master car builder until his death, January 27, 1911, 
his wife having passed away July 12, 1910. 

Thomas Willam Greenland, Sr., attended the gram- 
mar schools of Lafayette, Indiana, and took one year 
at high school, but at the age of sixteen years ac- 
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companied his father to Lima, where he secured 
employment in the machine shop of the L. E. & W. 
Railroad, where he spent six years and learned the 
trade of machinist. Subsequently he worked in other 
shops at Lima and Delphos for several years, and 
in January, 1891, became a machinist for the Solor 
Refining Company of Lima, being advanced to the 
position of general foreman of the machine shop 
in 1904, a post which he still retains. Mr. Greenland 
is a thorough master of his trade and has shown 
excellent executive ability, being considerate of his 
subordinates at the plant, yet maintaining an effec- 
tive discipline. He is popular with his fellow-workers 
and has the respect and esteem of the officials of the 
company, as well as the friendship and good will of 
his neighbors. He and his family belong to the 
Market Street Presbyterian Church and Mrs. Green- 
land is a member of the Ladies Aid Society and the 
Missionary Society. His political faith is that of the 
Democratic party, and his fraternal affiliations with 
Solor Lodge No. 783, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, and Lima Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks. 

Mr. Greenland was married December 25, 1888, to 
Miss Bertha E. McCormack, who was born at Cerro 
Gordo, Illinois, and educated in the grammar and 
high schools, daughter of Newton W. and Martha 
L. (Cunningham) McCormack, the former born in 
Fairfield county, Ohio, and the latter at Lima. The 
grandparents of Mrs. Greenland were Robert and 
Ruth (Morris) McCormack, natives of Fairfield 
county, and James and Martha (Kennedy) Cunning- 
ham, the former a native of Canonsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, and the latter of Nelson, Portage county, 
Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham were among the 
earliest settlers of South Lima, owning the land on 
the south side of the Ottawa River, where South 
Main street now starts. To Mr. and Mrs. Greenland 
there have been born the following children: Ruth, 
the wife of Seth B. Adgate, an agriculturist of Shaw- 
nee township, and they have two daughters, Mary 
Bess and Ruth Emily; Bess, the wife of E. A. Hall, 
of Forsyth, Montana, with two sons, Roger Irwin 
and Thomas Newton; and Thomas W., a graduate 
pharmacist, residing with his parents. Thomas W. 
Greenland, Jr., attended the Pelham Bay Training 
School, and June, 1917, was commissioned an ensign 
in the United States Navy, and later promoted to 
Junior Lieutenant, being assigned to active service 
on the U. S. S. Susquehanna, a transport. He made 
fifteen round trips between the United States and 
France in transporting troops, and was in active 
service throughout his enlistment with the exception 
of a period during October and November, 1918, 
when he was confined by illness to the Naval Hospi- 
tal at Brest. France. The father of Mrs. Greenland 
died June 2, 1912, but her mother still survives and 
is a resident of Colombus, Ohio. 


Frep S. Beape. Beaverdam, while accounted one 
of the smaller communities of Allen county, is a 
town of some commercial importance, owing to its 
position in the midst of a richly fertile farming 
community. The greater part of its business is done, 
naturally with agriculturists, who supply and are 
supplied by the outside world, and it is in this con- 
nection that Fred S. Beade occupies a place of pre- 
ference in business circles as a wholesale shipper of 
poultry and eggs. 
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‘Mr. Beade was born at Rockport, Monroe town- 
ship, Allen county, March 5, 1882, a son of D. N. 
and E. A. (Fleming) Beade, the former born near 
Dayton and the latter in Richland county, Ohio, 
where they .were married. Following their union 
the parents came to Monroe township Allen county, 
and settled in the vicinity of Rockport, where D. N. 
Beade engaged in the poultry and grocery business, 
and where he served as postmaster for a number of 
years. In 1910 he took up his residence at Beaver- 
dam, where he has lived even since, and where he 
is one of the highly respected members of his com- 
munity. He is a Republican in politics, and by virtue 
of brave service as a soldier of the Union during 
the war between the North and the South holds 
membership in the Grand Army of the Republic. 
He and Mrs, Beade are the parents of three children: 
Nora, the wife of Ernest Pharo, of Detroit, Michi- 
gan; Docia, the wife of Chris Lora, an Allen county 
agriculturist; and Fred S. 

Fred S. Beade received his primary education in 
the public schools of Rockport, this being subse- 
quently supplemented by a commercial course in the 
Lima Business College. ‘His first experience in a 
business way was as an employe of the traffic de- 
partment of the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern 
Railway, first at Lima and later at Chicago. On 
April 20, 1901, he was united in marriage with Miss 
Ocie Cornelius, of Lima, who was born at South 
Whitley, Indiana, and educated in the graded and 
high schools there. After graduating from the Lima 
Business College she became a stenographer in the 
superintendent’s office of the Lake Shore & Michigan 
Southern Railway, and continued to be. so engaged 
until her marriage to Mr. Beade. They are the 
parents of three children: Helen, Dorothea and 
Howard. In 1910 Mr. Beade embarked in business 
on his own account as a shipper of poultry and eggs, 
and this enterprise he has built up to large propor- 
tions. He does an excellent business with the agri- 
culturists and consumers, and ships the product to 
various large points, where his goods always meet 
with a ready sale. He is the owner of his own office 
at Beaverdam and is accounted one of the substan- 
tial and rapidly advancing young business men of 
the community. 

Mr. Beade is a Republican. He has not sought 
public office, but is a supporter of all measures which 
promise to be of benefit to his community. 


OLIver KIEs, senior member of the law firm of Kies & 
Garling, was born at Spencerville, Allen county, Ohio, 
January 29, 1867, and is a son of James Michael and 
Mary (Volz) Kies. The father of Mr. Kies was 
born in Germany and came to the United States 
alone when fifteen years old. He learned the shoe- 
making trade, and in working through the country 
as a jollrneyman went to Spencerville, Ohio. He 
located there and married, and subsequently reared 
a family of eight children, of which Oliver was the 
second born. His death occurred in 1899, but the 
mother of Mr. Kies survives and lives at Lima. 

Oliver Kies attended the public schools at Spencer- 
ville, and after finishing the high school course en- 
tered the Ohio Northern University. For some years 
afterward he taught school and read law as oppor- 
tunity offered, at the same time taking an active in- 
terest in politics. He became identified with civic 
affairs at Spencerville, and three times was elected 
and served as mayor. 
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In 1906 Mr. Kies came to Lima to assume the duties 
of deputy recorder of Allen county, to which office 
he was appointed by Recorder Zeitz, and he con- 
tinued to serve in that office until 1911, when he was 
called to Columbus to become chief clerk in the 
office of the secretary of state at the capital. During 
the four and a half years that this position kept him 
at Columbus he also served as corporations clerk. 
He could scarcely have had a more thorough period 
of training in the law, and in 1914 was admitted to 
the bar. In August, 1915, he returned to Lima and 
opened a law office, entering into parnership with 
H. E. Garling, under the style of Kies & Garling, 
general practitioners. 

In 1914 Mr. Kies was united in marriage to Miss 
May Estelle Gill, who was born at Port Clinton, 
Ottawa county, Ohio, and is a daughter of Thomas 
N. and Dora (Smith) Gill, well known residents of 
Port Clinton. 

Mr. Kies has always believed that political ques- 
tions should be studied and accepted as a part of 
good citizenship his convictions placing him in the 
ranks of the Democratic party. He belongs to the 
Masonic lodge at Spencerville and also to the Odd 
Fellows in the same city. 


WitttAM Perry ANperson. A lawyer of sound 
_ judgment and breadth of view, and a citizen of hon- 
est purpose and enterprising effort, William Perry 
Anderson is one of the representative men of Lima. 
The good fortune has been his of having had birth, 
schooling, professional field and happy home in one 
of the most favored commonwealths of the Union, 
and he has so lived and achieved that Ohio as a 
parent may take pride in so worthy a son. 

William Perry Anderson was born on his father’s 
farm in Orange township, Hancock county, Ohio, 
March 22, 1877, a son of Harrison and Margaret 
(Rambo) Anderson. They were of Scotch extrac- 
tion. The father was born at Lisbon, Columbiana 
county, Ohio, in 1840, in manhood moved to Han- 
cock county, and died on his homestead in Orange 


township in 1914. The mother survives and lives at 


Bluffton in Allen county. Of their two children 
William Perry was the first born. He has a sister, 
Mrs. Fred Bliss, who resides at El Dorado, Kansas. 

In noting the success that has attended many men 
in every line of effort it is not unusual to find that a 
large proportion were nurtured on a farm. Its 
discipline of hard, physical labor has not always been 
considered a disadvantage for unformed youth, even 
when natural inclination and decided talent indicated 
some other vocation. From boyhood Mr. Anderson 
cherished the hope of becoming a lawyer, and kept 
the ambition through his country schoo! days and 
later when teacher instead of pupil, finally finding 
his way clear to entering the Ohio Northern Univer- 
sity, where he was graduated in both literature and 
law and received his LL. B. degree in 1902. 

Mr. Anderson entered into practice at Bluffton, 
Ohio, where he remained through one year, in Octo- 
ber, 1903, moving to Lima. Here he has built up a 
wide general practice, with offices in the Citizens 
Building, and is legal adviser of some very important 
business corporations, one of which is the Citizens 
Loan and Building Company. In the political field 
Mr. Anderson is an uncompromising Republican, and 
as far as professional ethics permit is an active party 
man. In 1916 he was his party’s candidate for judge 
of the Criminal court of Lima, but was defeated at 
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the polls through one of those political combinations 
that frequently disturb well laid plans. His supe- 
rior qualifications for this judicial office were so 
generally recognized that Mayor Simpson’s appoint- 
ment of Mr. Anderson to the Criminal court of Lima 
in the fall of 1917 met with hearty approval, and he 
was again appointed to the bench in 1918 and served 
with careful discrimination and utmost efficiency for 
eight months. 

Judge Anderson is identified with many movements 
that are beneficial to Lima, taking an interest in edu- 
cational work and in benevolent enterprises, and is a 
member of the Presbyterian Church. He belongs 
to the Order of Moose, lodge No. 199 at Lima, of 
which he served officially as director for three years. 


H. E. Garitrnc. The Garling family, of which H. 
E. Garling, of the prominent law firm of Kies & 
Garling at Lima, is a worthy representative, belonged 
to the pioneer history of Logan county, Ohio. When 
the grandfather of Mr. Garling who is now city 
solicitor of Lima, came first to Logan county much 
of the present well cultivated land was yet timbered 
and the present thriving industries were in their in- 
fancy. He followed agricultural pursuits all his life, 
and left sons who also became farmers there or in 
other sections. 

H. E. Garling was born at Port Jefferson, Shelby 
county, Ohio, October 10, 1881, and is a son of Wil- 
liam and Anna B. (Hicks) Garling of German and 
New England parentage respectively. The parents of 
Mr. Garling still live on the old homestead in 
Logan county. He grew up on the home farm and 
attended the common schools until sixteen years old, 
when he secured a teacher’s certificate and during 
the next year he attended the Ohio Northern Univer- 
sity during the summers and taught country schools 
during the winters, in this way providing the capital 
that enabled him to take the courses he desired in 
that institution, where he received his B. S. degree 
in 1903 and his LL. B. degree in 1906. After ad- 
mission to the bar he opened a law office, and for 
two years was associated with Charles Fess, and for 
eighteen months with John Ernans, following which 
he practiced alone until 1915, when he entered into 
partnership at Lima with Oliver Kies, the firm style 
being Kies & Garling, general law practitioners. This 
firm has been entrusted with many important cases 
of litigation, which it has handled so successfully 
that both as a firm and as individual practitioners 
general confidence has been secured, one proof of 
which was shown when Mr. Garling was elected on 
the Republican ticket, in 1919, city solicitor of Lima. 
In 1916 ‘Mr. Garling was defeated when asking nomi- 
nation for the office by only 99 votes, and later 
through appointment filled out the unexpired term 
of the successful candidate. Although one of the 
younger members of the bar of Allen county, he has 
displayed on many occasions the ready decision and 
sound judgment of the veteran practitioner. 

In 1908 Mr. Garling was united in marriage to Miss 
Ethel Huber, who is a daughter of Isaiah and 
Emeline (Fuson) Huber, and they have one child, 
Eugene Huber Garling. As a citizen of Lima Mr. 
Garling takes an active interest in her welfare, both 
officially and otherwise, and commands respect both 
professionally and personally. 


Rurus Aaron Kerr. One of the substantial and 
representative men of Allen county, who is identified 
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with many important business enterprises, including 
agricultural, banking and automobiles is Rufus Aaron 
Kerr, vice president and treasurer of the Lima-Cadil- 
lac Company at Lima. Few citizens of the county 
are better known, as he has spent his life here, an 
unusually busy and useful one. 

Mr. Kerr was born in Auglaize township, Allen 
county, Ohio, in July, 1855, and is a grandson of 
Alexander Kerr, who came from Ireland to the United 
States in early manhood settling in Knox county, 
Ohio, as a farmer, a vocation he followed all his 
life. Of his seven children the youngest was Alex- 
ander, who became the father of Rufus Aaron. He 
married Jane McCoy, and of their seven children 
Rufus A. was the second born. Alexander Kerr 
spent his life as a farmer in Auglaize township, Allen 
county, where his death occurred in 1906, his wife 
having passed away two years earlier. They were 
people of worth and were held in high regard by all 
who knew them. . 

Rufus A. Kerr attended the district schools near his 
father’s farm during the winter seasons until he was 
seventeen years old, and continued to assist his father 
until he was twenty-two, when he married and then 
settled on a farm of eighty acres in Perry township, 
Allen county. Although he owns valuable realty at 
Lima, he has always maintained his home on this 
80-acre tract of land, to which he has added seventy 
acres. Until 1910 Mr. Kerr worked his 150 acres 
himself, but since then he has hired assistance. He 
has enjoyed great prosperity as a farmer and in the 
stock business. For thirty-eight years he fed wes- 
tern cattle, buying by car load from the Chicago 
stockyards and feeding for market. During twenty 
years he was one of the leading dealers in blooded 
stock and Poland China hogs. He shipped his hogs 
to every state in the Union and even to Australia. 
His blooded stock commanded fancy prices and he 
exhibited them in twelve different states, being pretty 
sure to carry off blue ribbons from these exhibitions. 
Although other interest now mainly claim his atten- 
tion, he has never lost his interest in farm life, the 
benefits of which he is ever ready to extol. 

In 1913 Mr. Kerr became interested in and helped 
to organize the Lima-Cadillac Company, taking the 
agency for Cadillac cars for fifteen counties in Ohio. 
The business in these standard cars is constantly 
on the increase. ‘Mr. Kerr is a director of the 
Citizens Banking Company at Waynesville, Ohio, 
and also a director of the Equitable Insurance Com- 
pany of Columbus. 

Mr. Kerr was united in marriage to Miss Arabella 
Smith a daughter of J. L. and Rebecca (Neally) 
Smith, of Westminster, Ohio. They have had three 
children but the only survivor is Ethel Clara, who 
is the wife of O. C. Plummer, who is president of 
the Lima-Cadillac Company Mr. and Mrs. Kerr 
make no claim to being philanthropists, but they 
must take a large measure of pleasure from the fact 
that the two orphan boys they took into their home 
and reared as their own, sending one to college, 
are now successful men and good members of society. 
Mr. and Mrs. Kerr are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church near their country home, Mr. 
Kerr being church treasurer. He has always been 
a Republican in politics, and formerly for many 
years served on the school board in Perry town- 
ship. 
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Major CiirFeE DEMING, who has rendered impor- 
tant service and won many honors in the Ohio 
National Guard, and was an American officer in 
France during the World war, is a resident of Allen 
County, though for many years his professional 
duties have been with the Ohio Northern University 
at Ada. 

Major Deming is a son of William Treat and 
Mary (Wilson) Deming. The Demings came orig- 
inally from France and one branch of the family 
was identified with the pioneer settlement of Ohio. 
They are also related to the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
family. 

Major Cliffe Deming graduated from the Kenton 
High School in 1896 and is also a graduate of the 
Ohio Northern University at Ada and of the Emer- 
son College of Expression at Boston. During his 
career he has been a clothing merchant, but is most 
widely known for his service as dean of College of 
Expression at the Ohio Northern University. While 
he now resides in the country near Lima he continues 
his teaching at Ada. 

His military record begins with his enlistment in 
June, 1891, in Company G of the Second Ohio Infan- 
try. He was commissioned second lieutenant and 
battalion adjutant in 1896, and served in that capacity 
with the Second Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the 
Spanish-American war. He was promoted to cap- 
tain in November, 1899, and to major in April, 1904. 
During his National Guard experience he served on 
different military boards and with the Second Regi- 
ment on the Mexican border, 1916-17. 

Major Deming was in service for more than two 
years during the World war period. . May 27, 1917, 
he was inducted into the service at Fort Sill, Okla- 
homa, as major of infantry of the National Guard. 
In August of that year he was ordered to Camp 
Sheridan, and transferred to the One Hundred and 
Forty-Eighth Infantry, Thirty-Seventh Division. 
July 11, 1918, he embarked from Newport News, 
Virginia, on the “Aeolus,” arriving at Brest July 21, 
and then proceeding to Baccarat. He was on active 
duty in the trenches during the progress of the great 
campaigns in the summer of 1918. From October 15 
to November 15, 1918, he was in special training at 
the Inter-Allied School for Regulating Officers at 
St. Dizier, France. This school was conducted by 
French officers, while the students were drawn from 
the French, Belgian, English, Italian and American 
forces. Leaving St. Dizier, Major Deming was sent 
to Bettomburg, Luxemburg, thence to Esch, Luxem- 
burg, and to St. Jean Les Buzy in May, 1919. He 
sailed from Brest for Hoboken July 13, 1919, on the 
S. S. “Imperator” in command of the Eight Hun- 
dred and Fourth Pioneer Infantry. Major Deming 
was mustered out at Camp Gordon, Georgia, and 
discharged from service at Camp Sherman, Ohio, 
August 7, 1919. 

Fraternally he is affliated with the Masonic order, 
Knights of Pythias and Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, and a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. In 1914 he married Miss Okla Riley, 
daughter of S. J. Riley, and he and Mrs. Deming 
and their two children, Willis Riley and Mary Eliza- 
beth Deming, reside on the old Riley homestead near 
Lima. 


Mrs. Oxia (RiteEy) DEMING is a granddaughter 
of one of Allen County’s distinguished pioneers, 
Rey. George Riley. Before her marriage she had an 
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active part in the social and college life of Ada, and 
was a teacher. She is a daughter of the late Samuel 
J. Riley and was liberally educated, graduating in 
1911 from Ohio Northern University at Ada. She 
then taught until 1914 when she became the wife of 
Major Cliffe Deming of Ada. They have two chil- 
dren named Willis Riley and Mary Elizabeth Dem- 
ing. For several years after their marriage Mr. and 
Mrs. Deming continued to reside at Ada, where she 
took an active part in the social side of the univer- 
sity and town and belonged to a number of clubs. 
Since then her interests have been largely those of 
the home and the careful rearing of her children. 
Mrs. Deming, who is a member of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, is properly proud of the 
military record made by her ancestors. Not only 
were representatives of the Riley family in the 
American Revolution, thus giving her eligibility to 
the Daughters of the American Revolution, but her 
honored father was one of the first of the young 
men to enlist in defense of the Union during the 
war between the two sections, and he served bravely 
as a member of the First Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. 
Mrs. Deming is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 


Ernest M. Botkin. The !egal profession in Allen 
county has an able representative in the person of 
Ernest ‘M. Botkin of Lima, one of the leaders of 
the younger members of the bar, whose success since 
entering upon the practice of his profession has won 
him many warm friends and admirers in the city 
and county. Mr. Botkin was born near St. Marys, 
Ohio, on October 20, 1888, the son of George and 
Mary (Lutterbein) Botkin. Both of his parents were 
natives of the Buckeye state, the father having been 
born in Shelby county and the mother near St. 
Marys. George Botkin was a farmer by vocation 
until 1902, when he came to Lima and went to work 
in the shops of the L. E. and W. Railroad. His 
wife died in 1893. They became the parents of the 
following children: Emma, the wife of A. J. Frey, 
of Toledo, Ohio; Sophia, the wife of Lloyd Hinkle, 
of Toledo; and Ernest M., the immediate subject 
of this sketch. George Botkin was married a second 
time, to a Mrs. Stant, and they have one child, 
Edith, now the wife of A. R. Derrickson, of Lima. 

Ernest M. Botkin remained at home until his 
father moved to Lima, when he went to live with 
an uncle on a farm near St. Marys’ where he re- 
mained until he had attained his majority. He had 
received his elementary education in the common 
schools, and he then entered the law department of 
the University of Michigan, where he was graduated 
in 1913. In June of that vear he was admitted to 
the bar of Michigan, and in the following December 
was admitted to the bar of Ohio, since which time 
he has been actively engaged in the practice of law. 
By close application to his profession he has built 
up a large and remunerative clientele and enjoys a 
high reputation as an able and successful lawyer. 
Mr. Botkin served as judge of the Criminal Court 
during the years 1917-19, and in the fall of 1919 
was elected justice of the peace for Ottawa township, 
which includes the city of Lima. 

In October, 1917, Mr. Botkin was married to 
Thelma Dunham, who was born and reared in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, the daughter of Rev. W. J. and Grace 
(Cooper) Dunham. Her father is a well-known 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is 
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now district superintendent of the Dayton district 
of that church Mr. and Mrs. Botkin are members 
of Grace Methodist Episcopal Church, of which Mr. 
Botkin is a trustee and also a teacher in the Sunday 
School. Fraternally he is a member of Lodge No. 54, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and Lodge 
No. 199 Loyal Order of Moose, of Lima. Politically 
he gives his support to the Democratic party. He 
takes a deep interest in the promotion of all move- 
ments for the welfare of the city, and because of his 
professional standing and his excellent qualities of 
character he is deservedly popular throughout the 
community. 


Leon Peter WatterS. The city of Lima gives Mr. 
Walters credit as being one of the very enterprising 
merchants and business men, with a wealth of pub- 
lic spirit and a wholesome co-operation in every- 
thing connected with the welfare of the community. 

Mr. Walters was born at Kettlersville, Ohio, Octo- 
ber 18, 1879, son of John and Louise (Hilgeman) 
Walters. His maternal grandparents were natives 
of Germany, but were married after coming to the 
United States and spent their lives on an Ohio farm. 
John Walters, who was the third in a family of five 
sons and five daughters, was for many years engaged 
in brick manufacture at Kettlersville, but since 1915 
his home has been at New Bremen, Ohio. 

Leon Peter Walters grew up at Kettlersville, ac- 
quired a public school education there, and on leav- 
ing home found employment at Barney & Smith’s 
car shops at Dayton. He was one of the industrial 
workers of that important manufacturing city for 
six years. Leaving Dayton he went to Belmont, IIli- 
nois, and for a time was manager of a brick yard, a 
business he had learned as a boy. 

When Mr. Walters came to Lima he learned the 
grocery and meat business by a period of employ- 
ment with the Hawisher Brothers until 1915. In 
that year, associated with August Kettler and H. A. 
Hawisher, he opened a grocery and meat store at 
133 South Main street. After selling his interests in 
the firm he and his brother Henry became associated, 
and through their partnership and enterprise they 
have steadily maintained a splendid service for the 
supply of high class groceries and meats to the city 
of Lima. Their first location was at Jameson and 
West North street, later at South Elizabeth street, 
after which they bought their old business at 
Jameson and West North street, and remained there 
until they established their present fine store on 
West Wayne. 

Mr. Walters has always been successful in his 
business affairs, is owner of valuable city real estate, 
and is a stockholder in the Cleveland Discount Com- 
pany and in other interests. His family attend the 
Lutheran Church and in politics he is independent. 

In 1907 he married Miss Minerva Wilkes, a daugh- 
ter of Benjamin and Sarah Wilkes. Mrs. Walters 
is a native of Indiana. They have one daughter, Mil- 
dred, born August 14, 1908. 


Otiver Boston SELFRIDGE. Many years of activity 
as a publisher, manufacturer and banker make Oliver 
Boston Selfridge one of the best known citizens of 
Lima. He has lived in Lima since childhood. While 
he would never consent to hold a public office, he 
has always worked with others and at times has 
been a leader in movements for the welfare and ad- 
vancement of his home city. 
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Mr. Selfridge was born at Millersburg, Holmes 
county, Ohio. His father, also named Oliver Bos- 
ton Selfridge, was born in Cattaraugus county, New 
York, September 12, 1825, son of Neal and Martha 
(Hilman) Selfridge. The family is of Irish origin, 
but settled in New England several generations ago. 
O. B. Selfridge, Sr., in Jefferson county, Ohio, mar- 
ried Eliza Ellen Camp, of Wellsville. For a time 
they lived in Steubenville, then at Millersburg, and 
in 1864 came to Allen county. The senior O. B. Sel- 
fridge died in 1888, after a successful business career 
as a manufacturer. The widowed mother survived 
until 1917. Their children besides Oliver B. were 
Charles C.; Florence, Mrs. W. H. Standish; and 
Ellen, Mrs. N. D. Keys. Only two are now living, 
O. B. Selfridge and Mrs. Standish. 

O. B. Selfridge was reared and educated at Lima, 
attending the common schools and the Lima High 
School. He left school to learn the printer’s trade 
in the office of the’ Lima Gazette, then owned by 
Cornelius Parmenter. Work at the trade of printer 
was an opportunity to acquire a general knowledge 
of the newspaper publishing business, and in 1879 
he founded the Democratic Times, a weekly paper 
which at once became the county Democratic party 
organ. During the first Cleveland presidential cam- 
paign in 1884 the Times was published as a daily, and 
was so continued until 1889, when it was consolidated 
with the Allen County Democrat as the Times-Demo- 
crat. Mr. Selfridge remained as manager of the con- 
solidated paper, and altogether was a newspaper 
publisher in Allen county for thirty-five years. Due 
to the burden of other affairs he withdrew from the 
active management in 1914 and subsequently sold 
his interests. Since then the Times-Democrat has 
been merged with the Lima News. 

His father many years ago established at Lima a 
factory for the manufacture of D-Shovel handles. 
Both father and son were associated in this busi- 
ness, known as the O. B. Selfridge Company, and 
after the death of the senior partner the son as- 
sumed its active management. This was one of the 
first concerns to make Lima known internationally 
as a center of industry, since millions of handles 
were exported to other countries, principally to Eng- 
land. The closing and dismantling of the factory 
was due to the exhaustion of the supply of second 
growth ash used in making handles. 

Mr. Selfridge was for a number of years a director 
and is now president of the First National Bank of 
Lima. He is a stockholder and director in the 
Metropolitan Bank and was also identified with the 
Merchants National Bank during its existence. For 
a number of years he has also owned extension farm 
lands, and has proved his faith in the future of Lima 
by investing heavily in real estate. 

For several generations the Selfridge family has 
been prevailingly affiliated with the Democratic party 
in politics. Mr. Selfridge for many years gave active 
support to that party through the columns of his 
newspaper. He is a member of the Lima Chamber 
of Commerce, the Lima Club, the Shawnee Country 
Club, the Rotary Club, is a Mason and Knight of 
Pythias and a member of Lima Lodge No. 54 of 
the Elks. To the public spirited leadership of Mr. 
Selfridge and D. W. Morris Lima is chiefly indebted 
for the newly installed boulevard lighting system in 
the business district. The family are members of 
the Market Street Presbyterian Church, and their 
home is on West Market. Mrs. Selfridge is well 
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known socially, a charter member of Lima Chapter 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution, and 
has been a Red Cross worker and active in church 
and club affairs, 

Mrs. Selfridge is a sister of the late Senator Cal- 
vin S. Brice, one of Ohio’s most distinguished sons, 
whose home for many years was at Lima. Senator 
Brice was a national figure not only for his work in 
the United States Senate but as a financier and rail- 
road promoter and builder. He was chairman of the 
Democratic National Committee of 1888 and was 
one of the strongest influences in his party until his 
death in New York in 1898. 

Mrs. Selfridge, whose maiden name was Anna 
Brice, is a daughter of Rev. William K. and Cleman- 
tine (Cunningham) Brice. Besides Senator Brice she 
had three brothers, William L. Jonathan K. and Her- 
bert L. Brice, and also one sister, Mary, Mrs. Ed- 
wards Ritchie. The only other survivor of this fam- 
ily is I. K. Brice. Mr. and Mrs. Selfridge were mar- 
ried November 9, 1887, and they became the parents 
of two sons and a daughter. The daughter, Anna, 
died at the age of two and a half years. The sons 
are Oliver Brice and Calvin Frederick Selfridge, who 
live with their parents in Lima. Both are graduates 
of the Lima High School, of the University of 
Wooster, and received their degrees from the law 
department of Harvard University and are now prac- 
ticing law under the firm name of Selfridge & Sel- 
fridge in the Savings Building at Lima. The sons 
are ex-service men, Oliver Brice being kept in train- 
ing camps on this side of the ocean, while Calvin 
F. Selfridge was a lieutenant of Field Artillery and 
spent fourteen months in France. Both are members 
of the Lima Post of the American Legion, and also 
belong to the Wayfarers Club, the Elks Club, and 
the Allen County Bar Association. Calvin F. Sel- 
fridge in 1920 was Democratic county chairman of 
Allen county. 


Wittiam Ruster. In the various activities which 
have made up the life and history of Allen county 
during the past half a century, William Rusler, of 
Shawnee township, has taken an interested and help- 
ful part, more particularly as an agriculturist, a 
friend of education and a public official who has 
been before the people constantly in one or another 
office during a long period of years, during which 
time he has never been found wanting in any of 
the qualities that make for able and public-spirited 
citizenship. 

Mr. Rusler was born in Shawnee township, Allen 
county, Ohio, March 7, 1851, a son of Philip and 
Elizabeth (Anthony) Rusler. His grandparents 
were George and Elizabeth (Ellenbarger) Rusler, 
the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter 
of Germany, and David and Nancy (McGrady) An- 
thony, natives of Northumberland county, Pennsyl- 
vania. The maternal grandparents of Mr. Rusler 
were children when they accompanied their parents 
to Jackson county, Ohio, where they were married, 
and in 1838 came to Allen county, entering a tract 
of forty acres of timber land in Shawnee township. 
There they passed their lives in the pursuits of agri- 
culture. 

Philip Rusler was born in Trumbull county, Ohio, 
October 17, 1825, and was twenty-three years of age 
when he came to Allen county, where he married 
Elizabeth Anthony, born December 17, 1830, in Jack- 
son county. After their marriage they bought a farm 
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of forty acres in section 17, Shawnee township, but 
a few years later sold out and traveled overland by 
wagon to Iowa. A short experience in that wild 
country sufficed, and they returned to Ohio and 
bought sixty acres of land near St. Mary’s, Auglaize 
county, on which they resided three years, Mr. 
Rusler then selling that tract and buying eighty 
acres in Shawnee township, Allen county. While re- 
siding there the Civil war came on, and Mr. Rus- 
ler enlisted in Company C, 192nd Regiment, Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, being sent to Camp Chase. While 
there he contracted illness and was transferred to 
Camp Denison, and was soon honorably discharged 
because of disability and returned to-his farm, on 
which his home was made until his death, August 8, 
1873. His widow survived him until April 29, 1904. 
They were the parents of five children: William; 
Mary C. and David A., who died in infancy; one 
who died unnamed; and David Franklin, born April 
16, 1858, who died June 9, 1898. 

After attending the public schools of Shawnee 
township William Rusler spent one year in the Lima 
High School, and at the age of twenty-one years 
was elected township clerk, a position which he held 
for three years. On October 1, 1874, he married 
Anna McClintock, who was born in Auglaize county, 
Ohio, February 23, 1853, a daughter of Charles and 
Mary McClintock, natives of Ireland. Mrs. Rusler 
died April 27, 1884, leaving four children: Tessie 
Jane, born September 1, 1875, the wife of D. A. 
Bowsher, of Shawnee township; Maud Zurmehly, 
born November 28, 1877, married to Charles A., of 
that township; Eva May, born October 22, 1879, the 
wife of John Sereff, also of Shawnee township; and 
Daisy, born November 21, 1881, the wife of Ira E. 
Coon, of Amanda township. Mr. Rusler was mar- 
ried September 1, 1884, to Sophronia Wiesenmayer, 
born September 17, 1862, in Shawnee township, 
daughter of George and Eva (Haas) Wiesenmayer, 
natives of Wurtemberg, Germany, and to this union 
there was born on August 31, 1885, one daughter, 
Bessie, who died soon after her marriage to Guy 
Culp, of Shawnee township. ; 

Following his marriage Mr. Rusler began agri- 
cultural operations on a farm of eighty acres of his 
father’s old homestead in section 17, Shawnee town- 
ship, which he cleared of the timber and on which 
he made improvements, also adding to his land from 
time to time until he now has 180 acres, of which 
150 acres are under cultivation. During his active 
years he was successful as a general farmer and 
raiser and feeder of live stock, but since 1910, be- 
cause of poor health, has been retired from hard 
labor and rents his property to his son. He and the 
members of his family belong to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and in politics Mr. Rusler is a 
Democrat. 

From young manhood he has been a stanch advo- 
cate of public education. In his younger years he 
spent a great deal of his time in teaching and since 
then has been for many years a member of the 
Board of School Directors and the Board of Edu- 
cation, as a member and president of which bodies 
he has contributed materially to the advancement of 
educational standards in Allen county. His public 
services have been numerous and important. In the 
winter of 1885-86 he went to Sawyer county, Wis- 
consin, where he became United States Government 
farmer in charge of the Lac Courte d’Orielles Indian 
Reservation. On December 11, 1888, he was appointed 
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Indian agent in charge of the LaPointe Indian 
Agency, which included seven Indian reservations re- 
maining there until a change of administration and 
he then returned to his home farm. In November, 
1893, Mr. Rusler was elected to the Ohio House of 
Representatives, and served two continuous terms in 
that body, after which he served two terms each as 
appraiser and assessor of Shawnee township. On 
December 17, 1908, he was appointed by Governor 
Harris a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Ohio State Hospital for the Feeble-Minded, to fill 
out the unexpired term of Senator Mehaffy, and 
was then appointed to a full term of six years by 
Governor Harmon. He served in that capacity about 
three years, when, through legislation, all state in- 
stitutions were placed under a single management. 
Mr. Rusler was chief deputy of the Allen county 
Board of Elections for five years; was appointed by 
Governor Cox a member of the commission which 
built the monument at Fort Amanda; was a member, 
and president of the Allen County Fair Board for 
several years; served as township treasurer of Shaw- 
nee township by appointment to complete the unex- 
pired term caused by the death of the incumbent; 
and was a member of the State Board of Charities. 
He was the first organizing deputy for Allen and 
Auglaize counties of the Patrons of Husbandry, a 
capacity in which he organized eighteen subordinate 
lodges or granges of that body, of which he is still 
a member. Likewise he belongs to Lima Lodge No. 
91, Knights of Pythias, and to the Allen County 
Historical Society, and has been vice president of 
the Elida Pioneer Society since 1910. During the 
period of the World war, Mr. Rusler served Shaw- 
nee township as president of the Liberty Loan drives, 
in each of which the township “went over the top,” 
and was one of the fifteen members of the Allen 
County War Chest Committee. Altogether his pub- 
lic record is an admirable one and one which has 
been characterized by faithful and conscientious per- 
formance of duty. While a member of the Leg- 
islature he introduced a bill making primary elections 
compulsory, the first of its kind, which a few years 
later became a law with but few unimportant 
changes. His “Antishoddy” bill was cussed and dis- 
cussed all over the state, passing the House of Rep- 
resentatives by seventy for it to ten against it, but 
it failed in the Senate. A measure similar to this 
is now before Congress, called “The Truth in Fab- 
rics” bill. Mr. Rusler is a good roads booster. He 
is known over the county as “The Sage of Shawnee,” 
“Colonel” and “Uncle Bill.” 

Tuomas R. Hamitton. Among the successful law- 
yers and representative citizens of Allen county no 
one enjoys to a greater degree the confidence of the 
public and the respect of their colleagues than he 
whose name appears as the caption to these para- 
graphs. Mr. Hamilton has for a number of years 
stood in the front rank of the legal profession in 
his county and has been retained in many of the 
most important cases which have been tried in this 
and adjoining counties, his success as a trial lawyer 
being readily admitted by all who are familiar with 
his record, 

Thomas R. Hamilton was born in Orange town- 
ship, Hancock county, Ohio, on February 26, 1867, 
and is the son of Jonathan and Sarah Ann (Ander- 
son) Hamilton, the former a native of Columbiana 
county, Ohio, and the latter of Hancock county. 
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The paternal grandparents were John and Elizabeth 
(Shaw) Hamilton, both of whom were natives of 
Columbiana county, and his maternal grandfather 
was William Anderson. Both the families from 
which Mr. Hamilton is descended were numbered 
among the early settlers of Hancock county, and 
in that county his parents were married and set- 
tled on a farm. Both are now deceased, the mother 
dying on July 17, 1900, and the father on February 
20, 1906. In August, 1862, Jonathan Hamilton en- 
listed in the Ninety-ninth Regiment of Ohio Volun- 
teer Infantry, with which he took part in many of the 
most hotly contested battles of the Civil war. In 
the battle of Chickamauga his regiment was prac- 
tically destroyed and the survivors were consolidated 
with the Fiftieth Regiment of Ohio Volunteer In- 
fantry, Mr. Hamilton becoming a member of Com- 
pany F. After faithful service to the end of the war 
he was honorably discharged. He was of sterling 
Scotch-Irish descent, as was his wife, and they were 
earnest members of the Presbyterian Church. They 
were the parents of the following children: Thomas 
R., the subject of this sketch; Della, the wife of 
James G. Tressel, of Hardin county, Ohio; John S., 
of Cleveland, Ohio; Ada J., who died in infancy; 
Amanda, the wife of Sylvester S. Tressel, of Allen 
county; Jesse H., of Lima; Osa E., the wife of 
Andrew Motter, of Hardin county; and Harry H., 
of Lima. 

Thomas R. Hamilton was reared on the home 
farm, where he lived until he had attained his ma- 
jority, and during his youth he received a good pub- 
lic school education. When twenty-one years old he 
began teaching school during the winter months, 
while during the summers he attended the Ohio 
Northern University at Ada, continuing this program 
for seven years. During this period he taught dis- 
trict school for four years, and for three years was 
superintendent of the high school at Beaver Dam. 
On October 4, 1894, Mr. Hamilton was admitted to 
the bar of Ohio and, coming to Lima, he began the 
practice of his profession in the office of Ridenour 
& Halfhill. Six months later he opened an office of 
his own, and has ever since been engaged in the 
practice of law, in which he has taken front rank, 
being numbered among the leading members of the 
Allen county bar. 

On August 14, 1895, Mr. Hamilton was married 
to Leta McBride, who was born at Beaver Dam, 
Ohio, the daughter of William and Lillie (Gates) 
McBride, natives of Geauga county, Ohio. They are 
the parents of two children, Ruth A. and Helen M., 
both of whom are at home. 

Mr. Hamilton and his family are members of the 
Central Church of Christ, of which Mr. Hamilton 
has been chairman of the official board since 1911. 
Politically he gives his support to the Republican 
party, while fraternally he is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias, the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, of which he has been through the chairs of 
the local lodge, the Modern Woodmen of America 
and the Sons of Veterans. He is recognized as a 
man of strong and alert mentality, deeplv interested 
in everything pertaining to the weltare of the com- 
munity and its advancement along material, civic 
and moral lines, and stands as one of the progressive 
and representative men of his locality. 


James ALLEN Jacoss. A long life, filled with 
industry, the enduring of hardships, combating the 
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disadvantages of pioneer times, and with many years 
of enjoyment of the results and fruits of his activi- 
ties have been given to James Allen Jacobs, one of 
Allen County’s oldest residents, an octogenarian who 
lives on his farm in Perry Township. 

Mr. Jacobs was born in Clinton County, Ohio, 
March 4, 1833. His ancestry combines some of the 
most substantial elements of old American stock. 
He is a son of John P. and Elizabeth (Hazard) 
Jacobs, the former born in Warren County, Ohio, 
June 3, 1802, while the mother was born in New 
York State. The paternal grandparents were Jehu 
and Elizabeth (Critzer) Jacobs, natives of Penn- 
sylvania. The maternal grandparents were John and 
Elizabeth (Kreitser) Hazard, who settled in Warren 
County, Ohio, in 1802, where both of them died. 
The great-grandfather, John Jacobs, was born in 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, and was of 
English Quaker stock, his forefathers having come to 
America with William Penn. John Jacobs, though 
of Quaker .ancestry, was a gallant soldier in the 
American Revolution. He finally came to Ohio and 
located in Miami County in 1812, where he died at 
the advanced age of ninety-five. Mr. Jacobs’ pater- 
nal grandmother was born and reared in Holland. 

February 14, 1834, when James Allen Jacobs was 
less than a year old, his parents left Clinton County 
and with a wagon drawn by an ox team and an old 
mare passed through what is now Allen County and 
located on land in Union Township, now Auglaize, 
but then Adams County. John P. Jacobs afterward 
bought 360 acres of timbered land in Perry Town- 
ship of Allen County, and during his lifetime 
improved a portion of it. He was one of the well 
known citizens of Auglaize County, and died in 
February, 1888, his wife having died in 1880. Their 
children included Elizabeth, who died in infancy; 
James A.; Phoebe D., deceased wife of William Har- 
rod; and Ann, Mrs. John Harrod. 

James Allen Jacobs is the only survivor of the 
family. His early life was spent in Northwest Ohio 
at a time when school advantages were restricted, 
and he learned more of practical woodcraft and 
pioneer farming than formal book knowledge. In 
1851, when he was about eighteen years of age, he 
left the farm and went to Lima, where he was 
employed in the general store of E. S. Linn, who 
later was succeeded by Taylor & Cowles. After a 
brief employment at Lima Mr. Jacobs returned home, 
following which he spent two terms in the Ohio 
Wesleyan University at Delaware. In 1854 he began 
teaching, having a school for one term in Union 
County, another in Allen County, and two terms in 
Auglaize County. It was during his teaching experi- 
ence that he established a home of his own. His 
marriage was celebrated April 17, 1856. His bride 
was Martha Bitler, who was born in Franklin County, 
Ohio, a daughter of Samuel and Mary (Rumer) 
Bitler, who subsequently moved to Union Township 
of Allen County. 

After his marriage Mr. Jacobs rented a portion of 
his father’s farm in Auglaize County, but in 1859 
moved to 120 acres of the place his father owned 
in section 21 of Perry Township, Allen County. This 
district was still new and unimproved, and he had 
to clear a space in the wild timber as a site for his 
log cabin home. On this land Mr. Jacobs settled 
down to a life of well ordered industry, and in time 
had all his land improved and in cultivation. He 
also bought from a sister 120 acres in section 28 and 
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retained the active management of the entire body 
of land for many years. Subsequently he sold forty 
acres to a son, but is still owner of 199 acres. He 
continued to perform all the heavy work of farming 
and stock raising until 1910, since which year his 
sons have relieved him. 

Mr. Jacobs has also been active in local affairs, 
filled the office of justice of the peace three years, 
and was land assessor and land appraiser. He is a 
democrat, and has been continuously affliated with 
Lima Lodge No. 205 of the Masonic order since 
1858. 

On August 24, 1918, occurred the death of his wife 
and companion of his youth and old age. They had 
been married over sixty years. She was laid to rest 
in the Fairmount Cemetery of Auglaize Township. 
The children of Mr. Jacobs were six in number: 
Elwin is Mrs. Thomas P. Leatherman of Auglaize 
Township, Allen County: John C. lives in Perry 
Township; Samuel D. is a factor in the management 
of the home farm; Charles D. died in 1890, at the 
age of twenty; William H. is also one of the sons 
who look after the farm for their father; and Olive 
O. is Mrs. H. C. Franklin of Lima. 


Ricuarp R. Baxter, mayor of Elida and super- 
intendent of the George T. Kocher Lumber Company 
mill, is one of the responsible men in the community 
and one who draws the attention of his friends and 
the gratitude of his constituents by reason of his 
public-spirited ideas and actions. Under his able 
supervision Elida has taken on a more metropolitan 
aspect, and all of his work is of a constructive char- 
acter. As a business man he is sound and reliable, 
and the utmost dependence can be placed on all that 
he does. 

Mr. Baxter was born at Elida, Ohio, March 4, 
1891, a son of James J. and Jeanette (Richards) 
Baxter, and grandson of Smith Baxter, who was 
one of the pioneers of Allen county. Smith Baxter 
located in Marion township, Allen county, where he 
lived the remainder of his life, and of his seven 
children James J. Baxter was the second in order 
of birth. The death of Smith Baxter occurred in 
1915. James J. Baxter is living at Elida, but his 
wife died November 13, 1902. They had five chil- 
dren, of whom Richard R. is the second. 

Growing up at Elida, Mayor Baxter attended its 
schools until he was thirteen years of age, and 
then began working on a farm in the vicinity of 
Elida, and was thus engaged for two years. He 
then commenced his apprenticeship at the carpenter 
trade, and after he had completed it he engaged 
with the George T. Kocher Lumber Company, and 
is now superintendent of its mill, to which position 
he was appointed February 4, 1917. 

One of the stalwart young Democrats of the coun- 
ty, Mr. Baxter has long been active in his party, 
and in 1918 was the successful candidate on its ticket 
for mayor of Elida, and made so excellent a record 
that he was re elected to the office in 1920. In 1919 
he was elected a justice of the peace of American 
township, and still holds that office. He belongs to 
Elida Lodge, I. O. O. F., and to Lima Encampment 
of that fraternity. A member of the Methodist 
Episcop2! Church, he is a man high in the councils 
of his denomination. 

In 1°15 * + Baxter was married to Gladys P. 
Kennedy, of Allen county, a daughter of James and 
Bertha (Pensdum) Kennedy, and they have three 
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children, namely: Richard Woodrow, James Everett 
and Wilma Jeanette. Mr. Baxter is active in charitable 
enterprises, is in the forefront of civic and moral 
movements, and is often called upon as an advisor in 
the troubles of others. Such a man is necessarily 
a valuable adjunct to any community, and when he 
occupies the office of chief executive his sphere of 
usefulness is greatly broadened. 


Ross C. KepHart. It is seldom that there is 
found in a community men as ambitious to reach 
still higher success, whether in business or political 
life, as in Elida, and one there who has contented 
himself only with bringing into a perfect system the 
duties devolving upon him so as to command the 
confidence of the people and the respect of his asso- 
ciates is Ross C. Kephart, manager of the Elida 
Farmers’ Equity Exchange Company. Whatever 
work he has undertaken he has done well; every 
duty cast upon him has been efficiently discharged ; 
no one who has resposed confidence in him has been 
disappointed, and his accomplishments present an 
example worthy of imitation by all who are destined 
to follow in his footsteps. 

Mr. Kephart was born in Amanda township, Allen 
county, Ohio, in 1881, a son of O. P. and Minnie 
(Bailey) Kephart, and grandson of Orman Kephart. 
The Kepharts have been mainly interested in farming. 
O. P. Kephart survives and is now living at Spencer- 
ville, Ohio, having retired from his former pursuit 
of farming. He and his wife had six children, of 
whom Ross C. Kephart was the eldest. 

Remaining at Spencerville, Ohio, until he attained 
to his majority, Ross C. Kephart attended its public 
schools and was graduated from its high-school 
course. For the subsequent two years he was a 
thresher engineer, operating with an outfit in 
Amanda township, and for a year was on a farm 
as a hired man. For the subsequent four years he 
was employed as stationary engineer in the Kephart 
Handle Company factory at Ada, Ohio, owned by an 
uncle, and in 1911 came to Elida, and buying a res- 
taurant, operated it very successfully for two years, 
at the expiration of which time he sold at a profit. 
He then engaged with the Elida Elevator Company 
as handy man, and was so occupied for two years. 
For the next three years he rented a farm in the 
vicinity of Spencerville, and made a success of that 
venture, and all of this time was gaining an ex- 
perience which was to prove very valuable to him 
in his present undertaking. In 1918 the Elida Farm- 
ers Equity Exchange was organized by E. C. 
Humphreys, J. W. Cotner and C. F. Baker, with Mr. 
Kephart as manager, and this venture has proved 
such an excellent one that the company is now erect- 
ing a new mill at Elida. 

In 1903 Mr. Kephart was united in marriage with 
Minnie Carr, a daughter of Abia and Curlila (Bow- 
ers) Carr, of Amanda township, and they have two 
children, Norine Doris and Lois Curlila. In politics 
Mr. Kephart is a Republican. He belongs to the 
American Insurance Union. Interested in good 
causes, he early joined the Baptist Church, and is 
high in the councils of his denomination. 


ArtHuR T. Batpwin has a record of more than 
forty years in the drug business, thirty-eight years 
in Ohio and the remaining ones in California. A 
few years ago he bought the oldest drug house in 
the city of Lima carrying a full line of drugs, surgi- 
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cal goods and appliances. This well known store, 
now conducted by Baldwin and Son, is in the 
Badeau Block on the Public Square. 

Mr. Baldwin a son of Isaac L. and Betsy (Bacon) 
Baldwin, of Washington county, Ohio, where he 
spent his young manhood on a farm. He acquired 
his education, in part, at Beverly Academy, teaching 
school in the vicinity at intervals. After a course 
of study at the Ohio Wesleyan University he studied 
medicine under Dr. Parker, the home physician. In 
N. U. Starr’s store, Delaware, Ohio, he learned the 
drug business and continued there as drug clerk for 
a period of five years. 

Having started in business for himself he pur- 
chased a store in Washington Court House, where 
he conducted business for a quarter century and 
there laid the basis for his prosperity. He sold this 
store and after a vacation in California invested in 
the Cunningham store, as above mentioned. 

In 1884, Mr. Baldwin married Emily E. Malster, 
a daughter of Moses A. and Emily J. (Dunsmoor) 
Malster, of Washington county. Their only child 
is Emmett H. Baldwin, now associated with his 
father in business and the active manager of his 
store. 

Mr. Baldwin is a member of the Elks Lodge in 
Washington Court House. He is a _ thirty-second 
degree Mason and has long been prominent in the 
order. He is affiliated with Scioto Consistory, Val- 
ley of California, Scottish Rite, and is a member of 
Aladdin Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He is a mem- 
ber of Lodge No. 107, Royal Arch Chapter No. 103 
and Council No. 100 of Fayette. In those bodies 
he is past master, past high priest, past thrice illus- 
trious master, past commander, and served the 
order as prelate for seventeen years. Of the Eastern 
Star he is past patron. 

Mr. Baldwin took a spirited part in all local affairs 
at Washington Court House and for twelve years 
was a member of the Board of City School Exami- 
ners. 


Tue Post FAmI-Ly is one of the oldest families, of 
which we have any authentic records. It is men- 
tioned as early as 980, A. D., when “Nettelburg, 
which later became known as Schaumburg, was be- 
sieged and taken by a Von Palingsleben, who be- 
came founder of the great and important family the 
Counts Von Schaumburg. He assumed the Nettle- 
burg arms while Herron Von Post, who had taken 
an active part in the attack on Nettleburg, assumed 
the Von Palingsleben arms. 

Adolph Post, a knight, was a member of the 
Reichstag of Minden in 1030, and Heinrich Post 
appeared in 1272 as a witness to a deed by which 
several mansions were sold near Hildesheim. Hein- 
rich Post was the progenitor of a prominent family. 
One of his descendants, Goossen Post, in 1376 was 
one of the most prominent citizens of Arnhem, 
Netherlands. He married Jantje Van Zul, daughter 
yf Peter Van Zul and Jane Rapalje. One of their 
sons, Peter Post. had land at Elspet in 1399. He 
married Annatie Suydam, daughter of George Suy- 
dam and Else Meyers. Their son George emigrated 
to England, settling near Sandwich Kent about 1473, 
but his brothers Peter and Jan remained in Holland 
for some time. . : 

Peter Arnold Post was born in 1500 and married 
September 13, 1539 Marragrietji Bogert, daughter 
of Jan Bogert, and had two sons, Jan and Panwell. 
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Panwell later went to England and on February 
7, 1571, married Susannah, daughter of Abraham 
Van Gelder in the Dutch Church in London. 

Their fifth son, Arthur, born August 26, 1580, 
married Bennet Lambe, daughter of Richard Lambe, 
born February 4, 1617, and came to America, 
settling at Southampton, Long Island in 1640, hav- 
ing been for a time at Lynn, Massachusetts. He was 
disinherited by his father, who died in 1644. In 
1650 Richard was chosen sergeant of the band, 
and later constable and marshal. At a town meet- 
ing May 2, 1657, there being divers apprehensions 
what way or means was best to be taken for safety 
and preservation of the town it was concluded by 
the majority to allow seven men to have the man- 
aging of the town, and one of the seven was Lieu- 
tenant Richard Post. 

At a town meeting November 25, 1659, it was 
ordered by the majority that Richard Post and 
eleven others were to regulate the town papers and 
writings, to keep what in their best judgment were 
to be kept and to cashier those that were unneces- 
ae He married Dorothy Johnson. He died in 

John, youngest son of Richard, died in 1687, 
leaving three sons and five daughters. The young- 
est child Richard II was born about 1684. He later 
moved to Hempstead, Long Island, and became a 
Quaker. His wife was Phebe. Their second son, 
Joseph was born on Long Island in 1720, and died 
in Washington county, Pennsylvania, about 1794. 
He married Mary Smith (not a Quaker) of Suffolk 
county, New York, in 1739. She was born in 1723 
and died in Washington county, Pennsylvania, in 
1790. They had a large family and three of their 
sons fought in the Revolutionary War. One son, 
Jeremiah, served in the War of 1812. His first wife 
was Martha Cracraft, daughter of Major Charles 
Cracraft, a Revolutionary soldier, and Eleanor At- 
kinson Cracraft. Their eldest son, William Atkin- 
son Post, was born November 12, 1795. He died in 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, January 2, 1866. 
He married Margaret, daughter of Benjamin and 
Rachel Logan Lindley. Their youngest son, Clark 
C. Post, born December 16, 1840, died November 18, 
1918, at Claysville, Pennsylvania. He was married 
December 26, 1867, to Nannie R. McNay, daughter 
of Smith and Jane Bell McNay. Their second 
daughter, Etta M., born November 9, 1869, is now 
the wife of Charles C. Post at Spencerville, Ohio. 

Another son of Jeremiah and Eleanor Cracraft 
Post is Charles born July 27, 1800, and died March 
28, 1884. He married Elizabeth, daughter of David 
and Catherine Woolley Bryant, at Fredericktown, 
Ohio, on April 22, 1824, and later they made their 
home in Allen county, Ohio. 

Their third child, Leonidas H. Post, was born 
August 9, 1832, and died October 4, 1904. On 
August 2, 1854, he married Eliza Jane, daughter of 
Samuel and Mary Thomas Stewart. Their third 
son was Charles C. Post. 


CuHartes C. Post. Maple Crest Farm, the home 
of Charles C. Post, is three miles east of Spencer- 
ville. It is one of the larger farms of Allen county, 
containing 307 acres, and its general appearance and 
productiveness reflect the rare skill and judgment 
of its owner. 

Mr. Post was born in Amanda township Octo- 
ber 8, 1858, son of Leonidas H. and Eliza (Stewart) 
Post. 
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Eliza Stewart was born in Amanda _ township, 
Allen county, October 13, 1830, the Stewarts having 
been among the earliest pioneers of this section of 
Ohio. Her father, Samuel Stewart, came to Ohio 
from Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, first settling 
in Champaign county, Ohio, and in 1824 moved to 
Allen county and entered Government land event- 
ually owned 343 acres. He died in Allen county 
in April, 1873, leaving .a record not only as a pio- 
neer but as a man of splendid character. Eliza 
Stewart was only four years old when her mother 
died, and she grew up and received her education 
at the home of her aunt, Jane Stewart, in Cham- 
paign county. She lived there until her marriage to 
Leonidas H. Post in 1854. They then located on 
a farm in Amanda township, this homestead being 
now occupied by their son Leonidas, Jr. Leonidas 
H. Post, Sr., and wife spent the rest of their years 
in this community, and he died October 4, 1904, and 
his wife September 16, 1912. They were active 
members of the Baptist Church, and she served as 
a church trustee. Leonidas Post was a charter mem- 
ber of Arcadia Lodge No. 306, F. and A. M. and 
a stanch Republican in politics. Of the family of 
seven children three are still living: Charles C.; 
Edward G, who is in the sheep business on a large 
ranch in California ; and Leonidas H., of Amanda 
township. 

Charles C. Post was liberally educated, beginning 
in the common schools and later attended the Ohio 
Normal University at Ada. He received a teacher’s 
license, but through nearly all his active years his 
interests have been farming. After his first mar- 
riage he moved to the old Post farm, which he 
rented for three years and in 1886 bought a hundred 
seventy-one acres where he lives now, and has in- 
creased his holdings to 307 acres. He is one of the 
successful men of Allen county who have gained their 
prosperity almost altogether from the soil. He is a 
stockholder in the Farmers Union Elevator and has 
identified himself with various progressive move- 
ments in his community. 

November 19, 1884, Mr. Post married Ida Crites, 
who died less than five years later, on March 24, 
1889. She was the mother of two children: Clare 
B., born August 19, 1885, who is married and lives 
in Alberta, Canada, and Ida G., who graduated from 
high school and Eastern College in Virginia, and 
is the wife of Ed Baxter, Superintendent of Public 
Schools Westerville, Ohio. For his present wife 
Mr. Post married Etta M. Post, a native of Penn- 
sylvania. They have two children: Helen, fourteen 
years of age and a high school student at Lima, 
and Clarke, born July 28, 1908, attending the com- 
mon schools. Mr. Post is affliated with Arcadia 
Lodge No. 306, F. & A. M., with the Royal Arch 
Chapter No. 169, and both he and his wife are 
members of the Eastern Star. 

Mrs. Post was born in Washington county, Penn- 
sylvania, November 9, 1869, daughter of Clark C. 
and Nannie (McNay) Post, both natives of Penn- 
sylvania. Her father was born in Washington 
county December 16, 1840, and her mother in Greeme 
county May 7, 1847. They were married in Wash 
ington county December 26, 1867, and her. father 
died November 18, 1918, her widowed mother now 
living at Claysville, Pennsylvania. There were four 
children: Belle, widow of S. F. Hunter, of War- 
rensburg, Missouri; Mrs. Charles C. Post; Dr. Frank 
S., a physician at Portland, Oregon; and John L., 
who lives near Claysville, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Post 
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was a very successful educator for a number of 
years. She graduated from a Pennsylvania normal 
school, was also a graduate and a teacher of the 
State Normal School at Warrensburg, Missouri, was 
vice principal of the schools at Carnegie, Pennsyl- 
vania, and for three years in Washington county 
was on the Permanent Certificate Committee. 


REUBEN Peter STEINER. That congenial work 
bears with it large possibilities of success is em- 
phasized in the career of Reuben Peter Steiner, 
for many years a well-known auctioneer and more 
recently a real estate operator of Lima. His business 
life has been characterized by enterprise, persever- 
ance and tenacity of purpose, and in working out 
his success he has relied solely on his own initia- 
tive, natural ability and resource. Mr. Steiner was 
born on a farm in Riley township, Putnam county, 
Ohio, in 1873, and is a son of Peter T. and Verenia 
(Schumacher) Steiner. 

The Steiner family originated at Belfort, Alsace 
Lorraine, whence came Christian Steiner, the great- 
grandfather of Reuben P., in 1835 to the United 
States, settling in Richland township, Allen county. 
He was the first minister of the Swiss Mennonite 
faith in Allen county or northwest Ohio, and was a 
man universally revered and esteemed. His son, the 
grandfather of Reuben P. Steiner, was a farmer of 
Riley township, Putnam county, and a home-taught 
veterinarian. He reached the advanced age of ninety- 
three years, and when he died in 1901 left three sons 
and three daughters. Peter T. Steiner, the father 
of Reuben P., was the third of his parents’ children 
and has been a life long farmer in Putnam county, 
where he still makes his home in Riley township, 
Mrs. Steiner having passed away in 1911. They had 
twelve children, of whom Reuben P. is the eldest. 

Christian Schumacher, the maternal great-grand- 
father of Mr. Steiner, was one of the largest millers 
and wine dealers in Switzerland. His son, Peter 
Schumacher, came from Basle, Switzerland, to the 
United States in 1835 and settled at Riley Creek, 
Richland township, where he passed the remainder of 
his life. He was the father of sixteen children who 
lived to maturity and married, and all had large 
families. 

Reuben Peter Steiner attended the Beach Tree School 
in Riley township, Putnam county, for a few months 
each winter and in the summer months worked 
on the home farm, pursuing this routine until he 
reached the age of fourteen years. At that time he 
began to devote his whole time to farm work, and 
was so engaged until 1905, when he embarked in the 
butcher business at Bluffton and conducted an es- 
tablishment of his own for five months. It was while 
thus engaged that he first became assured of his 
possession of the qualifications for a successful auc- 
tioneer, and from that time to the present he has 
been engaged in calling sales, now having a large 
and regular patronage in this connection. He ac- 
cepts any kind of an honorable commission and has 
held some of the largest sales that have been called 
in the communities in which he has been a resident. 
In 1909 Mr. Steiner was made manager of the Bluff- 
ton branch of the Rock Island Butter Company, a 
position which he retained for seven years. March 
3, 1919, he came to Lima and established himself in 
the real estate business in the Savings Building, and 
has not only developed a good business as a realty 
operator but has met with continued prosperity as 
an auctioneer.. Mr. Steiner is inclined to be inde- 
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pendent in his political preference, but when all else 
is equal gives his vote to the Democratic candidate. 
He is fraternally affiliated with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows at Bluffton and the Knights 
- of Pythias and Loyal Order of Moose at Lima. 

On September 15, 1909, Mr. Steiner was united in 
marriage with Cora B. Orne, daughter of David R. 
and Jennie Rebecca (Brewer) Orne, of Gilboa, Ohio, 
and to this union there has come one son, Frederick 
Brewer, born in 1912. 


Rogpert Evans Davis. One of the men who is 
responsible for much of the healthy activity in the 
realty market of Lima is Robert Evans Davis of 
409 Opera Building. He is a son of D. D. and Eliza 
(Evans) Davis, the former of whom was born in 
Montgomeryshire, Wales, where he lived until he 
reached his majority, in the meanwhile learning the 
stone mason trade. When twenty-one years old he 
came to the United States and obtained employment 
at Evansburg, Pennsylvania. Later he came to Ohio 
and was engaged in farming at Paddy’s Run, Butler 
county. In 1856 he came to Allen county, and here 
continued to be engaged in agricultural pursuits. In 
the meanwhile, in 1848, while a resident of Paddy’s 
Run he had been married to Eliza Evans, also of 
pure Welsh stock. She was connected with the 
Nichols family who, coming to the American colo- 
nies, cleared off the land later known as Mount 
Vernon, which became the home of George Wash- 
ington. Mr. Davis has a number of interesting relics 
of this old American family. He is the third in 
order of birth of the five children born to his 
parents. 

During his earlier years Robert Evans Davis at- 
tended the public schools of Gomer, Allen county, 
and later went to the Ash Grove Academy in Ameri- 
can township, Allen county, but his school days 
ended with his thirteenth year, and young as he was 
the lad began earning his own living by working on 
neighboring farms, and continued in that kind of 
employment until he was seventeen, or in 1870, in 
which year he located at Lima. 

For the first four years of his residence at Lima 
Mr. Davis worked as a clerk for J. H. Dague, and 
then went with J. C. Thompson, another early mer- 
chant of Lima, and continued with him as clerk for 
the same length of time. Having saved some money 
and acquired considerable experience, Mr. Davis 
formed a partnership with J. B. Morris, under the 
name of Davis & Morris, and the two established 
a store at West Cairo, Ohio, and conducted it for 
four years. Mr. Davis then bought the interest of 
Mr. Morris, and eighteen months later took into the 
business with him W. W. Johnson, the firm becom- 
ing Davis & Johnson, and this association continued 
for two years, when once more Mr. Davis became 
the sole proprietor. He continued alone until 1886, 
when he sold the business to J. F. Ferguson and 
returned to Lima, and for a year was one of the 
salesmen in the dry-goods house of W. W. Williams. 

Mr. Davis then went on the road for the Dolphin 
White Lead & Color Works of Toledo, Ohio, his 
territory being northern Ohio and Indiana. Later 
he held the same position with the Buckeye Paint 
& Varnish Company, also of Toledo, Ohio, and he 
covered the same ground for them, remaining on 
the road for four years as their representative. 
Coming back once more to Lima, Mr. Davis found 
congenial employment for his capabilities with O’Con- 
nor & Sons, representatives of the Northwestern Life 
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Insurance Company, and for eight years remained 
with this firm as assistant western agent. In 1904 
he established his present business, and has since 
carried on a general real estate enterprise, handling 
both city and country property, and owns forty acres 
of valuable farm land in Allen county. 

In 1875 Mr. Davis was united in marriage with 
Esther M. Neff, a daughter of John G. and Cath- 
erine (Faucet) Neff, of Lima, and they became the 
parents of three children, as follows: Elsie W., who 
died in 1895, at the age of eighteen years; Donald 
N., who married Laura Pegan, of Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, and they have three children, Esther, Rob- 
ert and Laird; and Nellie K., who married Carl C. 
Boop, of American township, an extensive raiser of 
hogs. Mr. Davis has other interests and is a man 
of considerable means. He is a Republican, and 
served as a member of the City Council of West 
Cairo, Ohio, and he was also mayor of the city and 
a member of its school board for four years. For 
many years he was a member of the Township 
Union School of Monroe township, has been a mem- 
ber of the Lima City Council, and served as its 
president for two years. The Congregational Church 
holds his membership and he is one of its trustees 
and its treasurer. In fraternal matters he belongs 
to Lima Lodge, B. P. O. E., and served it as a 
trustee for three years. In every line of endeavor in 
which he has engaged Mr. Davis has endeavored to 
improve his own powers, for he believes that to be 
a man’s duty to himself and his associates, and he 
has rendered efficient public service, for he is able 
and willing to do good work of all kinds, steadfastly, 
devotedly and thoroughly, and has set a high stand- 
ard of helpfulness and integrity. 


Jutius Henry CALLAHAN. The great responsi- 
bility of what is termed the Juvenile Court, which 
hears and disposes of cases brought before it under 
the act to regulate the treatment and control of de- 
pendent, neglected and delinquent children, includes 
jurisdiction in other equally necessary directions, but 
the sad plight of otherwise defenseless children has 
always been a matter of deep concern to Julius 
Henry Callahan, who was chief probation officer of 
the Allen County Juvenile Courts. Mr. Callahan, is 
a man of tender human sympathies, but he possesses 
also the qualities of stern, inflexible justice that must 
accompany the administration of the office. 

Julius Henry Callahan was born at Lima, Ohio, in 
September, 1885, and is a son of John T. and Mary 
(O’Keefe) Callahan, both of worthy Irish ancestry 
and throughout life devoted members of the Roman 
Catholic Church, John T. Callahan was born in County 
Kerry, Ireland, and was thirteen years old when he 
accompanied his father to the United States. The 
grandfather of Mr. Callahan was a building con- 
tractor, and after coming to Lima was employed in 
the installation of the first water works system of 
the city and afterward’ did a large amount of con- 
struction work here. John T. Callahan, who died 
in 1899, survived his father only four years. He 
was a locomotive engineer for many years on the 
C. H. & D. Railroad. The mother of J. H. Callahan 
died in 1902, both parents having been highly re- 
spected. 

Julius Henry Callahan attended St. Rose paro- 
chial school at Lima, and when fourteen years old 
started to learn the backsmith trade, at which he 
worked for a year and a half. He then went with 
the Lima Gas Company for three years, and after 
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that was connected for a considerable length of time 
and in different capacities with the Lima Locomo- 
tive Company. Subsequently he became a salesman 
for Swift & Company, Chicago packers, being called 
from that line by his appointment as court bailiff 
of the Common Pleas Court presided over by Judge 
Cunningham, at that time being one of the youngest 
men ever shown such preference. Nevertheless he 
proved particularly efficient, his good judgment, 
patience, unfailing courtesy and general understand- 
ing of necessary duties impressing all court offi- 
cials very favorably. In 1918 he was appointed by 
Judge Becker chief probation officer of the Allen 
county Juvenille Courts, and seemingly no wiser 
or more satisfactory official selection could have 
been made. He acceptably filled the position until 
February 8, 1921. 

Mr. Callahan became interested in politics as a 
very young man, and has followed in the foot- 
steps of his father, who was a zealous Democrat. 
He is a member of St. Rose Catholic Church and 
is a very active member of the Knights of Colum- 
bus. He belongs also to the order of Elks, to the 
Commercial Travelers Association and to the Ki- 
wanis Club, all at Lima. Considering his age, he is 
one of Lima’s best known citizens and has a 
host of friends. 


Frep ALBert HoLLaANnp was the type of business 
man and citizen recognized as an invaluable asset 
in any community. He was as public spirited as 
he was prosperous, and his former associates and 
friends at Lima pay a high degree of esteem and 
admiration to his memory. 

Mr. Holland was born at Tiffin, Ohio, April 16, 
1854, son of Samuel Kent and Adeline (Buskirk) 
Holland, the former a native of Canada and the 
latter of Seneca county, Ohio. The family moved 
from Tiffin to Lima in 1858. Samuel K. Holland 
became interested with B. C. Faurot and G. G. 
Hackedorn in conducting the Lima paper mill. Later 
he was interested in banking, owned and operated a 
grocery and hardware store, and out of his varied 
undertakings achieved success and was one of the 
influential men of the city. Both he and his wife 
are now deceased and lie side by side in Wood- 
lawn cemetery. 

Fred Albert Holland lived at Lima from the age 
of four years, attended the local schools for his 
early education and later a business college at 
Sandusky. When barely eighteen years of age he 
was entrusted by the wholesale grocery house of 
Moore Brothers with the responsibility of traveling 
salesman, and he soon demonstrated that he had 
in him the qualities of a real business man. After 
an apprenticeship as a representative of this firm 
for several years he used his capital and credit to 
engage in the grocery business on his own account 
and was one of the leading merchants of Lima for 
a number of years. Later he was associated with 
other prominent men of the city in organizing the 
Allen County Savings & Loan Bank and was one 
of the Board of Directors of that institution the 
rest of his life. He made his capital at Lima and 
kept it at home in useful investments. On _ prop- 
erty owned by him at the southeast corner of High 
and North Main streets he built a large block 
which bears his name, and is one of the finest build- 
ings for store and office purposes at Lima. 

September 18, 1878, Mr. Holland married Miss 
Jessie Shafer, who was born at Smithville, Wayne 
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county, Ohio, daughter of James K. and Rosenna 
(Weiler) Shafer, the former a native of Stark 
county, Ohio, and the latter of Pennsylvania. 
After their marriage in Wayne county Mr. and 
Mrs. Shafer moved to Lima in 1864, and as an 
expert mechanic he was employed in a machine shop 
that is now the Lima Locomotive Company, and 
continued in its wood working department for many 
years. Mrs. Holland, who survives her husband, 
was educated in the grade and high schools of 
Lima and is an active member of the Trinity Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. Her two children are 
Rolla B., of Lima, and Adda, Mrs. Daniel Morris, 
of Lima. 

The late Mr. Holland was a member of the off- 
cial board of the Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He was a Republican, and in the line of 
public duty especially responded to the needs of 
education, and he was also one of the first mem- 
bers of the Board of Public service. He was a 
charter member of the Knights of Pythias and 
passed all the chairs in that order and was’a col- 
onel on the Major General’s Staff of the Uniformed 
Rank. He also belonged to Lima Lodge No. 52, 
Bebe OMmEs 

When they were married Mr. and Mrs. Holland 
moved to a frame house which occupied the site 
of the present brick bungalow of modern design 
which Mr. Holland built in 1909. This is still the 
family home, and in its comforts it represents the 
satisfaction of one of the great ambitions of the 
late Mr. Holland, to provide wisely and liberally for 
his wife and children. In that home Mr. Holland 
lived nearly seven years, and died there January 
27, 1916. 


CiirF Harrop has been a farmer resident of 
Perry township for over thirty years, and by good 
management and persistent industry has achieved 
that prosperity represented in a high class modern 
farm with all the improvements and productive fa- 
cilities. 

Mr. Harrod, whose daily mail comes to him over 
rural route No. 6 out of Lima, was born in Auglaize 
county in February, 1867. His parents were Thomas 
and Elizabeth (Reese) Harrod, and his grand- 
parents, Levi and Martha Harrod, were natives of 
Knox county, Ohio. Levi Harrod was a pioneer in 
Auglaize county, entering the land from the Gov- 
ernment and living on it until his death. Thomas 
Harrod was born in Auglaize county, while his 
wife was a native of Allen county. After their 
marriage they settled on a farm entered by Levi 
Harrod, but Thomas Harrod had only a few years 
in which to realize his ambitions in life, and died 
on the old homestead in January, 1868, when his 
son Cliff was about a vear old. The widowed 
mother reared her children and died in St. Johns, 
Ohio, at a good old age in February, 1908. She was 
the mother of three children; Eva, wife of Frisby 
Flemming, of Wapakoneta, Ohio; Bell, who died at 
the age of twenty; and Cliff. 

Cliff Harrod grew up on the home farm of his 
inuther and had the advantage of the common 
schools in his neighborhood. Soon after reaching 
his majority he married on December 28, 1888, Dora 
Nans, who was born in Auglaize county, where her 
parents, Charles and Imelda (Metz) Nans, were 
also born. About a year after his marriage Mr. 
Harrod came to Perry township of Allen county, 
and soon bought thirty-three acres of land in sec- 
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tion 33. Most of it had been cleared. About two 
years later he bought thirty adjoining acres in the 
same section. This new purchase had a_ small 
house and old stable, but he used those facilities only 
until he could supplant them with better construc- 
tion. His building improvements now are of the 
very best. With the land he bought and with 
eighty acres owned by his wife and with another 
tract of eleven acres, all in Section 33, Mr. Harrod 
has a good sized and well proportioned farm, highly 
productive and representing a modest fortune. ‘Mr. 
Harrod is a Democrat in politics. He and his wife 
have four children; Edna, Mrs. Lee Martin, of 
Lima; Vona, wife of Paul Smith, of Lima; Jesse, 
who lives at Westminster, Ohio, and by his mar- 
riage to Lula Gray has a daughter, Wilmajean; 
and Richard, the youngest, still at home. 


Puitip A1nswortH KaHLe, an attorney at law of 
Lima, was born July 4, 1874, in Plummer, Pennsyl- 
vania. He is a son of Frederick Peter and Isabell 
(McCutcheon) Kahle, both natives of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Kahle came to Lima in 1888, and read law in 
the office of Prophet and Eastman, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar in 1885. Remaining three years 
with the firm of Prophet and Eastman, he opened 
an office for himself. In 1895 Mr. Kahle became a 
general insurance agent, and later he engaged in 
the real estate business, building several apartment 
houses and many homes in Lima, carrying the two 
in connection with the practice of law. 

On May 5, 1897, Mr. Kahle married Rose Mc- 
Kibben, of Lock Haven, Center county, Pennsyl- 
vania. She is a daughter of John and Mary Jane 
(Darrow) McKibben. Their oldest daughter, Row- 
een Kahle Allgire, is the wife of William Allgire, 
a prominent young merchant and business man of 
Lima. Dorothy, their second daughter, is attend- 
ing Sullins College, Bristol, Virginia; and Ains- 
worth, Jr., attends Mtami Military Institute at 
Germantown, Ohio. 

Mr. Kahle votes the Republican ticket. In a 
social way, he holds membership in the Lima 
Club, Shawnee Country Club, Rotary Club, Chamber 
of Commerce, B. P. O. E., and the Merchants 
Association, and in many other organizations formed 
for the betterment of Lima. 


Witiram LroNARD MACKENZIE, the prominent 
Lima Lawyer, has for many years been deeply 
interested in historical affairs, has served as a direc- 
tor of the Allen County Historical Society and was 
named by Governor Cox as a member of the Com- 
mission for the building of the Fort Amanda Mon- 
ument. 

Nearly forty years a member of the Allen County 
Bar, he was born at Lima July 10, 1859. His father, 
Judge James Mackenzie, brought his family to 
Allen county from Putnam county, Ohio, in 1858. 
W. L. Mackenzie acquired a public school educa- 
tion, and studied law in his father’s office, being 
admitted to the bar in 1882. While he early attained 
a reputation as an able lawyer, much of his profes- 
sional energies have been employed in the direction 
of large business interests. and for many years he 
has been officially identified with Lima banks, build- 
ing and loan associations, and other corporations. 
He is a member of the Allen County Bar Asso- 
ciation and the Ohio State Bar Association, and 
belongs to the Lima Club, the Shawnee Country Club 
and the Elks. 
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June 12, 1884, he married Miss Florence H. 
Holmes, daughter of Branson P. Holmes of Lima. 
There are two sons, William H. and Ralph P., who 
comprise the third generation of this prominent 
family of Allen county, ea¢n generation being rep- 
resented in the legal profession. William H. Mac- 
kenzie and his brother were both prepared for col- 
lege at the famous prepartory school of Lawrence- 
ville, New Jersey, and are graduates of Yale Uni- 
versity. William H. MacKenzie after coming out of 
College took up a. career as a banker at Lima, while 
Ralph graduated from the law school of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan in 1913, and at once joined his 
father in law practice. 


Harry Cartin Horner. Among the progressive 
business men of Lima few have made greater 
strides recently than has Harry Carlin Horner, 
senior member of the firm of Horner & Steinle, re- 
tail dealers in shoes at 121-123 West Market street. 

Not alone has Mr. Horner secured an acknowl- 
edged position in business circles, but since his 
discharge from the United States army has con- 
tinued to be active in military affairs, and was the 
main factor in the organization of Troop E, First 
Ohio Cavalry, which is rapidly becoming one of 
the best-drilled troops in the state. 

Mr. Horner was born at Ada, Ohio, in 1892, a 
son of J. F. and Daisy L. (Lowry) Horner, and 
belongs to an old American agricultural family of 
Scotch-Irish origin. He comes of good military 
stock, his paternal grandfather, John Horner, hav- 
ing lost his life as a Union soldier during the Civil 
war, while his maternal grandfather, the Hon. J. E. 
Lowry, was a probate judge of Hardin county. 
J. F. Horner, his father, was for many years a 
grocery merchant at Lima, but of more recent years 
has been identified with the Cleveland Discount 
Company at Lima. 

Harry Carlin Horner is the only child of his 
parents and was educated at the public schools, 
graduating from high school in 1910. In 1911 he 
entered the Ohio Northern University at Ada, 
from which he was duly graduated with his degree 
in 1914, and at that time began to work regularly 
for J. E. Grosjean, a Lima shoe merchant, in whose 
employ he had been irregularly for some time. 
In March, 1915, at Columbus, Ohio, he enlisted in 
Troop B, Ohio State Cavalry, with which outfit 
he served on the Mexican border for one year and 
two months, with headquarters at El Paso, Texas. 
After two months in the service he was made 
corporal and three months later was promoted to 
sergeant, having that rank at the time of his 
discharge, July 11, 1916. Mr. Horner went to 
Columbus, Ohio, Julv 13, 1916, as a member of 
the Thirty-seventh Division Headcuarters Troop, 
and after four weeks was sent to Camp Sheridan, 
Montgomery, Alabama, and was promoted to first 
sergeant. In January, 1917, he was sent to the Offi- 
cers’ Training School at Camp Stanley, Texas, and 
after three months of intensive training was com- 
missioned second lieutenant and sent to Camp Jack- 
son, Columbia, South Carolina, where he was com- 
missioned first lieutenant September 22, 1917. He 
was next placed on detached service as inspector 
of overseas troops, stationed at Camp Jackson, 
where he remained six months, and then for thirty 
days went to Camp Perry, Ohio. Next he was sent 
to Camp Cody, Deming, New Mexico, where he 
remained two months, then being transferred to the 
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Twenty-fifth Infantry, Regular Army, at Nogales, 
Arizona. There he was commissioned captain in 
November, 1918, a rank which he retained until 
his honorable discharge January 14, 1919. 

Returning to Lima, Mr. Horner formed a_part- 
nership with Harold Steinle in the firm of Horner 
& Steinle, buying out his old employér, Mr. Gros- 
jean. The retail shoe business at 121 and 123 
Market street has been developed to important pro- 
portions and is rapidly becoming one or the large 
enterprises of the city. Mr. Horner, since his re- 
turn, has organized Troop FE, First Ohio Cavalry, 
made up of seventy-five young men of Lima. This 
troop has been furnished with horses and equip- 
ment by the Government, and is rapidly rounding 
into a crack organization, doing its training at the 
Allen County Fair Grounds. Mr. Horner is a 
Republicen in his political allegiance. He belongs 
to the Elks and the Kiwanis Club, and has a num- 
ber of civic and business connections. 

In January, 1918, he .married Miss Elizabeth 
Stewart, daughter of John and Elizabeth Stewart. 
of slacon, Mississippi, and they have one child, 
Betty Avanell, born in June, 1919. They are con- 
sistent members of the Lima Presbvterian Church. 


Joun J. Roperrs. It would be difficult to find a 
finer class of men in Allen or any other county in 
Ohio than those who are devoting their talents to 
the cultivation of the soil and the developing ot 
the natural resources of this region, and among 
them one wortk- of special mention is John T. 
Roberts of Spencer township, whose valuable farm 
is located one and one-half miles west of Spencer- 
ville. He was born on the farm he now owns on 
August 13, 1882, a son of Simeon and Elizabeth 
Roberts, the former of whom was born in Coshoc- 
ton county, Ohio, on February 17, 1848, and died 
at Spencerville, Ohio, in 1914. His wife was born 
in Spencer township, Allen county, Ohio, on Sep- 
tember 14, 1846, and died at Spencerville on April 
11, 1920. When he was nine years old Simeon 
Roberts came to Allen county and, locating “near 
Spencerville, lived on his farm until shortly before 
his death. Both he and his wife were members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Spencerville. 
A Democrat, he was elected on his party ticket to 
the offices of supervisor, school director and town- 
ship trustee, and was a man of high character and 
excellent. principles. 

The children born to Simeon Roberts and ‘wife 
were as follows: John J., Stewart D., who is a 
farmer of Spencer township; May E., the eldest, 
who married John J. Davies of Spencerville; Tena 
M., who married Leroy Wilkin, of Osborne, Ohio; 
Harriet A., who married J. P. Davies; Radnel R., 
Lema A., and Ichens. 

Until he was twelve years old John J. Roberts 
remained at home and atentded the district 
schools, but at that tender age went with a 
threshing machine outfit, and later conducted one 
of his own, and still operates it in season. Ever 
since his marriage he has lived on his present 
farm, and is specializing to some extent in breed- 
ing Duroc hogs. In addition to these interests 
Mr. Roberts is a stockholder of the Farmers’ 
Union Elevator Company of Spencerville, the 
officers of which are: John Whetstone, president; 
John Wright, vice president; Ust Loveman, treas- 
urer. and Elmer Willkins, secretary. In addition 
to these officials, the Board of Directors has the 
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following members: Harry Bowen, Joseph Bock, 
M. Doarty and W. W. Rupert. 

On November 4, 1905, Mr. Roberts was mar- 
ried to Emma P. Purdy, a daughetr of John E. 
and Mary (Miller) Purdy. Mrs. Roberts was 
born in Van Wert county, Ohio, on February 7, 
1886, and was educated in the common schools 
of that county. Mr. and Mrs. Roberts have two 
children, namely: Hulda J., who was born Au- 
gust 20, 1906, and Ora K., who was born Novem- 
ber 8, 1912, and both are attending school. The 
United Brethren Church holds the membership 
of Mr. and Mrs, Roberts. In politics he is a 
Republican, but has not taken any active part in 
public affairs. Having spent his life in Allen 
county, naturally he is deeply interested in its 
progress and willing to do his part m bringing 
about further improvements. 


Jacop Henry SmitH was for many years a 
worker in the oil fields of the Lima _ district. 
About fifteen years ago he bought a farm in 
Perry township, but death overtook him before 
he was able to realize his plans for its improve- 
ment. Mrs. Smith as his successor in the own- 
ership of the farm has proved a very capable 
manager, and with the assistance of her children 
has made the place notable as a scene of well 
ordered industry and one of the fine country 
homes of Perry township. 

The late Mr. Smith was born in Fairfield coun- 
ty, Ohio, June 6, 1862, a son of William and Bar- 
bara (Conrad) Smith. He was educated in the 
common schools, and after his marriage located 
at St. Mary's, where he was employed as a 
pumper in the oil fields. Two and a half years 
later he moved to Elida, Ohio, and six months 
after that bought some property in Lima. He 
continued his occupation as an oil pumper until 
1905, when he traded his city real estate for a 
seventy-acre farm in section 30 of Perry town- 
ship. After that he gave all his time to the culti- 
vation of his land, but died November 8, 1909. 

In addition to operating thé farm with syste- 
matic thoroughness Mrs. Smith had added to its 
value by many improvements, including the re- 
building of the barn, the building of silos, and 
other farm buildings. In 1917 she had a modern 
frame residence erected, with cement milk house 
and garage, and with these facilities she and her 
children at home have a very reliable and com- 
fortable income. The late Mr. Smith was a Re- 
publican voter, and Mrs. Smith and family are 
members of the Lutheran Church, 

The maiden name of Mrs. Smith was Anna 
Kruse. She was born at Elida, Ohio, and she 
and her husband were married January 20, 1891. 
Her parents, Henry and Doretta (Bowman) 
Kruse, were natives of Germany, but came to the 
United States separately and when about twenty 
years of age. Henry Kruse was born in Prussia, 
Germany, July 24, 1833, and crossed the ocean 
on a sailing ship, being on the sea for eight 
weeks. Her mother was born in Hanover, Ger- 
many, November 24, 1833, and came to this coun- 
try with her father, who was looking for a home 
for his family. Henry Kruse and wife were 
married at Urbana, Ohio. and in 1865, after a 
journey by wagon, settled in German township 
of Allen countv. Mrs. Smith’s mother died Sep- 
tember 16, 1915, and her father May 3, 1907. 
Mrs. Smith has five children. Paul, the oldest, 
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lives at Lima. He married Vona Harrod. Ellis, 
the second son, is a resident of Perry township, 
and by his marriage to Oril McCormick has three 
children, named Helen, Roger and Robert. The 
three youngest children, at home with Mrs. Smith, 
are Gladys, Dean and Floy. 


RatpH ELperson NEIDHARDT. It is when the 
biographer essays the consideration of the char- 
acter and deeds of unusually brave, noble and 
unassuming men who have really done great 
things in the past and are now quietly following 
in the path of everyday duty that he feels most 
deeply his sad limitations. Life at best is some- 
thing of a struggle, and the ordinary individual 
is undoubtedly entitled to much more credit than 
he ever receives from his indifferent comrades on 
the way, but now and then the achievements of 
a few are so notable that they command atten- 
tion and admiration. Such thoughts arise in con- 
nection with the name of one of Allen county’s 
well-known young men, Lieutenant Ralph Elber- 
son Neidhardt, who is now serving as sealer of 
weights and measures for Allen county. Lieuten- 
ant Neidhardt is an overseas veteran and one of 
the heroic survivors of the great war. 

Ralph Elberson Neidhardt was born at Spencer- 
ville, Allen county, Ohio, July 28, 1886, and is a 
son of P. F. and Mary E. (Elberson) Neidhardt, 
the remote ancestry being German and Scotch, 
farming or merchandising being the main voca- 
tions for generations back. For a time in his 
earlier years P. F. Neidhardt conducted a hotel 
at Spencerville, but for an extended period has 
been a grocery merchant and substantial citizen. 

Until he was seventeen years old Ralph E. 
Niedhardt pursued his studies in the public 
schools of his native place, and then became a 
clerk in his father’s store, and continued as such 
for eight years, during which time he became a 
dependable business man and a thoroughly respected 
citizen. On June 17, 1909, at Spencerville, he joined 
the Ohio National Guard, becoming a private of 
Company F, 2nd Ohio infantry. He took a ceep 
interest in the organization and his promotion was 
rapid. He was appointed quartermaster-sergeant 
June 25, 1909; commissioned second lieutenant, Ucto- 
ber 21, 1909, and on July 20, 1916, was commissioned 
first lieutenant, his regiment having been called to 
suppress trouble on the Mexican border in June, 
1916. He did military duty there for nine months. 

After returning to Spencerville Mr. Neidhardt 
and his brother, Walter J. Neidhardt, went into 
business as road _ building contractors, with 
every prospect of doing well, but they had not 
more than completed a road to Fort Wayne when 
Lieutenant Neidhardt was recalled to military 
service, on July 14, 1917, and on reporting at 
Camp Sheridan was assigned to Company G, 
146th Ohio Infantry, the old 2nd Regiment hav- 
ing been reorganized. The regiment remained 
at Montgomery, Alabama, until the first of June, 
then moved to Camp Lee, Virginia, and from 
there were transferred to a point of embarkation, 
on June 15, 1918, setting out for France and 
landing at Brest on June 22, following. The first 
month was passed in training camps in areas 
assigned for the purpose, then the 146th moved 
to the Luneville sector for twenty days, when 
Lieutenant Neidhardt was detailed to the 2nd 
Corps School at Chatillon sur Seine, where he 
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spent a month of practice in the musket and bay- 
onet department, rejoining his regiment Septem- 
ber 22, 1918, as it was on its way to the Argonne 
Front. Of the results of that fearful drive in 
the face of enemy machine guns Americans know 
well. In many darkened homes of this land be- 
cause of it a memory only remains of the gallant 
band that so valiantly pushed forward in the face 
of almost certain death. Six days later, on Sep- 
tember 28, 1918, Lieutenant Neidhardt fell with 
his left forearm shattered. Then followed days 
of agony before Evacuation Hospital No. 114 was 
reached, for surgeons operated and then sent him 
on to Base Hospital No. 53 at Longres, where he 
was cared for for five days and then transferred to 
Base Hospital No. 120 at Royat. 

On November 20, 1918, the badly wounded offi- 
cer was considered well enough to pass on to 
make way for another unfortunate. After his 
discharge from the hospital he was ordered to the 
First Depot Division at St. Aignau-Noyers and 
assigned to the St. Aignau Casual Company, No. 
402, where he remained until December 13, when 
he left for St. Nazaire on the coast, from which 
point he set sail for home on December 22, reach- 
ing Newport News, Virginia, on January 3, 1919, 
and Spencerville four days later, on leave, and 
was honorably discharged at Camp Sherman on 
January 20, 1919. The time may come when a 
faithful record of the exploits of American sol- 
diers in France may be given to the world, but 
in the meanwhile it seems only fitting that their 
own countrymen should not prove lacking in ap- 
eacoasielt of what they did and how they suf- 
ered. 

On May 8, 1910, Lieutenant Neidhardt was 
united in marriage to Miss Mae E. Tone, a daugh- 
ter of J. F. and Hepsibah (Davis) Tone. While 
he was lying wounded in a French hospital, on 
November 1, 1918, his beloved wife passed away, 
leaving four children motherless, the youngest of 
whom he had never seen. 

After a period of recuperation and readjust- 
ment Mr. Neidhardt accepted the position of 
deputy clerk of the Board of Election of Allen 
county and served as such from June 9, 1919, 
until October 20, 1919, when he was appointed 
sealer of weights and measures by County Audi- 
tor C. R. Phillips. Politically he is a Democrat, 
but prior to his overseas service had accepted no 
political office. He belongs to the Masonic lodge 
and to the Knights of Pythias at Spencerville, in 
which city he makes his home. He is a member 
of Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Epwarp M. UmsaucH. Allen county is_ the 
home of numerous excellent citizens who have 
employed themselves in tilling the soil, and in 
this class is found Edward M. Umbaugh, of sec- 
tion 12, Amanda township, who is the proprietor 
of the valuable and attractive property known as 
Elmhurst Farm a tract of 108 acres situated on 
the Spencerville and Lima road, seven miles west 
of Lima. Mr. Umbaugh has passed his entire 
career in this county, as he was born on a farm 
in Amanda township March 31, 1874, a son of 
John and Hannah (Ridenour) Umbaugh. 

John Umbaugh was born in Carroll county, 
Ohio, November 14, 1843, and when about twenty 
years of age left the community where he had 
been reared and educated and came to Allen 
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county, settling in Amanda township, where he 
met and married Miss Ridenour, who had been 
born in this county in 1853. During his earlier 
years, when he was struggling to get a start in 
agriculture, he aided his income by teaching in 
the public schools, but later became a substan- 
tial farmer, and is now living in retirement in 
Fulton county, Indiana. He is a Democrat in 
politics and formerly served as clerk and treasurer 
of Amanda township, and belongs to the Luth- 
eran Church, the faith in which Mrs. Umbaugh 
died April 1, 1874, the day following the birth 
of her son Edward M. They had two other 
children: Sarah D., the wife of Arthur Wilkin- 
son, of Peru, Indiana, and Frank E., cashier of 
the Bank of Argas and engaged in agricultural 
pursuits in Marshall county, Indiana. 

Edward M. Umbaugh was reared in Amanda 
township, where he acquired his educational train- 
ing in the public schools and at the Lima Luth- 
eran College. He was reared in the home of his 
grandparents, Elias and Amanda Umbaugh, the 
former of whom was born in Carroll county, 
Ohio, August 14, 1821, and died July 11, 1896, and 
the latter born in Greene county, Ohio, near 
Xenia, and is living in Allen county. Grand- 
mother Umbaugh was first married to Joseph H. 
Riley, with whom she went to lowa during the 
early ’50s. During the Civil war ke enlisted’ in 
the Union army from that state and gave his life 
to his country. After having been in Iowa for 
nine years Mrs. Riley returned to Allen county. 

On November 15, 1899, Edward M. Umbaugh 
was united in marriage with Effie Eley, who was 
born in Allen county June 24, 1873, a daughter 
of C. C. and Louise Eley. Following their mar- 
riage they settled on their present farm, and here 
have continued to carry on successful operations 
in farming and cattle raising. Mr. Umbaugh has 
a good grade of cattle, sheep, hogs and horses, 
and is known as a capable farmer and a good 
judge of live stock. His business record is an 
excellent one and his standing is high as a man 
of integrity and sound principles. Mr. Umbaugh 
is a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Auglaize County Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
pany. In politics a Democrat, he has taken a 
keen interest in local affairs, and has served ca- 
pably as a member of the board of township 
trustees. Fraternally he is a valued and popular 
member of Acadia Lodge No. 306, A. F. & A. M.; 
Spencerville Chapter No. 169, R. A. M., and the 
Commandery, K. T., at Delphos. 

Mr. and Mrs. Umbaugh have no children of 
their own, but are rearing an adopted daughter. 
They are consistent members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, where Mr. Umbaugh is serving 
as a member of the Board of Trustees. 


Martin E. Monrort. Among the strong and 
influential citizens of Allen county, the record 
of whose lives have become an essential part of 
the history of this section, the gentleman whose 
name appears above has exerted a beneficial influ- 
ence throughout the community where he resides. 
His chief characteristics are keenness of percep- 
tion, a tireless energy, honesty of purpose and 
_everyday common sense, which have enabled him 
not only to advance his own interests but also 
to largely contribute to the material and moral 
advancement of the county. 
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Martin E. Monfort, a well-known retired farm- 
er living in Spencerville, was born in Amanda 
township, Allen county, on March 11, 1859, and is 
the son of James and Jane (Stull) Monfort. 
James Monfort, was born in Warren county 
Ohio, on March 20, 1832, and was reared in War- 
ren, Hamilton and Franklin counties. He came 
to Allen’ county in young manhood and settled 
in Amanda township. Here he married Jane 
Stull, who was born in Amanda township in Oc- 
tober, 1838, the daughter of Thomas Stull. After 
the marriage Mr. Monfort rented the Stull farm 
for about a year, and then bought eighty acres of 
land in Amanda township, putting into it every 
cent he had in the world. But he was strong, 
industrious and ambitious, and as time passed 
he prospered, and as he prospered he added to 
his landed possessions until eventually he became 
the owner of 345 acres of land. The first pur- 
chase was a timber tract, which incurred a vast 
amount of hard labor to put it in shape for culti- 
vation. He built a large log cabin and in 1873 
built a new residence, his death occurring there 
in 1920. He was always a hard working man, 
and managed his business affairs so as to reap 
the largest results from his efforts. From boy- 
hood he was a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church and in politics gave his support to 
the Republican party. To him and his wife were 
born four children, namely: Alice, who became 
the wife of Samuel Miller, is deceased; Margaret 
is the wife of Clarence B. Harris, of Amanda 
township; Martin E. is the subject of this sketch, 
and Gilbert is a farmer in Amanda township. 

Martin E. Monfort was reared on the paternal 
homestead in Amanda township, and attended 
the common schools of that neighborhood. He 
has always followed farming and has been emi- 
nently successful in that vocation. He is now 
retired from active participation in the operation 
of his farm and is living in Spencerville, though 
he maintains a general oversight of the farm. 
He is the owner of 208 acres of splendid land in 
Amanda township, which is highly improved and 
which is among the most productive farms of that 
locality. Mr. Monfort has been successful finan- 
cially and is also a part owner of the Citizens 
Bank of Spencerville. Politically he is a stanch 
supporter of the Republican party. He and his 
wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and he belongs to the Official Board. 

Mr. Monfort has been twice married, first, on 
March 13, 1879, to Emma Exby, the daughter of 
Tobias Exby. To this union were born three 
children, namely: Bertha, who became the wife 
of David E. Berryman; Alfred, of Amanda town- 
ship, who married Elsie Carr, and they have 
three children; and Howard of Amanda town- 
ship, who married Carrie Poling. Mrs. Emma 
Monfort died on November 6, 1917, and on No- 
vember 9, 1918, Mr. Monfort was married to 
Mrs. Alice Robinson, who was born in Preble 
county, Ohio, on June 3, 1861, the daughter of 
Dennis and Anna (Keeler) Thayer, but who cate 
to Amanda township in childhood. Here she was 
reared in the home of Calvin Harris and received 
a good education in the common schools. On 
January 1, 1890, she was married to Charles Rob- 
inson, and to their union were born two chil- 
dren, Lester, born on January 9, 1902, and now 
deceased, and Althea, born June 25, 1899, both 
children being born in Missouri. Mr. and Mrs. 
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Monfort move in the best social circles of the 
community and are most highly esteemed by 
all who know them. They give their earnest 
support to every worthy benevolent object and 
Mr. Monfort lends his influence to all enterprises 
looking to the advancement of the community 
along legitimate lines. 


Emir E. Everett. Only those who come into 
personal contact with Emmit E. Everett, of Lima, 
descendant of one of the worthy old families of 
Allen county, and one of the popular and success- 
ful attorneys of this section of the Buckeye state, 
can understand how thoroughly nature and training, 
habits of thought and action have enabled him to 
accomplish his life work and made him a fit repre- 
sentative of the profession to which he belongs. He 

is a fine type of the sturdy, conscientious, progres- 
’ sive American of today—a man who unites a high 
order of ability with patriotism, clean morality and 
sound common sense, and who stands in the front 
rank of those who represent the best thought and 
action in the locality in which he lives. 

Emmit E. Everett was born in Monroe township, 
Allen county, Ohio, on May 21, 1876, and is the son 
of Jasper and Margaret (Reeder) Everett. Both 
of his parents are also natives of Allen county, the 
father having been born in Monroe township and 
the mother in Jackson township. His paternal 
grandparents were Jacob Doty and Elizabeth (Bush) 
Everett, natives of Pennsylvania, and his maternal 
grandparents were Henry and Sarah (Hawk) 
Reeder, also natives of the Keystone state. Henry 
Reeder walked all the way from his home in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, to Allen county, Ohio, in about 
1837, blazing his way through the dense timber and 
locating in Jackson township. The Everetts came 
to this county at about the same time and settled 
in Monroe township. There Jasper Everett was 
born and reared, and after his marriage he settled 
on a farm in Monroe township, where he and his 
wife still live, at the respective ages of seventy and 
sixty-nine years. They are the parents of the fol- 
lowing children: Elzie, of Monroe township; Em- 
mit E., the subject of this sketch; Vacie, the wife 
of Charles Lamb, of Monroe township; Alzadie, 
the wife of Frank Stockler, of Monroe township; 
and Lester and Grover, both of whom also live in 
Monroe township. 

Emmit E. Everett was reared on the home farm 
and secured his elementary education in the com- 
mon schools. At the age of eighteen years he 
began to teach school, teaching two years in Mont- 
gomery county, Ohio, and one year at Eldora, 
Hardin county, Iowa. He then attended and grad- 
uated from the Lutheran College at Lima. He had 
given considerable attention to the study of law, 
and in 1905 was admitted to the bar. He entered 
the law department of the Ohio State University 
in 1903, where he was graduated in 1905, and im- 
mediately thereafter entered upon the active practice 
of his profession in Lima. He holds the following 
college degrees: Bachelor of Pedagogy, Bachelor 
of Science and Bachelor of Laws. Mr. Everett has 
been very successful in the practice, and is con- 
ceded to be one of the keénest and most sagacious 
attorneys practicing at the local bar, and has been 
employed in many of the most important cases 
tried in the courts of Allen and adjoining counties. 
From 1908 to 1916 he served as justice of the peace, 
giving general satisfaction because of the prompt- 
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ness with which he dispatched the matters coming 
before him and the impartiality and fairness of his 
decisions. 

On August 26, 1900, Mr. Everett was married to 
Gracia Crum, who was born in Tiffin, Ohio, but 
was reared in Lima. She is the daughter of Henry 
G. and Belle (Myers) Crum, both of whom were 
natives of Seneca county, Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Everett have been born two sons, Paul and William 
Howard. 

Politically Mr. Everett is an earnest supporter of 
the Democratic party, while his religious member- 
ship is with the Methodist Episcopal Church. He 
takes a deep interest in fraternal matters and is a 
member of the Free and Accepted Masons, in which 
he has filled the chairs in the Blue Lodge, the 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, the Council, and 
the Commandery of Knights Templar, and has at- 
tained to the thirty-second degree of the Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite; Lodge No. 52, Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks; Lodge No. 142, 
Knights of the Maccabees; Lodge No. 199, Loyal 
Order of Moose; and Camp No. 3290, Modern 
Woodmen of America, all at Lima. Mr. Everett 
holds a position of unequivocal confidence and es- 
teem in the community where he has labored to so 
goodly ends, ever discharging his duties, whether 
public or private, in a most conscientious manner, 
and winning the confidence and esteem of all who 
know him. 


Aaron J. Osmon is an old soldier, an honored 
veteran of the Civil war, a native of Allen county 
who has lived here nearly fourscore years, and for 
upward of a half century has discharged his duties 
as a farmer and good citizen with the same fidelity 
he displayed in fighting for the flag of the Union. 

He was born in Bath township February 16, 1844, 
but for the greater part of his life has lived in 
Perry township. His parents were Abraham and 
Charity (Tunget) Osmon. Both the Osmon and 
Tunget families were identified with the early 
pioneer period in Allen county, coming here when 
all was a wilderness nearly ninety years ago. His 
grandfather, Berzelia Osmon, served as a soldier in 
the War of 1812, and his grandfather Tunget was 
also in that war. Berzelia Osmon came with wagons 
and teams to Warren county, Ohio, in 1830, and 
in the following year moved to Allen county, set- 
tling in Bath township, where he entered a tract 
of timbered land. The Tunget family arrived in 
1832 and were also settlers on Government land 
in Bath township. Only two houses stood in the 
village of Lima when Berzelia Osmon reached the 
county. He lived to improve a large part of his 
hundred sixty acres of wooded land, and died an 
honored and respected pioneer in Lima at the age 
of. eighty-five. He was the father of eleven chil- 
dren. Abraham Osmon was a young man when 
he came to Allen county and entered forty acres 
where the East Lima reservoir is now located. He 
subsequently entered eighty acres in Bath township, 
improved a farm and lived there until his death on 
December 15, 1852, at the age of forty-eight. His 
widow survived him until June 28, 1877. A brief 
record of their children is as follows: John J., 
who died at the age of seven years; Mary E., who 
died on her eighty-seventh birthday February 22, 
1920, married for her first husband Levi Spyker, 
who died while a Union soldier in Andersonville 
prison, and her second husband was Joseph Bressler ; 
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William C., who was a Union soldier in the 83rd 
Ohio Infantry and died in 1902; Martha J., who 
died in the spring of 1917, the wife of J. H. Atmur; 
Elizabeth A., who died in infancy; Francis M., who 
became a member of the 32nd Ohio Infantry and 
died in 1862 at Petersburg, Virginia; Aaron J.; 
George R., of East High street, Lima; Harrison H.., 
who died in childhood; and Lewis L., of Perry 
township. 

Aaron J. Osmon grew up on his father’s farm, 
had a common school education, and was about 
seventeen years of age when the Civil war broke 
out. He remained at home while some of his older 
brothers entered the service, but in May, 1864, he 
enlisted in Company F of the 15lst Ohio Infantry, 
for a hundred days’ service. Later he was in the 
192nd Ohio Regiment. He was one of the twenty 
single men and six married men who enlisted from 
Special School District No. 1 in Perry township, 
Allen county. This school district was well repre- 
sented in the Union army, especially by the mem- 
bers of one family, Wyre Champion, who with his 
five sons all went out from this district of Perry 
township to fight for the Union and two of the 
Champion boys died in the army. Mr. Osmon dur- 
ing his service as a soldier was stationed at Fort 
Beards, Fort Sumner, Fort Stevens, Fort Reno and 
Rockville, and received his honorable discharge in 
August, 1865. In the meantime, in 1864, he had 
bought a small place of sixteen acres, and after 
his release from the army he began farming that. 
Subsequently he bought other land, and he and 
his wife together now own a valuable farm of two 
hundred forty-eight acres in Perry township. It 
is all under cultivation except twenty acres of tim- 
ber. Mr. Osmon personally performed the labors 
that were involved in the improvement of this land, 
including ditching and fencing, the reconstruction 
of the buildings and the erection of a commodious 
new home. Since 1904 he has lived practically re- 
tired, renting his farm to his son. 

December 20, 1866, fifty-four years ago, Mr. Os- 
mon married Amanda Augusta Hungerford. She 
was born in Cuyahoga county, Ohio, daughter of 
Asa and Mary Angeline (Bond) Hungerford. Her 
father was born at Frankfort, Herkimer county, 
New York, and her mother at Middlebury, Addison 
county, Vermont. The paternal grandparents were 
Asa and Phoebe (Wood) Hungerford, natives of 
Vermont. Her maternal grandparents were Elijah 
and Catherine (Whipple) Bond, natives of Vermont, 
who on coming to Ohio first settled in Cuyahoga 
county and afterward in Allen county. Elijah Bond 
reached Allen county in 1841, and the first year 
rented land for farming purposes including the 
present site of the Woodlawn Cemetery at Lima. He 
‘then bought a hundred twenty acre farm in Perry 
township and moved to it in 1842. In 1871 he 
moved out to Lisbon, Indiana, and died in 1876, his 
wife passing away in 1880. Mrs. Osmon attended 
the common schools at Independence, Ohio, and 
was a successful teacher for five years. She is a 
member of the Methodist Protestant Church. Mr. 
and Mrs. Osmon had the following children: Fran- 
cis Hill, born December 19, 1867, and died October 
1, 1916; Martha Ellen, born July 14, 1869, wife of 
J. Lindsley Foote, of Brooklvn Heights, Ohio; Wil- 
liam Herbert, born March 26, 1871, a resident of 
Perry township; Emma Lenore, born June 1, 187%, 
wife of Albertus Blair, of Lima; Lewis Hungerford, 
born February 15, 1875, a resident of Haskill, Okla- 
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homa; Alton Lawrence, born April 2, 1876, who 
lives in Lima; Royal Edwin, born November 8, 1878, 
was a soldier in the World war, in the 10th U. S. 
Regulars, and he is also in Lima; Charity Augusta, 
born January 23, 1881, died October 15, 1899; Asa 
H., a twin brother of Charity A., now connected 
with the Lima postofice; Ralph Waldo, born July 
26, 1884, who has charge of a portion of the old 
homestead; and an infant daughter born April 25 
and died May 5, 1885. Harold Blair, a grandson, 
is also a veteran of the World war. 

Mr. Osmon is a Republican in political affiliations. 
He served one term as a county commissioner. He 
is a member of the Lodge No. 581; I. O. O. F. He 
was at one time commander of Westminster Post of 
the G. A. R., and after that post was abandoned 
became a member of Post No. 202 at Lima. He is 
a member of Auglaize Grange No. 347, Patrons of 
Husbandry, and all the relations of a long life 
have been such as distinguish him as one of the 
best citizens of Allen county. 


GeorcE HeNry ALLEMEIER, Owner of a sixty-acre 
farm in American township, is one of the prosper- 
ous agriculturalists of Allen county, and a man 
who stands well in public esteem. He was born in 
Jackson township, Putnam county, Ohio, April 30, 
1871, a son of Frederick and Elizabeth (Seiglar) 
Allemeier, and grandson of Henry Allemeier, both 
of whom were born in Germany, from whence they 
came to the United States and settled in Jackson 
township of Putnam county, Ohio, on land which 
was unbroken. They cleared a valuable farm, and 
worked on the Cincinnati and Toledo canal, in this 
way making some money. Both grandparents died 
in Putnam county. Frederick Allemeier also died 
on the old Putnam county farm, but his wife died 
in Allen county. They had seven children, of whom 
George Henry was the second in order of birth. 

Up to the time he was thirteen years old George 
Henry Allemeier attended the country schools a 
few months during the winter, but after that had 
to put in all of his time on the farm. He remained 
at home until he was twenty-three years old, and 
then, in 1894, he was married to Mary Blunk, a 
daughter of Frederick and Katherine (Ulrich) 
Blunk, of Putnam county, and they became the 
parents] of five children, namely: Norman F.; Ar- 
nold John; Pearl Catherine, now Mrs. Carl Kling- 
ler, of Allen county, and has a daughter, Catherine; 
and Lucinda Henrietta and Lola Marie, both of 
whom are at home. 

After his marriage Mr. Allemeier rented the home 
farm of 120 acres for three years, when he bought 
sixty acres of woodland in Washington township, 
cleared it and lived on it for nine years. He then 
sold this farm and moved to Putnam county where 
he bought’ seventy-nine and one-half acres and 
farmed it for seven years. Once more he sold, and 
then, coming to Allen county, bought his present 
farm in American township, where he has since 
been engaged in general farming. On account of 
ill health he has turned the responsibility of man- 
agement over to others, but keeps himself occupied. 
He is a stockholder of the Equity Exchange Ele- 
vator of Elida, Ohio, and also of the Co-operative 
East Town Threshing Company. Mr. Allemeier is 
independent in his political views. The Zion Luth- 
eran Church of Lima holds his membershin and 
receives his contributions. All his life he has been 
a hard worker, and has known how to make his 
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efforts count for much, so that today he is a man 
of ample means. At the same time he has gained 
the respect of his associates, and stands exceedingly 
well in his neighborhood. 


RatpH F. Armstronc. Within recent years the 
handling of automobiles and their accessories, to- 
gether with the carrying on of a general repair 
business, have assumed large proportions and are 
attracting the attention and enlisting the capabilities 
of some of the most alert young men of the coun- 
try, especially those who have had a practical train- 
ing as machinists, and among them is the firm of 
Armstrong Brothers. Ralph F. Armstrong, who 
was the senior member of this firm until his death 
October 21, 1920, was born at Lima, Ohio, July 13, 
1887, a son of W. W. and Josephine (Makley) 
Armstrong. The Armstrongs are of English stock, 
the originators of the family in the New World 
settling in New England, from whence they later 
spread to other parts of the country. The grand- 
father established the family in Ohio, and at Fort 
Wayne, at a time when that present flourishing 
city was only a railroad crossing. During the war 
between the states he gave his sympathies and 
services to the Union. He and his wife became the 
parents of eighteen children, and W. W. Armstrong 
was one of the younger members of the family. 
All of his life a railroad man, W. W. Armstrong 
met his death in an accident at Ellwood, Indiana, 
while he was working for the Lake Erie Railroad. 
At that time his son Ralph F. was only sixteen 
years old. His widow survives him and is making 
her home at Lima. She and her husband had four 
children, of whom Ralph F. Armstrong was the 
second in order of birth. 

At the time of his father’s death Ralph F. Arm- 
strong was attending the public schools of Lima, 
but his mother then needing his assistance, he re- 
linquished his ambition of securing further educa- 
tional training and became a delivery boy for a 
grocery store at Lima, and worked as such until 
the opportunity arose for his beginning an appren- 
ticeship to the trade of a machinist with the C. M. 
& D. Railroad Shops, and he remained in them for 
five years, and for the last two years he was a 
journeyman machinist. For the subsequent two 
and one-half years he worked for O. L. De Weese, 
of Lima, as auto mechanic. It was then that he 
and his brother Clyde L. Armstrong founded the 
Armstrong Garage Company on North Main 
street, but six months later they came to the present 
address, 112-114 North Elizabeth street, right 
downtown in the best business district. Here these 
young men built up a large and constantly increas- 
ing trade and the firm is recognized as being one 


of the leading concerns of this kind in the coun-. 


try. .\ general repair business in automobiles is 
carried on, and a full and varied stock of supplies 
of all kinds is on hand. 

In 1910 Ralph F. Armstrong was married to Miss 
Mabel Johnson, a daughter of Shaw and Viola 
(Wood) Johnson, of Lima, Ohio. There is one 
daughter, Marcile Pearl. In his political convic- 
tions Mr. Armstrong was a Republican. Both the 
Elks and Moose had in him an enthusiastic mem- 
ber. Cavalry Reformed Church afforded him a 
medium for the expression of his religious faith. 
As a skilled mechanic Mr. Armstrong had few 
equals. As a citizen he proved his worth to Lima, 
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and as this city was the city of his nativity he 
was naturally especially interested in its advance- 
ment along all lines, and ready and willing to do 
his share to bring all of this about. 


Harotp CUNNINGHAM, one of the Advisory Board 
for this history of Allen County, is an old resident 
of Lima himself, and grandson of one of the very 
earliest settlers of that town. His grandfather was 
Dr. William Cunningham, who reached Lima Janu- 
ary 15, 1831, and was at the time the fifth inhabitant 
of the town. He had brought his family to the little 
rae from Apple Creek in Wayne County, 

hio. 

Harold Cunningham was born at Lima July 1, 
1858, son of Theodore Ewalt and Elizabeth Sarah 
(Hyatt) Cunningham, the former a native of Allen 
County and the latter of Knox County, Ohio. They 
were married in Knox County in 1853, and they 
traveled to Lima by the only available means of pas- 
senger transport, a hack. Theodore E. Cunningham 
was one year of age when his parents located at 
Lima. He was editor of the Lima Argus during the 
early ’50s, was admitted to the bar, and became a 
prominent Ohio lawyer. He was appointed one of 
the first members of the Ohio Pardon Board by 
Governor Foraker, and served as a member of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1872. 

Harold Cunningham graduated from the Lima 
High School in 1877 and subsequently received his 
diploma from the School of Pharmacy of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. For three years he was a drug- 
gist’s clerk and in May, 1887, established the Cun- 
ningham pharmacy, a business he continued with 
growing patronage and increasing facilities for 
thirty-three years at the same location. He sold out 
and retired in December, 1919, being at that date 
recognized as the oldest merchant from point of 
continuous service at one location in the city. 

Mr. Cunningham at different times has taken an 
active interest and part in various organizations. He 
is a director of the old National Bank. He served 
five years in the Eleventh Regiment Ohio National 
Guard as color sergeant, being discharged by Gover- 
nor Foster. He was also a charter member of 
Melancthon Light Guard at Lima, which was organ- 
ized by Gen. L. M. Meiley, adjutant general of Ohio 
under Governor Bishop. In 1891 he was president 
of the City Council of Lima. That year is 
memorable in the history of municipal improvements 
because Mr. Cunningham then circulated the peti- 
tion for and had legislation passed permitting the 
first permanent paving in the city. The pavement 
was laid on the public square, being completed after 
two years involving much delay and discussion. 
Mr. Cunningham is a Democrat, a member of the 
Knights of Pythias, belongs to the Country Club 
and the Presbyterian Church. : 

February 2. 1891, at Toledo, Ohio, he married 
Miss Jennie Potter, daughter of George and Nancy 
Potter. 


Tuomas H. BowpbLeE was born in Allen County 
eighty years ago, was one of the volunteers from this 
county in the Union army, serving and fighting all 
the way from Shiloh until the Grand Review, and 
for half a century discharged full well the respon- 
sibilities of an industrious farmer and a_ public 
spirited citizen of his community in Perry Township. 

Mr. Bowdle was born in Wayne Township of 
Allen County January 11, 1841, son of Jesse L. and 
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Elizabeth (McCoy) Bowdle, his father a native of 
Ross County, Ohio, and his mother of Greenbrier 
County, in what is now West Virginia. The paternal 
grandparents were Joseph and Lucretia (Brown) 
Bowdle, the former a native of Maryland and the 
latter of Delaware. They were married in southern 
Ohio. The maternal grandparents were Andrew and 
Sarah (Ocletree) McCoy, natives of Virginia, who 
came at an early day to Fayette County, Ohio, and 
subsequently moved to Auglaize Township of Alien 
County. Jesse L. Bowdle after his marriage settled 
in Wayne Township, then a part of Allen County but 
now in Auglaize County. On December 2, 1852, the 
parents moved to another farm in sections 35 and 25 
of Perry Township. Jesse Bowdle owned 198 acres 
there, mostly timber, with a log cabin home, and 
many of those acres he cleared up with the assistance 
of his son Thomas. Jesse Bowdle died in 1892, an 
honored pioneer, and his widow was living with her 
son Thomas when she died in May, 1907. Her chil- 
dren were: Miriam, widow of Andrew Ice, living in 
Auglaize Township; Thomas H.; Sarah, deceased; 
Ann, living in Perry Township, widow of Andrew 
J. Chapman; Elmira, widow of George Beach, living 
at Frankfort, Indiana; and Freeman A., whose home 
is at 717 West Market street in Lima. 


Thomas H. Bowdle studied his first lessons in a’ 


log cabin school, and he learned to do the work of a 
farm when there were practically no modern imple- 
ments and appliances. He was not yet twenty-one 
when he answered the summons to preserve the 
Union, and enlisted September 10, 1861, in Company 
D of the Fifty-Fourth Ohio Infantry. He was 
trained in Camp Dennison and on February 10, 1862, 
went to the front. Most of his service was under 
Gen. W. T. Sherman. He was at the battle of 
Shiloh, and altogether was a participant in twenty- 
two major actions of the war. He was with Sher- 
man on the march to the sea, went up through the 
Carolinas, and was in the Grand Review at Wash- 
ington at the close of the war. He received his 
honorable discharge at Little Rock, Arkansas, August 
16, 1865, nearly four years after his enlistment. He 
was always deeply interested in his old comrades of 
the war, is a member of Musser Post No. 329, Grand 
Army of the Republic, at Waynesfield, Ohio, and has 
served as chaplain of his post since 1917. 

The war over, he returned to the home farm, and 
on November 25, 1866, married Martha E. Crabb. 
She was born in Darby Township, Pickaway County, 
Ohio, a daughter of Washington and Sarah (Dick) 
Crabb, both natives of the same county. After his 
marriage Mr. Bowdle moved to a partly cleared farm 
of eighty acres. It contained a small three-room 
house. Half a century has effected many changes 
through his labor and enterprise. The farm has 
one of the more modern and commodious country 
homes, there are many other farm buildings, and all 
the land has been put in cultivation except eighty 
acres of wood pasture. Mr. Bowdle continued the 
tasks of general farming until the fall of 1916, and 
for the past four years the farm has been rented 
to his son Merle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bowdle were happily married just 
‘half a century. Mrs. Bowdle died January 10, 1916. 
They were the parents of four children: Alma C., 
widow of Ross Sidener, living in Hardin County, 
Ohio; Jesse A., who is cashier of the Farmers Com- 
mercial Bank of Waynesfield in Auglaize County; 
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Lenore, Mrs. James Schooler of Perry Township; 
and Merle, on the home place. Mr. Bowdle is a 
republican in politics. For eleven years he was a 
director of his home school district. 


WittramM Aaron Mowery. For many years 
William Aaron Mowery was engaged in operating 
his valuable farm in Shawnee Township, but for the 
past fifteen years has rented his land and lived in 
practical retirement, having during the time he was 
actively employed accumulated a sufficient com- 
petency to justify his taking things easier. He was 
born in Auglaize County, Ohio, July 31, 1853, a son 
of Amos and Catherine (Meffley) Mowery, natives 
of Pickaway County, Ohio. Jacob and Catherine 
Mowery, the paternal grandparents, were born in 
Germany, but came to the United States, and after 
a stay in Pickaway County, Ohio, moved to Allen 
County, making the trip on horseback. Peter and 
Mary (Dotson) Meffley, natives of Germany, first 
lived in Pickaway County, Ohio, but came to Allen 
County at an early day. 

Amos Mowery was born January 20, 1833, a son of 
Jacob and Catherine (Stapleton) Mowery, who came 
to Shawnee Township in 1854. They had seventeen 
children, all of whom reached maturity with the 
exception of one who died in infancy. On October 
10, 1852, Amos Mowery and Catherine Meffley were 
married. Her parents had settled in Shawnee Town- 
ship in 1843, and there her father carried on tailor- 
ing until his death, which occurred in 1849. 

When he was eight years old William Aaron 
Mowery was brought to Shawnee Township by his 
parents, and here he was reared on the farm they 
bought, and on which they lived until claimed by 
death. Their children were as follows: William 
Aaron, who was the eldest born; Mary Alice, who is 
Mrs. M. P. Myers of Kansas City, Missouri; Sarah 
L., who is Mrs. L. A. Boysel of Cridersville, Auglaize 
County, Ohio; and Ella, who is Mrs. George A. 
Baker of Delaware, Ohio. 

On November 1, 1899, Mr. Mowery was united 
in marriage with Jennie Myers, who was born in 
Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, March 6, 1867, 
a daughter of Solomon E. and Hettie (Shrum) 
Myers, the former born September 18, 1838, and the 
latter in 1840, and both being natives of Pennsyl- 
vania. Mrs. Hettie Myers died April 18, 1891. After 
his marriage Mr. Mowery settled on the homestead 
of his father, which comprised eighty acres, and he 
bought out the interests of the others heirs to this 
property. On this farm he has erected up-to-date 
buildings and made other improvements, thus increas- 
ing the value very materially. Here he was engaged 
in carrying on general farming until 1905, when he 
retired. He also owns twenty acres and forty-three 
and one-half acres in two pieces, all of his land being 
in Shawnee Township. Mr. and Mrs. Mowery 
became the parents of one daughter, Evalyn M., who 
was born May 19, 1902. Both Mr, and Mrs. Mowery 
were educated in the district schools and Mr. Mowery 
has always been a friend of the public school sys- 
tem, serving very capably as a school director of his 
district for some years. His political convictions 
make him a democrat, and he lives up to his beliefs. 
The farm owned by Mr. Mowery is known as “The 
Happy Creek Farm,” and is regarded as one of the 
best cultivated and improved rural properties in this 
part of the county. Both he and his wife stand very 
high in their neighborhood, and are people of fine 
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character and are ‘always to be found in the foremost 
ranks of local enterprises. 


Henry Herner. It is ninety years since the 
Hefners came to Allen County and set themselves 
to the task of clearing, improving and homebuilding. 
Three or four generations of the family have con- 
tributed their energies to the good citizenship of the 
county, and representing the third generation is 
Mr. Henry Hefner, owner of one of the high-class 
farms of Perry Township. 

Mr. Hefner was born in Bath Township of Allen 
County June 9, 1866, a son of Amos and Mary 
(Galispie) Hefner. The Galispie family were also 
settlers in Allen County during the early ’30s. Henry 
Hefner’s grandparents, David and Fannie (Fred- 
ericks ) Hefner, were natives of Pennsylvania, and 
came with wagon and team across the country in 
1830 to Allen County. They first located in Auglaize 
Township, but soon entered a tract of land in sec- 
tion 1 of Perry Township. David Hefner was a man 
of great energy, and his personal labors were effec- 
tive in clearing up a large portion of his land in 
Perry Township. He lived there many years, subse- 
quently bought a farm, including the site of the 
Lima Locomotive Works, lived for several years in 
Lima, and later built a fine house in section 1 of 
Perry Township where he spent his last days. Amos 
Hefner was a child when brought to Allen County 
from Pennsylvania, and after his marriage he set- 
tled on a 140-acre farm in Bath Township, in section 
36. He was one of the prominent farmers and citi- 
zens of the township, and lived there until his death 
on August 20, 1900. His wife died August 21, 1897. 
Their children were: Jennie, deceased; Daniel of 
Bath Township; Fannie, Mrs. William Bechtol of 
Toledo; William of St. Louis, Missouri; Nancy, 
deceased; Henry; Clara, Mrs. Sumner Mason of 
Lima; and Allen, who lives in Lima. 

Henry Hefner grew up on the home farm and 
attended the district schools. In August, 1888, at the 
age of twenty-two, he married Hannah Highline, a 
native of Hancock County, Ohio, and daughter of 
Edward and Catherine (Helfer) Highline. After his 
marriage Mr. Hefner lived with his parents during 
the remainder of their lives, carried on the opera- 
tions of the home farm, and about twenty years ago 
came to Perry Township and has since occupied his 
farm of 157 acres in section 1 Here he ha busied 
himself with general farming and stock raising, and 
has all his land under cultivation except thirty acres 
of wood pasture. The farm has a complete equip- 
ment of up-to-date buildings and all this construction 
work has been done since Mr. Hefner acquired the 
farm. 

He is an active member and trustee of the Chris- 
tian Church and votes as a democrat. The oldest of 
his children is Bessie, wife of R. W. Osman of Perry 
Township. The next in age, Edward, was one of 
Allen County’s boys who went overseas during the 
World war and never came back. He was a member 
of the Engineer Corps, and died in France October 
10, 1918. The third of the family is Hattie, Mrs. 
Walter Swaney, of Lima. The younger children are 
Bert, John, who lives at Lima and also a soldier of 
the World war, Arthur, Laura, Charles, Roy and 
Gilbert, all at home. Henry Otis died at the age 
of three years. 


Jacop Lewis Fetter is one of the capable young 
farm managers of Allen County, and has made his 
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efforts count in a high degree of productiveness since 
he has been handling his father’s extensive farming 
interests. 

He was born in Bath Township August 9, 1890, son 
of Jacob E. and Martha (Swain) Fetter. His father 
was a native of Bath Township, while his mother 
was born in Michigan and died June 26, 1900. 

Jacob Lewis Fetter had a good education, was well 
trained for farming under his father, and after his 
marriage six years ago moved to one of his father’s 
farms near the old homestead. September 20, 1918, 
he moved to another farm of 120 acres in section 36 
of Bath Township. He lives there, carries on an 
extensive program as a general farmer, and though 
only thirty years of age is regarded as one of the 
most progressive men in this rich agricultural dis- 
trict. Mr. Fetter is a member of the Christian 
Church and a democratic voter. 

February 15, 1914, he married Muriel Rydman, 
who was born in Shawnee Township of this county, 
daughter of Clarence Rydman, also a native of Allen 
County. Mr. and Mrs. Fetter have one daughter, 
Elnora Rydman Fetter, born June 11, 1915. 


WILLIAM ALBERT Harpesty is a Perry Township 
citizen who has always gone in for good farming, 
but in addition to keeping up the productive end of 
his business has likewise identified himself with com- 
munity affairs, in whch he has played a sustaining 
part. 

Mr. Hardesty represents one of the old and hon- 
ored family names of Allen County. He was born 
in Perry Township December 19, 1872, son of Joshua 
and Sarah J. (Comestock) Hardesty. His father 
was born in Greene County, Ohio, son of Steven 
and Nancy (Ellis) Hardesty, natives of the same 


county. Steven Hardesty came at an early day to 
Allen County. Sarah J. Comestock was born at 
Lima, where her parents, Charles and Philena 


(Bond) Comestock, were early settlers. Joshua 
Hardesty after his marriage settled on the old farm 
of his father in section 12 of Perry Township, and 
much of the land in that section has been farmed 
by the Hardestys for more than half a century. 
Joshua Hardesty and wife lived out their lives in that 
community, where he died September 30, 1910, and 
his wife in January, 1912. They had a family of 
seven children: Clora, Mrs. H. W. McCoy of Union 
Township, Van Wert County; Leola, Mrs. J. A. 
McDonel of Perry Township; William Albert; Min- 
nie, who died at the age of eighteen months; Lena 
M., wife of A. T. Richards of Bath Township; 
Edna, Mrs. R. W. McPherson of Trumbull County, 
Ohio; and Charles Walter, who also lives in Trum- 
bull County. . 

William Albert Hardesty was educated with his 
brothers and sisters in the district school near the 
home farm and from an early age he acquainted 
himself with the duties of an agriculturist. On 
February 27, 1895, at the age of twenty-three, he 
married Jessie Tapscott. Mrs. Hardesty was born 
in Perry Township December 15, 1874, daughter of 
Joseph and Elizabeth A. (Crossley) Tapscott, natives 
of the same locality. For a year after his marriage 
Mr. Hardesty lived on the home farm, then spent a 
year in Auglaize Township, and after returning to 
the homestead bought a few acres of his own and 
improved it with a good house and barn. He farmed 
most of the acres of the home place and after the 
death of his father he acquired that property of 110 
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acres. Since then he has sold twelve acres, but still 
retains the remainder and has made it a very valuable 
property. i 

Mrs. Hardesty has a happy household of nine 
children, the oldest twenty-four and the youngest 
six. Their names and dates of birth are: Grace L., 
April 28, 1896; Edith E., July 27, 1898; Joseph J., 
September 24, 1900; Floyd E., September 1, 1903; 
Letha O., August 1f, 1905; Minerva A., December 
29, 1907; Laura V., November 3, 1909; Byron T., 
February 20, 1912; and Elizabeth J., October 10, 
1914. For many years Mr. Hardesty has been an 
active member of the Perry Chapel Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and his wife and children all join 
him in that relationship. The Hardestry do much to 
keep up this church. Mr. Hardesty served as its 
trustee about nine years, is treasurer of the Sunday 
school, while Mrs. Hardesty is president of the 
Ladies’ Aid Society, and their daughter Grace is 
steward and a teacher in the Sunday school and 
superintendent of the cradle roll and treasurer of 
the Centenary Fund. The daughter Edith is secre- 
tary of the Sunday school, Minerva is assistant 
librarian and Letha is assistant pianist. Mr. Har- 
desty also served one term as township trustee, and 
in politics is a republican. Joseph J., the eldest son, 
married Ola I. Motter October 12, 1920. The other 
children are all at home. 


CorNELIUS RIDENOUR is one of the honored old- 
time citizens and home makers of Allen County, has 
spent all his life in Perry Township, and is still 
living on the homestead which his labors and efforts 
reclaimed from the woods. 

He was born in Perry Township December 17, 
1843, son of John and Lydia (Ridenour) Ridenour. 
His mother was born in Fairfield County, Ohio, 
daughter of Michael and Hannah (Shots) Ridenour, 
natives of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, 
Michael Ridenour being a son of John and Christine 
Ridenour. Michael Ridenour was born August 4, 
1784 and was a soldier in the War of 1812. In the 
fall of 1831 he moved with his family to Allen 
County and entered Government land in section 2 of 
Sugar Creek Township, and lived there until his 
death on July 19, 1839. He had a family of eleven 
children and his daughter Lydia was born July 18, 
1813, and died April 20, 1864. John Ridenour, father 
of Cornelius, was born in Perry County, son of John 
and Hannah (Spoon) Ridenour. He died April 25, 
1855. John Ridenour and wife after their marriage 
settled on land his father had entered from the Goy- 
ernment in section 6 of Perry Township and was an 
industrious farmer there the rest of his days. His 
children were: Sarah, deceased; Cornelius; Amelia, 
Mrs. Christ Lehman of Shawnee Township; Isabel, 
widow of Wilson Winters of Delphos, Ohio; Wil- 
liam, deceased; Mathias Henry of Lima; and Mahala, 
Mrs. John Tailor of American Township. 

Cornelius Ridenour grew up on the farm and 
attended a district school. He was only twelve years 
old when his father died and he lived with his mother 
until her death in 1864. On December 10, 1868, he 
married Nancy Bowman, who was born in Wayne 
County, Ohio, November 8, 1835, daughter of Samuel 
and Sarah ‘(Garretson) Bowman, natives of 
Pennsylvania. 

After his marriage Mr. Ridenour remained on the 
old homestead for three years and then bought forty 
acres in section 9 of Perry Township. Only two 
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acres of this land has been cleared from the woods, 
and on this clearing he built his first home. In that 
one locality he has in recent years been able to wit- 
ness the fruits of his long continued industry, and 
he was active as a farmer until 1918, since which year 
he has rented out his land. He served two terms as 
township trustee, is a democrat in: politics, and a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Mr. Ridenour has two children: Nettie, Mrs. Frank 
Cummings, of Lima; and Samuel B., of Lima. 


Watpo Francts Lackey has accomplished a great 
deal for a man of his years, is rated as one of the 
progressive and prosperous young farmers of Bath 
Township, and for the past two years has operated 
a farm of his own of eighty acres on Lima rural 
route No. 8. 

Mr. Lackey was born in Monroe Township of 
Allen County September 28, 1896, son of Henry F. 
and Sarah (Martz) Lackey. His grandfather, Wil- 
liam Lackey, came from Tuscarawus County, Ohio, 
when a young man to Allen County. He had mar- 
ried in his home county of Tuscarawas and reared 
a family of six children. The youngest was Henry 
F, Lackey, who has spent his active life as a farmer. 
Waldo Francis Lackey is the sixth in a family of 
nine children. 

He acquired his early education in Monroe Town- 
ship, attending the Prairie school four years and the 
Cook school six years. At the age of sixteen he 
began doing regular work on his father’s farm, and 
helped operate that place of 120 acres four years, 
gaining thereby valuable experience and training to 
fit him for his independent work. 

In 1916, at the age of twenty, he married Miss Lou 
B. Freet, daughter of Benjamin and Diana (Miller) 
Freet of Monroe Township. They have one son, 
Francis Donald. born in 1917. Mr. Lackey after his 
marriage rented a ninety-six acre farm in Monroe 
Township one year, the second year lived on a rented 
farm of 100 acres in Bath Township, and in the 
spring of 1919 purchased and moved to his present 
place of eighty acres. He is a member of the Bethel 
Grove Methodist Church, and in _ politics is 
independent. 


ARTHUR C. RouscuULP is a merchant and business 
man, has had a continuous mercantile experience for 
thirty years, beginning in boyhood, and for a long 
time has been proprietor of a busy country store in 
Perry Township on rural route No. 6 out of Lima. 

Mr. Rousculp was born near Glenford in Perry 
County, Ohio, December 12, 1873, son of Philip 
Melancthon and Martha (Meckling) Rousculp. His 
father was born in Perry County, Ohio, a son of 
Jacob and Eliza (Brocious) Rousculp, natives of 
Pennsylvania, who were early settlers in Perry 
County. 

Arthur C, Rousculp was educated in the public 
schools of Perry Township in Allen County, whither 
his parents removed when he was a child. On 
December 22, 1891, at the age of eighteen, he became 
associated with his father in the mercantile business. 
At the death of his father on October 19, 1894, he 
and his brother Charles continued the enterprise, but 
in January, 1897, dissolved partnership. Mr. Arthur 
Rousculp then built a business structure in section 
29 of Perry Township, and since January 12, 1897, 
has been proprietor of a general store which largely 
meets and serves all the demands of an extended 
patronage in that section of Allen County. 
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Mr. Rousculp is a republican, and for four years 
was a member of the local School Board and has 
responded to all the demands of civic duty and 
patriotism. Mrs. Rousculp is a member of the Dis- 
ciples Church and of the Aid Society. 

September 20, 1902, Mr. Rousculp married Mary 
Winona Scott, who was born in Perry County, Ohio, 
April 12, 1880, daughter of Winfield and Jennie 
(Burns) Scott. Her father was a native of Carroll 
County and her mother of Perry Township, Allen 
County. Mrs. Rousculp’s paternal grandparents were 
Thomas and Elizabeth (Harris) Scott, natives of 
Carroll County, while her maternal grandparents 
were Hiram and Emma (Ulery) Burns, both born in 
Perry Township of Allen County. Mr. and Mrs. 
Rousculp have two children: Avis Juanita, born 
April 17, 1908, and Winfield Melancthon,. born 
May 10, 1914. 


ELMER Ear ty is a stock farmer, a very progressive 
young man, and has made his home in Bath Town- 
ship a source of production for some of the high- 
class cattle and hogs in this section of Ohio. 

Mr. Early, who was born May 29, 1881, has never 
called any other place home but the farm on which 
he was born. He is a son of Jacob B. and Mary 
(Miller) Early and is of German ancestry. He is 
the third of the four children of his parents. Up to 
the age of twenty he attended winter terms of the 
Sugar Creek country schools, and at the same time 
learned agriculture under the supervision of his 
father. When his father retired he took over the 
farm. His parents now live at Beaver Dam. 

In 1911 Mr. Early married May St. John, daughter 
of William and Elizabeth (Landis) St. John, of 
Michigan. Four children were born to their mar- 
riage: Ruth Elizabeth, William Arthur, Thelma May 
and Howard Leroy. The son William A. died in 
July, 1919, at the age of three years. For more than 
ten years Mr. Early has had the management of his 
farm of 160 acres. He makes a specialty of raising 
Shorthorn blooded cattle and prize winning Duroc 
hogs, having usually between forty and fifty Durocs 
on the farm all the time. Much of his high-class 
stock is shipped to special customers all over the 
country. He is a member of the Farmers Co-opera- 
tive Threshing Company and is a republican in 
politics. 


Joun Kirttey Bannister, D. D. S. For almost 
twenty years Dr. John Kirtley Bannister has been 
engaged in the practice of dental surgery at Lima, 
and few men of his profession in the state are held in 
higher esteem. During this time he has seen his pro- 
fession advance step by step in the field of science 
and, keeping fully abreast of the times, understands 
why modern dentistry now stands in the front rank 
of remedial medicine. 

John Kirtley Bannister was born in Grant County, 
Kentucky, September 22, 1875, and is a son of E. N. 
and Martha J. (Sayers) Bannister, natives of Ken- 
ton County, Kentucky, where his father yet resides. 
The mother of Doctor Bannister died at Lexington, 
Kentucky, in December, 1917. The Bannister fam- 
ily is an old and substantial one in the State of Ken- 
tucky, coming from Virginia many years ago. 

Doctor Mannister enjoyed educational advantages 
in boyhood and youth, and after completing the com- 
mon school course entered the Kentucky State Uni- 
versity at Lexington, and subsequently the Ohio 
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College of Dental Surgery at Cincinnati, from which 
latter institution he was graduated in 1898. He 
entered into practice at Cincinnati and continuéd 
there for two years. In 1901 he came to Lima and 
established himself in the Opera House Block, where 
he has maintained his offices ever since. Doctor Ban- 
nister not only has had long professional experience, 
but, as indicated above, has continued to be an 
enthusiastic student of dental science, and in the 
interest of his patients has taken advantage of every 
new discovery of which his own judgment approves. 
He has a fine library and a thoroughly equipped 
laboratory. He numbers among his patients a large 
proportion of the leading people of Lima. 

On December 19, 1900, Doctor Bannister was 
united in marriage to Miss Willie Chambers, who 
was born at Warsaw, Kentucky, and is a daughter 
of Turpin and Sallie (Bond) Chambers, prominent 
people of that section. Dr. and Mrs. Bannister 
have two children, namely: Turpin C., who was born 
October 1, 1904; and William K., who was born 
June 24, 1910. Doctor Bannister and his family 
belong to the First Baptist Church at Lima and are 
active in its many avenues of usefulness, the doctor 
being on its official board. While never particularly 
active in the political field, and too closely engaged 
in professional work to ever accept any political hon- 
ors, Doctor Bannister was reared in a strong demo- 
cratic family and section and still preserves his faith 
and affection for the old party. He is a thirty-second 
degree Mason and belongs to the National, State 
and Northwestern Dental societies. 


GLen C. Wess. Active, prominent and influential 
not only in the business life of Lima but in the 
fraternal, social and political circles of the city, 
Glen C. Webb is eminently worthy of representation 
in a work of this character, his connection with bond- 
ing and insurance having brought him in contact with 
people in all parts of Allen and surrounding coun- 
ties. A son of Oren W. and Etna Jane (Arhood) 
Webb, he was born April 6, 1892, in Marysville, Ohio, 
of Scotch-Irish stock, his ancestors on both sides of 
the family having settled in the United States in 
Colonial days. 

Receiving his early education in Marion, Ohio, 
Glen C. Webb left the high school when but thir- 
teen years old to begin life as a wage earner, and 
for a year was timekeeper for the Crucible Casting 
Company of Marion. Coming to Lima in 1904, he 
was timekeeper for the local telephone company for 
seven months. Entering then the employ of his 
uncle, Elmer D. Webb, a real estate dealer and 
insurance agent, he remained with him thirteen 
years, acquiring a thorough knowledge of the busi- 
ness, for which he seemingly had a special aptitude. 
Embarking in business on his own account on Febru- 
ary 1, 1919, Mr. Webb has since won an extensive 
patronage as an insurance agent. He represents the 
United States Fidelity and Guaranty Company of 
Baltimore, his territory covering seven Ohio coun- 
ties. He also represents several other insurance 
companies, and is a director of the Wagner Loan 
Company and is financially interested in the Webb 
Company, the Chalmers Pump and Manufacturing 
Company, the Lima Sheet Metal Product Company, 
the Lima Foundry and Machine Company, the Potter 
Motor Equipment Company, the United States Fidel- 
ity and Guaranty Company and the National Union 
Fire Insurance Company. 
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In 1914 Mr. Webb was united in marriage with 
Catherine J. Furman, daughter of Harry Furman 
of Steubenville, Ohio. Politically he is a stanuch 
republican, supporting the principles of his party by 
voice and vote. Fraternally he is a thirty-second 
degree Mason, belonging to Lodge, Chapter, Council, 
Commandery and to the Shrine. He is likewise a 
member of Lima Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks,*and of the Loyal Order of 
Moose. Socially he belongs to the Lima Club, the 
Lima Country Club and to the Rotary Club. Relig- 
iously he is an active member of the First Baptist 
Church and of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion. 


Frank E.iison Baxter. From the village days of 
Lima into and through the modern industrial growth 
and development members of the Baxter family have 
been prominent in its banking, commercial and manu- 
facturing affairs, and have been equally notable for 
their unselfish citizenship prompting them to any 
effort or, sacrifice that would promote the welfare of 
the community. 

While Frank Ellison Baxter also earned promi- 
nence as an Ohio banker, he has for a number of 
years past given most of his time to the automobile 
business. He was born at Lima July 30, 1868, a son 
of Samuel A, and Deborah (Ellison) Baxter. His 
maternal grandfather was William P. Ellison, while 
his paternal grandparents were Samuel A. and Nancy 
(Meason) Baxter. The Baxters came to Lima more 
than eighty years ago. Grandfather Samuel A. Bax- 
ter was a hatter by trade, a business he had learned 
in Maryland. He came from that state to Ohio, and 
at Lima made hats for a number of years. He then 
studied law, was admitted to the bar, and served six 
or seven terms as mayor. Samuel A. Baxter, Jr., 
was born at Lima October 26, 1839, grew up in the 
village days of the town, and at the beginning of the 
Civil war enlisted in the Union army as a surgeon. 
Soon after the war he married Deborah Ellison, who 
was born at Marlboro in Stark County, Ohio. Sam- 


uel A. Baxter for many years was a citizen naturally - 


looked to for leadership in the progressive life of thé 
town. Soon after the war, with A. C. Baxter, his 
brother, and with their father and A. G, Frick, he 
engaged in the banking business under the name of 
the City Bank. He also organized the gas company, 
and was instrumental in securing the important 
industry of the Lafayette Car Company for Lima, 
later known as the Lima Car Works. For a quarter 
of a century he was president of the First National 
Bank. Samuel A. Baxter and wife had four chil- 
dren: Frank, Don, Clem and Frederick. 

Frank Ellison Baxter was born at Lima July 30, 
1868, attended the public schools of his native city, 
and received his higher education in Miami Univer- 
sity. After leaving college he was associated with 
his father for five years in the plumbing and heating 
business, and after selling his interests became a 
clerk in the First National Bank. With his father 
and his brother Clement S. in 1900 he established 
the Commercial Investment Bank of Lima. They 
were associated in the management of this institu- 
tion about seven years, and then sold it to I. T. and 
H. M. Moore. This is now the American Bank. In 
April, 1910, Mr. Baxter was appointed assistant 
superintendent of Ohio State Banks and in July of 
the same year was promoted to superintendent. He 
thus became widely known among the bankers of 
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Ohio, and continued his official duties until he 
resigned in February, 1913. In March of that year 
he and his brother Clement organized the Baxter 
Brothers Automobile Company, commercial distrib- 
utors, with a large aggregate of annual sales. 
November 8, 1905, Mr. Baxter married Elma 
Burton, a native of Westminster, Ohio, and daughter 
of Dr. E. G. and Emma (Brown) Burton, also 
natives of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Baxter have two 
children, Helen and Samuel. Politically he is a 
democrat, is a Knight Templar Mason and past 
exalted ruler of Lima Lodge No. 54 of the Order of 
Elks. He was one of the organizers and is past 
president of the Lima Club, and has béen active from 
the time of organization to the present in the Lima 
City Hospital Society, of which he is vice president. 


Paut S. Mayer. A number of the enterprising 
and solid men of Allen County have found it profit- 
able to invest their earnings in farm land so that 
when they desire to retire from work at one or other 
of the trades they would have a nice property which 
would yield them a comfortable income. Paul S. 
Mayer of Shawnee Township did this while he was 
working at his trade of a carpenter, and a few years 
ago retired from carpentering to devote all of his 
time to his farm, which now comprises seventy-seven 
acres of valuable land. 

Paul S. Mayer was born in Delaware County, Ohio, 
March 1, 1860, a son of John and Barbara Margaret 
(Hinderer) Mayer, natives of Germany and Colum- 
bus, Ohio, respectively. John Mayer came to the 
United States in young manhood and located at 
Columbus, where he was married. Subsequently he 
and his wife moved to Delaware County, Ohio, and 
in the fall of 1860 moved to Allen County, buying a 
farm in Shawnee Township. 

Only 2 baby when his parents moved to Shawnee 
Township, Paul S. Mayer was reared here, attended 
the common schools and learned the carpenter trade, 
at which he worked until recently. In 1883 he went 
to eastern Iowa, and there was married in November 
of that year to Elizabeth Hoffman, born near Galion, 
Ohio, a daughter of Michael and Barbara (Hopp) 
Hoffman. Following his marriage Mr. Mayer 
returned to Allen County and bought thirty-seven 
acres of land in Shawnee Township, on which he 
settled. He has added to his farm until he now has 
seventy-seven acres, all under cultivation with the 
exception of ten acres which he keeps in timber and 
pasture. He does general farming, managing all of 
the operations, but having others to do the actual 
work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mayer became the parents of the 
following children: Etta Esther, who is at home; 
Frederick T., who is also at home; William D., who 
lives in Shawnee Township, married Mary Loyer; 
Wilma E., who is connected with the Metropolitan 
Insurance Company, lives at home; and Wilbur V., 
who is the youngest. Mr. Mayer is a consistent mem- 
ber of the Lutheran Church. In his political afflia- 
tions he is independent, not caring to bind himself 
down to any one party, but casting his vote for the 
best man. For one term he served his township 
very capably as assessor. A man of progressive 
spirit, he is in favor of good schools, improved 
roads and other local signs of advancement, but he 
does not approve of a waste of the taxpayers’ money 
in sensational methods. Having worked hard all his 
life, he is entitled to his present prosperity and the 


~») 
oll ry i 7 
- Ve * 
7 a 
fa | ary, 


| is yy os ik = 
> (a0 Aa ALE eee 


ca : A 


fai ae << 
_ _ only - Pas ey i : oy ie oe 
; nt ll eee ale ee ye a eg 
niign ee ee ee ee 
— ; eee! Sai eed yee oh fT 
- . a : : ow ee ee 
7 : 1 eS Wy —— 
f _ = 
2 ad 
ws . a | — 


via 


=) ce 5 
a Bese ga, 
ne > Site wet 


mia: 2 


ey ae he ate @ 
ae of re*rhens ase 


a | " i yorerae 


HISTORY OF ALLEN COUNTY 


respect and good will of his fellow citizens, which 
he now enjoys. 


C. L. AckerMAN has been an Ohio business man 
for thirty years or more, and is president and active 
head of the Lima Sheet Metal Company, a growing 
industry of Allen County manufacturing an impor- 
tant line of parts for automobile trucks. 

Mr. Ackerman was born at Mansfield, Ohio, July 
13, 1866, a son of Michael and Margaret (Rind fuss) 
Ackerman. His father, a native of Germany, came 
to this country about the time of the German Revolu- 
tion in 1848, and for many years was in the saloon 
and restaurant business at Mansfield. Both he and 
his wife are now deceased. C. L. Ackerman grew up 
at Mansfield and remained in public school until 
about fourteen, when he went to work, and ever 
since has been dependent upon his own resources 
and enterprise. For a time he worked in a grocery, 
clerked for one year in a hotel at Bellefontaine, then 
was clerk in a shoe store at Mansfield one year, and 
after that engaged in the restaurant business, which 
he continued actively until 1903. In the meantime 
for ten years, beginning in 1893, he was also in the 
wholesale liquor business. 

Having become interested in the Lima Sheet Metal 
Company, Mr. Ackerman for a number of years past 
has given practically all his time and energies to the 
promotion of that local industry. He is president 
of the company, A. W. Wheatley is vice president, 
H. W. Falk, secretary, and S. M. Churchill, treas- 
urer. This company has a well equipped plant, and 
furnishes sheet metal parts for mator trucks. 

Mr. Ackerman has closely identified himself with 
the live and public spirited organizations of Lima, 
including the Chamber of Commerce, Lima Automo- 
bile Club, Lima Club, Rotary Club, and is affiliated 
with Richland Lodge No. 161 of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows at Mansfield and for six years 
served as a trustee of Lima Lodge No. 54 of the 
Elks. He is an independent democrat in politics, and 
is a trustee and active member of the Lutheran 
Church. January 17, 1896, he married Miss Kate 
Ziegler, who was born at Wapakoneta, Ohio, a 
daughter of Gottfried and Louise (Burke) Ziegler. 
They have one daughter, Louise. 


Wiit1AM Henry TREMPERT, one of the well-estab- 
lished business men of Lima, has had an active 
career of work and business and for a number of 
years was a railroad man. 

He was born in West Cairo in Allen County June 
29, 1868, a son of Charles and Minnie (Schuman) 
Trempert. 

Charles Trempert came from Saxony, Germany, at 
the age of eighteen years and settled in Lima, Allen 
County, Ohio. Mrs. Minnie Shuman Trempert came 
from Saxony, Germany, at the age of fourteen years 
and settled in Dayton, Ohio, with her parents. They 
were married at Dayton in November, 1864, and 
located on a farm in Allen County. Mr. Trempert 
was a farmer in Van Wert County about twenty- 
three years, and then retired to Delphos, where he 
died in 1901. His wife passed away in 1908. To 
this union were born nine children, three of whom 
preceded them in death. Six are living, as follows: 
William H. of Lima, George E. of Lima, Louis O. 
also of Lima, Herman A. of Delphos, Mrs. Nora 
Trempert Hume of Lima and Mrs. Ida Trempert 
Rice of Lima. 
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William Henry Trempert had a district school 
education and from the age of twenty was a farm 
worker about three years. At Tiffin, Ohio, he was 
fireman in the electric light plant a year, was 
employed on a dray line two years, and for four 
years drove an ice wagon. Coming to Lima in 1905, 
he was employed for seven years at the roundhouse 
of the Lake Erie & Western Railroad, and for 
another five years was with the Lima Locomotive 
Works. Uninterrupted employment and work for 
many years ended with impairment of health, which 
kept him practically disabled for a year. March 8, 
1920, Mr. Trempert and Fred Hoverman entered 
the feed business, and they have a well located and 
prosperous establishment at 213 North Central 
avenue. 

In 1895 Mr. Trempert married Sarah Moorhead, a 
native of Indiana. Her mother is Mary (Ginter) 
Moorhead. Mr. Trempert is affiliated with the 
Knights of the Maccabees and the Loyal Order of 
Moose. 


Francis L. Dixon for about a quarter of a century 
has been associated with the commercial affairs of 
Lima in various capacities and with different con- 
cerns, and is a man of thorough education and excep- 
tional attainments. 

He was born in Shawnee Township of Allen 
County March 20, 1866, a son of Joseph and Ellen 
(Monninger) Dixon, who came from Fairfield 
County and settled in Shawnee Township at an early 
day. That township was then a district covered with 
tall timbers, and some of the trees had to be cleared 
away before Joseph Dixon found space for his log 
cabin home. He improved his first tract of land; 
later sold and bought another partly improved farm 
in Shawnee Township, also improved that, and was 
one of the sturdy and independent farmer citizens of 
that locality for many years. He died in July, 1914, 
just a week after the death of his wife. They had 
been married more than half a century. They had 
a large family of children: John, now deceased; 
Mary, Mrs. A. E. Brown, living in Oregon; Laura, 
widow of Shephard Franklin, of Lima; Clara, who 
died at the age of thirteen years: Melvin H. of 
Lima; St. Clair, who was killed in Oregon; Francis 
L.; William C., who lives in one of the northwestern 
states; Orvil H. of Bartlesville, Oklahoma; Harvey 
L. of Trumbull County, Ohio; and Clarence, whose 
home is in California. 

Francis L. Dixon at the age of twenty years 
became a teacher. He secured his own education in 
the district schools’near his father’s farm, and also 
spent two terms in the Ohio Normal University at 
Ada. He taught five winter terms in Allen County 
and one term in Fulton County, Indiana. This was 
followed by a course in the Lima Business College, 
and after that he was engaged to teach bookkeeping 
in a business college at Kenton, Ohio. In 1896 
Mr. Dixon became office manager for the firm of 
Newson, Deakin, Bond Company, a well-known house 
furnishing store of Lima. He was actively asso- 
ciated with that business until 1914. In that year he 
entered the service of the Lima Tea Company, and 
during the next four years acquired a comprehensive 
knowledge of that business. Since then he has been 
bookkeeper and business adviser of W. L. Russell, 
the well known oil producer. Formerly his offices 
were at 202 North Main street, but they are now 
over the First National Bank in the Collins Block. 
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Since July, 1919, Mr. Dixon has also developed a 
good business in handling automobile, accident, 
health and fire insurance. 

Mr. Dixon might also be classified as one of the 
farmers of Allen County. Some years ago he 
bought thirty-four acres of the old homestead where 
he was born. Ten acres of this he has developed 
intensively to fruit, apples, peaches and small fruit, 
and has made the place very valuable. Mr. Dixon 
owns a fine modern residence at Lima, which he 
erected some years ago at 314 Lincoln avenue. 

October 6, 1897, he married Ida M. Ohler, who 
was born in Hardin County, Ohio, a daughter of 
William and Martha L. (Lusk) Ohler. They have 
one daughter, Margery, at home. Mr. Dixon is a 
republican, a member of Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and is affiliated with Solar Lodge No. 783 of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 


Eccert Nanprup Zetiitz. While an ordinary indi- 
vidual possessing industry may be able to so till the 
soil that growths of various kinds may result, it 
requires a long period of patient study and practical 
experience to qualify as a real florist. For twenty 
years Lima has had in Eggert Nandrup Zetlitz not 
only a good and useful citizen, but an expert grower 
of plants and flowers, his success in this line giving 
him a wide reputation. 

Mr. Zetlitz was born March 27, 1856, at Stavanger, 
Norway, a son of H. O. and Bolette (Jaeger ) Zetlitz. 
His father and grandfather were physicians and 
surgeons, and the former was also president of the 
Norwegian State Bank at Stavenger. He was 
afforded educational advantages, and in the high 
school was prepared for college, but by the time he 
was eighteen years old he had decided upon his 
vocation. He went then to Christiania and entered 
upon the study of floriculture in the University 
Botanical Garden, working through an apprentice- 
ship of three years without pay. From there he went 
to Germany and worked as a florist in the Ruhr dis- 
trict, between Mulheim and Essen, later went to 
Hamburg and during the entire seven years that he 
spent in Germany he came under the instruction of 
many scientific specialists in this line of work. 

Mr. Zetlitz returned then to Stavanger and 
remained two years in his native city. In 1892 he 
came to the United States and located first at Toledo, 
Ohio, where he was a florist at the State Asylum 
for three and a half years, removing then to Tiffin 
and later to Bryan, Ohio. In 1898 he came to Lima 
and, finding favorable business conditions and a very 
appreciative public, established a permanent business 
which he has expanded into a very large enterprise. 
He has a farm of thirteen acres just outside the city, 
in Shawnee Township, and his greenhouses cover 
much space. With his natural love of plants and 
flowers and his thorough training in their propaga- 
tion and scientific culture Mr. Zetlitz develops not 
only the ordinary blooms in their highest perfection 
but has equal success with rare and beautiful floral 
and plant products of other lands. With modern 
equipments and appliances he is prepared to supply 
greenhouse products for any occasion and at any 
season of the year. 

In 1880 Mr. Zetlitz was married to Emelie Berner, 
a daughter of S. and Marie (Kastrup) Berner of 
Stavanger, Norway, and they have had four chil- 
dren, namely: Rolf, who is a wholesale florist at 
Dayton, Ohio; Thor, who entered the United States 
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army for service in’ the great war September 26, 
1917, was sent to Camp Sherman for training, but 
was taken ill with pneumonia and was sent home, 
where his death followed in the same year; Mrs. 
Barghild Fletcher, who married Carl Fletcher of 
Lima, and their one son, Ernest, is associated with 
Rolf ’Zetlitz in the wholesale flower business; and 
Mrs. Randi Croy, who is a widow living at Lima, 
has one daughter, Corinne. Mr. Zetlitz and his 
family belong to the Lutheran Church. 

Mr. Zetlitz is a member of the American Florist 
Association and also of the International Florist 
Association. In politics he is an independent voter, 
but his influence is always directed-to the preserva- 
tion of law and order. He has a wide fraternal con- 
nection at Lima, being a valued member of the Elks, 
the Moose, the Maccabees, the Knights of Pythias 
and other organizations. 


D. C. R. Kocuer. In some men the business sense 
is remarkably developed, and through it they reach 
an eminence not attained by those who try and con- 
trol affairs for which they have no aptitude. It is 
now generally recognized that no one reaches un- 
usual success who works against his natural inclina- 
tions, and when competition is so strenuous imen 
need every assistance that developed talent can give 
in order to take profitable advantage of offered op- 
portunities and be able to develop legitimate busi- 
ness chances. Especially is this true in a commun- 
ity like Elida, where competition is intense, and 
only the able succeed. D. C. R. Kocher, junior 
member of the firm of George T. Kocher Lumber 
Company of Elida, with yards at Elida and Lima, 
illustrates these facts. 

D. C. R. Kocher was born at Fairview, Fayette 
county, Ohio, in 1872, a son of George T. and Nancy 
H. (Rea) Kocher, and a member of an old-estab- 
lished American family of Pennsylvania-Dutch and 
Welsh stock. The majority of the Kochers were 
mechanics, while the Reas were more generally inter- 
ested in farming. Five children were born of the 
marriage of George T. Kocher and Nancy H. Rea, 
and of them all D. C. R. Kocher was the first born. 

D. C. R. Kocher attended the public schools of 
Bluffton, Indiana, to which place his parents had 
moved when he was a child, and was graduated 
from its high school course in 1891. He then took 
a two-term course at the Indiana State Normal 
School at Terre Haute, Indiana. Having fitted him- 
self for the profession of teaching, he was engaged 
in teaching in the country schools ‘of Wells county, 
Indiana, for two terms, following which he read 
law at Bluffton, Indiana, with Wilson & Todd, and 
was admitted to the bar in the state of Indiana in 
1894, and the following year was graduated in law 
from the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, with the degree of Doctor of Laws. 
Immediately thereafter he established himself in a 
general practice at Bluffton, Indiana. 

With the outbreak of war between this country and 
Spain Mr. Kocher responded to his country’s call 
and enlisted in the One Hundred and Sixtieth In- 
diana Volunteer Infantry as regimental quarter- 
master sergeant. Prior to that he had had four 
years’ training on the regimental staff of the Indiana 
National Guard. His command was mobilized at 
Indianapolis, from whence it was sent to Chicka- 
mauga Park at Chattanooga, Tennessee, and later 
to Newport News, from whence they expected to 
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sail for Porto Rico, but the end of the war coming, 
they were sent to Lexington, Kentucky, and on to 
Columbus, Georgia. The next changé was when 
they were sent to Cuba as a part of the Army of 
Occupation, and remained there for four months. 
They were then shipped to Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, and discharged May 30, 1899. 

Returning home, Mr. Kocher resumed his law 
practice at Bluffton, but becoming interested in se- 
curing a homestead, he registered in the Oklahoma 
land drawing in 1901 and secured a homestead of 
160 acres, on which he lived until he proved up his 
claim. He then returned to Indiana and was made 
tax adjustor with J. B. Workman & Company of 
Indianapolis, Indiana, for a time. It was when he 
severed his connection with that firm that Mr. 
Kocher entered the line which was to prove his 
life work, for he then went into the retail lumber 
business with Messrs. Mercer and Brannum at Mont- 
velier, Indiana, as bookkeeper, and during the two 
‘ears he was with this concern he learned the de- 
.ails, so that he was able to assume added responsi- 
bilities when he went to the Gary Lumber Company 
at Gary, Indiana, at the time that town was being 
built. Returning to Oklahoma, Mr. Kocher was con- 
nected with the G. H. Block Lumber Commpany of 
Lawton, Oklahoma, in general office work for five 
years. From there he went to Wichita, Kansas, and 
was in the office of the Rounds & Porter Lumber 
Company for five years as chief accountant. Mr. 
Kocher then came to Elida, Ohio, and formed a 
partnership with his brother, George T. Kocher, and 
since May, 1915, has been engaged in conducting the 
George T. Kocher Lumber Company. The brothers 
carry a general line of lumber and builders’ sup- 
plies, and have been so successful they have opened 
a yard and office at Lima, where since September, 
1919, they have been doing business. 

In March, 1919, Mr. Kocher was married to Vera 
I. Rugh, a daughter of H. F. and Molly Rugh, of 
Lawton, Oklahoma, Mr. and Mrs. Kocher have one 
son, John R. In politics Mr. Kocher is an indepen- 
dent Republican, voting for the man he deems best 
suited for the office in question. He is a \lason and 
belongs to Bluffton Lodge No. 145, F. & A. M., and 
Lawton Lodge, B. P. O. E. Trinity Methodist Epis- 
copal Church of Lima holds his membership and 
benefits by his generous support. A man of scholar- 
ly attainments, Mr. Kocher has found his knowledge 
of affairs and men a distinct aid to him in his 
business, and is proud of the fact that, while he was 
successful in the law, he has also been able to acquire 
distinction in commercial circles as well. 


Wa ter W. WricHT. There are a number of high- 
class establishments at Lima, devoted to the handling 
of foodstuffs, and the men owning and operating 
them are finding out that the people of the city 
appreciate honorable methods and reasonable prices 
in the increased trade they are enjoying as a result 
of their right conception of the tastes of their cus- 
tomers. One of thesé men is Walter W. Wright, 
sole proprietor of Wright’s Cash Markets at 134 East 
High street and 1101 West North street. 

Walter W. Wright was born at West Cairo, Allen 
County, Ohio, April 24, 1892, a son of Frank C. and 
Elizabeth Wright. and grandson of James L. and 
Aseneth (Britton) Wright, the latter still surviving 
and making her home at West Cairo, Ohio. The 
grandparents were farming people for many years. 
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Frank C. Wright was originally a farmer, and while 
operating his farm served on the local School Board 
as a trustee. Later he became a merchant, and 
erected one of the buildings now occupied by his 
son. While still a resident of Allen County he served 
as a county commissioner, but for some years past 
has been living retired at Beaverton, Michigan. 
Walter W. Wright is the eldest of the five children 
born to his parents. 

Growing up in his native place, he attended its 
public schools, and then entering the Lima High 
School took the regular course and was graduated 
therefrom in 1912, standing third in a class of 103 
graduates. For a time succeeding his completion of 
his school days Mr. Wright assisted his father in 
an implement business he was then conducting, and 
then was appointed postmaster of West Cairo by 
President Wilson and held the office for four years. 
In the fall of 1918 he went into a dairy business at 
Defiance, Ohio, under the name of the Defiance 
Dairy Company, and after putting it on a firm foun- 
dation he sold it and opened his present business 
June 3, 1919, and a little later opened the branch on 
West North street, both of the markets being suc- 
cessful ventures from the start. Mr. Wright has 
other interests and owns considerable real estate at 
Lima. His fraternal affiliations are with the Loyal 
Order of Moose. 

In 1915 Mr. Wright was married to Freda 
Altstetter, a daughter of George and Margaret Alt- 
stetter ot West Cairo, Ohio. They have two children, 
namely: Dorothy Marie and Donald Frank. In poli- 
tics Mr. Wright is a democrat. He belongs to: the 
Christian Church. A young man of more than ordi- 
nary energy and acumen, he has made considerable 
progress on the road which leads to success and is 
regarded as one of the representative dealers in his 
line in Allen County. 


WeEsLey L. Nevitte, M. D. The medical profes- 
sion in northwestern Ohio has an able practitioner 
in the person of Dr. Wesley L. Neville of Lima, 
Allen County, whose reputation has transcended the 
immediate locality where he lives, and no work of the 
nature of the one in hand would be complete without 
a‘resume of his career. In every relation of life he 
has proved signally true to every trust. He possesses 
a strong social nature, and by his genial and kindly 
attitude to those about him he has won the undivided 
confidence and esteem of all classes. 

Wesley L. Neville was born at St. Johns, Auglaize 
County, Ohio, on September 14, 1867, and is the son 
of John S. and Mary J. (Dinehart) Neville, the 
former a native of Virginia and the latter born in 
Shelby County, Ohio. Doctor Neville’s paternal 
grandparents were Samuel and Maria (Murphy) 
Neville, natives of Virginia, who in 1837 traveled 
overland by horse and wagon to Ohio, locating in 
Bellefontaine. The husband was a saddler by trade, 
following that vocation there and at Roundhead, 
Ohio, to which place he later moved. The maternal 
grandparents, Conrad and Elizabeth (Schaeffer) 
Dinehart, were natives, respectively, of Germany and 
Pennsylvania. They became early settlers of Shelby 
County, Ohio, where he followed his trade, that of 
cabinet-maker. John S. Neville was a physician by 
profession, which he followed at St. Johns until 
1875, when he moved to Roundhead and practiced 
there until his death, which occurred in 1906. His 
wife had passed away in 1895. They were the par- 
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ents of two children, the subject of this sketch and 
an older sister, Belle, who became the wife of Capt. 
Henry J. May, both of whom are deceased. 

Wesley L. Neville received his elemental training 
in the public schools and then attended the Ohio 
Normal University at Ada, Ohio. He then matricu- 
lated in Starling Medical College at Columbus, Ohio, 
where he was graduated with the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine in 1891. During the following fifteen 
years he was engaged in the practice of his profes- 
sion at Roundhead, Ohio, but in 1906 he came to 
Lima, where he has since been numbered among the 
able and successful physicians of this community. 
A close reader of professional literature, Doctor 
Neville keeps in close touch with the latest advances 
in the healing art and enjoys a large and representa- 
tive patronage, his well equipped offices being located 
in the Holland Building. 

In 1892 Doctor Neville was married to Dora North, 
who was born and reared in Auglaize County, Ohio, 


the daughter of Orin and Elizabeth (Cline) North, 


natives of Ohio. To Dr. and Mrs. Neville have been 
born two children, Carl H., an attorney in Lima, and 
Wesley, who remains at home. Mrs. Neville and her 
children are members of the Presbyterian Church. 
Politically Doctor Neville gives his support to the 
democratic party, and takes a commendable interest 
in local public affairs. He has served as trustee of 
the Lima State Hospital and was pension examiner 
for Allen County under President Cleveland’s admin- 
istration. Fraternally he is a member of the Free 
and Accepted Masons, in which he has attained to 
the thirty-second degree of the Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite; the Knights of Pythias, in which he 
has passed through the chairs of the lodge at Lima; 
Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks; and the Modern Woodmen of America. He 
is a member of the Allen County Medical Society, 
the Ohio State Medica! Society, the Northwest Medi- 
cal Association, and the American Medical Associa- 
tion. His career has been that of a broad-minded, 
conscientious worker in the sphere to which his life 
and energies have been devoted, and today no citizen 
of his community enjoys to a more marked degree 
the confidence and good will of all who know him. 


FeLix STEINLE. Among the prominent citizens of 
Delphos, Ohio, is the gentleman whose name appears 
at the head of this paragraph, and who was the 
founder of the Steinle Brewing Company. This well- 
known institution was organized in 1883 by F. Steinle 
and Henry Eysenbach, who took it over from a 
stock company and ran it for about six months. 
Then Mr. Eysenbach sold his interest to Charles 
Schmidt, who remained associated with Mr. Steinle 
until his death. His interest was assumed by H. L. 
Leilich, and they ran the plant until Mr. Leilich’s 
interest was taken over by his son, William, who en- 
gaged in the business. Finally the concern was 
reorganized as a stock company, as it is at present. 
The officers of the company are: Arnold B. King, 
president ; Joseph Roth, vice president; Felix Steinle 
and Charles G. Steinle, the latter now practically 
managing the business. 

Felix Steinle was born in Germany in 1847, He 
was reared and educated in his native community, 
and in 1868, when twenty-one years of age, came 
to the United States. He first located at Sandusky. 
Ohio, moving from there to Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania, and still later settling in Fremont, Ohio, where 
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he remained until 1883, when he came to Delphos 
and, as before related, organized the brewing busi- 
ness here. He also started a brewery at Fremont, 
Ohio, and altogether was interested in five different 
breweries. He was a good business man and gained 
the good will of all with whom he was associated. 

Mr. Steinle has been twice married, first to Mary 
Small, and to their union were born four sons, 
namely: William J., who is cashier of The National 
Bank of Delphos, who was married to Meta Vetter; 
Charles, who is actively connected with the Steinle- 
Delphos Company, was married to Wilhelmina 
Fortner; Felix, who remains unmarried, was a 
soldier in the Spanish-American war, and during the 
recent World war served in the Aviation Depart- 
ment of the United States army, serving in England, 
and he is a captain and is now assigned to duty in 
Washington, D. C.; and Edward, who lives in Del- 
phos, was married to Anna Rinnes, of Delphos. Mrs. 
Mary Steinle died, and subsequently he married her 
sister, Augusta Small. To this union were born 
six children, namely: Elsie, the wife of John C. King, 
of Toledo, Ohio; Arthur, who is married and lives 
in Duluth, Minnesota; Emma, who is now deceased, 
was the wife of Edward Fortner, of Delphos; Meta 
is unmarried and remains at home; Elmer, who was 
married to Mannia Brady, is the owner of the Lion 
Clothing Store at Delphos; and Lena is the wife of 
Joseph Kipp, of Delphos. : 

Mr. Steinle is a faithful member of the Catholic 
Church in Delphos. Politically he is an adherent of 
the democratic party. He takes a live interest in 
local enterprises and is a stockholder and director 
in the Commercial Bank of Delphos. He is a man 
of kindly heart and generous impulses, and enjoys 
a host of warm and loyal friends throughout the 
community in which he lives. 


Isaac McCrain. Allen County ‘presented an 
almost unbroken picture of the typical wilderness 
when the McClains arrived in the early ’30s after a 
tedious overland journey through the woods from 
Fairfield County. Not long after the family settled 
here Isaac McClain was born, and this venerable 
citizen of Perry Township is today one of the oldest 
living native born sons of Allen County. His own 
life has been one of productive energy and good 
citizenship. 

Mr. McClain was born at the original family seat 
in Bath Township December 19, 1836, eighty-four 
years ago. His parents were Andrew and Nancy 
(Reese) McClain, both natives of Fairfield County, 
Ohio. When they came to Allen County they set- 
tled in the north part of Lima as it is today, but at 
such an early date that they were able to enter land 
direct from the Government. It was on this land that 
Isaac was born, being next to the youngest in a large 
family of nine children. He was only five years of 
age when his father died in 1841, but the widowed 
mother lived many years. 

Isaac McClain had such advantages as the pioneer 
district schools were able to offer, and circumstances 
were such that he had to exercise his independent 
spirit to earn a living when quite young. The year 
before his marriage he moved to the home of his 
brother-in-law, James I. McDonald, in Perry Town- 
ship, and has lived in that township for consider- 
ably more than half a century. After his marriage 
he lived for a time on his mother’s old place and 
then settled on forty acres in Perry Township, given 
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him and his wife by her parents. He also bought 
forty acres more, and at once undertook the diffi- 
cult labor of making a farm. The land was timbered 
and he had to clear the site on which he erected 
his first log cabin home. This log cabin served as 
a habitation for several years, and in the meantime 
his work of improving and clearing continued. Later 
from timber cut on the farm and converted into 
lumber at a nearby sawmill he erected a substantial 
frame house. The next step of progress was the 
addition of eighty acres more of cleared land, giving 
him a tract of 160 acres in one body. However, 
three acres of the land were taken as right-of-way 
for the Detroit, Toledo & Ironton Railway. With 
the responsibilities of active farming Mr. McClain 
continued to be occupied until 1910, when with his 
son Roscoe F. he entered a formal partnership, and 
this son has since been active manager of the home 
place. This Perry Township farm is known as the 
Riverdale Farm, and from it many fine horses, cattle, 
hogs and Shropshire’sheep have gone to market. 

January 10, 1864, Mr. McClain married Mary 
Crumrine, who was born in Perry Township Sep- 
tember 20, 1841. Crumrine is an old and prominent 
name in western Pennsylvania, and her parents, 
Martin and Catherine (Proshus) Crumrine, came out 
of that state and established themselves as pioneers 
in Perry Township. Mr. and Mrs. McClain became 
the parents of nine children: Lucinda A’, widow of 
Ulysses Apple of Perry Township; William Leon- 
ard of Lima; Charles E., whose home is in Califor- 
nia; Henry E. of Goldfield, Nevada; Florence M., 
Mrs. Philip Ulrey of Perry Township; J. T. at home; 
George W. of Bath Township; Minnie, Mrs. Fred 
Bradley of Lima; and Roscoe F., who is the seventh 
in age among the children. 

Mr. Isaac McClain is a republican in politics. 
While always a very busy man, he has considered it 
a duty to act in public capacity when his services 
were required and he served as township land asses- 
sor and township treasurer. He helped build the 
Methodist Church in his community, and has ever 
since been one of its trustees. : 


Minor Evans, sole proprietor of the Minor Evans 
Coal and Builders Supplies Company, is recognized 
as one of the reliable and responsible men of Allen 
County. He was born at Paddy’s Run, now Shan- 
don, Butler County, Ohio, May 16, 1872, a son of 
Robert W. and Margaret (Davis) Evans. The 
Evans family is of Welsh stock, and its members 
have always been noted for their industry and thrift. 
John Evans, the American founder of the family, 
came from North Montgomeryshire, Wales, to the 
United States at the age of twenty-one years, landing 
here in April, 1817, and within a year settled at 
Paddy’s Run, buying ninety-six acres at that point, 
and later increasing it. His death occurred in 1890. 
He was married after coming to this location to 
Sarah Nicholas, born on this farm. They became the 
parents of fourteen children, of whom Robert W. 
was the eighth in order of birth. Robert W. Evans 
was a farmer and contractor until his death, which 
occurred at Hamilton, Ohio, in 1909, his wife having 
passed away the year previously. She was born in 
Sugar Creek Township, Butler County, Ohio, and 
was one of nine children. : 

Minor Evans was one of twelve children, eight 
of whom are still living, and of them all he is the 
seventh in order of birth. He acquired a common 
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school education at Paddy’s Run. From the time he 
was twelve years old he alternated working in a 
general store with attending school, and kept up this 
practice until he was seventeen years old, at which 
time he went to Hamilton, Ohio, and, young as he 
was, embarked in a grocery business and conducted 
it very profitably for two years, but desiring a wider 
field and better opportunities for development, he 
went into the clothing store of Kreb Brothers as 
salesman, and continued with them for a period of 
fifteen years. 

In the meanwhile he had become a well known 
figure in Butler County, and in March, 1910, was 
appointed superintendent of the infirmary, and held 
that position until March, 1913. In that same year 
he came to Lima and embarked in the manufacture 
of pies at 119 West West street, and conducted it 
with gratifying results for six and one-half years 
under the name of the Evans Pie Bakery, but then 
sold and bought the business he is now conducting 
from F. W. Drake, taking charge of it on Septem- 
ber 15, 1919, and changing its name to the one he is 
now using, the Minor Evans Coal and Builders Sup- 

lies Company. His trade comes from all over Allen 

ounty. In addition he has other interests and is a 
man of ample means and considerable prestige in 
his community. 

In August, 1894, Mr. Evans was united in marriage 
with Josephine Faber, a daughter of John P. and 
Mattie (Miller) Faber of Hamilton, Ohio. Mr. and 
Mrs. Evans have five sons and one daughter. 
Mr. Evans is a democrat and while living in Hamil- 
ton he was elected on his party ticket a member of 
the City Council. Since coming to Lima he has 
taken a public-spirited interest in the local affairs of 
his new community just as he had in his old one, 
and is rightly numbered among the really worth- 
while citizens of Allen County. His relations with 
the business world are of such a character as to 
reflect credit upon his methods and gain prestige for 
this locality by attracting to it a large and valuable 
trade. ; 


Joun W. Reep, for eighteen years associated with 
his brothers, H. M. and J. F. Reed, in the Reed 
Brothers Electric Company, 125 East Market Street, 
February 3, 1921, withdrew from the concern, his 
interests being taken over by his brothers. The 
retirement of Mr. Reed from the firm marks the first 
change in ownership of the company since the three 
brothers organized the concern, which is Lima’s 
pioneer in the electrical line. Only two other elec- 
trical companies were in business here when Reed 
Brothers was established, and these have long since 
passed from the local field. 

When the Reed brothers arrived in Lima, the 
electrical business was only slightly past the infant 
stage. The electric light company was doing busi- 
ness in a small way back of the Opera House Block, 
and was wiring houses free of charge to increase 
business, it is said. Builders were suspicious of elec- 
tricity, and H. M. Reed relates one instance where 
the irate owner of a new home drove him from the 
place, declaring that he would not have his house 
wired, as he did not want his residence burned up 
with those new-fangled electric lights. Despite the 
discouraging outcome of the first year’s business, the 
three brothers continued their efforts and built up 
a thriving trade. 
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John W. Reed was born in Crawford County, 
Ohio, in January, 1875, a son of Westley and Adeline 
(Walters) Reed. The Reed family is of Scotch-Irish 
extraction, and its members have either been mer- 
chants or members of the different professions. 
Westley Reed was a railroad man and connected 
with the Pennsylvania Railroad for many years. His 
death occurred in 1898, but his widow survives. 

Mr. Reed attended the public schools until he 
reached the age of fourteen years, and he later took 
courses in electrical engineering in the Lippincott 
and Scranton schools. In the meanwhile, when only 
fourteen years old, he began to be self-supporting as 
light trimmer for the Cantine Light Company at 
Crestline, Ohio, and remained with that company for 
four years, rising within two years to be light engi- 
neer. Leaving his first company, Mr. Reed engaged 
with the Peltow Engineering Company of Cleveland, 
Ohio, as erection man, and held that position for six 
months, and then left it to take charge of the under- 
ground work for the Cleveland Illuminating Com- 
pany, which position he occupied with capable efh- 
ciency for a year, and then received and accepted a 
flattering offer from the Alliance Cantine Light Com- 
pany to construct the entire lighting system of 
Alliance, Ohio, and engine room, and after he had 
been working on the job for nine months a sale was 
made to the Edison Company. Mr. Reed then went 
into the electrical business for himself at Cleveland 
and for two years held and carried out some of the 
important contracts in his iine in that city. Dispos- 
ing of his interests at Cleveland, Mr. Reed then 
engaged with the American Ship Building Company 
at Lorain, Ohio, and was engaged in installing elec- 
tric lights on boats, and his ability received almost 
instant recognition as he was made boat foreman 
within two weeks of his entering the employ of this 
corporation. Following a connection with it of two 
and one-half years Mr. Reed went to Bay City, Mich- 
igan, as electrical engineer to build five boats and 
reconstruct the yards there. After giving this work 
his constant attention for a year, he came to Lima, 
Ohio, and in 1894, in partnership with his brothers, 
Frank and H. M. Reed, he organized the firm of 
Reed Brothers Electrical Company at the present 
location. 

In 1902 Mr. Reed was united in marriage with 
Anna E. Pilgrim of Galion, Ohio, a daughter of 
Melvin and Tamzon (Miller) Pilgrim. Mr. and Mrs. 
Reed have, four children, namely: Rita Adaline, 
Eugene Pilgrim, Marion Wesley and Nellie Eliza- 
beth. Mr. Reed belongs to the Elks, the Lima Gun 
Club, of which he is secretary and treasurer, and he 
is an adept at trap shooting and big game hunting. 

A democrat, Mr. Reed was elected on his party 
ticket as a member to the City Council from the 
Third Ward of Lima in 1919 for a two-year term, 
and has taken an important part in that body ever 
since, being now chairman of the city light commit- 
tee and a member of the bridge and paving commit- 
tee and four other committees of less importance. 
The Methodist Church holds his membership and 
benefits from his liberal contributions toward its 
support. A very carefully trained man of wide 
experience, he is giving his community the result of 
his specialized knowledge and is rightly enumerated 
among the best men of his community and county. 


CHARLES C. Sirerp. One of the leading business 
man and best known citizens of Lima is Charles C. 
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Siferd, who is very successfully conducting an under- 
taking and embalming establishment at 726 South 
Main street. He has succeeded in his chosen life 
work because he has been persistent and energetic 
and honorable in his dealings with the public, and he 
has therefore had the confidence and good will of 
all, which are indispensable factors if one succeeds 
in any line where the public has to be depended upon. 

Charles C. Siferd was born in Wapakoneta, Ohio, 
on May 3, 1880, and is the son of David Adam and 
Elizabeth (Barlow) Siferd,- the former a native of 
Virginia and the latter born and reared near Criders- 
ville, Ohio. Mr. Siferd’s paternal grandfather was 
a native of Germany. His maternal grandparents, 
James and Elizabeth (Mauk) Barlow, were natives 
of Pennsylvania, but became early settlers of Ohio, 
locating west of Cridersville. James Barlow was a 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
lived at Cridersville for about twenty years. Later 
he moved to Wapakoneta, where he spent the remain- 
der of his years, having retired from the active work 
of the ministry some time prior to his death. David 
A. Siferd took up the business of contracting while 
still in young manhood, specializing in road building 
and well digging, but finally he ceased that line of 
work and engaged in the undertaking business, which 
he followed up to the time of his death in 1916. He 
is survived by his widow, who resides in Wapa- 
koneta. They were the parents of the following 
children: James, deceased; D. A., of Wapakoneta; 
Eliza, the wife of Charles C. Hossellman of Lima; 
Lulu, the wife of William Osborn of Illinois; Cora 
C., deceased; Charles C., the subject of this sketch; 
Willis S. and Edward A., both of Lima. 

Charles C. Siferd was reared under the parental 
roof and attended the public schools until thirteen 
years of age. He then went to work for his brother 
in the undertaking business at Wapakoneta, remain- 
ing with him for sixteen years. He then went to 
Montpelier, Indiana, where for three years he was 
engaged in the undertaking business on his own 
account. At the end of that period he sold out there 
and on February 10, 1914, came to Lima and opened 
an office for undertaking and embalming. As a 
funeral director Mr. Siferd possesses those qualities 
which are especially desirable and necessary in that 
work, and he has by his thoughtful consideration and 
courtesy won many friends since becoming identified 
with this community. 

In September, 1901, Mr. Siferd was married to 
Hattie H. Jacobs, who was born in Wapakoneta, the 
daughter of Otto W. and Antoinette (Traueze) 
Jacobs, who were natives of Germany. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Siferd have been born two children: Theodore 
W. and Lucile C., both of whom are at home. 
Mr. Siferd and family are members of the Grace 
Methodist Episcopal Church of which Mr. Siferd is 
a member of the Board of Stewards. Politically 
he is an earnest supporter of the democratic party, 
while fraternally he is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
the Knights of the Golden Eagle. He is a member 
of the Ohio Embalmers Association, the Ohio 
Funeral. Directors Association and the Indiana 
Embalming Association. Because of his generous 
disposition and kindly nature he has won and retains 
the good will and esteem of all who know him. 


CHARLES FRANKLIN SPRAGUE. The beautiful rural 
property known as “The Indianwold Farm” in Shaw- 
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nee Township is owned by Charles Franklin Sprague, 
one of the most enterprising and progressive agricul- 
turalists of Allen County, and his success, especially 
in the breeding of Duroc-Jersey swine and Holstein 
cattle, has brought him into prominence. He was 
born at Wapakoneta, Ohio, June 12, 1872, a son of 
Sidney and Amanda (Ritchie) Sprague. He was 
born at Fort Amanda, Auglaize County, Ohio, and 
she at Harrisonburg, Virginia. Henry and Marga- 
ret (Tyson) Sprague, the grandparents, were born 
near Marietta, Ohio, and William and Mary M. 
(Fulk) Ritchie, the maternal grandparents, were 
born in Rockingham County, Virginia. After their 
marriage the parents located in Auglaize County, 
Ohio, but moved to Allen County, and he died at the 
home of his son, Charles F. Sprague, where his 
widow continues to reside. 

After completing his course in the public schools 
Charles Franklin Sprague attended the Ohio North- 
ern University at Ada, Ohio, for two years, and for 
seven years was a student of the Ohio State Univer- 
sity, from which he was graduated in law. For the 
subsequent seventeen years Mr. Sprague was engaged 
in a general practice of his profession at Lima, and 
for fifteen years served as secretary of the Lima 
Home & Savings Association. In the meanwhile he 
has purchased a farm of 329 acres in Shawnee 
Township, in sections 16, 17 and 18, and moved to 
it in 1912, since which time he has been extensively 
engaged in breeding and raising Duroc-Jersey swine 
and Holstein cattle and carrying on a general line 
of farming. Since owning this farm he has made 
a number of fine improvements, and has developed it 
into one of the most valuable ones of the county. 

On June 14, 1900, Mr. Sprague was united in mar- 
riage with Mabel Elizabeth Walter, born in 
Zanesville, Ohio, a daughter of George and 
Catherine (Fisher) Walter of Zanesville. Mr. 
and Mrs. Sprague have three children: Charles 
Walter, Lenore Amanda and Dorothy Mae, all 
of whom are at home. Mr. Sprague and his 
family are consistent and valued members of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church of Lima, of which he is 
vice president and deacon, and he has been a mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors of the Chicago Luth- 
eran Theological Seminary for years. In politics he 
is a republican. He belongs to Lima Lodge No. 5], 
Knights of Pythias, and has passed all of the chairs; 
is a member of the Kappa Sigma Greek letter college 
fraternity, is president of the International Federa- 
tion of Duroc Breeders, which includes the United 
States, Canada, South America and Mexico, is pres- 
ident of the Ohio Duroc Breeders Association and 
president of the Allen County Holstein Association. 
When a man of the education and intelligence of 
Mr. Sprague turns his attention to agriculture the 
results are bound to be satisfactory, for the mind 
which has been carefully trained to solve legal prob- 
lems knows how to grapple with those presented in 
the new line of endeavor. Such a man is not content 
to follow old lines of procedure, or use methods 
which are antiquated, but is ever experimenting and 
bringing to bear upon each phase of his work an 
intelligence which never fails him. He does consid- 
erable lecturing on breeding problems all over the 
United States. 


Louis Peter Lortrer, proprietor of the Lotter 
Grocery and Meat Market on South Main street, 
Lima, is a man of long and capable experience in the 
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meat industry and that has been practically his life 
work. His parents were Samuel and Minnie (Price) 
Lotter. His father came from Bavaria, Germany, 
when a young man, and was married at Van Wert, 
Ohio, where he followed the butcher’s trade. Louis 
P. Lotter, third among five children, was born at 
Willshire in Van Wert County in February, 1873. 
His father conducted a general store and market at 
Willshire, and the business is still owned by the 
family. Attending public school at Willshire to the 
age of seventeen, he then went to Dayton and for 
twenty years busied himself with acquiring every 
detail of the butcher and general packing industry. 
In December, 1919, Mr. Lotter came to Lima and 
took over one of the old established stores of the 
city, and his enterprise has been amply rewarded 
with a large and profitable business. 

In 1917 Mr. Lotter married Amelia Lear of Lima. ° 
Politically he is a republican, is a member of the 
Lutheran Church and is affiliated with the Indepen- 
dent Order of Odd Fellows. 


WILLIAM TELL AGERTER was for nearly thirty-five 
years closely identified with Lima’s greatest and most 
distinctive industry, the Lima Locomotive Corpora- 
tion, and at the same time has been prominent in 
other lines of business and as a thoroughly progres- 
sive and public spirited citizen of the community. 

Mr. Agerter was born in Wyandot County, Ohio, 
October 16, 1859, a son of John and Dorothy E. 
(Hottle) Agerter. His father was a civil engineer 
by profession. The son acquired a public school edu- 
cation at Upper Sandusky, attended a business col- 
lege, and in January, 1881, entered the employ of the 
Lima Machine Works as a bookkeeper. The Lima 
Machine Works had been established about twelve 
years before for the manufacture of general sawmill 
machinery, and it was still building the original type 
of logging locomotives when Mr. Agerter became 
connected with the firm. In 1884 Mr. Agerter became 
secretary and treasurer of the Lima Locomotive 
Works, as then reorganized, and from that time for- 
ward the business of the company was broadened to 
include locomotive engines for every type of railroad 
service, as well as logging and tram engines. He 
was an active official in the corporation through its 
successive growth and development, until it became 
one of the largest independent locomotive plants in 
the United States, sending its product to every coun- 
try on the globe. When the company’s name was 
changed to the Lima Locomotive Corporation he 
was retained as secretary and treasurer; and so con- 
tinued until he sold his interests in the corporation 
in December, 1915. 

Other important business affairs which have 
claimed a share of Mr. Agerter’s time and attention 
have been as a director of the Old National Bank, 
director of the Citizens Loan and Building Associa- 
tion, as president of the A-C-W Realty Company. 
He has been president of the Woodlawn Cemetery, 
was for many years on the Lima School Board, was 
one of the original-members of the Lima Progressive 
Association, later the Chamber of Cormmerce, and 
is a member of the Lima Club, Shawnee Country 
Club, and is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias 
and Elks. 

Mr. Agerter married Carlotta Disman, whose 
father, George W. Disman, was a pioneer in the iron 
and machinery industry at Lima, and an expert 


who helped establish on a firm basis the original 
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Lima Machine Works. Mr. and Mrs. Agerter have 
two children, Rose E. and William Tell, Jr. 


HERMAN F. Kern. A man of unquestioned busi- 
ness, ability and worth, talented and cultured, Her- 
man F, Kern, of the firm of Kern Brothers, located 
at 732 South Main street, Lima, has recently opened 
a most modern and up-to-date store, and as a jeweler 
and druggist is winning a fair share of the com- 
munity’s patronage, having already gained to an 
eminent degree the confidence and good will of the 
people. A son of Peter and Bertha Elizabeth (Har- 
tenstein) Kern, he was born December 10, 1891, in 
Bellaire, Belmont County, Ohio, of German lineage. 
Both his paternal grandfather, Leo Kern, and his 
maternal grandfather, Herman Hartenstein, were 
natives of Germany, and both came to the United 
States in boyhood, the former having settled per- 
manently in Ohio, and the Jatter living first in 
Pennsylvania and later in West Virginia. 

Laying a substantial foundation for his future 
education in St. John’s parochial school in Bellaire, 
Herman F. Kern subsequently attended the Wheel- 
ing, West Virginia, High School, and the Ohio State 
University at Columbus. Going then to Peoria, IIli- 
nois, he studied watch making and engraving at the 
Bradley Polytechnic Institute, where he was grad- 
uated in 1911, and where in 1914 he took a post- 
gradnate course of four months. Returning then to 
Bellaire, Mr. Kern worked as a jeweler for awhile, 
and was afterward in Columbus, Ohio, for a year, 
having charge of the Weible Company’s store. Going 
from there to Montana, he first located at Butte and 
then at Great Falls, where he was engaged in the 
jewelry business eight months. 

Coming back to his native state, Mr. Kern assumed 
charge of the decorating department of the Excel- 
sior Commercial Body at Columbus, and retained the 
position until October, 1917, when he enlisted in the 
United States army at Camp Sherman, and for eight 
months thereafter served as corporal in the One 
Hundred and Fifty-Eighth Brigade, Sixth Training 
Battalion. Receiving his honorable discharge in the 
early summer of 1918, he resumed his former posi- 
tion with the Excelsior Commercial Body, and 
remained in Columbus nearly two years. Forming a 
partnership with his brother, Peter Everett Kern, 
M. D., he opened his present store at Lima in the 
spring of 1920, and as a member of the firm of Kern 
Brothers is carrying on a substantial business as a 
druggist and a jeweler in his store at 732 South 
Main street, his drug department being complete in 
every respect, and his stock of jewelry being choice 
and very attractive. 

Mr. Kern has never married. He is independent in 
politics, both national and local, and is a member 
of St. John’s Catholic Church. 


JoHN CLarRENCE ATKINSON. The wholesale han- 
dling of fruits and vegetables in a large city like 
Lima is likely to be confined to men of experience 
in the produce business, for it is one that requires 
careful management to prove successful. Attention 
must be paid to easy transportation, for in case of 
belated shipments immense loss might follow. Pub- 
lic taste and fluctuating markets are factors to be 
considered, as are also the offerings made by com- 
petitors in the same line of trade. One of the thor- 
oughly reliable men in the business at Lima is John 
Clarence Atkinson, proprietor of the J. C. Atkinson 
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Wholesale Produce Company, located at 557-559 
South Main street, Lima. 

Mr. Atkinson was born at Waynesville, Ohio, his 
grandfather, who was of English ancestry, having 
settled in Wayne County many years previously. 
The family removed later to Lima, and there Peter 
Atkinson, the grandfather, became a successful com- 
mission man. He died in 1912, but the grandmother 
survives. For many years E. S. Atkinson, father of 
J. C., was also in the wholesale commission business 
in this city. 

Until- he was eighteen years old Mr. Atkinson 
devoted the greater part of his time to his school 
books, then gave his father occasional assistance and 
later for a year and a half was associated with him 
in the wholesale commission business as a salesman. 
For two years afterward he was with Levi McCarty 
in the same business, then bought him out and estab- 
lished his own produce business at the present loca- 
tion, his father acting as his manager. Thus for 
three generations the Atkinsons have been in the 
same line of business here and the same honest stand- 
ards have always prevailed. Mr. Atkinson not only 
has a wide city trade but it extends over a radius 
of fifty miles in the country. 

Politically Mr. Atkinson is a republican. Although 
business has always been more attractive to him than 
political life, he is too intelligent to lose sight of its 
importance in the life of the nation, and as a private 
citizen exerts his influence accordng to his convic- 
tions. He belongs to the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, and is a member of the United 
Brethren Church. 


LAWRENCE ELwoop Carter. The qualities of indus- 
try, adaptability, intelligence and progressiveness 
have prevailed in the energetic life of Lawrence 
Elwood Carter, winning for him a substantial posi- 
tion among the agriculturists of Shawnee Town- 
ship. Mr. Carter was born February 20, 1867, in a 
log house in Union Township, Auglaize County, 
Ohio, the same home in which his father was born, 
and on land which his grandfather, William Carter, 
of Pennsylvania, entered from the Government, and 
is a son of Charles and Harriett (Sellers) Carter. 

Following their marriage the parents of Mr. Carter 
settled on the old home place, where they carried on 
agricultural operations for many years, but during 
the last twenty years of their lives resided at Wapa- 
koneta, where the father died in 1909 and the mother 
in 1918. They were highly respected people of their 
community and the parents of six children: Adeline, 
the wife of Charles Forbus of Lima; Della, who 
died as the wife of the late J. H. Iams; Lawrence 
Elwood; Etta, the wife of G. W. Winks of Auglaize 
Township, Allen County; Dora, the wife of William 
J. Burden of Wapakoneta; and Calvin, of Lima. 

Lawrence E. Carter was educated in the district 
school in the vicinity of his boyhood home in Union 
Township, Auglaize County, and remained under the 
parental roof until his marriage, November 24, 1890, 
to Anna M. Wittie, who was born at New Bremen, 
Ohio, daughter of Herman and Catherine Wittie, 
natives of Germany and Pennsylvania respectively. 
Following his marriage Mr. Carter secured employ- 
ment in the wheel works at Wapakoneta, where he 
remained nine years, then renting a farm in Duchu- 
quet Township, Auglaize County. He spent three 
years on that property and two years on another farm 
in the same township, and then purchased a farm in 
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Shelby County. Two years later he traded this for 
a livery barn at Cridersville, which he moved to 
Lima, but one year later sold this business and rented 
a farm in Auglaize County, where he remained three 
years. Mr. Carter came to Allen County in 1890 
and bought his present farm of ninety-five and one- 
half acres in section 24, Shawnee Township, and this 
has continued to be his home ever since. He has 
made numerous improvements, including new build- 
ings, and now has a valuable, productive and attrac- 
tive estate, in addition to which he farms fifty-five 
acres of rented land. He carries on general farm- 
ing, and his industry and modern methods have 
combined to gain him a worth-while success. 
Mr. Carter holds stock in the Farmers Elevator at 
Hume. While a resident of Auglaize County he 
served as supervisor of roads for two years, and Jan- 
uary 1, 1920, was elected a member of the Board of 
Trustees of Shawnee Township. He is a democrat 
in politics and is fraternally affiliated with the 
Knights of the Maccabees at Wapakoneta. He was 
reared in the faith of the Lutheran Church. 

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Carter: Charles, of Shawnee Township, who married 
Goldie Graymire and has two children, Donnie and 
Margaret; Della, Mrs. Roscoe Porter, who resides 
with her father and has one child, Dorothy; Harry, 
who is his father’s assistant on the home place; and 
Leota, the eldest, who died in the fall of 1916, aged 
twenty-eight years. 


Peter Everetr Kern, M. D. Well fitted for the 
medical profession, not only by his high mental 
attainments, but by his native talent and tempera- 
ment, Peter Everett Kern, M. D., is numbered among 
the active and skillful physicians and surgeons of 
Lima, where his patronage is rapidly increasing. A 
son of Peter Kern, he was born in 1888 at Bellaire, 
Belmont County, Ohio, coming from thrifty German 
ancestry. 

His paternal grandfather, Leo Kern, was born and 
educated in Germany. Coming to America as a 
youth of fourteen summers, he grew to man’s estate 
in Ohio, and during his earlier life was engaged in 
mercantile pursuits. He was subsequently engaged 
in the banking business at Bellaire, Ohio, and was 
connected officially with the Savings and Loan Com- 
pany of that city, living there until his death in 1915, 
at the age of seventy-seven years. 

Peter Kern was engaged in the livery business at 
Bellaire, Belmont County, during his active career, 
which was comparatively brief, his death having 
occurred when he was but forty-three years old, in 
1906. He married Bertha Hartenstein, who is still a 
resident of Bellaire. Her father, Herman Harten- 
stein, spent the first fourteen years of his life in 
Saxony, immigrating from there to the United States 
asa boy. He lived for several years in Pennsylvania, 
later moving to West Virginia, where he was first 
employed as a steel maker, and afterward as super- 
intendent of the mail department of the Carnegie 
Steel Company. He attained the advanced age of 
eighty-eight years, dying in 1918. : 

The eldest child in a family of three children, two 
of whom are living, Peter Everett Kern obtained his 
elementary education in the parochial school con- 
nected with the Bellaire Cathedral, and afterward 
attended the Xaverian Brothers Military School at 
Wheeling, West Virginia, there being graduated as 
second lieutenant in 1906. The following year he 
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attended the Ohio State University in Columbus, 
taking the long course in pharmacy and in the winter 
of 1907-8 completed the course at the Notre Dame 
University in Notre Dame, Indiana, and in 1909 was 
graduated from the Ohio State University, obtaining 
his degree as Graduate of Pharmacy, and finishing 
his first year as a medical student. The ensuing two 
years he served as clerk in a dry goods store at 
Columbus, and then visited different parts of the 
west, spending two months in Butte, Montana. 

Returning to Ohio, Mr. Kern entered the sopho- 
more class of the Ohio State University and was 
there graduated with the degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine in 1915. He had previously, in 1911, won the 
second prize bestowed by the State Board of Phar- 
macy for efficient work as a pharmacist, which he 
had practiced for three months in Akron, Ohio. 
Locating as a physician in Glencoe, Ohio, Doctor 
Kern remained there three months, and then moved 
to Gibsonburg, Ohio, where he continued in practice 
until 1917, being quite successful. On August 1, 
1917, the doctor enlisted at Cleveland in the Medical 
Corps, and received his commission as first lieuten- 
ant. Being called to the colors, he went to Fort 
Oglethorpe, Georgia, on May 7, 1918, and was there 
stationed until receiving his honorable discharge from 
the service on December 24, 1918. Immediately locat- 
ing in Toledo, Ohio, Doctor Kern was there actively 
engaged in the practice of his profession until March 
1, 1920, when he located in Lima, where he has 
already acquired a fine reputation as an able and 
skillful physician and surgeon, his services being in 
demand throughout the city and its suburbs. 

Doctor Kern married, in 1916, Electa Azalia 
Bowser, a daughter of Peter and Anna Rebecca 
(Beigle) Bowser, of Gibsonburg, Ohio, and into their 
pleasant household two children have made their 
advent, Peter Everett and Anna Elizabeth. The 
doctor is independent in politics, belonging to no 
party. Fraternally he is a member of Lima Court, 
Independent Order of Foresters. He also belongs to 
the Allen County Medical Association, and relig- 
iously he is a valued member of St. John’s Catholic 
Church. 


Eart C. Dorsey. The younger generation of 
capable business citizens at Lima is worthily repre- 
sented by Earl C. Dorsey, who within the period of 
a few years has won his way to a position of promise 
in commercial circles. The junior member of the 
firm of Dorsey & Dillow, proprietors of the City 
Feed Store on the Public Square, is a progressive 
and enterprising business man and is typical of the 
element that Lima depends upon for the furtherance 
of its commercial interests in the future. 

Mr. Dorsey was born at Lima November 14, 1889, 
a son of E. H. and Ella (Anspach) Dorsey, the 
Dorsey family being of Irish origin. His father, 
formerly a business man of California, now has an 
interest in the Automatic Sales Company of Lima, 
with the operations of which he is actively identified. 
The eldest of three children, Earl C. Dorsey, at- 
tended the graded schools of Lima, spending two 
years also in high school, and then went to Los 
Angeles, California, where he completed his high 
school training by a course of two years. He ac- 
quired his first commercial experience with his father, 
who at that time was conducting a feed and fuel 
business in California, but in June, 1916, returned 
to Lima, where, with his father, he started a feed 
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business under the style of E. H. Dorsey & Son. 
In July, 1919, Mr. Dorsey took over his father’s 
interest by purchase, and subsequently went into 
partnership with Frank Dillow, under the present 
style of Dorsey & Dillow. A large and lucrative 
city trade has been developed, while the country 
patsonage extends over a radius of fifteen miles from 
ima. 

Mr. Dorsey was married July 4, 1914, to Miss 
Clara Wehmeyer, daughter of John and Katherine 
(Keppler) Wehmeyer, of New Bremen, Ohio, and 
they are the parents of one son, Earl Emery, born 
in 1916. Mr. and Mrs. Dorsey are members of 
the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Dorsey is a repub- 
lican, and his fraternal affiliation is with the Lima 
Lodge of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, in which body he has numerous friends. 


ELMER ASHTON Brown. The Browns have been 
an important agricultural family in Allen county 
for several generations. One of them, Elmer Ash- 
ton Brown, owns and occupies the old Brown home- 
stead on the Allentown Road out of Lima in Ameri- 
can township. Mr. Brown has spent forty-eight 
years there, and has long been a successful farmer 
and dairyman. 

The Brown family came to Allen county from 
Franklin county, Ohio. The first occupants of the 
homestead mentioned above were Abner G. and 
Kesiah (Ashton) Brown. They had four children: 
Laura E., living at Alliance, Ohio, widow of W. W. 
Johnston and the mother of two children, Goff B. and 
Watson; Roscoe W., a resident of Lima, married 
Lottie Smith, and their four children are Hillis 
R., Laura Hilda, Abner G. and Idamae. Swan W.,a 
physician practicing at Detroit, Michigan, married 
Martha Clippinger and has one daughter, Florence 
Malvola; and Elmer Ashton. 

Elmer Ashton Brown, youngest of the four chil- 
dren, was born near Salem in the Dutch Hollow 
community of Allen county, December 10, 1872. He 
acquired his early education in district school No. 11, 
close to the old homestead where he grew up. This 
farm, called “Maple Grove,” contains fifty acres and 
since early manhood Mr. Brown has had an active 
share in its cultivation and management. For a num- 
ber of years he has been in the dairy business. 

In 1895 he married Effie May Ferrall, daughter 
of George K. and Matilda (Tustison) Ferrall, of 
Bath township. Mr. and Mrs. Brown have one 
daughter, Gladys Irene, a highly educated young 
woman and a successful teacher. She spent two 
years in the normal department of the Ohio Northern 
University at Ada, and during 1916 spent a term in 
Bethany College. Since 1919 she has been assistant 
principal of the Grelton High School in Henry 
County. Mr. Brown and family are democrats in 
politics and members of the Church of Christ. 

Mrs. Brown has five sisters and four brothers: 
The brothers are James L. Ferrall, of Lima, and the 
father of six children, named Walter B., James, 
Howard, Margaret, Charles, and Mary Ellen; Ed- 
mund H., of Tiffin, Ohio, whose four children are: 
George K., Robert, Wilbur, and Frank; Chester A., 
also of Tiffin; and Russell V., of Lima, whose 
daughter is Dorothy. The sisters are Alice K., Mrs. 
Joseph Cox, of Continental, Ohio; Myrtle Irene, 
Mrs. Oscar Byerly, of Fostoria, and the mother of 
nine children, named Nellie, Lucile, Harold, Ray- 
mond, Eva, Georgia, Lenore, Kenneth and Robert; 
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Ada Belle, unmarried; Martha Ann, Mrs. Harry 
Kollars, of Lima; and Grace Lavina, Mrs. J. E. 
Stevenson, of Lima, and the mother of three children, 
named Alice Margaret, Frances L. and Martha. 


Frank E. Ditton. The supplying of the various 
needs of a large city is a very important factor in 
the business life, and the men who do this efficiently 
are not only acquiring a comfortable income, and 
oftentimes wealth, but they are also rendering a 
public service not easy to over estimate. The firm 
of Dorsey & Dillion, proprietors of the City Feed 
Store, is one of the reliable concerns of Lima, and 
Frank E. Dillon, the senior member, is numbered 
among the dependable business men of Allen 
County. 

Frank E. Dillon was born on a farm in Shelby 
County, Ohio, in 1871, a son of Thomas and Emily 
J. (Ragon) Dillon, and grandson of James Dillon, 
who came from Clermont County, Ohio, to Logan 
County, Ohio. James Dillon married Miss Mary 
Waits, an English lady, born in London, and they 
had two children. Thomas Dillon and his wife had 
five children, and of them Frank E. Dillon is the 
third in order of birth. 

Growing up in Logan and Shelby counties, Frank 
E. Dillon learned to make himself useful on his 
father’s farm, and attended the local schools until 
he was ten years old. At that early age he began 
working at Payne in an undertaking and furniture 
establishment, but after a year left it to go into a 
brick yard in Paulding County, where he spent two 
years. His next employment was secured in a stave 
factory at Grover Hill, Paulding County, Ohio, and 
he remained there for eight years. He then spent 
ten months at Traverse City, Michigan, and then, 
on April 1, 1899, came to Lima and went with the 
Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad, now the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, as yardman, but later 
went into the shops and for three years was em- 
ployed in learning the machinist trade. Leaving the 
railroad, he went with the Lima Locomotive Works, 
and was there for thirteen years as a machinist. 
The Gramm-Bernstein Truck Company next had his 
service as a machinist for two and one-half years, 
and for a similar period he was with the Ohio Steel 
Company, still working at his trade. Having been 
careful in saving his money, Mr. Dillon was then 
able to buy a half interest in his present business, 
taking his place in the firm on July 1, 1917, and this 
venture has proven to be an excellent one and he 
has been very successful in it. 

In 1889 Mr. Dillon was united in marriage in 
Paulding County, Ohio, to Ellen E. Anspach, a 
daughter of William and Kate (Fisher) Anspach, 
and they became the parents of the following chil- 
dren: Carl J.; Thomas, a resident of Marion, Ohio, 
was killed at the Atlas factory of that city August 
31, 1917, leaving a widow; William T., who lives at 
Lima, married Temple Morgan, and has one child, 
Dorothy May; and Ola May, who married Ralph 
Lachhead, of Lima, has a daughter, Margaret. In 
politics Mr. Dillon is a republican. He belongs to 
the Loyal Order of Moose of Lima. Both he and 
Mrs. Dillon are valued members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Mr. Dillon is a man who not 
only was successful in his trade, of which he had 
expert knowledge, but he also has achieved a well 
deserved prosperity as a business man. Considering 
the fact that he had practically no educational ad- 
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vantages and has had to earn his own living from 
childhood, his advance has been remarkable and a 
great deal of credit should be accorded him. 


Paut Norman Wuarton. In this changing world 
of ours new lines of business are constantly coming 
into being to meet the requirements of an advanced 
civilization. The myriads of automobiles owned and 
operated by the people of the United States have 
created an imperative demand for first-class repair 
work and specially constructed storage room for 
those not owning a garage, and some of the most 
energetic men of the country are now turning their 
attention to satisfying this demand, with very grati- 
fying results. There is no community, however 
small, today which does not have its garage and 
repair shop, and in a place of any size there are a 
number of these establishments, presided over by 
practical men who know their business. At Lima 
there are a number of these, but none is more re- 
liable than that conducted under the name of the 
Wharton Auto Repair and Garage Company by Paul 
Norman Wharton. 

The birth of Paul Norman Wharton occurred at 
Lima, Ohio, and he is a son of B. F. and Mary C. 
(Heffner) Wharton, both of whom come of English 
stock. Mr. Wharton was reared at Lima and here 
he attended the grammar and high schools, and 
after he had completed his educational training, he 
went to work for the De Weese Garage as repair- 
man, remaining with it for two years. For the sub- 
sequent three years he was with the Maxwell Garage, 
and during all of this time learned the business thor- 
oughly. He was a prudent young man and saved 
his money, and when he saw a desirable opening was 
able to take advantage of it. In 1916 he opened his 
garage and repair shop at his present location, and 
has been very successful. Mr. Wharton is also in- 
terested in real estate to a considerable extent, and 
is a man of ample means. 

In 1916 he was united in marriage with Marie 
Routson, a daughter of R. D. and Jennie (Walker) 
Routson, of Lima. A man of strong convictions, 
Mr. Wharton prefers to select his own candidates, 
and votes independently of party ties. He has served 
as judge of the Board of Elections upon several 
occasions, and is looked upon as a reliable and de- 
pendable man. His fraternal relations are confined 
to those which he maintains as a member of the 
Lima Maccabees. Both he and Mrs. Wharton are 
valued members of the United Brethren Church. 


SAMUEL FREDERICK COLEMAN, president, secretary 
and treasurer of the Coleman-Bresler Company at 
142 South Main Street in Lima, has spent nearly all 
his mature years in the shoe and rubber goods busi- 
ness, for many years as a traveling salesman, until 
he entered business for himself at Lima. 

He was born in Livingston County, Kentucky, Jan- 
uary 3, 1853, son of Robert William and Martha 
Anne (Green) Coleman. The Colemans were 
colonial American settlers in Virginia and the Caro- 
linas, were of Scotch-Irish ancestry, and Mr. Cole- 
man’s grandfather, John Edwin Coleman, brought 
his family from North Carolina to Livingston 
County, Kentucky, in early days. The Colemans 
through most of the generations have been planters 
and farmers. Mr. Coleman’s mother was a direct 
descendant of the distinguished General Sullivan, 
one of the heroes of the Revolutionary battle of 
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Bunker Hill. Robert William Coleman, who spent 
practically all his life in Livingston county, Ken- 
tucky, until he died in 1870, at the age of forty-nine, 
was a Methodist minister and farmer. 

_ Samuel F. Coleman was second in a family of 
eight children and as a youth lived in the rural dis- 
tricts around Smithland, Kentucky, attending coun- 
try schools, and also Smithland Academy. At the 
age of eighteen, having chosen a commercial career, 
he went to work in a general store at Smithland, 
the county seat of Livingston county. At the age of 
twenty-one he sought a wider horizon at Evansville, 
Indiana, and for fifteen years remained a faithful 
employe of a clothing and dry goods business estab- 
lishment. He left there to go on the road as a 
traveling salesman representing a clothing and shirt 
house, and for a year and a half sold these wares 
over Illinois and Indiana. Next, with his brother- 
in-law, Frank Rudy, he engaged in business at An- 
derson, Indiana, under the name Rudy and Cole- 
man, dealers in men’s furnishing goods. Me was 
there two years, following which for a short time 
he was in the shoe business at Anderson, Indiana, 
and at Danville, Illinois, and then made his first 
location at Lima, where he remained six months. 
Mr. Coleman was for fourteen years on the road as 
a salesman for footwear manufactured by the Marion 
Rubber Company and the Marion Shoe Company 
of Marion, Indiana, covering the territory of north- 
ern Indiana, southern Michigan and western Ohio. 
Another three years he spent as a traveling sales- 
man over Ohio territory for William F. Mayo and 
Company of Boston. 

Mr. Coleman in 1914 bought a controlling interest 
in the Lima shoe business of Clapper & McKay Com- 
pany, and six months later Charles F. Bresler ac- 
quired the remaining McKay interest and the name 
was changed to Coleman & Bresler and has since 
been incorporated as the Coleman-Bresler Company. 
This is one of the leading institutions of the kind 
in Allen County, and the patronage of the store is 
drawn from a territory thirty miles around Lima. 
Mr. Coleman is a democrat in politics and a member 
of the Trinity Methodist Church. 

He married Bertha M. Johnson, widow of Ernest 
Johnson, and daughter of Levi Coggshell, of Marion, 
Indiana. Mrs. Coleman by her first marriage had 
two children: Zora Pauline is the wife of Steen G. 
Sorenson, of Norwood, Ohio, and has a daughter, 
Sylvia Pauline. Ernest Johnson is in his junior 
year at the Ohio State University. 


GerorceE P. CoNNeEr is widely and favorably known 
as one of Lima’s leading real estate operators. His 
business experience has covered a wide field both in 
Ohio and elsewhere. He began his career as a 
painter, and for a number of years was a building . 
contractor. 

He was born in Armstrong County, Pennsylvania, 
December 1, 1852, of English and Irish ancestry and 
a son of James Alexander and Elizabeth (Pickels) 
Conner. His parents were also born in Armstrong 
County. His father was the first commissioned pilot 
on the Allegheny River, and was pilot of the steam- 
boat Belle, which carried the first consignment of 
mail up the Allegheny River from Pittsburgh to Oil 
City. He died in 1866, when George P. Conner was 
fourteen years of age. 

The latter attended country schools in Armstrong 
County, and as a youth learned the trade of house 
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painter at Sharpsburg, Pennsylvania. Later he went 
to Philadelphia, and graduated in 1872 from Pierce’s 
Academy. He then remained in the city, learning 
the art of sign painting with Isaac Newton Taylor. 
Thus equipped for a business of his own, he fol- 
lowed painting until 1877, when he moved to Ada, 
Ohio, where the family for four years conducted 
the Commercial Hotel. 

In 1880 Mr. Conner married Fannie L. Funk, 
daughter of Randolph Mitchell and Eliza (Harford) 
Funk, of Lima, where her people were early settlers. 
Mr. and Mrs. Conner have two daughters. Rhea 
Lillian, the older, is the wife of Charles R. Lingo, 
of Cincinnati, and has two sons, Richard Lisle, born 
in 1905, and Walter, born in 1912. Mabelle Pauline, 
the younger daughter, is the wife of Walter O. Yeh- 
ley, of Delaware, Ohio, and has a son, Robert 
Benedict, born in 1910. 

For about two years after his marriage Mr. Con- 
ner remained in Lima working at his trade, and 
then went to Topeka, Kansas, and entered the con- 
tracting and building business. He was there thir- 
teen years, and that phase of his career was unusually 
successful. Following this he went on the road as 
traveling representative for the Carter White Lead 
Company of Omaha and Chicago. and for five years 
did an extensive business over the territory of Iowa 
and Illinois. Leaving the road, he returned to Lima 
and since then has dealt in real estate and related 
lines and is individually the owner of a number of 
valuable parcels of real estate in Lima and vicinity. 

Mr. Conner is a republican in politics. He is one 
of the prominent Masons of Allen County. He is 
affliated with Garrett Wycoff Lodge, No. 585, of 
Lima; Lima Chapter, No. 49, Royal Arch Masons; 
Lima Council, No. 22, Royal and Select Masters; 
Shawnee Commandery, No. 14, Knights Templar. He 
is past high priest of Topeka Chapter, No. 5, Royal 
Arch Masons, served as high priest of Lima Chapter, 
No. 49, and is also past commander of Shawnee 
Commandery. He served as grand representative 
of the Grand Council of Kansas. He is also affiliated 
with the Modern Woodmen of America and is a 
member of the Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Jacop ANDREW ROEDER is a prominent farmer of 
Bath township and has lived on one farm in that 
locality since his marriage, more than thirty years. 

Mr. Roeder was born in Bath township, son of 
Jacob and Elizabeth (Gutekunst) Roeder, who was 
married September 3, 1857. His father, Jacob 
Roeder, came from Germany, where he was born, 
July 2, 1833. He was a pioneer settler in Bath 
township, where he lived out his life, dying in 1901. 
The mother was born November 7, 1840, and died 
in 1915. Jacob Andrew Roeder was the third of six 
sons and three daughters, and spent his youth on his 
father’s farm, attended the Blue Lick school to the 
age of sixteen, and after that gave his services to his 
father until his marriage. 

February 13, 1887, Mr. Roeder married Margaret 
L. Crawford. daughter of John and Anne (Stoner) 
Crawford, who were married May 30, 1861. John 
Crawford was born October 23, 1817, and died Jan- 
uary 4, 1888. The mother was born March 2, 1826, 
and died July 28, 1894. Mrs. Roeder has always 
lived on the farm formerly owned by her parents. 
She is the mother of three children: Goldie May, 
Emmett Porter and Norah Ann. Emmett Porter 
married Delia Knipp of Lima and has two children, 


HISTOR YoOFLALLEN COUNTY 


Richard Ralph and Dorothy May. Norah Ann is 
the wife of Walter Miller of Cridersville and has 
two children, Helen Marie and Eldon Roeder. 

After his marriage Mr. Roeder remained on the 
hundred forty acre farm of his wife’s parents, and 
as a substantial agriculturist steadily prospered and 
has added to his holdings until his present farm com- 
prises two hundred eight acres, most of it under 
cultivation, and with improvements comparing favor- 
ably with any farm in the township. Mr. Roeder 
for eight years, from 1907 to 1915, lived at Lima, 
but with that exception has devoted all his time to 
his farm. “s 

The Crawfords, Mrs. Roeder’s family, are of 
Scotch-Irish ancestry and came to Allen County from 
Medina County. Her father and her uncle David 
were both pioneer settlers. David Crawford lived 
to the remarkable age of ninety-eight and died at 
Lima in 1910. Mrs. Roeder is the elder of two 
children, her sister being Mrs. Ida Jennings of 
Monroe township. 

Mr. Roeder is a stockholder in the Farmers Mu- 
tual Thrasher Company, is a democrat. is present 
assessor of Bath township, and a member of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church. 


STERLING SIDENER is member of a very well known 
family in Allen County, has lived here for about 
forty years, and though he began his active career as 
a farm hand and renter his achievements are repre- 
sented in the ownership of one of the leading stock 
and grain farms in Perry township. 

Mr. Sidener was born in Madison township of 
Fairfield County, Ohio, September 14,. 1856. His 
parents were Noah and Mary Amanda (Greer) 
Sidener. His father was a shoemaker by trade, but 
for many years did farming. He died in Fairfield 
County, August 1, 1875. In 1880 the widowed 
mother with her six children came to Allen County 
and settled on a farm in Perry township and in 
1881 bought that farm. She lived there until her 
death on August 28, 1899. Her children were: 
Charles, deceased; Sterling; Joseph N. and Fenton 
K., both residents of Perry township; Albion R., de- 
ceased; Dr. Thomas T. of Lima; and Cora E., a 
teacher. 

Sterling Sidener acquired his early education in 
the district schools of Fairfield County, and was 
twenty-two years of age when he came to Allen 
County in the fall of 1878. At that time he was 
unmarried, had no property interests, and was look- 
ing for the best opportunities. For a time he worked 
as a farm hand in Auglaize County, and in the spring 
of 1879 became an employe of Albert A. Wolf in 
Perry township. He then went back to the old home 
in Fairfield County, but after three months returned 
to Perry township, and for a short time worked for 
his uncle, William Wonnell, then took a portion of 
the Wolf farm on the shares and during 1881 farmed 
his mother’s place on the shares. In 1882 he farmed 
the Shaeffer place in Auglaize County. 

August 1, 1882, he married Mary A. Shaeffer, a 
native of Fairfield County and daughter of Salem 
F. and Maria (Wolf) Shaeffer, natives of the same 
county. Mr. and Mrs. Sidener had very little at 
the time they married and they continued as renters 
for several years. For two and a half years they 
rented the Minor Harrod farm in Auglaize County. 
Mr. Sidener made his first purchase of land when 
he bought thirty acres in Section 33 of Perry town- 
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ship in Allen County. This place was partly im- 
proved though he built a new house and barns, and 
his well ordered industry has been responsible for 
many changes and improvements there. In 1891 he 
bought fifty-one adjoining acres, partly in Section 28 
and partly in Section 33, thirty-one acres of which 
were cleared. He has since cleared the balance of 
this except five acres in timber. Mr. Sidener is a 
general farmer and for several years has been asso- 
ciated with his son in the raising of registered Jer- 
sey cattle, Duroc Jersey hogs and Rhode Island Red 
chickens. 

The farm is well named the Jerseyside Brook 
Farm. The west end of the farm is well watered by 
Camp Creek. His only son and child, Roy H., is his 
business partner in the livestock feature, and the 
firm owns nearly forty-two acres in Section 33, 
divided by the road from Mr. Sidener’s home place. 
Twenty-five years after their marriage Mrs. Sidener 
died, October 15, 1907. The son Roy married Mary 
R. Eibling, a native of Hardin County, Ohio, and 
daughter of Frederick and Anna Eibling. Roy 
Sidener and wife have a daughter Edith Mary. Mr. 
Sidener has always taken a commendable interest 
in local affairs, is a stanch Methodist, has been 
steward of his church since 1894, and was a trustee 
for fifteen years. He also gave many years’ service 
to the interests of the local schools as a member 
of the school board and for three years was a justice 
of the peace. In politics he is a republican. 


ALBERT Henry ROTHE is a native of Allen County, 
a prosperous young business man owning a high 
class general store at Blue Lick in Bath township. 

Mr. Rothe was born in Perry township in 1882. 
His father came to this country from Freiburg, 
Germany, was an early settler in Perry township 
of Allen County, was a tailor by trade, but for many 
years owned and actively managed his farm of a 
hundred forty-three acres in Perry township. He 
died in 1909 and Albert H. is the youngest of his 
five children. 

Mr. Rothe lived on the home farm, attended the 

public schools until seventeen, and thereafter em- 
ployed his energies at farming until 1912, when he 
invested a modest capital in a store at Yoder in Allen 
County. He was in business there two years, and 
for four years was employed as an inspector with 
the Garford Truck Company at Lima. In June, 1920, 
Mr. Rothe bought his present business at Blue 
Lick, and maintains a mercantile service that is 
highly appreciated and generally patronized by all 
the surrounding section. 
_ Mr. Rothe married in 1908 Miss Maude Logan, 
daughter of Willett L. and Loretta (Howbert) 
Logan of Auglaize township, Allen County. They 
have three children, Gerald Wilbur, born in 1909, 
Inez Mildred and Grace Bernice. Mr. Rothe votes 
for the man rather than the party in politics, but 
was elected on the democratic ticket in 1914 as treas- 
urer of Perry township. He is a member of the 
Disciples Church. 


Eiza James McErroy. The successful business 
man in any line is he who knows his goods thor- 
oughly, the class of trade to which he is catering, 
the best medium for reaching that trade, and just 
what all of his competitors are doing all of the time. 
The merchandizing of cigars is a line of endeavor 
which has its force impelling exactions, but when it 
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1s properly conducted with judgment and skill, it is 
an exceedingly profitable pursuit, as many of the 
sound men of the country are finding. Allen County 
has its fair quota of these retailers, and one who is 
representative of the best class in this line, is Elza 
James McElroy, sole proprietor of the Congress 
Cigar Stand, and of the Norval Cigar Stand of 
Lima. 

Elza James McElroy was born in Liberty town- 
ship, Hardin County, Ohio, in 1875, of Scotch-Irish 
stock, the great-grandfather, Hugh McElroy, having 
come to the American Colonies from the North of 
Ireland, in 1748, and settled near Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, where he was engaged in farming, 
and became one of the substantial men of his times. 
His son, John McElroy, grandfather of E. J. Mc- 
Elroy, came to Ohio, and became a farmer of Colum- 
biana County, and there spent the remainder of his 
useful life. 

Hugh G. McElroy, a son of John McElroy, and 
father of E. J. McElroy, located in Liberty town- 
ship, Hardin County, Ohio, where he developed 
large farming interests. He married Hulda Clark, 
and they became the parents of six children, of whom 
E. J. McElroy was the third in order of birth. 

Growing up in his native county, E. J. McElroy 
attended the local schools, and the Ohio Northern 
University at Ada, Ohio, entering that institution in 
1893, and taking a two years’ teacher’s course. For 
one term he taught the school of District No. 9 in 
Liberty Township, Hardin County, but found that he 
did not like the confinement of the schoolroom, and 
so entered the employ of the Cincinnati, Hamilton 
& Dayton Railroad, and worked as fireman for five 
years on both freight and passenger trains running 
between Toledo and Cincinnati. 

Leaving the railroad business Mr. McElroy opened 
a retail cigar store on North Main Street in Lima, 
and conducted it for a year, then sold and went 
to Ada, where he conducted a cigar business until 
January, 1917, at which time he returned to Lima 
and established the Norval Cigar Store. On Janu- 
ary 12, 1919, he established the Congress Cigar Store, 
and is conducting both enterprises, and owns stock 
in several other concerns. 

In 1899 Mr. McElroy was united in marriage with 
Lettie Warren, a daughter of William S. and 
Catherine (Miller) Warren, of Hancock County, 
Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. McElroy have no children. 
In his political views Mr. McElroy is in accord 
with the principles of the republican party and gives 
its candidates his earnest support. He belongs to 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the 
Kiwanis Club, the Lima Chamber of Commerce and 
the Merchants Association, and takes an active part 
in all of these organizations. During the time he has 
been at Lima he has gained the confidence of the 
business world, and has every reason to be satisfied 
with the progress he has made along the road leading 
to big achievements. 


CriypeE Leroy Mecuuirinc. In the early settlement, 
later development and all the substantial interests of 
Perry Township perhaps no family has been longer 
identified and more usefully than the Mechlings. 

As a family the Mechlings were of German origin 
and settled in the Province of Pennsylvania about 
1728. One of the ancestors of the present genera- 
tion in Allen County was William Mechling, who in 
1812 moved from Westmoreland County, Pennsylva- 
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nia, to Perry County, Ohio. He died in 1855 at the 
age of seventy-one. In 1832 William Mechling had 
entered 1,162 acres in sections 18 and 13 in Perry 
Township, Allen County. Thus it was ninety years 
ago that the Mechlings acquired primary interests in 
Allen County, and from that time until today the 
name has been an honored and respected one in that 
locality. William Mechling divided his Allen County 
lands among his children. 

His son Joshua Mechling was born in Westmore- 
land County, Pennsylvania, in 1809, and was only 
three years of age when his parents moved to Perry 
County, Ohio. On March 27, 1834, he married 
Sophia Weimer, who was born in Somerset County, 
Pennsylvania, October 8, 1810. In 1836, Joshua 
Mechling came to Allen County to occupy a portion 
of his father’s estate in Perry Township, and he 
did a pioneer’s part in developing the land and 
lived there until his death on December 17, 1879. 
His widow survived him until 1893. 

Eli Mechling, a son of Joshua, was born in section 
18 of Perry Township October 1, 1836, and died 
June 10, 1916. He was for many years an influential 
citizen of Allen County, served eight years as a 
director of the County Infirmary, was also township 
clerk and trustee, an active democrat, and was trus- 
tee and deacon of the Lutheran Church. On March 
22, 1866, Eli Mechling married Sarah Ridenour, who 
was born in section 5 of Perry Township May 27, 
1842, and died December 6, 1915. Eli Mechling and 
wife had two children: Lewis L. who was born 
January 15, 1867, and died February 26, 1884; and 
Milton A. 

Milton A. Mechling was born on the home place 
in section 18 of Perry Township September 1, 1872, 
and has always lived on the home place, having 
inherited the property after his father’s death. He 
was educated in the school of District No. 4. Feb- 
ruary 21, 1892, Milton Mechling married Ollie T. 
Hoskins, who was born in Union County, Ohio, at 
Magnetic Springs, a daughter of Cullwell and 
Rebecca (Harrod) Hoskins, the former a native 
of Leesburg Township in Union County and the 
latter of Auglaize County, Ohio. For ten years 
after his marriage Milton Mechling lived in a house 
on the old farm apart from the family residence, 
after which he and his father built a modern frame 
residence in which he lives today. Milton Mechling 
served one term as county treasurer and as a pros- 
perous farmer has always given a public spirited 
share to the common interests of the community. 
He is a Lutheran and a democrat. 

Milton A. Mechling and wife had three children, 
Clyde L. being the oldest. Eli H., the second, was 
born October 22, 1898, and is still at home, as is the 
youngest, Helen Irene, born October 19, 1901. 

Clyde Leroy Mechling, who in recent years has 
assumed a responsible place in the Mechling farming 
interests in Perry Township, was born on the old 
homestead in section 18 July 27, 1894. He was well 
educated in local schools and in December, 1915, 
married Florence Nesbitt, who was born in Spring- 
field, Ohio, a daughter of Edward and Dorothy 
(Hoffman) Nesbitt. Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Mechling 
have one daughter, Marjory May, born July 12, 1918. 


CuHarLes M. Rouscutp has been one of the enter- 
prising citizens and business men of Lima for a 
number of years, and is sole proprietor of the Lima 
Cycle Company on West High street. 
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He was born near Somerset in Perry County, Ohio, 
in May, 1876, son of Philip M. and Martha (Mech- 
ling) Rousculp. He is of German ancestry, but 
represents the sixth generation of the family in 
America. His father died in 1894 and his mother is 
still living. Charles M. was the third in their family 
of five children, four of whom are still living. 

During the winter terms he attended school and 
otherwise worked on the farm, and when his father 
moved to Allen County and established a general 
store in the little community known as Rousculp he 
helped in the store and worked there for seven 
years, gaining a great deal of business experience in 
that way. Later he became a farmer, and continued 
farming until 1904. For some years following he 
was a rural mail carrier at Lima, but in 1912 he laid 
the foundation of his present business as a dealer in 
motorcycles and bicycles at 315 North Union street. 
Since 1913 his business has been at its present loca- 
tion, 212 West High street, and has mounted to a 
$40,000 a year business. Mr. Rousculp is a member 
of the Merchants’ Association, Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association, Chamber of Commerce, Elks and 
the Lutheran Church. He is the father of five chil- 
dren: Rowena, who is a graduate nurse of the Lima 
City Hospital; Vera Ellen, of Lima; Jessie Grace; 
Harold Charles, and Lloyd Ellsworth. 


ALEXANDER AND REBECCA CREPS were pioneers of 
Allen County, driving overland from Pennsylvania 
in 1832 in a two-wheeled cart and settling in what 
is now Auglaize Township, where he laid out and 
named the town Westminster, naming it after West- 
minster, Maryland, where his wife was born. At that 
time this part of the country was practically covered 
by a growth of timber. There Mr. Creps built a 
three-story log house, the first in that county, and 
one which attracted much attention among the pio- 
neers. This he used as a tavern and general store 
for many years. He became one of the influential 
men of his county and reared a family of four chil- 
dren, namely, S: A.. W. W. and H. D. Creps and 
Mrs. Margaret E. Dove. Mr. Creps died in 1878, 
aged seventy-two years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Creps were members of the Heidel- 
berg Reformed Church located on the Marion road. 

In 1879 Rebecca Creps, widow of Alexander Creps, 
built a brick church in Westminster in memory of 
her husband, completing it in every detail. She gave 
this building to the Reformed Church, in which 
services were held for many years, until the time the 
church was destroyed by a cyclone in 1898, when 
the ground on which the church was built was deeded 
to the First Christian Church of Westminster on 


October 6, 1898. 
Rebecca Creps died December 24, 1906, age 
ninety-one years. She was held in the highest esteem 


and respect by all who knew her. 


GrorGE DANNER. The years of the past century 
were, on the whole, difficult ones for a farmer, and 
for a man to start with nothing, relying upon the 
work of his hands for years, renting and contending 
with low prices and other handicaps and eventually 
achieve independence through agriculture was a 
notable accomplishment and real success. 

Such was the experience of George Danner, one 
of the most prosperous farmers and land owners in 
Shawnee Township of Allen County. Mr. Danner 
was born in Seneca County, Ohio, February 9, 1851. 
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His parents, George and Elizabeth Danner, were 
natives of Germany and were part of the great 
emigration from the fatherland to America about 
1848. In the fall of that year they settled in Seneca 
County, where George Danner, Sr., worked in rail- 
road construction until 1858. Then having saved 
enough to buy a team he moved to Sugar Creek 
Township of Allen County, and supported his family 
by teaming until the fall of 1864. After that he 
rented a farm in Shawnee Township for six years, 
subsequently lived as a renter for about three years 
in Auglaize County, and by thrift and energy man- 
aged to provide for his family and secure a modest 
share of comfort. She died in October, 1894, and he 
in May, 1895. Their children were: Mrs. Manning 
Woodruff of Cridersville, Ohio; George; Elizabeth, 
widow of George Emler and living in Van Wert 
County, Ohio; John of Cridersville; Barbara, 
Mrs. Frank Delong of  Cridersville; Sarah, 
Mrs. Charles Downey of Fort Wayne, Indiana; 
Sophia, widow of John Reichelderfer of Criders- 
ae and Mary, Mrs. William Shaffer of Criders- 
ville. 

George Danner grew up in a home of very modest 
comforts, and never had any better advantages than 
those of the district schools. He assisted his father 
and worked out as a farm hand for neighboring 
farmers. He had not advanced far on the road to 
prosperity when he married, and with the aid of his 
good wife has accomplished a large part of his sub- 
sequent prosperity. After marriage he rented a farm 
in Auglaize County for fourteen years. Then coming 
to Shawnee Township, Allen County, bought forty 
acres of partly improved land, and set himself to 
the task of making a farm. He put up new buildings, 
ditched and fenced the farm, and practically trans- 
formed it as respected improvements and produc- 
tiveness. Later he bought nineteen acres of black 
soil along a creek and still later acquired 127% acres 
adjoining the original home on the north. This land 
he has given a complete equipment of buildings, 
and has carried out an extensive system of ditching 
and other improvements. Now after many years of 
labor and well directed enterprise Mr. Danner is the 
owner of 186% acres, and all is under cultivation 
except twenty-five acres of timber and pasture. He 
has depended upon general lines of farming for his 
prosperity, but has always kept as much live stock as 
his land would justify. He has made something of 
a specialty of raising Shropshire sheep, and has 
many horses, cattle and hogs. 

On May 2, 1875, Mr. Danner married Miss Emma 
Bowsher. She was born in Shawnee Township of 
Allen County July 14, 1857, and is a member of an 
old and prominent pioneer family of Pickaway 
County, Ohio, where her parents Isaac and Har- 
riet (Meffley) Bowsher were born, as were also her 
grandparents, Daniel and Catherine (Weaver) Bow- 
sher. Her parents came to Shawnee Township in 
1840. Mr. and Mrs. Danner have been married 
forty-five years, and have reared a family of several 
children, now well established in homes of their own. 
Oscar, their oldest child, died in infancy; Lillie is 
Mrs. A. K. Manahan of Allen County; Elizabeth is 
the wife of Lester Layton of Shawnee Township; 
Lena died in childhood; George was born December 
8, 1889, and died October 20, 1918, when in the 
flower of vigorous manhood; Ethel died at the age 
of twelve and a half years; and Cecil is Mrs, Nathan 
McElroy of Shawnee Township. Mr. Danner and 
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family are members of St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church of which he is a deacon, and in politics his 
support is given to the Democratic party. 


d 
_Etmer W. WILkin. One of the owners of exten- 
sive farming interests in Allen County, the gentleman 
whose name initiates this sketch, Elmer W. Wilkin 
is the peer of any of his fellows in the qualities 
that constitute good citizenship, possessing not only 
those powers which render men efficient in the 
material affairs of life, but also those traits which 
mark refined social intercourse, and as a large- 
hearted, whole-souled gentleman no man in his com- 
munity commands more fully the good will of the 
people. 

Elmer W. Wilkin, whose property, known as 
Pleasant Hill Farm, is located one and a half miles 
southeast of Spencerville, was born in Spencer 
Township on April 15, 1883. He is the son of Tilmon 
and Sarah Elizabeth (Biner) Wilkin, the former a 
native of Licking County and the latter of Tuscara- 
was County, this state. Tilmon Wilkin first came 
to Allen County and was here married to a Miss 
Clauson, to which union were born two children, 
one of whom, Charles M., of Van Wert Township, 
is living. After the death of his first wife Mr. Wil- 
kin was married to Sarah Elizabeth Biner and to 
this union were born eleven children, eight of whom 
are now living, as follows: John E., of Lima; 
Byron, of Michigan; Leroy, a minister in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church and now stationed at Osborn, 
Ohio; Vernon H., of Spencer Township; Elmer W.; 
Alice, the wife of Elza Shaffer, of Spencer Town- 
ship; Anna, the widow of S. F. Kephart, of Spencer 
Township; Lillian, the wife of Robert D. Long of 
Auglaize County. 

Elmer E. Wilkin was reared on the paternal farm- 
stead and secured his education in the public schools, 
being a graduate of the Spencerville High School, 
class of 1903. He taught school for twenty-three 
months and attended the Northern Ohio University 
at Ada. In 1908 Mr. Wilkin rented the home farm, 
which he operated until 1911, when he bought the 
forty-acre farm where he now lives. He also has 
another forty acres, which he has improved and 
brought up to a fine state of cultivation. He uses 
sound judgment in his farm work and is considered 
a man of excellent ideas relating to agriculture, be- 
ing numbered among the progressive farmers of his 
community. 

On May 10, 1906, Mr. Wilkin was married to Anna 
L. Beerman, the daughter of William and Julia A. 
Beerman. Mr. and Mrs. Wilkin are members of the 
Reformed Church and Mr. Wilkin is assistant super- 
intendent of the Sunday school connected with that 
society. Fraternally, he is a member of Spencerville 
Lodge No. 251, Knights of Pythias, of which he is 
past chancellor and a member of the grand lodge. 
He and his wife are members of the Pythian Sisters, 
of which Mrs. Wilkin is a past chief and member of 
the grand lodge. Both are also members of the 
American Insurance Union. Politically, he gives his 
support of the democratic party and has sevred two 
years as a member of the School Board. He was 
one of the organizers and is now secretary and a 
director of the Farmers Union Elevator at Spencer- 
ville. His life history has been distinguished by the 
most substantial qualities of character and he stands 
deservedly high in the esteem of his fellow citizens. 
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Roscor B. Harris. In the long life vouchsafed 
to him Roscoe B. Harris has used his opportunities 
to work out his individual welfare, and to perform 
and discharge all those obligations of a good citizen, 
a good neighbor and a factor in a social community. 

Mr. Harris, who for many years has lived on his 
present farm on route No. 3 out of Spencerville, six 
miles northeast of that town, was born in Hamilton 
County, Ohio, January 7, 1847, son of Calvin and 
Edith (Dunn) Harris. His father was born at 
Olean, New York, October 10, 1810, and his mother 
in Hamilton County, Ohio, February 23, 1813. They 
were married in Hamilton County May 28, 1835, and 
for a number of years lived at Lockland, where 
Calvin Harris followed his trade as a mechanic. 
About 1850 he brought his family to Allen County, 
and after cutting his way through the woods set- 
tled on land where his son Roscoe lives today. He 
built a home, made himself useful to the community, 
and lived there honored and respected until his 
death on June 28, 1892. His wife passed away 
December 9, 1881. They were the parents of a fam- 
ily of nine children, whose names and dates of birth 
are given the following record: Mary A., October 
13, 1836; Edith R., December 12, 1838; Clifford G., 
December 25, 1839; Calvin W., May 4, 1842; Charles 
F., November 10, 1844; Roscoe B., January 7, 1847; 
Abigail A., January 21, 1849; Clarence B., August 3, 
1851; and Berton E., April 11, 1854. Only three are 
now living: Mary A., wife of T. A. Handle of 
Marion Township, and Roscoe B. and Clarence B., 
both of Amanda Township. 

Roscoe B. Harris was about two and a half years 
of age when brought to Allen County, and here he 
grew up in rural surroundings, with the common 
schools as his chief source of education. He lived 
at home and found work to do until he married on 
September 24, 1870, Artemesia Welch. Mrs. Harris 
was born in Marion Township of Allen County June 
7, 1852, and died March 5, 1921. She was a daughter 
of John and Mary (Thompson) Welch. Her father 
was born in Butler County, Ohio, in 1818, and came 
to Allen County when a boy, growing up on a farm 
in Marion Township. Her mother was born in 
Champaign County, Ohio, September 5, 1821. They 
were married July 11, 1847, and spent all their mar- 
ried lives on a farm in Marion Township. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Harris lived a 
year in Amanda Township, then ten years in Marion 
Township, and since then have occupied one home 
and one locality, the farm whose situation has been 
described above. Mr. Harris owns eighty-two acres 
and has employed it for general farming and stock 
raising purposes. He and his wife had five children: 
Bertha, wife of T. S. Plackard of Lima; Clarence L., 
a farmer in Amanda Township; Grace L., wife of 
David C. Miller of Lima; Richard R., also of Lima; 
and Lillian, wife of Verne Huffer. The family have 
long been identified with the Baptist Church in 
Marion Township, Mr. Harris serving as deacon and 
trustee and for many years superintendent of its 
Sunday school. He and his wife are members of 
the Marion Grange of which he is past master, and 
in ea he has supported numerous republican 
tickets. 


James Piriars, Pillars is one of the names asso- 
ciated with the larger affairs of the State of Ohio and 
also representing one of the oldest and most promi- 
nent families of Lima and Allen County. 
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Isaiah Pillars was a great lawyer and held many 
offices of trust and responsibility at home and in the 
state. He was admitted to the bar when not quite 
twenty-one years of age, and began practice at Lima 
in 1855. The following year he married at Lima 
Susan Fickle. In 1862 he was appointed command- 
ant at Camp Lima by Governor Tod with the rank 
of colonel, in 1866 was elected prosecuting attorney 
of Allen County, in 1871 was chosen representative in 
the General Assembly, declining re-election after one 
term, and in 1877 was elected attorney general of 
the State of Ohio. This able lawyer and citizen died 
at Lima September 13, 1895. 

His son, the late James Pillars; was born at 
Lima November 4, 1856, and lived in his native city 
all his life except while acquiring his education. 
His education was completed in the Swedenborg Col- 
lege at Urbana, Ohio. He was a civil engineer by 
profession, and for a long period of years was con- 
nected with one or other of the offices of county 
surveyor and city engineer.. He was elected and 
served as county surveyor from 1885 to 1888 and 1888 
to 1891, and as city engineer from 1892 to 1894. At 
the time of his death, which occurred June 28, 1914, 
he was assistant county surveyor. 

He was a very sincere democrat and prominent 
and active in his party and was a member of the 
Methodist Church. September 4, 1883, at Lima, he 
married Ella Littler, daughter of Rev. James M. and 
Mary (Conwell) Littler. Their only child, Robert, 
died in infancy. James Pillars was deeply interested 
in Allen County as his home and in the history and 
preservation of historical relics. It was mainlv due 
to efforts of Mr. Pillars that Allen County has the 
historical records and display of which the county 
is so proud and for which future generations will 
be so thankful. One of his chief hobbies was the 
Allen County Historical Society, with which 
Mrs. James Pillars is also actively identified. 


WitiiaAM A. FREDERICK. For some years past the 
Hillside Farm has had the reputation of being one 
of the most productive and best kept up farms in 
Perry Township. Its owner, and the man respon- 
sible for this reputation is William A. Frederick, 
who has lived in Allen County nearly all his life and 
is one of the county’s most substantial citizens. 

Mr. Frederick was born in Auglaize Township 
September 20, 1855, son of William and Jane Maria 
(Kline) Frederick. His father was a native of Ross 
County, Ohio, and grandfather Frederick came from 
southern Ohio at an early date to Allen County. 
Jane Maria Kline was born in Marion, Ohio, and 
was only four years of age when her parents died. 
Her father was a tanner at Marion. She was reared 
by her Uncle, Henry Kline, in Delaware County, 
Ohio. William and Jane Maria Frederick were imar- 
ried in 1845 and in 1846 moved to Auglaize Town- 
ship of Allen County. They were substantial farm- 
ers in that section for many years, but about 1895 
moved to the Village of Harrod where the father 
died in 1901 and the mother in 1905. Their children 
were: Mrs, Mary Wray. deceased; Nancy, of Har- 
rod; Sarah, deceased; Alice, Mrs. Charles Swan of 
Lima; Henry E., of Jackson Township; William A.; 
Isaac, of Wichita, Kansas; John Thomas, deceased; 
and Clement Elmore, of Harrod, Ohio. 

William A. Frederick supplemented his advantages 
in the district schools by one term in the Normal 
University at Lebanon, Ohio. Beginning at the age 
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of sixteen he taught in country schools for two 
years. Following that for two years he rented a 
farm from David Hefner in Van Wert County. 
Returning to Auglaize Township he managed his 
father’s place for several years. 

In May, 1885, Mr. Frederick married Emma Hum- 
rick, a native of Auglaize Township and daughter of 
John P. and Margaret (Stoot) Humrick. Her par- 
ents were born in Germany and were early settlers 
in Allen County. 

Aiter his marriage Mr. Frederick conducted a 
butcher business at Lima for five years. Selling out 
he has since been engaged in farming. At the begin- 
ning he rented: his wife’s father’s place in section 1 
of Perry Township, and continued to rent that place 
after the death of her father until her mother died 
in 1903. They then bought the interests of the other 
heirs in the eighty acres, and this constitutes the 
Hillside Farm. Mr. Frederick has replaced prac- 
tically all the old buildings, and he has given much 
attention to the maintenance of the buildings in good 
repair and with fresh paint. 

At different times he has also been occupied with 
public service, having served two terms as assessor 
and ten years as a member of the School Board. 
He is a democrat and is an active member and has 
been an elder since 1895 of the English Reformed 
Church. Mrs. Frederick and their only daughter 
Nettie are also members of the church. Nettie is the 
widow of Emmet Lippincott and has one daughter, 
Helen Lippincott, born June 8, 1913. 


JoHN ZeEITzZ is a venerable resident of Perry 
Township, who as boy and youth went through all 
the experiences common to the pioneer in proving 
up and developing a tract of woodland and putting 
it into cultivation and establishing a home. 

Mr. Zeitz was born in Germany in December, 1835, 
son of John Peter and Mary (Stutt) Zeitz. In 1850 
the family left Europe, embarked on a sailing vessel, 
which was forty days in crossing the ocean. Prac- 
tically all the party were seasick except the son John, 
who had to assume the place of cook for most of 
the passengers. From the eastern coast the family 
traveled west to Cleveland and then drove overland 
to Westminster, spending one night on the way at 
Kenton. At Westminster John Peter Zeitz bought 
forty-two acres of timber land, and in clearing it out 
the son John proved an effective aid. He lived at 
home to the age of twenty-one, working on the place 
in winters and hiring out at wages during the sum- 
mer. For several years he worked as a railroad 
hand and also as a farm laborer. Mr. Zeitz eventu- 
ally bought forty acres of his own in section 22 of 
Perry Township. This, too, was covered with dense 
timber. In October, 1865, he married Philapina 
Koch, who was born in Baden, Germany, on October 
23, 1846, daughter of Ludwig and Elizabeth Koch. 

After his marriage Mr. Zeitz continued railroad 
work for some time and lived for a year in Lima. 
For about seven years prior to his marriage he sold 
most of the timber taken from his own land to a 
brick plant and also worked at the plant as a brick 
maker. By the time he was married he had about ten 
acres cleared, and when he went there to live he built 
a story and a half log house. Then followed many 
busy years of clearing and improving. He also 
bought forty acres across the road in section 15 
and with other land he had a farm almost in a body 
comprising 140 acres, and subsequently bought eighty 
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acres more in section 25 of Perry Township. His 
son-in-law, Rufus Creps, now lives on this eighty in 
section 25. Mr. Zeitz is still living on his original 
forty acres, and has been in that one neighborhood 
for sixty years or more. The land is now farmed 
by his son, and he is practically retired. Mr. Zeitz 
is a democratic voter and a member of the German 
Reformed Church. 

His good wife passed away November 13, 1904. 
She was the mother of three children: Mary Cather- 
ine, wife of Rufus Creps of Perry Township; Louis 
John on the same place; and Fred William of Lima. 


Watters BrotHerS. A very prosperous and high- 
class mercantile establishment in Lima is Walters 
Brothers, dealers in fancy groceries and meats at 999 
West Main street. The firm comprises Harry Ernest 
and Leon Peter Walters, both business men of long 
experience and able qualifications. 

Harry Ernest Walters was born at Kettlersville, 
Shelby County, Ohio, July 6, 1887, a son of John and 
Louise (Hilgeman) Walters. His paternal grand- 
parents were natives of Germany but were married 
in this country and became Ohio farmers. They had 
a family of five sons and five daughters, John 
Walters being the third in age. John Walters for 
many years was a successful brick manufacturer at 
Kettlersville, but since 1915 has lived at New 
Bremen, Ohio. 

Harry E. Walters attended the schools of Kettlers- 
ville to the age of fourteen, and gained his first 
knowledge of the grocery business as an errand boy 
in a grocery store there for two years. For another 
year he was a helper in a stone pottery plant at Day- 
ton, Ohio, then worked a year in a grocery house at 
New Bremen, and, coming to Lima, was a salesman 
in Piper’s Grocery for six years. In 1914 he and 
his brother Leon Peter started a modest business as 
grocers and meat merchants on North and Jameson 
streets. Both were thoroughly versed in their spe- 
cial lines of merchandising, had aggressiveness and 
rapidly extended their trade. Largely as a result of 
the great increase in their business they moved to 
ee present handsome store and quarters in May, 
1919, 

Harry E. Walters is a stockholder in the Cleveland 
Discount Company and also has some real estate 
and other interests. He is affiliated with the Knights 
of Pythias, the First Baptist Church and is a repub- 
lican in politics. In 1912 he married Miss Katherine 
Hick, daughter of Stewart and Laura (Fitzgerald) 
Hick of Lima. Their two children are Laura Louise, 
born in 1913, and John Stewart, born in 1918. 


NoaH BasinceR. The people of Bluffton realize 
that Noah Basinger is rendering them a very efficient 
and sympathetic service as an undertaker, and they 
also hold him in respect for the manner in which 
he is conducting his large furniture store. He was 
born in Richland Township, Allen County, Ohio, on 
the farm of his father, September 11, 1874, a son of 
David P. and Barbara (Schumacher) Basinger. 
Both were natives of Richland Township, he born 
August 14, 1841, and she in December, 1840. She 
died in September, 1913, but he survives. They were 
reared and educated in Richland Township, and there 
he became a teacher, and later became a minister of 
the Reformed Mennonite Church. They had seven 
children, six of whom survive, namely: N. W., who 
is deputy treasurer of Allen County and lives at 
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Bluffton; Joel, died age eighteen years; Noah, who 
was the third in order of birth; Lydia, who is unmar- 
ried; Julia, who is the wife of Peter D. Geiger of 
Bluffton; David E., who is a resident of Bluffton; 
and Reuben, who is a resident of Lima, Ohio. 

Growing up on the homestead, Noah Basinger was 
early taught lessons of industry and thrift he has 
never forgotten, and he attended the local schools 
and the Bluffton High School, from which he was 
graduated. He then began merchandising, and for 
eight years handled clothing and shoes. In 1902 he 
began handling furniture, and in 1910 added under- 
taking to his business, having prepared himself for 
the latter line of work by taking a course of study 
at the Embalming School at Columbus, Ohio, from 
which he was graduated. He is also a stockholder 
of the Citizens National Bank of Bluffton, and a 
member of its Board of Directors. 

In 1907 Mr. Basinger was united in marriage with 
Anna E. Herr, a graduate of the Bluffton High 
School. They have two children, namely: Dorothy, 
who was born December 10, 1914; and James, who 
was born May 25, 1918. Mr. Basinger belongs to 
Bluffton Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; 
Lima Lodge, Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks; Lima Lodge; Knights of Pythias No. 91, of 
which he is past chancellor; Bluffton Lodge No. Zi, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of which he is 
a past grand. In politics he is a democrat, and has 
served as village clerk. Mr. Basinger’s undertaking 
establishment is fitted with all modern appliances for 
the proper conduct of the last sad rites, and he 
understands his profession thoroughly so is able to 
render a service that compares favorably to that of 
any undertaker in the country. As a citizen he is 
upright and honorable, and having the good of his 
community at heart is at all times ready and willing 
to aid in securing its advancement in every way 
possible. 


SetH Beat Ancate. A practical farmer and good 
business man, Seth Beal Adgate is justly numbered 
among the successful agriculturalists of Allen 
County. He was born on a farm on section 11, 
Shawnee Township, Allen County, Ohio, August 27, 
1885, a son of Hart Carlysle and Lydia (Beal) 
Adgate, natives of Shawnee Township and New 
York State, respectively. The paternal grandparents 
were Charles and Mary (Carlysle) Adgate, natives 
of Trumbull County, Ohio, and Connecticut, respec- 
tively. After their marriage Carlysle Adgate and 
his wife settled in Shawnee Township, where they 
became extensive farmers and stock raisers, owning 
500 acres. He was killed on February 8, 1911, by a 
train at a railroad crossing. His wife died in Janu- 
ary, 1904, having borne her husband the following 
children: Harry, who passed away in infancy; Mary, 
who is Mrs. E. O. Zurmehly; Seth B., who was sec- 
ond in order of birth; and Sola B., who is Mrs. A. D. 
Zurmehly of Shawnee Township. 

Seth B. Adgate remained at home, assisting with 
the farm work while he was attending the local 
schools, until his marriage, which occurred Septem- 
ber 12, 1911, when he was united with Ruth Green- 
land. She was born at Lima, Ohio, a daughter of 
Thomas and Bertha (McCormack) Greenland, natives 
of Indiana and Illinois, respectively. She is a grand- 
daughter of Thomas and Anna Greenland, natives of 
England, and Newton W. and Martha Luretta (Cun- 
ningham) McCormack. Following their marriage 
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Mr, and Mrs, Adgate located on their present farm. 
Mr. Adgate owns 240 acres of land, all of which is 
under cultivation with the exception of eighty acres 
which he keeps in timber. Here he is engaged in a 
general line of farming and stock raising, and is 
making a success of his undertaking, for he is a 
man who understands his business thoroughly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Adgate have two children, Mary 
Bess and Ruth Emily. Mrs. Adgate is quite active 
in the Presbyterian Church, of which she is a con- 
sistent member. In politics Mr. Adgate is a repub- 
lican, but aside from casting his vote for the candi- 
dates of his party he does not take a very promi- 
nent part in public matters. He belongs to Lima 
Lodge No. 91, Knights of Pythias, andthe Grange, 
and Mrs. Adgate belongs to the Round Table. For 
some time Mr. Adgate has been identified with the 
work of the Young Men’s Christian Association in 
his neighborhood, and he belongs to the Allen County 
Historical Society. Having come of a family long 
established in the county, he is naturally interested 
in its history and recognizes the importance of prop- 
erly preserving its record for future generations. A 
hard-working, thrifty and capable man, Mr. Adgate 
has steadily advanced through his own efforts and 
deserves the prosperity which is now rewarding him 
for his long years of toil and planning. 


SAMUEL K. MosIMAN, president of Bluffton Col- 
lege at Bluffton, is one of the most scholarly men 
of Ohio, and a man of the highest standing among 
the successful educators of his times and locality. 
He was born in Butler County, Ohio, in the City of 
Middletown, December 17, 1867, a son of Christian 
and Anna (Kinsinger) Mosiman. Christian Mosi- 
man was born near Oxford, Butler County, Ohio, 
March 11, 1842, a son of Christian Mosiman, a native 
of France, who came to the United States and located 
in Pennsylvania for two years, but left that state 
and came to Butler County, Ohio, in 1829. Still later 
he went to Kentucky, but after a decade spent there 
returned to Butler County. He was married in 
Butler County, Ohio, to a lady who was also of 


.French birth, who had been brought to this country 


by her father in 1819, settlement being made in 
Kentucky, where he died. The daughter then moved 
to Butler County, Ohio, where she met and was 
married to Mr. Mosiman. Both united with the 
Mennonite Church, and continued active in the good 
work of that organization. In politics he was a 
democrat. 

The children born to Christian and Anna (Kin- 
singer) Mosiman were as follows: Mary, Samuel K., 
Salvena, Lavina, Ella, Leanna, Louise, John, Edison, 
William, Ezra, Elmer, Ida and Estelle. of whom 
Ezra is deceased. Samuel K. Mosiman was edu- 
cated at Wittenberg College, from which he was 
graduated with the degrees of Bachelor and Master 
of Arts; McCormick Theological Seminary of Chi- 
cago, from which he was graduated with the degree 
of Bachelor of Divinity, and he then studied in Ger- 
many. Prior to taking his collegiate courses 
Mr. Mosiman had been grounded in the public 
schools and the National Normal School at Lebanon, 
Ohio. Doctor Mosiman had a fellowship in Hebrew, 
which gained for him a two years’ course in the 
University of Halle, Germany, from which he was 
graduated in 1907 with the degree Doctor of Philos- 
ophy. In 1920 he received an honorary degree, Doc- 
tor of Literature, from Wittenberg College. 
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Having prepared himself for the profession of 
teaching, Doctor Mosiman was engaged in teaching 
an Indian school from 1897 until 1902, and he was an 
instructor in philosophy and Greek at the National 
Normal School. In 1908 he came to Bluffton as a 
member of the faculty of Bluffton College, and in 
1909 became acting president, and president in 1910, 
which distinguished office he still holds. Under his 
able administration Bluffton College has risen to 
high rank among institutions of learning of the 
country, and graduates of it receive great consid- 
eration. 

Doctor Mosiman was married in 1902 to Mollie S. 
Krehbiel, of St. Louis, Missouri, who died on the 
Atlantic Ocean in 1905. In 1909 Doctor Mosiman 
was married to Emilie S. Hamm, who was born and 
educated in Germany, from whence she came to the 
United States when a girl. She became an educator 
in Nebraska, and is a lady of high culture, and 
greatly interested in her husband’s work. Both 
Dr. and Mrs. Mosiman belong to the Mennonite 
Church, and he has long been a member of the 
Board of Education of the General Conference of 
that religious body, and has been its chairman. He 
belongs to the Lima Rotary Club, and is one of its 
active factors. In politics he is an independent dem- 
ocrat. Mrs. Mosiman is a member of the Woman’s 
Club and is now president of the Travel Class of that 
organization, and is a teacher on missions and 
Americanization. 

Doctor Mosiman is not only an educator who 
possesses in the highest degree the scholastic train- 
ing, but his experiences are such as to give to his 
pupils a sharp, clear and illuminating conception of 
whatever study may be under consideration. He 
possesses the faculty of reaching the understanding 
of his pupils directly and surely, and not only wins 
their respect, but their affection as well, and is in 
himself an inspiration to lead them on to better and 
higher efforts. : 

Joun C. Herrmann. A large part of the popula- 
tion of the thriving little city of Bluffton is depend- 
ent for its daily ice supply upon the Bluffton Ice 
Plant, which is rendering this community excellent 
service under the capable management of John C. 
Herrmann. Mr. Herrmann has been a resident of 
this city for a quarter of a century, during which 
time he has been engaged in several lines of business 
and has gradually developed into one of his com- 
munity’s substantial and reliable citizens. 

Mr. Herrmann was born in Switzerland, Novem- 
ber 12, 1860, a son of John Christian and Rosina 
(Alig) Herrmann. The parents, who were also 
Swiss by birth, passed their lives in their native 
land in farming operations, and were faithful mem- 
bers of the Catholic Church, the father being a con- 
servative in politics. There were twelve children 
in the family, of whom four are deceased, and five 
came to the United States: John C., Melk and 
Christian, of Columbus; Venerenda Yanker, of Sac- 
ramento, Calitornia; and Dora, who is married and 
resides in California. . 

John C. Herrmann attended the public schools in 
his native country and at the age of seventeen years 
immigrated to the United States, first settling at 
Archbold, Ohiu, where he secured employment in a 
brewery. He was employed by the year for some 
time and then leased the property, which he operated 
until coming in 1895 to Bluffton. Here he bought the 


Vol. 1I—12 


193 


brewery, which he conducted until it was closed by 
prohibition, since which time he has been chiefly in- 
terested in the operation of the Bluffton Ice Plant, 
an enterprise which he has developed into a definite 
success. Mr. Herrmann has various other interests 
and is a director of the Citizens National Bank of 
Bluffton. He has important holdings in realty, being 
the owner of town property at both Bluffton and 
Archbold, and having a one-half interest in ten 
flats at Lima, in addition to which he owns seventy 
acres of good land in Richland Township, Allen 
County. His standing in his community is that 
of a man of business integrity and honor and a 
citizen who supports all worthy enterprises. Politi- 
cally a democrat, he is not a politician, but while a 
resident of Archbold served two terms as a member 
of the council of that place. 

On July 2, 1885, Mr. Herrmann was united in 
marriage with Miss Franzine Stuff, of Archbold, 
and to this union there were born four children: 
Joseph E., of Lima; John F., now engaged in busi- 
ness with his father at Bluffton, a veteran of the 
World war, during which he went to France and 
was twice at the front, where he was stationed at 
the time of the signing of the armistice; Andrew, 
also engaged in business with his father and likewise 
a veteran of the World war, in which he served as 
corporal and was at the front in France for nineteen 
days; and Casper Ervin, who also saw service in 
France, where he was stationed for about ninety days 
prior to the signing of the armistice. Mr. and Mrs. 
Herrmann and their sons are consistent members 
of the Catholic Church. 


James Witi1am Hoyt. All of the heroes are not 
those who make the supreme sacrifice on the field of 
battle. Just as much courage is shown by private 
citizens in the ordinary pursuit of their vocations, 
none of which, however, demands as much real 
bravery of its followers as that of a locomotive 
engineer. Each train which passes over the thou- 
sands of miles of railroad tracks is driven by a man, 
who each time he climbs in his cab takes his life 
in his hands, and unfortunately too many of these 
brave men pass out of life in an accident. Such 
was the case with the late James William Hoyt, 
whose widow is now one of the honored ladies of 
Lima, Ohio. 

James William Hoyt was born in Seneca County, 
Ohio, March 1, 1843, a son of William and Jane 
(McClure) Hoyt, natives of Licking County, Ohio. 
During the war between the States James Hoyt 
enlisted in Company I, Sixty-Sixth Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, and the time of his entrance into the 
Union army was during the early part of 1861, in 
response to President Lincoln’s first call for troops. 
He served throughout the war and was fortunate 
enough to escape injury. After his honorable dis- 
charge he returned to Lima, Ohio, and worked for 
one year at the cooper trade, and then took up 
locomotive engineering, first serving of course as a 
brakeman, then fireman, and in this way earning his 
promotion. While running an engine for the Wabash 
Railroad, he took the siding at Climers, Indiana, 
and was examining his engine, when a “flyer” struck 
him, and his death resulted, June 4, 1899, 

On November 12, 1866, Mr. Hoyt was united in 
marriage with Anna Saum, born at Homer, Licking 
County, Ohio, a daughter of Gideon and Elizabeth 
(Rosecrans) Saum, the former of whom was horn 
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in the Shenandoah Valley, Virginia. For seven 
years following his marriage Mr. Hoyt resided at 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, and then moved to Andrews, 
Indiana, where he was living at the time of his 
demise. Following that event Mrs. Hoyt came to 
Lima, Ohio, where she is still living. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hoyt had the following children: Clarence M., who 
lives with his mother; Ernest, who lives at Indian- 
apolis, Indiana; William Earl, who lives at Dayton, 
Ohio; and Maude A., who is Mrs. Albert Claypool, 
of Lima. Mr. Hoyt attended the Lima Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and his widow belongs to the 
Christian Church. In politics he was a republican. 
He belonged to the Masons and the Grand Army 
of the Republic. In his work as an engineer he was 
efficient and held in high esteem by his road. He 
was a member of the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers. His untimely death was deplored, and 
Mrs. Hoyt was the recipient of several letters of con- 
dolence from his railroad and the organizations with 
which he was connected. Mrs. Hoyt is a first cousin 
to General Rosecrans of Civil war fame, whose 
family had originated in Holland, but came to the 
American Colonies at a period before the Revo- 
lutionary war. Since coming to Lima Mrs. Hoyt 
has lived very quietly, devoting herself to her family 
and her church, but she has endeared herself to her 
associates as a lady of admirable characteristics. 


Bert Mitton Corwin, senior member of the 
White Cigar Company of the Public Square in 
Lima, is one of the substantial men of Allen County, 
and a man whose good judgment and business sense 
are recognized by all who know him. He was born 
in Union City, Indiana, in 1866, a son of Stephen 
G, and Almira (Gordon) Corwin. The family orig- 
inated in England, from whence representatives came 
to this country and located in Pennsylvania, and 
then came to Ohio and Indiana. Members of this 
family have as a rule been either professional men 
or merchants. Stephen G. Corwin was living retired 
at the time of his death in 1902, but his wife had 
passed away in 1894. They had five children, of 
whom Bert Milton was the third child and only son. 

Bert Milton Corwin took the grade and high 
school courses at Franklin, Ohio, and then learned 
the trade of a carriage builder at Piqua, Ohio. 
When he had completed his apprenticeship he en- 
gaged in business with Wyckoff Clark, of Celina, 
and they continued as carriage manufacturers for 
ten years, when he sold his interests and came to 
Lima in 1903. Upon arriving in this city he en- 
tered in the restaurant and cigar business in partner- 
ship with two men, whose interests he later pur- 
chased and then, in 1908, sold Henry Steinle an 
interest, and the firm has since continued as Corwin 
& Steinle. 

On November 20, 1891, Mr. Corwin was united in 
marriage with Alice Shepherd, a daughter of W. E. 
Shepherd, of Mercer County, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. 
Corwin became the parents of two children, but 
had the misfortune to lose both, as Dee Gordon 
passed away on June 23, 1917, when seventeen years 
of age; and Fay, who died in 1894, when three 
months old. In his political convictions Mr. Cor- 
win is a republican, but has never cared to enter 
public life. While living at Celina, Ohio, he became 
a charter member of the Chamber of Commerce, and 
upon locating at Lima continued his work in that 
body of this city. He also became a member of 
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the Lima Club and of Lima Lodge, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, and is very active in all 
of these organizations. A man of great energy, he 
has always thrown himself into whatever he has 
undertaken and made a success of it, a fact his asso- 
ciates realize and therefore when they have some 
project on foot they endeavor to get him interested 
so as to insure its successful promotion. 


Hon. JAMES MACKENzIE. Change is constant and 
general, generations rise and pass unmarked away, 
and it is the duty of posterity as well as a present 
gratification to place upon the printed page a true 
record of the lives of those who have preceded us 
on the stage of action and left to their descendants 
the memory of their struggle and achievements. 
The years of the honored subject of this memoir are 
a part of the indissoluble chain which links the an- 
nals of the past to those of later days, and the 
history of Allen County would not be complete with- 
out due reference to the long, useful and honorable 
life Mr. Mackenzie lived and the success he achieved 
as an earnest worker in one of the most important 
fields of endeavor. 

James Mackenzie was born at Dundee, Scotland, 
on July 14, 1814, and was the son of Hon. William 
Lyon Mackenzie. The latter was born on March 
12, 1795, in Scotland, where he was reared and 
educated. In 1820 he*emigrated to Canada, and 
four years later he established the Colonial Advocate 
at Toronto. In 1828 he was elected to the Provincial 
Parliament of York, and became the leader of the 
Reform party. In 1832, his term having expired, he 
was sent to London as a delegate with a petition 
of grievances. In 1834 he was elected the first 
mayor of Toronto, and continued to insist on re- 
formatory moveinents in every branch of the govern- 
ment. In 1837 he headed a band of armed insurgents 
who demanded a settlement of the complained of 
grievances and in consequence of his part in the 
affair he was expelled from Canada and came to the 
United States. He resided here until 1849, when, 
political amnesty being procliamed by the Canadian 
Government, he returned to Canada. In 1850 he 
became a member of Parliament, in which he served 
until 1858. His death occurred in Toronto in 1861. 

James Mackenzie was about six years of age when, 
in 1820, he was brought by his father to Canada, 
where he received his educational training and where 
he learned the printing trade under the direction of 
his father. In 1837 he came to the United States 
with his father and, with the expelled insurgents, 
took part in the fighting along the frontier, during 
those strenuous days being his father’s closest friend. 
Later he established at Lockport, New York, a 
newspaper, the Fremont Advocate, which was de- 
signed to help the cause of the protesting Canadians, 
but which was discontinued in 1839. He later was 
engaged by Vick & Company, of Rochester, New 
York, who were at that time issuing a daily paper, 
The Workingmen’s Advocate, in the interest of 
American working men. The paper was later sold 
and its name changed to the Rochester Advocate, 
on which Mr. Mackenzie for a time was reporter 
and local editor. He then moved to Cleveland, 
Ohio, where he resumed his law studies, which he 
had previously commenced while living at Lockport, 
New York. and was prepared for admission to the 
bar by Bishop & Backus. He was admitted to the 
bar in 1845, and then moved to Henry County, Ohio, 
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where, while waiting for cases, he taught school 
and also entered politics, being elected township 
clerk. In 1844 he was elected prosecuting attorney of 
Henry County, but resigned the office in 1845 and 
moved to Putnam County, Ohio, and purchased the 
Kalida Venture, a democratic newspaper. He became 
a leader in the political life of Putnam County, 
and in 1846 was elected prosecuting attorney, being 
re-elected in 1848 and 1850. In 1853 he was elected 
to the Ohio Legislature, serving one term, and in 
1856 was again elected prosecuting attorney of Put- 
nam County. In 1858 he moved to Allen County and 
became editor and publisher of the Allen County 
Democrat. In 1861 and again in 1863 he was elected 
prosecuting attorney of Allen County, and in 1865 
he was elected judge of the Court of Common Pleas, 
serving with distinction until 1879, when he retired 
from the bench and resumed his law practice in 
Lima, forming a partnership with Theodore D. 
Robb. He died on May, 9, 1901. He married 
Lucina P. Leonard, and they became the parents of 
seven children. His life history exhibited a career 
of unswerving integrity, indefatigable private indus- 
try, high mental ability and wholesome home and 
social relations—a commendable career crowned with 
success, his memory being today honored by all who 
knew him. 


James Gorton Mackenzizc. A _ worthy native 
son of Allen county is he whose name forms the 
caption to this paragraph, a man who not only is 
a representative of an old and highly esteemed 
family of this community, but who has through 
his own ability and successful efforts won for 
himself a high place in the esteem of the people 
among whom he has spent his life. James Gorton 
Mackenzie was born in Lima, Ohio, on July 9, 
1884, and is the son of Eugene C. and Ella 
Frances (Gorton) Mackenzie, the former of whom 
was born in Kalida, Ohio, on October 15, 1856, 
and the latter was born at Warren, Ohio, in Sep- 
tember, 1861. The paternal grandparents were 
Judge James and Lucina Polly (Leonard) Mac- 
kenzie, the former born near Dundee, Scotland, 
and the latter a native of New York state. 
maternal grandparents were William B. and 
Frances (Roberts) Gorton, both of whom were 
born and reared in New York state. James Mac- 
kenzie took a prominent part in the historic Cana- 
dian rebellion of 1837, went to New York state 
from Toronto, but returned to Canada a few 
months later, and was afterward a member of the 
Canadian Parliament. He is referred to specifi- 
cally in a personal sketch elsewhere in this work. 

Eugene C. Mackenzie was brought to Lima-in 
his youth and received his educational training in 
the public schools of this city. In 1876 he was 
appointed deputy county clerk of Allen county, 
serving as such until 1881, when he was elected 
county clerk, filling that office until 1888, having 
been elected to succeed himself. He was then 
connected with the Manhattan Oil Company as 
shipping clerk, but was afterwards given charge 
of that company’s car department in. Wood 
county, Ohio. In 1900 he returned to Lima and 
organized the Fidelity Coal and Supply Company, 
dealers in coal and building supplies, and the 
company has enjoyed a prosperous career, being 
now numbered among the leading concerns of the 
kind in this community. The official personnel 
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of the company is as follows: James G. Mac- 
kenzie, president; R. B. Holland, vice president; 
E. F. Mackenzie, secretary; F. L. Mackenzie, 
treasurer; and Eugene C. Mackenzie, general 
manager. Eugene C. Mackenzie is widely known 
throughout Allen county and has a host of warm 
and loyal friends, who esteem him highly not only 
because of his splendid official record and his 
business success, but also because of his high per- 
sonal character. 

To Eugene C. and Ella F. Mackenzie were 
born two children, Helen M. and James Gorton. 
Helen M. became the wife of R. B. Holland, vice 
president of the ‘Fidelity Coal and Supply Com- 
pany, and they have four children, Catherine, 
Fred, Rolla B. and Eugene Gorton. James G. 
was married to Frances Roberts. In addition to 
his relations with the Fidelity Coal and Supply 
Company as president, he is also a member of the 
Board of Commissioners of Allen county and pro- 
prietor of the El! Dora Stock Farm of 200 acres 
just west of Lima, The family are members of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. Mr. Mackenzie 
gives his earnest support to the Democratic party 
and maintains a public spirited attitude towards 
every movement or enterprise for the advance- 
ment of the general welfare of the community. 
A man of forceful individuality and marked busi- 
ness ability, he is well equipped for the larger 
duties of life, while his probity of character and 
his genial personality, obliging nature and gen- 
erous impulses have gained for him universal 
esteem and friendship in the community where 
his entire life has been spent. 


Ernest T. MitcHett. The study of the life of 
the representative American never fails to offer 
much of pleasing interest and valuable instruction, 
developing a mastering of expedients which has 
brought about splendid results. Ernest T. Mitchell, 
the well-known cashier of the City Bank at Lima, 
Ohio, is a worthy representative of that type of 
American character and of that progressive spirit 
which promotes public good while advancing indi- 
vidual prosperity. He has long been prominently 
identified with the business interests of Allen 
County, and while his personal efforts have brought 
him success they have also advanced the general 
welfare of the community by accelerating and en- 
couraging general business prosperity. Mr. Mitchell 
is a native son of the county now honored by his 
citizenship, having been born in Lima on the 3d 
day of May, 1863, and is the son of Thornton T. 
and Nancy (Stephens) Mitchell, the former of whom 
was during his active life prominent and influential 
in the banking and business life of Lima, his death 
occurring in September, 1909. Ernest T. Mitchell 
received his educational training in the public and 
high schools of Lima, following which he took a 
commercial course in a business college in Dayton, 
Ohio. At the age of seventeen years he became a 
clerk in a book and stationery store in Lima, where 
he remained three years, at the end of that time 
going on the road as a traveling salesman in the 
same line for a Cleveland, Ohio, firm. Three years 
later he came to Lima and became associated as a 
partner with F. J. Banta in the confectionery busi- 
ness, which commanded his attention for about three 
years. At the end of that period he sold his interest 
in the business and during the three following years 
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served as a clerk in the City Bank, of which his 
father was the owner. He then became assistant 
cashier of the City Bank and on the death of his 
father in September, 1909, became cashier, which 
official position he is still holding. Since the death 
of the father he and his brother have been the sole 
owners of the business, which is now housed in a 
fine, modern and convenient building on the corner 
of North Main Street and the Public Square. This 
bank has long been known as one of the solid finan- 
cial institutions of Allen County, and the Mitchell 
brothers have long held distinctive precedence among 
those enterprising citizens whose activities have been 
a potent factor in the development and upbuilding 
of the community. 

On September 15, 1886, Mr. Mitchell was married 
to Belle Thatcher, of Seneca, County, Ohio, the 
daughter of William P. and Harriett (Goodale) 
Thatcher, who are natives of New York State. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell has been born a daughter, 
Marguerite, who became the wife of Herbert F. 
Baxter, an insurance agent in Lima, now deceased. 

Fraternally Mr. Mitchell is a member of Lodge 
No. 52, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
and Lodge No. 91, Knights of Pythias. In political 
affairs he gives his support to the republican party 
and his religious affiliation is with the Presbyterian 
Church. Unostentatious, open-hearted and candid 
in manner, he has won a host of warm and loyal 
friends throughout this community, being numbered 
among the progressive, public-spirited and enterpris- 
ing citizens of Lima. 


Levi Luxe. Whether in the prosecution of his 
farming interests in Bath Township, as a stock 
dealer, or as an employe of one of the industrial 
plants at Lima Levi Luke has been known as a 
man of prompt action, reliable service and ability 
and public spirit. 

He was born July 24, 1852, son of Ephraim and 
Hannah (England) Luke, and when he was two 
months old his parents moved to Marion County, 
Ohio. He grew up there, attended a few months’ 
school each year in a log schoolhouse, assisted in the 
work of the home farm, and that was his routine 
until he was twenty-two, when he married and 
started life on his own account. 

October 31, 1874, Mr. Luke married Sarah Jane 
Counterman, daughter of Pembrook and Elizabeth 
(Creglow) Counterman, of Waldo Township, Marion 
County. Mr. and Mrs. Luke have reared, educated 


and provided for a household of children. They 
were the parents of eight. Iza Rozelle, the oldest, 
died August 22, 1889, at the age of fourteen. Bert 


Lee, born in 1877, lives on the home farm with his 
parents. Ida Catherine is the wife of Earl Jen- 
nings, of Lima. B. Elmer, born in 1881, lives at 
Lima, and by his marriage to Inez Anderson of that 
city has three children, Blanche Maxine, Sarah Jane 
and Denelda. William Walter died in 1908, at the 
age of twenty-five. Blanche May died March 4, 
1889, at the age of four years. Bessie Merle is the 
wife of E. Wooley, of Lima, and her three children 
are Helen Josephine, Gail Francis and Nina Marie. 
The youngest of the family is Harvey Dean, who in 
1911 married Edna Mae Dunbar, daughter of 
Nathaniel Newell and Mary Elizabeth (Chandler) 
Dunbar, of Monroe Township, Allen County. Har- 
vey D. Luke and wife have five children: Inez 
Lucile, Levi, Pauline Catherine, Edna Mae and 
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Irene LaVergne, and one son, James Pembroke, 
died May 18, 1917, at the age of five years. 

After his marriage Mr. Luke moved to Pleasant 
Township, Marion County, lived in a log house: three 
years, and farmed seventy-five acres. From there 
he came to Allen County, purchased the eighty-acre 
farm he still owns and in 1877 he and his wife and 
children occupied the substantial house of logs which 
is still standing and still shelters Mr. and Mrs. Luke 
more than forty years later. In 1890 Mr. Luke ieft 
the farm and for seventeen years farmed close to 
Lima. For the past ten or fifteen years he has 
resumed farming on his own place. For a number 
of years he was a stock buyer and shipper, and his 
operations in this line covered a wide territory. 
He has been successful in his business affairs and 
is a thoroughly honored citizen of Allen County. 
Mr. Luke is an independent republican in politics. 


GaIL JENNINGS, an ex-service man who served 
in the Medical Corps in France, is a member of one 
of the older families of Allen County, and since the 
war has engaged his energies vigorously and with a 
commendable degree of success in the agricultural 
life of Bath Township. 

He was born in Monroe Township, August 28, 
1895, son of Orlando and Ida (Crawford) Jennings. 
His grandfather, Daniel Jennings, came from Penn- 
sylvania and was one of the early settlers in Monroe 
Township, where he reared his family. Of his 
nine children Orlando is the eighth in age. Orlando 
Jennings has spent all his life at the old homestead 
in Monroe Township, and is still living on and 
operating the forty-four-acre farm where his father 
lived before him. Orlando Jennings had four chil- 
dren, all of whom are living, Gail being the second 
in age. 

Gail Jennings attended school in Sugar Creek 
Township until he was nineteen, spending the sum- 
mers in work on the home farm. He was a young 
man about twenty-two when the war came on, and 
in March, 1918, he enlisted at Lima as a private in 
the Hospital Corps and was on duty six months in 
Evacuation Hospital No. 14 at Fort Oglethorpe, 
Georgia. July 13, 1918, he sailed for France from 
New York, spent three days at Liverpool, from there 
went to Brest and for nine and a half months was 
stationed in the Base Hospital at Rennecourt, and 
while there was made a first class private in the 
Hospital Corps. He remained several inonths after 
the signing of the armistice, and left Brest in Feb- 
ruary, 1919, on the freighter Karmalla, landing in 
New York in March, and was mustered out at Camp 
Sherman, Chillicothe, Ohio, March 9, 1919. 

Mr. Jennings soon resumed the vocation in line 
with his early experience. In April, 1920, he married 
Miss Vinnie Johnson, a daughter of William and 
Ollie Johnson, of Beaver Dam. Since then they have 
operated their farm of eighty acres in Bath Town- 
ship, on rural route No. 8 out of Lima. Mr. Jen- 
nings is a democrat in politics. 


Irvin Hayes Mason. Upon every man devolves 
duties and responsibilities in proportion to his sey- 
eral abilities, and Irvin Hayes Mason has sought 
to discharge his obligations and make for himself 
a place of usefulness as a teacher and farmer. For 
a number of years he was connected with the educa- 
tional system of Allen County and latterly has been 
engaged with equal success in the business of farm- 
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ing in Bath Township. The Mason home is on 
rural route No. 2 out of Lima, and is one of the 
busy scenes of industry in the agricultural district. 

Mr. Mason was born in Bath Township June 30, 
1876, and is of English and Irish stock, a son of 
Zalmon Root and Maria (Angus) Mason. He 
comes by agriculture somewhat as a family vocation, 
since there has been an unbroken connection between 
the Mason family and the basic art of tilling the 
soil in America for nearly three centuries. His 
first American ancestor was Sampson Mason, who 
came from England in 1638 and settled in Connecti- 
cut. His grandfather, Jarvis Mason, was an Ohio 
pioneer, coming to the State a century ago, and was 
an early settler in Bath Township of Allen County, 
where he acquired a tract of Government land con- 
taining eighty acres. He developed that into a farm, 
reared his family there and died. His wife lived 
to the age of ninety-six, and they were the parents 
of thirteen children. Zalmon R. Mason lived all his 
life in Allen County, and died in 1914. Irvin Hayes 
Mason is the youngest of five children, four sons 
and one daughter, and he was only a year and a half 
old when his mother died in 1878. 

He grew up on his father’s farm, attended the 
Blue Lick school in Bath Township until the age 
of eighteen, but his schooling consisted largely of a 
few months each year. He made the best of 
his advantages, qualified as a teacher, and for eleven 
years was in charge of some of the country schools 
of his native township and also spent three years 
as a teacher in German Township. 

On March 24, 1900, Mr. Mason married Lydia 
Margaret Slusser, daughter of Harvey and Catherine 
(Morris) Slusser, of Putnam County. They have 
a family of five children: Vera Katherine, Russell J., 
Aline M., Blanche and Edith. The only son, Russell, 
was born on the 30th of November, 1904. Mr. Mason 
finally gave up his work as a teacher in 1911, and 
thenceforth applied his efforts seriously to farming. 
While teaching he had bought sixty acres, and he 
has since enlarged his fine property to eighty-five 
acres. He is a member of the United Brethren 
Church and is a republican in politics. Mr. Mason 
for twelve consecutive years has served as town 
clerk of Bath Township. 

Orvin Monroe Criper is one of the larger land 
owners in American Township, and is one of the 
comparatively few men who handle a large and 
extensive farm property with a high degree of effi- 
ciency in all departments of management and culti- 
vation. Mr. Crider represents one of the old and 
historic families of Allen County, and his home 
is supplied with mail from rural route No. 7 out 
of Lima. 

He was born in German Township of Allen 
County December 10, 1880, son of Isaac D. and 
Mariette (East) Crider. He is of Pennsylvania 
Dutch ancestry. It was his grandfather, Isaac 
Crider, who as a pioneer gave the name to the com- 
munity of Cridersville in Allen County. He cleared 
up a large tract of land and reared a family of 
six sons and three daughters. Isaac D. Crider 
lived on the old homestead until 1880, then moved to 
the East farm, and in 1902 retired, and he and his 
wife occupied the pleasant home in Lima until they 
died. The mother passed away in 1910 and the 
father in 1913. Orvin Monroe Crider is the only 
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surviving child, his sister, Viola Fay, dying at the 
age of three years. 

Mr. Crider acquired his education in the country 
schools of American Township to the age of fifteen, 
and for three years was a student in the Lutheran 
College, completing the normal course and receiv- 
ing a teacher’s certificate. He was one of the very 
popular and efficient teachers in Allen County for 
several years. For one year he taught at Eastown, 
three years in the Ash Grove School, and then again 
for a year at Eastown. When his father retired 
in 1902 he took the management of the home farm 
of eighty acres. His success at farming has enabled 
him to greatly increase his holdings. His home farm 
now comprises 140 acres. Besides his main farm 
he operates 169 acres. 

October 24, 1906, Mr. Crider married Myrtle 
Holmes, daughter of James V. and Rebecca (Kidd) 
Holmes. They have three children: Wendell 
Holmes, born in 1908; Darrell, born in 1910; and 
Grace Lenore. Mr. Crider is a democrat and is 
affiliated with the Lodge of Odd Fellows at Elida. 


Cuartes Epwin Hanes. Belonging to one of the 
pioneer familes of Allen County, Charles Edwin 
Hanes was born on his father’s farm in Shawnee 
Township, in a primitive log house, June 12, 1874, 
a son of Samuel and Henrietta (Crites) Hanes, both 
of whom were born in American Township, Allen 
County. The grandfathers, Isaac Hanes, of Penn- 
sylvania, and Jacob Crites, were both numbered 
among the very early settlers of Allen County. 
Mr. Hanes’ grandmother, Lydia Coalman Harrison, 
was a first cousin to William Henry Harrison, presi- 
dent of the United States. After their marriage 
Samuel Hanes and his wife located on a farm in 
Shawnee Township, where they owned 125 acres of 
land. They also owned fifty-seven acres located in 
American Township. All of his mature life Samuel 
Hanes was actively engaged in farming and stock- 
raising upon an extensive scale, and specialized on 
raising draft horses. A member of the school 
board for a long period, he was its president for 
some years, and he held other township offices. His 
death occurred September 20, 1891. Charles Edwin 
Hanes was the only child by his first marriage. 
After the death of his first wife he was married to 
Margaret Anspach, and they had two children: 
Jessie, who is Mrs. William Smith, of Lima, Ohio; 
and Alta, who is the widow of O. M. Bowersock, 
and lives on the homestead of her father. 

Attending the district schools and a night school 
at Lima, Charles Edwin Hanes acquired the funda- 
mentals of an education, and for a year subsequent 
to his mother’s death continued to live at home, and 
then went to Lima and learned the blacksmithing 
trade with Rhoda Brothers. In the fall of 1895 
he went to, Keokuk, Iowa, and worked in a railroad 
yard for three months, when he returned to Allen 
County and erected a blacksmith shop in the vicinity 
of his old home, and conducted it until 1900, when he 
took charge of a farm in Amanda Township and 
conducted it for about a year. For the subsequent 
year he was a roustabout for the Devonian Oil 
Company, and when that company sold to the New 
England Petroleum Oil Company Mr. Hanes con- 
tinued with the new concern, and was engaged in 
pumping oil for a year. He then began working at 
the carpenter trade, being for a time barred from 
blacksmithing on account of ill health, and worked 
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at carpentering until 1913. -Receiving a commission 
as deputy state fish and game warden, Mr. Hanes 
was occupied in attending to his duties, which in- 
cluded the securing of licenses for hunters, for 
from four to six months of the year, and the re- 
mainder of the time did carpenter work. Since 
1913 he has devoted all of his time to game protec- 
tion, and he owns twenty acres of his father’s home- 
stead in section 7, Shawnee Township, and has 
practically all of it in pasture. 

On April 6, 1898, he was married to Jessie Har- 
riett Jonte, of Cincinnati, Ohio, a daughter of 
Robert and Harriet (Stout) Jonte, natives of Cov- 
ington, Kentucky, and Cincinnati, Ohio, respectively, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hanes became the parents of the fol- 
lowing children: Jennie Henrietta, now the wife 
of Guy E. Breese, of Shawnee Township, and now 
teaching in the Lima High School; Charles Raymond, 
a student in the Ohio State University; Daisy Ruth 
and Rodney Edwin, who are at home. Mr. Hanes 
is independent in his political views. He served 
as constable for seven years, and as a justice of 
the peace for two years. Shawnee Grange, Solar 
Lodge No. 783, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
and the Fish and Game Inspectors’ Association, 
composed of the game protectors of Ohio, all hold 
his membership, and he ‘was secretary for the 
latter in 1920. He is one of the most capable game 
wardens in Ohio, and his heart is centered in this 
work, the value of which he fully appreciates, 
In every office he has held he has given entire satis- 
faction to the public, and is justly regarded as one 
of the dependable and constructive citizens of this 
part of the state. 


JoHN OrRLANDo Breese. The “Shawnee Center 
Stock Farm” is one of the best rural properties 
in Shawnee Township, and it is now owned by John 
Orlando Breese, who received it from his father, 
and since taking possession of it has developed and 
improved it to its present state. Mr. Breese is a 
native son of Shawnee Township, where he was born 
March 27, 1869. His parents were George and 
Sarah (Yoakam) Breese, the former of whom was 
born in Pennsylvania and the latter in Knox County, 
Ohio. Griffith Breese, the paternal grandfather, 
was born in Wales, from whence he came to Penn- 
sylvania, and lived there until 1832, when he moved 
to Allen County, Ohio, and settled among the 
Indians in Shawnee Township. Here he entered 
a large amount of wild timber land from the 
Government. The maternal grandfather, Michael 
Yoakam, was also one of the early settlers of Shaw- 
nee Township. 

After their marriage George Breese and his wife 
settled in Shawnee Township, where he died about 
1900, she surviving him until April, 1918. Their 
children were as follows: Charles, who is deceased; 
Mary Ellen, who is Mrs. Christ Strawbridge, of 
Shawnee Township; Ina, who is also a resident of 
Shawnee Township; and John O., who was the 
youngest of the family. 

John Orlando Breese was reared on his father’s 
farm and attended the district schools of his neigh- 
borhood. His father gave him his present farm of 
eighty acres, on which he moved after his marriage, 
and here he engaged in general farming and stock- 
raising. In the fall of 1920 he rented his farm and 
moved to Lima, and now resides in his fine home, 
841 West Spring Street. He is a republican, but 
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has not aspired to public office. Active as an Odd 
Fellow, he belongs to the Lower Lodge at Lima and 
the Encampment, and is also a member of the Lima 
Lodge of Knights of Pythias. : : 

In September, 1890, Mr. Breese was united in 
marriage with Dora Cary, born in Shawnee Town- 
ship, who died in 1908, after she had borne him 
the following children: Gladys, Guy, Vera and 
Helen, all of whom are at home. In December, 
1910, Mr. Breese was married to Freda Weaver, 
who was born in Shawnee Township, a daughter of 
Cornelius and Sarah Ellen (Wonderly) Weaver, 
natives of Trumbull County, Ohio, and Knox 
County, Ohio, respectively. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Breese are very popular, and have gathered about 
them a congenial circle of friends whom they enjoy 
entertaining at their pleasant home. Mr. Breese 
stands deservedly high among his neighbors, and is 
recognized as one of the sterling citizens and sucess- 
ful farmers of his township. 


FrankK Harpster. Allen County has some very 
interesting relics of bygone days which should be 
preserved for the coming generations, and one 
which equals any here found is an old log cabin, 
the oldest house now standing in Allen County. 
It was erected by the Indians prior to the taking 
over of this region by the whites, and is the only 
one remaining built by representatives of this race 
in the county. It stands on the farm on section 27, 
Shawnee Township, owned by Frank Harpster, who 
fortunately appreciates its historical value and he 
is going to set it aside, as well as the old Indian 
burying ground also on his farm, as a _ historical 
preserve. Mr. Harpster in this as in many other 
ways demonstrates his public spirit, and he is justly 
regarded as one of the most representative men of 
this part of the state, as well as one of its leading 
agriculturalists. 

Frank Harpster was born in section 27, Shawnee 
Township, November 20, 1882, a son of Amos and 
Sarah Ann (Lepird) Harpster, and grandson of 
Jonathan and Elizabeth (Stepleton) Harpster. Grow- 
ing up in his native township, Mr. Harpster attended 
the Mowery District School, and learned farming 
under his father’s instruction, developing into one 
of the most capable men in his line to be found in 
the township. After his marriage he took up his 
residence on one of his father’s farms of 116 acres, 
section 27, Shawnee Township, and has under culti- 
vation eighty-five acres, the remainder being in 
pasture and timber. He raises registered Shorthorn 
cattle and does general farming. 

On September 16, 1904, Mr. Harpster was united 
in marriage with Zelma Yoakam, born at Lima, 
Ohio, a daughter of Joseph F. and Lydia (Verbryke) 
Yoakam, natives of Allen County. Mr. and Mrs. 
Harpster have two daughters, Lydia Evelyn, who 
was born January 21, 1906; and Florence Lenore, 
who was born May 16, 1908. Mr. Harpster served 
two terms as township treasurer and one term as 
township trustee. He belongs to the Shawnee 
Grange, and is always ready to learn new methods 
and put them to practical experiment. He stands 
very well in his neighborhood, and is proud of 
his family and its long connection with the history 
of Allen County. 


Amos HarpsTer, father of Frank Harpster, and 
now deceased, was one of the hard-working and 


HISTORY OF ALLEN COUNTY 


efficient agriculturalists of Allen County, who owned 
and developed some fine farming property, although 
for some time prior to his demise he lived in retire- 
ment from active participation in the operation of 
the land. During his long life he was connected 
with a number of local enterprises, and he is remem- 
bered as a good citizen, capable farmer, and a man 
of charitable instincts and kindly deeds. He was 
born in section 27, Shawnee Township, November 
29, 1840, in the only Indian log cabin now standing 
in Allen County. His parents, Jonathan and Eliza- 
beth (Stepleton) Harpster, were very early settlers 
in Allen County, and David Stepleton, the maternal 
grandfather, was also one of the pioneers of this 
region. When they arrived here the Indians were 
very plentiful. When they were married they lived 
for a time in this historical log hut, where Jonathan 
Harpster died, following which his widow moved 
to Cridersville, Ohio, and there she later died. 

On December 16, 1869, Amos Harpster was mar- 
ried to Sarah Ann Lepird, born in Pickaway County, 
Ohio, November 16, 1850, a daughter of Daniel and 
Sophia (Nye) Lepird, natives of Fairfield County, 
Ohio. In 1852 Mrs. Harpster was brought to Shaw- 
nee Township, Allen County, Ohio, by her parents. 
Following his marriage Amos Harpster began house- 
keeping in the old Indian log cabin which continued 
his home for ten years, and then he built a two-story 
frame residence. He became the owner of 115 acres 
of land, which he improved, and there he continued 
to farm until his youngest son married and located 
on the property. Amos Harpster then moved into 
a cottage which was across the road from the home- 
stead, and there he lived until his death, March 
17, 1915. His widow still lives in this cottage. 
They had the following children: Harry, who 
lives in Oklahoma, married Sarah Clark, and they 
have four children, Iva, Helen, Lois and Harry; 


Oscar, who lives at Lima, Ohio, married Wardia . 


A. Spyker, and they have two children, Russell and 
Irene; Charles, who lives in Harrod, Ohio, married 
Lena Herrod; and Frank. Amos Harpster was a 
democrat. Long a member of the Lutheran Church, 
he lived up to its highest teachings, and was a true 
Christian gentleman. 
Isaac Jesse Hatt. One of the successful gen- 
eral farmers of Allen County is Isaac Jesse Hall, 
part owner of the “Locust Bower Farm,” one of 
the model rural properties of Shawnee Township. 
He is justly numbered as one of the leading agri- 
culturalists of his section. He was born in section 
22, Shawnee Township, February 20, 1864, a son 
of Jesse and Margaret (Anthony) Hall, he born 
near Hubbard, Trumbull County, Ohio, and she in 
Northumberland County, Pennsylvania. Jacob R. 
and Elizabeth (Trusdale) Hall, natives of Penn- 
sylvania, the paternal grandparents made the trip 
overland with teams to Allen County, Ohio, and 
entered Government land in Shawnee Township. 
This farm was in section 21, and was covered with 
timber, but they cleared it off and developed a 
fine property. The maternal grandparents, David 
and Elizabeth (McGrady) Anthony, also natives of 
Pennsylvania, traveled to Allen County from the 
Little Sandusky Plains at a very early day and 
settled in Shawnee Township. ; : 
After their marriage Jesse Hall and his wife 
located in section 22, and cleared a farm there. 
They became the owners of forty-three and one-half 
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acres in section 15, forty-nine acres in section 22, 
and sixty-five acres more in section 22, His death 
occurred in December, 1878, but his widow survived 
him for many years, passing away in 1906. Their 
children were as follows: Nancy, who is Mrs. 
George W. Wolfe, of Pierceton, Indiana; Mary E., 
who married William L. Grove, is deceased and so 
is her husband; Sidney, who is Mrs. John A. Bus- 
sert; Scott, who is deceased; Sarah Kate, who is 
Mrs. J. E. Hesser, of Ada, Ohio; Anna, who died 
at the age of four years; David G., who is a minister 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church and lives at 
Napoleon, Ohio; Isaac Jesse, whose name heads 
this review; and David and Estella, both of whom 
are deceased. 

Growing up on the home place, Isaac Jesse Hall 
attended the schools of his district, and has always 
lived on his present farm of 108% acres in sections 
15 and 22, which he and his brother David G. own. 
Here Mr.‘ Hall is carrying on general farming and 
is recognized as a very successful man in his line. 
He is interested in local improvements, especially 
those tending to secure good roads, and he has 
rendered his community a valuable service in the 
office of constable, to which he was elected on the 
republican ticket. In 1900 he was appointed truant 
officer of Shawnee Township and served eighteen 
years in that position. He belongs to Lima Lodge 
No. 91, Knights of Pythias. The Shawnee Methodist 
Episcopal Church holds his membership, and he has 
served it as a trustee for many years. 

On November 25, 1897, Mr. Hall was united in 
marriage with Hattie Reed, born in Shawnee Town- 
ship, a daughter of Irvin and Margaret (Dennison) 
Reed, both of whom were born in Shawnee Town- 
ship. Mr. and Mrs. Hall have one daughter, Iva 
Elizabeth, who was born March 18, 1911. 


CLARENCE FAYETTE Baser, one of the enterpris- 
ing men and successful farmers of Allen County, 
owns 158 acres of valuable land in American Town- 
ship, and is recognized as one of the leading repre- 
sentatives of his.calling in this part of Ohio. He 
was born in Amanda Township, Allen County, 
December 18, 1878, a son of Henry Floyd and 
Rhena (Bowers) Baber, and grandson of James 
Baber, who brought his family to Allen County from 
Jamestown, Virginia, and settled in Amanda Town- 
ship on eighty acres of land, and there he lived and 
died. He had five sons and five daughters, and 
Henry Floyd was the youngest in the family. His 
life has been spent as a farmer, and he and his 
wife are still residing in Amanda Township. They 
had ten children, and Clarence Fayette Baber is the 
second in order of birth. 

Clarence Fayette Baber attended the rural schools 
of his neighborhood during the winter months until 
he was nineteen years old, and after that until his 
marriage he spent all of his time assisting his father 
on the homestead. Following his marriage he rented 
land in Amanda Township and operated an eighty- 
acre farm, later moving to the 160-acre farm owned 
by the McBride family in Amanda Township, and 
conducting the 240 acres for three years. Selling 
off his stock and machinery Mr. Baber then spent 
fifteen months at Allentown, where he did contract 
work in making country ditches for drainage pur- 


poses, and made money at this business. Once more 


he engaged in farming, renting 172 acres near Elida 
for two years. In the fall of 1912 he bought seventy- 
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eight acres of his present farm, to which he added 
eighty acres more in January, 1918, and has a 
splendid piece of property, and here he is carrying 
on general farming with marked success. He is a 
stockholder and director of the Equity Exchange 
Elevator of Elida. While he has always taken an 
important part in the affairs of the democratic party, 
he has refused to permit the use of his name on the 
party ticket, although solicited many times. Fra- 
ternally he belongs to Elida Lodge, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. The United Brethren Church 
holds his membership, and he is generous in his 
contributions to it. 

In 1905 Mr. Baber was united in marriage with 
Carrie Mary Showalter, a daughter of Benjamin F. 
and Emma (Cotner) Showalter, and they have one 
child, Russel Judson. Mr. Baber is a public-spirited 
man, and has the good of his community close to 
his heart. Allen County is his birthplace, and no 
other locality seems as desirable to him and he is 
willing to exert himself to maintain its prestige and 
keep up its improvements. He is a friend of good 
roads, proper drainage systems and the public schools, 
and in every way proves his worth as a man and 
good citizen. 


JoHN ANprgew Lippincott has always lived in 
Allen County, made his start in life after his mar- 
riage with a very modest capital and lived in a log 
house for several years, but his industry and energy 
have brought a successively favorable increase and 
prosperity in his affairs. 


For several years past he has lived practically . 


retired. He still owns and occupies one of the fine 
farms of the county, his home being in Perry Town- 
ship, on rural route No. 5 out of Lima. 

Mr. Lippincott was born on the site of Westmin- 
ster station in Auglaize Township April 25, 1855, 
son of Amos and Mariam (Budd) Lippincott, the 
former a native of Logan County, Ohio, and the 
latter of Darke County, this state. He is descended 
from the noted Lippincott family of Philadelphia. 
His grandparents were John and Nancy (Humphrey) 
Lippincott, the former a native of Pennsylvania 
and the latter of Wales. They were married in 
Champaign County, Ohio, and were very early 
settlers in Allen County, Ohio. The maternal grand- 
parents of John A. Lippincott were Andrew and 
Mrs. (Hassen) Budd, native Tennesseeans who came 
in pioneer times to Allen County. Amos Lippincott 
after his marriage settled on forty acres of land 
including the present site of Westminster station, 
but in 1861 moved to Perry Township and bought 
eighty acres in section 2. This land was nearly 
all covered with timber, and he cleared it off, made 
many improvements, and added other lands by pur- 
chase until he had 110 acres. After the death of his 
wife he gave up the responsibilities of farming and 
lived among his children until his death. He reared 
six sons and four daughters, including: John A.; 
W. A. Lippincott; Albert H., of Lafayette, Ohio; 
Charles E., of Niwot, Colorado; Samuel B., of 
Oklahoma City; Isabelle, Mrs. Dr. Thomas Sidner, 
of Lima; Aseneth N., wife of Roy House, of Lima; 
and Sara, deceased wife of Earl Bowdel. 

John Andrew Lippincott grew up on his father’s 
farm and acquired a district school education. At 
the age of twenty-six, on October 27, 1881, he mar- 
ried Miss Sarah McPharan, who was born in Perry 
Township, daughter of W. C. and Lamenta (Garrett- 
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son) McPharan. Her parents were also natives of 
Perry Township. Her grandfather, John McPharan, 
secured his first home in Perry Township by enter- 
ing Government land. 

After his marriage Mr. Lippincott was able to buy 
only ten acres in Perry Township. This had a log 
house and he and his wife put up with many dis- 
comforts and inconveniences in order to get a start. 
Not long afterward he bought ten acres more near 
Perry Chapel, and for seventeen years he lived in 
that vicinity. As his farm was too small to give 
him a complete living, he supplemented his income 
by working at his trade as a carpenter. Selling the 
place near Perry Chapel he bought thirty-two acres 
along the Erie Railroad in Perry Township. This 
tract afterward was the scene of some profitable oil 
well development. Mr. Lippincott owned it seven 
years and then bought out the heirs of his father in 
the old home place of 110 acres in section 2 of Perry 
Township. He has since lived there, but in 1919 
turned over the cultivation to younger men and is 
now taking life somewhat at leisure. He lost his 
good wife by death on November 6, 1917. She was 
laid to rest in the Perry Chapel Cemetery, and he 
has long been an active member and steward of 
that church. He also served as road supervisor. 
The children of Mr. Lippincott are: Roy Melville, 
an oil driller living in Bath Township; Walter 
Eugene, who farms the home place; Clyde Amos, 
of Perry Township; and Ada Lucile, Mrs. Ira R. 
Snyder, of Lima. 


Tuomas C. Roperts for a period of forty years 
was devoted to the labors and responsibilities of 
farming in Allen County, and made at least one 
large tract of land a complete modern farm after 
taking it when it was practically unproductive. He 
has been one of the very successful men in the 


_ farming industry and achieved his prosperity before 


the era of high prices incident to the World war. 
Mr. Roberts, who is now practically retired, was 
born in Westminster, Ohio, on April 14, 1853, son 
of Josiah B. and Margaret (Winrot) Roberts. His 
paternal grandparents were William and Hannah 
(Morrison) Roberts. His grandfather spent all 
his life in Virginia, and after his death his widow 
brought her family with wagons and teams across 
country to Allen County, Ohio, where she was one 
of the pioneer settlers. Josiah B. Roberts was born 
in Virginia and came to Allen County when a 
youth. His wife, Margaret Winrot, was born in 
Pennsylvania and her people also were early settlers 
of Allen County. After their marriage Josiah 
Roberts and wife settled in Westminster, where he 
was proprietor of a general store until 1855. He 
then moved to Bath Township, bought 160 acres 
partly in timber and partly in swamp just east of 
Lima, and lived there, clearing and improving and 
cultivating his land, until his death in 1897. A por- 
tion of the Roberts farm was subsequently taken 
as the site of the Allen County Fair Grounds. The 
widow of Josiah Roberts died in 1902. They were 
the parents of the following children: Lenora, 
Mrs. H. A. Holdridge, of Lima; Viola, wife of 
James R. Dunlap, of West Newton, Ohio; Williain 
and Oliver, both deceased ; Thomas C.; and Alton H. 
who has the old homestead in Bath Township. 
Thomas C. Roberts was reared in Bath Township, 
attended the public schools of Lima, and after his 
marriage in 1879, moved to a 160-acre tract of 
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land which he had acquired in section 4 of Perry 
Township. The land had no buildings, though it 
was cleared and partly cultivated. Mr. Roberts 
began and carried out the scheme of building im- 
provements, set out many shade and ornamental 
trees, and in course of time has developed one of 
the best farms in the county. He gave his active 
supervision to the farm management until 1915, but 
since that year has rented the land to others. When 
in the high tide of his farming connections he was an 
extensive raiser of cattle and hogs. Besides his 
original tract of land Mr. Roberts bought eighty 
acres in section 5, and has bought and sold several 
other farms over the county. Other interests include 
the ownership of two business blocks on East Market 
Street at Lima, both of which properties are rented 
out, and he owns a residence on East Elm Street. 

On June 18, 1879, Mr. Roberts married Elizabeth 
Moore, a native of Perry Township and daughter 
of William and Amanda (Ballard) Moore. Her 
parents were both natives of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. 
Roberts have two daughters, Florence and Ruth. 
The family attend the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and in politics Mr. Roberts is a republican. 


Rurus Rocers is one of the octogenarians of 
Allen County, and forty years of his career have 
been spent within the limits of this conuty. He 
has been a successful farmer, also a carpenter and 
builder, and as a citizen has been held in high esteem 
by all who know him. 

He was born in a portion of Delaware County, 
now Morrow County, Ohio, October 31, 1836, son 
of Horace and Margaret (Chamberlin) Rogers. 
His father was a native of Massachusetts and his 
mother of New York. The grandparents were Sam- 
uel and Elizabeth Chamberlin in the maternal line. 
Horace Rogers after his marriage lived in Onondaga 
County, New York, until he was thirty years of 
age and then moved out to Delaware County, Ohio. 
He was one of the early arrivals in that sparsely 
settled district, and after locating his land he rode 
horseback all the way to Chillicothe, Ohio, to secure 
his title. He paid $200 for a 110 acres of wood- 
land, and lived there busily engaged in clearing and 
developing a farm for many years. He died at the 
age of eighty-four,.and of his fourteen children the 
last survivor is Rufus Rogers. 

Rufus Rogers as a boy attended a log cabin school 
and on the farm he had experience with all the imple- 
ments and methods of the crude agriculture of the 
pioneer epoch. After his first marriage in 1859 
he lived on a rented farm in Morrow County a 
year, but had previously acquired considerable skill 
as a carpenter, and carpentry work always supplied 
him with a means of supplementing his income from 
agriculture. The first land he ever owned was only 
four acres, but he gradually increased this by pur- 
chase, and eventually bought 27% acres of the old 
homestead from the other heirs. With this he had 
a well proportioned farm of 55% acres, and he lived 
there, improving, cultivating the fields and working 
at his trade, until 1879. ; 

Selling out his farm in that year he came in 1880 
to Perry Township of Allen County and acquired 
fifty-eight acres of partly improved land. This is 
his home today. Many years ago he rebuilt the orig- 
inal house on the place, and also added extensively 
to the barns and other building equipment. © Much 
of the timber used in these buildings was originally 
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standing as trees on the farm, and was converted 
into lumber for the purpose. Besides what he did 
on his own farm Mr. Rogers helped construct a 
number of other buildings in his locality. 

Mr. Rogers married in 1859 Caroline Kester, a 
native of Morrow County, Ohio. She died in 1868, 
and her only child, Nelson Seymour, is also deceased. 
In 1869 Mr. Rogers married Mary Wilson, daughter 
of Isaac and Elizabeth (Devore) Wilson, the former 
a native of New Jersey and the latter of Washing- 
ton County, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Mary Rogers died 
in 1873. For his third wife Rufus Rogers married . 
Mary Lucinda Kester, a sister of his first wife, and 
the widow of John Schoenlaub. By her first mar- 
riage she had a son, William, new deceased. Mrs. 
Rogers died in 1910. 

His only surviving son and child is Henry Horace 
Rogers, who was born February 24, 1870, and lives 
with his father on the farm in Perry Township. 
Henry H. Rogers married in November, 1903, Lillie 
G. Salsbury, a native of Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 
She died leaving one son, Emmett, still at home. 
In July, 1920, Henry H. Rogers married Lillie 
G. Shively, who was born in Paulding County, Ohio, 
daughter of Adam and Lovina (Bolsinger) Shively. 
At the time of her marriage to Mr. Rogers she was 
the widow of James Peoples, and has a daughter 
by her first marriage, Madeline, now going to 
school. 


FRANKLIN PIERCE SELLERS is a farmer and land 
owner of Perry Township long well and favorably 
known to the people of that community, where more 
than eighty years ago the family established itself 
and entered upon their duties and tasks as pioneer 
homemakers. 

Mr. Sellers was born in section 30 of Perry Town- 
ship July 27, 1866, a son of Joseph and Leah (Crutn- 
erine) Sellers. His father was a native of Franklin 
County, Pennsylvania, son of Leonard and Eliza 
(Weinert) Sellers, who leaving Pennsylvania came 
to Allen County in 1837, driving overland. At that 
time Lima was a little hamlet of log houses. Leah 
Crumerine was born in Perry County, Ohio, a 
daughter of Martin and Catherine (Broshes) Crum- 
erine, also originally Pennsylvanians and early set- 
tlers in Allen County, Ohio. 

Joseph Sellers after his marriage lived for a few 
years in Auglaize County, but then bought eighty 
acres of unimproved land in section 30 of Perry 
Township. He was a very capable and industrious 
farmer and in subsequent years acquired the owner- 
ship of more than 500 acres, all in Perry Township 
except sixty-five acres in Shawnee Township. Much 
of this land was improved by his labors atid under 
his supervision, and some of it is still owned in the 
family. Joseph Sellers was born March 2, 1828, 
and died in August, 1892. His wife died in 1895. 
Their children were: Daniel and David, both living 
in Perry Township; Eliza, Mrs. George Beeler, of 
Perry Township; William, also of Perry Township; 
Mary M., widow of George Mosier; and Franklin 
Pierce. 

Franklin Pierce Sellers is the youngest of the 
family and has never married. His life from birth 
has been spent on the old homestead, and many years 
ago he secured eighty acres, including the home 
place. In 1906 he improved his farm with a fine 
concrete block house and continued to be actively 
identified with the cares and responsibilities of the 
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farm until 1917, since which date he has rented out 
his fields. Mr. Sellers acquired his early education 
in District School No. 9 near the home farm. He 
is a member of the Lutheran Church, is a democrat 
in politics, and served one term as township trustee. 

His home is capably looked after by his widowed 
sister, Mary M., who was married in May, 1883, 
to George Mosier. Mrs. Mosier has two children, 
Tolbert, now at Lima, and Leah Viola, living with 
her mother. 

William Sellers, brother of Franklin P., was born 
at the old home in Perry Township July 30, 1859. 
He was first married in 1886 to Viola Haines, but 
his wife died at childbirth a year later. He then 
lived in Perry Township with his father-in-law for 
a year or so, later bought twenty acres in section 
31 and his father also deeded him eighty acres, all 
but twenty acres in timber. Of this tract Mr. Sellers 
has cleared all but seventeen acres of timber, and 
now has a fine group of farm buildings and one of 
the good and productive farms of the township. 
In 1920 he formed a partnership with his son as a 
manager of the farm. 

In 1889 he married Daisy Ulry who was born in 
Perry Township, a daughter of Silas and Lillian 
(Munch) Ulry. They have five children: Victor 
Norman, of Lima; Grace, Mrs. Samuel Lowrey, of 
Shawnee Township; Harold, who is his father’s 
partner on the farm; Doris W. and Lois, both at 
home. 


JosepH C. Hart ine, sales director of the White 
Company, is one of the sound business men of Lima, 
and one who holds the confidence of all with whom 
he carries on transactions, either great or small. 
He understands the automobile business from the 
bottom up, and is very well posted with reference 
to the car he handles. 

The birth of Joseph Clinton Hartline took place 
at Strasburg, Tuscarawas County, Ohio, July 2, 1879, 
and he is a son of Frank and Adolphine (Chatlain) 
Hartline, and grandson of Peter Hartline, who was 
a son of Peter Hartline, a soldier in the American 
Revolution. The family originated in Alsace-Lor- 
raine, France, and was of French-German stock. 
Frank Hartline is a retired farmer and stockraiser 
now living at Strasburg. He and his wife had 
nine children, of whom Joseph C. Hartline was the 
third in order of birth. 

Joseph C. Hartline attended District School No. 4 
at Sugar Creek, Franklin Township, Tuscarawas 
County, Ohio, and the Boliver High School at 
Boliver, Ohio, and was graduated from the latter in 
1895. Following that he was a student for one 
term at the American Normal School at New Phila- 
delphia, Ohio. His business career began when he 
entered the employ of a coal and clay mine as a 
mule driver, and he worked as such for three years, 
when he left to go to work for the Garver Brothers 
Company at Strasburg as mail order clerk, and so 
capable did he prove to be that when he left after 
five years he was manager of the household depart- 
ment. He then went into a grocery and bakery 
business, but after a year of operating it he sold 
and conducted a dairy farm of 600 acres near Frank- 
lin, Pennsylvania, known as the Argeon Farm. His 
next experience was gained at New Comerstown, 
Ohio, where he and his brother, Calvin Hartline, 
conducted a hardware store under the caption of 
Hartline Brothers, but they sold their store after 
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three years, and Joseph C. Hartline went to Zanes- 
ville, Ohio, to become trveling salesman for a 
mercantile company, his territory being confined to 
the State of Ohio. After a year he resigned and 
engaged with the Wagoner Hardware Company, of 
Mansfield, Ohio, as a traveling salesman, and for 
five years was on the road for it. Lima was included 
in his territory, and he was so pleased with it that 
he determined that it should be his permanent home. 
In 1914 he was able to realize this ambition and 
moved to Lima, at that time being with the Lima 
Overland Company as a salesman, and after a year 
was made one of the directors .of the company, 
and continued as a salesman for three years more. 
On March 1, 1919, he took over the management 
of the Lima Motor Company, and became one of its 
stockholders and a director. He had the agency for 
the Peerless and Reo cars and White trucks, and 
his territory extended over a radius of thirty-five 
miles from Lima in the Peerless and Reo cars, 
while that for the White trucks covered Allen, 
Auglaize, Mercer, Van Wert and Hardin counties. 
In April, 1921, he resigned as manager of the Lima 
Motor Car Company and became associated with 
the White Company, through the Overland Herring 
Company, of Mansfield, for the distribution of White 
trucks over a territory including ten and one-half 
counties and is now representing the company as 
sales director with the White Motor Truck Com- 
pany. Mr. Hartline has other interests and is 
a stockholder in the Lima Sheet Metal Products 
Company, the Rapid Transit Company of Lima, and 
the Hunt Trouble Light Company of Lima. 

In 1899 Mr. Hartline was married to Aurelia 
Blaser, a daughter of George and Philipine Blaser. 
Mrs. Hartline died in 1903, having borne her hus- 
band two children, namely: Hazel Margaret, who 
married Don C. Close, of Akron, Ohio; and Loretta 
Aurelia. In 1905 Mr. Hartline was married to 
Flora Emma Styer, of Marietta, Ohio, a daughter 
of Henry Styer. They have two children, namely: 
Bernice Naomi, and Evelyn Gertrude. In politics 
Mr. Hartline is a republican, and he is very active 
in party affairs. He is a thirty-second degree and 
Shriner Mason, and he belongs to Lima Lodge 
No. 54, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
to the United Commercial Travelers, and the 
Kiwanis Club. Through the medium of the Lutheran 
Church Mr. Hartline finds an expression of his 
religious faith. In every walk of life he measures 
up to the highest standards of American citizenship, 
and Lima is fortunate in having in its midst a man: 
of his caliber, for his own enthusiasm and actions 
stimulate others to whole-souled endeavors in busi- 
ness and politics. He is a member of the Allen 
County Good Roads Council, the Ohio Good Roads 
Council, the National Good Roads Council, is presi- 
dent of the Allen County Automobile Trade Associa- 
tion, a member of the Ohio State Automobile Trade 
Association, a sustaining member of the National 
Auto Dealers’ Association, is vice president of the 
Allen County Auto Club, which he is also serving 
as a director, and belongs to the Shawnee Country 
Club, the Lima Business Club, the Lima Chamber 
of Commerce and the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation. 


Wi1t1aM WELCH was born in eastern Indiana, but 
for a number of years has lived in Allen County, 
and since directing his energies to the field of agri- 
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culture has been steadily prosperous and owns one of 
the well situated farms in Shawnee Township, on 
rural route No. 1 out of Lima. 

He was born in Randolph County, Indiana, in May 
1862, son of Thomas and Rebecca (Shelly) Welch 
His parents were natives of Pennsylvania but for a 
long period of years lived on their farm in eastern 
Indiana. His father died in 1913, at the age of 
seventy-two. Rebecca Welch died in 1874, the mother 
of six children: William; Jacob, of Randolph 
County, Indiana; Luther, deceased; Alice, Mrs. Els- 
worth Conklin of Randolph County; Ida, Mrs. 
Charles Bothast of Randolph County; and James, 
also of Randolph County. Thomas Welch married 
for his second wife Margaret Coddington, who died 
in March, 1920, being survived by one daughter, 
Maggie, Mrs. Normand Shockney of Harrisburg, 
Illinois. 

William Welch acquired his early education in the 
district schools of his native county, and as a young 
man learned the trade of butcher. He married 
forty years ago, and after his marriage lived for two 
years on a farm in Randolph County and for the 
next two years followed any employment that offered 
a means of living. On coming to Ohio he spent a 
few months at Wapakoneta, and thence to Lima, 
where he did work as a day laborer and at his trade 
as a butcher. Mr. Welch was a resident of Lima 
until 1905. For eight years he had charge of the 
Shawnee Country Club. He then put all his capital 
into a farm of ninety-four acres in section 25 of 
Shawnee Township. This farm had some improve- 
ments, including house and barn, and all the land 
was cleared except eight acres of timber. Since 
then he has been working steadily toward a better 
arrangement of facilities, has constructed all new 
inside fences, put up new buildings, has laid a great 
deal of tile, and has brought his farm to a point of 
high production and value. Mr. Welch is a democrat 
in politics. 

He married in 1881 Matilda Rinehart, a native of 
Randolph County, Indiana, and a daughter of George 
Rinehart. They have two daughters: Minnie, 
Mrs. Perry Heller, of Fort Wayne, Indiana; and 
Ida, Mrs. Burr Nose of Gas City, Indiana. 


’ 
. 


Joun B. Severns, of Perry Township, is the type 
of citizen whose presence has a distinctive value to 
any community where he resides. A practical and 
successful manager of his own affairs, he has always 
been interested and willing to take a part of responsi- 
bility in movements affecting the common welfare, 
and thus in past years his name has been frequently 
associated with the public annals of his home locality. 

Mr. Severns was born in Holmes County, Ohio, 
in June, 1850, a son of Simon and Catherine 
(Shaffer) Severns, the former a native of Knox 
County, Ohio, and the latter of Maryland. His 
paternal grandfather, Benjamin Severns, was otf 
Scotch ancestry and married a Miss Butler, of 
Irish descent. The maternal grandfather, John 
Shaffer, was of German stock, transplanted to this 
country in colonial times. The Severns were early 
pioneers in Knox, County, Ohio, and the Shaffers 
also came to that county at an early day. In 1852 
Simon Severns moved his family to Perry Township 
of Allen County, acquiring eighty acres of school 
land. Some clearing had been done and a log 
cabin erected, but he was the first to secure title. 
He continued the work of clearing and also bought 
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more land, and lived a busy career in that com- 
munity until his death, as a result of a boiler expto- 
sion, in 1879. His wife survived him until 1890. 
A brief record of their children is as follows: 
Samantha, who died in Colorado as Mrs. Sylvanus 
Budd; Merriman, who lives at Brighton, Colorado; 
Sarah Ann, who died in childhood; L. A. Severns, 
who lives at Van Wert, Ohio; John B.; Frank, who 
was born in 1852 and died in 1879; and Stephen D., 
who died in childhood. 

John B. Severns grew up on his father’s farm and 
obtained a district school education. He remained 
at the home farm and after his father’s death faith- 
fully cared for his mother as long as she lived. 
In September, 1879, he married Sarah J. Hanthorn, 
who was born in Perry Township, a daughter of 
James A. and Nancy (Daniels) Hanthorn, also 
natives of Perry Township. Mrs. Severns died in 
April, 1883, the mother of two children: Roscoe W., 
of Perry Township, who married Nancy Heffner 
and has a son, Wilbur; and Florence R., Mrs. George 
McClain, of Bath Township. In July, 1889, Mr. 
Severns married Hattie E. Cummings, who was born 
in Auglaize Township, a daughter of William E. and 
Mary (Manahan) Cummings, the former a native 
of New York and the latter of Maryland. Mr. Sev- 
erns lost his second wife in April, 1906. To their 
marriage were born five children: Hazel M., Mrs. 
Homer Shaw, of Lima; Etta, who died in 1908, at 
the age of sixteen; Frances, wife of V. O. Lether- 
man and they live on Mr. Severns’ farm; Velma, 
Mrs. Donald Hardin, of Perry. Township; and 
Simon E., who is in the United States Navy. 

After his first marriage Mr. Severns bought the 
old homestead, his mother remaining with him there. 
Later he sold that farm and moved out to Colorado, 
buying forty acres of improved land near Boulder, 
where he had an active part in the intensive irriga- 
tion farming of that district. He remained there 
five years, from 1890 until 1895, and then came 
back to Allen County, where he has had his con- 
tinuous residence for the past quarter of a century. 
On his return he bought an eighty-acre farm in sec- 
tion 27 of Perry Township, this being an improved 
place. He still owns it but it has been operated 
by other parties since 1914. Mr. Severns in 1919 
also bought twenty acres in section 20 of Perry 
Township. 

Mr. Severns’ public record includes one term as 
township clerk, two terms as township treasurer, 
member of his local school board four years, and 
five years on the Allen County Fair Board. He 
was also a leader in his section in Colorado while 
he lived there, served two terms as justice of the 
peace, and was also president of the Left Hand 
Ditch Irrigating Company. During the World war 
he was a member of the local committee in three 
bond drives and also in the Victory Loan campaign. 
Mr. Severns is an elder in the Disciples Church, is 
a democrat, is a past master of Perry Center Grange, 
is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias Lodge 
No. 91 at Lima, and was formerly a charter mem- 
ber and prelate of the Knights of Pythias Lodge at 
Unionopolis, Ohio. 


CHARLES RupoLtPH Boose has for many years been 
identified with Allen County agriculture, and is 
owner of one of the best improved farms in Perry 
Township, located on rural route No. 5 out of 
Lima. The family have been in Allen County since 
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pioneer days, his grandfather having entered land 
here from the Government when all the conditions 
were typical of the frontier. 

His grandparents were Rudolph and Susanna 
(Walker) Boose. The father of the Perry County 
farmer was Henry Boose, who was born in Soimer- 
set County, Pennsylvania, January 31, 1832. It 
‘was in 1854 that he came to Allen County to occupy 
some of the land his father had entered from the 
Government in Bath Township. This quarter sec- 
tion of 160 acres was covered with heavy timber, 
and Henry Boose cleared the ground and erected a 
frame house. He then went back to Pennsylvania 
and on December 6, 1855, married Mary S. Cole- 
man, who was born in Somerset County, a daughter 
of Daniel and Phoebe (Shunk) Coleman. She died 
January 20, 1869, the mother of four children: 
Eliza J., widow of Joseph Neishwetz, living at 
Los Angeles; Cyrus D., of Lima; Charles Rudolph; 
.and Henry F., of Alberta, Canada. Henry Boose 
for his second wife married Catherine Crites, a 
native of Allen County, where her parents, Charles 
and Sophia (Ludwig) Crites, were very early set- 
tlers at Elida. At the time of her marriage Catherine 
was the widow of Isaiah Westbay, by whom she had 
three children: Charles and Sophia, twins, both 
living at Lima, the latter the wife of L. W. Allen; 
and Martha, deceased wife of John Osborn. Henry 
Boose by his second marriage had three children: 
Ellen, Mrs. William Blackburn, of Lima; Clara R., 
wife of Charles Baxter, the present sheriff of Allen 
County; and Harry Tilden, of Lima. 

The late Henry Boose achieved a_ substantial 
place in the affairs and citizenship of Bath Town- 
ship. He acquired 320 acres of land and with the 
help of his children cleared away the timber and 
improved a farm, for many years a scene of well 
ordered industry. He was an extensive stock dealer 
and raiser. He died in August, 1906, his second 
wife surviving him some years. For twelve years 
he held the office of treasurer of Bath Township, 
and was also given other official places. He was a 
democrat in politics. ; 

Charles Rudolph Boose was born at his father’s 
home in Bath Township August 11, 1863. His early 
education was supplied by district schools, and from 
youth up his chief interests have been identified 
with the land and its cultivation. 

May 4, 1892, he married Emma M. Irvin, who 
was born in Sugar Creek Township of this county 
December 8, 1870, a daughter of Samuel and Sarah 
(Poage) Irvin. Her father was born in Kentucky, 
was married in Missouri, and afterwards came to 
Allen County, Ohio. Mr. Boose after his marriage 
rented a farm in German Township for five years. 
Then for two years he lived in Sugar Creek Town- 
ship, and for eight years operated his father’s old 
homestead. It was in the spring of 1907 that he 
bought the well improved eighty-acre farm in see 
tion 16 of Perry Township where he lives today, 
and where his time and energies are fully occupied 
with general farming and stock raising. He is a 
member of the Perry Center Grange, is a democrat 
and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Boose had three children: Irvin R., 
born March 19, 1893; Mary Elizabeth, who was born 
August 16, 1897, and died January 19, 1916; and 
Sarah Helen, born November 20, 1902, still at home. 
The son Irvin enlisted in the army during the 
World war, serving in the Medical Corps from 
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March 7, 1918. He was first at Camp Greenleaf, 
later in Camp Jackson, and July 26, 1918, went 
overseas as an attendant to army surgeons in the 
hospitals in France. He also spent some time with 
the Army of Occupation at Coblenz, Germany. He 
returned to the United States May 4, 1919, and in 
the latter part of the same month was discharged 
and returned home. Irvin Boose married Bessie 
Blaine and has one daughter, Gladys Helen. 


JosEPH FRANKLIN YOAKAM, owner of “The River- 
side Farm,” one of the most highly improved farms 
in Allen County, is justly numbered among the most 
successful agriculturalists of Shawnee Township. 
His farm is not as large as some others in this 
region, but every part of it is made to yield, and all 
of its resources have been developed so that the 
returns from it are greater than from many of much 
greater acreage. Mr. Yoakam was born in Amanda 
Township November 26, 1859, a son of James and 
Mary Ann (Brown) Yoakam, born in Ohio, and 
grandson of Solomon Yoakam and Jacob Brown, 
early settlers of Allen County. Following their 
marriage James Yoakam and his wife settled in 
Shawnee Township but later moved to Amanda 
Township, returning, however, to Shawnee Town- 
ship in 1869, at that time buying a farm, to which 
they kept on adding until at the time of his death 
hé owned 300 acres, which he had improved, and of 
which 100 acres were very valuable. His death 
occurred in August, 1910, when he was eighty-eight 
years of age. His wife died when she was fifty- 
five years old, and following her demise he was 
twice married. 

Growing up at home, Joseph Franklin Yoakam 
learned how to be a practical farmer under his 
father’s watchful supervision, and attended the dis- 
trict schools. Until 1882 he remained at home, but 
then moved on the thirty-six acres he had inherited 
in section 15, Shawnee Township, from his father’s 
estate. He also owned eighty acres in section 16 
the same township, but sold it in 1915. Quite 
recently he has sold ten acres of his home place, so 
that he is now operating twenty-six and one-half 
acres, doing general gardening. 

n 1882 Mr. Yoakam was united in marriage with 
Lydia Ann Verbryke, born in Perry Township, a 
daughter of Peter and Ann (Ridenour) Verbryke, 
natives of Virginia and Pennsylvania, respectively, 
and a granddaughter of Peter Verbryke and Isaac 
and Lydia Ridenour, early settlers of Allen County, 
Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Yoakam became the parents 
of the following children: Zelma, who is Mrs. Frank 
Harpster, of Shawnee Township : Harley, who is 
a resident of Lima; Claude and Clyde, who are 
twins, the former being a resident of Lima and the 
latter of Marquette, Michigan; Merle, who lives at 
Lima; Harry, who lives at Cleveland, Ohio; and 
Richard and Harold, both of whom are at 
home. Clyde Yoakam enlisted in the great war 
in May, 1918, at Washington, in the Navy. He was 
sent to the Charleston, South Carolina, Naval Acad- 
emy, and was discharged in August, 1919. He served 
fifteen months, eleven months overseas, and also 
served three months in the Belgium Relief service. 
Merle Yoakam enlisted July 24, 1918, and was honor- 
ably discharged August 24, 1919. He spent eleven 
months overseas with Battery T, Sixth Field Artil- 
lery, First Division. Seven months were passed with 
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the Army of Occupati i 
Bridgchead pation in Germany at Coblenz 
r. Yoakam belongs to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Shawnee Township. He is a Ber di liccd 
and has been township trustee since 1915. Fra- 
ternally he belongs to Lima Camp No. 84, Wood- 
men of the World. While he has been very much 
occupied with his own private affairs, as township 
trustee and a public-spirited citizen, Mr. Yoakam 
has taken a creditable part in current events, and is 
entitled to the respect and confidence he inspires 
for he has earned them. He and his wife have 
reared a fine family of children, all of whom are 
doing well, and are a credit to their parents and 
Allen County. 


OLIVER LoweLL De Weess, sole proprietor of the 
automobile accessories and repair house of the 
De Weese Garage at 119 East North Street, Lima, 
is the oldest dealer in this line in Allen County, 
and one of the men who has honorably earned and 
held the confidence of his fellow citizens. He was 
born at Lima in 1870, a son of Oliver C. and Sarah 
Ann De Weese, of Holland-Dutch stock, the bearers 
of the name being either farmers or merchants, 
with but few exceptions. 

Reared by careful parents, Oliver L. De Weese 
attended the public schools at Lima, and then learned 
the machinist trade and later that of a toolmaker. 
On March 21, 1904, he established a machine and 
automobile repair shop at 132 Union Street under 
the name of the Mullenhour Manufacturing Com- 
pany, later selling and becoming associated with the 
Lima Automobile Company, with which he remained 
for three years. Once more he went into business 
for himself, opening his present establishment in 
1910 and conducting it continuously ever since. 
A natural as well as a trained mechanic, Mr. De 
Weese is noted for the excellence of his workman- 
ship, and his trade is a large one and comes to him 
from a wide area. 

In 1891 Mr. De Weese was united in marriage 
with Cora Roush, a daughter of Theodore and 
Martha (Diltz) Roush of Lima. Three children 
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. De Weese, namely: 
Pearl Adel, who is Mrs. Cochensparger, of Allen 
County, has a son, Harold; Theodore Cheney, who 
is with his father in business; and Paul Lowell, 


who married Ella Churchill, of Lima. The first 
Mrs. De Weese died in April, 1916. In 1918 
Mr. De Weese was married to Laura Genevieve 


Sharp, a daughter of Harry D. Sharp and his wife, 
Myra Brown Sharp, of Lima. 

Mr. De Weese is an independent democrat, but has 
never come before the public for favors. He is 
vice president of the Allen County Auto Trade 
Association, is a member of the Elks, of the Lima 
Chamber of Commerce, the Lima Automobile Club, 
which he is serving as a trustee, and the Kiwanis 
Club, taking a constructive part in all of the opera- 
tions of these organizations. Mr. De Weese has 
not sought spectacular methods of doing business, 
for he has realized during all of his career that it 
is the man who gives fair value for the money paid 
to him who gains the real rewards of life. He is 
recognized as a dependable, upright and trustworthy 
man, whose promise verbally given is as binding 
to him as his written bond. The Baptist Church 
has in him a faithful member, and he carries his 
religion into his everyday life. 
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Theodore C, De Weese was born at Lima, Ohio, 
and educated in its graded and high schools, and 
when he had completed his educational training he 
went with his father in business. When this coun- 
try entered the great war Mr. De Weese enlisted 
and went into the service of the United States 
Navy on November 24, 1917, at the Great Lakes 
Training Station. He spent sixteen and one-half 
months in the service enlisting as an electrician third 
class Radio, was transferred to chief yeoman 
April, 1918, and was released from active service on 
April 5, 1919, and is now a member of the Naval 
Reserves, Class 4. He belongs to the Elks and 
Kiwanis Club. His religious connections are with 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church. He is on the 
rolls of its membership and is superintendent of 
its Sunday school. Like his father, he is a fine 
man, and his experience in the service has broad- 
ened his outlook and made him realize that his home 
interests must, if he remains the good citizen he 
has proven himself, include the welfare of his coun- 
try. It is almost too soon for the people of the 
United States to realize the effect the months of 
sacrificial service have accomplished for the young 
men who responded to their country’s call. In the 
years to come, however, as these young men of the 
war period grow into the middle-aged men of their 
communities the influence will spread and the ris- 
ing generation will be the better because of what 
was endured during the fateful years of 1917 
and 1918. 


Jasper W. BowsHer. During a long and active 
career Jasper W. Bowsher has been identified with 
agricultural operations in Allen County, and as 
evidence that his industry has been well applied has 
amassed a comfortable competence and is the owner 
of much valuable property in Shawnee Township. 
Mr. Bowsher’s life has been passed in this locality, 
where he has won and held public confidence by 
a policy of strict integrity and thorough performance 
of the duties of good citizenship. 

Jasper W. Bowsher was born November 26, 1869, 
in Shawnee Township, Allen County, a son of 
George W. and Harriet (Arthur) Bowsher, the 
former born in Shawnee Township in 1840, and the 
latter in Auglaize County, Ohio. Benjamin Bowsher, 
the paternal grandfather of Mr. Bowsher, was born 
in Berk’s County, Pennsylvania, October 8, 1803, 
and died December 30, 1873, while his wife, Eliza- 
beth De Long, a native of Pickaway County, was 
born June 9, 1809, and died September 15, 1888. 
They were among the earliest settlers of Shawnee 
Township, where they were highly esteemed and 
where they passed their honorable lives in the peace- 
ful pursuits of the soil. The maternal grandparents 
of Mr. Bowsher were Daniel and Malinda (Rue) 
Arthur, the former a native of Pennsylvania and 
the latter of Clark County, Ohio, who were early 
settlers of Auglaize County, where they secured a 
grant of land from the United States Government. 
Following their marriage the parents of Mr. Bow- 
sher settled on a farm in section 21, Shawnee Town- 
ship, and there passed the remaining years of their 
lives, gaining and holding the friendship and respect 
of their fellow-citizens. George Bowsher died 
November 9, 1913, and his widow in April, 1917. 
Their children were: Etta, the wife of M. J. Craw- 
ford, of Auglaize County; Ellen M., the wife of 
W. N. Bowsher, residing on South Collett Street, 
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Lima; Jasper W.; Daniel A., of Shawnee Township ; 
Myrtle, the wife of Eugene T. Lippincott, of Lima; 
and Albert C., and Benjamin Carlton, of Auglaize 
County. Since the founding of the Bowsher family 
in Shawnee Township in 1836, when Grandfather 
Bowsher brought his family here, its members have 
worthily espoused the cause of all good movements 
and have inherited the strength, kindness and Chris- 
tion spirit of their worthy pioneer forebear, a great 
hunter in his day, one of the early contractors and 
builders of this locality, and a man of powerful 
physique though kindly heart. 

Jasper W. Bowsher was given good educational 
advantages in his youth, attending first the district 
schools and later the Northern Ohio University at 
Ada. He resided on the home farm until April 8, 
1898, when he was united in marriage with Naocia 
Coon, who was born in March, 1876, in Shawnee 
Township, Allen County, daughter of Sylvester and 
Amelia (King) Coon, the former a native of Shaw- 
nee and the latter of Amanda Township, Allen 
County. Her grandparents were Alexander and 
Eliza (Owen) Coon, early settlers of Shawnee 
Township, and Christopher and Sophia (Shields) 
King, natives of Germany, and early settlers of 
Amanda Township. In 1884 Sylvester Coon located 
at Lima, where for twenty-two years he was an 
employe of the Standard Oil Company, being a 
machine operator in the refinery. In March, 1910, 
he moved to Chicago, Illinois, where his death 
occurred January 4, 1920, and his widow still makes 
her home in that city. The children cf Mr. and 
Mrs. Coon were: Arthur, of Whiting, Indiana; 
Wilbert, of Lima, Ohio; Effie, the wife of James 
Curtiss, of Chicago; Electa, the wife of Charles 
King, of Chicago; Mrs. Bowsher; Olla, the wife 
of John Jones, of Oakland, California; Addie, who 
makes her home with her mother; and Sheldon, of 
Chicago. 

Following his marriage Mr. Bowsher moved to a 
tract of forty acres of land in section 21, Shawnee 
Township, of which ten acres were in timber. and 
here he has erected a new set of modern buildings 
and made numerous other improvements, making this 
one of the attractive and valuable farms of the 
township. He is also the owner of twelve acres in 
section 22, as well as forty acres of the old home 
estate, and on this property carries on extensive 
operations as a general farmer, in addition to which 
he has been successful as a raiser of hogs, horses 
and cattle. His operations have been rewarded 
prosperously, and he is known as one of his com- 
munity’s substantial and progressive agriculturists. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bowsher have four children: Marion 
J., born April 8, 1900, who enlisted in the United 
States Army Medical Corps and saw nine months’ 
service in France during the World war, at Base 
Hospital No. 64; Earl, born January 31, 1902; Rue 
King, born August 21, 1907; and Mildred Adda, born 
October 15, 1909. Mr. and Mrs. Bowsher are mem- 
bers of St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, in which 
Mrs. Bowsher is a member of the Ladies Aid Society 
and a teacher in the Sunday school. Mr. Bowsher’s 
political tendencies make him a democrat. 


Watpo E. Courtap. A man of versatile talents, 
enterprising and progressive, Waldo E. Courtad, 
senior member of the firm of Courtad Brothers of 
Lima, is carrying on a substantial and lucrative busi- 
ness, handling real estate, insurance and loans. A 
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son of J. L. and Rosetta (Moser) Courtad, he was 
born in 1887 in Bluffton, Allen County, Ohio, of 
German and French ancestry, the founder of the 
American family of Courtads having immigrated 
from Alsace-Lorraine to this country. A native of 
that part of France, his great-grandfather Courtad 
came to the United States in 1848 and settled in 
Ohio, near Lake Erie. ‘ 

Martin Courtad, grandfather of Waldo E. Cour- 
tad, was born on Lake Erie and spent the larger 
part of his life in Wyandot County, this state. He 
was a man of much talent, and actively interested in 
public enterprises. He spent his last year in Upper 
Sandusky, Ohio, passing away at~a good old age. 
His son, J. L. Courtad, was a mechanic by trade, and 
for years was a resident of Allen County. He has 
two sons, Waldo E., the special subject of this brief 
personal review, and Sidney Ray. 

After attending the Bluffton High School Waldo 
E. Courtad was a student in the Mennonite College 
for awhile, and later took a business course of study 
in Bluffton. In the meantime, however, he had 
worked some at the blacksmith’s trade, receiving a 
dollar a week for his services, and for two years 
worked in a grocery, beginning as a delivery boy 
and being promoted to chief clerk. After leaving 
college he learned the printers’ trade, and becoming 
an expert linotype operator worked in that capacity 
as a journeyman in various cities, including New 
York City, Cincinnati, Columbus and Toledo, Ohio. 
and in other large places. While learning the trade 
he studied in the evenings the art of embalming 
and in 1910 successfully passed the state examination 
therefor. In 1918, in company with his brother, Sid- 
ney Ray Courtad, he opened an office in Lima, where 
he has since established an extensive business as a 
real estate and insurance agent. 

Mr. Courtad married in 1917 Lillian, daughter of 
Thomas and Lucinda (Burden) Sibert, of Auglaize 
County, Ohio. An active membér of the democratic 
ranks, Mr. Courtad was a candidate for city auditor 
in 1919, but was defeated at the polls. Fraternally 
he is a member of Lima Lodge, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons, and religiously he belongs to the 
First Reformed Church. 


_ GrirritH Atva Breese. Since its establishment 
in Allen County during Indian days the occupation 
of agriculture has received decided impetus through 
the labor and good judgment of the members of the 
Breese family. Among them, one who was a worthy 
representative of the name and who was held in 
high esteem in Shawnee Township was the late Grif- 
fith Alva Breese, who carried on farming on the 
old home place for many years, and who established 
a lasting reputation for honorable citizenship and 
business integrity. 

Mr. Breese was born on the homestead farm in 
Shawnee Township December 26, 1860, a son oi 
William D. and Ellen (Yoakam) Breese. He 
received his education at the Shadyside district 
school, and January 20, 1881, married a schoolmate, 
Iva John, who was born near Elida, Ohio, February 
16, 1862, a daughter of John and Mary Catherine 
(Clark) John, natives of Allen County. Following 
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Breese began house- 
keeping in a home built for them by Mr. Breese’s 
father.on the home place, and at the elder man’s 
death Mr. Breese, who was an only child, secured the 
home place of 139 acres, as well as the old brick 


HISTORY OF ALLEN COUNTY 


house which had been built of brick burned by his 
grandfather and erected by him in Indian days. The 
land has been in the family name since it was entered 
from the Government by the grandfather. Here 
Griffith A. Breese passed his active and honorable 
career as a farmer, and at his death, October 13, 
1912, left 131 acres of finely improved land. Of this 
his widow has sold sixty acres and rents out the rest. 
She has built a small but comfortable home on the 
farm, where she now lives, and is surrounded by 
many friends. Mrs. Breese is a devout member of 
the Shawnee Methodist Episcopal Church, to which 
her husband belonged. He was a republican in poli- 
tics and served for some years as a member of the 
Board of Township Trustees, and throughout his 
life was a man who was held in the highest esteem 
in his community. 

The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Breese were 
as follows: Clifford Ellsworth, born February 28, 
1882, who died December 4, 1918; Julius Carl, born 
July 19, 1883, who. died November 5, 1893; Vida 
May, born November 29, 1884; Don Clark, born Feb- 
ruary 17,1890, now a resident of Sapulpa, Oklahoma; 
Viola, born.February 18, 1896, the wife of B. W. 
Perry of Bellefontaine; Leah Anna, born March 6, 
1898, the wife of Ralph Miller of Allen County; 
Marcile Dugan, born June 3, 1904, residing with his 
mother; and Juanita, born December 30, 1906, also 
with her mother. On February 12, 1921, Mrs. Breese 
was married to Albert Cary McGinnis, born in 
Ross County, Ohio, a son of Wesley S. and Aseneth 
Any (Miller) McGinnis. 


Harry J. Prtum. Considerable ability and strong 
personality are required for the building up of a 
dependable business in any line, and especially is 
this true in one of so intimate a nature as that con- 
nected with the supplying of high-class haberdashery 
to a critical trade. Not only does a merchant need 
to have a knowledge of business details, but he must 
possess that innate sense of the fitness of things 
which will enable him to impress his customers with 
his reliability and good taste so that his advice can 
be followed without question. The average man has 
neither the time or natural taste to follow the fash- 
ions, nor, as a rule, is he a good judge of what is 
fitting and becoming for different occasions, and he 
knows it, and wants to trade with an expert in the 
line so that he can throw the burden of the respon- 
sibility for his appearance upon his haberdasher and 
take no further thought about the matter. The care- 
ful dressers of Lima and the surrounding country 
realize that in Harry J. Plum they have just such a 
dependable adviser, and his business is steadily grow- 
ing because of this confidence he inspires. __ 

Harry J. Pflum was born at Lima, Ohio, on 
October 12, 1877, a son of Frederick and Wilhel- 
mina (Ulmer) Pflum, natives of Germany and Aus- 
tria, respectively, who upon coming to the United 
States located at Bellefontaine, Ohio, where the 
father engaged in the butchering business, but later 
came to Lima, and here he died on October 12, 1902. 
The mother is still living, but is an aged lady. They 
had five children of whom Harry J. was the youngest 
born. 

Growing up at Lima, Harry J. Pflum attended 
St. Rose Catholic parochial school until he was 
sixteen years old, and then began working for Har- 
old Cunningham, a druggist in the public square, 
receiving $Z a week at first, and remaining with 
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him for five years as a clerk, and while there he 
studied pharmacy. Mr. Pflum then went with T. N. 
Cunningham of 136 North Main street, a brother of 
Harold Cunningham, and also a druggist, and was 
his clerk for another five years. Feeling that there 
was not enough opportunity to suit him in the drug 
business Mr. Pflum left it and spent eighteen months 
with Francis A. Hume, a haberdasher of the City 
Bank Building on the public square as a salesman. 
His next business connection was with the Eilerman 
Clothing Company as salesman in charge of the fur- 
nishing goods, and after six years in this department 
he left to spend six years as salesman for the Morris 
Brothers Clothing Company. 

Then, in March, 1917, Mr. Pflum was enabled to 
realize his ambitions, for he felt he had saved suffi- 
cient money to justify his embarking in a business 
of his own on the public square, and his remarkable 
success justifies his confidence in himself. For a 
radius of thirty miles outside of Lima, as well as 
from all parts of the city, Mr. Pflum receives his 
trade, and he is justly numbered among the leading 
men in his line in Allen County. 

In 1910 Mr. Pflum was united in marriage with 
Loretta Dimond, a daughter of John and Mary 
(Ward) Dimond, of Lima. Mr. and Mrs, Pflum 
have three children, namely: Mary Adela, Julia 
Loretta and James Frederick. Mr. Pflum is a demo- 
crat, but is not active in politics. A Roman Catholic, 
he belongs to St. Rose parish. 


ELMER CHASE Myers, who enjoys the comforts of 
a modern town home at 1100 East North street in 
Lima, has been identified with the citizenship of 
Allen County forty years, and his active career has 
been one of essential industry and useful service. 

Mr. Myers was born in Morrow County, Ohio, 
August 2, 1860, son of John Wesley and Emily Jane 
Myers. The home in which he was born was on a 
farm adjofhing the old state road near the historic 
Town of Cardington. When Elmer Chase was about 
two and a half years of age his father left the farm, 
and on January 5, 1863, enlisted in Company C of the 
Ninety-Sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He had been 
in service with his command only a few weeks when 
he fell a victim to the life of the camp and the 
southern climate and died at Brashear City, Louis- 
iana, March 9, 1863. His widow made the best of 
circumstances following her husband’s death, and 
reared her children and continued to live on the old 
home farm until she too passed away in 1894. 

At the old homestead Elmer Chase Myers spent 
his boyhood and early youth. He attended a country 
school near Cardington, and for several years 
worked out as a farm hand. He came to Allen 
County in 1881, and on October 29, 1882, at West 
Cairo, Ohio, he married Miss Mary Jane Epperson. 
It is a singular coincidence that her father too died 
while a Union soldier and when she was too young 
to remember him. Mrs. Myers was born in Knox- 
ville, Auglaize County, Ohio, November 26, 1860, 
daughter of John and Marguerette Epperson. John 
Epperson joined an Ohio regiment in 1863 to substi- 
tute for Barney Lacey. He was assigned to duty in 
the commissary department, and died in an army 
camp the same year. After that his widow lived on 
her farm until she became the wife of Jacob Bousher 
of Cridersville, Ohio. 

After his marriage Elmer C. Myers located at 
Lima. Among other activities he became distin- 
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guished for his remarkable ability in shearing sheep, 
and for years was known as the champion sheep 
shearer in this part of Ohio. It was a skill in great 
demand in a section of the state where sheep hus- 
bandry has been an important part of the agricul- 
tural industry, and Mr. Myers did a big and practical 
part in producing the annual wool clip credited to 
northwestern Ohio. 

Mr, and Mrs. Myers ‘have two children, the son, 
Clarence Wesley Myers, being a well-known Allen 
County citizen whose career is sketched below. 
The daughter, Alta Eva, is the wife of John B. Long. 
Mr. Myers and his son Clarence and family reside 
together on East North Street. Mr. and Mrs. Myers 
are members of the Shawnee Methodist Church of 
Shawnee Township. 


CLARENCE W. Myers, who has had a long experi- 
ence in technical and business lines and is weil 
known in Lima, is a dealer in automobiles and acces- 
sories and a garage proprietor at 127-129 East Spring 
street. Mr. Myers was born in Shawnee Township 
of Allen County November 1, 1887, a son of Elmer C. 
and Mary J. (Epperson) Myers. His parents spent 
many years on their farm in Shawnee Township, and 
since leaving have lived retired at Lima. 

The younger of two children, Clarence W. Myers 
attended Shadyside country school in Shawnee 
Township and later the Raymond school, securing 
his education largely in the winter months, while he 
was employed on the farm the rest of the year. At 
the age of seventeen he went to work in the Balti- 
more & Ohio Railway shops, spending a year and a 
half learning the blacksmith’s trade. For two years 
foliowing he clerked in the freight house of the 
Lake Erie Railroad, and then began driving a truck 
and doing other work for the Lima Locomotive 
Works. Mr. Myers spent four years in different 
garages, learning everything there was to be learned 
about automobile mechanism, construction, repair 
and operation. The Garford Motor Truck Company 
employed him six years as service man and road 
tester, and after this varied experience he joined 
Mr. William Heatwole in a business on East Spring 
street. This partnership continued until September. 
1920, when Mr. Myers became sole owner. He runs 
one of the best equipped establishments of its kind 
in Allen County. 

In 1916 Mr. Myers married Miss Anna Lauefer, 
daughter of Jacob and Anna Lauefer of Lima 
They have one son, Elmer Jacob. Mr. Myers is a 
democrat, a member of the Methodist Church and is 
active in the Allen County Auto Trade Association 
and the Automobile Protective Association. ; 

C. LLtoyp Lr Fevre, sole proprietor of the Le Fevre 
Boot Shop in the public square of Lima, is engaged 
in giving the people of his city an effective service 
in furnishing them well-fitting as well as artistic 
footgear. He was born in Union City, Indiana, in 
1888, a son of I. F. and Turah (Bennett) Le Fevre. 
The great-great-grandfather, John Le Fevre, came 
from Alsace-Lorraine, France, to the American Col- 
onies, and settled near Erie, Pennsylvania. A man 
of education and intelligence, he took a great deal of 
interest in local politics, and when his adopted coun- 
try went to war he became a soldier in the Colonial 
army and took part in the revolution for freedom 
which resulted in the establishment of the United 
States. After the close of the war he returned to 
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his farm, and on it rounded out his useful life. His 
descendants have been farmers and merchants as a 
general rule. The son of the immigrant Le Fevre 
also spent his life in Pennsylvania, but his son, 
Samuel Le Fevre, the grandfather of C. Lloyd 
Le Fevre, located at Union City, Indiana, where he 
remained the rest of his life. For many years his 
son, I. F, Le Fevre, made Union City his place of 
residence, but he is now living at Dayton, Ohio, ind 
is in the employ of the Wright Airplane Company 
of that city. He and his wife had six childret:, of 
whom C. Lloyd is the second in order of birth. 

While he was attending school at Union City, 
C. Lloyd Le Fevre worked on Saturdays and morn- 
ing and evening for a grocer and received 35 cents 
per week for his services. Later he had a laundry 
route, but at the same time he kept up his studies 
and was graduated from the high school course at 
the age of eighteen years. Mr. Le Fevre went to 
Springfield, Ohio, and was a salesman for Oscar 
Young of that city, but in a year went to Dayton, 
Ohio, and spent five years in the Haas Shoe Com- 
pany. The subsequent eighteen months were spent 
at Chicago, Illinois, in the employ of O’Connor & 
Goldberg, whom he left in 1914 to come to Lima 
as salesman for Leo Netzorg, was made manager of 
the concern and held that position until 1916, when 
he opened the Lloyd’s Shoe Store, and conducted it 
until he entered the United States army in May, 
1918. He was sent to Newport News, Virginia, and 
was on the United States Shipping Board as ship 
fitter for seven months, when the signing of the 
armistice made it unnecessary for him to remain in 
the service any longer and he was mustered out of 
the army. Returning to Lima, he opened his present 
store under the name of the Le Fevre Boot Shop, 
and is doing a splendid business. 

In 1919 Mr. Le Fevre was married at Lima, Ohio, 
to Grace Huntley, a daughter of Dr. J. H. Huutley 
of Lima. Mr. Le Fevre is a republican. Fraternally 
he belongs to the Elks and Knights of Pythias, both 
of Lima. The Presbyterian Church holds his mem- 
bership, and he is active in its work for moral uplift 
and community betterment. Having made his own 
way in the world and given his country a military 
service when it was needed he is deserving of what- 
ever prosperity comes to him, and is rightly num- 
bered among the dependable citizens of Allen 
County. 


H. W. Meter, D. C., is one of the capable chiro- 
practic practitioners of Lima, who is fully demon- 
strating in his every-day work the value of the 
philosophy, science and art of. things natural and the 
system of adjusting the subluxated vertebrae of the 
spinal column, by hand, for the restoration of health. 
While this system has been before the public but 
a comparatively short time, the first chiropractic 
adjustment having been given in 1895, its principles 
are as old as man, and as they are becoming better 
understood the men who are demonstrating them 
are being recognized as valuable additions to the 
ranks of the healing profession. 

Doctor Meier was born at Pana, Christian County, 
Illinois, January 11, 1885, a son of H. J. and Caroline 
(Schempf) Meier, the former of whom was born in 
Germany in 1854, and came to the United States 
in young manhood, locating in Illinois. A sheep 
herder in his native land, he became a farmer in this, 
and is now living retired at Byron, Michigan, and his 
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wife also survives. 
their seven children. 

Growing up at Byron, Michigan, to which locality 
the family had removed in his childhood, H. W. 
Meier attended its schools, and was graduated from 
the high school course in 1902, and then taught school 
for a year. For the subsequent two years he was 
a rural mail carrier. Still later he and a brother 
formed a partnership and carried on a hardware busi- 
ness at Byron, Michigan, under the name of Meier 
Brothers for four years. 

Although he was not successful financially as a 
merchant, H. W. Meier gained valuable experience 
and finally decided upon a professional career. After 
giving all of the schools careful consideration he 
found that the one of chiropractic was more in 
accordance with his own convictions, and so he 
entered the Palmer School of Chiropractic at Dav- 
enport, Iowa. It was here that Doctor Meier met 
Miss Jean Adams, who later became his wife. She 
was also a student at the Palmer School, from which 
they graduated in 1911, after a course of eighteen 
months with the degree of Doctor of Chiropractic. 
Immediately thereafter Doctor Meier located at Fen- 
ton, Michigan, and they both there engaged in prac- 
tice for a year, and then they returned to the Palmer 
School to finish the course, which had been extended 
to a two years’ course. They were then engaged in 
practice at Ashtabula, Ohio, from October 16, 1912, 
until 1914, when Doctor Meier practiced alone with 
remarkable success until July, 1918. However, he 
felt the necessity for a broader field, and took a 
prospecting trip in order to locate a new place of 
operation, which he found at Lima, and settled here 
permanently in November, 1918, buying the practice 
of the pioneer chiropractic of Lima, Doctor Miller. 
Doctor Meier carries on a general practice of his 
school, and his patients come to him from both the 
city and the outlying rural districts for thirty miles. 
He is now vice president of the Ohio Chiropractic 
Association. In addition to his practice Doctor Meier 
has other interests, and he is a man of considerable 
importance in his city. ¥ 

In 1911 Doctor Meier was married at Sterling, 
Michigan, to Jean Adams, a daughter of James 
Adams. Dr. and Mrs. Meier have two children, 
Muriel Maybell and Henry Adams. He is a repub- 
lican in politics, and fraternally is a Blue Lodge, 
Chapter and thirty-second degree Mason, and also 
belongs to the Elks. In addition to his connection 
with the state association of his school of healing, 
Doctor Meier is a member of the Universal Chiro- 
practic Association of America. 


Doctor Meier is the third of 


ArtuHur BERTRAM BERNHARD, proprietor of the 
Bernhard Paper Favor Company of Lima, is one of 
the energetic business men of Allen County, and 
one who stands high in public esteem. He was born 
at Cincinnati, Ohio, on April 26, 1884, a son of 
Arthur G. and Caroline (Heil) Bernhard, of Ger- 
man stock. The father was a merchant and was also 
interested in scientific matters. He is now living 
retired in California, but the mother died in 1902. 

The elder of the two children of his parents, 
Arthur B. Bernhard attended the public schools of 
San Francisco, California, and the California School 
of Mechanical Arts, taking the mechanical course 
of that institution and the preparatory university 
course, and completed it in 1903. He then engaged 
in railroad work for the Santa Fe Railroad at Rich- 
mond, California, for a year, leaving that road to go 
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with the Salt Lake & Sa 


n Pedro Rai 
employed in its ro Railroad, and was 


s yards at San Bernardi i i 

Here he remained for six months, Hs i veansatetine 
the Santa Fe Railroad again, being employed for a 
year as night clerk at Oakland, California. Mr Bern- 
hard then went into business at San Francisco han- 
dling all makes of typewriters and repairing them 
and carrying typewriter supplies for two years 
Moving to Fresno, and later to Santa Rosa Califor- 
nia, he operated under the name of the Bernhard 
Typewriter Company until 1916. In that year he 
returned to Ohio and, locating at Van Wert was 
sales manager for the Van Wert Novelty Company 
for a year. In 1918 he came to Lima and for a 
year was assembler at the Lima Locomotive Works 
but found more congenial employment as a member 
of the firm of Morford & Bernhard, manufacturers 
of crepe and artistic party favors. In a short time 
Mr. Bernhard bought his partner’s interest. and 
adopted his present caption. His quarters are in the 
Metropolitan Building, and he gives employment to 
twenty-five persons. The company ships all over thc 
United States, and has a large trade. Mr. Bernhard 
devotes some time to oil painting among his other 


interests, and is recognized as a man of ability in 
business matters. 


He was married at Van Wert, Ohio, in 1917 
Charlotte Budd, daughter of Andrew and Flora Atay 
Budd. Mr. and Mrs. Bernhard have no children. 
While he votes the republican ticket, Mr. Bernhard 
is not interested in politics to any great extent, his 
time being fully occupied by his private affairs. He 
has made his own way in the world and deserves 
credit for what he has accomplished. 


Ever D. Wess, a man of superior business ability 
and tact, Elmer D. Webb of Lima has for upwards 
of twenty years been an important factor in aiding 
the development and growth of this section of Allen 
County, as a dealer in realty having handled prop- 
erty of much value, while as president and treasurer 
of the Elmer D. Webb Company, Incorporated, is 
officially associated with one of the best known and 
most prosperous real estate firms in the county. 
Of English descent, he was born in 1876 on a farm 
in Union County, Ohio, being the fifth child in order 
of birth of the six children born to his parents, Isaac 
and Rebecca (Ballinger) Webb. His father, a life- 
long agriculturist, died in 1900, but his mother is 
living, her home being in West Mansfield, Ohio. 

Brought up in Union County, Elmer D. Webb 
attended the winter terms of the district schools until 
sixteen years old, helping on the home farm summers 
until old enough.to run a huckster wagon, which was 
quite a profitable employment. Energetic and enter- 
prising, he worked in a general store at York, Ohio, 
one year, and later acted as a book agent for a year. 
Going then to Akron, Ohio, he was salesman for 
Witmore & Robinson for two and a half years. 
Changing his line of work, Mr. Webb became iden- 
tified with the Prudential Insurance Company at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, first as a salesman and afterward 
as assistant superintendent, being very efficient in 
both positions. 

Locating in Lima in 1898, Mr. Webb established 
himself in the insurance and real estate business, and 
met with well-merited success from the first, develop- 
ing a very large business in both the city and 
county. In 1911 he reorganized the business, and 
had it incorporated under the name of the Elmer D. 
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Webb Company, of which he has since been president 
and treasurer, as above mentioned. He has also 
other interests of importance, being a director in 
many different companies, all of which he helped 
organize. 

Mr. Webb married in 1903, at Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, Margaret M. Ballinger, a daughter of A. W. 
and Elizabeth Ella (Winner) Ballinger, and their 
marriage has been blessed by the birth of three chil- 
dren, namely: Russell L., born in 1904; Eleanor 
Elizabeth, and Margaret Louise. Politically 
Mr. Webb is identified with the republican party. 
He is a member of the Lima Real Estate Board, of 
the Lima Club, of the Lima Country Club and of the 
Lima Chamber of Commerce. Fraternally he belongs 
to the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, in which 
he has taken the thirty-second degree; to the Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks and to the Knights 
of Pythias. 


Forster Rosinson. For over twenty years Doctor 
- Robinson as a Doctor of Dental Surgery has enjoyed 
a place of leadership in his profession at Lima. He 
is one of the advanced men in dental surgery, and 
his work, study and experience entitle him to all 
the prestige attached to the modern science of 
dentistry. 

Doctor Robinson was born at St. Petersburg, 
Pennsylvania, in 1874, son of James and Sarah 
(Creech) Robinson. His father in early days was a 
proofreader on the New York Tribune, but later 
went to the oil fields of western Pennsylvania, and 
for many years was connected with the Standard 
Oil Company. He became a tank gauge engineer, 
originating the system of tank gauge measurement 
or tank computation. He was also deeply interested 
in public education and for a time served as presi- 
dent of the Bradford School Board. He was born in 
County Derry, Ireland, and came to the United 
States when a young man. He died in 1898. His 
wife, Sarah Creech, was member of a New York 
family of English descent. 

Forster Robinson was the seventh among ten 
children. He graduated from the Bradford High 
School in 1892 and the following year worked in 
his father’s office. In 1893 he entered Starling 
Medical College at Columbus, Ohio, but studied for 
that profession only one year. In 1895 he began the 
regular course of the Ohio College of Dental Sur- 
gery at Cincinnati, and at graduation in 1897 received 
honorable mention. He at once came to Lima, and 
has been steadily in practice in this city ever since. 
A student of the profession, he has neglected no 
opportunity to keep in touch with the best ideas and 
the best men in the profession. He took post-grad- 
uate work in the St. Louis University in 1910, and is 
now specializing in X-ray, Focal Infection and 
Extracting. He is a member of the Northwestern 
Dental Society, the Ohio Dental Society and the 
National Dental Association. 

Doctor Robinson has always maintained an inter- 
ested connection with the oil industry, particularly 
the productive end. He is a stockholder and investor 
in a number of oil companies. Fraternally he is 
affiliated with the Masonic Lodge at Sisterville, West 
Virginia, with Lima Lodge of Elks and is a member 
of the Lima Club and Chamber of Commerce, and 
a vestryman in the Christ Episcopal Church, having 
held that post since 1910. Politically he is a repub- 
lican. Doctor Robinson’s residence at 429 South 
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Jameson avenue, Lakewood, is one of the better 
homes of Lima and was built entirely after his own 
plans. In 1900 he married Miss Belle Blake, daughter 
of Isaac E. and Agnes (Maloney) Blake of New 
York City. They have two children: Blake W., born 
in 1902, and Robert F., born in 1903. 


Wittram C. Frivtey. Enterprising, active and 
progressive, William C. Fridley, a well-known citizen 
of Lima, is a typical representative of the self-made 
men of Ohio, and as a dealer in Ford automobiles 
and tractors is prominently identified with one of 
the leading interests of the city. A native of Indiana, 
he was born in 1881 in Howe, Lagrange County, of 
Swiss and English stock. His grandfather, Jacob 
Fridley, immigrated from Berne, Switzerland, to the 
United States, landing at Castle Garden, New York, 
in 1865. Crossing the country to Indiana, he set- 
tled in Lagrange County, and there continued his 
residence until his death, in 1896. 

The youngest child of the parentai household, 
Charles W. Fridley, father of the subject of this 
sketch, was for several years engaged in general 
farming in Indiana, but later was manager of a 
theater in Detroit, Michigan, where he is now living, 
retired from active pursuits. He married Loretta 
Harding, and they had one child, William C. Frid- 
ley, of whom we write. 

Acquiring his rudimentary education in Lagrange 
County, Indiana, William C. Fridley continued his 
educational training at the Howe Military School in 
Howe, Indiana. At the age of fourteen years, with- 
out leave or license, he ran away from home, going 
on his bicycle to Detroit, Michigan, and for three 
years thereafter was employed on one of the Detroit 
and Cleveland boats plying between Detroit and 
Mackinaw. Being industrious and economical, he 
saved his money, and at the end of the three years 
found that the $5 that formed his sole capital 
when he left home had been many times multiplied. 
The wife of E. D. Stain of Detroit then secured him 
a position as treasurer of the Lyceum Theater in 
Detroit, with which he was connected many years. 
He was subsequently sent to New York, where for 
nine years he was manager of the Majestic Theater, 
located at the corner of Broadway and Fifty-ninth 
street, serving in that capacity under Faber & Pabst. 

Resigning that position, Mr. Fridley, through his 
friend, Norval A. Hawkins, sales manager for the 
Ford Automobile Company, became identified with 
that company, and spent two years as an organizer, 
working in Michigan, Illinois and Indiana. Coming 
to Lima in 1913, Mr. Fridley took the agency for 
Ford cars, and soon worked up a fine record, becom- 
ing known as one of the best agents in the employ 
of the firm. He now deals in Ford cars, not as an 
agent, but buys and sells with his own money, and is 
carrying on an extensive and highly satisfactory 
business, dealing in all motor productions of the 
Ford plant. He has recently erected a fine three- 
story building, 72 by 219 feet, with a floor space of 
45,000 square feet, it being one of the most mod- 
ernly constructed and furnished garages in Allen 
County. 

Mr. Fridley married in 1905 in Detroit, Michigan, 
Theresa Jane Tender, a daughter of John and Jane 
(Conroy) Tender, and they have two children, Myra 
Jane, born in 1908, and William C., Jr., five years 
younger. In politics Mr. Fridley is independent. 
Fraternally he is a member of the Benevolent and 
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Protective Order of Elks, and he also belongs to the 
Lima Club, the Country Club, the Rotary Club and 
to the Lima Chamber of Commerce. 


Harvey Mires Cooper, general boiler foreman 
over eighty men in the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 
shops at Lima, is one of the practical railroad men 
of Allen County, and one who has traveled far on 
the road to success in his chosen occupation. He 
has held his present responsible position since 
November 23, 1914, and reached it through individual 
merit. 

Mr, Cooper was born at Norwalk, Ohio, March 1, 
1887, a son of Henry and Ellen (McGinn) Cooper, 
and comes of English stock. The grandfather, 
George T. Cooper, was first a farmer and later a 
blacksmith for the Norfolk & Western and Lake 
Erie railroads at Toledo, Ohio. For years the father, 
Henry Cooper, was a brass moulder for the same 
roads which employed his father, but he was located 
at Norwalk. The grandfather died in 1902, but 
both father and mother are still living. 

Harvey Miles Cooper attended St. Mary’s parochial 
school at Norwalk until he was seventeen years old, 
and then began working in the finishing department 
of the Smith Moulding Works at Norwalk, where he 
remained for six months, leaving that concern for the 
Norwalk Foundry and Machine Company. He then 
went with the Lake Erie Railroad as an apprentice 
to the boilermaker trade at Norwalk, and remained 
there for four years. From that road he went with 
the Wabash Pittsburgh Terminal Railroad as boiler- 
maker for six months. His next position was as 
boilermaker with the Wheeling & Lake Erie Railroad 
at Norwalk. Leaving Norwalk, Mr. Cooper went to 
Chicago, Illinois, and for six months was with Hick 
Brothers of that city, and then for two years was 
with the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, all of this time continuing to work 
as a boilermaker. In 1912 he came to Lima and 
continued with the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton 
Railroad as boilermaker. He then went to Flora, 
Illinois, and for a year was a boilermaker in a foun- 
dry at that point, and was also a foreman. Return- 
ing to Lima in 1914, he was offered and accepted 
his present position, which he has since filled with 
efficient capability. 

In 1910 Mr. Cooper was united in marriage with 
Lillian A. Eline, a daughter of Joseph and Anna 
(Claybough) Eline, of Norwalk, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. 
Cooper have no children. He is independent in his 
politics, preferring to cast his vote for the man 
rather than for party platforms. A Catholic, 
Mr. Cooper belongs to St. Rose parish, and he is also 
a member of the Knights of Columbus. 


Wiu1aM Post. Individual enterprise, which is the 
just boast of the people of Ohio, is forcefully illus- 
trated in the career of William Post, one of the sub- 
stantial farmers of Spencer Township. He is a 
worthy representative of one of the old and most 
highly honored families in this locality, mention of 
whom will be found in various parts of this work. 
The qualities which have made him successful have 
also brought him the esteem of his fellow men, for 
his career has been one of well directed energy, 
strong determination and honorable methods. | 

William Post was born in Spencer Township, four 
miles northwest of Spencerville, on February 28, 
1854, and is the son of Martin and Caroline (Wien) 
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Post. His father was born in Richland County, 
Ohio, on September 24, 1827, and married February 
7, 1851, and his mother was born on March 2, 1827, 
in Berks County, Pennsylvania. The Wien family 
came to Richland County and became near neigh- 
bors of the Post family. Here the children grew 
up together and eventually the subject’s parents were 
married. Immediately thereafter they came to Allen 
County and settled four miles northwest of Spencer- 
ville, where they bought 120 acres of land in 1850. 
This land, which was located in section 26, he cleared 
of the dense timber which stood on it and there he 
created a comfortable home and a productive farm. 
They lived there until 1881, when they moved to 
Spencerville, where the father died the following 
year. He was survived several years by his widow, 
whose death occurred in December, 1890. They were 
members of the United Brethren Church and active 
in its work. Politically, Mr. Post was a demiocrat 
and served efficiently as a trustee and school direc- 
tor of Spencer Township. They were the parents of 
four children, namely: Lucretia, the wife of John M. 
Biner, of Spencer Township; William, the subject of 
this sketch; John H., deceased; Theo, who is fore- 
man of carpenters of the Erie Railroad in 
Spencerville. 

William Post’s boyhood days were much like those 
of the average farmer boy, his summers being spent 
in work on the home farm, while he attended the 
district schools of the neighborhood. He remained 
at home until twenty-three years of age, at which 
time he was married, and immediately after that 
event he bought eighty acres of the old Post farm, 
onto which he moved and devoted himself to its 
cultivation. By persistent industry and good man- 
agement he has prospered and finally, in 1905, he 
laid aside the more strenuous labors of the farm and 
moved to Spencerville, where he now lives. 

On December 28, 1876, Mr. Post was married to 
Cinderella Uncapher, who was born in Marion 
County, Ohio, on April 7, 1856, but who came to 
Allen County with her parents in 1865. Her death 
occurred in 1897. To Mr. and Mrs. Post were born 
three children, as follows: Walter W., born on Octo- 
ber 16, 1877, died at the age of twenty-four years; 
Flora, born on April 1, 1880, is unmarried and 
remains at home; Rolla, born on June 15, 1887, died 
the same year. For his second wife, Mr. Post was 
married to Florence G. Shaffer on April 3, 1901. 
She is a daughter of Emanuel Shaffer and was reared 
in Spencer Township. Politically, Mr. Post gives 
his support to the democratic party and has served 
as school director of Spencer Township. There are 
in him sterling traits which have commanded uniform 
confidence and regard, and he is generally recog- 
nized as a man of broad views and public-spirited 
interest in the general welfare of the commnuity in 
which he lives. 


CLARENCE OsapIAH Hotmes. Practical industry, 
wisely ond vigorously applied, never fails of success. 
It carries a man onward and upward, brings out his 
individual character and acts as a powerful stimulus 
to the efforts of others. The greatest results in life 
are often attained by simple means and the exercise 
of the ordinary qualities of common sense and perse- 
verance. The every-day life, with its cares, necessi- 
ties and duties, affords ample opportunities for 
acquiring experience ofthe best kind, and its most 
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beaten paths provide a true worker with abundant 
scope for effort and self improvement. 

Clarence Obadiah Holmes, one of Lima’s substan- 
tial and progressive business men, is a son of Joseph 
B. and Lydia (Prosser) Holmes and was born in 
Monroe Township, Allen County, Ohio, on June 11, 
1886. His family is originally of English origin, 
though it has been established in America for many 
generations. They first became established in the 
eastern states, whence they emigrated to Tuscarawas 
County, Ohio. Mr. Holmes’ paternal grandfather, 
Clem Holmes, the first of the family to come to 
Allen County, was a carpenter by trade, and his son, 
Joseph B. Holmes, followed the dual occupations of 
farming and bricklaying. Clarence O. Holmes is the 
second in order of birth of the seven children who 
were born to his parents. He secured his education 
in the country schools of Monroe Township, which 
he attended until twelve years of age, completing his 
studies in the Lutz school in Bath Township, which 
he attended during the winter terms until sixteen 
years of age, devoting his summer months to the 
cultivation of forty acres of his father’s farm. He 
then turned his attention to his father’s trade, that of 
a bricklayer, at which he worked until he had 
attained his majority, when he apprenticed himself to 
learn the plumbing trade, serving an apprenticeship 
of five years with Theo G. Scheid. He then worked 
about two years as a journeyman for different firms 
in Toledo and other Ohio cities, and in 1917 he came 
to Lima and engaged in the general plumbing and 
heating business on his own account. He was first 
located at 641 North Main street, but subsequently 
moved to his present location, 625 North Main street, 
where he has a finely equipped shop for the perform- 
ance of any work in his line. He has done a large 
amount of general contracting in the heating and 
plumbing line, having fitted some of the finest resi- 
dences and business blocks in this community, his 
patronage coming from a wide radius of surrounding 
country. The high quality of his work has been his 
best advertiser and he is held in high esteem by all 
who have had dealings with him. 

In 1910 Mr. Holmes was married to Grace Fetter, 
of West Cairo, Ohio, and they are the parents of 
three children, Burdett Paul, Marion Grace and 
Helen. He is independent in politics, reserving the 
right to vote according to the dictates of his own 
judgment. Fraternally he is a member of the Loyal 
Order of Moose and the Knights of the Golden 
Eagle. He is deservedly popular throughout the 
community which is honored by his citizenship. 


Orrin S. June. It is generally conceded that 
the man who concentrates upon any one line is more 
apt to attain to success, especially in these days of 
strenuous competition, than one who wastes his tal- 
ents by going from one thing to another and learn- 
ing nothing thoroughly. One of the men of Lima 
who has proven this conclusively to his own satis- 
faction and to that of his company is Orrin S. June, 
superintendent of the Buckeye Pipe Line Company, 
who has risen to this general superintendency through 
the various subordinate positions and has a practical 
knowledge of each branch of the business in which 
his entire mature life has been spent. 

Mr. June was born at Great Bend, Pennsylvania, 
on May 15, 1852, a son of Silas and Lucy (Snow) 
June, the former of whom was born in New York 
State and the latter on the state line between New 
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York and Pennsylvania. Early in life Silas June 
was the owner of a tannery, but later on went into 
the oil regions of Pennsylvania, and there passed his 
last years. 

Until he was nineteen years old Orrin S. June 
attended the common schools of Pennsylvania, acquir- 
ing a practical education in them, and then began 
working in the oil regions of Pennsylvania in con- 
nection with the oil pipe line. In 1901 he was made 
superintendent of the Buckeye Pipe Line at Marietta, 
Ohio, and after holding that position for five years 
came to Lima in 1906 to assume the responsibilities 
pertaining to the general superintendency of the 
company. He was later made vice president and still 
is discharging his duties with energetic capability. 

On December 13, 1877, Mr. June was married to 
Mary A. Haverstraw, born at Kittanning, Armstrong 
County, Pennsylvania, a daughter of Christopher and 
Sarah (Nunnemaker) Haverstraw, natives of Ger- 
many and Pennsylvania, respectively. Mr. and Mrs. 
June have the following children: Louis, Charles, 
Frederick, George, Orrin, Alvin, Mary, who is 
Mrs. Carl K. Rowlands of Lima, and Ruth, who is 
Mrs. Walter F. Renz of Lima. Mr. June is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is serv- 
ing as trustee of the local body. In politics he is a 
democrat. Well known in Masonry, he has risen in 
that fraternity until he has taken about all the 
degrees. He also belongs to the Lima, Kiwanis and 
Automobile clubs and is popular in all of these organ- 
izations. In his responsible position Mr. June is 
obliged to strive to meet the needs of many interests, 
and that he succeeds so well is proof of his capabil- 
ities as an organizer and executive. 


Epwin BLanx. Among the lawyers of Allen 
County who have attained success in their chosen 
field of endeavor is Edwin Blank, of Lima, whose 
career has been that of a broad-minded, conscien- 
tious worker in the sphere to which his life and 
energies are now devoted, and whose thorough 
knowledge of his profession has won for him a 
leading place aniong the practitioners at the bar of 
Allen County. Mr. Blank is a native son of the 
Buckeye State, having been born in Union Township, 
Auglaize County, on May 22, 1870, and he is the son 
of Joshua and Olive (Focht) Blank, the former a 
native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Ohio. 
Joshua Blank was the son of John and Theresa 
Blank, of Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, and on 
the maternal side Mr. Blank’s grandparents were 
Adam and Jane (Bailey) Focht, the former born in 
Pennsylvania and the latter in Virginia. The Blank 
and Focht families came to Auglaize County, Ohio, 
in an early day, being numbered among the pioneers 
of that locality. There Mr. Blank’s parents were 
reared, educated and married, and after the latter 
event they settled on a farm in that county. In 1871 
they moved to Paulding County, Ohio, where for a 
number of years he was engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits, eventually, however, moving to Paulding 
Center, where he engaged in the shoe business, con- 
ducting a store there up to the time of his death, 
which occurred in 1877. His widow subsequently 
became the wife of Levi Rousculp and moved to 
Perry Township, Allen County, where she lived until 
her death, which occurred in 1911. To Joshua and 
Olive Blank were born the following children: 
Rachel, the wife of George T. Boop, died in 1898 ; 
Edwin, the subject of this sketch; John A., of Okla- 
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homa; and William, of Union Township, Auglaize 
County. 

Edwin Blank was reared on the home farm in 
Auglaize County and remained with his mother until 
he was twenty-three years of age. He attended the 
common schools of that neighborhood and was 
intensely ambitious to continue his studies in higher 
institutions of learning. To this end, at the age of 
sixteen years, he engaged in teaching school, follow- 
ing that vocation for eight years and carefully saving 
his earnings. He became a student in the North- 
western Ohio Normal University at Ada in 1887, 
and later, having decided to devote his life to the 
practice of law, he entered the law department of 
Cincinnati College, where he was graduated on 
May 29, 1892. On that same day he was admitted 
to the bar and in the spring of 1894 he came to Lima 
and entered upon the practice of his profession in 
partnership with Howard P. Williamson. In 1898, 
on account of the failure of Mr. Blank’s health, the 
partnership was dissolved and for some months 
Mr. Blank devoted himself to the retrieving of his 
health. In 1899 he engaged in the business of gen- 
eral contracting and building in Lima, in which he 
continued successfully until October, 1916, when, hav- 
ing fully regained his health, he relinquished the 
contracting business and again applied himself to 
the practice of law, in which he is engaged at the 
present time. As a lawyer Mr. Blank evinces a 
familiarity with legal principles and a ready percep- 
tion of facts, together with the ability to apply the 
one to the other, which has won for him the reputa- 
tion of a sound and safe practitioner. By a straight- 
forward and honorable course he has built up a large 
legal business and is numbered among the success- 
ful attorneys of Allen County. 

On February 24, 1894, Mr. Blank was married to 
Callie B. Harrod, who was born and reared in 
Auglaize County, Ohio, the daughter of Miner and 
Phoebe A. (Falkner) Harrod, the former a native 
of Knox County, Ohio, and the latter of Allen 
County. To Mr. and Mrs. Blank the following 
children have been born: Leslie H., entered the 
United States Regular Army and went to France 
as a member of the Fifty-ninth Regiment.. He was 
a second-lieutenant of Infantry, was promoted to 
the rank of first-lieutenant, and was placed upon 
the retired list, having been “gassed” and rendered 
unfit for further military service. Walter J. also 
served in the World war as a private at Camp Sher- 
man, Ohio. Beatrice and Carl M. are at home. 

Mr. Blank has always taken a keen interest in 
local public affairs, giving his support to all move- 
ments for the advancement of the public welfare. 
He rendered appreciated service as director of pub- 
lic safety in 1912-13, and was then appointed chief 
of police of Lima, to fill a vacancy, serving from 
December to May. Fraternally he is a member of 
the Woodmen of the World and the American Insur- 
ance Union. He is a member of the Carpenters’ 
Union and is district organizer for the American 
Federation of Labor. In political matters he gives 
his support to the socialist party. Because of his 
professional success and his high personal character, 
Mr. Blank enjoys to a marked degree the confidence 
and esteem of all who know him. 


Frank P. Sevier. Occupying a foremost place 
among the prominent and representative men of 
Lima is Frank P. Sevier, who is manager of the 
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Fisk Rubber Company of this city and has other 
interests. Mr. Sevier was born November 3, 1884, 
at Jonesboro, Tennessee, the second oldest of six 
children born to Samuel and Cassia (Hall) Sevier, 
and a direct descendant of John Sevier, who was 
the first territorial governor of Tennessee and who 
died in office after serving eight and a half terms. 
France was the original home of the Seviers, and, 
expelled as Huguenots, they came to America and 
had much to do with the early settlement of more 
than one state and winning renown in the Revo- 
lutionary and Indian wars. The great-grandfather 
of Frank P. Sevier was the father of sixteen chil- 
dren, and once owned vast tracts of land in Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee. He was a man of distin- 
guished public service, and a monument was erected 
to commemorate the’same in the public square at 
Knoxville. 

Samuel Sevier, father of Frank P., was born in 
Tennessee, the youngest of a family of five chil- 
dren. His father was a farmer, planter and slave- 
holder in Tennessee. Samuel Sevier was a promi- 
nent lawyer in that state and practiced at Jonesboro 
and Knoxville until his death on March 4, 1909. 
His widow resides at Kremmling in Grant County, 
Colorado. 

Frank P. Sevier attended the public schools of 
Jonesboro, Tennessee, a private school at St. Joseph, 
Missouri, and the Southwestern Baptist College there. 
His first business venture was as a Salesman for a 
lumber company at Cripple Creek, Colorado, his 
success in the selling field leading to his embark- 
ing in the business of selling automobiles, in which 
line he continued for four years at Denver and three 
years at Los Angeles, California. In 1915 Mr. Sevier 
came to Lima as manager of the Fisk Rubber Com- 
pany, in which he is a stockholder. His territory 
covers nine counties in Ohio and the company’s 
volume of business is constantly on the increase. 

In 1903 Mr. Sevier was married to Miss Florence 
Spaith, who died March 31, 1919, leaving one son, 
John Paul. Mr. Sevier’s second marriage was to 
Miss Olga Abe, a daughter of Edwin and Marie 
(Smith) Abe, of Wapakoneta, Ohio. 

Mr. Sevier is a thirty-second degree Mason, hav- 
ing attained that high honor at Manitou, Colorado. 
He belongs to the Chapter, Council and Commandery 
at Colorado Springs and is a member of the Mystic 
Shrine at Denver. Although never entering the 
political arena as a candidate. Mr. Sevier has been 
an earnest and active participant in public matters 
as a private citizen, and at all times consistent in 
his devotion to the principles of the republican party. 
He has been active in various ways at Lima, has 
served one year as chairman of the Associated Char- 
ities and is a trustee of the Lima Chamber of Com- 
merce. During the continuance of the great war 
he was conspicuous, although personally unassum- 
ing, in assisting in promoting the success of war 
measures, for one year serving as chairman of the 
Relief Board of Charities, and throughout was chair- 
man of the Allen County Red Cross Commission of 
Civilian Relief. Social by nature and of genial per- 
sonality, he is a valued member of the Rotary, the 
Lima and the Lima Country clubs. 


Guy Custer. In the experimental forms of gov- 
ernment that, strangely enough, seem to appeal to 
certain individuals, the orderly processes that insure 
both safety and justice to every one without dis- 
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crimination have no place, consequently confusion 
and oppression reign and the law of might instead 
of right prevails. Fortunately such is not the case 
in American communities. Not only have wise laws 
been made for the general protection of life and 
property, but it is by the will of the people them- 
selves that competent men are chosen to administer 
them. The public officials of Allen County, Ohio, 
are, as a body, men of high personal character, well 
qualified in every way to perform every duty per- 
taining to the offices to which they have been elected. 
One of these public officials, Guy Custer, county 
recorder of Allen County, is particularly well known 
in this section of Ohio, belonging to a prominent old 
agricultural family of the county, and, prior to 
becoming recorder, serving with honesty and efh- 
ciency in other important county offices. 

Guy Custer was born on his father’s farm in Allen 
County in 1872, and is a son of Jacob and Phoebe 
(Heath) Custer. He was reared on the farm and 
continued with his father until twenty-one years old, 
having country school privileges until seventeen. 
Farm life does not appeal to every young man, and 
when old enough to leave home and with his father’s 
approval he went to Lima, where he found a ready 
business opening as a clerk with the Watson Grocery 
Company, with which firm he remained for seven 
years. 

In the meanwhile Mr. Custer had become inter- 
ested in politics, as a young, ambitious man can 
scarce avoid being when keeping wide awake as to 
future prospects. In 1900, when James W. Gensel 
was elected county treasurer on the democratic 
ticket, his appointee as deputy treasurer was Guy 
Custer. After his term of service in that office was 
over Mr. Custer returned to the business field and 
from then until 1913 covered a large territory as a 
traveling salesman in the interest of a Lima business 
house. In that year he received the appointment of 
deputy treasurer under County Treasurer W. E. 
Tussing, and remained in the county treasurer’s 
office until 1917, when he was elected county recorder. 
His democratic friends made him their candidate 
for the 1920 campaign, and he was re-elected as 
county recorder. 

In 1912 Mr. Custer was married to Miss Kathryn 
Prophat, who is a daughter of H. S. and Frances 
(Beebe) Prophat, residents of Lima, where Mr. Cus- 
ter’s parents also live retired. He had two brothers 
and five sisters. Mr. and Mrs. Custer have two 
children: Judson S. and Alice E. The family belong 
to the First Congregational Church. He is identi- 
fled with the Knights of Pythias, the Order of Moose 
and the Elks at Lima, and with the United Commer- 
cial Travelers Association. 


CLARENCE J. FRAUNFELTER, who is serving as 
deputy sheriff of Allen County and whose popular- 
ity is reinforced by his loyalty and efficiency in offi- 
cial capacity, is a representative of an old and hon- 
ored pioneer family of this county, where his grand- 
father, Israel Fraunfelter, became one of the early 
settlers of American Township, where he reclaimed 
and improved a productive farm and where he 
reared his family of five children. He was one of 
the substantial and highly esteemed men of the 
county, and remained on his old homestead farm 
until the close of his life, as did also his wife. Of 
their children the youngest is Otis, father of the 
present deputy sheriff of the county. Otis Fraun- 
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felter was reared to manhood in American Town- 
ship, where he received the advantages of the com- 
mon schools of the period and where he remained 
at the parental home until his marriage to Miss 
Eliza Baxter, who likewise was born and reared 
in this county. They have for many years resided 
on their excellent farm in American Township, the 
same being well improved and comprising forty-nine 
acres. They became the parents of four sons and 
one daughter, of whom the subject of this sketch is 
the youngest. 

Clarence James Fraunfelter was born on the farm 
which is still the home of his parents, and the date 
of his nativity was September 7, 1892. He received 
the advantages of the district schools and at the 
age of seventeen years he entered the Lima Busi- 
ness College, in which he completed a thorough 
commercial course and was given a diploma. For 
three years thereafter he had charge of a delivery 
wagon for the National Biscuit Company in the City 
of Lima, and he then became cashier in the local 
offices of this concern. He held this position eighteen 
months, after which he was for three months a 
traveling representative of this company. He passed 
the ensuing fifteen months in the City of South 
Bend, Indiana, in the interests of the same corpora- 
tion, and he then returned to Lima and assumed a 
clerical position in the warehouse of the Lake 
Erie & Western Railroad. Nine months later he 
became a clerk in the store of the Lima Locomo- 
tive Works, in which connection he was soon ad- 
vanced to the position of timekeeper. His connec- 
tion with this concern continued eleven months, at 
the expiration of which he was appointed deputy 
sheriff of the county, in May, 1919, by Charles W. 
Baxter, the present sheriff, under whose administra- 
tion he has since served with marked efficiency. 
Mr. Fraunfelter has not yet joined the ranks of 
benedicts, but permits his name to remain on the 
roster of eligible young bachelors in his native 
county. He is affiliated with Lima Lodge of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the 
local camp of the Modern Woodmen of America, 
and his political proclivities mark him a loyal sup- 
porter of the cause of the democratic party. 


Harry B. LoncswortH. Even the ordinary ob- 
server takes an interest, although, perhaps, not a 
purely personal one, in the beauty, power, speed 
and evident efficiency of the automobiles that pene- 
trate to every part of the country, realizing that a 
vast business has developed. Men of capital have 
not hesitated to risk wealth in cars or motors, and 
fortunes have been reared on a favorite model, 
but the time has not yet arrived when these speedy 
examples of rapid and comfortable transportation 
can do without attention at a service station or go 
forever without a period of repairing rest in a first- 
class garage. Hence there are many ambitious, 
energetic young men with both mechanical expe- 
rience and sound business judgment who have em- 
barked in a business which evidently presents so 
favorable a future. Among these at Lima who 
have apparently made no mistake in choice attention 
may be called to Harry B. Longsworth, who con- 
ducts a service garage on South Elizabeth Street 
and also has the agency for the popular Coluinbia 
cars. 

Harry B. Longsworth was born at Convoy, Van 
Wert County, Ohio, and is a son of Howard B. and 
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Elizabeth (Butler) Longsworth, of English stock. 
For many years the paternal grandfather of 
Mr. Longsworth was both farmer and physician in 
Van Wert County. The parents of Mr. Longsworth 
now reside at Hominy, Oklahoma. 

Preceding his graduation from the Lima High 
School Mr. Longsworth was with Frank Mullen- 
hauer in his garage at Lima as service boy for one 
year, and then for a short time worked in the 
freight house of the Lake Erie Railroad. He then 
went to Flat Rock, Illinois, and Geneva, Indiana, 
and at the former place worked as a tool dresser 
for four months, and at the latter for six months, 
at which time he entered the employ of Oliver 
De Weese, with the determination to learn the 
automobile business from the ground up. He re- 
mained there three years and then went with the 
Gramm Motor Truck Company as a_ general 
mechanic, where he continued until April, 1919, when 
he started his own business, the Service Garage 
Company at its present location. He is prepared to 
give expert service of every kind and has built up a 
fine trade. He carries all necessary accessories and 
has a thoroughly equipped repair shop. 

In 1913 Mr. Longsworth was united in marriage 
to Miss Fern M. Longsworth, who is a daughter of 
W. M. and Ada (Young) Longsworth. Mr, Longs- 
worth is intelligently interested in politics but merely 
as a good and vigorous citizen, and has always 
cast his vote with the republican party. He has 
made his own way in the world and is entitled to 
the general esteem and business confidence that he 
enjoys. 


Guy Howarp. Outsiders do not generally appre- 
ciate the value of the service rendered to humanity 
by the modern life insurance man, nor the personal 
sacrifices he makes in order to bring home the nec- 
essity for an adequate provision for the two con- 
tigencies of life, either one of which, and some- 
times both, have to be met by all, death and old 
age. Many only think of life insurance as some- 
thing to be taken out for the protection of a wife 
and children, but this, important although it is, 
forms but a part of the object of insuring. It is 
difficult for many to grasp any other idea, so that 
the business of the insurance man is necessarily one 
of education, and he oftentimes finds that in order 
to live up to the ethics of his calling he must sacri- 
fice his own interests in the way of commissions in 
order to give sound and dependable advice. Once, 
however, he has won the confidence of a man he has 
made a friend, and one who does not forget a 
service, and this appreciation and the feeling of 
satisfaction in a duty well performed are no small 
part of the profits from this line of business. 

One of the reliable and conscientious insurance 
men of Lima who is living up to these high stand- 
ards is Guy Howard, manager of the Lima office of 
the North America Life Insurance Company, and 
which is now considered one of the best producing 
offices of the company. Mr. Howard was born at 
Williamsport, Ohio, on May 13, 1887, a son of 
Stewart and Eliza (Jones) Howard. Stewart 
Howard enlisted for service during the war between 
the States as a member of Company D, One Hun- 
dred and Eighty-Seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
By trade he was a painter and decorator. His death 
occurred in 1904, his widow surviving him until 
1908, when she, too, passed away. 
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Guy Howard attended the public schools until 
he was fourteen years old and then began working 
in various callings, among them being that of a musi- 
cian, for which he had a natural talent, and he was 
a member of the best band of Columbus, Ohio, until 
he was twenty-three years old, at which time he 
began his association with his present company. 
He gained such a position with this corporation 
that when in January, 1920, the North American 
Life Insurance Company opened an office at Lima, 
Mr. Howard was placed in charge of it. This 
company is one of the standard, old-line insurance 
companies, and does a general life insurance business. 

In May, 1908, Mr. Howard was united in marriage 
with Elizabeth Darling, born at Darbyville, Ohio, 
a daughter of Washington and Elizabeth (Seymour) 
Darling, natives of Colton and Waverly, Ohio, 
respectively. Mr. and Mrs. Howard have one daugh- 
ter, Marvene, who was born on August 4, 1909. The 
family are interested in Christian Science and attend 
the services of that society. In politics Mr. Howard 
is a republican. Well known in Masonry, he belongs 
to Magnolia Lodge No. 20, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons, and is a thirty-second degree and 
Shriner Mason. He also belongs to the Odd Fellows 
of Richmondale, Ohio. 


JAMES Roy Jones. It is certainly something 
worthy of notice that very many of the business 
enterprises of modern type are successfully con- 
ducted by the younger men in a community, such as 
formerly were not much more than through college. 
Many of these have never had the opportunity of 
attending college, but that means only that they have 
been educated in a different way, mainly through 
self effort and the proud spirit of industry that never 
permits careless idleness. These wide-awake, ener- 
getic young men seem to have evolved sound busi- 
ness policies and are able to carry them through 
creditably on their own initiative, and in doing so 
succeed in commending themselves to the public and 
to their business associates. One of the young men 
of this type who is well known at Lima is James 
Roy Jones, of the Herrett Tire Service Company, 
in which he is a partner. 

James Roy Jones was born on a farm near Dela- 
ware, Ohio, December 28, 1890, and is a son of 
William Monroe and Josephine (Crawford) Jones. 
Like other farmer’s sons, as soon as old enough he 
found innumerable duties particularly suitable for 
strong, healthy farm boys awaiting his strength and 
energy, so that school attendance was confined to 
the winter seasons, when farm chores were not so 
pressing. He was about fourteen years old when 
his people moved to Cincinnati, where he had more 
school privileges, and in 1906, after his father moved 
to Lima, he had several years in the high school, 
applying himself closely to his studies, mathematics 
in particular. 

Mr. Jones then secured a situation in the Balti- 
more & Ohio Railroad offices at Lima, where he 
served two and a half years as clerk and store- 
keeper, then went with the Garford Truck Company 
as chief clerk in the cost department, where he 
worked for two years. He then entered into part- 
nership with A. M. Herrett, and together they con- 
ducted a successful business in school supplies under 
the name of the United States Flag Company until 
the great war came on, when this enterprise, like 
many another, proved unproductive and the busi- 


216 


ness was closed out. Mr. Jones then accepted a 
traveling position with the Watterson & Denio 
Company of Rochester, Ohio, and was on the road 
for this house for the next two years. Some time 
afterward Mr. Herrett organized the Herrett Tire 
Service Company at Lima, and as it prospered 
called Mr. Jones to once more become a business 
partner, the latter responding by the purchase of a 
half interest on May 15, 1919. The scope of the 
business has become somewhat enlarged as capital 
has been freely introduced, and a very prosperous 
future evidently awaits the able young firm. 

Mr. Jones is an active and influential member 
of the Chamber of Commerce. He belongs to the 
Allen County Automobile Trade Association, is a 
worker in the cause of good roads, is an uncom- 
promising republican in his political views and is a 
member of the Elks and the Wayfarers Club at 
Lima. He was reared in the faith of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 


ARTHUR M. Herrett. Many of the most prosper- 
ous business enterprises of the present day at Lima 
are those connected with the great automobile indus- 
try, including the distribution and handling of neces- 
sary adjuncts and accessories. This line of business 
has engaged the attention of many men of capital 
and far-sighted business vision. One of the well 
financed and thoroughly reliable houses here in the 
distribution of tires and batteries, and jobbers of 
automobile accessories of all kinds, is the Herrett 
Tire Service Company, in which Arthur M. Herrett 
is a partner. 

Arthur M. Herrett was born at Brimfield, Indiana, 
not far from Kendallville, March 29, 1892, and 
is a son of G. A. and Lena (Hayes) Herrett, who 
are the parents of three sons. G. A. Herrett was 
born at Brantford, Ontario, Canada, and was a 
near neighbor and life-long friend of Alexander 
Graham Bell, inventor of the Bell telephone. He 
attended school at Brantford until nineteen years 
old, then entered the service of the Lakeshore Rail- 
road, with which he was connected at Hillsdale, 
Michigan, and other points for nineteen years as 
traffic agent. After coming to Lima he was engaged 
in the grocery business on Main and Vine streets, 
but later sold out and is now interested in numer- 
ous other lines, being a partner in the Herrett Tire 
Service Company and vice president and treasurer 
of the Buckeye Machine Company. 

Arthur M. Herrett attended the public schools, 
and after completing his high school course at 
Lima in 1910 entered the Ohio Wesleyan College, 
where he pursued his studies for three years. When 
he returned to Lima he went into his father’s gro- 
cery store, learned the business and was manager 
for one year. After that, in partnership with James 
Roy Jones, he embarked in a jobbing business in 
school supplies, under the name of the United 
States Flag Company, with offices in the Holland 
Building. This enterprise promised well, but was 
discontinued when the great war came on, and 
Mr. Herrett later was engaged as traveling sales- 
man for the Ajax Rubber Company for one year 
through Ohio ahd West Virginia. 

He then determined to re-enter business on his 
own account, and on March 1, 1919, started the 
Herrett Tire Service Company, on May 15th follow- 
ing admitting his former associate, Mr. Jones, to 
partnership, and in December of the same year 
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Mr. Herrett’s father became the third partner. The 
company is distributor of Swinehart tires throughout 
nine counties in the state, supplying forty-eight deal- 
ers in this territory; distributes storage batteries 
over five counties; and does a large jobbing busi- 
ness in accessories over a wide territory. With 
standard goods and honorable business methods 
there has been no difficulty in building up a going 
business for this concern, 

On January 5, 1915, Mr. Herrett was united in 
marriage to Miss Ruby Ford Lynde, a daughter of 
Isaac Lynde, of Maryland ancestry and Puritan 
stock on the maternal side, the Wetherspoons hav- 
ing been Mayflower passengers. In political senti- 
ment Mr. Herrett is a progressive republican. He 
belongs to different Masonic bodies at Lima, and 
still preserves membership in his college fraternity, 
Sigma Chi, is active in the Chamber of Commerce, 
is secretary of the Allen County Automobile Trade 
Association, and belongs to the United Commercial 
Travelers, the Kiwanis and the Wayfarers Clubs 
and to the Elks. ? 


M. Austin Potter. Though comparatively young 
in years, the life of M. Austin Potter, successful 
business man of Lima, has been such as to elicit just 
praise from those who know him best, owing to the 
fact that he has been true to the trusts reposed in 
him and has been upright in his dealings with his 
fellow men, at the same time lending his support to 
the advancement of any cause looking to the welfare 
of the community at large. Mr. Potter was born 
at Sherwood, Ohio, on the 9th day of March, 1891, 
and is the only son and child born to the union of 
Leonard L. and Mary Belle (Austin) Potter, who 
were natives of Eaton, Ohio. Leonard L. Potter 
was a telegraph operator by vocation for many years, 
but in May, 1917, he came to Lima and went into 
business with his son, the subject of this sketch. 
The latter received his educational training in the 
public and high schools of St. Louis, Missouri. At 
the age of fifteen years he went to work in a book- 
binding establishment in Indianapolis, Indiana, for 
the modest salary of $1.50 per week. but a few 
months later he went to work in other shops, in 
order to gain wider experience. In 1912 Mr. Potter 
went to Terre Haute, Indiana, and became connected 
with the B. & T. system of farm and city loans. 
He became not only thoroughly familiar with all 
details of this business, but demonstrated executive 
ability of so high a type that in 1915 he was trans- 
ferred to Lima in the capacity of district manager 
for the same corporation, and still retains this posi- 
tion, one of trust and responsibility. In May, 1917, 
he entered into a partnership with his father and 
organized the Potter Motor Equipment Company, 
dealers in automobile accessories, both wholesale and 
retail. This business was successful from its incep- 
tion and on February 8, 1920, the business was incor- 
porated, with the following officers: Leonard L. 
Potter, president; M. Austin Potter, secretary; and 
Mary B. Potter, treasurer. This company has devel- 
oped into one of the foremost concerns of its kind 
in this community and is enjoying a wonderful 
degree of prosperity. 

On January 19, 1919, Mr. Potter was married to 
Iva May Miller, who was born and reared in Terre 
Haute, Indiana, the daughter of John A. and Anna 
(Hampton) Miller, who were natives of Virginia. 
Mr. and Mrs. Potter are members of Trinity Meth- 
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odist Episcopal Church. Politically Mr. Potter is 
independent, while fraternally he is a member of 
Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, at Lima. He is also a member of the Way- 
farers Club, which he has served as treasurer; of the 
Kiwanis Club, of which he is vice president, and of 
the Chamber of Commerce, of which he has been 
treasurer since January, 1920. He served as assis- 
tant chairman of Allen County during one of the 
earlier Liberty Loan drives, doing effective work in 
that field. Also during the earlier period of the 
war he served as food administrator for Allen 
County. 

On July 24, 1918, Mr. Potter enlisted in the 
United States Field Artillery, being located at Camp 
Jackson, near Columbia, South Carolina, but three 
weeks later was trnsferred to the Officers’ Training 
Camp at Camp Taylor, near Louisville, Kentucky, 
where he remained until his discharge, with the 
rank of sergeant, on November 29, 1918. He is now 
a member of the American Legion. Personally 
Mr. Potter is a genial and companionable gentleman, 
who has won a host of warm and loyal friends since 
locating in Lima. 


Homer H. Hucues. At Lima are afforded excel- 
lent opportunities for the development of large busi- 
ness interests and the employment for talents along 
diversified lines, and therefore a number of men of 
sterling qualities have permanently located in this 
city to their own profit and the good of their com- 
munity. One of these representative men is Homer 
H. Hughes, junior member of the old-established 
jewelry firm of Hughes & Son. 

Homer H. Hughes was born at Lima, Ohio, 
November 11, 1889, a son of Richard M. and Anna 
(Ashton) Hughes, natives of Lima. R. M. Hughes 
established himself in a jewelry business in 1880, 
and has since been occupied in conducting it along 
dependable lines. He has a beautiful home at 
762 West Market Street. Mrs. Hughes died Novem- 
ber 19, 1917. They became the parents of two chil- 
dren, namely: Fannie B., who is Mrs. Charles Hover, 
of Lima; and Homer H., whose name heads this 
review. 3 

Growing up in his native city, Homer H. Hughes 
attended its schools, being graduated from the high 
school course in 1907, following which he was taken 
into partnership with his father, theirs being the 
oldest jewelry house of Lima. On May 12, 1915, 
Mr. Hughes was married to Charlotte Aiken, born 
at Northwood, near Bellefontaine, Ohio, a daughter 
of William J. and Margaret (Milroy) Aiken, both 
of whom were born near Northwood, Ohio. Mr. and 
Mrs. Hughes have no children. They belong to the 
Presbyterian Church, and he is serving as a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the local body. In 
politics Mr. Hughes is a republican, but has never 
cared to enter public life. He belongs to the Lima 
and Shawnee clubs, and has served as a trustee of 
the latter. ; 

The jewelry establishment of Hughes & Son 1s 
not only the oldest house in this line in the city, 
but it is the most reliable, and a beautiful and 
varied assortment of jewelry and silver goods is 
carried, and orders are executed for the most artis- 
tic work from original designs, which come from a 
wide area. Both Mr. Hughes and his father are 
rightly numbered among the most highly esteemed 
men of Lima, and theirs is a constructive influence 
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in the community in which their interests are all 
centered. 


WittiaM T. Kettier. The firm of Kettler Broth- 
ers is one of the most reliable ones in Allen County, 
and the trade controlled by it is conservant with the 
fact that these partners understand meats and gro- 
ceries thoroughly and are able to give excellent 
service and sell a high grade of goods at prices 
as reasonable as the market quotations will permit. 
The junior member of this concern, William T. Kett- 
ler, is a practical man in the business and he and his 
brother, August Christian Kettler, have made their 
own way in the world, for they had the misfortune 
to lose their father, Gottlieb Kettler, when they 
were still boys. 

William T. Kettler was born at Kettlerville, named 
in honor of their grandfather, Christian Kettler, one 
of the sturdy and upright Germans of the old school 
who came to this country and developed into one 
of its sound and dependable citizens and a pros- 
perous farmer. The birth of William T. Kettler 
took place in 1874, and he was reared on the family 
homestead of 115 acres in Van Buren Township, 
Shelby County. After he was sixteen years old he 
had to leave school so as to give all of his attention 
to agriculture, and he remained on this farm until 
he was twenty-nine years of age. Leaving home he 
went to New Bremen, Ohio, and entered the furni- 
ture factory, spending eighteen months in the glue 
department. With the expiration of that period he 
came to Lima and was with Hamisher Brothers as a 
grocery salesman for eight years, leaving that con- 
cern to engage with John Hamisher, grocer, for a 
year. In 1905 he and August Christian Kettler 
formed their present connection and have since been 
operating under the caption of Kettler Brothers at 
the location they still occuy. In addition to his 
half interest in the store Mr. Kettler is a stock- 
holder in several concerns at Lima and elsewhere. 
He has also invested in Kentucky oil land and is a 
man of ample means, all of which possession he 
acquired through his own efforts. 

In 1905 Mr. Kettler was united in marriage with 
Bertha Pohlman, a daughter of Louis and Katherine 
(Bieler) Pohlman of New Bremen, Ohio. They 
have no children. Mr. Kettler is independent in his 
political views. The Spring Street Lutheran Church 
of Lima holds his membership. Like his brother, 
Mr. Kettler is a man of fine characteristics and a 
practical turn of mind, and both are held in the 
highest esteem not only by their customers but by 
their business competitors, the latter recognizing 
the fairness of their methods and the uprightness 
of their transactions, in the majority of cases follow- 
ing their example. 


Lucien Eart Lunwic. Clear thinking and calm 
reasoning are perhaps the most potent solvents for 
the ills that now affiict our country. Men of this 
type, able to hold and influence audiences through 
the spoken word, have a great opportunity for sery- 
ice, fully as patriotic as came to them in the stress 
of war. 

Such a reasoner and speaker is the well known 
Lima attorney, Lucien Earl Ludwig, who practically 
gave up his profession during the war to carry the 
American war gospel to the people, and who since 
the war has had a growing fame as a platform 
orator. 
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Mr. Ludwig was born in Marion Township of 
Allen County in October, 1883, a son of Charles C 
and Melissa (Neff) Ludwig. The associations of 
his early life were such as to develop in him that 
close touch with the humanity that lives by labor 
and thinks simply but in terms of clear reality. 
He was on the farm, doing the work of the fields, 
attending district schools, and engaging in the diver- 
sions of his boy friends. At the age of fifteen he 
was granted his first teacher’s certificate and taught 
his first school. It is also said that in the same year 
he made his first political speech from the same plat- 
form on which sat John R. McClean, candidate for 
the governorship of Ohio. Altogether he taught 
school twenty-six months in the country districts 
of Sugar Creek and Marion Township. In 1902 
he entered the Ohio Northern University at Ada, 
where he graduated with the Bachelor of Arts 
degree. During 1908-09 he was superintendent of 
public schools at Leesburg in Highland County and 
at the conclusion of that year entered the law 
department of the University of Michigan and grad- 
uated with the Class of 1912. Since then Mr. Lud- 
wig earned many honors and successes as a lawyer. 
He is a democrat in politics and only once has been 
a candidate for office, that of city solicitor in 1916. 
He is a member of the Ohio State Bar Association, 
and is vice president of the Alien County Bar Asso- 
ciation and a member of the Commercial Law League 
of America. 

He assumed responsibilities at the very beginning 
of the great war, and soon became so absorbed in 
the work that he gave over his practice altogether, 
and it is said that he made more than two hundred 
patriotic addresses, being a four-minute speaker, 
a leader in all the campaigns for funds and other 
purposes, and his work was highly commended not 
only by the local press and committees but by mem- 
bers of the State committees having in charge the 
Liberty Loan and other drives. Mr. Ludwig is also 
the author of several formal addresses, dealing 
with the tremendous social and economic forces 
that now affect the equilibrium of the nation, but his 
discussions are the more forceful because of his 
inveterate optimism and the courage and faith that 
dominate his attitude toward both the present and 
future. National reputation as an orator awaits 
this young Lima attorney. 

He married in 1905 Lizzie L. Judkins, daughter of 
W. J. and Eliza Jane (Baxter) Judkins of Allen 
County. They have one daughter, Jennie Aletha. 
Mr. Ludwig is a member of the Trinity Methodist 
Church, on its official board, and is affiliated with 
the Lima Club, Lima Lodge of Masons, Elks, Moose 
and is a member of the Lima Chamber of Commerce. 


A. STANLEY CHENOWETH, a partner in the men’s 
clothing and furnishing goods business at 204 West 
Market Street, has enjoyed a long and active asso- 
ciation with Lima commercial life and is one of 
the citizens honored and respected for his work and 
his character. 

Mr. Chenoweth was born in Auglaize County, 
Ohio, August 19, 1878, a son of C. N. and Miriam 
(Copeland) Chenoweth, the former a native of Allen 
County and the latter of Auglaize County, both of 
them still living. The paternal grandparents were 
James H. and Nancy (Skilling) Chenoweth, while 
the maternal grandparents were Amos and Mary 
(Layton) Copeland. C. N. Chenoweth still owns 
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a farm in Auglaize County, but in later years has 
lived at Lima and is a traveling salesman. He and 
his wife had four children: A. Stanley; Madie, 
Mrs. J. T. Bell of Dayton, Ohio; Edna, who died at 
the age of thirty years, the wife of Leslie L. Lusk; 
and Nan, Mrs. Wilbur Klingensmith of Warren, 
Ohio. 

A. Stanley Chenoweth acquired his early educa- 
tion in a district school, spent one year in Lima 
College and one year in Lima Business College, and 
before launching himself into a commercial career 
was a successful teacher for three years. He then 
joined the Michael Clothing Company of Lima as 
bookkeeper, and was faithfully associated with that 
concern altogether for fifteen years. On August 
1, 1916, he became associated with Mr. J. L. Jolley 
in establishing the men’s clothing and furnishing 
goods business at 204 West Market Street, in the 
Savings Building, and he has had the satisfaction 
of seeing his long training and acquaintance the 
means of building up a flourishing business. 

October 6, 1901, Mr. Chenoweth married Blanche 
Bell, a native of Noble County, Ohio, and daughter 
of Robert and Sarah (Ogg) Bell, also natives of. 
Ohio. To their marriage have been born two chil- 
dren, Miriam and Robert, both at home and attend- 
ing school. The family are members of the Chris- 
tian Church, Mr. Chenoweth being on the official 
board of the church and superintendent of the Sun- 
day school. He is a republican and is affliated with 
the Masonic Order. He is also a member of the 
Lima Club and of the Chamber of Commerce. He 
takes an active part in the religious work of the 
city and county, having served as president of the 
Christian Endeavor organization of Allen County 
and is now adult divisional superintendent of the 
Allen County Sunday School Association. 


FrANK Epwarp Durry is a veteran railroad man, 
and has for twenty years been in the Lima offices 
and headquarters of the Lake Erie & Western, 
most of the time as chief clerk to the superintend- 
ent of motive power. 

Mr. Duffy was born at Wellsville, Ohio, April 18, 
1874, son of Patrick and Angeline (Riddle) Duffy. 
His grandfather, John Duffy, came from Ireland 
with his wife and two children, and four other ° 
children, three sons and one daughter, were born 
after they came to America. Patrick Duffy began 
railroading as a waterboy, became a brakeman on 
the old Panhandle Division of the Pennsylvania in 
1870, was promoted to freight conductor in 1872, 
later was a conductor on the Cleveland & Pittsburgh 
Division, and from 1903 to 1912 was a passenger 
conductor. He finally resigned after more than 
forty years of service with the Pennsylvania System 
to become deputy sheriff of Cuyahoga County in 
Cleveland, and served in that office until his death 
November 6, 1916. His widow is still living, and of 
their three children Frank E. is the oldest. 

Frank E. Duffy was reared and acquired his early 
education in the public schools of Wellsville, Ohio. 
He graduated from high school in 1891, and his 
first railroad service was as a messenger boy in 
the offices of the Pennsylvania Railway at Wells- 
ville. He became fuel clerk and timekeeper, and in 
1898 was transferred as clerk to the office of engineer 
of maintenance of way at Wellsville. In 1899 he 
went to the division superintendent’s office at Cleve- 
land and on October 18, 1900, began a service that 
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has been continuous for two decades with the Lake 
Erie & Western at Lima. He came to Lima as 
assistant chief clerk and since November, 1902, has 
been chief clerk to the superintendent of motive 
power, his present superior in office being J. J. 
Maginn. 

In 1913 Mr. Duffy married Florence Louise Losee, 
daughter of C. and Elizabeth (Romer) Losee, of 
Lima. They have one son, Richard E. Mr. Duffy is 
a democrat and a member of St. John’s Catholic 
Church. 


Joun Crumrine. Upon the roll of representative 
citizens of Allen County of a past generation appears 
the name of the late John Crumrine, whose death 
occurred at his home in Lima on March 8, 1920. 
He spent practically his entire life in this county 
and won his way into the confidence and esteem of 
the people because of his persistent industry, 
unswerving honesty and business success—in short, 
he possessed those sterling qualities of character 
which commend themselves to persons of intelli- 
gence and the highest morality. He was a public- 
spirited man, standing for the upbuilding of his 
community in any way possible, and his support 
was not withheld from any laudable movements 
looking toward the general welfare of the people. 

John Crumrine was born in Prairie Township, 
Allen County, on February 29, 1844, and he was the 
son of Martin and Catherine (Brockins) Crumrine, 
natives of Pennsylvania and who became early set- 
tlers of Allen County. John Crumrine was reared 
on the parental farmstead and secured his educa- 
tion in the district schools of Prairie Township. 
After his marriage, in 1866, he remained with his 
mother for about a year and then, his wife’s parents 
having moved to Michigan, he lived on the farm at 
Elmhurst, Ohio, about three years. He then moved 
into a log cabin which he had built on his father-in- 
law’s farm, living there for several years, at the 
end of which time he bought a farm in Prairie 
Township, to the operation of which he devoted his 
energies until 1889. when he sold that farm and, 
coming to Lima, bought residence property and 
engaged in the buying and selling of mortgages, 
in which he met with splendid success, carrying on 
the industry until about 1915, when he retired from 
active business and lived quietly at home until his 
death. He had made a definite impression on the 
community in which he lived, and his death was 
sincerely mourned by a host of loyal friends and 
acquaintances. 

On April 8, 1866, Mr. Crumrine was married to 
Frances Emma Hanthorn, who was born two miles 
west of Westminster, Allen County, on November 
18, 1847, the daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth 
(Hardesty) Hanthorn. Her parents were natives 
of Virginia, and bore the distinction of being among 
the earliest settlers of Allen County, becoming resi- 
dents of this county while the Indians were still here 
in large numbers. Mrs. Crumrine is still living in 
the old home in Lima. They became the parents of 
the following children: Bronson E. and Charles, 
who still live with their mother in Lima; Frank 
Martin, who died at the age of forty-five years; 
James Howard, of Lima; Stella B., who lives with 
her mother; Alice Maude is the wife of Charles 
Keller, of Cleveland, Ohio; and Delbert Ray, of 
Lima. 
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Mr. Crumrine was an earnest member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, to which his widow 
still belongs. He was a democrat in his political 
faith and was a member of the Free and Accepted 
Masons. He was a man of kindly and generous 
impulses and made friends of all who knew him. 

Delbert Ray Crumrine was born in Perry Town- 
ship, Allen County, on August 15, 1885, and secured 
his educational training in the district and high 
schools. At the age of eighteen years he learned 
the trade of a machinist, which vocation he followed 
for about eight years, when he engaged in the 
second-hand business, which he has continued to the 
present time. He handles goods of every descrip- 
tion and has made a marked success of this busi- 
ness, in which line he is the leader in this com- 
munity. He is located at 822 South Main street. 
He is a wide-awake and energetic man of affairs 
and is an ardent supporter of everything which prom- 
ises to be of material, civic or moral benefit to the 
community. 

In November, 1907, Delbert Crumrine was mar- 
ried to Myrtle McKercher, a native of Columbus 
Grove, Ohio, and the daughter of Daniel and Ella 
McKercher. To Mr, and Mrs. Crumrine have been 
born four children, namely: Mildred, who died at 
the age of twelve years; John, Adelbert Woodrow, 
and Frances Lucile. 

Politically Mr. Crumrine gives his support to the 
democratic party, while fraternally he is a member 
of Lodge No. 199, Loyal Order of Moose, at Lima. 


Wa ter G. DEWEEsSE. Efficiency is the keynote 
along every line. It is the symbol, the correlated 
sign and working feature of the marvelous accom- 
plishments of every age and all people. Without 
it civilization today would never have passed beyond 
the stages of the cave man. None of the learned 
professions would have been developed from the 
faint beginnings of people striving for mental 
advancement, nor would the air, the earth, the water 
and even the sky over all be bound together to 
produce power and place for each generation. To 
raise anything beyond the low level of mediocrity 
requires skilled and carefully trained knowledge, 
and the power to use this knowledge to the highest 
degree for half-way methods cannot succeed. In 
nothing is this truer than in the development and 
maintenance of large business enterprises, especially 
those of recent origin, which the exigencies of mod- 
ern commercial and industrial life make important. 
One of the men who possesses this quality of efh- 
ciency to a marked degree is Walter G. De Weese, 
of Lima, sole proprietor of the DeWeese Sign 
Company. 

Walter G. De Weese was born at Lima in Decem- 
ber, 1888, a son of Oliver A. and Christy Ann 
(Haller) DeWeese. The family is of Holland- 
Dutch extraction., Oliver A. De Weese is one of 
the substantial farmers of Allen County. He and 
his wife had three children, of whom Walter G. 
is the second in order of birth. 

Growing up in Lima, Walter G. De Weese attended 
the Franklin public school, and took one year of 
the high school course, and then for two years 
was in the office of Leech & Leech, architects. In 
the meanwhile he had developed a talent for design- 
ing, and went with the Weixelbaum Post Card 
Company as designer, and held that position for six 
years. Then for six months he was with the 
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Novelty Sign Company, when, seeing a favorable 
opportunity, he established himself in business as a 
contracting sign painter, and also gave lessons in 
free hand drawing and painting. His talent was 
so generally recognized that his services were 
obtained by the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
and he taught free hand drawing in the night 
school of that organization for two years. Since 
1910 he has been carrying on his present business 
and gives employment to ten men, and has a very 
large business in first-class work. He also does 
all kinds of advertisement writing in all sections 
of the state, and is recognized as one of the best 
designers of catchy advertising in this part of the 
country. He is also interested in other ventures 
at Lima, and holds the welfare of the city close at 
heart. At the Elks convention held in Chicago in 
July, 1920, the float designed by Mr. De Weese, rep- 
resenting “Golden Days of Childhood,” took second 
prize. The trophy, handsomely engraved, is now 
on display at the Lima Elks Home in Lima. 

In 1915 he was united in marriage with Myrtle 
Hulliberger, a daughter of S. L. and Cora (Rum- 
baugh) Hulliberger. Mr. and Mrs. De Weese have 
no children. In politics Mr. De Weese is a repub- 
lican. He belongs to the Home Circle, Wayfarers 
Club, Kiwanis Club, of which he is a charter mem- 
ber, Loyal Order of Moose, the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks, and the Knights of Pythias. 
The Presbyterian Church holds his membership and 
benefits from his generous contributions. An alert, 
capable and enterprising man, Mr. De Weese has 
succeeded far beyond his original expectations, and 
the future looks bright in the further possibilities 
it holds for him and his expansion. 


Mrs. LuaH (MILLER) Butter. A woman of rare 
mental attainments, possessing literary talent of a 
high order, Mrs. Luah (Miller) Butler, of Lima, 
Allen County, is distinguished not only for the 
prominent position she holds in the social, charita- 
ble, literary and religious circles of city and county, 
but for the honored ancestry from which she is 
descended. A native of Allen County, she was born 
in January, 1861, in Delphos, a daughter of Alex- 
ander Miller, and granddaughter of John Miller. 

Alexander Miller, Mrs. Butler’s father, was born 
in Wampum, Pennsylvania, October 17, 1823, and 
early in life migrated to Ohio, settling first in Cin- 
cinnati. Soon after his marriage he located in 
Delphos, Allen County, and here established an 
extensive milling business, being engaged in the 
manufacture of flour, paper and woolen goods. He 
married Martha Ann Cooper Riddle, widow of 
Thomas Jefferson Riddle, of Cincinnati. She was 
born in Cincinnati Ohio, January 10, 1823, a daughter 
of Spencer and Hannah (Stewart) Cooper; grand- 
daughter of Spencer and Anna (Crane) Cooper; 
and great-granddaughter of one Spencer Cooper, 
who was born in England, and having immigrated to 
Boston, Massachusetts, in colonial days, served as 
a soldier in the Revolutionary war. Mrs. Butler’s 
grandfather Cooper served as a soldier in the War 
of 1812, and subsequently moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, 
where he was employed as a surveyor for many years, 
and was a frequent contributor to local periodicals. 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Miller became the parents 
of two children, Edwin J., deceased, and Luah, now 
Mrs. Butler. 
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Luah Miller married April 4, 1888, Wilson W. 
Butler, who was born in Knox County, Ohio. For 
fifteen years he was associated with the Westerley 
Granite Company in Lima, but sold his interests in 
the concern and has since lived in Canada, being 
separated from his family. One child was born of 
the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Butler, Gladys, whose 
birth occurred November 16, 1889. She attended 
Dana Hall School at Wellesley, Massachusetts. She 
married Robert Burney Lind, of Columbus, and is 
now living on the Butler Farms in Danville, Knox 
County, Ohio, on the estate laid out by her great- 
grandfather Butler in 1802. He also laid out Mount 
Vernon, the county seat, in the same year. Mr. and 
Mrs. Lind have two children, Ormonde, born Sep- 
tember 18, 1911; and Jack, born January 23, 1914. 

Luah Miller Butler from 1895 until 1904 was 
editor of the Woman’s page of the Lima Times 
Democrat, and also wrote advertising for a local 
firm, supporting her mother and daughter in this 
way. Going then with her daughter to Wellesley, 
she continued her studies there three years in 
special English work in Wellesley College. Return- 
ing to Lima in 1910, Mrs. Butler subsequently spent 
one season in California and various western points 
and subsequently traveled in Europe. 

Going to Boston, Massachusetts, in 1917, Mrs. 
Butler took a special art course in interior decorat- 
ing, and aiter her return to Lima interested her- 
self in the work of home service for the Lima 
soldier boys, and took an active part in the drives 
to secure funds for them. Active in club circles, 
she is now president of the Federated Clubs of Lima, 
with an aggregate membership of 1,500 women; is a 
member of the Lima Woman’s Club, which she has 
served as president; and is a charter member of 
the Lima Music Club, which has a membership of 
1,000 people, and of which she has been secretary 
and treasurer three terms. 

An active and valued member of the Market Stree 
Presbyterian Church, Mrs. Butler has served as 
president of its Ladies’ Aid Society. and for nine 
years taught in its Sunday school. In 1918 and 1919 
she was key woman for the Lima Presbytery of 
twenty-four towns. Mrs. Butler is a charter mem- 
ber of the T. and T. Club, which was organ- 
ized in 1893, and in which she has held various 


offices. She also belongs to the Allen County His- 
torical Association and to the Lima Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution. In 1919 


Mrs. Butler directed the doughnut drive for the 
Salvation Army, when the 10,000 or more sold netted 
the round sum of $1,400. She still writes for dif- 
ferent periodicals, her articles always being worthy 
of attention. She is both mentally and physically 
strong, and attributes her good health to plenty of 
fresh air and outdoor living, as she has lived in 
open camps in the north, east and south, but is 
thankful to call the city where she has lived for 
fifty years her home town, and was one of the 
makers of the slogan, “Lima Leads.” 


Harry Leroy DeWitt. Prominently identified 
with large enterprises at Lima and elsewhere, Harry 
Leroy DeWitt, president and general manager of 
the Lima-Buick Company, is numbered with the 
progressive and able business men of this city. He 
has not yet reached middle age, but his business 
achievements would be creditable to a veteran cap- 
tain of industry. As may be inferred, Mr. DeWitt 
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has never been a laggard on the path of life, as a 
fact having welcomed work and responsibility from 
early boyhood, and has accomplished much through 
the driving force of manly energy and constant 
industry. 

Harry L. DeWitt was born in 1882 in Delaware 
County, Ohio, and is of Scotch ancestry and Revolu- 
tionary stock. The DeWitt family came from Scot- 
land and settled very early in the vicinity of Syra- 
cuse, New York, in which state many of its 
representatives may yet be found. It was from New 
York that the grandfather of Harry L. DeWitt, 
Francis DeWitt, came to Ohio, reared a family of 
ten children, and died in old age at Au Gres, Arenac 
County, Michigan. 

The parents of Harry L. DeWitt were John L. and 
Mary (Hartley) DeWitt, the former of whom was 
born in Ohio, the fourth youngest of a family of five 
sons and five daughters. His life was mainly spent 
in Paulding and Delaware counties, as his contract- 
ing business demanded, and he was well known all 
over that territory, where the family was held in 
high regard. Of the four children Harry L. is the 
youngest. 

Until he was fourteen years old Mr. DeWitt 
attended the public schools. It was then that he 
went to work at his first job, and two years later 
might have been discovered as district manager and 
field superintendent of the Houston River Canal con- 
struction work in connection with the irrigation of 
rice land near Galveston. He remained on that job, 
a hard and responsible one for a boy to undertake, 
for three years. He remained in the south two years 
longer, and during the greater part of that time was 
engaged in breaking wild horses. Mr. Dewitt then 
went to Missouri and invested his capital in a gro- 
cery store at Roaring River, but the confinement 
entailed by this business irked him and he sold out 
and began learning the brickmaking trade, and this 
led, in a way, to his embarking in business for him- 
self as a contractor. 

Mr. DeWitt returned to Ohio and continued in 
the contracting and building business at Paulding 
until 1917, when he came to Lima, where he is still 
interested in contracting as a member of the firm of 
Stapleton & DeWitt. He has been concerned in the 
erection of structures all over the state, including 
twenty-two big churches at different points, a notable 
one being the Catholic Church at Wapakoneta. He 
also erected the fine bank building for the First 
National at Bartlettsville, Oklahoma. In 1918 he 
became manager of the Lima-Buick Company, of 
which he is now president and owner and sole agent 
for the Buick cars in this territory. 

In 1905 Mr. DeWitt was united in marriage to 
Miss Jessie McEwan of Saginaw, Michigan, who is a 
daughter of John and Ellen McEwan, and they have 
one son, John Leslie. In addition to business inter- 
ests already mentioned, Mr. DeWitt is a stockholder 
in the Lima Ice Company, and is financially inter- 
ested in the Lima Cut Stone Company. He is an 
active member of the Chamber of Commerce and has 
thereby been the means of placing the advantages 
of Lima in a favorable light before capitalists who 
are cautious about investments. He is a thirty- 
second degree Mason and belongs to the Com- 
mandery at Lima. He is a member also of the 
Lima Club, and in politics is a republican, but, 
before everything, is a true American. 
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WILLarp EMANUEL TUSSING is one of the success- 
ful real estate and insurance operators of Lima, 
whose energies and capabilities are receiving proper 
recognition at the hands of his patrons. He was 
born in Perry Township, Allen County, Ohio, a 
son of John and Delilah (Sparr) Tussing, and 
grandson of John Tussing, natives of Germany. 
When John Tussing and Delilah Sparr were young 
people they were brought to Putnam County, Ohio, 
by their parents, and they were married in that 
county. Later they moved to Perry Township, 
Allen County, Ohio, and there he alternated farm- 
ing and discharging the duties pertaining to the 
Baptist ministry. Both he and his wife died some 
years ago. 

Until he was sixteen years old Willard E. Tussing 
attended the district schools, and then began working 
by the month for a man by the name of Dick Crabb, 
who gave him a note for $25 in payment for his 
summer of hard work. Mr. Tussing still has that 
unpaid note. He was more successful with his other 
employers, and continued to work by the month until 
1872, when he began farming for himself, and after 
five years sold his farm equipment and bought sev- 
enty-five acres three-quarters of a mile west of 
Waynesfield, but rented this farm and went on the 
road for the International Machine Company, selling 
buggies and machines, and maintained this connec- 
tion for four years. Moving then to St. Mary’s, 
Ohio, Mr. Tussing worked for a year for Gordon, 
House & Folk, manufacturers of machinery, harness 
and all kinds of farmers’ supplies. For the subse- 
quent year he was on his. farm, then moved to 
Mendon, Ohio, and was in the employ of his old 
company for five years, and then came to Ohio, in 
the meanwhile selling his farm and investing a part 
of the purchase price in an implement business. 
After conducting it for two years he again went 
on the road, this time for the Crone Buggy Com- 
pany of Selina, Ohio, and was with it for three 
years, when he was elected treasurer of Allen 
County, and served for a term of four years. On 
leaving this office Mr. Tussing went into the real 
estate and insurance business with Samuel Parks and 
William Biddinger, under the name of Parks, Bid- 
dinger & Tussing, and they are still operating under 
that caption. 

In September, 1872, Mr. Tussing was united in 
marriage with Ida L. Leedom, born in Perry, Town- 
ship, Allen County, Ohio, a daughter of George and 
Jennie (Ice) Leedom. The children born to 
Mr. Tussing and his wife are as follows: Hattie, 
who is Mrs. Charles Shaffer, of Florida; Orlie, who 
is a resident of Reliance, Ohio; Irvin, who died 
November 22, 1919, aged thirty-two years; and Enola, 
who is Mrs. Carl From of Pandora, Ohio. Mr. Tuss- 
ing is a democrat, and active in his party, and in 
addition to being the successful nominee of his 
party for county treasurer has also been elected to 
various township offices. Fraternally he maintains 
membership with Lima Lodge No. 91, Knights of 
Pythias. 


CHARLES KRUSE, proprietor of the hardware store 
which bears his name, is one of the responsible men 
of Elida, and one who commands the confidence of 
his fellow citizens and the respect of his competitors 
on account of his reliable and honorable manner of 
doing business. He was born in Champaign County, 
Ohio, October 2, 1860, a son of Henry and Doretta 
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(Bowman) Kruse, natives of Germany, who came 
from that country to the United States as young 
people, and met and were married in Ohio. By trade 
Henry Kruse was a shoemaker, having learned it 
in his native land and worked at it for five years 
at Cincinnati, Ohio, but when he moved to Cham- 
paign County he was engaged in farming near 
Urbana, and continued to live there until 1866. In 
the latter year the family moved to Elida, and a 
homestead was established one-half a mile outside 
of the village, on which Charles Kruse is now resid- 
ing. There the father died in 1906, and the mother 
is also deceased. They had seven children, of whom 
Charles is the eldest. 

Growing up at Elida, Charles Kruse attended its 
schools until he was sixteen years of age, and then 
gave all of his attention to the farm, on which he 
had already been working during the summer 
months. He remained at home until 1907, being 
occupied during the latter part of the time with 
operating the 187-acre farm. In 1907 he embarked 
in the hardware business, and has developed it into 
its present proportions, and he handles the Emerson- 
Brantingham agricultural implements, for which he 
has the Allen County agency, and a full line of light 
and heavy hardware, and is also handling coal. He 
owns twenty acres of the old homestead, which is 
now on the edge of Elida, and is very valuable. 
Mr. Kruse is a stockholder in the Lima Coal Com- 
pany. In politics he is a deinocrat. The Lutheran 
Church holds his membership, and he is held in high 
regard in his congregation. 

In 1890 Mr. Kruse was united in marriage with 
Etta Arminnie Counselor, a daughter of Rev. Elias 
and Elizabeth Counselor, the former being a minister 
of the United Brethren Church. Mr. and Mrs, Kruse 
have seven living children, namely: Doretta, Carrie 
Elizabeth, Charles Duane, Elias Henry, Zilpha 
Lucinda, Anne Isabell and Dorsey William. <A 
daughter, Margaret, died in 1910, when five years 
of age. 

‘ 

MicHAEL JAMES Mooney. Few names are better 
or more favorably known in insurance circles of 
Ohio than that of Michael James Mooney of Lima, 
district manager of the Michigan Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company. Mr. Mooney’s connection with this 
institution dates back to the time of its inception, 
and his connection therewith has been largely respon- 
sible for the great growth and development which 
made possible its present prestige in this field of 
business endeavor. While he is primarily an insur- 
ance man, he is likewise identified as an official and 
director with numerous other enterprises which have 
benefited by his sound judgment and experienced 
counsel. 

Mr. Mooney was born at St. Mary’s Ohio, in 1871, 
a son of M. J. and Catherine (Salmon) Mooney. 
His maternal grandfather, Thomas Salmon, was a 
well-known railroad contractor of his day, among 
his achievements being the grading of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad from Orrville to Lima, the Cincinnati, 
Hamilton & Dayton through this city, and work on 
numerous lines in the» east. William Thomas 
Mooney, the paternal grandfather of Michael J. 
Mooney, was born in County Leitrim, Ireland, and 
was forty-five years of age when he immigrated to 
America in 1845, bringing with him his wife and 
three small children. The journey was made on a 
sailing vessel which consumed seven weeks in mak- 
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ing the passage, during which time the grandmother 
fell ill and subsequently died at a hospital at Quebec, 
where the ship made port. William T. Mooney had 
been a small farmer in his native land, but after 
coming to the United States was variously employed 
at Watertown, New York, and in Carroll County, 
Ohio, and in 1850 came to Lima, where he made 
his home four years. Eventually he went to St. 
Mary’s, where his death occurred. 

M. J. Mooney, the elder, was reared at St. Mary’s 
and in his youth followed a number of vocations. 
Finally he became one of the founders of the Michi- 
gan Mutual Life Insurance Company, of which he 
was manager of the branches in Ohio, West Virginia 
and Kentucky. He died at his home at St. Mary’s, 
Ohio, in 1906. Of his ten children, four sons and 
two daughters are living: Daniel F., who has been 
United States minister to Paraguay since his appoint- 
ment by President Wilson in 1914; Joseph, who is 
second vice president of the Michigan Mutual Life 
Insurance Company; Charles A., one of Cleveland’s 
leading democratic politicians, who is serving his 
second term as a member of the United States 
House of Representatives; Catherine Ella, the wife 
of Dr. Harry S. Noble oi St. Mary’s; Michael James, 
and Margaret S., now Mrs. Charles A. Lang of 
Delphos, Ohio, with one daughter, Catherine Amelia. 

Michael James Mooney was educated in the public 
schools of St. Mary’s, and after his graduation from 
high school in 1888 entered upon a short career as a 
teacher. Later for four years he was bookkeeper 
for the Home Banking Company at St. Mary’s, dur- 
ing which time he was appointed village clerk, and 
later was elected to that office, in which he served 
four years. Mr. Mooney then began to learn the. 
insurance business as an associate of his father in 
the Michigan Mutual Life Insurance Company at 
St. Mary’s where he remained until the elder man’s 
death, subsequently going to Columbus, where he 
was in charge of the office for five years. In 1913 
he came to Lima as manager of the Lima office, a 
position which he has since retained, being also a 
stockholder and director of this company. He is also 
a stockholder in the Glass Block Company, the 
St. Mary’s Hardware Company and the Gordon- 
Hauss-Folk Company, all of St. Mary’s; the Catholic 
Columbian, a newspaper, and the General Laundry 
Company of Columbus; and the First National Bank, 
the Chalmers Pump Manufacturing Company and 
the Shook Laundry Company, all of Lima. He has 
always been a staunch and unwavering democrat. 
He has numerous connections of a civic, social and 
fraternal nature, and holds membership in the Elks, 
the Knights of Columbus, the Rotary Club and the 
Lima Club. His religious affiliation is with St. Rose’s 
Catholic Church. 


JoHN SHERMAN WituiaMs. A highly esteemed 
and valued citizen of Lima, noteworthy for his 
many excellent traits of character, John Sherman 
Williams, vice president of the well-known firm of 
Williams Brothers Heating and Plumbing Company, 
also general manager of its heating and ventilating 
department, in that capacity being kept busy. A 
native of Ohio, he was born June 21, 1887, in Vene- 
docia, Van Wert County, and there spent his child- 
hood days. 

William R. Williams, his father, was born in 
Jackson County, Ohio, and during his earlier years 
was employed as a blacksmith. Soon after his mar- 
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riage he came to Columbus, Ohio, where he remained 
for several years, when he settled in Van Wert 
County, and on the farm which he improved resided 
until his death in 1900. He married Susan Jones, 
who was born in Ohio, near Cincinnati, being a 
daughter of John T. Jones. After the death of her 
husband she removed with her three children to 
Columbus, Ohio, where she resided until 1914, when 
she removed to her present home in Lima, Ohio. 

Having acquired his first knowledge of books in 
the public school, John Sherman Williams further 
advanced his education by taking a course of study 
with the International Correspondence Schools. 
After the death of his father he with a brother 
fifteen months older took entire charge of the home 
farm of eighty acres for four years. Going then with 
the family to Columbus, he learned the art of heating 
and ventilating buildings, serving an apprenticeship 
of four years with one of the leading firms of that 
city. He subsequently did journeyman work for the 
same firm for two years, being foreman of the work 
done in different places. Locating in Lima in April, 
1914, Mr. Williams, with his brother George Edgar 
Williams, organized the firm of The Williams Broth- 
ers Company, and the company thus established has 
since carried on a flourishing business, doing its full 
share of installing the plumbing, heating and ventilat- 
ing apparatus in different buildings and residences 
since erected in this part of the county, Mr. Williams 
superintending thé heating and ventilating proposi- 
tions, while his brother, president of the firm, is 
general manager and supervisor. of the plumbing 
department. 

On April 24, 1916, Mr. Williams was united in 
marriage with Mary J. Phillips, of Lima, a daughter 
of Martin and Josephine (Nichols) Phillips, of 
Allen County, and they have one child, Robert 
Eugene, born December 11, 1918.  Religiously 
Mr. Williams is a Presbyterian. Politically he is 
identified with the republican party. He is an active 
member of the Business Men’s Club, of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, of the Lima Club and 
the Kiwanis Club. Fraternally he is a thirty-second 
degree and Knight Templar Mason, and a member 
of the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine; and he is also affliated with the 
Knights of Pythias and the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks. ; 


Homer Kine Hernicer. Possessing a comprehen- 
sive knowledge of the vast and intricate problems 
which the conduct of the immense system of trans- 
portation of the Rapid Transit Company of Lima 
involves, Homer King Heiniger, treasurer and man- 
ager of the company, is naturally a man of practical 
ideas with reference to matters of special interest 
in the several lines in which he is a forceful factor. 

Mr. Heiniger was born at Elmore, Ohio, in 1888, a 
son of J. W. and Lucretia Heiniger, the former of 
whom was born in the Canton of Berne, Switzer- 
land, where his father was a merchant of consider- 
able importance. After coming to the United States 
J. W. Heiniger located at Lima, and for twenty 
years was engaged in mercantile pursuits in this 
city. His death occurred in 1917, but the mother is 
still living. 

Until he was fourteen years old Homer K. 
Heiniger attended the public schools of Lima, but 
then became a student of the Miami Military Insti- 
tute at Germantown, Ohio, and remained there for 
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two years. Returning to Lima, he was made time- 
keeper for the locomotive works, leaving that posi- 
tion to go to Salina, Kansas, for the T. D. Lee 
Mercantile Company, as a salesman with all of 
Kansas as his territory. For the succeeding two 
years he was very successful, but returned to Ohio 
and for two years was engaged in selling queensware 
ae George H. Bowman & Company of Cleveland, 
io. 

In 1911 Mr. Heiniger came back to Lima and 
organized the Lima Mercantile Company, and was 
actively engaged in selling a general line of mer- 
chandise for three years, when he sold this business 
and became selling agent for the Studebaker, Max- 
well and Chevrolet cars, with a branch agency at 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, and covered twenty-three 
counties. His headquarters were on the present site 
of the Regent Theater, and he did a big business for 
two years. He then bought the City Taxi Company 
on the public square and is still treasurer and gen- 
eral manager of it. Mr. Heiniger was instrumental 
in securing a reorganization of the Rapid Transit 
Company, Lima, Ohio, and is its treasurer and 
general manager, a director and heavy stockholder. 
Having supreme confidence in the future of Lima, 
Mr. Heiniger has invested in a number of its busi- 
ness enterprises, and is a man of ample means. 

In 1908 he was married to Pearl Mack, a daughter 
of Chief Mack of the Lima Fire Department. There 
are no children. Mr. Heiniger is a republican. He 
belongs to the Elks, the Chamber of Commerce and 
the Auto Club of Lima. 

4 

LEONARD CRUMRINE is one of the older native sons 
of Allen County. He spent many years as a success- 
ful and practical farmer, and since coming to Lima 
has carried on some extensive business, but is now 
practically retired. 

He was born in Perry Township March 12, 1847, 
son of Martin and Catherine (Procius) Crumrine. 
His parents were natives of Pennsylvania, where his 
father’s people represented an old and prominent 
family. They were early settlers of Allen County, 
making the journey from Perry County, Ohio, with 
wagons and teams in March, 1835. After stopping 
over night at Ridenour they had to cut their way 
through the forest for three miles to reach their 
destination in Perry Township. Here Martin Crum- 
rine bought some state land, all covered with heavy 
timber growth, erected a log cabin, and saw the place 
well improved and a highly productive farm before 
his death in 1859. The widowed mother died in 
1886. Their children were: David, who married 
Miss Sellers and died when a young man; Leah 
became the wife of Joseph Sellers; Catherine mar- 
ried Christ Martin; Margaret was the wife of Levi 
Rosculp, all these daughters being now deceased; 
Mary is Mrs. Isaac McLean of Perry Township; 
John married Emma Hanthorn; and Leonard is the 
youngest of the family. 

Leonard Crumrine grew up on the home farm, was 
educated in the district schools, and on February 4, 
1869, married Thamer L. Burns. She was born in 
Perry Township, a daughter of Hiram and Emma 
(Uiry) Burns, the former a native of Cincinnati and 
the latter of Knox County, Ohio. 

After his marriage Mr. Crumrine acquired sixty 
acres of the old homestead, and later bought the 
interests of the other heirs until he had 160 acres. 
He used this as the scene of his profitable farming 
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efforts until 1891, when he sold out and moved to 
Lima. Buying two lots on South Main Street, he 
built a large brick block 50x70 feet, with three busi- 
ness store rooms below and the second floor being 
used for flats and apartments. For a time he was 
engaged in the grocery business there, also had some 
interests in the oil producing field, but is now prac- 
tically retired except for the supervision of his pri- 
vate affairs. He owns a fine home at 723 South 
Elizabeth Street. 

Mr. Crumrine is a democrat and is a member of 
the Grace Methodist Episcopal Church. He and his 
wife had the following children: Alva, who died. at 
the age of forty years, married Emma Martin and 
was the father of seven children; Harry died at the 
age of nineteen months; Emma is Mrs. H. E. Mor- 
rison of Lima; Lawrence L., a resident of Lima, 
married Ella Mehan, and has one daughter and one 
son; Carrie is the wife of Edward Crossley of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma; Cliff, of Toledo, married Ella Hughes 
and has two daughters; Margaret is Mrs. James 
Heffner of Lima and has a son, George; William, 
the youngest of the family, lives at Providence, 
Rhode Island. 


EmMeETT J. Jackson. There are few native sons 
of Lima to whom her citizens point with more pride 
than to Judge Emmett J. Jackson, judge of the 
Criminal Court of Lima, who, both in war and 
peace, has won distinction. It is a poor American 
indeed who does not feel his pulses stir and his 
heart warm when St. Mihiel and Argonne Wood 
are mentioned. Of those historic spots Judge Jack- 
son has intimate and never-to-be-forgotten memo- 
ries. He was there and fought by the side of com- 
rades who will never return, endangering his own 
life as they did, doing what he felt to be a man’s 
duty in preserving the liberties of his country. 
Judge Jackson had the distinction of being elected 
the first judge of the Criminal Court of Lima after 
the law was enacted. 

Emmett J. Jackson was born at Lima, Ohio, 
October 11, 1885, the youngest of a family of chil- 
dren born to Johnson P. and Cora Estella (Mar- 
shall) Jackson. His father was born in Hardin 
County, Ohio, and his mother at Galion in Crawford 
County. Their other children are as _ follows: 
Estella, who is the wife of C. H. Shappell of Lima, 
Ohio; Walter S., who is an attorney and ex-city 
solicitor of Lima; and Pearl May, who resides with 
her parents. Formerly the father was a conductor 
on the Lake Erie & Western Railroad, but at present 
is connected with the Eastern Iron and Machine 
Company. 

After completing his high school course at Lima 
Mr. Jackson attended Kenyon College and in 1911 
was graduated from the Western Reserve Univer- 
sity with his law degree, and immediately entered 
into practice at Lima. In November, 1915, when the 
new Criminal Court law was enacted for the city, 
Mr. Jackson was elected on the democratic ticket 
for a term of four years, and served on the crimi- 
nal bench until June, 1916, with acknowledged 
judicial ability. At an earlier period he had become 
a memebr of the Ohio National Guard and when 
the force was called to suppress disturbance on the 
Mexican border, as first sergeant of Company C, 
Second Ohio Infantry, he put aside everything else 
to accompany his comrades in national defense. The 
Second Infantry remained on the border until Janu- 
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ary, 1917. On his return to Lima he enlisted in 
the Eighty-Third Division, National Army, resigned 
his position as judge in May, 1917, and prepared for 
overseas service. In June, 1918, he sailed for France 
as captain of Company D, Three Hundred and 
Eighth Ammunition Train, and took part in all the 
operations between September 18 and November 11, 
1918, which included St. Mihiel and Argonne Wood. 
He was with the Army of Occupation in Germany 
and crossed the Rhine for Bordeaux, France, Janu- 
ary 29, 1919, from which point he sailed with his 
comrades for the United States in April, and on 
arrival was honorably discharged with the rank of 
captain on May 14, 1919. His regiment was with the 
Ninety-first, the Seventy-ninth and the Thirty- 
second divisions. 

Very shortly after his return to Lima Captain 
Jackson was re-elected judge of the Criminal Court 
of Lima for four years and with greatest possible 
efficiency is performing his duties. 

In June, 1916, Judge Jackson was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Florence Jane Morrison, who was born 
at Lima, Ohio, and is a daughter of Thomas Morri- 
son, a native of Pennsylvania. They have one son, 
Emmett J., who was born in February, 1919. They 
are members of the Episcopal Church. Judge Jack- 
son is a thirty-second degree Mason, and is identi- 
fied also with the Elks and the Odd Fellows at Lima, 
and belongs to the Lima Club. He still retains his 
membership and interest in his college fraternities, 
the Delta Tau Delta, at Kenyon, and the Phi Delta 
Phi, at the Western Reserve University. 


Perry Marcus Driver. The importance of insur- 
ance is becoming more and more recognized by the 
general public, not only as a safeguard for the family 
in case of death of the bread-earner, but also as a 
sound investment, and consequently the services of 
men of ability and reliability are enlisted to take 
care of the interests of the various companies writ- 
ing these risks. One of the men who is finding 
congenial employment as general agent for the 
National Life Insurance Company of Montpelier, 
Vermont, is Perry Marcus Driver of 212 West 
Market Street, Lima, Ohio. 

Perry Marcus Driver was born in Rockingham 
County, Virginia, on June 13, 1862, a son of Ben- 
jamin and Lucinda (Allen) Driver, natives of 
Singers’ Glen and Dry River, Rockingham County, 
Virginia, respectively. The paternal grandparents 
were Peter and Dorothy (Myers) Driver, natives of 
Pennsylvania. Benjamin Driver, with his brother, 
Dr, Jacob Driver, in company with a party of neigh- 
bors, drove overland to Allen County, Ohio, at an 
early day, and Doctor Driver secured land and built 
one of the first brick houses northeast of Lima, and 
it is still standing, so substantially was it constructed. 
Benjamin Driver subsequently returned to Virginia 
and remained there until his death. He and his wife 
had the following children: Mary E., a teacher in 
public schools of Virginia twenty-nine years, and 
Samuel, who are both residents of Lima, Ohio, Sam- 
uel being a Dunkard minister, also serving as elder 
of the church for forty years; Barbara, who is 
Mrs. James H. Stover of Allen County; A. J., who 
is also a resident of Lima, an auctioneer; Sina, who 
is Mrs. C. H. Long, a widow and a resident of Lima; 
Hattie, who is Mrs. W. J. Carpenter, wife of a 
Methodist minister, of St. Petersburg, Florida; 
B. F., who is deceased, having passed away when 
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fifty-five years old; Perry Marcus, of whom we 
write; and C. W., who is a resident of Citra, Florida. 

Perry Marcus Driver was reared in Virginia, but 
in 1884 he came to Lima, Ohio, and began working 
for his brother, A.J. Driver, on a farm owned by 
the latter, remaining with him for a year, when he 
went to Warren County, Illinois, for a short period. 
In five months Mr.’Driver returned to Lima and 
spent three months. He then went back to his home 
in Virginia, took charge of the homestead and con- 
ducted it until after the death of his father, which 
took place on April 12, 1895. When the estate was 
settled Mr. Driver decided to continue to conduct 
the farm, and did so until 1901, when he took the 
general agency for the National Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Montpelier, Vermont, having as his terri- 
tory the counties of Allen and Auglaize under con- 
tract. Aside from this he is given control of Logan, 
Mercer, Van Wert, Hardin and Putnam counties. 
He has since been occupied with the duties pertaining 
to this responsible position. In 1915 he bought a 
farm of fifty acres of land at Beaver Dam, Ohio, 
which he rents, and he also owns one acre of land 
and a house of seven rooms that he rents. His 
offices are conveniently located at 212 West Market 
street, as before stated. 

On October 28, 1908, Mr. Driver was united in 
marriage with Ada Romshe, born in Auglaize County, 
Ohio, a daughter of John and Frances (Sellers) 
Romshe, natives of Auglaize and Allen counties, 
respectively, and grand-daughter of George and Mary 
(McClintoch) Romshe, natives of Germany and Ire- 
land, and John and Susan (Remley) Sellers, natives 
of Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Driver have one 
daughter, Phyllis, who was born July 17, 1917, 
Mr. Driver belongs to Trinity Methodist Church. 
In politics he is a democrat and he is a member of 
the Elks Lodge of Lima, Ohio. While still a resi- 
dent of Virginia he held the office of constable, being 
elected in Linville District. His name was only used 
as a fill-in on the ticket, there not having been a 
democrat elected in that district for twenty years, 
so overwhelmingly republican it was. To the sur- 
prise of all he carried by a majority of thirty-two, 
having made no contention for the place. Mr. Driver 
is a man of unusual fitness for his work, and has 
been able to form some very desirable connections 
for his company in the counties over which he has 
jurisdiction, and at the same time educate the people 
to take a proper view of the obligation of providing 
during their most productive years, by making in 
small annual payments through the medium of life 
insurance for old age and to secure the comfort 
and well being of those held dearest. As both a man 
and a citizen he stands very high in public esteem 
and has every reason to feel satisfied with the results 
of his life work. 


GoTLIEB WINTERS HENSLER. The grocery business 
has one essential advantage, in that it is an absolute 
necessity to its community. There are too many, 
however, who are engaged in the business who trade 
upon this fact too complacently, and in consequence 
are a long way removed from the enterprising, prog- 
ressive, resourceful man known as the twentieth- 
century grocer. As in all lines of business a financial 
creed is necessary in order not to fall behind in 
the procession. Among the grocers of Lima who 
have shown a progressive spirit and whose enter- 
prises have been conducted under a policy calling for 
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high principles, one who is making a success of his 
activities is Gotlieb Winters Hensler, proprietor of 
the oldest established grocery in the city, at 318 
North Main street. 

Mr. Hensler was born on a farm in Adams Town- 
ship, Champaign County, Ohio, a descendant of 
German stock and a son of Joseph and Elizabeth 
(Martz) Hensler. His father, a cabinet maker of 
Careysville, Ohio, died at that place in November, 
1917, while his mother still survives as a resident of 
Sidney, Ohio. The fifth in a family of nine children, 
Gotlieb W. Hensler attended the public schools until 
he was eighteen years of age, following which he 
worked on the home farm and then came to Lima 
to learn the trade of custom shirt maker. For nine 
years he was with J. H. Knisely, Jr., whose business 
he finally bought and conducted successfully for 
twelve years as the Lima Shirt Company, 206 West 
Wayne street. In the meantime he had entered the 
grocery business with his father-in-law, buying out 
the oldest established grocery in Lima, the store of 
Ed Snook, located at 335 North Main street, which 
was conducted as-Schlupp & Hensler. In 1919 
Mr. Hensler disposed of his interest in that business 
in order to devote his entire time to the grocery 
enterprise which is now located at 318 North Main 
street and is owned solely by him. At this time he 
is doing a large trade in the city, and his patronage 
also extends into the country for a radius of ten 
miles. Mr. Hensler has gotten away from threadbare 
traditions of the business. His goods are always 
arranged in orderly and attractive manner, and with 
a view to harmonious color effects. Cleanliness of 
floors and shelves is always insisted upon and his 
clerks are expected to carry out the general scheme 
of neatness in their personal attire. He directs much 
attention to supplying the best goods obtainable for 
the money and has a reputation for reliability that is 
in itself a trade winner. He has won out on merit 
and on belief in himself and his ability to succeed. 

In 1895 Mr. Hensler married Miss Ella Schlupp, 
daughter of Frank and Elizabeth (Haver) Schlupp, 
of Lima, and they have four children: Phyllis Mae, 
Dorothy Elizabeth, Frances Josephine and Donald 
Otis. Mr. and Mrs. Hensler are members of the 
Presbyterian Church. He is a republican and inter- 
ested in political affairs, and as a fraternalist holds 
membership in the Odd Fellows and Elks. 


Stmon SHAFFER. Prominent among the residents 
of the southwestern part of Allen County, one who 
is now living in retirement after many years passed 
in successful contracting operations is Simon Shaffer, 
of Spencerville. Mr. Shaffer has been a life-long 
resident of Allen County, having been born on a 
farm in Shawnee Township July 6, 1849, a son of 
Michael and Sarah (Whitstone) Shaffer. 

Michael Shaffer was born in Pennsylvania and in 
young manhood went to Auglaize County, Ohio, 
where he met and married Miss Whitstone, a native 
of that county. Coming later to Allen County, 
Michael Shaffer entered eighty acres of land in 
section 29, Shawnee Township, on which he erected 
a small log cabin and settled down to the clearing of 
his land from the timber and brush. Here he and 
his wife passed the remainder of their lives in agri- 
cultural pursuits, being known to their neighbors as 
honorable and industrious people and faithful mem- 
bers of the Christian Church, in the work of which 
Mrs. Shaffer was active. Mr. Shaffer was a demo- 
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crat in politics, but never held public office. There 
were thirteen children in the family, of whom nine 
are living: Simon, John, Rebecca, Will, Sarah, 
Amanda, Elsie, George and Luella. , 
Simon Shaffer acquired an ordinary education in 
the public schools and was reared on the home farm, 
where he assisted his father until he reached the age 
of seventeen years. At that time he commenced to 
learn the trade of carpenter, and after its mastery 
applied himself to that vocation for a number of 
years. He eventually developed a highly remunera- 
tive contracting and building business, in which he 
was engaged successfully until 1903, at which time 
he retired and moved to Spencerville. On occasion 
Mr. Shaffer occasionally works at his trade, but 


merely to keep himself employed as he succeeded in 


amassing a competency sufficient for his wants during 
the active years of his life. He is the owner of 186 
acres of valuable farming land in Amanda Township, 
Allen County, in addition to several properties at 
Spencerville, and is accounted one of the substantial 
men of this village. Many evidences of his good 
workmanship and superior skill are to be found in 
the community, testifying to the honorable and eff- 
cient manner in which he fulfilled his contracts. He 
is a member of the Hartford Christian Church, of 
which he has served as a member of the Board of 
Trustees, while as a fraternalist he belongs to Acadia 
Lodge No. 306, Free and Accepted Masons, of 
which he is a past master, and to the Royal Arch 
Chapter. Politically he is a democrat. 

On June 24, 1871, Mr. Shaffer was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Margaret Richardson, who was born 
in Amanda Township, Allen County, and educated 
in the public schools. The mother of six children, 
she died October 11, 1911, greatly mourned by al! 
who recognized and appteciated her many splendid 
qualities of mind and heart. The children are as 
follows: Rosella, the wife of Amos Miller of Spencer 
Township; Alba, who married a native of Allen 
County and now lives in Oklahoma; Michael. who is 
engaged in farming in this state; Julia, the widow of 
Barton Graham; Carl S. of Spencerville; and Mar- 
garet, the wife of Conrad Miller of Greenville, Ohio. 


WALTER W. NIxon is one of the men who knows 
Allen County agriculturally from the standpoint of 
many years of active experience, a residence in sev- 
eral different farming sections, and as a man who has 
won his prosperity by hard work and reliance prac- 
tically altogether on his own efforts. 

Mr. Nixon, whose farm consists of sixty acres 
located in American Township, on rural route No. 2 
out of Elida, was born in Liberty Township of Har- 
din County, Ohio, in 1872. He is of Scotch-Irish 
and German ancestry. His parents were John B. and 
Hannah Smith (Rayl) Nixon. His grandfather, 
Jeremiah Nixon, with his son John B. moved from 
Muskingum County, Ohio, to Hardin County prior 
to the Civil war, and located. in Liberty Township. 
Walter W. Nixon was the third among four chil- 
dren, and was about three years of age when the 
family moved to Allen County. He attended the 
Rayl country school to the age of seventeen, but his 
schooling was limited to a few months each winter, 
the rest of the time being spent in the fields as a 
worker on his father’s farm of forty acres. After 
completing his education he worked as a hired man 
for neighboring farmers to the age of twenty-three. 

In 1895 Mr. Nixon married Miss Ella Case, 
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daughter of James and Emma (Staadt) Case. Five 
children have been born to their marriage: Ernest 
Guy, born in 1897, who married Retta Richards, 
lived at Ada, Ohio, and has a son, Leo; Leona 
Evadna, who married Warren Cotner of Allen 
County ; Irene; Robert Ray, born in 1907; and Gerald 
LeRoy, the youngest, born in 1913. : 

After his marriage Mr. Nixon rented his grand- 
father’s farm in Hardin County for seven years. 
This is a place of eighty acres in Liberty Township. 
For another year he lived on the Boutwell farm of 
eighty acres in the same county, and then moved to 
a house west of Ada and did teaming a year. His 
next home for seven years was a rented farm of 
100 acres near Ada. Selling out his interest there he 
moved to a place southwest of Lima, and operated 
a dairy farm for a year. Then followed a period 
of time in which he lived in Lima and was employed 
in the roundhouse of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway 
and also did city work. For another three years he 
operated his father’s farm of eighty acres in Jackson 
Township, and in April, 1919, moved to his present 
home, where he owns sixty acres and where he enjoys 
the comforts of a good home and a position of high 
esteem in his community. Mr. Nixon is a repub- 
lican and a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 


Ex_mer B. MitcHELL. The Mitchell family is one 
of the oldest in Allen County and for over forty 
years the name has been prominently associated with 
banking at Lima. 

Elmer B. Mitchell, who is president of the City 
Bank of Lima, was born in thdt city October 25, 
1854, son of Thornton T. and Nancy (Stephens) 
Mitchell, the former a native of Perry County and 
the latter of Champaign County, Ohio. Both the 
grandparents were early settlers in Ohio. The 
father of Thornton T. Mitchell, was John Mitchell 
and the father of Nancy Stephens was Joshua Ste- 
phens. The Mitchell family settled in Lima in 1831, 
being the second family to locate on the townsite. 

The late Thornton T. Mitchell was a harness 
maker by trade and followed that occupation actively 
until 1878. In that year he became associated with 
the organizers of the City Bank, his chief associate 
being Alfred C. Baxter. Alfred C. Baxter and 
brother had entered banking in 1874 under the name 
Baxter Brothers & Company. In 1881 Alfred C. 
Baxter sold his interests to Thornton Mitchell, who 
turned it over to his son Elmer and about 1889 
Ernest T. Mitchell acquired a third interest in the 
institution, while Thornton W. Mitchell became 
another partner at the death of his father in 1907. 
Thornton W. Mitchell died in September, 1915, and 
since then the City Bank has been owned by Elmer 
B. and Ernest T. Mitchell. The bank is a highly 
prosperous institution, conducted with a capital of 
$50,000, and with surplus and undivided profits of 
$25,000. Elmer B. Mitchell is president; E. T, 
Mitchell, cashier, and E. F. Kerman, assistant cashier. 

Elmer B. Mitchell has spent practically all his 
life in Lima, and acquired his education in the 
grammar and high schools. In November, 1879, he 
married Claude Ralston. She was born in Harrison 
County, Ohio, a daughter of Joseph E. and Isabel 
Ralston. Mrs. Mitchell died December 15, 1905. She 
was the mother of two children: Madge is the wife 
of George W. Barnes of Muskogee, Oklahoma, and 
has two children, Mary Claudina and George War- 
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ren. Frank R. Mitchell is now a dealer in automo- 
bile trucks, and by his marriage to Margaret Finley 
has two children, John E. and Madge. 

September 3, 1910, Mr. Mitchell married Coleen 
Collins, a native of Iowa and widow of Dr. Charles 
Collins. She has one daughter, Dorothy. Mr. Mitch- 
ell attends the Presbyterian Church, is a republican 
in politics, and is affiliated with Lima Lodge No. 54 
of the Elks. 


AtvA Eart BENEDUM is one of the successful 
merchants and business men of Allen County, was 
born and grew up in this section of Ohio, had a farm 
training and experience, but for a number of years 
past has been proprietor of Benedum’s general mer- 
chandise store at Allentown in American Township. 

Mr. Benedum was born in Amanda Township 
February 20, 1882, son of W. H. and Lydia (Coon) 
Benedum. He is of German ancestry. He was 
reared on his father’s farm, worked in the fields 
for his father to the age of eighteen, and in the 
meantime attended a country school in Amanda and 
American townships. He made good use of limited 
advantages consisting of a few months each wintcr 
in school. After completing his education he worked 
for T. C. Long in the latter’s quarry and cement 
business. After his marriage he rented 100 acres 
near Allentown and farmed on the shares four 
years. He had practically no capital to start with 
and had to establish his capital and his credit by 
thrifty and industrious management. For four years 
he also operated his father’s farm of 140 acres. For 
about a year Mr. Benedum was on the road as 
traveling salesman for the Wrought Iron Range 
Company of St. Louis. His territory was north- 
eastern Ohio, northern Pennsylvania and western 
Maryland. In 1893 he bought the general store of 
J. W. Clippinger at Allentown, and during the past 
seven years has greatly improved the service and 
broadened the trade so that he is head and owner 
of a very successful business. He is also a stock- 
holder in the Lima Candy Company. In 1917 he was 
elected on the republican ticket as a member of the 
local School Board and was re-elected in 1919 and 
is giving much careful thought and study to his 
duties in connection with the maintenance of the 
schools. He is a member of the Methodist Church 
and affliated with Elida Lodge No. 818 of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

Mr. Benedum in 1903 married Miss Ethel Post, 
daughter of Alvan and Sarah A. (Crites) Post. 


Their three children are Ruth Evelyn, Margaret Post . 


and Marcelle Helen. 


Jacop FrepericK RENz. The purpose and enter- 
prise which led Jacob Frederick Renz to avail him- 
self of the opportunities offered for success at Lima 
during the ’80s are reflected today in his large and 
prosperous wholesale and retail bakery business, 
located at 320 North Main street. Mr. Renz is 
entirely a self-made man, and his career has been 
characterized by hard and persistent struggle in his 
earlier years, culminating in the attainment of an 
honorable and worth-while success. 

Mr. Renz was born at Pfulling, Wurttemberg, 
Germany, October 18, 1864, a son of Jacob F. and 
Katrina (Schanlein) Renz. His father, a stationary 
engineer, never left his native land, where he died 
in 1897, being survived by his widow. until 1909. Edu- 
cated in the public schools, Jacob F. Renz was six~- 
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teen years of age when he came to the United States, 
at that time renouncing all rights of a German citi- 
zen. He landed at New York in 1880, the year of 
the election of James A. Garfield to the presidency. 
After remaining with an uncle in the metropolis for 
three months he came to Bucyrus, Ohio, and worked 
for another uncle for three years, learning with him 
the trade of baker. Later he was employed by 
other bakers and worked in Upper Sandusky for one 
and one-half years. In 1885 Mr. Renz came to Lima 
and entered the employ of William Fisher, with 
whom he remained four months, continuing with his 
successor, Ed Maxwell, for one and one-half years. 
At the end of that time Mr. Renz purchased 
Mr. Maxwell’s business at 327 North Main street, 
and continued in business there for fifteen years. 
In 1903 he bought the corner store at 320 North 
Main street, where he erected a large modern plant, 
and where he has since carried on a constantly 
increasing wholesale and retail business. Mr. Renz 
is now one of the leading bakers of Lima and has 
an enterprise that commands the best kind of pat- 
ronage. He has an excellent standing in business 
circles, due to a long observance of a policy of the 
strictest integrity, and in addition to his plant has 
other holdings, his real estate interests being large. 

In 1886 Mr. Renz married Miss Fredericka Eib, 
also a native of Wurttemberg, and they have four 
children: William Jacob, born in 1887, a resident of 
Lima, Ohio, who is married and has one son, Jacob 
Adolph, born in 1910; Karl Ludwig, born in 1890, 
married and is:a resident of Lima; Walter Fred- 
erick, born in 1903, a resident of Lima, is married 
and has one child, Freda; and Beatrice Catherine, who 
is attending the Lima High School. The sons are 
associated in business with their father. Mr. Rnez 
maintains an independent stand in regard to political 
questions and votes for the man whom he deems best 
fitted for the office. His fraternal affiliations include 
membership in the local lodges of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and the Improved Order of 
Red Men, in both of which he has numerous friends, 
as he has also in business circles of the city. With 
his family he belongs to the Lutheran Church and 
has supported its movements liberally. 

{ 

Harotp Witit1AM AsKINS, though trained to a 
business career, has made a successful venture of 
farming, and is one of the progressive men in the 
community of American Township, where he is 
working out his destiny as a practical farmer. His 
home is on rural route No. 2 out of Elida. 

Mr. Askins was born at Middlepoint in Van Wert 
County, Ohio, October 10, 1895, son of Charles C. 
and Anna (Wehrs) Askins. In the maternal line he 
in the 
paternal. The family have: been in America for 
many generations, and for the most part the Askins 
people have followed merchandising. His father and 
mother are still living. His father was a general 
merchant at Middlepoint for thirty years. 

The older of two children, Harold W. Askins 
attended public school at Middlepoint, spent one 
term in the Lima Business College, and for three 
years was bookkeeper in his father’s store at Mid- 
dlepoint. He continued this work for a year after 
his marriage, then spent a year as a car inspector 
with the Pennsylvania Railroad, and in 1919 bought 
his present farm of eighty-three acres near Allen- 
town. Here his work has attracted favorable com- 
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ment from his neighbors and his seniors in agricul- 
tural matters. Mr. Askins is a democrat and a 
member of the Lutheran Church. 

In 1916 he married Miss Mary Slentz, daughter of 
Henry and Emma Slentz. 


Henry Kruse, owner of a farm in American 
Township, whose improvements are largely of his 
own making, is both a good farmer and thoroughly 
all around mechanic and business man. Besides 
farming he learned a mechanical trade as a youth, 
was also identified with the practical operations in 
the Lima oil fields for a number of years, but is now 
well satisfied with the work, environment and 
rewards of a farmer’s life. 

Mr. Kruse was born near Urbana in Champaign 
County, Ohio, son of Henry and Doretta (Bauman) 
Kruse. His parents were born in Germany but were 
married in this country, and first settled near Urbana. 
In 1868 the family came to Allen County. Henry 
Kruse, Jr., the second in a family of three sons and 
two daughters, was reared and educated in Allen 
County, attending the Elida public schools to the age 
of nineteen. He went to school in winters and 
otherwise worked on his father’s large farm of 163 
acres. Leaving the farm, he spent three years in 
Cincinnati learning the cabinet maker’s trade. He 
then came home and took a part in the management 
of the home farm for three years. Another three 
years he was in Louisville, Kentucky, employed at 
his trade in the coach department of the Louisville & 
Nashville Railroad. About the time Lima became 
one of the leading centers of the petroleum oil indus- 
try in Ohio Mr. Kruse returned to Allen County 
and went to work as a pumper in the fields. He 
was actively connected with the industry fourteen 
years, and four years was manager of the W. P. 
Colt oil wells. About the time oil production gave 
out in the Lima district Mr. Kruse bought his pres- 
ent farm of sixty-three acres. He has willingly 
accepted his share of responsibilities in community 
affairs, is a democrat, and for the past eight years 
has been a trustee of the Elida Lutheran Church. 
Mr. Kruse married Bertha Baechler, a daughter of 
Christopher Baechler of Shawnee Township in Allen 
County. She died leaving two sons, Karl E., born in 
1894, and Kenneth D., born in 1896. For his present 
wife Mr. Kruse married Martha Stewart, a daughter 
of John Stewart, of the Dutch Hollow community. 

WILLIAM L. PARMENTER. In no profession is there 
a career more open to talent than is that of the law, 
and in no field of endeavor is there demanded a more 
careful preparation, a more thorough appreciation 
of the absolute ethics of life or of the underlying 
principles which form the basis of all human rights 
and privileges. Also, it is a profession into which 
none should enter without a recognition of the 
obstacles to be encountered and overcome and the 
battles to be fought, for success does not perch on 
the banner of every person who enters the competi- 
tive fray, but comes only as the legitimate result of 
capability. Possessing all the requisites of the able 
lawyer, William L. Parmenter stands today among 
the eminent practitioners of Allen County, Ohio. 

He was born in the city now honored by his 
citizenship on May 12, 1867, and is the son of 
Cornelius and Mary E. (Boyer) Parmenter, the 
former a native of Greene County, New York, and 
the latter born and reared in Lima, Ohio. The 
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maternal grandparents were Daniel and Sarah Gano 
(Hughes) Boyer, he a native of Gettysburg, Penn- 
sylvania, but became an early settler in Lima. Cor- 
nelius Parmenter became an aggressive and promi- 
nent citizen of Lima, and during his active years 
was a prominent factor in its growth and develop- 
ment. He served as postmaster of this city during 
the administrations of President Lincoln and Grant, 
and for many years was the owner and able editor 
of the Lima Gazette. Both he and his wife are 
now deceased. They were the parents of eleven 
children, of whom the following are now living: 
Robert W., of Lima; George L., of San Francisco, 
California; William L., the subject of this sketch; 
Walter, of Lima; Mary Estella, the wife of Dr. J. 
M. Chase of Dayton, Ohio; Madge Edna, the wife 
of W. H. Cleaver of Everett, Washington; and Fred 
S. of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

William L. Parmenter attended the common and 
high schools of Lima, graduating from the latter. 
Having determined to devote himself to the practice 
of the legal profession, he took a full course in law 
at the University of Michigan, from which he was 
graduated in July, 1888, and immediately thereafter 
engaged in active practice in Lima, forming a part- 
nership with D. J. Cable, an association which was 
maintained for nearly twenty-five years, since which 
time Mr. Parmenter has practiced alone. Unflagging 
application and the ability to utilize all the facts and 
materials at hand have been contributing concom- 
itants to the splendid success which has attended him 
ever since his entry into the profession, and he today 
not only enjoys a comfortable competency but also 
the sincere respect and confidence of the general 
public as well as his professional colleagues. 

On June 2, 1891, Mr. Parmenter was married to 
Hattie A. Crippen. who is a native of New York 
State, and the daughter of Milton A. and Eunice M. 
Crippen, both of whom also were natives of New 
York. To Mr. and Mrs. Parmenter have been born 
three children, two of whom are now living, War- 
ren C., who is now a student in the Michigan State 
University at Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Mary E., 
a graduate of Wellesley College, Wellesley, Massa- 
chusetts, and now a student in Columbia University, 
New York City. 

Politically Mr. Parmenter has been a lifelong and 
active supporter of the republican party, and has 
taken a prominent and effective part in its cam- 
paigns, having served as a member and chairman 
of the State Central Committee. Fraternally he is a 
member of the Free and Accepted Masons, in 
which he has attained to the thirty-second degree of 
the Scottish Rite. and of the Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks. Religiously he and his family 
are members of the First Baptist Church, while 
socially he is a member of the Lima Club and the 
Shawnee Country Club, of which he is president. 
He has been a member of the Board of Trustees of 
his church for a number of years, and he gives his 
earnest support to every worthy benevolent move- 
ment or other enterprise for the advancement of the 
public welfare. Aside from his professional labors 
Mr. Parmenter is also interested in the oil business, 
owning interests in producing oil properties in Ohio 
and Oklahoma. A man of high moral character and 
excellent professional judgment, he enjoys the 
respect of his colleagues and the confidence and good 
will of all who know him. 
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Harry E. Botxrins. In the citizenship of Lima 
Harry E. Botkins has been an effective figure for a 
number of years, has shown qualifications as a good 
business man and capable citizen, has made a success 
of his own affairs, and enjoys a wide and favorable 
esteem throughout Allen County. 

Mr. Botkins was born at Lima March 24, 1878, 
son of William S. and Ella (Hanson) Botkins. His 
paternal grandparents, Russell and Catherine Bot- 
kins, were both natives of Shelby County, Ohio. 
William S. Botkins was born in Shelby County 
February 22, 1855, and on Jnue 28, 1877, in Allen 
County married Ella Hanson, who was born in Allen 
County in 1848. She died August 12, 1913, and he 
passed away June 20, 1916. William S. Botkins was 
for twenty-five years a passenger conductor of the 
Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railway Company. 
On leaving the railroad he engaged in the livery 
and boarding stable business on East Spring street 
in Lima. About four years later his stables were 
burned and he then moved to the corner of Market 
and Central avenue, later to the corner of Market 
and Union street, and for thirteen years was located 
at 123 West Spring street. 

Harry E. Botkins made good use of his educa- 
tional advantages while growing up at Lima, attend- 
ing the grammar and high schools. At the age of 
sixteen he went to work, and for three years was 
employed in the Stolzenbaugh bakery as a wagon 
driver. For two years he was timekeeper with the 
Lake Erie & Western Railroad, spent a similar time 
as head timekeeper for the Lima Locomotive Works, 
and then for nine years was assistant secretary of 
the Lima waterworks. At the time of his father’s 
death he took over the livery business, renting addi- 
tional equipment of a large barn on the Williams 
property at the rear of 549 South Main street. In 
March, 1920, he sold out the livery establishment, but 
still maintains a general boarding stable to accom- 
modate thirty-eight head of horses. 

Mr. Botkins is a leader in the republican party of 
Allen County and in 1920 accepted a place on the 
county ticket as candidate for treasurer. Since 1912 
he has been treasurer of Lima Lodge No.. 54 of the 
Elks and is a member of Lodge No. 91 of the 
Knights of Pythias. 

November 24, 1903, he married Alma Cotner, who 
was born in Allen County, a daughter of George and 
Anna Cotner. They have two children, William 
Russell, born November 24, 1904, and George Alvin, 
born February 11, 1915. 

JEFFERSON WILLIAM ZERKEL. The gentleman to a 
brief review of whose life and characteristics the 
reader’s attention is herewith directed is among the 
favorably known and representative citizens of Allen 
County. where he has spent the major portion of 
his life. He has by his indomitable enterprise and 
progressive methods contributed in a material way 
to the general advancement of the community, and 
during the course of his business career has met 
with splendid success, being a man of energy, sound 
judgment and honesty of purpose. 

Jefferson William Zerkel was born in Logan 
Township, Auglaize County, Ohio, in 1872, and is 
the son of Michael Lafayette and. Margaret ( Pier- 
son) Zerkel. On the paternal side he is of old 
Pennsylvania Dutch stock, his grandfather, Lewis 
Zerkel, having been a native of that state. The latter 
moved from the Keystone State to Ohio, settling in 
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Logan Township, Auglaize County, where he engaged 
in farming and the rearing of a family. Of the nine 
children born to him and his wife, the subject’s 
father, Michael Lafayette Zerkel, was the third in 
order of birth. He has always followed farming 
and has spent his entire life in Logan Township, 
Auglaize County, where he still lives. Jefferson Wil- 
liam is the eldest of the six children born to his 
parents. He attended the country schools of his 
native locality until twenty years of age, his summer 
months being spent in work on the home farm. 
After he had completed his schooling he remained 
with his father for five years, but at the end of that 
period came to Lima and went to work in the loco- 
motive works, being employed in the frame depart- 
ment for three years. During the following five 
years he was employed as salesman for a hardware 
company. He then formed a partnership with C. F. 
Butturff and started a feed store at 119 East Spring 
street under the firm name of Zerkel & Butturff. 
Two years later they moved to their present location 
at the Market House and are now extensively 
engaged in the grinding of feed and meal. Under 
the name of the Market House Mills they are doing 
a large and steadily increasing business, handling 
flour, feed and poultry supplies. 

In 1913 Mr. Zerkel was married to Elizabeth 
Burtchin, the daughter of William and Mary 
(Spindler) Burtchin of Shawnee Township, Allen 
County. To them has been born one child, Mary 
Margaret, who is now six years of age. 

Politically Mr. Zerkel gives his support to the 
democratic party, while his fraternal relations are 
with Lodge No. 2285, Brotherhood of American 
Yeomen, at Lima. He and his wife are members of 
the Christian Church, to which they are generous 
contributors. Mr. Zerkel’s business career has been 
one that reflects the greatest credit on himself, for 
he has attained his present success solely through 
his own efforts. Earnest labor, unabating perse- 
verance, a laudable ambition and good management 
have been the elements by which he has ascended 
the ladder of success. Therefore he is well worthy 
of the high esteem which those who know him best 
freely accord. 


BERNARD J. BEACH. Before turning his attention to 
the real estate business in Lima, Bernard J. Beach 
had been an educator and connected with public 
schools in several different localities. He was born 
May 30, 1816, in Delaware County, a son of Newton 
M. and Sarah E. (Griffiths) Beach, the father com- 
ing from Columbiana and the mother from Morrow 
County. They were married in Delaware County, 
and they were farmers there for many years. On 
August 12, 1861, he enlisted in the Ninety-Sixth 
Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served 
throughout the Civil war, and after his discharge 
from the army he located in Union County, Ohio. 
The mother died in 1871, and the father died in 
1915, in Portland, Oregon. There were children as 
follows: Ella May, deceased; Bernard J., and Zora 
of LeGrande, Oregon. 

When B. J. Beach was twelve years old the family 
moved from Delaware to Paulding County, and a 
year later to Putnam County. He attended common 
school and worked on a farm in Putnam County 
until when he was seventeen years old he secured 
a certificate to teach, and for five years was a teacher 
in the district schools of Putnam County. He then 
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taught five years in the New Bremen graded school, 
when he became assistant superintendent of the pub- 
lic schools of Columbus Grove. Two years later he 
was elected superintendent of Crawford College in 
Putnam County. Three years later he located on a 
Putnam County farm, remaining there five years. 
Mr. Beach’s next business venture was in the 
real estate line in Lima, and since 1905 he has given 
his entire attention to it. On August 24, 1884, he 
married Ida B. Craine of Putnam County. She is 
a daughter of Milton W. and Sarah A. (Harman) 
Craine, both natives of Franklin County. The chil- 
dren born to Mr. and Mrs. Beach are: Nellie G., 
wife of Raymond Campbell of Lima; Gladys M., 
wife of William Delaney of Sugar Creek Township; 
Harman W. and Bernard M., of Lima; Marjorie, 
wife of L. Pepiott of Lima; and Emerson, Richard 
and Beatrice Leona. The family are members of 
Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church and Mr. Beach 
is a Mason. In politics he is a republican. 


Ropert D. KEMMER has been a resident of the 
City of Lima from the time of his birth, and is here 
associated with his father in the conducting of a 
representative and substantial real estate and insur- 
ance business, with offices in the Metropolitan Build- 
ing. He was born in Lima in 1897, and has secure 
standing as one of the representative young business 
men of his native city, besides being a popular mem- 
ber of one of the old and sterling pioneer families 
of Allen County. He is a son of Christian and 
Martha (Hanes) Kemmer, his father likewise having 
been born and reared in Lima and having long been 
actively identified with business affairs in this city, 
to the advancement of which he has contributed 
notably through the medium of his real estate opera- 
tions, which has included the handling also of farm 
properties in this section of the state. 

To the public schools of Lima Robert D. Kemmer 
is indebted for his early educational discipline, and 
after his graduation became associated with his 
father’s well established real estate and insurance 
business, with which he has since been identified 
and in connection with which he is well upholding 
the high standards set by his father. 

Mr. Kemmer is a republican of somewhat indepen- 
dent tendencies as touching local politics, is affiliated 
with Lodge No. 205, Free and Accepted Masons, and 
he and his wife hold membership in the First Baptist 
Church, the while both are popular figures in the 
representative social activities of their home city. 

In June, 1919, was solemnized the marriage of 
Mr. Kemmer to Miss Clara Zulliger, daughter of 
Bayard and Minnie Zullinger of Lima. 


EMANUEL HiccIns, one of the veterans of the 
Lima Fire Department, and for many years a cap- 
tain in rank, has shown all the qualifications that 
make the ideal fire fighter, and as such is one of the 
invaluable citizens of this community. 

Captain Higgins was born at Lima March 6, 1875. 
His parents were Henry C. and Adelaide (Keivil) 
Higgins, who moved to Lima about a year or so 
before his birth. His father was born at Cambridge, 
Ohio, and his mother at Indianapolis, Indiana, where 
they were married. Henry Higgins spent the greater 
part of his life in the railway train service, chiefly 
on one of the divisions of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railway. He died in the spring of 1919, and his 
widow is now living at Marion, Ohio. Their chil- 
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dren were: Robert H., of Marion; Emanuel; John 
Calvin, deceased; Aretta Gertrude, wife of William 
Michel of Waldo, Ohio; and Bertha Rosella 
Mrs. Okey Kester of Akron. 

Emanuel Higgins acquired a public school educa- 
tion at Columbus and Lima and from the age of 
fifteen was employed for four years in Banta’s 
candy factory. For a year he also lived at 
Indianapolis. 

Captain Higgins has, just rounded out a quarter of 
a century of continuous service with the Lima Fire 
Department. On December 14, 1895, he became a 
hoseman at Station No. 2 on East Kibby Street. 
With the opening of the West Side station he was 
appointed captain in charge, and remained on duty 
there handling all the fires of that district until 1910. 
He was then returned to the South Side as captain 
of No. 2 for two years, for another two years was 
at the Central department, and since then has again 
been in charge of No. 2 station, in command of an 
effective fighting force of three men. The station is 
equipped with an automobile truck. 

October 23, 1898, Captain Higgins married Rebecca 
Ann White, a native of Bath Township, Allen 
County, and daughter of Reuben and Anna (Edge- 
comb) White. Mrs. Higgins’ grandfather, A. White, 
served as first treasurer of Allen County. Captain 
and Mrs. Higgins are the parents of six children: 
Paul Russell, at home; Roberta Helen, wife of 
Harry J. McDonald of Lima; Ida Louise, Nida 
Pauline, Herbert Lee and Laura Elnora. The son 
Paul spent fourteen months as a mechanic with the 
air craft division during the World war. Captain 
Higgins resides at 663 South Union street. In 
politics he is a republican. 


ZeELA L. Beprorp is the only exclusive dealer in 
used cars at Lima. He has been in the motor vehicle 
business practically ever since he left high school, 
and has both the mechanical and expert judgment 
required for success in that line. 

He was born on a farm in Bath Township, Allen 
County, March 15, 1888, son of William A. and 
Ella A. (Osman) Bedford. His parents were also 
natives of Bath Township. The paternal grand- 
parents were Pennsylvania Quakers who came into 
Bath Township at a very early day. The maternal 
grandparents, Bezelius and Sarah Osman, were born 
in Allen County. William A. Bedford for a number 
of years has been a general contractor at Lima and 
lives at 1439 East High street. 

Zela L. Bedford began his education in the district 
schools, and in 1908 graduated from the Lima High 
School. Forthwith he began dealing in bicycles and 
motorcycles and supplies and continued that line for 
five years. He then began handling used cars, and 
has found a broad and profitable scope for that 
est now is located at Market and Union streets, 

ima. 

In October, 1913, he married Edna L. Cook, a 
native of Forrest, Ohio, where her parents, Clyde C. 
and Carrie (Dye) Cook were also born. To their 
marriage one daughter, Thelma Elinor, was born 
August 27, 1916. Mr. Bedford is a member of the 
Epworth Methodist Episcopal Church, is a repub- 
lican, is affliated with Lima Lodge No. 54 af the 
Elks and is a member of the Chamber of Commerce. 


Cary C. WILLIAMS, a partner in the firm of 
Williams & Davis, funeral directors and embalmers, 
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at Lima, has given practically all the years of his 

life since boyhood to undertaking and is one of the 

eee widely experienced men in the profession in 
io, 

He was born in Defiance County, Ohio, February 
10, 1872, son of George A. and Eliza (Bruner) 
Williams, the former a native of Connecticut and the 
latter of Defiance County. The paternal grand- 
father, Cyrus Williams, was a native of New Eng- 
land, while the maternal grandparents were Daniel 
and Magdalena (Lehman) Bruner, the former born 
near Dayton, Ohio, nad the latter in Germany. Both 
the Williams and Bruner families located at Bruners- 
burg, Ohio, two miles from Defiance, a community 
named in honor of the Bruners. George A. Williams 
has for many years been an undertaker at Defiance 
and is now living there retired. He was born June 
9, 1843, and his wife July 19, 1848. They had three 
children: Frank B., who died in 1916, at the age of 
forty-eight; Cary C.; and Bert, who died at the age 
of three years. 

Cary C. Williams had a public school education 
and as a boy became associated with his father and 
learned undertaking, and also took a practical course 
in embalming. About the time he reached his major- 
ity he went to Fredericksburg, Ohio, and was 
employed by J. E. Grosjeen, an undertaker. A few 
months later Mr. Grosjeen moved to Lima and 
bought an undertaking business. Mr. Williams con- 
tinued with him five years and then returned to 
Defiance and engaged in business there for a year 
and a half. For three and a half years he was 
employed by an undertaking firm at Toledo, and then 
returning to Lima with J. D. Jones bought an estab- 
lished business which they continued together for 
five years. Mr. O. E. Davis then bought the interest 
of Mr. Jones, and the firm has since been Williams 
& Davis. Both are practical embalmers, and they 
have built up the largest establishment in the city, 
with a complete equipment. The business headqaur- 
ters are at 114 West Market street, and have been 
there since 1906. 

Mr. Williams married September 16, 1896, Alberta 
G. Jones, who was born at Montpelier, Indiana, Octo- 
ber 3, 1876, daughter of John D. and Alice (Seal) 
Jones, the former a native of Piqua, Ohio. Mr. and 
Mrs. Williams have two sons, Fred J., born Septem- 
ber 12, 1897, and John C., born February 10, 1900. 
The family are members of the Trinity Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Mr. Williams is affiliated with 
Lima Lodge No. 54 of the Elks and Lodge No. 91 
of the Knights of. Pythias. 


Joun E. Tarsotr, M. D. Graduated in medicine 
ten years ago, Doctor Talbott has had an interesting 
range of professional experience, including a year as 
an army surgeon, and is one of the busy and success- 
ful men in his profession at Lima. 

Doctor Talbott was born in Green County. Indiana, 
in March, 1884, a son of James E. and Ann Elizabeth 
(Adamson) Talbott, being of Irish-English ancestry. 
His father’s family came of a long line of physicians 
and Presbyterian ministers, and he also took up the 
profession of medicine and practiced for many years 
with success and honor at Linton in Green County, 
Indiana, where he died in 1914, and where his widow 
is still living. 

The fourth among five children, John E. Talbott 
attended public schools at Linton, graduated from 
high school in 1904, received his Bachelor of Arts 
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degree from Indiana University at Bloomington four 
years later, and took his medical course in the 
Indiana University School of Medicine, graduating 
in 1910. During his senior year he was an interne 
in the Tuberculosis Sanitarium at Rockwood, 
Indiana. Then followed four months of experience 
as surgeon with the Nevada Consolidated Copper 
Company at Ely, Nevada, after which he returned 
to Indiana and for six months was interne in the 
City Hospital of Indianapolis. He then joined his 
father in practice at Linton for two years, and from 
1914 to June, 1918, was a physician at Alger, Ohio. 

Doctor Talbott offered his services to the Govern- 
ment as a member of the Medical Reserve Corps on 
November 1, 1917. He was called to duty in June, 
1918, with the rank of lieutenant, attending the 
training school at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, one 
month, and for a time was instructor in medicine 
at Camp Greenleaf and Fort Oglethorpe. Until 
April 6, 1919, he was hospital surgeon at Raritan 
Hospital, Metuchen, New Jersey, and received an 
honorable discharge with the rank of first lieutenant. 
Doctor Talbott came to Lima and began practice 
May 1, 1919. He is a member of the Allen County, 
Northwest Ohio and Ohio State Medical associations. 

In October, 1911, he married Margaret Yoakam, 
daughter of E. S. and Ella (Reeves) Yoakam of 
Lima. They have one son, Thomas J., born in 1915, 
and one daughter, Ellen Ann, born July 22, 1920. 

Doctor Talbott is a member of the Lima Club, is a 
democrat and is affiliated with the Sigma Nu, Alpha 
Delta Sigma and the Phi Beta Pi medical fraternity. 
While in college he took a prominent part in ath- 
letics, making both the football and track teams of 
Indiana University. 


Ira W. BasincerR, D. D. S. A prominent, pros- 
perous and skillful dentist of Lima, Ira William 
Basinger, D. D. S., is actively identified with a call- 
ing that more aptly illustrates, mayhap, the swift 
advance of science during the present century than 
any other profession, dental surgery having formerly 
been left largely in the hands of men with but crude 
knowledge of dentistry as now practiced by those 
skilled in the art. A native of Allen County, he was 
born November 18, 1885, in Richland Township, 
which was likewise the birthplace of his father, Peter 
P. Basinger. His paternal grandfather, Christian 
Basinger, a native of Virginia, married Catherine 
Geiger, who was born in the southeastern part of 
Ohio, and subsequently they settled in Allen County 
in pioneer days, and on the farm which they 
redeemed from its primitive wildness spent their 
remaining years. 

A lifelong resident of Allen County, Peter P. 
Basinger is still successfully employed in tilling the 
soil on the same farm in Richland Township on 
which he and his good wife began housekeeping 
many years ago. His wife, whose maiden name was 
Mary Alice Lower, was born in Wayne County, a 
daughter of Samuel and Catherine (Baer) Lower, 
pioneer settlers of this part of Ohio. 

Obtaining the rudiments of his education in the 
rural schools of Richland Township, Ira W. Basin- 
ger subsequently entered the high school at Pandora, 
Ohio, and was there graduated with the class of 
1904. The following seven years he was variously 
employed. In 1911, feeling attracted toward his 
future profession, he entered the Starling, Ohio, 
Medical College at Columbus, and was graduated 
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from its dental department with the degree of Doctor 
of Dental Surgery on May 27, 1914. Immediately 
locating in Lima, Doctor Basinger opened a dental 
parlor on the third floor of the Eilerman Building 
and later moved to the ninth floor of the Citizens 
Loan Building, and has built up an extensive and 
lucrative patronage, his skill in using the latest and 
most highly approved modern methods of dentistry 
being highly appreciated by the general public. 

Doctor Basinger married November 18, 1917, 
Helen B. Meeks of Waynesfield, Ohio, a daughter 
of Samuel B. and Luella (Dawson) Meeks, and 
into their hospitable home at 325 North Collett street 
one little daughter has made her appearance, Vir- 
ginia Louise, whose birth occurred September 23, 
1918. The doctor is a democrat in politics, and he 
and his family are Mennonites in religion. He is a 
member of one college organization of Columbus, 
Ohio, Psi Chapter, Psi Omega fraternity, and he 
also belongs to the Northwestern Dental Associa- 
tion. Fraternally Doctor Basinger is a member of 
Pandora Lodge No. 509, Knights of Pythias, in 
which he has passed all the chairs; of Lima Lodge 
No. 54, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
and of Banner Tent 356, Knights of the Maccabees 
of the World. 


SAMUEL BowMAN MEEks. Talented and cultured, 
with a natural taste and talent for music, Samuel 
Bowman Meeks holds a place of prominence among 
the leading educational circles of Allen County, 
having won both success and popularity as a school 
teacher, a teacher of music, and as a band and 
orchestra leader. A son of the late Amos Meeks, 
he was born August 5, 1855, in Perry Township, 
Allen County, Ohio, of pioneer stock. 

His paternal grandparents, Samuel and Sarah 
(Bartlett) Meeks, natives of Virginia, were slave 
owners while living there. In 1834 the grandfather, 
with his wife and young children, traveled overland 
across the National Highway to Springfield, Ohio, 
from there detouring to Allen County. Taking up a 
tract of heavily timbered land from the Government, 
he erected the customary log cabin to shelter his 
family, and in common with the other pioneers of 
that day labored with unceasing toil to improve the 
farm on which he and his wife subsequently spent 
their remaining days. 4 

Born near Natural Bridge, Virginia, Amos Meeks 
had not yet entered his teens when he came with 
the family to Allen County, where he acquired his 
early education and a practical knowledge of agricul- 
ture. During his earlier career he taught school five 
years, and later began buying, feeding and shipping 
live stock, becoming one of the largest and best 
known stock dealers in Allen County, an occupa- 
tion in which he continued until his death, in 1887, 
at the age of three score and three years. He was 
a man of powerful physique, five feet and eleven 
inches in height, weighing 240 pounds, and possess- 
ing greater physical strength than any other man in 
this part of the state. 

Amos Meeks married Elizabeth Bowman, a 
daughter of Samuel and Sarah (Garrettson) Bow- 
man, who migrated from Pennsylvania to Ohio in 
pioneer days, locating first in Ashland County, from 
there coming, in 1835, to Allen County, where 
Indians were still plentiful and the deer so abundant 
that her father killed twenty-seven the first winter 
he was here. Mr. Bowman took up land from the 
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United States Government, and the deed given him 
was written on sheepskin, and contained the signa- 
ture of President Jackson. Mrs. Meeks died on the 
home farm in 1881, aged forty-eight years, leaving 
three children, as follows: Samuel Bowman, the spe- 
cial subject of this sketch; Sarah Irene, widow of 
J. D. Jones of Lima; and Alonzo Myron, who was 
engaged in the live stock commission business at 
Buffalo, New York, died in December, 1919. 

Educated in the district schools and at the Ada, 
Ohio, Normal School, Samuel B. Meeks began teach- 
ing in the rural schools at the age of sixteen years, 
and was subsequently superintendent of public 
schools for seven years, serving three years in West- 
minster, Ohio, and in Waynesfield, this state, four 
years. He has since taught in the district schools, 
at the present time, in 1920, having charge of the 
school located in Auglaize Township. Mr. Meeks 
has also taught vocal music, and given instruction on 
the piano, organ and violin, and while in Waynes- 
field and Westminster was band and orchestra leader. 
He is a pleasant and forceful speaker, and has 
always taken great interest in debates, never hesitat- 
ing to defend his side of a question. 

Mr. Meeks has been twice married. He married 
first, November 10, 1876, Martha Cochran, a daughter 
of William and Sarah (Bowers) Cochran, of Allen 
County, Ohio. She passed to the life beyond March 
28, 1883, leaving two children, as follows: Sarah 
Elizabeth, now the wife of F. P. Neff of Waynes- 
field, Ohio, and Alonzo Wilson Meeks of Lima. 

Mr. Meeks married, May 20, 1896, Luella Dawson, 
who was born in Auglaize County, Ohio, a daughter 
of E. F. and Urzilla (Kelly) Dawson of Waynes- 
field. Her paternal grandparents, Joseph and Maria 
Dawson, were natives of England, while her grand- 
father Kelly was born and bred in Ireland. Mr. and 
Mrs. Meeks have one child, Helen Beatrice, wife of 
Ira W. Basinger, D. D. S., of Lima. One of the 
leading republicans of Allen County, Mr. Meeks is 
a member of the Republican Executive Committee, 
and has served as township clerk and township 
assessor. Fraternally he is a member of Spencerville 
Lodge, Knights of Pythias, in which he has passed 
all the chairs; and of the Knights of the Golden 
Eagle, in which he has also filled all of the offices. 
He belongs to the Perry Township Grange. Liberal 
in his religious views, Mr. Meeks is an active and 
faithful member of the Universalist Church, while 
Mrs, Meeks is an equally devout member of the 
First Baptist Church. 


Harry M. Crawrorp, D. D. S. A well known and 
highly esteemed resident of Lima, and one of the 
leading representatives of the dental profession of 
the city, Harry M. Crawford, D. D. S., is actively 
associated with one of the most important branches 
of surgery, for its application at some period of life 
is required by almost every member of the human 
family. A son of John Crawford, he was born 
November 27, 1876, in Madison, Indiana, and there 
grew to man’s estate. 

Born in Glasgow, Scotland, John Crawford came 
with his parents to Indiana when a child, and was 
brought up and educated in Jefferson County, and 
having learned the trade of a machinist when young 
followed it successfully for many years in Madison, 
that county, where he is now living retired from 
active pursuits. His wife, whose maiden name was 
Mary Scott, was born in Ayrshire, Scotland, and 
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when a young girl was brought by her parents to this 
country, settling with them in Indiana, where she has 
since resided. 

Obtaining the rudiments of his education in the 
district schools, Harry M. Crawford continued his 
studies in the high school at Marion, Indiana. His 
tastes and inclinations leading him to adopt a pro- 
fessional career, he entered the Ohio College of 
Dental Surgery, from which he was graduated with 
the degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery in 1907. 
Coming soon afterward to Lima, Doctor Crawford 
has been successful from the start and deserves credit 
for the high position he has won, not only as a skill- 
ful and popular dentist, but as a man and a citizen. 
He is an active member of the Northwestern Ohio 
Dental Association and of the Ohio State and 
National Dental associations. 

Doctor Crawford married, July 23, 1910, Evelyn A. 
Booth, daughter of Walter and Jennie (Whiting) 
Booth, of Lima, and they have one child, John E. 
Crawford, born March 13, 1912. Politically the 
doctor is a staunch ‘supporter of the principles of 
the republican party. Religiously he is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Fraternally he 
belongs to Lima Lodge No. 91, Knights of Pythias. 


GeorGE EpGAr WILLIAMS.' The younger generation 
of prominent and progressive business men of Allen 
County have no more worthy representative than 
George Edgar Williams of Lima, who has charge of 
the plumbing department of the enterprising firm of 
Williams Brothers, which is well patronized in the 
city and country roundabout. A son of the late 
W.R. and Susan (Jones) Williams, he was born in 
Venedocia, Ohio, February 5, 1896, being one of a 
family of three children. 

Born in Jackson County, Ohio, W. R. Williams 
learned the blacksmith’s trade when young, but sub- 
sequently bought land in Van Wert County, and was 
there engaged in agricultural pursuits until his death, 
in 1900, while yet in the prime of life. His widow 
subsequently moved to Columbus, Ohio, where her 
children received excellent educational advantages, 
but since 1914 she has been a resident of Lima. 

Acquiring a practical education in the public 
schools, George Edgar Williams began the study of 
plumbing and heating when nineteen years old, mak- 
ing a specialty, however of plumbing, and while liv- 
ing and working in Columbus became proficient in 
the art. Forming a copartnership with his brother, 
John S. Williams, under the firm name of Williams 
Brothers, he located in Lima in 1915, and has since 
had the entire supervision of the plumbing depart- 
ment of the firm, which has filled many large and 
important contracts in the plumbing, heating and 
ventilating of public buildings, churches, schools and 
residences. 

On June 22, 1913, Mr. Williams was united in 
marriage with Mary Lewis, daughter of Wallace and 
Nancy Lewis of West Jefferson, Ohio. They have 
no children. Both Mr. and Mrs. Williams are valued 
members of the Market Street Presbyterian Church. 
Politically Mr. Williams uniformly supports the 
principles of the republican party. Fraternally he is 
a member of Lima Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, of which he is also a 
trustee ; a member of Lima Lodge No. 91, Knights of 
Pythias; and also belongs to the Lima Club. 


Ear” CLARENCE DaiLey, one of the enterprising 
business men of Lima, is finding ample employment 
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for his abilities as a wholesale commission merchant, 
and is located at 132-134 East Wayne street. He 
was born at Dunkirk, Ohio, March 31, 1890, a son of 
W. A. and Alice (Brown) Dailey, farming people 
of fine character who moved to Lima when Earl C. 
Dailey was two years of age. 

Up to the time he was eighteen years old E. C. 
Dailey enjoyed the advantages of the Lima public 
schools and made good use of the time he spent in 
school. He then became heater boy in the Lima 
Locomotive Works, and during the three years he 
remained with that corporations he held all kinds of 
jobs, finally reaching the tool rooms. Upon severing 
these connections, he went with A. R. Atkinson, 
dealer in fruit at wholesale, and was one of his 
drivers for two years. He then went into the whole- 
sale commission business for himself, and for a year 
was on South Market street, from whence he moved 
to East Spring street, and two years later secured 
his present quarters, which he has occupied since 
1916. Mr. Dailey is engaged in buying and selling 
all over the country, and has met with a success that 
is almost phenomenal, and all that he today pos- 
sesses has come to him through his own business 
acumen and wise investments. In addition to his 
commission interests he is a stockholder in the Lima 
Candy Company. He has given practical expression 
to his faith in the future of Lima by investing heav- 
ily in its real estate. 

In 1911 Mr. Dailey was united in marriage at Lima 
to Hazel Banning, a daughter of Ed Banning, and 
they have two children, Edgar Carl and Richard 
Owen. In politics Mr. Dailey is a republican. He 
belongs to the American Insurance Union and the 
Lima Chamber of Commerce. Both he and Mrs. 
Dailey attend the services of the Baptist Church, 
and are on its membership rolls. They are fine 
young people, popular socially and are recognized 
as being among the worth-while residents of Allen 
County. 


Wattace H. Krinc, A man is never doing better 
service to humanity than when he is trying to raise 
the standards of commercial or political morality, 
and probably no one class of men are accomplishing 
more along this line than the insurance man, for 
when he succeeds in insuring a man against death 
and old age he relieves his mind of a source of con- 
stant worry and not only takes from him the tempta- 
tion to do wrong for material advancement, but gives 
him more time to devote to civic betterment. The 
insurance man of today prepares himself for his 
work by study of human nature, discipline of his own 
nature and takes each experience as post-graduate 
work in the school of life. He is constantly develop- 
ing not only his own natural resources of character, 
but is assisting others to take a fair estimate of 
their capabilities, and many of those whom they write 
up for adequate policies date from their acquaintance 
with the insurance man a new era of usefulness. 
One of these alert young men successfully engaged 
in this important line at Lima is Wallace H. King, 
district manager of the Mutual Benefit Life Insur- 
ance Company. 

Wallace H. King was born at Warren, Pennsy]- 
vania, on September 13, 1892, a son of John P. and 
Sarah (King) King; he was born at Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania, and she at Petroleum Center, Penn- 
sylvania, respectively. For some years John P. King 
was a hotel keeper at Warren, Pennsylvania, but in 
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1904 he came to Lima and conducted the Lima House 
for a period of six years. He then entered the life 
insurance business in Lima and was district manager 
of the Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Company until 
1914. He then went to Columbus, Ohio, as district 
manager of the Mutual Benefit Life Insurance 
Company. 

After attending the Tome School for Boys at Port 
Deposit, Maryland, Mr. King became a student at 
Kenyon College at Gambier, Ohio. In 1913 he 
became associated with his father in the insurance 
business at Lima, and since 1915 has been district 
manager for the Lima office of the Mutual Benefit 
Life Insurance Company, with offices at 509-10 Citi- 
zens Loan Building. 

On October 16, 1914, Mr. King was united in mar- 
riage with Alice Wright, born at Chicago, Illinois, a 
daughter of Harry and Elizabeth (Davis) Wright, 
natives of Pennsylvania. There are no children. 
Mr. King is an Episcopalian in his religious faith 
and a republican in politics. Fraternally he belongs 
to Lima Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, while socially he maintains member- 
ship in the Lima Club, the Shawnee Country Club, 
the Kiwanis Club, the Automobile Club and the 
Wayfarers Club, serving this latter club as a trustee, 
and for six months was its secretary. 


JoHN J. Wyre. The realtors and insurance men 
of Lima are not only doing a flourishing business, but 
they are at the same time increasing the prestige of 
the city, providing adequate housing facilities for the. 
people in spite of the shortage of buildings, and 
attending to the wise insurance of properties, both 
real and personal, from disaster of various kinds. 
One of these live and energetic men of the city who 
is enjoying a well earned prosperity is John J. Wyre 
of 211 Savings Building. 

John J. Wyre was born at Apple Creek, Wayne 
County, Ohio, in November, 1858, a son of Wash- 
ington W. and Frances Ann (Crumel) Wyre, natives 
of Stark County, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, respec- 
tively. They were married at Apple Creek, Ohio, 
where he carried on a plastering business and died 


in 1911. His widow, who survives him, still lives there. 


Growing up in his native place John J. Wyre 
attended its schools and the Northern Ohio Univer- 
sity at Ada, Ohio, where he took the scientific course. 
In 1883 he came to Lima, Ohio, and was with his 
brother-in-law, W. H. Hay, for seven years. Later 
he was made a railroad postal clerk and for twenty- 
two years was continuously in that service, his 
duties making it more convenient from 1903 until 
1913 for him to reside at Chicago, Illinois, but in 
the latter year he returned to Lima, and since then 
has lived at 1066 West Market street. Upon his 
return to Lima Mr. Wyre bought the real estate and 
insurance business owned by John H. Phillips, and 
he has since carried it on very profitably, and now 
represents nine of the old line insurance companies. 

In November, 1884, Mr. Wyre was united in mar- 
riage with Ada C. Hay, born in Auglaize Township, 
Allen County, Ohio, a daughter of James and Isabel 
(Faulkner) Hay, natives of Tuscarawas and Allen 
counties, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Wyre became the 
parents of the following children: Donald H, who 
is a resident of Chicago, Illinois; Dwight E., who 
is a resident of Madison, Wisconsin; Kathryn, who 
is Mrs. John R. Carnes, of Lima, Ohio; and W. V., 
who is attending the Miami Military Institute. 
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Mr. Wyre belongs to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He is a republican, but not active in poli- 
tics. The Elks and Moose fraternities of Lima hold 
his membership and he also belongs to the Kiwanis 
Club, the Chamber of Commerce, the Lima Real 
Estate Board, of which he has been secretary and 
treasurer since its organization, and a member of the 
Lima Fire Insurance Club. 

In addition to his realty and insurance business 
Mr. Wyre is interested in the Lima Motor Car Com- 
pany as chairman of the Board of Directors, of 
which his son, Donald H. Wyre, is president; M. L. 
Johnson is vice president, and John R. Carnes is 
secretary and treasurer. This company handles 
the Peerless and Velie automobiles, and have Joseph 
C. Hartline as general manager. 


Joun R. Hooker, junior member of the well known 
and thoroughly reliable firm of Hover & Hooker, 
horsemen and owners of the famous Caducues the 
Great, is a man who has devoted his life to the 
horse business and is known all over the country for 
his achievements in the breéding of registered stock. 
Mr. Heoker was born at Spencerville, Ohio, on 
April 3, 1872, a son of A. S. and Elizabeth (Fissel) 
Hooker, natives of Knox County, Ohio, and Ger- 
many. The paternal grandparents were Charles and 
Mary Hooker, natives of Knox County, Ohio, and 
Adam and Henrietta (Louth) Fissel, who settled at 
Spencerville, Ohio, in 1847. The parents were mar- 
ried in Allen County, Ohio, where the father carried 
on a lumber and sawmilling business, becoming one 
of the most extensive operators in his section of the 
country. His death occurred on January 13, 1911, 
and the mother died in July, 1917. Their children 
were as follows: Charles, who lives at Ellwood City, 
Pennsylvania; John R., whose name heads this 
review; George, who lives at Lima, Ohio; Lovina, 
who is Mrs. Garfield Greer, ofSpencerville, Ohio; 
Addison S., who is a resident of Bellefontaine, Ohio; 
and Ralph S., who is a resident of Lima, Ohio. 

John R. Hooker attended the common schools 
until he was fourteen years old, at which time he 
went to Kirkland, Indiana, and worked as head 
sawyer in a sawmill for four years, after which he 
went to Chickasaw, Ohio, and continued sawmill 
work there until he reached his majority. 

On April 5, 1892, Mr. Hooker was united in 
marriage with Hattie Stout, born at Brainbridge, 
Ohio, and they had two children, namely: Herbert T.., 
who was born on January 13, 1893, married Florence 
Custy and has two children, Monica and Florence 
Avis; and Avis, who was born December 12, 1895, is 
Mrs. Mervin Smith of Lima, Ohio. Mr. Hooker 
was married, secondly, to Clara (Lechlider) Cole, 
of Greenville, Ohio, widow of Chester Cole. By her 
first marriage she had one daughter, Jeanette, now 
Mrs. Roland Whilley of Lima, Ohio. 

Mr. Hooker is a democrat. He belongs to Lima 
Lodge No. 199, Loyal Order of Moose; Buckeye 
Loyal Legion No. 104, and to the Lima Real Estate 
Board. 

Since he was a boy Mr. Hooker’s hobby has been 
horses, and he has paid special attention to racing 
horses. He and Clint Hover own a farm in Bath 
Township and have twenty-five head of fine racing 
stock. In March, 1920, the firm of Hover & Hooker 
sold a racing horse for $3,000, and this horse soon 
afterward was sold for $4,000. In addition to his 
extensive operations with horses Mr. Hooker has 
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been engaged in the real estate business at Lima 
for a number of years. 

The record of Caduceus the Great, triple world 
champion, is worthy of record. He was sired by 
Peter the Great, and is regarded as the futurity sire 
of the world. His dam was Rubber, the race mare 
of her day, by Wilton 2:1914 ; second dam*Magalene 
Patchen, show ring champion and dam of four trot- 
ters, by Mambrino Patchen, the brood mare sire. 

_ Caduceus the Great, 2:071%4, has sired the follow- 
ing: The first yearling filly to trot to a standard 
record over a half-mile track, 2:29% ; the first year- 
ling colt to trot to a standard record over a half- 
mile track; the winner of the first governor cup and 
stake race given by the State of Ohio; the world’s 
champion trotting two-year-old filley on a half-mile 
track; the first pair of yearlings to pole in the 
world; is the only horse in the world to sire two 
yearlings to trot to standard records on a half-mile 
track; Little Jean, 2:16%4, trotter, world’s champion 
three-year-old, seventeen starts, six first, seven sec- 
onds, raced again aged horses; Great Night, 
2:13%, now 2:08%, champion trotter over one-half- 
mile track in 1917; Alexander the Great, race rec- 
ord 2:05% over a half-mile track, and has been a 
mile in 2:03%; received first premium in the stand- 
ard bred class and also the sweepstakes at this fair; 
sired five trotters that could trot in 2:10 in the year 
1919; and in 1919 he sired twelve new and reduced 
record and not a pacer; also Bob the Great, 2:09%. 


SAMUEL GRANT Parks. An enterprising business 
man and well known citizen of Lima, who is now 
giving particular attention to real estate and allied 
interests, is Samuel Grant Parks, whose Buckeye 
ancestry can be traced back many generations. 

Mr. Parks was born in Willshire Township, Van 
Wert County, Ohio, April 11, 1864, and is a son of 
Samuel W. and Sarah A. (Philbee) Parks, and a 
grandson of Andrew Parks and James and Matilda 
Philbee. After their marriage the parents of Samuel 
Grant Parks settled on a farm in Licking County, 
Ohio. on which they lived for eight years, then 
moved into Van Wert County, which. remained the 
family home for fifty-five years. The mother died 
March 4, 1893, but the father survived until April, 
1906. They were among the most worthy and highly 
respected people of Van Wert County. They had 
children as follows: Alexander, who lives at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana; Esther Louisa, who is the wife of 
Charles Bowen of Van Wert County; Margaret 
Elizabeth, who is the wife of William McMichael of 
Van Wert County; Catherine Malissa, who is the 
wife of Thomas Bowen of Van Wert County; 
Miranda Ellen, who is the wife of George W. Stet- 
tler, of Van Wert County; Elsie Jane, who is the 
wife of E. F. Hunter. also pf Van Wert County; 
William Wesley, who lives at Eaton Rapids, Michi- 
gan; Samuel Grant, whose interests are at Lima; 
James A., who is a resident of Portland, Indiana; 
and Benjamin L., who lives at 1230 West Wayne 
street, Lima. 

Samuel Grant Parks attended the public schools 
in Van Wert County and assisted his father on the 
home farm until his own marriage in 1885, after 
which he rented a farm in Van Wert County and 
operated it for three years. He moved then to Deca- 
tur, Indiana, where he conducted a livery stable for 
a year, but sold when he had an advantageous oppor- 
tunity and returned to Van Wert, where he con- 
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ducted a stable for two years, then sold and went to 
Willshire, where he remained in the same business 
for two years and eight months. He then moved 
over into Mercer County and operated a stable for 
a year and a half at Mendon, and from there went 
to Spencerville, where he did a fair business for four 
and a half years and then sold in order to locate 
in Lima. Here he purchased a first-class livery 
barn on the corner of Market street and Central 
avenue, where he continued in the livery business 
for nineteen years. The general use of automobiles 
by that time had made appreciable inroads on the 
regular livery business, and Mr. Parks decided to 
definitely retire from that line of business and give 
attention to something else. Probably no one in the 
city is a better judge of horseflesh than he, and in 
his time has owned animals noted for their speed and 
fine appearance. After disposing of his livery inter- 
ests at Lima he went into the real estate business as 
a member of the firm of Biddinger & Tussing. 

On March 4, 1885, Mr. Parks was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Huldah C. Royston, who was born in 
Willshire Township, Van Wert County, Ohio, and is 
a daughter of Moses and Catherine (Bollets) Roy- 
ston of near Baltimore, Maryland. Mr. and Mrs. 
Parks have two children: Orlie Leroy, who resides 
at home, and Pearl D., who is the wife of J. J. Klay, 
and they reside at 604 East Kibby street, Lima. 

Mr. Parks and his family are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. He has a _ wide 
acquaintance and many personal friends at Lima, but 
has never united with any ffaternal organization 
except the Knights of Pythias. From early manhood 
he has been affiliated with the democratic party, and 
as a private citizen has been loyal to its principles 
and candidates, but has never been willing to consider 
suggestions that he accept political honors for 
himself. 


ADOLPH FRUEH is a veteran florist and landscape 
gardener, and has been a citizen of Lima and vicinity 
for more than thirty years. He developed a green- 
house business that has long been one of Lima’s 
chief sources of supply for flowers and vegetables. 

Mr. Frueh was born in Baden, Germany, April 12, 
1845, son of Valentine and Anna Mary (Meyer) 
Frueh. His parents spent all their lives in Germany. 
Adolph Freuh after acquiring a common school edu- 
cation served an apprenticeship at the trade of florist 
and landscape gardener, and from 1871 until he left 
Germany he was in that line of business at Colmar 
in Alsace-Lorraine. 

In July, 1868, at Neuilly, France, Mr. Frueh mar- 
ried Josephine Guellbert, a native of Moir, France. 
In 1889 he and his family left the old country and 
arrived in Lima January 2, 1890. Mr. Frueh came 
to this country with a very limited capital, insuffi- 
cient to enable him to set up an independent business 
in the line to which he had been trained in the old 
country. Therefore for two years he did farming in 
Bath Township and for about eighteen months 
worked as a landscape gardener and in other capaci- 
ties at Lima, chiefly for Doctor Baxter. He then 
rented two acres in Lima and began raising vegeta- 
bles and flowers for market. His skill in the mean- 
time having become well known, he was frequently 
employed for special work as a landscape gardener. 
Mr. Frueh extended his enterprise in 1894 by renting 
a tract of twenty-four acres in the east part of Lima. 
Five years later he bought five acres of this land and 
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in 1900 built his first small greenhouse. Since then 
the growing and culture of flowers has been a busi- 
ness for the entire year. At the present time the 
greenhouses comprise 10,000 square feet under glass. 
While flowers are the chief product, the Frueh prop- 
erty has also continued growing vegetables for the 
market. A fire in 1900 destroyed all the buildings, 
but Mr. Frueh afterward rebuilt them anew. In 
1918 Mr. Frueh sold the business to his son Henry, 
but he still spends most of his time working in and 
around greenhouses. 

Mr. Frueh and family are members of St. John’s 
Catholic Church. His children are: Mary, Mrs. Leo 
Neshelhauf of Lima; Theodore, who died at the age 
of eighteen and a half years; Louisa, wife of Emeron 
Schoonover of Tulsa, Oklahoma; Henry, proprietor 
of a greenhouse property; Anna of Lima; Louis 
and Camoran V., both living on East High street in 
Lima. 


GLENN LINDSLEY Potter. While the art of healing 
is as old as man, within recent years students who 
have devoted their talents and knowledge of the 
human body to the study of methods and remedies 
have become convinced that old systems are at fault 
and have brought before the public the results of 
their experiments with such amazing success that 
chiropractic is by many regarded as the profession of 
the hour. The phenomenal results of chiropractic 
in great numbers of cases formerly considered hope- 
less have led thousands of people to become adher- 
ents of this remarkable spinal adjustment treatment. 
Consequently the demand for skilled practitioners 
has grown accordingly, and some of the ablest men 
in every community of any size are entering what 
is one of the new fields in the healing art. One of 
these practitioners of Allen County who has attained 
a widespread reputation is Dr. Glenn Lindsley Potter 
of Lima. 

Doctor Potter was born in Susquehanna County, 
Pennsylvania, on October 15, 1892, a son of Tyler 
and Etta (Lindsley) Potter, natives of Pennsylvania 
and New York, respectively. The paternal grand- 
father was Elisha Potter, and the maternal grand- 
parents were George W. and Mary (Lockwood) 
Lindsley, natives of Scotland. Tyler Potter was a 
retail grocer, as was his father before him, and he 
also owned a farm, which was located on the state 
line between Pennsylvania and New York. 

Until 1905 Doctor Potter lived on his father’s 
farm, and his educational advantages were those 
afforded by the rural districts, but in that year 
removal was made to Binghamton, New York, and 
not long afterward the father died and the son went 
to live with an uncle at Montrose, Pennsylvania, 
where he continued to attend school. On November 
1, 1913, he entered the Palmer School of Chiroprac- 
tic at Davenport, Iowa, and following the completion 
of his course in March, 1915, he established himself 
in practice at Defiance, Ohio, where he remained 
until April, 1920, at that time coming to Lima. 
Although a newcomer, Doctor Potter has already 
won laurels and is recognized as one of the able men 
in his profession. In addition to a thorough knowl- 
edge of his school of healing he possesses a per- 
sonality which inspires confidence, and he has a 
bright future before him. 

On March 22, 1916, Doctor Potter was married to 
Ida Marie Carman, born at Napoleon, Ohio, on June 
21, 1894. They have no children. Doctor Potter is 
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a Presbyterian. He belongs to several college fra- 
ternities, and to Defiance Lodge No. 147, Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. In politics he is a 
republican, but he has never entered public life, con- 
fining his support of party principles to the casting 
of his vote for republican nominees. 


LEHR EttswortH Miter has spent his entire life 
within the borders of Allen County, and his per- 
sistent and commendable efforts have benefitted alike 
himself and the community, for he has always had 
deeply at heart the well being and improvement of 
the county, using his influence whenever possible for 
the promotion of movements for the advancement of 
the community along material, moral and civic lines. 
He is the scion of an excellent old pioneer family, 
and because of his fine record as a public official and 
his sterling qualities of character he has gained and 
retains the general esteem of the people of his 
county. 3 

Lehr Ellsworth Miller, the present efficient and 
popular treasurer of Allen County, was born on his 
father’s farm in Amanda Township, this county, on 
September 13, 1878, the son of Azariah D. and Dar- 
thula (Place) Miller, both of whom were also born 
and reared in Amanda Township. He is descended 
from sterling old pioneer stock, as will be noted in 
the following lines. His paternal ancestors were 
established in Virginia in an early day, and from 
that state in an early day came his great-grandfather, 
Ferdinand Miller, who took a prominent and active 
part in the establishing of civilization in Allen 
County. He was the first juryman ever drawn from 
Allen County, and the first Methodist Episcopal 
meeting ever held in the county was held in his 
house. The paternal grandparents, Joseph and 
Manenia J. (Shock) Miller, were natives, respec- 
tively, of Ross County, Ohio, and Somerset, Penn- 
sylvania, while his maternal grandparents, James and 
Susan (Culver) Place, were both born and reared in 
Ohio, the former in Belmont County and the latter 
in Delaware County. Joseph Miller settled in 1827 
in Amanda Township, near what is known as Fort 
Amanda, and nine years later, in 1836, James Place 
brought his family here and located at old Fort 
Amanda in Allen County. All of these old pioneer 
settlers of Allen County took up land of their own 
and became farmers, thus assisting materially in the 
early development of the county. After their mar- 
riage Azariah D. and Darthula Miller settled on a 
farm in Amanda Township, where they lived for 
many years. In 1894 Mr. Miller was appointed 
deputy probate judge of Allen County, and in 1900 
was elected judge of the Probate Court, and was 
elected to succeed himself, thus serving two terms, 
or six years. On the expiration of his official term 
he entered upon the practice of law, to which he is 
now devoting his attention. 

Lehr E. Miller received his educational training 
in the public schools, and remained at home until 
eighteen years of age, when he became a traveling 
salesman for the American Woolen Mills Company, 
with whom he remained until twenty-one years of 
age. After his marriage, which occurred at about 
that time, he rented a forty-acre farm in Amanda 
Township, to the operation of which he devoted his 
energies, eventually increasing the acreage under his 
control until 1910, when he became manager of a 
stone quarry. In the spring of 1913 Mr, Miller 
entered upon the business of contracting, specializing 
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in bridge and cement work, but in the fall of 1914 he 
sold that business and became deputy sheriff of Allen 
County, under Sheriff Eley. He held this position 
about sixteen months, resigning then because of his 
nomination to the office of county treasurer, to which 
he was chosen at the ensuing election. In the fall of 
1918 he was again elected to that office, of which he 
is the present incumbent. Mr. Miller firmly believes 
in the axiom pronounced by a once prominent leader 
of his political party, to the effect that “Public office 
is a public trust,” and he has so discharged his duties 
as to win the universal commendation of the voters 
of the county. Promptness, accuracy and courtesy 
have characterized the work of his office, one of the 
most important in the county organization. While 
living in Amanda Township, Mr. Miller had served 
two terms as township assessor, one term by appoint- 
ment and one term by election. He was also elected 
and served six years as director of the Allen County 
Agricultural Society. 

Politically Mr. Miller has always given his support 
to the democratic party, in the ranks of whirh he 
has been an active worker. He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and, fraternally, is a 
member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the 
Modern Woodmen of America and the Loyal Order 
of Moose. During the World war he took an espe- 
cially active part in all the war work in this county 
and assisted in the organization and successful com- 
pletion of nine different drives. ; 

On March 31, 1900, Mr. Miller was married to 
Josie Q. Staup, who was born and reared in Amanda 
Township, the daughter of Lewis and Nancy (Bow- 
ers) Staup, the former of whom was born in Miami 
County, Ohio, and the latter in Amanda Township, 
this county. They are the parents of one child, 
Lawrence Ellsworth, born on June 21, 1909. Mr. 
Miller possesses to a marked degree those sterling 
traits which have commanded uniform confidence 
and regard, and he merits the public recognition 
which he has received at the hands of his fellow 
citizens. 


Tuompson R. TERWILLEGER. One of the best 
known and most successful physicians and surgeons 
of northwestern Ohio is Dr. Thompson R. Ter- 
willeger of Lima. He has won success in life in a 
definite manner because he has persevered in pur- 
suit of a worthy purpose, and is gaining thereby a 
most satisfactory reward. His life has been exem- 
plary and he has always supported those interests 
which are calculated to uplift and benefit his com- 
munity. He is the representative of honored old 
pioneer families of this part of the Buckeye State, 
and today occupies an honored position among his 
fellow citizens of Allen County. 

Thompson R. Terwilleger was born at New Rich- 
mond, Clermont County, Ohio, on June 29, 1860, 
and is the son of John and Elizabeth (McDonald) 
Terwilleger, both of whom were born and reared in 
Clermont County. The subject’s grandparents on 
the paternal side were Abraham and Amelia (Peck- 
ingbaugh) Terwilleger of Clermont County, while 
his maternal grandparents were William and Mary 
McDonald of Little Egg Harbor, New Jersey. The 
Terwillegers were originally from Holland, whence 
they came to the United States in an early day and 
settled in Pennsylvania. Eventually members of the 
family came to Clermont County, Ohio, being num- 
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bered among the pioneers of that locality, and there 
they entered a tract of Government land. The 
McDonalds also were early settlers in that county, 
and, entering a tract of timber land, they did their 
part in clearing the land and putting it into culti- 
vation. They spent the remainder of their lives on 
that first farm and died there. Abraham and Amelia 
Terwilleger moved some time later to Champaign 
County, Illinois, where they spent the remainder 
of their lives. John and Elizabeth Terwilleger, the 
parents of Thompson R. Terwilleger, spent their 
lives in New Richmond, where they were married 
and where Mr. Terwilleger devoted his efforts to 
agricultural pursuits. He was a man of prominence 
in the community and held several local offices. He 
was born in 1830 and died on July 9, 1892, while 
his wife, who was born in 1833, died on August 31, 
1913. They were the parents of two children, the 
subject of this sketch and an elder sister, Alma, 
of Lebanon, Ohio, the widow of James F. McColm. 

Thompson R. Terwilleger spent his boyhood days 
on the home farm and attended the district schools 
of the neighborhood. In the fall of 1879 he entered 
the Ohio Western University, pursuing the literary 
course for five years and graduating. Later he took 
a commercial course in the Nelson Business College 
at Cincinnati, and in the fall of 1884 matriculated in 
the Ohio Medical College at Cincinnati, where he 
was graduated in 1887 with the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine. He first located at New Richmond, where 
he practiced his profession for about six months, 
when he came to Lima, where he has remained ever 
since. From the beginning of his professional career 
Doctor Terwilleger has commanded the respect of 
his professional colleagues as well as the general 
public for his skill and success in his work, especially 
as relating to surgery, in which he is acknowledged 
to be without a superior in this part of the state. In 
May, 1906, he went to Berlin, Germany, where he 
took a nine months’ post-graduate course, specializ- 
ing in abdominal surgery. While still in Berlin he 
was affiliated with the Anglo-American Medical 
Association, of which it was a great honor to be a 
member. He has always commanded a large and 
lucrative practice in this and adjoining counties, and 
is numbered among the leading citizens of the com- 
munity in which he lives. 


On November 5, 1891, Doctor Terwilleger was 
married to Elizabeth Frances Davis of Columbus, 
Ohio, the daughter of William and Mary (Williams) 
Davis, natives of Wales. Doctor and Mrs. Terwil- 
leger are members of Trinity Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of which he has been a trustee for many 
years. In politics he gives his support to the demo- 
cratic party and has rendered appreciated service as 
a member of the Board of Education of Lima, hav- 
ing been appointed in 1900 and serving two years, 
and was elected in 1906 for a four-year term. Fra- 
ternally he is a member of the Free and Accepted 
Masons, in which he has attained to the thirty-second 
degree of the Scottish Rite. He is a member of the 
Allen County Medical Society, which he has served 
as president and secretary, the Ohio State Medical 
Society, the Northwestern Medical Society and the 
American Medical Association. The doctor served 
for thirteen years as physician to the Allen County 
Infirmary and is a life member of the Lima Hospital 
Society. He is also associated with the staff of 
the Lima City Hospital and St. Rita’s. Those who 
know him well are unstinted in their praise of his 


238 


genial disposition, clean character and his superior 
ability. Older men in the profession here have 
relied upon his judgment and younger ones fre- 
quently seek his counsel, all admitting his eminence 
in his profession, for he has stood for many years 
among the scholarly physicians and surgeons in a 
community long distinguished for the high order of 
its medical talent. 


Tuomas W. Bracxsurn, the Lima ‘real estate 
dealer, is a native of Auglaize County. He was born 
October 3, 1860, a son of Samuel and Lucy (Welsh) 
Blackburn, the father a native of Bedford County, 
Pennsylvania, and the mother of Perry County. The 
paternal grandparents, John and Rachel (Hammond) 
Blackburn, came from Pennsylvania in 1850 to 
Auglaize County. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. 
Samuel Blackburn settled in Auglaize County. 
When T. W. Blackburn was only eighteen months 
old his mother died and he afterward lived among 
relatives. From the time he was fifteen until he was 
twenty he worked on a farm and then went to 
Cridersville, where he worked ten years in a general 
store, 

From Cridersville Mr. Blackburn went to Wapa- 
koneta, where for ten years he was employed as 
salesman in a clothing store. He then returned to 
Cridersville, where in partnership with H. G. Fisher 
he bought the old store where he was first employed 
as a salesman for ten years. The firm traded the 
Cridersville stock for two grocery stores in Lima, 
which they conducted a year, when Mr. Blackburn 
went with W. H. Butcher in the chattel loan office, 
remaining there five years. More recently he has 
been associated with W. R. Mumaugh in the sale of 
real estate. 

In 1916 the firm took the local agency for the 
Ohio Simplex Trailer for automobiles, retaining the 
agency until January 1, 1920, since which time 
Mr. Blackburn has devoted himself exclusively to 
the real estate business in Lima and the surround- 
ing country. On November 3, 1885, he married 
Alice M. Brown of Kalida, a daughter of Davis I. 
and Elizabeth (Shaw) Brown. Their children are: 
Leslie of Cleveland; Hazel, wife of Clinton Straw- 
bridge of Shawnee Township; and Carl H. Black- 
burn of Chicago. The family are Methodists. 

Mr. Blackburn is a democrat, and while living in 
Auglaize County he was one time a township clerk. 
From 1886 to 1890 he was postmaster at Cridersville. 
He is a Knight of Pythias, and while in Wapakoneta 
he passed all the chairs in that order. His member- 
ship has been transferred to Lima. He is a member 
of the Lima Real Estate Board, the Lima Chamber 
of Commerce and the Automobile Club. He is one 
of the live wires in the Lima business community. 


Oren Dickason, who is engaged in the real estate 
business in Lima, was born September 29, 1871, and 
has always lived in Allen County except for tem- 
porary periods of absence. He is a son of John and 
Sarah E. (Lones) Dickason, the father a native of 
Marion County, while the mother always lived in 
Allen County. The maternal grandfather, Leonard 
Lones, was born in Germany. He was among the 
early settlers iri Jackson Township, Allen County. 
The Dickasons were married in Jackson Township. 
John Dickason, who was engaged in the timber and 
lumber business, died March 8, 1911, his wife having 
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died April 4, 1884, and Oren and Frank Dickason 
were their sons. 

Oren Dickason spent his boyhood days in Allen 
and Paulding counties. When he was thirteen years 
old he began working on a farm by the month in 
Paulding County. Four years later he began farm 
work in Allen County, continuimg. three years as a 
laborer by the month, when he went with his father 
in the lumber business, remaining six years. Feeling 
the need of better education, Mr. Dickason then at- 
tended the Ohio Normal University at Ada, and 
after completing the business course went into the 
lumber business again as an inspector for Joseph 
Morris, a wholesaie lumber dealer of Lima. 

Mr. Dickason’s next business enterprise was as a 
traveling salesman for a wholesale paper house of 
Cincinnat: Seven years later he became interested 
in oil prodi ction in Ohio and Indiana. For six years 
he was active in the oil fields while the production 
was at its best in Ohio and Indiana, but since 1911 
has been engaged in the real estate business, with 
an office on the public square in Lima. He confines 
his efforts to farm deals, and always has some good 
properties on his sale list. As a real estate dealer 
he is incidentally a community booster. 

On October 19, 1904, Mr. Dickason married Bertha 
A. Dicus. She is a daughter of George H. and 
Anna (Listerman) Dicus of Paulding County. 
Although of Irish descent, the father was born in 
Indiana. The mother, now deceased, was born in 
Germany. They at one time lived in Defiance. The 
children born to Mr. and Mrs. Dickason are: Paul J., 
who died at the age of fourteen years; Morris D., 
and Oren Edward. Mr. Dickason is a member of 
the official board of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Lima. He is a Mason, both of the Chapter and 
Council, and also a member of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, No. 54, of Lima. Mr. Dick- 
ason is a republican. 


FRANKLIN A. BurRKHARDT. A man of excellent 
business and executive ability, talented and cultured, 
Franklin A. Burkhardt, now serving as mayor of 
Lima, is greatly interested in education, art, history 
and literature, and as a public speaker, lecturer and 
impersonator has won fame and popularity not only 
in his home city but throughout the entire county. 
A son of George Burkhardt, he was born in Shawnee 
Township, Allen County, Ohio, December 31, 1872, 
of German lineage. 

His paternal grandfather, George Burkhardt, Sr., 
lived in his native land, Alsace-Lorraine, until 1847, 
when he started with his wife and children for the 
United States, the land of promise and plenty. His 
wife died on board ship, and he came with his chil- 
dren to Columbus, Ohio, where he lived two years. 
Going from there to Auglaize County, Ohio, he 
pase’ a farm, on which he spent his remaining 

ays. 

Born in Alsace-Lorraine in 1845, George Burk- 
hardt was but two years old when he crossed the 
Atlantic. He was brought up and educated in 
Auglaize County, and after his marriage bought 
land in Shawnee Township, Allen County, where he 
has since been prosperously engaged in general farm- 
ing and stock raising. He has been twice married. 
He married first Mary Bowsher, who was born in 
Shawnee Township, a daughter of Benjamin Bow- 
sher, whose immigrant ancestor came to this country 
from Alsace-Lorraine in the eighteenth century, 
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locating in Berks County, Pennsylvania. Her pater- 
nal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. William Bowsher, 
migrated from Pennsylvania to Pickaway County, 
Ohio, in 1803, and there redeemed a homestead from 
its primitive wildness. Their son Benjamin moved 
to Shawnee Township, Allen County, in 1836, set- 
tling in an Indian’s cabin. He cleared a tract of land, 
and was for many years engaged in tilling the soil. 
There he and his wife, whose maiden name was 
Elizabeth De Long, reared their thirteen children, 
all of whom married and settled in that locality, and 
in that vicinity their 121 grandchildren were born. 

George Burkhardt’s first wife, Mary (Bowsher) 
Burkhardt, died in 1876, leaving five children, as 
follows: Charles W., of Shawnee Township; Ida E., 
living on the home farm; Franklin A., the special 
subject of this personal record; W. A., of Lima, 
manager of the People’s Loan Company; and Mary 
J., living on the home farm. By his marriage with 
his second wife, Emma Bowsher, who was a second 
cousin of his first wife, one child was born, 
Francis: E. of New York City. 

Acquiring his preliminary education in the district 
schools and at the Cridersville, Ohio, High School, 
Franklin A. Burkhardt subsequently continued his 
studies at the Ohio Northern University at Ada and 
at Lima College. Embarking upon a professional 
career, he taught in the district schools three years, 
when, in 1895, he abandoned the teacher’s desk to 
enter upon an entirely different line of work. Enter- 
ing the employ of the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Day- 
ton Railroad Company, Mr. Burkhardt served as 
assistant ticket agent three years, and was afterward 
ticket agent for the Lake Erie & Western Railroad 
Company until 1901, when he was made joint agent 
for the Lake Erie & Western Railroad and the Balti- 
more & Ohio Railroad, a responsible position that 
he filled ably and satisfactorily for five years. From 
1906 until 1919 he had charge of traffic of the Ohio 
electric lines. running out of Lima, a position of 
importance and responsibility that he resigned in 
October, 1919, when he was elected mayor of Lima. 
In this capacity Mr. Burkhardt is rendering his fel- 
low citizens efficient and appreciated service, per: 
forming the many duties devolving upon him with 
honor to himself and to the credit and satisfaction 
of his constituents. 

Mr. Burkhardt has served as president of the 
Peoples Loan Company and was a director of the 
Elmer D. Webb Company for many years. Since 
1897 he has served as historian of the Big Four 
Reunion, and in the “History and Genealogy of the 
Bowsher Family,” which was published in 1917, and 
contains 400 or more pages, much interesting pioneer 
history may be found. A man of pleasing address 
and a good speaker, Mr. Burkhardt is often seen on 
the platform, both as a lecturer and impersonator, 
and is widely known as an entertainer. He has 
appeared as a lecturer before the Chamber of Com- 
merce, and has lectured for the Church Brotherhood 
in Ohio and southern Michigan. An influential mem- 
ber and an elder of the Bethany Lutheran Church, 
he was national delegate to the Synodical meeting 
which convened in the City of New York in Novem- 
ber, 1918, representing northwestern Ohio, the dif- 
ferent Lutheran churches then becoming united. 

A prominent and active worker in the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, Mr. Burkhardt has 
served on the Board of Directors many years, at the 
present time being one of the educational committee, 


239 


and in that capacity became very much interested in 
art, and for his sketches in water colors, pastel, 
crayon and charcoal has received within the past ten 
years over 100 prizes and premiums in different art 
contests. He has more than 2,000 volumes in his 
library, which is the largest private library in Lima, 
while his collection of rare and old books is the 
finest of any in northwestern Ohio. He takes quite 
an interest in games and sports, being an expert 
bowler at tenpins, and has served as secretary of the 
Ohio Checker Players and Horse-Shoe Pitchers. He 
is a prominent member of the Kiwanis Club of 
Lima. 

Mr. Burkhardt married, June 16, 1896, Nannie’ 
Dearth, who was born near Franklin, Ohio, a 
daughter of Samuel and Carey Dearth, natives of 
Pennsylvania, and into their household four children 
have been born, namely: Ethel Lucille, supervisor of 
music in the Lima public schools; Lorene; Mildred; 
and Dorothy. Politically Mr. Burkhardt is a demo- 
crat, and in 1895 served as assessor of Shawnee 
Township. Fraternally he is a member of several 
Lima organizations, including Lodge No. 91, Knights 
of Pythias; Solar Lodge, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows; Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks; and Lodge No. 199, Loyal Order 
of Moose. 


BENJAMIN RoLtitin Donovan. The man who suc- 
cessfully carries on a realty business must have 
unusual characteristics, for not only is it necessary 
he know property values and keep abreast of all pro- 
posed improvements liable to affect them, but he must 
also be an excellent judge of human nature and be a 
superfine salesman. No man of ordinary abilities 
need expect to make himself felt as a realtor, the 
competition is too fierce. However, many do achieve 
a gratifying prosperity in this line, and therefore it 
is safe to say that the business is of a nature to 
attract to it those of capabilities that expand with 
their exercise. Benjamin Rollin Donovan, of Lima, 
is one of the constructive citizens of Allen County 
who is finding congenial and profitable employment 
for his natural abilities in the real estate field. 

Mr. Donovan was born in Rockingham County, 
Virginia, on April 10, 1874, a son of Dorman and 
Elizabeth (Owen) Donovan, both of whom were 
born in the same place as their son. Dorman Dono- 
van was a farmer. In 1902 he went to Gibson City, 
Illinois, where his wife died in 1909, and he joined 
eon at Lima, Ohio, and there passed away in 
918. 

Until he was fifteen years old Benjamin Rollin 
Donovan attended the common schools, and then 
began working on farms by the month, and was so 
engaged for two years, during this period laying a 
foundation for his present solid knowledge relative 
to farm lands. When he reached the age of seven- 
teen years he went into the lumber woods of West 
Virginia and spent three years there. His parents 
having gone to Gibson City, Illinois, Mr. Donovan 
decided to join them, and until 1902 he was occu- 
pied with farming in that vicinity, but then engaged 
in farming for himself in Ford County, Illinois, leav- 
ing it four years later for Trail County, North 
Dakota. Three years subsequently he came to Lima, 
and for the first four years of his residence in this 
city he was very active in the practice of veterinary 
dentistry. During all of his experiences he had been 
developing just those qualities which so eminently 
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fit him for his present line of business, and when 
he began handling farm and city property he found 
his life work. He maintains offices at 204 Holmes 
Building, and is doing a very large amount of selling 
and trading in addition to his management of 
properties. 

On March 1, 1902, Mr. Donovan was married to 
Olive Arrowsmith, born in McLean County, Illinois, 
a daughter of David and Sarah (Hoover) Arrow- 
smith, natives of Shenandoah (County, Virginia. 
Mr. and Mrs. Donovan have the following children: 
Alvin Earl, Estelle A., Benjamin Clyde, Gladys 
Pearl, Catherine Bernice, Eva Helene, Wilbur, Lucile 
and Raymond J. A man of strong determination, 
Mr. Donovan has kept himself from party ties, but 
can always be relied upon to give an intelligent 
support to public improvements, for he recognizes 
their value to a community, and the necessity for 
them if there is hope of any degree of development. 


Sipney Ray Courtap. Possessing the energy, 
intelligence and business ability that is synonomous 
with success, Sidney Ray Courtad, of Lima, is 
actively identified with the advancement of the mate- 
rial interests of this part of Allen County, being a 
member of the firm of Courtad Brothers, real estate 
dealers and insurance agents. The younger of the two 
sons of Joseph L. and Rosetta (Moser) Courtad, 
he was born in Bluffton, Ohio, of Alsatian stock, 
his paternal great-grandfather having left his native 
country, Alsace-Lorraine, in 1848, immigrating with 
his family to Ohio, near Lake Erie, where he spent 
his remaining days. 

Martin Courtad, grandfather of Sidney Ray, was 
a life-long resident of Ohio, and actively interested 
in the establishment of public enterprises. 

Brought up in Bluffton, Sidney Ray Courtad 
attended the public schools, and as soon as old 
enough to be of use worked out of school hours 
and Saturdays as a grocery boy until about four- 
teen years of age, when he secured a better-paying 
position. Leaving school at the age of sixteen 
years, he worked in a blacksmith’s shop for a while, 
and later worked in a poultry house for six months. 
Coming to Lima to live in 1908, he attended the high 
school three months, after which he was with the 
Biesel-Wermer Company for ten and a half years, 
working as a journeyman cigar maker. Giving up 
that position in 1914, Mr. Courtad was register 
clerk in the United States Post Office for nine 
months, and afterwards served as postal clerk. 

Forming a partnership with his brother, Waldo E. 
~Courtad, in January, 1919, Mr. Courtad established 
himself in his present business as a member of the 
firm of Courtad Brothers, which has built up a 
large city and country trade in real estate, and being 
equally as successful as fire insurance agents. 

Mr. Courtad married in 1911 Lucille O. Hill, 
daughter of Thomas and Ruth Hill, of Lima. He 
is a member of the Lima Real Estate Board, and 
both he and his wife are valued members of the 
First Reformed Church. 

MatH O. Van StRonveER is a Doctor of Dental 
Surgery whose work has commended him to the 
people of Allen County and Lima during the past 
seven years. His offices are in the Savings Bank 
Building at Lima. 

He is a son of Volney O. and Abbie (Darling) 
Van Stronder and in the paternal line is of Holland 
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Dutch stock. He had an ancestor who was an early 
settler and large land owner along the Hudson 
Bay, in the province of New York. His maternal 
grandfather, Joseph Darling, came at a very early 
date to Putnam County, Ohio, secured land from 
the government, and developed a farm where he 
spent the rest of his days. Volney O. Van Stronder 
for some years was a druggist at the southeast 
corner of the Public Square in Lima, but later 
retired to the old Darling homestead and died 
in 1884. He was a Union soldier in the Civil 
war. His widow is still living at Pandora, Ohio. 
Dr. Van Stronder was the youngest of three 
children and was ten months old“when his father 
died. He grew up in a country district, attended 
district schools at Pandora, graduated from 
the high school there, and for two terms was a 
teacher, one term in Riley Township and another 
term in Palmer Township of Putnam County. This 
teaching experience was followed by a commercial 
course in the Lima Business College, after which for 
two years he was an employe of the First National 
Bank of Lima. By that time he had made up his 
mind and had secured the resources to prepare for 
a professional career, and from 1906 to 1909 was 
a student in the Ohio College of Dental Surgery at 
Cincinnati. Each year he received honorable mention 
for his proficiency in his studies, and when he grad- 
uated it was with the honors in Operative Dentistry. 
Doctor Van Stronder practiced for five years in his 
home community of Pandora and in 1913 moved to 
the larger opportunities of the City of Lima. He 
has continued post-graduate courses and is widely 
known in his profession. He is a member of the 
county and state dental societies, and is treasurer 
of the Northwestern Ohio Dental Society. Doctor 
Van Stronder, who has never married, is an inde- 
pendent voter, is affiliated with the Masonic Lodge 
at Columbus Grove, Ohio, and a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 


_ALFRED G. Spres. In the construction and equip- 
ping of modernly built residences and church, school, 
office and public buildings no more important pro- 
fession is brought into use than that of the plumber, 
whose responsibilities are great, and whose problems 
are ofttimes perplexing and hard to solve. Lima 
is fortunate in having men especially skilled in that 
line of industry and prominent among the number 
is Alfred G. Spees, head of the firm of Spees & 
Baker, plumbing and heating contractors. He was 
born in 1883, at Wapakoneta, Ohio, a son of J. R. and 
Marietta (Brewer) Spees. He comes of German 
lineage on the paternal side of the family, his great- 
grandfather Spees having immigrated from Germany 
to Ohio, settling in Auglaize County, where he 
cleared and improved a farm. 

‘Brought up in Lima, Alfred G. Spees attended 
the public schools until fourteen years of age, when 
he began working for the local street car company 
in a minor position, and having been promoted to 
street car conductor when but sixteen years old 
held the position two years and three months. The 
following two years he was salesman in the drapery 
department of the Lima Dry Goods Company’s 
establishment, and the next two years was a pipe 
fitter on the passenger coaches of the Cincinnati, 
Hamilton & Dayton Railroad. Subsequently locat- 
ing in Lima, Mr. Spees learned the trade of a 
plumber and steam fitter with the Lima Plumbing 
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and Heating Company, with which he was asso- 
ciated for thirteen years, in the meantime becoming 
one of the company’s stockholders and directors. 

In March, 1917, Mr. Spees purchased the plumbing 
and heating business of Victor F. Gomnnelli, and 
managed it alone until September, 1917, when he 
sold a half interest to Frank E. Baker, now junior 
member of the firm of Spees & Baker. As general 
plumbing and heating contractors this firm has 
since carried on an extensive and remunerative 
business, having installed the plumbing and _heat- 
ing apparatus in various buildings in and around 
Allen County, including among others of note the 
J. B. Wells residence at Waynesfield; the Leipsic 
Church of Christ; the U. G. Alden and the J. B. 
Poling residences in Lima; the building in which 
the general store of J. B. Shapiro, of Leipsic, is 
located; and had the contract for heating the build- 
ing of the Bank of Leipsic. 

Mr. Spees married in 1904 Ruth M. Rice, daugh- 
ter of Seth E. and Catherine E. (Merritt) Rice, of 
Ottaw:., Ohio, and into their home three children have 
been born: Myrtle Lenora, Arwilda Lois and James 
Frederick. Politically Mr. Spees is a staunch repub- 
lican, and religiously he is a member of the South 
Side Ciurch of Christ. Fraternally he is a prominent 
member of Lincoln Court, Tribe of Ben Hur, and 
in 1918 had the distinction of representing the Dis- 
trict of Northwestern Ohio at the National Con- 
vention of the Tribe of Ben Hur, which was held in 
Crawfordsville, Indiana. 


WIL.1AM I, HEATWOLE was one of the first men in 
Allen County to acquire a practical technical knowl- 
edge of automobile operation, and his business expe- 
rience makes him the oldest man in that industry 
in the county. He is a senior partner of the firm 
of Heatwole & Myers, dealers in automobiles and 
accessories, and proprietors of the well-patronized 
repair shop and garage at 127-129 East Spring Street 
in Lima. 

Mr. Heatwole was born in Sugar Creek Township 
of Allen County December 12, 1882, the second child 
and only son of the three children of John R. and 
Magdaline (Stemen) Heatwole. His people have 
been in America for many generations, and came to 
Ohio from Virginia. His parents since retiring from 
their farm have lived in Lima. The family are 
members of the Mennonite Church. : 

William I. Heatwole attended the Sandy Point 
School in Sugar Creek Township until he was about 
eighteen years of age, and then continued his work 
on the home farm a year. Coming to Lima, he spent 
four years learning the automobile trade as a repair 
man in the garage of W. E. Rudy. The next seven 
years he was a machinst and driver with the Lima 
Locomotive Works, spent one year with the Gar- 
ford Motor Truck Company, three years as truck 
tester for the Gramm-Bernstein Company, and then 
engaged in the automobile garage business for him- 
self as a member of the firm of Bowers & Heatwole. 
Selling his interest, he spent six months in the 
service and sales department of the Lima Jordan 
Automobile Company, and on November 1, 1918, 
became associated with Mr. Myers in the firm of 

eatwole & Myers. 
ae 1912 Mr. Hetwate married Miss Anna Cook- 
sey, daughter of Obediah and Clara (McCrary) 
Cooksey, of Lima. They have one daughter, Melba 
Cleora, born in 1916. Mr. Heatwole is a demo- 


Vol. 1I—16 


241 


crat, a member of the Loyal Order of Moose, and 
belongs to the Allen County Auto Trade Associa- 
tion and the Automobile Protective Association. 


Guy YoutH NEELy, senior member of the depend- 
able firm of Neely Brothers, 512-514 West High 
Street, is engaged in the business of auto repair- 
ing, and is one of the dependable men of Lima. 
Both he and his brother are experienced men and 
give their customers an expert service, which is 
resulting in such a volume of trade that it has been 
found necessary to erect a modern brick and steel 
building. Mr. Neely was born December 14, 1881, 
a son of Frank and Mary (Morrow) Neely. The 
family is of Irish and English stock, and its mem- 
bers as a general thing have been interested in 
agriculture. 

Born and bred at Lima, Mr. Neely owes his edu- 
cational training to its public schools, and also his 
practical knowledge of his business, for he went to 
work in a carriage shop in the city at the age of 
twelve years, and continued to give it his spare 
time until he was eighteen, when he left school and 
then devoted all of his time to the shop, learning 
the trade of a carriage painter there and at Allen- 
town, in the vicinity of Lima. Having completed 
his trade Mr. Neely began working for Palmer & 
Owen, carriage painters of Lima, remaining with 
that concern for three years, and then going with 
Frank Bush, who was in the same line of business, 
and remaining with him for a year. Mr. Neely 
then was placed in charge of the paint shop of Owen 
Brothers, and held that position for nine years. 
Entering another field of endeavor, he spent two 
years as mail clerk on the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
running from Chicago, Illinois, to Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania. All of this time he cherished the ambi- 
tion to have a business of his own, and when he 
left the railroad he formed a partnership with 
C. E. Meeks, under the name of Neely & Meeks, 
on West Spring Street, and for a year the business 
was carried on at that point, but was then moved 
to the location now occupied by Neely Brothers. 
After three years Mr. Neely’s brother, Ray Neely, 
bought Mr. Meeks’ interest, and the firm of Neely 
Brothers came into being, and at the same time 
the business was expanded to include, in addition 
to the original carriage painting, woodworking and 
blacksmithing. In the meanwhile the automobile 
came into favor, and thoroughly abreast of the 
times this firm gradually changed the character of 
their work and now.conduct one of the largest auto- 
mobile repair shops in the city. Employment is 
given to twenty-seven persons, and their trade 
extends over a radius of thirty miles outside of Lima. 

In 1911 Mr. Neely was united in marriage with 
Margaret Smith, a daughter of Richard Smith, of 
Lima, whose wife was a Miss Miller before her 
marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Neely have two sons, 
namely: John Robert, and Albert Frank. In politics 
Mr. Neely is a democrat. While he is fully occupied 
with the responsibilities of his growing business, 
he is never too busy to take a public-spirited interest 
in local affairs, and is ready and willing to support 
all movements looking toward a further advance- 
ment of the city and county, and is especially in 
favor of the good roads movement. 


Sot WIESENTHAL. One of the most substantial 
business men of Lima is Sol Wiesenthal, of Rich- 
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man Brothers Clothing Company of Cleveland, Ohio, 
a stockholder of the Old National Bank of Lima, a 
member of the Lima Chamber of Commerce, and 
interested in many other enterprises and undertak- 
ings of moment. He was born at Lima on August 
13, 1861, a son of Herman and Sarah (Cohen) 
Wiesenthal. . 

Herman Wiesenthal came to the United States 
in young manhood, locating at Lima in 1861, and 
established himself in a mercantile business he car- 
ried on the remainder of his life, his death occur- 
ring in 1896, at Lima. He and his wife had six 
children, four sons and two daughters, and Sol 
Wiesenthal is the third child. 

Growing up at Lima, Sol Wiesenthal attended its 
public schools and then early developing commer- 
cial instincts he began to make himself useful as a 
stock and errand boy in the employ of M. P. San- 
sorge, clothier. His talents soon brought him recog- 
nition, and he was made a salesman and remained 
with this house until he reached his majority, at, 
which time his father joined him in buying the 
business, for which they paid $3,500 cash, and gave 
notes for the balance. In 1882 removal was made 
to the Cincinnati Building, where the business was 
conducted under the name of Sol and H. Wiesen- 
thal. Mr. Wiesenthal bought his father’s interest 
in four years, and built up a large city and country 
trade and became a man of large means, so that in 
1914 he decided to retire and sold out. However, 
he was a man of too active habits to be contented 
with a life of leisure, and he soon formed connec- 
tions so as to be the local representative of the retail 
clothing house of Richman Brothers of Cleveland, 
Ohio, and is also occupied in looking after his very 
large realty interests in the city. 

In 1901 Mr. Wiesenthal was united in marriage 
with Rose Newman, of Brooklyn, New York, and 
they have one child, Ruth Newman. In politics a 
democrat, he stands very high in his party, and was 
offered by it the nomination for mayor, but declined 
as he has no inclination to go into public life. He 
is a man big of heart and brain, and devoted to his 
native city. Whenever there is any movement .on 
foot designated to be of benefit to it, its promoters 
know they can call upon Mr. Wiesenthal for a 
generous contribution. In his business transactions 
he has always lived up to a high standard of per- 
sonal probity, and there are few men of Allen 
County who are held any higher than he by the 
general public. 


Frank E. BAKER. A well known and prosperous 
plumbing and heating contractor, Frank E. Baker, 
of Lima, junior member of the firm of Spees & 
Baker, has been variously employed, and in the many 
places in which he has resided has always been 
regarded as a man of integrity and worth, and in the 
community in which he now lives and labors is 
held in high respect. A native of Allen County, 
Ohio, he was born in 1871, in West Cairo, being the 
descendant of a family that immigrated from Ger- 
many to America many generations ago. 

Hugh Baker, his father, was for many years 
actively identified with the advancement of the agri- 
cultural prosperity of Ohio, and having performed 
his full share of labor is now living retired from 
active pursuits at Columbus Grove, Putnam County, 
this state. His wife, whose maiden name was Elzina 
Haven, died August 28, 1917. 
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Until ten years of age Frank E. Baker attended 
the public schools of West Cairo, and the following 
ten years continued his studies in the rural schools 
of Monroe Center, Ohio. Then, after taking a busi- 
ness and commercial course in Fostoria, Ohio, he 
worked for a season in West Cairo, being employed 
in the brick and tile works of G. Jennings. Going 
from there to Townwood, Putnam County, he was 
there similarly employed for two years. Moving to 
Leipsic, Ohio, he was variously employed, for three 
years having worked in a stave factory. 

Making a change of residence and occupation, 
Mr. Baker was for two years associated with the 
Ottawa Roofing & Tile Company at Ottawa, Ohio, 
having charge of the company’s yards. Coming to 
Lima in 1893, he was employed by the National 
Roofing & Tile Company eight years, and during 
the ensuing four years was superintendent of its 
affairs. He then spent a year in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, as yard superintendent for the Fort Wayne 
Brick Company, and then for a year and a half was 
superintendent of the Murray Roofing & Tile Com- 
pany at Cloverport, Kentucky. Returning to Lima 
in 1917, he purchased a half interest in the firm with 
which he is now associated, and since September, 
1917, has carried on a thriving business as a plumbing 
and heating contractor, the firm of Spees & Baker, 
of which he is a member, having built up an exten- 
sive patronage in Lima and vicinity. 

Mr. Baker has been twice married. In 1892 he 
married Cora D. Wallen, daughter of William and 
Elizabeth (Shafer) Wallen, of Belmore, Ohio. She 
died in 1904, leaving three children, as follows: 
Mrs. Ford Warren, of Leipsic, who has two chil- 
dren, a son and a daughter; Charles O., who enlisted 
for service in the World war, in Company M, One 
Hundred and ‘Forty-Fifth United States Infantry, 
and died at Camp Sheridan, Montgomery, Alabama, 
in January, 1918; and Helen Elizabeth, living at 
home. Mr. Baker married in 1906 Dora E. Rice, 
who is a daughter of Seth E. and Catherine (Mer- 
ritt) Rice, and a sister of the wife of his partner, 
Alfred G. Spees. Five children have blessed the 
union of Mr. and Mrs. Baker, namely: Eugene 
Lamar, born in 1908; Frank Owen, born in 1910; 
Bernardine Idona, born in 1912; Bernice Hope, 
born in 1914, died at the age of two months; and 
Mary Frances, born in 1919. In his political affilia- 
tions Mr. Baker is a sound Republican, but has 
never been an aspirant for official honors. Fra- 
ternally he is identified by membership with three 
Lima organizations, belonging to the Tribe of Ben 
Hur, to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
to the Knights of the Maccabees. Religiously he is 
a valued member of the First United Brethren 
Church. 


Harotp Pierson. All occupations do not offer 
equal chances of success, but each one has its advan- 
tages and disadvantages, and these are more evenly 
balanced than is generally supposed. It is impossible 
to formulate any exact rules to govern every man’s 
conduct. Time, Iccality, discoveries, inventions, 
political and social changes, are ever affecting the 
prospects of trades and professions. However, there 
are certain fundamental principles upon which ulti- 
mate success may be definitely built, among them 
being a decided natural bent in any one direction, 
sterling integrity of character, and an aptitude for 
meeting the demands of a trade, all of which will 
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work out for leadership if properly directed. Energy, 
adaptability, perseverance and tact must also be 
added, and the inborn power of intelligence brought 
to bear upon the everyday affairs if the man in 
question seeks to rise above those with whom he 
is associated. Harold Pierson, of Elida, senior 
member of the firm of Fry & Pierson, dealers in 
auto accessories and repairers of automobiles, is 
one of the successful business men of Allen County, 
to whom the above applies very closely. 

Harold Pierson was born on a farm near Elida 
February 3, 1892, a son of J. E. and Margaret 
Anderson, farming people of English stock, estab- 
lished in Allen County during its pioneer period. 
J. E. Pierson owns and operates 140 acres of land. 
Of the two children born to him and his wife, 
Harold is the younger. He attended the public 
schools of Elida, and was graduated from its high 
school in 1911, following which he was engaged in 
work on the homestead until he was twenty-three 
years old. At that time he went to Lima and for 
two years was in the employ of the Garford Truck 
Company of that city as auto inspector, and learned 
with them the trade of an auto mechanic. Returning 
to Elida at the expiration of that period, he went 
into business on his own account in partnership with 
Glenn Fry, under the name of Fry & Pierson, and 
they have built up a splendid trade throughout a 
territory embracing ten miles, and are recognized 
as expert workmen and nice people with whom to 
do business. 

In 1915 Mr. Pierson was married to Freda Mors- 
man, a daughter of Frank and Mary (Keller) 
Morsman, of Elida, and they have one son, Wayne 
Orlo. Mr. Pierson is a democrat. He belongs to 
Elida Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
The Methodist Episcopal Church holds his mem- 
bership. Still a young man in the very prime of 
life, Mr. Pierson is fortunate in having already so 
firmly established himself in his own business, and 
at the same time won appreciation as a man from 
his fellow citizens. 


JeHu Epcar JoHN. During the past century some 
of the most sterling citizens and active business men 
of the Elida community have been members of the 
John family. One of them is Jehu Edgar John, 
whose interests have included a wide range—farm- 
ing, retail and wholesale meat business, grain dealing 
and other enterprises. Mr. John is now practically 
retired from business and still lives at Elida. 

He was born at Elida in 1864, son of Jesse J. and 
Mary (Roush) John. He is of Quaker Welsh ances- 
try, and is descended from a Welshman who came 
to this country and settled in Pennsylvania and 
inverted his name, making it Griffith John instead 
of John Griffith. The grandfather of Mr. John was 
a surveyor and one of the pioneer farmers of 
Northwestern Ohio. 

Jehu Edgar John attended the public schools of 
his native town to the age of seventeen, and while 
in school and until his marriage his energies were 
employed on the old homestead farm, a portion of 
which was within the city limits of Elida. In 1883 
Mr. John married Emma Myers, daughter of Daniel 
and Rebecca (Spangler) Myers, of Elida. Three 
children were born to their marriage, one of whom, 
Harold, died in 1892, at the age of eight years, 
and the only one now living is Lena, Mrs. Irvin 
Sherrick, of Elida. 
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Following his marriage Mr. John was employed 
for four years and eight months as a Pennsylvania 
Railroad section hand. For another two years he 
was foreman in the saw mill of Brenneman & 
Steman. Hard work brought about ill health and 
for three years he was practically an invalid. On 
resuming business he bought the only meat market 
at Elida, conducted it five years, did a wholesale 
butcher business, and after selling his shop con- 
tinued as a leading livestock buyer for about twenty 
years. Mr. John made most of his money in the 
livestock business. For a number of years he was 
associated with his brother, C. E. John, under the 
firm name of John Brothers, owners and operators 
of the grain elevator at Lafayette, Ohio. Mr. John 
was also in the wholesale hay and grain business 
for several years. 

Since September, 1919, he has considered himself 
practically retired from business responsibilities. 
However, he is a stockholder in the Farmers Bank 
of Elida and the Elida Equity Exchange Elevator. 
In politics he votes as a republican, and at one time 
was defeated by a small margin as candidate for 
director of the Allen County Infirmary. He is 
affliated with Elida Lodge No. 818 of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a trustee of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Joun W. Cotner. From the active interests of 
his farm a mile and three-quarters north of Kemp 
John W. Cotner has extended his helpful enter- 
prise to some of the important business and civic 
undertakings of his locality. He is a man of worth 
and fine character, and widely known over Allen 
County. 

Mr. Cotner was born in Shawnee Township of 
Allen County June 12, 1861, a son of Thomas and 
Sarah (Silver) Cotner. His father was born in 
Washington County, Pennsylvania, in 1831 and his 
mother in Stark County, Ohio, in 1835. The Cotner 
family when they left Southwestern Pennsylvania 
first established a home in Tuscarawas County, in 
1845 came to Allen County and settled on Sugar 
Creek. In that then pioneer locality Thomas Cotner 
grew to manhood. He married in Stark County 
Miss Sarah Silver who had grown up there. After 
his marriage he bought thirty-five acres at the north- 
west corner of the Reserve, but a year or two later 
traded this for fifty-three acres and bought an addi- 
tional forty acres, constituting a farm which with 
the improvements he added made him a comfortable 
home and source of livelihood the rest of his years. 
Both parents were active in church and the father 
was a republican. They were the parents of seven 
children, and the five still living are John W.; Clara, 
wife of S. D. Carr, of 800 West Kibby Street, Lima; 
William, a farmer in Colorado; Ollie, wife of Wil- 
liam Swartz, of Lima; and Charles, a farmer in 
Shawnee Township. 

John W. Cotner when one year old accompanied 


- the family to Amanda Township, and in that locality 


he grew up, acquiring a district school education, 
supplemented by a course at Valpataiso Normal in 
Indiana. For one term he taught in Sugar Creek 
Township, but his chief work for fifteen years was 
at the carpenter’s trade. While working as a car- 
penter he was in Springfield, Illinois, for some time 
and there met Miss Helena Schlitt, a native of that 
city. They were married March 22, 1899, and to 
their marriage were born two children: Herman, 
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who is a graduate of the Lima High School and is 
now a student in the Ohio State University, and 
Ruth, still in high school. 

The family are members of the Lutheran Church 
at Elida and Mr. Cotner is a republican. Besides 
looking after his farm he is one of the directors 
of the Farmers Equity Exchange, is secretary and 
treasurer and director of the Farmers Bank of 
_Elida, and is also president of the Elida Mutual 
Telephone Company. 


Jupce Frep C, BECKER is now in his second term 
as probate judge of Allen County, is a former 
mayor of the City of Lima, and for several years 
was actively associated in law practice with his 
father, the Becker name having been prominent in 
legal circles in Allen County for over forty-five 
years. 

Judge Becker was born at Lima September 18, 
1875, son of M. L. and Mary J. (Fenstermaker) 


Becker. His parents were natives of Trumbull 
County, Ohio, where they were married. The 
paternal grandparents were Fred C. and Mary 


(Everett) Becker, the former a native of Germany 


and the latter of Mahoning County, Ohio. The 
maternal grandparents were Adam and Eliza 
(Schoenberger) Fenstermaker, natives of Penn- 
sylvania. 


M. L. Becker located at Lima about 1872, but 
subsequently returned to Trumbull County for his 
wife. Both are still living.in Lima. M. L. Becker 
served many years as justice of the peace and was 
also on the Common Pleas Bench. 

Judge Becker, only child of his parents, acquired 
his high school education at Lima and graduated in 
law from the Western Reserve University in 1897. 
He returned to Lima to help his father in the law, 
and they were associated in partnership until the 
fall of 1912, when Fred Becker was elected probate 
judge. He has been very successful in handling the 
business of his office and has effected many adjust- 
ments of difficult cases satisfactory to all parties. 
He was re-elected and is now serving his second 
term. He served as mayor of Lima from 1908 to 
1909. Judge Becker is a democrat and is a mem- 
ber of Lima Lodge No. 54 of the Elks, Loyal Order 
of Moose‘No. 199, and the Modern Woodmen of 
America. He married in November, 1904, Caroline 
Jones. Mrs. Becker was born near Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, daughter of Emory and Mary (Rakestraw) 
Jones. 


ANTHONY PETER ZENDER. A gifted and accom- 
plished musician, Anthony Peter Zender, of Lima, 
was endowed by nature not only with artistic talent 
of a high order, but with excellent business ability 
and energy, and as proprietor of a finely equipped 
music store on North Main Street he is carrying 
on a thriving business, handling sheet music and 
musical instruments of all kinds and descriptions. 
A native of Ohio, he was born in 1864, on a farm 
in Big Spring Township, Seneca County, of German 
ancestry. 

His father, the late Minert Zender, was born in 
Baden, Germany, and there acquired his education. 
As a young man he immigrated to the United States, 
the land of plenty. Locating in Seneca County, 
Ohio, he subsequently bought a tract of land, and 
on the farm which he improved spent the remainder 
of his days, dying in 1866. His wife, whose maiden 
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name was Mary Wagner, survived him, passing away 
in 1878. They were the parents of nine children, 
Anthony P., the subject of this brief sketch, being 
the youngest. , 

Obtaining his preliminary education in the rural 
schools of Seneca County, Anthony Peter Zender 
continued his studies at Saint Vincent’s College for 
a time, paying especial attention while there to 
music. Going then to Latrobe, Pennsylvania, he 
took a business course and also a musical course, 
developing his talent as a violinist. Subsequently 
locating in Kenton, Ohio, he taught music there for 
sixteen years, giving lessons on the violin and other 
stringed instruments, and organized the Second 
Regimental Band, of which he -was leader for many 
years. In 1889 he there established a music store, 
and likewise engaged in the manufacture of cigars 
for the wholesale trade, employing his musicians 
as cigar makers. 

Coming from there to Lima in 1906, Mr. Zender 
established the “Tony Zender Cigar Factory” on 
North Main Street, and managed it until 1914, when 
he sold it. He had previously organized the Lima 
City Band, and in 1907 had bought the Starr Piano 
Company’s store on West High Street. Succeeding 
well in the management of his affairs, Mr. Zender 
found that his business required more cominodious 
quarters, and in 1910 moved to North Market Street, 
and in 1916 assumed possession of his present place 
of business on North Main Street, where he has 
the largest store of the kind in the city. Mr. Zender, 
who holds a distinguished position among the lead- 
ing musicians of Allen County, inherits in a large 
measure his musical tastes and talent from his father, — 
who was a noted violin and clarinet player in the 
fatherland. 

In 1885 Mr. Zender was united in marriage with 
Margaret Sullivan, of Kenton, Ohio, and of their 
union two children were born, Marguerite Mary 
and Marie. The death of Marie in 1914, when but 
eighteen years of age, was a grievous loss to her 
family and many friends. Marguerite Mary, a 
soprano singer of note, studied voice culture in New 
York City with Herbert Witherspoon, and later, 
with her sister, Marie, studied for the dramatic 
profession in Albany, New York. She was later 
associated with the De Wolf Hopper Company in 
the presentation of the “Better Ole” play, and was 
the leading woman of Victor Herbert’s musical 
comedy “Angel Face” and is now with George 
M. Cohan’s musical comedy “Mary.” Politically 
Mr. Zender is a democrat in national affairs, but in 
city matters votes without regard to party lines. 
Fraternally he is a member of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks. Religiously he is a valued 
member of Saint John’s Catholic Church, in which 
he was for several years tenor singer in the choir, 
and in which his daughter Marguerite formerly sang. 


Frank P. Suope. Ever since its incorporation 
Allen County has been noted for its phenomenal 
development, due partly to the fertility of its land, 
but more particularly to the energetic spirit and 
progressiveness of its agriculturists. Especially has 
this growth and development been apparent in great 
cultural counties of Ohio. One who has contributed 
strides and taken its place among the leading agri- 
his share to this advancement is Frank P. Shobe, 
who is the owner of a handsome and valuable prop- 
erty lying in section 26, Amanda Township. 
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Mr. Shobe was born on the farm which he now 
owns and operates, December 19, 1852, a son of 
Samuel and Mary (Gracy) Shobe, natives of Ross 
County, Ohio, the former born in 1831 and the latter 
in 1835. They were reared in their native county 
and came to Allen County during the early ’50s, the 
balance of their lives being passed here in agricul- 
tural pursuits on their Amanda Township property. 
They were honorable and God-fearing people and 
faithful church members, and were highly esteemed 
because of their many good qualities. Mr. Shobe 
was a democrat. He and his worthy wife were the 
parents of thirteen children, seven of whom are 
living: Harriet E.. now Mrs. McSane of Preble 
County Ohio; Rachael J., who is the wife of John 
Umbaugh of Allen County; Frank P.; Jacob W., a 
farmer of Shawnee Township, Allen County; Cyrus 
D., of Fulton County, Indiana; Harvey, of Lima, 
Ohio; and Martha, the wife of Lewis Crow, of 
Jackson Township, Allen County. 

Frank P. Shobe was given the advantages of 
attendance at the district schools of Amanda Town- 
ship and was reared to agricultural pursuits on the 
farm which he now occupies and which has been 
his home always. At the time of his marriage he 
and his wife took up their residence in the little 
building that had formerly served as the schoolhouse 
which he attended in his youth, but since then their 
circumstances have altered for the better, and at 
present they occupy a commodious and comfortable 
home, which is surrounded by other substantial farm 
buildings. The home property now consists of 222 
acres, which are devoted to the raising of the 
standard crops of the locality and the breeding of 
good grades of cattle, hogs and horses, and the 
improvements and general prosperity of this estate 
speak well for Mr. Shobe’s management and agricul- 
tural ability. Mr. Shobe’s reputation in business cir- 
cles is an excellent one, and he is a stockholder in 
the Equity Union Elevator at Elida. He is a demo- 
crat in his political allegiance, and Mrs. Shobe is 
a devout member of the Christian Union Church. 

On January 7, 1877, Mr. Shobe was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Mary C. Bowers, who was born in 
Amanda Township, Allen County, March 4, 1853, a 
daughter of William and Rebecca (Barnt) Bowers, 
the former a native of Fayette County, Ohio, and 
the latter of Pennsylvania. They were married in 
Allen County, where they passed their lives as agri- 
culturists and were highly respected by their neigh- 
bors. Mr. and Mrs. Shobe are the parents of four 
children: William L., engaged in farming in Amanda 
Township, who married Helen Fry; Ernest G., a 
resident of Lima, who married Carrie Miller; Owen, 
a graduate in pharmacy and now a chemist in Cleve- 
land, who married Edna Owen of that city; and 
Bertha, the wife of Enos Fosnaught, a farmer of 
Allen County. 


James B. Peters. The commercial interests of 
Kemp have grown consistently during the past sev- 
eral decades and the credit for this desirable state 
of affairs may be given to the business men who 
have centered their activities here and whose energy 
and modern methods have put the town on a sound 
financial basis, while co-operating with local citi- 
zens in looking after community interests. It may 
be said of James B. Peters, proprietor of the Peters 
Elevator at Kemp, that he has combined the qualities 
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of citizen and business man into a happy whole that 
is worthy of emulation. — 

Mr. Peters was born in American Township, Allen 
County, Ohio, May 15, 1869, a son of William S. 
and Mary (Brand) Peters. His father was born in 
Pickaway County, Ohio, August 16, 1842, and his 
mother in German (now American) Township, Allen 
County, August 13, 1848. Mr. Peters was reared in 
his home community and enlisted in May, 1861, in 
Company F, Thirteenth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, and continued to serve with the Union 
forces until receiving his honorable discharge on 
February 9, 1865, a part of this time, two years, being 
in the marine service, on the Mississippi River. At 
the close of the war he returned to St. Paul, Pick- 
away County, but soon thereafter came to Allen 
County, Ohio, where he married and settled on a 
farm in American Township. In 1876 he came to his 
present property in Amanda Township, where he is 
now living in retirement. Mr. Peters is a member 
of Armstrong Post, Grand Army of the Republic, 
at Lima; and of Deep Cut Lodge No. 311, Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows of Spencerville, 
Ohio, while he and his wife were formerly members 
of the Rebekahs. He is a republican in politics and 
Mrs. Peters belongs to the United Brethren Church. 
They were parents of six children: James B.; 
Armitta, the wife of J. N. Cremean of Florence, 
Colorado; Daisy, the wife of T. J. Ludwig of 
Lafayette, Ohio; Daisy’s twin, Myrtle, the wife of 
I. M. Cochran, professor in a college at Northfield, 
Minnesota; Harley B., of Marlow, Oklahoma; and 
Clyde B., who is engaged in farming near Lawton, 
Oklahoma. 

James B. Peters was reared on the home farm 
and received his education through attendance at 
the district schools, two years of study at high 
school, and instruction under Prof. John Davison. 
With this preparation, he entered upon a career as 
a teacher, a vocation which he followed in the pub- 
lic schools of Allen County for thirteen years, after 
which he settled down to farming in Amanda Town- 
ship. While he still has large and important farm- 
ing interests, since 1915 Mr. Peters has devoted him- 
self principally to operating his elevator, which he 
built at Kemp in 1915. He has built up an excellent 
patronage in fencing, coal, tile and other commodi- 
ties connected with a first-class modern elevator 
business, and in addition is a stockholder in the 
Elida Mutual Telephone Company and in the Lima 
Coal Company. His business standing is high and 
he is generally accounted one of the substantial men 
of his community. In politics he is a republican, 
but takes only a good citizen’s interest in political 
affairs. Fraternally he is affiliated with Acadia 
Lodge No. 306, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, 
and Deep Cut Lodge No. 311, Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows of Spencerville. Mr. Peters is a 
pillar of Bethel Christian Union Church, where he 
has been superintendent of the Sunday school since 
1912, a member of the Board of Trustees and sec- 
retary and treasurer of the board. He is also an 
honorary member of the United Brethren Church at 
Kemp and is serving as secretary and treasurer of 
the Church Board of Trustees. 

On March 27, 1895, Mr. Peters married Miss Fan- 
nie Odum, who was born in Marion Township, Allen 
County, May 17, 1870, and following their marriage 
they settled on Mr. Peters’ property in section 35 
Amanda Township. On January 9, 1903, was born 
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their daughter, Beatrice A., a graduate of Lima High 
School, class of 1920, who is now attending Ohio 
Wesleyan College at Delaware, Ohio. 


Henry Swartz. Allen County has its full quota 
of professional men, manufacturers and merchants, 
but particularly has it been noted for the high stand- 
ard set by its agriculturists, whose energy and enter- 
prise during the past several decades, have made this 
part of the state one of the garden spots of the 
Miami Valley. One of the progressive and enter- 
prising agriculturists who has played his role in 
this development and advancement is Henry Swartz, 
the owner of a well-cultivated property in section 25, 
Amanda Township. Mr. Swartz was born in this 
township, January 28, 1857, a son of Henry and 
Catherine (Day) Swartz, natives of Germany. 

The parents of Mr. Swartz were educated, reared 
and married in their native land, and shortly after 
the latter event emigrated to the United States and 
settled on a farm in Amanda Township, Allen 
County, where they spent some years. Eventually 
they disposed of this property and went to Van 
Wert County, Ohio, where they passed the remaining 
years of their lives. They were consistent members 
and liberal supporters of the Christian Union Church, 
in which Mr, Swartz served as a member of the 
Board of Trustees. Of their seven children, six are 
living: Catherine, the wife of Fred Newbreicht of 
Kansas; Christina, the wife of Squire Kohn; John, 
engaged in farming in Amanda Township; Margaret, 
the wife of Leslie Johnson; Henry; Curtis, whose 
death occurred in 1920; and Charles, a farmer in 
Van Wert County. 

Henry Swartz was reared on the home farms in 
Allen and Van Wert counties, where he attended 
the district schools and remained under the parental 
roof in the latter county until he was past twenty-one 
years of age, at which time he returned to Allen 
County and settled on the farm which he now occu- 
pies in section 25, Amanda Township. When he 
located on this property it was all in the woods, but 
industrious work gradually brought it to a state 
where it could be cultivated, and today it is one of 
the highly productive properties of this part of the 
county. Mr. Swartz owns 136 acres, upon which he 
carries on general farming, raising the standard 
crops and paying some attention to the raising of 
live stock. He has good buildings and substantial 
improvements and is justly accounted one of the 
well-to-do men of his community. A democrat in 
politics, he has served in several township offices, in 
which he has given a good account of his executive 
capacity. 

In 1877 Mr. Swartz was united in marriage with 
Miss Patience Allen, who was born in Allen County, 
and received a public school education. Three chil- 
dren have been born to them: Rosa, who is the wife 
of Cil Shoemaker and resides at Delphos, Ohio; 
William D., who is his father’s assistant on the home 
farm; and Mary E., who is unmarried and resides 
with her parents. Mr. and Mrs. Swartz are members 
of the Christian Union Church, which they support 
liberally. They are highly regarded in their com- 
munity, where they have numerous appreciative 
friends. 


Epwin DanA WeENTWoRTH. Thoroughly conver- 
sant with every branch of electrical engineering, 
Edwin Dana Wentworth of Lima, president of the 
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Wentworth-Dean Electrical Company, Incorporated, 
holds a position of prominence and influence as an 
electrical contractor, and in the solving of problems 
arising in his professional work his advice is always 
gladly welcomed and invariably needed. A son of 
Edwin A, Wentworth, he was born in 1874 in Irving, 
Marshall County, Kansas, of English ancestry. 

His grandfather, Hiram H. Wentworth, whose 
ancestors immigrated from Wadsworth, England, 
to New England, was born and reared in Providence, 
Rhode Island, where during his earlier life he was 
engaged in the manufacture of cotton print goods. 
Migrating to Kansas in 1855, he homesteaded in 
Douglas County, taking up land now included in 
the present site of the City of Topeka, and was there 
for many years engaged in farming and blacksmith- 
ing. Subsequently moving with his wife and four 
grown children to Marshall County, Kansas, both he 
and his wife spent the remainder of their lives in 
Irving, that county, her death occurring in 1881 and 
his in 1889, 

The youngest child of the parental household, 
Edwin A. Wentworth, was educated in the public 
schools of Topeka, Kansas. He began life for him- 
self at the age of sixteen years, always keeping busily 
employed, for many years working for the state, and 
later being in the rural mail service as a Govern- 
ment employe. Having accomplished a satisfactory 
work, he is now living retired at Fort Dodge, Kansas. 
His wife, whose maiden name was Margaret Doug- 
las, died in 1897, leaving six children, four daughters 
and two sons. 

Educated in the public schools of his native state, 
Edwin Dana Wentworth began the study of elec- 
trical engineering at the age of seventeen years, being 
employed in different firms. In the meantime he 
took a course in that study at the International Cor- 
respondence Schools at Scranton, Pennsylvania, 
receiving his diploma in 1892. Continuing work as 
an electrical engineer, he still further perfected his 
knowledge of electrical engineering by taking a 
course of study at the American School of Cor- 
respondence in Chicago, Illinois, receiving his 
diploma from there in 1907. 

During the earlier part of his active career 
Mr. Wentworth was electrical engineer for a con- 
struction company at Buffalo, New York, for thir- 
teen years, gaining valuable experience and knowl- 
edge. Coming to Lima in 1906, he started in business 
as an electrical contractor with W. O. Dean, becom- 
ing head of the firm of Wentworth & Dean, which 
was incorporated in 1908, Mr. Wentworth being 
made president of the concern, which has established 
a large and lucrative business, extending within a 
radius of 200 miles in any direction, 

Mr. Wentworth married in 1897 Margaret Gille, 
daughter of Henry Gille, of Gratiot, Wisconsin, and 
they have three children, Edwin Henry, Ethel Reid 
and Ruth Edna. In his political relations Mr. Went- 
worth is a sound republican. Fraternally he is a 
member of Atchison, Kansas, Lodge, Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons; of the Loyal Order of Moose; 
of the Modern Woodmen of America, and of the 
eee a and Protective Order of Elks, No. 54, of 

ima, 


JAMeEs Baxter has lived a career as a substantial 
and highly respected farmer and business man in 
that locality of Allen County where he was born and 
reared. The farm which he has cultivated many 


HISTORY OFVALLEN COUNTY 


years and where he has his home is in Amanda 
Township, section 23, on rural route No. 6, nine 
miles southeast of Delphos. 

Mr. Baxter was born in Amanda Township 
October 19,°1859, son of Samuel and Rachel (Cre- 
mean) Baxter. These are Allen County family 
names known from pioneer days. Both parents were 
born in Allen County. Samuel Baxter grew up on 
the farm where he was born in Amanda Township, 
acquired a common school education, and a few 
years after his marriage he left home to enlist in 
response to the call for patriotic duty in Company I 
of the Thirty-Fourth Ohio Infantry. He was in the 
service through many campaigns and at the battle of 
Winchester, Virginia, in 1864, met death like a true 
soldier. At that time he was corporal of his com- 
pany. Politically tie was a democrat, and he and his 
wife were Methodists. He was the father of three 
children: Mary, who died in infancy; James, and 
Elizabeth, wife of James Cochran of Marion Town- 
ship. The widowed mother married for her second 
husband George W. Moore, but the only child of 
their marriage, John, is now deceased. 

James Baxter was only five years old when his 
father died. He grew up on the farm with his 
mother, attended common schools, and the National 
Normal University at Lebanon, Ohio. For several 
years he was a teacher in Allen County and left the 
school room to take up farming. 

In July, 1883, he married Clara McBride, daughter 
of Levi and Drusilla (Daugherty) McBride. After 
his marriage Mr. Baxter bought a farm in Amanda 
Township, but eventually sold that and bought his 
present place, where he owns seventy well cultivated 
acres. He has always raised some stock, and his 
interests outside the farm are represented as a 
stockholder in the Farmers Equity Elevator at Elida. 
He has also served as township clerk of Amanda 
and is a democrat in his palitical affiliations. 

Mr. and Mrs. Baxter have three sons who have 
made splendid progress in individual careers of their 
own. The oldest, Charles W., lives in Marion 
Township and married Clona Counsellor. The sec- 
ond son, Chester C., who married Emma: Washing- 
ton, graduated in the scientific course from the Ohio 
Northern University at Ada, for several years was 
employed in the Government patent office at Wash- 
ington and while there graduated from the law 
department of George Washington University, and 
is now connected with the legal department of the 
Victor Talking Machine Company as assistant coun- 
sel. Edward L., the third son, graduated from 
Otterbein University, also took post-graduate work 
in Columbia University, and is now superintendent 
of schools at Westerville, Ohio. He married Ger- 
trude Post, a daughter of Charles C. Post. 
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Frep F. Mirter. The farming element is very 
strong in Allen County, for this is essentially an 
agricultural locality, both soil and climate contribut- 
ing to its qualifications for the successful promo- 
tion of farming and stock raising interests. Of 
the younger generation of agriculturists who have 
accepted the favorable conditions found here and 
have achieved success thereby, one whose accom- 
plishments are worthy of mention is Fred F. Miller, 
whose well-improved and highly cultivated property 
is located in section 25, Amanda Township, two miles 
west and two miles south of Elida, on rural route 
No. 2. : 
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Mr. Miller was born in Amanda Township, 
February 2, 1890, a son of John H. and Clara E. 
(Sherrick) Miller, and a grandson of Fielding and 
Elizabeth (Strayer) Miller, natives of Fairfield 
County, where they were married, subsequently resi- 
dents of Hancock County and finally pioneers of 
Allen County. Upon the arrival of the grandparents, 
Fielding Miller entered land from the United States 
Government in Amanda Township, where he contin- 
ued to carry on farming during the rest of his life. 
He was the father of nine children: Mary J., Sarah 
A., Samuel S., Nancy E., William, Wesley, John H., 
reas and Alice Elizabeth. Of these four are 
iving. 

John H. Miller was born in Amanda Township, 
Allen County, where he received a common school 
education and was reared to the pursuits of farming. 
He has passed his life in the vocation to which he 
was reared and through industry and good manage- 
ment has made a success of his career, being 
accounted one of the substantial men of his com- 
munity. He and his wife have had four children, 
of whom three are living: Noah C., who married 
Callie Strayer and is farming in Amanda Township; 
Fred F., and Alice, who is unmarried and makes her 
home with her parents on the farm. 

Fred F. Miller is indebted to the district schools 
of Amanda Township and the Lima Business College 
for his educational training. His first experience 
other than that gained on the home farm, was 
obtained through his employment in the oil fields, 
where he worked for two years, following which 
he took up farming as his life work. At the present 
time he is the owner of a productive and modernly 
improved property of eighty acres, which he is cul- 
tivating in a way that makes it pay him well for his 
labors and is a stockholder in the Elida Equity Union 
Elevator and the Elida Telephone Company. He is 
a republican in his political affiliation and he and 
Mrs. Miller belong to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Zion. In addition to general farming he 
is engaged to some extent in stock raising, and in 
both directions is considered capable and well 
informed. 

On November 25, 1911, Mr. Miller was united in 
marriage with Henrietta L. Cremeau, who was born 
in Allen County, a daughter of Stephen Cremeau of 
Amanda Township, and to this union there have 
come two children: John C., born October 8, 1913, 
and Dorothy E., born January 3, 1917. 


Tuomas J. Haverstick. A native son of Allen 
County Thomas J. Haverstick has been identified 
with the county’s agricultural and live stock inter- 
ests for over forty years. As a youth he began 
buying stock and in that business has gained a wide 
range of acquaintance. Mr. Haverstick owns a 
well improved farm in Amanda Township on rural 
route No. 2 out of Elida, five miles southwest of 
that town. 

He was born in Delphos December 24, 1856, son 
of Martin N. and Mary J. (Russell) Haverstick. 
His mother was one of the first white children born 
in Amanda Township. His father, a native of Penn- 
sylvania, came to Allen County when a young man, 
learned the miller’s trade and for a time was in busi- 
ness for himself at Dayton until he met financial 
misfortune. Returning to Spencerville he was head 
miller of the local establishment and later was 
employed in mills at Delphos. He finally retired to 
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a farm in Amanda Township and spent the rest of 
his life in the agricultural community. He was a 
man of fine principles and thoroughly esteemed all 
over Allen County. Politically he voted as a repub- 
lican. Martin Haverstick and wife had six children, 
four of whom are still living: Savannah, wife of 
James Sherrick; Thomas J.; Mattie E., and Netta 
L., twins, the former the wife of George W. Strayer 
and the latter unmarried. 

Thomas J. Haverstick grew up in Amanda Town- 
ship, had a common school education and began life 
for himself as a stock buyer at the age of twenty- 
one. In 1884 he married Miss Gertrude Brooks, who 
was born in Iowa but was reared in Allen County. 
After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Haverstick 
located in Amanda Township and have had their 
home here for over thirty-five years. Mr. Hayer- 
stick is a republican voter. He and his wife have 
ten living children named Ethel, Elizabeth, Nellie, 
Allen, Mary, Anna, Hazel, Iva, Edward and Jennie. 


Frank M. LeecuH. While American cities may 
never be able to show to the world a new Rheims 
Cathedral, there is no reason to believe that the 
soul of architectural art does not dwell here, there 
being thousands of examples of magnificent design- 
ing and building from one end of the country to 
the other. In other lands and in older times great 
structures were reared, the beauty of which attract 
the eye, but it is in America that the palaces that 
spread over the land and reach toward the sky not 
only have beauty of design but of utility also and 
possess every comfort that modern life demands. 
Lima has many beautiful buildings of this class, 
. schools, churches, residences and business blocks, 
and the majority of these have been designed by a 
prominent firm of architects of this city, Leech & 
Leech, the senior member of which is Frank M. 
Leech, well known in many city activities. 

Frank M. Leech was born at Elida in Allen 
County, Ohio, August 5, 1866, the eldest of five 
children born to William F. and Mary (Ritenour) 
Leech, all of whom survive. The family is of 
Scotch-Irish stock and was founded in America- by 
the great-grandfather. Jesse Leech, the grand- 
father, was probably the first of the family to own 
land in Allen County, and he died on his farm 
near Elida, in which city William F. Leech later 
became a building contractor. The family came to 
Lima in 1880, and the father died in this city in 
1910, the mother having passed away January 12, 
1898. They were people of worth, quiet and unpre- 
tentious, but influential in ways that left kind memo- 
ries behind them. 

Frank M. Leech attended the public schools at 
Elida and the high school at Lima for two years. 
When sixteen years old he started as an apprentice 
under his father to the carpenter’s trade, and with 
so competent an instructor learned it very thor- 
oughly. Afterward he worked with other carpen- 
ters and then went into the carpenter and building 
business for himself. He was twenty-six years old 
when he decided to perfect his architectural knowl- 
edge, which in his work as a builder he had fre- 
quently to bring into play because of poor designs 
furnished him by others. Architecture and building 
are allied trades in a way, but the real architect has 
designing talent that the builder never claims. When 
Mr. Leech began the study of his profession with the 
idea of devoting himself to it entirely he found a 
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wide field to cover, but perseverance and talent suun 
enabled him to make headway, and in 1897 he became 
associated with his brother, Charles M. Leech, also 
an architect, under the firm name of Leech & Leech. 
Charles M. Leech passed away January 27, 1921. 
Their work includes plans for city and country 
homes, office buildings, steel and reinforced concrete 
construction structures for every purpose and espe- 
cially schools and churches. The Whittier and Gar-. 
field schoolhouses are examples of perfect modern 
school structure designing, and they filled contracts 
tor various types of buildings within a radius of 
fifty miles in the country. Mr. Leech devotes much 
of his time to his profession but has additional 
financial interests. S 

In early manhood Mr. Leech was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Mary T. Hursh, who is a daughter of 
John and Clara M. (Stewart) Hursh, of Mansfield, 
Ohio, and they have two children, Clara M. and 
Marjorie P. The latter is the wife of John J. 
Paine, who is chief chemist of the Carnegie Steel 
Company at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Leech is a man who has always recognized 
political responsibility. During the active period of 
that branch of the republican party dominated by 
the progressive party he was a member of the state 
and county executive committees, and still cherishes 
the high standards of citizenship demanded by its 
noble founder. In the critical times brought about 
by the great war and its resulting misunderstandings 
a steady man of firm business standing, unselfish 
aims and true Americanism was a most valuable asset 
to any organization. He belongs to the order of Elks 
and also the order of Moose, is past chancellor of 
the Knights of Pythias, is a factor in the Chamber 
of Commerce, is an enthusiastic promoter of the 
Lima Auto Club and is a valued member of the 
Kiwanis Club. With his family he belongs to 
Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church, Lima. 


Epna D. Hurtey. The constantly growing eager- 
ness of women to attain positions in the business 
world formerly occupied only by members of the 
sterner sex has resulted in the formation of a num- 
ber of enterprises the success of which has exem- 
plified without the question of a doubt the entire 
fitness of women to compete effectively with men in 
the marts of commerce and trade. It is not unnat- 
ural to find women in the business ranks managing 
ventures associated with the finer things of life, but 
it is not so common to find them identified with 
enterprises whose activities concern the handling 
of the coarser necessities of the world. Yet it is 
in the latter field that Miss Edna D. Hurley, of the 
Hurley-Buchholtz Company, of Lima, has established 
a recognized position for herself in the business 
world, this concern being a wholesale dealer in 
grain, hay and feed. 

Miss Hurley was born on a farm in Clinton 
County, Ohio, a daughter of W. A. and Emma 
(Oglesbee) Hurley. She was educated in the coun- 
try schools and having had some musical training 
and being impatient to make her own way in the 
world, she left the parental roof and for one year 
earned her livelihood by giving piano lessons. In 
this field of endeavor, however, she did not fee! 
that she was making sufficient progress, and when the 
opportunity offered accepted a position with the 
Pollock Grain Company at Middle Point, Ohio, 
where she filled the positions of bookkeeper and 
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stenographer, accomplishments which she learned 
while performing her office duties. During the nine 
years in which she was connected with this concern 
she applied herself assiduously to learning every 
detail of the grain business. Eventually she felt her- 
self fully equipped in this direction, and June 1, 
1916, came to Lima, where with Miss Emma Buch- 
holtz she founded the Hurley-Buchholtz Company, 
wholesale dealers in hay, grain and feed, with offices 
at 511-12 Citizens Building and a grain elevator at 
West Cairo, Ohio. 

This concern, under capable management, met 
with almost immediate success, and since its incep- 
tion its operations have been increasing constantly 
in scope and importance. At the present time the 
Hurley-Buchholtz Company buys its product all 
over northwestern Ohio and northeastern Indiana, 
and ships to points throughout the east and south. 
The firm enjoys an excellent commercial rating and 
its members have the entire confidence and unques- 
tioned esteem of their fellow members in the trade. 
Miss Hurley is a member of the National Hay Asso- 
ciation, the conventions of which she atetnds regu- 
larly, keeping herself well posted in all matters per- 
taining to the trade and market. She is a member 
of the Pythian Sisters at Middle Point, Ohio, and of 
the Trinity Methodist Church at Lima. 


Estey C. Y1IncLInG, M. D. In the medical circles 
of Allen County Dr. Estey C. Yingling has attained 
merited distinction as a specialist in the treatment 
and cure of affections of the eye, ear, nose and 
throat. Still a young man, with his best years before 
him, his career has been one of steady and consistent 
progress, and at Lima, where he has been engaged 
in practice since 1917, with the exception of the 
time spent in military service, he has gained public 
confidence and the esteem of his fellow practitioners. 

Doctor Yingling was born January 27, 1881, in 
McKean County, Pennsylvania, a son of W. W. and 
Amanda M. (Baker) Yingling. He comes of sturdy 
Pennsylvania Dutch and Welsh stock and of agricul- 
tural forebears, and was reared in the oil field region 
of the Keystone State, where his father had a small 
farm. W. W. Yingling died April 1, 1920, while his 
widow still survives as a resident of Celina, Ohio. 
After attending the graded schools of Lima, Ohio, 
and Logansport, Indiana, and the high school at 
Celina, Estey C. Yingling entered Miami University, 
Oxford, Ohio, in 1898. He took the freshman 
course only, then entering upon his professional 
studies at Starling Medical College, Columbus, in 
the fall of 1900. He was graduated form that insti- 
tution with the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1906, 
and since that time has pursued a_ post-graduate 
course at the Manhattan Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat 
Infirmary, New York City, and two courses at 
St. Bartholomew Clinic, also in New York. Fol- 
lowing his graduation from Starling Medical Col- 
lege, Doctor Yingling spent one year as interne at 
St. Francis Hospital, Columbus, Ohio, then begin- 
ning the practice of his profession at Beaver Dam, 
Ohio, where he was located from 1907 to 1917. In 
the latter year he changed his field of activity to 
Lima, and was engaged in practice until August, 
1918, when he enlisted in the United States Army 
Medical Corps at Columbus, and was sent to Camp 
Greenleaf, Chickamauga Park, where he was 
assigned to the First Battalion, remaining eight 
weeks. Doctor Yingling was then assigned to 
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detached service and went to Detroit, where he was 
identified with the department of air craft produc- 
tion, and continued to be so engaged until April 1, 
1919, when he received his honorable discharge. 
Returning then to Lima, he resumed his practice as 
a specialist in diseases of the eye, ear, nose and 
throat, with offices in the Eilerman Building. His 
practice has shown a gratifying increase both in size 
and importance, and he is meritedly numbered 
among the rising men of his department of the 
medical profession. 

In 1903 Doctor Yingling was united in marriage 
with Miss Amy Clark of Celina, Ohio, daughter of 
John and Sarah (Patterson) Clark, and of this union 
there have been born two children: Walter E. and 
Amy Martha. Doctor and Mrs. Yingling are con- 
sistent members of the Methodist Church. His 
professional connections include membership in the 
Allen County Medical Society, the Ohio State Medi- 
cal Society and the Northwestern Ohio Medical 
Association. Fraternally he is a member of the 
Masons and the Elks, and in politics he is inclined 
to favor the candidates of republicanism, although 
not strictly bound by party lines. 


Ropert Ray WaGENMAN,. Possessing excellent 
business judgment and discrimination, Robert Ray 
Wagenman, manager of the Ottawa Paint Company, 
is actively identified with the promotion of the mer- 
cantile interests of Lima, where he is carrying on a 
large and lucrative trade. A native of Pennsylvania, 
he was born in 1883 near Greenville, Mercer County, 
a son.of William and Eliza (Oakes) Wagenman. 
On the paternal side he comes from German ances- 
try, and on the maternal side is of English lineage. 

Brought up in his native county, Robert Ray 
Wagenman was educated in the public schools of 
Greenville. Subsequently becoming an expert teleg- 
rapher he was for ten months telegraph operator and 
station agent for the New York & Hudson River 
Railroad Company at Raymilton, Pennsylvania. 
Going from there to Bessemer in the same state, he 
served for six months in the same capacity for the 
Lake Erie Railroad Company, later being similarly 
employed at Port Perry. Resigning his position, 
Mr. Wagenman entered the employ of the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railroad Company, with which he was iden- 
tified at different times for ten years, for three years 
being station agent and telegraph operator at Ren- 
frew, Butler County, Pennsylvania. 

Changing his occupation, Mr. Wagenman became 
associated with the R. F. Johnston Paint Company 
of Cincinnati as traveling salesman and remained 
with that firm fifteen months, the territory which he 
covered including the entire State of Ohio. Accept- 
ing his present position with the Ottawa Paint Com- 
pany as manager of its Lima branch house, he 
located in Lima on January 1, 1919, and has since 
established a large and constantly increasing trade, 
his patronage not being confined within the city 
limits, but extending into the country for twenty- 
five or more miles in any direction. 

Mr. Wagenman married in 1904 Lena Clark, a 
daughter of Simpson and Pearlina Clark, of Sandy 
Lake, Pennsylvania, and they have one child, Pauline, 
born in 1906. In his political relations Mr. Wagen- 
man is a republican, but is not strictly bound to party 
lines, his vote being cast in favor of the best men. 
He is a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, belonging to Hampton Lodge No. 1004, of 
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Pennsylvania, and is also a member of the Kiwanis 
Club and the Knights of Commercial Travelers. 
Religiously Mr. and Mrs. Wagenman are Presby- 
terians. 


RicuHarp E. SmitH has had some share in the 
industrial work of Allen County, though the greater 
part of his years have been spent at farming. He 
is a dairyman and stock farmer and owner of one 
of the best improved places in Perry Township, his 
home being on rural route No. 6 out of Lima. 

-Mr. Smith was born in American Township of 
Allen County November 4, 1864, son of William B. 
and Barbara (Conrad) Smith. His parents were 
natives of Fairfield County, Ohio. His maternal 
grandfather, George Conrad, was a native of Penn- 
sylvania. From Fairfield County William B. Smith 
and wife moved to Allen County and bought more 
than 300 acres of land in what was then German, 
now American, Township. He had barely started 
the improvement of the farm when his death 
occurred on July 2, 1864, several months before the 
birth of his son Richard E. The widowed mother 
afterward married Samuel Baumgardner, who died 
five or six years later, and she continued to live on 
the old homestead farm until her death at the very 
advanced age of ninety-five, in March, 1920. Rich- 
ard E. Smith was the youngest of a number of chil- 
dren. Isabel, the oldest, is Mrs. Wesley Reed, of 
Bucklin, Ohio; Taylor lives at Lima; Harrison is 
deceased; George is a resident of Cleveland; Mary, 
widow of Jackson Keller, is a resident of Muskegon, 
Michigan; Martin lives at Lima; William has his 
home in American Township; Ellen is Mrs. John 
Baumgardner, of Elida, Ohio; Sarah is Mrs. Gil- 
bert Shook, of Muncie, Indiana; and Jacob is 
deceased, his widow living in Perry Township. 

Richard E, Smith grew up in his mother’s home, 
was educated in the district schools, and was married 
at the age of twenty-six, on May 20, 1890, to Eliza- 
beth Alexander. She was born at Allentown in Allen 
County, a daughter of James and Lydia (Crimeau) 
Alexander. Her grandparents, Adam and Elizabeth 
(Housel) Alexander, were natives of Connecticut, 
while her maternal grandparents were John and 
Nancy (Docerty) Crimeau. 

After his marriage Mr. Smith continued to live on 
the home farm and managed it for his mother two 
years. He then went to Lima and found a place in 
the steel works of that city, and for some time was 
foreman of a crane crew. He was with the steel 
works fifteen months, until the plant was shut down 
on account of fire. Mr. Smith then went into the 
oil fields around St. Mary’s, and had a varied assign- 
ment of duties at nearly everything connected with 
the oil industry for about seven years. In the mean- 
time he had bought twenty acres in Amanda Town- 
ship, and on leaving St. Mary’s moved to that farm, 
where he resided three years. Leaving Allen County, 
he bought seventy acres in Wilshire Township of 
Van Wert County, and was busily engaged in farm- 
ing there for several years. Mr. Smith lost his 
wife while in Van Wert County on May 30, 1905. 
In 1906 he returned to Allen County and bought 
ninety-five acres in section 32 of Perry Township. 
He has added to the residence, built a complete new 
equipment of barns and other farm buildings, and 
has made many improvements to increase the effi- 
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ciency and value of the place. Ninety acres are 
under cultivation and five acres stili constitute a 
wood lot. This is the Elm Row Farm, and is devoted 
to general farming, the raising of Holstein cattle 
for dairy purposes, registered Duroc Jersey hogs and 
White Leghorn chickens. ] 

Mr. Smith has both children and grandchildren, 
most of whom live in Allen County: Terry, a resi- 
dent of Lima, married Florence Kitterman and has 
three children, Lester, Ralph and Floyd; Violet 
Chloe, her father’s housekeeper, is the wife of Roy 
Pethtel and has a son, Melvin Gail; Lelia Grace is 
the wife of Walter Fritz, of Perry Township, and 
has four children, Matilda, Violet, Geraldine and 
Walter; Belva lives with her sister Leila Grace, and 
has one daughter, Vivian Vondale; Berlin, of Lima, 
married Claudice Young. Mr. Smith is a member 
of the United Brethren Church at Elida, is an 
independent voter and has filled all the chairs in 
Tent No. 190 of the Knights of the Maccabees at 
St. Mary’s. 


Witiam Francis Foust. Noteworthy among the 
well-known and highly esteemed citizens of Lima is 
William Francis Foust, who is intimately associated 
with the advancement of one of the most important 
industrial interests of the community, being manager 
of the Lima branch of the Ohio Dairy Company, of 
which he is a stockholder. He was born in 1878 in 
Hicksville, Defiance County, Ohio, a son of George 
and Nettie (Horton) Foust, who are now living in 
Bryan, Ohio. He is of Dutch and English lineage, 
and is descended on both sides of the house from 
early American families of note, his ancestors on 
the maternal side having been interested in the 
banking affairs of the country, and on the paternal 
side having been prominent agriculturists. 

Acquiring his elementary education in the public 
schools of Defiance County, William Francis Foust 
was prepared for college at Fayette Academy, and 
in 1902 was graduated from the University of 
Toronto with the degree of Veterinary Surgeon, at 
the same time capturing the Materia Medica honors. 
Locating immediately in Bryan, Ohio, he was 
engaged in the practice of his profession in that 
place until 1912. Moving to Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
he served as road superintendent for the Denmark 
Condensed Milk Company for a year and a half, 
and was afterward associated with the Ohio Dairy 
Company at Toledo for two and a half years, gain- 
ing valuable knowledge and experience in scientific 
dairying. Continuing with the same company, 
Mr. Foust superintended the management of the 
plant at Columbus, Ohio, for fifteen months, and 
when that was sold assumed charge of the Lima 
plant, with which he has since been identified. In 
this capacity he has built up an extensive and remun- 
erative trade, manufacturing nothing but butter, 
which he ships to all parts of the country, even to 
the far east, the products of his factory being known 
in the leading markets and are in great demand. 

Mr. Foust married in 1902 Estelle Fancannon, 
daughter of S. L. and —— (Burkstresser) Fan- 
cannon, of Wauseon, Ohio. They have no children. 
Politically Mr. Foust supports the principles of the 
republican party in national affairs, but locally votes 
for the best men and measures.- Fraternally he 
belongs to two Bryan lodges, the Knights of Pythias 
and the Knights of the Maccabees. 
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Tuomas N. Kinn. Possessing good executive and 
business ability and a thorough knowledge of every- 
thing pertaining to plumbing, heating, and ventilat- 
ing, Thomas N. Kinn, junior member of the Jones- 
Kinn Engineering Company, of Lima, is actively 
and prominently identified with the growth and 
expansion of the industrial interests of city and 
county, his services being in constant demand. A 
son of Frank and Clementina (Kochomeyer) Kinn, 
he was born in 1883 in Hestrich, Belgium, where his 
father was for many years engaged in business as 
a lumber dealer. 

Immigrating to America with his family in 1892, 
Frank Kinn settled in Fostoria, Ohio, where he is 
still a resident. He was a stationary engineer during 
his active career, and having accumulated a fair 
share of this world’s goods is now living retired, 
enjoying the fruits of his earlier years of toil. 

Brought up in Fostoria, Thomas N. Kinn was 
educated in the parochial schools of that place, and 
at the age of seventeen years began life as a wage 
earner, clerking in a grocery store for a year. Going 
then to Toledo, Ohio, he was for five years in the 
employ of the Shaw-Kendall Engineering Company, 
beginning work as a helper and eventually obtaining 
a practical knowledge of plumbing and of the differ- 
ent systems of heating and ventilating. The ensuing 
two years he was steamfitter in the Buick Automo- 
bile Company’s plant in Flint, Michigan, coming from 
there to Lima, Ohio, where for seven years he was 
superintendent of the construction and_ heating 
department of the Claus & Jones Company. 

Forming a partnership with E. B. Jones in 1917, 
under the firm name of the Jones-Kinn Engineering 
Company, Mr. Kinn has since been busily employed, 
the firm having filled many large and important 
heating, plumbing, ventilating and engineering con- 
tracts, among others having been the installation of 
the heating system of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association Building in Lima; of the Askin’s Flat; 
the Biesel Building; the Postoffice Building; the 
Central Church of Christ Building; the Lima Manu- 
facturers’ Supplies Building; the Lima Packing 
House; the Banta Candy Company’s Building; the 
Bellefontaine and Tecumseh, Ohio, High School 
buildings; and the Federal Building at Pontiac, 
Illinois; and the Masonic Building in Lima. 
Mr. Kinn has other interests, being one of the stock- 
holders of the Lima Thermotor Engineering Com- 
pany, in which he is also a director. 

Mr. Kinn married in June, 1917, Grace Nermeyer, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Nermeyer, and 
they have two children, Thomas Camillus and 
George Francis. Mr. Kinn is independent in poli- 
tics, casting his vote for the best men and measures. 
Fraternally he is a member of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, and of the Knights of 
Columbus. Religiously he belongs to St Rose 
Catholic Church. 


Everett BiLaIne Jones. Prominent among the 
wide-awake, brainy men who have been actively asso- 
ciated with the building interests of Lima is Everett 
Blaine Jones, head of the engineering firm of Jones 
& Kinn, which is kept constantly employed in filling 
large plumbing, heating and ventilating contracts. A 
close student, doing his own drafting and blue print- 
ing. Mr. Jones invented the Jones Thermoter, a 
furnace heat controller for keeping an even tempera- 
ture, and in 1917 he had it patented, the patentee 
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having been the Thermoter Engineering Company of 
Lima, although Mr. Jones himself has the controlling 
interest in this practical device. 

A son of J. S. Jones, he was born in 1884 in 
Tunnelton, Lawrence County, Indiana, coming 
from Welsh-Irish stock. One of a family of four 
children, J. S. Jones was but a boy when he accom- 
panied his parents to Indiana, settling with them in 
Martin County. Growing to manhood in that locality 
he embarked in the lumber business as a young man 
and after operating a sawmill in Indiana for a few 
years migrated to Whitley County, Kentucky, where 
he was similarly employed until his death in 1902. 
He married Clara Guthrie, who was of honored 
Colonial ancestry, the founder of the American fam- 
ily of Guthries having come to this country with 
the Lees, who have long been famous in the annals 
of Virginia, being among its first settlers. Her 
grandfather Guthrie, a pioneer settler of Indiana, 
located in Lawrence County, and there built as a 
protection against the Indians, who resented the 
intrusion of the white men, Fort Ritner. Mrs. Clara 
Jones is still living, her home being in Lima, Ohio. 

After leaving the public schools of Williamsburg, 
Kentucky, Everett Blaine Jones took an academic 
course at the Williamsburg Academy, now known as 
Highland College. At the age of seventeen years 
he began working with his father in a sawmill at 
Williamsburg, Kentucky, but preferring some other 
occupation he went to Indianapolis, Indiana, where 
he served an apprenticeship of four years at the 
steamfitter’s trade with Clarke Brothers. Going from 
there to Chicago, Illinois, he was for a time super- 
intendent of construction for the Johnson Service 
Company, and later was located in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
three and a half years. 

Coming to Lima in 1908, Mr. Jones was engaged in 
the heating and ventilating business for eight years 
as junior member of the firm of Clark & Jones, con- 
tractors and engineers. In 1916 Mr. Clark sold his 
interest in the business to Thomas N. Kinn, and the 
newer organized firm of Jones & Kinn has since 
carried on a very prosperous and extensive business, 
having had charge of the plumbing, heating and ven- 
tilating of nearly all of the more important business, 
school, church and public buildings of the city and 
county, its contracts extending even beyond the boun- 
daries of the state. 

Mr. Jones married in July, 1919, Miss Vanna Linn, 
a daughter of Edward and Ida (Gambrel) Linn of 
Lima. 


James B. JACKMAN is a man whose life has become 
an essential part of the history of Allen County, and 
he has exerted a beneficial influence in the city 
honored by his residence, where he has been success- 
ful in his business affairs. Mr. Jackman’s chief 
characteristics seem ‘to be unswerving integrity, 
keenness of perception, fidelity of purpose and sound 
common sense, which have earned for him the 
esteem of the entire community. 

James B. Jackman was born in Paris, France, on 
February 27, 1838, the son of Wilbert and Mary 
Jane Jackman, who in 1844 came to the United 
States, landing at New York City. From there they 
came to Seneca County, Ohio, where the father con- 
ducted grist mills. In France he had been mainly 
engaged in the gathering of wheat and sending it to 
mill, though later he became interested in milling 
there. He also speculated in wheat and other com- 
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modities. His death occurred in Seneca County, 
after which his widow went to live with Mr. William 
Young, a son-in-law, in Henry County, where her 
death occurred. 

James B. Jackman was reared by his parents until 
eight years of age, when he went to live with 
Mr. Starr, by whom he was employed to do farm 
chores, such as feeding the live stock, and he 
remained there until he had attained his majority. 
He then went to Cary, Ohio, and learned the trade 
of harness making under a Mr. Graw, serving three 
and a half years. He then worked at that trade for 
& few years, at the end of which time he bought the 
business from his employer, and to that he added a 
clothing department. He engaged in the manufac- 
ture of clothing, in which he was successful, and at 
times had eighteen or twenty women sewing for him. 

In the early ’70s he sold the business in Cary and 
moved to Bowling Green, Ohio, where he went into 
railroad contracting, building thirteen miles of rail- 
road bed of what is now the Nickel Plate Railroad. 
He then moved to Defiance, Ohio, buying the Russell 
Hotel, also building two miles of road bed for the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. 

Mr. Jackman then went to Kenton, Ohio, where he 
ran the Dugan Hotel for two years, then coming to 
Lima, where he was successful in his business affairs 
and erected a large brick business block on North 
Central avenue, which was the first four-story block 
in Lima. Later he became a dealer in coal. He also 
established a junk business, in connection with which 
he had a number of wagons on the road, carrying 
a stock of tinware, glassware and other similar lines, 
for which he took in trade iron, copper, brass and 
tags. This proved a profitable enterprise. Mr. Jack- 
man also deals extensively in hardware, stoves, fur- 
niture, etc., and enjoys a splendid business, being a 
shrewd business man and good manager. 

In 1859 Mr. Jackman was married to Mary Jose- 
phine Simons, who was born in Seneca County, Ohio, 
and whose parents were of German nativity. Her 
death occurred in 1913. To Mr. and Mrs. Jackman 
were born the following children: Laura, who died 
at Sidney, Ohio, was the wife of Alex Goodman; 
Emma, the wife of Augustus Phillips, of Toledo, 
Ohio; Myrtle, of Toledo; Grace, the wife of Joseph 
Kunn, of Lima; Wilbert J., of Lima; Edward, 
deceased; Oswald L., deceased; Leo, who died in 
infancy; Adloph J., of Tulsa, Oklahoma; Harry, 
deceased; Ralph J., of Lima; Walter S., deceased; 
and Alvin J., of Lima. James B. Jackman gives 
his political support to the democratic party and 
takes a keen interest in local public affairs, having 
served as a member of the City Council from the 
Second Ward. He is a member of St. Rose Cath- 
olic Church and gives his support to all worthy 
charitable and benevolent movements, being a man 
of high character and public spirited disposition. 

Wilbert Joseph Jackman is a native son of the 
Buckeye State, having been born at Cary, Ohio, on 
August 23, 1865. He received his educational train- 
ing in the public and St. Rose schools of Lima. At 
the age of fourteen years he ran one of his father’s 
peddling wagons through the surrounding country, 
in which work he formed good habits of business at 
an age when most boys are still ignorant of such 
things. When twenty years of age he began to take 
charge of this branch of the business, in which he is 
eminently successful. Since 1906 he has devoted 
part of his attention to the installing of furnaces and 
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sheet metal work. He is thoroughly conversant with 
every detail of the business and has done a vast 
amount of furnace work in Lima and the surround- 
ing country, anything done by him standing as a 
mark of excellence. 

Politically Wilbert Jackman gives his support to 
the democratic party, while religiously he is a com- 
municant of St. Rose Catholic Church. Fraternally 
he is a member of the Knights of Columbus, the 
Knights of St. John, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, 
the Loyal Order of Moose and the American Insur- 
ance Union. A man of forceful individuality, he has 
been well equipped for the duties of life, while his 
probity of character and his genial. personality have 
gained for him universal esteem and friendship in 
the city and county where he has made his home for 
sO many years. 


Epwarp W. Stump? is a veteran grocery merchant, 
a man of progressive ideas, and was the first to give 
Allen County one of the modern cash and carry 
stores. His business is popularly known as the 
Stumpp Basket Groceries, and he now operates two 
prosperous and busy stores, one at 209-211 South 
Union street and the other at Metcalf and Brice 
streets. 

Mr. Stumpp was born in Wyandot County, a mile 
west of Wharton, Ohio, on a farm, November 23, 
1877, the youngest of the three children of F. G. 
and Mary (Snyder) Stumpp. His great-grand- 
father came from Germany and settled on a farm 
at Forest, Ohio, and three generations of the family 
spent their active careers as farmers in this state. 
Edward W. Stumpp attended the schools two miles 
west of Wharton until he was thirteen years of age. 
He was only two years old when his father died, and 
as soon as possible he had to take up the serious 
responsibilities of life. On leaving home he was 
for two years in the employ of one farmer at $15 
a month. For two years he worked in the Wharton 
Livery, and was then in the butcher business with his 
brother Fred as Stumpp Brothers at Wharton for 
two years. Selling out he lived on his farm of 
forty acres near Wharton two years, and then for 
a year and a half was in the grocery business at 
Forest. 

From there Mr. Stumpp came to Lima and was in 
the wholesale fruit commission business, part of the 
time on the road, until he had saved capital that 
enabled him to open his first grocery house at Met- 
calf and Haller streets. He was in that location six 
years. He then rented his present building at 209-211 
South Union, and in 1914 sold his first grocery estab- 
lishment and now operates another in that section of 
the city at Metcalf and Brice streets, employing a 
manager for the branch store. 

In 1897 Mr. Stumpp married Iva Wise, a daughter 
of Daniel and Helen (Parks) Wise of Forest, Ohio. 
They have two sons, Carl and Ralph, both of whom 
are ex-service men, Carl having been in training 
as a soldier at Philadelphia, while Ralph was with 
the navy at Philadelphia. Mr. Stumpp is an inde- 
pendent democrat and fraternally is affiliated with 
ne Knights of Pythias, the Moose and the Elks at 

ima. 


Extiis C. Brown, proprietor of the Ohio Scale and 
Repair Company at 113 East Spring street in Lima, 
is a successful business man who has prospered 
through concentrating his time and skill almost 
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entirely along one line. As a youth he learned all 
there was to be learned about scale mechanism and 
manufacture, and has been a practical service man 
and salesman of scales for many years. 

He was born at Cincinnati July 31, 1881, a son of 
Frank O. and Ida M. (Blades) Brown. He is of 
Scotch-Irish ancestry, his paternal ancestors having 
come from the north of Ireland and settled in Vir- 
ginia, while the maternal stock settled on the eastern 
shore of Maryland. Frank O. Brown was born in 
Harrison County, Ohio, lived on a farm to the age 
of eighteen, and since then has been in the scale 
industry. He served as a scale mechanic with the 
Fairbanks Company in the Pittsburgh branch, and in 
recent years has joined his son Ellis as a practical 
scale man at Lima. 

The older of two children, Ellis C. Brown grad- 
uated from the high school at Dennison, Ohio, in 
1899, and at once went to work for the Pittsburgh 
branch of the Fairbanks Scale Company as a repair 
man and mechanic. After three years he was sent 
on the road as a salesman, covering Western Pennsyl- 
vania, West Virginia and Eastern Maryland. He 
sold the Fairbanks scales until 1912 as a road man, 
and then moved to Lima and established the Ohio 
Scale and Repair Company. He has built up a com- 
plete and adequate organization not only in the sales 
end but for the repairing of scale equipment, and for 
a number of years has been official inspector of scales 
for members of the Northwestern Ohio Hay and 
Grain Dealers’ Association. He handles the Fair- 
banks scale equipment, and later added the Toledo 
Computing scales to his line, and since 1916 has been 
district manager for the Toledo Computing Scales 
Company over eighteen Ohio counties. His business 
has grown and he now maintains three offices and 
sales rooms, the home office being at Lima, while 
branches are at Dayton and Springfield. The com- 
pany has eleven salesmen and practical scalemen on 
the road. 

Mr. Brown, who is unmarried, is a member of the 
Lima Club, Chamber of Commerce and the Pres- 
byterian Church. 


S. Otts Dotson. One of the leading industries of 
Lima is the Roloson Manufacturing Company, Incor- 
porated, makers of canvas goods products which are 
distributed to practically every state in the Union. 
The sole owner of this business is S. Otis Dotson. 
That has been only one of a number of successful 
concerns with which Mr. Dotson has been actively 
identified and a stimulating factor in the manage- 
ment. He is perhaps best known as a theatrical man, 
and has been identified with the successful manage- 
ment of a number of entertainment enterprises. 

He was born at Cridersville in Auglaize County, 
Ohio, September 30, 1883, son of R. M. and Anna 
(Jones) Dotson. The Dotsons are an old and promi- 
nent family of Auglaize County. The parents of 
Anna Jones were natives of Wales and were among 
the first settlers near Cridersville. R. M. Dotson 
spent many years as an oil operator but is now a 
building contractor at Lima. 

The oldest of four children, S. Otis Dotson 
attended school at St. Mary’s and at Mendon, Ohio, 
and later graduated from the Chicago School of 
Elocution and Dramatic Art. He had natural gifts 
and tastes qualifying him for the dramatic stage, 
and for six years he was connected with Tent 
Variety Shows and went all over the country, travel- 
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ing both in the United States and Mexico. He is 
still interested in the theatrical business, though 
chiefly as owner or stockholder in theaters. 

Mr. Dotson owned property and helped organize 
the town of Columbus, New Mexico,. which in 
recent years became one of the tragic centers in 
the Mexican border troubles. The main street of 
that town is Lima street, and it was so named by 
Mr. Dotson in honor of his home town in Ohio. 
He owned the Dotson Amusement Park in Colum- 
bus, and in 1910 was elected on the democratic ticket 
as justice of the peace at Columbus, serving a two- 
year term. When he left office he returned to Lima, 
and at that time bought the Roloson Manufacturing 
Company, and has given most of his time to the 
management of this important enterprise. 

In addition he is also a stockholder in the Shaw- 
nee Amusement Company, owning the Regent, Lima’s 
finest theater, and in the Dotson Brokerage Agency 
in the Holland Block. He is a veteran of the Span- 
ish-American war, enlisting from Lima in 1899 in the 
Second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, but did not see 
active service. 

In 1902 Mr. Dotson married Miss Nettie Duncan, 
daughter of Abraham and Catherine (Foss) Dun- 
can of Lima. They are the parents of three chil- 
dren: Byron Ursinus, born in 1904; Ronald Eugene, 
born in 1911; and Alice Evelyn, born in 1913. While 
Mr. Dotson was elected on the democratic ticket to 
the only important public office he ever held, he is 
an independent in politics at the present time. He is 
a member of the Lima Chamber of Commerce and is 
affliated with the lodge of Elks. 


Epwarp D. Sinks, M. D. To achieve an eminent 
standing in as exacting a calling as the medical 
profession requires something more than mediocre 
talents—a fidelity to duty and the happy faculty of 
winning and retaining the confidence and good will 
of all classes. These qualifications are evidently 
possessed by the gentleman whose name forms the 
caption of this article, for he has, unaided, attained 
a high rank in the medical profession in Allen 
County, a county widely known for the high order of 
its medical talent. Doctor Sinks’ career is extremely 
interesting, being something out of the ordinary 
routine of everyday happenings, and will be read 
with interest by the readers of this work. 

Edward Dimmitt Sinks is a native son of the old 
Buckeye State, having been born at New Richmond, 
Clermont County, on August 3, 1877, and he is the 
son of William Raper and Jane (Dimmitt) Sinks, 
the former a native of Williamsburg, Clermont 
County, Ohio, and the latter born in Maysville, Ken- 
tucky. The paternal grandparents were John and 
Margaret (Salt) Sinks, the former a native of 
Williamsburg, Ohio, and the latter of Scotland. The 
maternal grandparents, Charles and Martha Dim- 
mitt, were natives, respectively, of Scotland and 
Maysville, Kentucky. After their marriage Mr. Sinks’ 
parents settled in Clermont County, Ohio, where 
they spent the remainder of their days. 

Edward D. Sinks received his preliminary educa- 
tion in the district schools, and then attended the 
Highland Military Academy at Worcester, Massa- 
chusetts, completing his general education in the 
United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, Mary- 
land. Then having determined to devote his life to 
the practice of medicine he matriculated in the 
Bellevue Hospital Medical College, New York City, 
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where he was graduated with the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine. He then went to Paris, France, and 
took special work in the French Academy of Medi- 
cine. In January, 1899, Doctor Sinks entered the 
United States army as assistant surgeon, with the 
rank of first lieutenant, and was sent at once to 
the Philippine Islands, where he served from that 
time until November, 1902, during which period his 
faithful service gained for him promotion to the 
rank of captain. During the famous Boxer upris- 
ing he was sent to China and was in the siege of 
Pekin. After his return to the United States he was 
stationed at Fort Bayard, in New Mexico. There he 
resigned from the United States army, and, going 
into Old Mexico, served with Madero during the 
Mexican revolution. 

In 1911 Doctor Sinks came to Lima, Ohio, and 
entered upon the active practice of his profession, in 
which he was successfully engaged until the United 
States entered the great World war, when he again 
entered the service of his country. In August, 1917, 
he was commissioned as captain in the Medical 
Corps, being later promoted to the rank of major. 
In June, 1918, he sailed for France, where he was 
in active service until after the signing of the armis- 
tice. He embarked from Europe on April 13, 1919, 
reached the United States on April 29th, was honor- 
ably discharged from the service on April 30th and 
returned to his home in Lima on May Sth. While in 
France he served with the Thirty-Second and Sev- 
enty-Sixth divisions of United States troops, the 
Seventeenth French Army and the Fourth French 
Colonial Army, and he left the service with the 
rank of lieutenant-colonel. Since returning home 
Doctor Sinks has again been actively engaged in the 
practice of his profession, and has gained wide 
recognition because of his professional skill and the 
success which has followed his labors. 

On January 13, 1915, Doctor Sinks was married tv 
May Morrison of Lima, the daughter of T. C. and 
Cordelia Morrison, and to them has been born a 
daughter, Sarah Jane. Doctor and Mrs. Sinks are 
members of the Presbyterian Church. Fraternally 
the doctor is a member of the Free and Accepteao 
Masons, the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, and William Paul Gallagher Post No. 96, 
American Legion, of which he is the present post 
commander. His political support is given to the 
republican party. Professionally he is a member of 
the Allen County Medical Society, the Ohio State 
Medical Society and the American Medical Associa- 
tion, as well as the Association of Military Surgeons. 
Personally Doctor Sinks is affable and popular with 
all classes and stands ready at all times to encourage 
and aid all laudable enterprises and measures for the 
general good. By a life consistent in motive and 
because of his many fine qualities of head and heart 
he has earned the sincere regard of a vast acquain- 
tance, and his success in his chosen field of endeavor 
bespeaks for him the possession of the right 
attributes. 


Leo Vircir BECKMAN. This representative and 
honored citizen and successful business man of Lima 
has been distinctively the architect of his own for- 
tunes, has been true and loyal in all the relations of 
life and stands as a type of that sterling manhood 
which ever commands respect and honor. He is a 
man who would have won his way in any locality 
where fate might have placed him, for he has sound 


HISTORY (OF FALLEN "COUNT 


judgment, coupled with great energy and business 
tact, together with upright principles, ail of which 
invariably make for success. By reason of these 
principles he has won and retained a host of friends 
in the community with which he is identified. _ 

Leo Virgil Beckman, senior partner in the business 
conducted under the name of Beckman Electrical 
Service, is a native son of Allen County, having been 
born and reared at Elida, and is the youngest of the 
two children born to Lee and Hannah (Hunt) Beck- 
man. On the paternal side the subject is descended 
from sturdy Holland Dutch stock, his grandfather 
having came to the United States from Holland and 
settled in Wood County, Ohio, where he became a 
successful farmer. Lee Beckman became a commis- 
sion merchant in Lima and was numbered among the 
leading business men of this city up to the time of 
his death, which occurred in 1900. His widow is 
still living there. . 

Leo V. Beckman received his educational training 
in the public schools of Elida, graduating from the 
high school there at seventeen years of age. He 
then went to work for the Reed Brothers Electrical 
Company to learn the trade of an electrician, and 
remained with that concern for three and a half 
years. He then engaged in business on his own 
account at 130 South Central avenue, Lima, opening 
a shop for general electrical repairs and wiring and 
carrying a modest stock of electrical supplies. He 
carried on this business for about eighteen months, 
his business constantly increasing, but with keen 
foresight as to the future of the trade, he then 
changed his line of work to automobile electric 
repairs and installations, in which he has met with 
most pronounced success, and today he has the most 
complete equipment for this line of work in Allen 
or neighboring counties. He specializes in automo- 
bile starting and lighting systems, and carries the 
agency for the sale of the Delco, Remy, Klaxton, 
Westinghouse, Atwater-Kent, Bosch and Spitdorf 
systems, also carrying the Exide batteries. In 1917 
Mr. Beckman took Robert Holderidge in as a part- 
ner, the firm name then becoming the Beckman 
Electric Service. Their service covers a radius of 
forty miles and they have become known as one of 
the most reliable and competent houses of the kind 
in this section of the state. 

Mr. Beckman was married in 1914 to Irene Miller, 
the daughter of Clarence and Almeda (Shook) Miller 
of Lima, and they have two children, Lee and Elea- 
nora. Mr. and Mrs. Beckman are members of 
Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church. Fraternally 
he is a member of the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, and politically is independent prefer- 
ring to reserve the right to vote for the men and 
measures which he considers for the best good of the 
general public. Industrious in habits, sound in judg- 
ment and honest in his relations with others, he has 
earned the confidence and good will of all who have 
had dealings with him. 


J. A. CARPENTER. Deeds are thoughts crystallized, 
and according to their brilliancy do we judge the 
worth of a man to his community, and in his works 
do we expect to find the true index to his character. 
The study of the life of the representative American 
never fails to offer much of pleasing interest and 
valuable instruction, developing a mastering of 
expedients which has brought about wonderful 
results. The subject of this review is a representa- 
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tive of that type of American character and of that 
Progressive spirit which promotes public good in 
advancing individual prosperity. 

Jesse Andrew Carpenter, president of the Manu- 
facturers Supply Company at Lima, is a Hoosier 
by nativity, having been born at Vevay, Switzerland 
County, Indiana, in December, 1887, and he is the 
son of W. T. and Margaret E. (Jackson) Carpen- 
ter. On the paternal side Mr. Carpenter is descended 
from sterling old English stock, though his grand- 
father, Jesse Carpenter, was a native of Frankfort, 
Kentucky, where he spent his entire life, his sons 
moving from that state to Indiana. On the maternal 
side he is descended from the family to which 
belonged Andrew and “Stonewall” Jackson, two of 
the most famous figures in American history. 

J. A. Carpenter received his educational training 
in the public schools of Goodland, Newton County, 
Indiana, and at the age of seventeen years went to 
work for the Pennsylvania Railroad Company as a 
telegraph operator, in which capacity he was 
employed at various points on the lines of that com- 
pany for four years. He then came to Lima and 
became connected with the Good Tool and Supply 
Company, acquiring an interest in the business. This 
proved a prosperous enterprise and grew so rapidly 
that a2 reorganization became necessary, at which 
time the name of the concern was changed to 
Manufacturers Supply Company, of which Mr. Car- 
penter was made president in 1918. The company 
deals in railroad, mill and plumbing supplies, etc., 
selling its goods through the states of Ohio, Indiana 
and Michigan. They employ fifty persons and are 
enjoying 2 constantly increasing trade, this company 
being now recognized as one of the most important 
enterprises of the kind in this section of the country. 
In addition to the Manufacturers Supply Company, 
to which Mr. Carpenter devotes the major portion of 
his time, he also holds other business interests in 
this community and has become a prominent factor 
in the commercial life of Lima and Allen County. 

In 1908 Mr. Carpenter was married to Leila C. 
Street, the daughter of Hamilton and Nellie (Broad- 
sword) Street of Kewanna, Indiana, and they are the 

rents of one child, Margaret Elizabeth. Politically 

r. Carpenter is independent, voting according to 
the dictates of his own judgment. Fraternally he is 
a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, belong- 
ing to the Blue Lodge and Chapter, and to the Benev- 
olent an Protective Order of Elks. He is also a 
member of the Lima Club, the Rotary Club and the 
Lima Chamber of Commerce. Religiously he and 
his wife are members of Trinity Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. He is a man of influence in local affairs 
and is thoroughly in sympathy with every movement 
looking toward the betterment or advancement of his 
community in any way, and he is regarded as being 
worthy of the utmost confidence and respect on the 
part of his fellow citizens. 


Feanx Craupez Movez. In all that constitutes true 
manhood and good citizenship Frank C. Moyer, well 
known business man of Lima, is a notable example 
and none stands higher than he in the confidence and 
esteem of the community. His career has been char- 
acterized by duty faithfully performed, and by indus- 
try, thrift and wisely directed efforts he has not only 
gained a good busiriess standing, but also the good 
will of all who have dealings with him. Mr. Moyer 
is a native son of the Buckeye State, having been 


born in Auglaize County, Ohio, in 1882. k.s parents 
were Isaac R, and Jennie (Runyon) Moyer, who 
lived on a farm in that locality, and amid the 
health-giving and body-building environments ot 
farm life he was reared. During the winter months 
he received his educational training at what was 
known as the “Camel Back” schoolhouse in Allen 
County, where he attended until twenty years old. 
His first paid employment was with John Hoffman, 
a butcher, with whom he remained for six years, 
learning every detail of the business, in which he has 
become an expert. Then for some time he was 
employed as a butcher by various meat dealers until 
1912, when he engaged in business on his own account 
at 518 North Jackson street, Lima, where he contin- 
ued for seven years, at the end of which time he 
sold out and opened another shop at 203 South 
Main street, where he was in business for six 
months. In 1918 he formed a partnership with his 
brother Arlow V. under the firm name of Moyer 
Brothers, and they have since been engaged in the 
wholesale and retail meat business, in which they 
have met with pronounced success. They do all their 
own killing, thus insuring fresh meat to their 
customers, and with his thorough knowledge of the 
business he is able to cater to the tastes of the most 
exacting. They have a large and constantly increas- 
ing city and country trade and are numbered among 
the leaders in their line in this section of the country. 

In 1900 Mr. Moyer was married to Barbara Scha- 
fer, the daughter of John Schafer of Auglaize 
County, and to them have been born two children, 
Marie Letha and Oliver Virgil. Politically Mr. 
Moyer is an ardent supporter of the republican ticket 
ticket and takes an intelligent interest in public affairs, 
especially as pertaining to local interests. Frater- 
nally he is a member of the Loyal Order of Moose. 
Mr. Moyer enjoys distinctive prestige in local com- 
mercial circles, his practical intelligence, mature 
judgment and sound business sense winning for him 
the confidence and good will of all with whom he 
has come in contact. 


O. Warren SuitH. It has been the pleasure of 
Mrs. Josephine Cunningham Smith of Lima to enroll 
her late husband, O. Warren Smith, in the annals of 
the community. He was born March 8, 1832, in 
Marion County, and met with an accidental death 
October 26, 1908, in Lima. He was a son of John 
and Elizabeth (McNeil) Smith. The father came 
from Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, in 1828, 
traveling overland to Marion County, and about the 
same time the mother came with her parents, Samuel 
and Anna (Martin) McNeil, from the same com- 
munity. The grandmother, Anna rtin, was cap- 
tured by the Indians when she was a small child, and 
she was a prisoner in New York for several years. 
She was finally identified by a scar on her forehead 
and returned to her own relatives. She was born in 
1810, and fhat long ago there were many white chil- 
dren captured by the Indians. 

O. Warren Smith was educated at Hiram College 
and as a young man studied law with Judge Van 
Fleet of Marion, Ohio. In 1867 he came to Lima ana 
engaged in practice before the bar of Allen County. 
It was his life work, and he was eminent in his 
profession. Mr. Smith voted with the democratic 
party. He was a member of the Congregational 
Church and was for many years a deacon. On June 
23, 1874, he married Josephine Cunningham. She 
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was born July 27, 1844, and is a daughter of John and 
Emeline Street (Holloway) Cunningham. She has 
always lived in Lima. The father came from Wash- 
ington County, Pennsylvania, and the mother from 
North Adams, Massachusetts. The grandparents, 
Archibald and Margaret (Vosbinder) Cunningham, 
were natives of Washington County, Pennsylvania. 
He was born there in 1774, and in 1821 traveled 
overland to Wayne County, Ohio, dying soon after 
his arrival. 

John Cunningham came to Lima in 1831 from 
Wayne County. For a number of years he was a 
school teacher in Allen County. For many years 
he owned and operated a pottery, and he was a 
successful business man. He was liberal with his 
money, giving to the needy and always contributing 
to community benevolences. He was later a promoter 
and contractor, and was an active man in the Lima 
business community of his time. Mr. Cunningham 
was a Presbyterian and very active in church work 
in the community. Mrs. Cunningham died April 22, 
1881, and he died March 10, two years later. In the 
Cunningham ancestry, Archibald was a son of James, 
of Washington County, Pennsylvania. James was a 
son of James, and James was a son of John, who in 
turn was a son of the James Cunningham who came 
from Scotland in 1737 to Philadelphia. In 1789 the 
Cunninghams migrated from Philadelphia to Wash- 
ington County, Pennsylvania, and in 1821 to Wayne 
County, Ohio, and since 1831 there have been Cun- 
ninghams in Lima and Allen County. 

Mrs. Smith’s mother, Emeline Street Holloway 
Cunningham, was a daughter of Dr. George and 
Lois (Street) Holloway, and her grandmother, Lois 
Street Holloway, was a daughter of Jesse and Lois 
(Cook) Street, the father a Revolutionary war sol- 
dier and a Minute Man at the battle of Lexington 
and a descendant of Nicholas Street, who came to 
America from England in 1630. The Cunninghams 
have no difficulty in establishing their eligibility to 
membership in the Revolutionary patriotic societies. 
Mrs. Smith is a member of the local chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 

The children born to Mr. and Mrs. O. W. Smith 
are: Ethelwyn, with her mother in the family home- 
stead on Lakewood avenue, Lima; Helen is the wife 
of Albert L. Gibbs of Jacksonville, Florida, and they 
have a daughter, Marion Josephine. Marion is the 
wife of Paul Leche, of New Orleans, Louisiana, and 
they have two children, Marion Jeanne and Paul 
Warren. Lenore is a teacher and lives at the family 
home. In her young womanhood Mrs. Smith was a 
teacher in Lima and Bellefontaine, and served as 
principal in Bellefontaine. She is active in the 
social life of Lima, having been a member of the 
Woman’s Club since 1886, and she has frequently 
served as its president. She is a member of the 
Woman’s Musical Club, and an active worker in the 
Presbyterian Church, and for many years has been a 
Sunday school teacher there. 


GrRanT Mitter. It is in a large degree to the 
self-made men of Allen County that this section of 
the Miami Valley owes its present prosperity; to 
those who, starting life entirely upon their own 
resources, have worked their way to the front, plac- 
ing themselves by the sheer force of their energy and 
perseverance among the men of substance in their 
various communities. A representative of this class 
in Amanda Township is Grant Miller, who is now the 
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owner of a farm in section 27, seven miles northeast 
of Spencerville. 

Mr. Miller was born on a farm in Marion Town- 
ship, Allen County, August 29, 1868, a son of Jesse P. 
and Susan M. (Furry) Miller, the former born in 
Amanda Township in 1833, and the latter a native of 
Fairfield County, Ohio. Mrs. Miller was still a 
child when brought by her parents to Allen County, 
and here grew to young womanhood and married 
Mr. Miller. At that time they settled on a farm in 
Marion Township, where Mr. Miller continued to be 
engaged in agricultural operations until his death 
in January, 1881, following which his widow sold 
the farm and moved to Amanda Township. Her 
home was continued in the rural-districts until 1900, 
in which year she took up her residence at Lima. 
During the active years of her career she was a help- 
ful worker in the Methodist Episcopal Church, of 
which both she and her husband were consistent 
members. They were the parents of ten children, of 
whom the following are living: Sherman, who 
resides at Lima; Elizabeth, the wife of George Her- 
ring; Grant; Viola, the wife of William Little of 
Amanda Township; Austin, of Lima; Josie, the wife 
of Lewis Cremean, of Lima; Clarence, of Spencer- 
ville; and Jesse, a worker in the oil fields and a 
resident of Lima. 

The boyhood of Grant Miller was passed on the 
home farm, where he divided his time between 
attendance at the district schools and assisting his 
father in the work of the home acres. He remained 
with his parents until he reached the age of twenty- 
one years, at which time he faced the world on his 
own agcount and established a household of his own 
by his marriage, in 1889, to Rosa B. Culver, who was 
born in Amanda Township in 1867, a daughter of 
Basil Culver. Five children were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Miller: Clarice, who is single and makes her 
home with her parents; Florence, the wife of James 
Sawmiller, a farmer of Amanda Township; and 
Velma, Homer and Lucile, who reside with their 
parents. 

Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Miller 
started farming in Amanda Township, where their 
combined efforts have served to bring them success. 
They are now residing in a comfortable home on a 
well-cultivated farm which boasts of all the modern 
improvements and which produces large and remun- 
erative crops. Mr. Miller is a stockholder in the 
Peoples Bank at Delphos and has other interests. 
He is a republican in politics, and has served as 
township clerk. Mr. and Mrs. Miller are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, where he is a 
member of the Official Board, class leader and 
superintendent of the Sunday school. 


Witi1AM S. Rinenour. It was his long and active 
connection with the agriculture of Allen County that 
gave William S. Ridenour the prosperity he enjoys 
today in a cheerful and attractive home in Perry 
Township, and enables him to take life somewhat at 
leisure, allowing others to operate his farm. 

Mr. Ridenour was born in section 7 of Perry 
Township, December 1, 1854. His ancestry includes 
several names long familiar in Allen County. He is 
a son of Peter and Lydia (Lash) Ridenour, the 
former also a native of Perry Township, whiie his 
mother was born in Licking County, Ohio. The 
paternal grandparents were Isaac and Lydia (Cot- 
terman) Ridenour, natives of Hagerstown, Mary- 
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land. Isaac Ridenour was one of the early settlers 
of Perry Township, and acquired direct from the 
Government a tract of timber land which largely 
through his labors was cleared and improved. Peter 
Ridenour after his marriage settled on the old farm 
in section 7 of Perry Township where his son Wil- 
liam was born. The mother also bought forty acres 
near the town hall. Both lived there until their 
death. Their children included Frank, who died in 
infancy; William S.; Isaac, who died at the age of 
six years, and Daniel, at the age of twelve; Luey, 
Mrs. S. S. Coats of Perry Township; Delila, wife 
of Frank Sodders of Shawnee Township; Etta, 
Mrs. H. J. Marshall of Perry Township; and Min- 
nie, who died in infancy. 

William S. Ridenour was fourteen years of age 
when his mother died, and after that he soon left 
home and began working for wages on the farm of 
Isaac McClain. He remained in this line of employ- 
ment until he married, in 1881, and then moved to 
the seventeen-acre farm given Mrs. Ridenour by her 
father. Five years later this was sold and they then 
bought 100 acres in Union Township of Auglaize 
County. Mr. and Mrs. Ridenour had their home in 
Auglaize County for more than thirteen years. 
Returning to Perry Township, Mr. Ridenour bought 
forty acres in section 7, close to his birthplace, and 
still owns that well improved farm, though it has 
been in the hands of a renter since 1915. In that 
year he bought two acres of land with a fine modern 
residence on St. John’s road, just outside the city 
limits of Lima, and is no longer under the necessity 
of strenuous work to provide him and wife with all 
the comforts they desire. 

Mr. Ridenour acquired his early education in the 
country school of district No. 5 in Perry Township, 
while Mrs. Ridenour attended school in district No. 9 
of the same locality. Mrs. Ridenour is a member of 
Fletcher Chapel of the Methodist Church. She is a 
republican in her political affiliations, while Mr. Ride- 
nour is a democrat. February 24, 1881, he married 
Louise Jane Failor. She was born in Perry Town- 
ship September 18, 1857, daughter of Peter and Ann 
Maria (Ruthrauff) Failor, the former a native of 
Pennsylvania and the latter of Hagerstown, Mary- 
land. Her maternal grandparents, John and Mary 
(Shriver) Ruthrauff, were also from Maryland. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ridenour have one daughter and five 
grandchildren. The daughter, Breta, is the wife of 
Harry M. Smith of Lima. The grandchildren are: 
William Albert, born August 26, 1902; Dorothy, born 
September 3, 1904; Sarah Louise, born January 7, 
1906; Robert Barr, born June 9, 1912; and Carolyn 
Keith, born March 3, 1918. 


Isaac Lupwic. Three and a half miles southeast 
of Delphos on rural route No. 1 is the home of Isaac 
Ludwig, one of the honored survivors of the great 
Civil war and a man whose work as a farmer and 
whose good citizenship have been factors for good 
in the affairs of Marion Township for a long period 
of years. s ; 

Mr. Ludwig, whose home is in section 32 of 
Marion Township, was born at Stringtown in Pick- 
away County, Ohio, January 3, 1842. He represents 
a very patriotic ancestry. His great-great-grand- 
father, Jacob Ludwig, was a Revolutionary soldier. 
A son of this patriot, named Jacob, married a 
Miss Reece, probably a native of Germany, and they 
spent their last years at their home on the banks of 
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the Susquehanna River in Pennsylvania. Of their 
nine children one was given the name Jacob. He 
was born in Pennsylvania and married Elizabeth 
Fink. This Jacob, grandfather of Isaac Ludwig, 
served as a soldier in the War of 1812. In 1818 he 
moved to Pickaway County, Ohio, and died there 
in 1824. His children were Sophia, William, Jacob 
and George W. The widowed mother married 
George Crites and had two daughters, Fredericka 
and Ozilla. Fredericka became the wife of John 
Deal, while Ozilla was married to Josephus Drum. 
Mrs. George Crites died September 26, 1879, having 
survived her second husband. Sophia Ludwig, the 
only daughter of her first marriage, became the wife 
of Charles Crites in 1833 and in 1839 moved to 
Allen County, Ohio. Her children were Daniel, 
Jacob, Catherine, Betsey, Rebecca, Cyrus, Elias, 
Emanuel, Mary E., Charles, George and Fredericka. 

The father of Isaac Ludwig was also named Jacob 
and was born in Salt Creek Township, Pickaway 
County, December 10, 1818. He was six years of 
age when his father died. He was then bound out 
to Peter Maney and later to John Pontius, both of 
whom proved hard taskmasters, and the years when 
he should have been in school were devoted to the 
labor of the fields. At the age of fifteen he went to 
the home of John Crites, with whom he remained 
three years. He was apprenticed to learn the black- 
smith trade with Charles Crites, and eventually 
became proprietor of a shop. He married Louisa 
DeLong, daughter of Andrew and Catherine (Lau- 
dig) DeLong, Pennslyvania families that were pio- 
neers in Pickaway County. Louisa DeLong was the 
seventh in a family of eleven children, the others 
being John, Rebecca, Isaac, Elizabeth, Susan, Cath- 
erine, Caroline, Sarah, Amelia and Andrew. Both 
the DeLongs and Ludwigs were of Huguenot 
French ancestry. The DeLongs were driven out of 
France about 1620, and a century later Peter DeLong 
came to the United States, settling near the present 
City of Reading in Berks County, Pennsylvania. 
One of his descendants was drowned in the Little 
Schuylkill River in 1799, leaving a wife and five 
children, one of whom was Andrew, father of Louise 
DeLong. Andrew DeLong married Catherine Lou- 
dig, daughter of Peter and Catherine Loudig. Cath- 
erine, the wife of Peter Loudig, was of Hebrew 
ancestry. 

Jacob Ludwig after his marriage to Louise DeLong 
located at Stringtown in Pickaway County, but soon 
after the birth of their son Isaac moved to Adlephi 
in Ross County, where he remained seven years. In 
1849 Jacob Ludwig brought his family to Allen 
County and settled near Elida. For a few months he 
worked at his trade and in September of. the same 
year bought thirty-nine and a fourth acres in section 
33 in Marion Township. Sixteen acres of this tract 
had been cleared, but all the rest was in heavy 
timber. A log cabin sheltered the family for a year, 
until he had completed a better residence. Jacob 
Ludwig owing to the circumstances of his youth had 
little or no education, but profited by his keen mind, 
habits of observation, and a practical knowledge 
gained by work and contact with men. He showed 
good business judgment, and became one of the 
large land owners of Allen County, accumulating 
575 acres. He had come to the county a poor man, 
but for years his signature was honored at any of 
the county banks for large sums. He was a thor- 
ough Bible student and was devoted to the church as 
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a worshiper and also as a liberal supporter. He 
united with the Presbyterian Church at Delphos 
February 12, 1869, and subsequently two of his 
sons, Isaac and Obed, became elders in the same 
church. Jacob Ludwig died February 21, 1903, being 
survived by six children, twenty-five grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. His second wife is 
also deceased. Jacob and Louisa DeLong Ludwig 
had the following children: Isaac; John D., who died 
at Fort Wayne, Indiana; Charles C., who was born 
May 12, 1853, and lived in Marion Township at Del- 
phos; Mary Jane, born February 21, 1856, is the wife 
of George W. King; Obed A., born March 20, 1859, 
lives at Bluffton, Ohio; and Jacob L., born Decem- 
ber 13, 1861, lives at Lima. 

Isaac Ludwig was seven years of age when brought 
to Allen County, and he grew up on his father’s farm 
and acquired his first educational advantages in a 
log schoolhouse. He was a little past nineteen when 
the Civil war broke out, and he enlisted in Company 
B of McLaughlin’s Squadron of the Ohio Volunteer 
Cavalry. He was in service three years, and for a 
short time was a prisoner in Libby Prison. Leading 
up to his confinement in this famous southern prison 
was an interesting incident of his military career. 
March 11, 1865, while with the armies near Fayette- 
ville, North Carolina, he and four companions were 
sent for forage supplies. Arriving at a mill, two were 
detailed to grind corn, while two others went to a 
nearby farmhouse for some chickens. A squad of 
Wheeler’s Southern Cavalry belonging to the Ninth 
Kentucky Cavalry surprised the two at the mill and 
made them prisoners. The officer in charge was 
Lieut. A. K. Houk, and before sending Mr. Ludwig 
and his companions to Richmond, Virginia, requested 
a favor of his prisoner, that when exchanged he 
should write the circumstances of his capture to the 
father of Lieutenant Houk and incidentally assure 
the father of the son’s welfare. Mr. Ludwig com- 
plied with this request, and the reply he received 
from the family is one of his most interesting 
mementoes of the war. Just thirty years later, in 
1895, while attending a National Grand Army of 
the Republic Encampment at Louisville, Kentucky, 
he paid a visit to the home of Lieutenant Houk and 
their meeting was exceedingly cordial and Mr. Lud- 
wig was most hospitably entertained. 

In 1866 Mr. Ludwig married Sophronia J. Har- 
baugh. daughter of Thomas and Mary (Exline) 
Harbaugh. Her father, who died in Steuben County, 
Indiana, April 7, 1884, was born in Harbaugh’s Val- 
lev, Frederick County, Maryland, in 1796, son of Yost 
Harbaugh, a farmer. The Harbaughs were among 
the first converts of Otterbein and Boehm, founders 
of the United Brethren Church. The Harbaugh barn 
was a meeting place for the early converts of this 
denomination. Ludwig Harbaugh. grandiather of 
Thomas Harbaugh, was born in Switzerland about 
1728. Thomas Harbaugh became a skillful cabinet 
maker and was a man of excellent business ability 
and of fine character. After his marriage in Mary- 
land he moved to Muskingum County, Ohio, and 
later to Sandy Valley. Ohio, where all his children 
but four were born. About 1848 he moved to Put- 
nam County, Ohio, and bought a quarter section in 
Pleasant Township, then an almost unsettled com- 
munity. Twelve children were born to Thomas Har- 
baugh, two of whom died in infancy and one at the 
age of seventeen. Two of his sons, Valentine and 
Rey. Thomas J., were Civil war soldiers, and the 


HISTORY.@ ALE NeeOungy 


latter for forty years was active in the ministry of 
the United Brethren Church, serving two terms as 
presiding elder and was twice State Senator. He 
was also chaplain in the Sixth Ohio, Spanish-Amer- 
ican war. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig had the following children: 
Thomas J., Omar I., Luella and Edwin Guy. The 
daughter, Luella, died at the age of sixteen. Thomas 
J. married Daisy Peters and has two children, Mary 
and Lawrence D. The second son, Omar, married 
Daisy Musetta Taylor, and their four children are 
Cecil R., Sidney M., Nellie and Dwight L. The 
youngest son, Edwin Guy, is an engineer of the 
Pennsylvania Railway Company and lives at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. a 

Mr. Ludwig during his long residence in Marion 
Township has been one of the successful cultiva- 
tors of the soil and has been very active in farmers’ 
organizations. He has served as president of the 
Farmers’ Institute. is a member of the Marion 
Grange No. 302, is a past master of Edith Lodge, 
Knights of Honor, and a member of Hope Lodge 
No. 214, Free and Accepted Masons, Delphos Chap- 
ter No. 105, Royal Arch Masons, Council No. 72, 
Royal and Select Masters, and belongs to the Eastern 
Star. He is a republican in politics and a member of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. 


SAMUEL NEFF. A mile north of Kemp is the home 
and tarm of Samuel Neff. For many years 
Mr. Neff’s labors have been a direct contribution to 
the agricultural welfare and enterprise of Allen 
County. His neighbors have learned to speak of 
him as a hard-working and as a successful farmer 
who pays close attention to his own work, is quiet 
and unassuming, and at the same time willing to 
uphold his share of community responsibilities. 

Mr. Neff was born in Logan Township of Auglaize 
County, April 22, 1873, son of Christian and Mag- 
dalena (Hager) Neff. Both his father and mother 
were born in Germany and were brought to this 
country by their respective parents, the father at the 
age of seven and the mother at five. They grew up 
near Marion. Ohio, were married there, and leaving 
that locality moved to Auglaize County, where they 
lived out their lives. Both parents were active mem- 
bers of the Antioch Church, and the father always 
voted as a democrat. Of nine children seven are still 
living: John, an Auglaize County farmer; Catherine, 
unmarried; Louis, a retired farmer at Lima; Wil- 
liam, of Amanda Township; Mary. wife of Gus Oen, 
of American Township; George, of Portland, Ore- 
gon; and Samuel. 

Samuel Neff grew up on his parents’ homestead in 
Logan Township, and attended the common schools 
of that locality. At the age of eighteen he became 
employed in the dairy business, and after two years 
farmed his father’s place, remaining there five and a 
half years. On May 18. 1895, he married Leoni 
Bertha Stoup. She was born in Amanda Township 
of Allen County August 18, 1869, a daughter of 
Nathaniel and Hannah J. (Bowers) Stoup. Mrs. Neff 
is a highly cultured woman, having supplemented her 
common school education with work in the Elida 
High School and the Ohio Northern University at 
Ada. For about ten years she was a_ successful 
teacher. Her father was born in Shelby County, 
Ohio, in 1840 and her mother in Amanda Township 
of Allen County in 1844. 
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Mr. and Mr. Neff have two children: Mildred L., 
born in 1899, is a graduate of the Lima High School, 
and has been a teacher for two years; Albert E., 
born November 7, 1908, is still a scholar in the com- 
mon schools. Mr. and Mrs. Neff are members of 
the Christian Union Church at Bethel, Ohio. Politi- 
cally he has always worked with the Democratic party 
and has filled with credit two terms as township 
treasurer. In his farming efforts for a number of 
years he has been a breeder of Percheron horses. 


GreorceE Henry Meiry. Although several years 
have passed since the death of the late George Henry 
Meily, both Allen and Miami counties are still bene- 
fiting from his public spirit and enterprise, and his 
name is cherished by all who had the honor of his 
acquaintance. A man of unusual attainments, he not 
only acquired distinction as an attorney of state-wide 
reputation, but he made an equally prominent place 
for himself in the business world, and developed 
several successful enterprises. He was a native son 
of Lima, where he was born in August, 1849. His 
father, John Henry Meily, a native of Pennsylvania, 
was married in his native state to Catherine Fisher, 
another Pennsylvanian, and they moved to Mansfield, 
Ohio, and lived there until their family was increased 
by the brith of four children. They then came to 
Lima and bought a large tract of land now included 
in the west portion of the city. A log cabin was 
the first house, but after a few years it was replaced 
by a comfortable residence on North Main Street. 
As time went on John Henry Meily platted his 
land and sold it for city lots. He and his wife had 
nine children, three sons and six daughters. 

Growing up at Lima, George Henry Meily attended 
its public schools and then, having decided upon a 
legal career, studied law with Ballard & Lamison, 
a prominent firm of lawyers of the city, and was 
admitted to the bar. For some years thereafter he 
was engaged in the practice of his profession, but 
in time became interested in oil lands, was an oil 
producer upon an extensive scale, and was secretary 
of the Dayton & Miami Gas Company, with head- 
quarters at Piqua, Ohio. The death of this eminent 
man took place March 27, 1914, and in his passing 
his community lost a useful citizen. 

In December, 1875, George Henry Meily was mar- 
ried to Eugena Tucker, who was born at Lucas, 
Richland County, Ohio, in December, 1856, a daugh- 
ter of Warren and Nancy (Williams) Tucker, natives 
of New Hampshire and Ohio, respectively. Mr. and 
Mrs. Meily had one son, Warren Paul. Mr. Meily 
belonged to the Lutheran Church, but his widow is 
cally he has always worked with the democratic party 
his time was so fully occupied with professional 
and business cares that he took but little part in 
public affairs. 

Warren Paul Meily was born July 22, 1878, at 
Lima, Ohio, and attended its public schools and 
Miami University. Later he became a student of 
the law department of the Ohio State University 
with the intention of preparing himself for the 
profession of a lawyer, but owing to trouble with 
his eyes he was forced to change his plans and 
leave school in the spring of 1899. For some years 
thereafter he found occupation for his energies 
and an outlet for his talents in a real estate busi- 
ness, in which he specialized in oil lands. Later, 
his attention being turned to advertising, he went 
with the Republican Gazette as advertising manager, 
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leaving it to hold the same position with the Times 
Democrat, and after three years with that journal 
became the advertising manager for the Lima News, 
and rose with it to be business manager. He held 
the same position with the Lima Times Democrat, 
and on May 1, 1920, he was made advertising man- 
get of the Lima Gazette, which position he still 
olds. 

On May 15, 1911, Mr. Meily was married to 
Virginia S. Strange, who was born at Green- 
field, Ohio, a daughter of J. L. and Josephine 
(Boatright) Strange, natives of Highland County, 
Ohio. Mr. Meily is an Episcopalian. In politics 
he is a democrat. The Lima Lodge No. 54, Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks, the Lima Rotary 
Club and the Lima Advertising Club hold his mem- 
bership. Mr. Meily is a worthy son of a fine father, 
and is recognized as one of the most enterprising 
men of Lima, as well as one of the city’s greatest 
boosters. 


Joun S. Steicer. The capacity for finding enjoy- 
ment in what one has to do, of being able to invest 
one’s labor with interest and enthusiasm, are essen- 
tials of success which were incorporated in the 
career of the late John S. Steiger, who died Octo- 
ber 9, 1920. Mr. Steiger was born on a farm lying 
three and one-half miles north of Spencerville 
May 23, 1856, and was a son of John George and 
Mary A. (Wein) Steiger. 

John George Steiger, the elder, was born in Colum- 
biana County, Ohio, May 27, 1797, and died May 15, 
1882. His son, John George Steiger, Jr., the father 
of John S., was born January 5, 1823, and was mar- 
ried September 7, 1843, to Mary Ann Wein, who 
was born November 4, 1820. After their marriage 
they resided for a time in Richland County, Ohio, 
but in 1852 came to Allen County, where the father 
entered land ‘in Spencer Township June 1, 1852, 
this being the same property that was owned and 
cultivated by his son. Here John George Steiger 
had eighty acres, all in the woods, and after making 
his original clearing and building his first small 
log cabin he settled down to the work of making 
his land ready for crops. During the active period 
of his career he succeeded in accomplishing this 
achievement and ultimately became one of the sub- 
stantial farmers of his locality, removing in middle 
life to his comfortable home at Delphos, where he 
died April 19, 1902, the mother having passed away 
on the farm. They were active and faithful members 
of the Christian Church, and Mr. Steiger was a 
democrat, but never sought public honor or office. 
There were five children in the family: Sarah A., 
born November 17, 1844; Amos E., born July 1, 
1846; Adessa J., born November 3, 1848; Amelia, 
born February 6, 1852; and John S., born May 23, 
1856. Sarah A. died March 10, 1845; Adessa J. 
passed away September 5, 1849; Amos E. was called 
to rest September 17, 1849; and Amelia A. is the 
wife of W. H. McKinsey, of Delphos, to whom she 
was married April 7, 1870. 

John S. Steiger was reared on the farm where he 
died, and as a youth divided his time between assist- 
ing his father in the work of the home farm and in 
attending the district school in Spencer Township. 
He continued under the parental roof and was mar- 
ried September 29, 1881, to Anna Doty, who was 
born at Mount Vernon, Ohio, in January, 1858, a 
daughter of William and Lydia Doty. Mr. and 
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Mrs. Steiger started housekeeping on the farm in 
Spencer Township, and here were born six children, 
of whom five are living: George William, born 
December 5, 1882, a graduate of the Spencerville 
High School, formerly a teacher in the public schools 
and now manager of the Farmers Union Elevator; 
Harry E., born February 23, 1885, who operates a 
farm in Spencer Township; Myrtle May, born 
September 25, 1887, the wife of John Beerman, an 
agriculturist of Spencer Township; Arthur R., a 
graduate of Spencerville High School, now time- 
keeper for a railroad at Hammond, Indiana; 
Bessie A., born in 1890, who died January 5, 1897; 
and Guy F., born June 16, 1899, who assisted his 
father on the home farm. The mother of these 
children died November 7, 1913, greatly respected and 
esteemed by her numerous friends and acquaintances, 
to whom her excellent traits of character were 
well known. Mr. Steiger was married April 29, 
1916, to Mrs, Jennie (Drewery) Cremeau, who was 
born in Muskingum County, Ohio, November 17, 
1857. She was first married February 28, 1875, 
to W. A. Cremeau who died October 2, 1893, and 
they were the parents of two children: Charles, 
who is deceased, and Edith E., the wife of Charles 
McKee, living at Elkhart, Indiana. Mrs. Steiger 
is a member of the Methodist Church. 

Mr. Steiger always lived on the farm which he 
occupied at the time of his death, and this land 
has never been out of the family name. It is a 
tract of 108 acres, fertile and well-cultivated, which 
has good buildings and modern improvements, and 
which Mr. Steiger devoted to general farming and 
to the raising of registered Jersey cattle and Chester 
White hogs. He used modern methods in his work, 
was industrious and a good marczer, and made a 
success of his activities. He was a_ stockholder 
in the Farmers Union Elevator at Spencerville and 
maintained an excellent reputation in business circles. 
He was a member of the Knights of Pythias, of 
which he was past chancellor, while Mrs. Steiger 
belongs to the Pythian Sisters, and both held mem- 
bership in the American Insurance Union. In poli- 
tics a democrat, Mr. Steiger displayed a commend- 
able and public-spirited interest in local affairs, and 
served capably as a member of the board of town- 
ship trustees. 


Epwarp J. THompson. Farming has been the life 
business of Edward J. Thompson. His home is five 
and a half miles southeast of Delphos on Elida rural 
route No. 1. Out of many years experience he has 
achieved a satisfying degree of success, has won 
the esteem of his neighborhood and has always been 
ready with his co-operation in movements to promote 
the general welfare. 

Mr. Thompson was born in Allen County Decem- 
ber 27, 1875. He is a son of William and Margaret 
(Holmes) Thompson, a venerable couple who have 
been married fifty-six years and have lived in 
Allen County since childhood. The father was born 
in Champaign County November 25, 1827, ninety- 
three years ago, while the mother was born in Hock- 
ing County in April, 1842. They came with their 
respective parents to Marion Township, grew up 
here, were educated in the public schools and were 
married March 13, 1864. They celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary more than six years ago. 
They have long been sustaining members of the 
Marion Baptist Church, and the father has been iden- 
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tified with the republican party since the time of 
its organization. Their three children still living 
are Della, wife of C. L. Allen, of Ridge Township, 
Van Wert County; John W., of Marion Township ; 
and Edward J. 

Edward J. Thompson grew up on the old home- 
stead in Marion Township, and after getting his edu- 
cation in the district school lived at home with his 
parents and helped his father run the farm from 
the time he was twenty-one until he was thirty. 

April 12, 1906, he married Emma Ridenour, who 
was born in Marion Township September 15, 1877, 
a daughter of Peter and Catherine Ridenour. After 
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Thompson lived a 
mile and a half southwest of their present home, 
where he owned twenty acres. For a year and a 
half he rented his father’s place, and then bought 
his present property, where he has ninety-three acres 
well cultivated and improved. Mr. and Mrs. Thomp- 
son have two sons: Roscoe, born August 8, 1907, 
a student in the public schools; and Richard, born 
July 13, 1919. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson are members of Morris 
Chapel of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Politi- 
cally he votes with the republican party. Besides 
his farm Mr. Thompson is a stockholder in the 
Elida Equity Exchange Elevator and in the local 
telephone company. 


SAMUEL S. BRENNEMAN. Farming and its attend- 
ant activities, the duties of good citizenship, have 
presented Samuel S. Brenneman with a busy pro- 
gram during the years since he attained majority. 
He is one of the prosperous farm owners of Marion 
Township, his home being three miles southeast of 
Delphos, on rural route No. 6 

Mr. Brenneman was born in the same township, 
in section 33, July 5, 1859, son of David and Leah 
(Stemen) Brenneman. His father was born Sep- 
tember 13, 1826, in Perry County, Ohio, while :the 
mother was born June 29, 1831. They grew up and 
were married in Perry County on April 5, 1849, and 
continued to live on a farm there until they came to 
Allen County in 1854. David Brenneman entered 
160 acres in Marion Township. Most of it was 
covered with heavy timber and a patch had to be 
cleared away in which to erect their log cabin home. 
Eventually as a result of his labors David Brenne- 
man saw a wide area in cultivation, and his indus- 
try and good judgment brought him the ownership 
of 240 acres. He was one of the highiy esteemed 
pioneers of Marion Township, where he spent his 
active life. He and his wife were Mennonites, and 
he was a liberal contributor to the church. Politically 
he cast his vote as a Republican. In the family were 
five children: Lydia, born April 14, 1850, wife of 
W. H. Chandler, of Putnam County, Ohio; Catherine, 
born July 2, 1852, died April 16, 1920; Elizabeth, 
born December 3, 1854, is the wife of P. F. Heidle- 
baugh, a prominent farmer and business man of 
Allen County; Samuel S.; and Ezra, born Novem- 
ber 10, 1862, died January 23, 1863. 

Samuel S. Brenneman grew up on the home farm, 
and attended the district schools. When past his 
majority he rented his father’s place and subse- 
qyently bought part of the farm. On February 8, 
1883, he married Elizabeth Stemen, who was born in 
Sugar Creek Township, Allen County, October 6, 
1861, daughter of Andrew and Jane (Sakemiller) 
Steman. Her father was born in Perry County, 
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Ohio, December 31, 1825, while her mother was born 
in Pennsylvania in 1829. On coming to Allen County 
they settled on a farm in Sugar Creek Township, 
where they spent the rest of their lives. They were 
zealous members of the Mennonite Church. 
_After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Brenneman 
lived on the old Brenneman homestead until Novem- 
ber, 1909, when they moved to their present place, 
where he has 143 acres, practically all in crops and 
devoted to general farming and_ stock raising. 
Mr. and Mrs. Brenneman are members of Morris 
Chapel of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Politi- 
cally he is a republican. They have two sons, Ira 
and Hershel. Ira, who was born December 1, 1883, 
married Annie Richie and has four children. 
Hershel, born September 2, 1888, married Edna 
Good, who died leaving one child. The grand- 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Brenneman are Oren, 
Richard, Nile and Esther, while Carroll is the only 
child of Hershel Brenneman. Ira and Hershel 
though reared as Methodists are now members of 
the Mennonite Church. 


_Hopart M. MumMaucH is an architect by profes- 
sion and is junior partner of E. W. Mumaugh & 
Sons, general contractors and builders, whose scope 
of work in Allen County has been one of wide and 
great importance. The firm have their offices in 
the Eilerman Building. 

Mr. Mumaugh was born in Lima, a son of E. W. 
and Dora (Resse) Mumaugh. As a boy he attended 
the public schools, spending two and a half years 
in the Central High School, and for one year pur- 
sued the civil engineering course in the Ohio North- 
ern University at Ada. Mr. Mumaugh had five years 
of experience with the Lima architect J. A. Chapin, 
and then for one year practiced as an architect on 
his own account. Since 1916 he has been actively 
associated with his father, and during that time 
among more important construction contracts 
handled by the firm might be mentioned the Saint 
Rita Hospital, Saint Rose High School, the Knights 
of Columbus Home, Regent Theater and the Tele- 
phone Building. 

In 1918 Mr. Mumaugh married Leona Van Natta, 
a daughter of Harry Van Natta, of Lima. 
Mr. Mumaugh is a republican, a member of the 
ea Church and is affliated with the Lima Lodge 
Oo Ss 


Harmon T. Bussert. The part played in adver- 
tising by the expert photographer can scarcely be 
over-estimated, and he has become a very impor- 
tant adjunct to this branch of commercial life. 
A number of skilled photographers are specializing 
on commercial work, finding in it an opportunity for 
carrying out ideas of their own and developing their 
artistic sense as well as giving scope to their knowl- 
edge and experience. One of the photographers of 
Allen County who is making a great success in this 
line, although he is also doing all kinds of photo- 
graphic work, is Harmon T. Bussert, of Lima. 

Harmon T. Bussert was born in Marion Town- 
ship, Allen County, Ohio, in September, 1877, a 
son of Peter Ambrose and Mary (Thomas) Bus- 
sert, natives of Allen County, Ohio. The maternal 
grandparents were James and Ann Elizabeth (Mor- 
gan) Thomas, natives of Wales and pioneers of 
Allen County, in which they settled on a farm near 
Gomer. After their marriage Peter A. Bussert 
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and his wife located on a farm in the vicinity of 
Scott’s Crossing, and there he died in August, 1880. 
Following his death his widow moved to Delphine, 
Ohio, where she died in April, 1915. Their children 
were as follows: Iva M., who married Edward L. 
Morton, of Toledo, Ohio; Harmon T., who was 
second in order of birth; and Ann Elizabeth, who 
married Carl Gantvoort, of New York City, 
New York. 

Growing up on his father’s farm, Harmon T. Bus- 
sert attended the local schools and the high school 
of Delphine, Ohio. When a lad he sold newspapers - 
and worked at whatever came to hand, and when 
he was nineteen years of age he went to Columbus 
Grove to operate a photograph gallery. After six 
years there he went to Otway, Ohio, where he bought 
a photographic establishment, and conducted it very 
successfully for three years. At the expiration of 
that time he came to Lima, and for six years was 
one of the skilled employes of Fenner Brothers, 
when once more he went into business for himself, 
and has built up a large and valuable patronage. 
There are few men who can distance him in com- 
mercial work, but everything he does shows care 
and skill, and his reputation is an enviable one. 

In February, 1910, Mr. Bussert was united in mar- 
riage with Audrey Weaver, born at Beaver Dam, 
Ohio, a daughter of B. W. and Cora (Schull) 
Weaver, natives of Allen County. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bussert have one daughter, Julianno, who was born 
May 8, 1916. Mr. Bussert is a republican in his 
political faith, but has never cared to enter public 
life. Lima Lodge No. 54, Benevolent-and Protective 
Order of Elks, holds his membership, and he has held 
all of the offices in it except that of exalted ruler. 
He is also a member of the Rotary Club, and through 
it is effecting some desirable changes and improve- 
ments at Lima, and in every way is proving his worth 
as a good business man and constructive citizen. 


Ora B. Crites, township clerk of Amanda Town- 
ship, is one of the best known men in that com- 
munity. He still has the advantage and resources of 
comparative youth, and is in the high tide of his 
career as a successful and progressive farmer. 

Mr. Crites was born in Allen County January 8, 
‘1877, son of O. B. and Eliza R. (Anderson) Crites. 
His father was born in American Township May 16, 
1853, and the mother was also a native of Allen 
County. She died in 1893, while O. B. Crites is 
now living in Auglaize County. There were two 
children, Ora B. and Bessie, the latter the wife of 
Ernest M. Burget, of Amanda Township. 

Ora B. Crites spent his boyhood days in Ameri- 
can Township, attended the common schools, the 
Lutheran Business College at Lima, and after grad- 
uating spent one summer with the Ohio Southern 
Railroad Company. He then returned to the land 
and has found farming both a pleasant and profitable 
vocation. ‘ 

Mr. Crites married Daisy Daugherty on June 25, 
1898, and they have one son, Roy E., now in high 
school. Mrs. Crites was born in Pickaway County, 
Ohio, May 28, 1878, but was reared and educated in 
Allen County. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. 
Crites began housekeeping in American Township 
on rented land, and from the position of renters 
their thrift and industry have brought them the 
ownership of 103 acres in Amanda Township, on 
rural route No. 3 out of Spencerville. Mr. Crites 
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is a man of generous sympathies and interests. He 
is one of the trustees and a member of the official 
board of the United Brethren Church at Kempton, 
for five years was superintendent of its Sunday 
school and is now assistant superintendent. He 
is a member of Elida Lodge No. 818 of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, of Acadia Lodge 
No. 306, Free and Accepted Masons, and the Royal 
Arch Chapter. He has filled two offices in Amanda 
Township, treasurer and clerk, and was elected to 
both on the democratic ticket. 


Joun A. Burcet. The farming interests of Allen 
County are in charge of efficient, industrious men 
who have given to their labor that application of 
scientific effort that is bound to bring the best results. 
Years of observance of the best methods have 
brought the occupation of farming up to the stand- 
ard of one of the sciences and the constant improve- 
ment of farming machinery has been a helpful 
factor in the vocation’s development. Among the 
agriculturists of Allen County who have carried on 
their work in a scientific way, one who has been 
the architect of his own fortunes and has won suc- 
cess through his own industry and good manage- 
ment, is John A. Burget, of Amanda Township, 
and a member of the board of trustees of that 
township. He was born in Pickaway County, Ohio, 
November 11, 1860, a son of Bartholomew and 
Elizabeth (Peters) Burget. 

Bartholomew Burget was born in Pickaway 
County, where he was educated in the public schools, 
and as a young man adopted the vocation of farming. 
This he followed in his native county until late in 
1860, when he came to Allen County and purchased 
a farm of eighty acres in the woods of Amanda 
Township. He was engaged in clearing this land 
when the Civil war came on, and in 1863 was called 
into the service of the Union army, being connected 
with an Ohio infantry regiment at the time he met 
his death by drowning in the Potomac River. He 
left at his death his widow and six children: Mary, 
who became the wife of James Imler, of Van Wert 
County. now deceased; Josephine, who died as the 
wife of Charles Bowers, of Amanda Township; 
Jacob, engaged in farming in Putnam County. Ohio; 
John A.; Anna, the wife of Andrew Starkey, of 
Allen County; and Sarah J., the wife of Clement 
Culp, of Amanda Township. 

John A. Burget had only an ordinary education 
in the public schools, and as a youth was called 
upon to perform a man’s duties on the home farm, 
for the death of his father had left the family in 
straightened circumstances and it was necessary 
that all the children do their part in contributing 
to the family income. He was engaged in working 
by the month or by the day until his marriage, 
April 26, 1883, to Miss Jennie Herring, who was 
born December 6. 1865, in Allen County, and edu- 
cated in the public schools of American Township, 
a daughter of Penrose Herring. They commenced 
their married life as a poor young couple, but their 
industry and good management brought about a 
change in their affairs and finally they were able 
to purchase the interest of the other heirs to 
Mr. Burget’s father’s estate, thus obtaining 280 acres 
of land, of which they now retain 230 acres. On 
this land he has made a decided success of his farm- 
ing operations, at this time being looked up to as 
one of the well-to-do men of his community. He 
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is a stockholder in the Equity Exchange Elevator 
at Elida, and is influential in his community, where 
he is at present serving as a member of the school 
board and of the board of trustees of Amanda 
Township. In politics he is a staunch supporter of 
the democratic party. Mr. and Mrs. Burget belong 
to the United Brethren Church and have been active 
in its work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Burget are the parents of two sons: 
Ernest M., born February 7, 1884, is a graduate of 
high school and a farmer of Amanda Township. 
He married Bessie Crites and has five children. 
Waller A., born May 1. 1899, is also a graduate of 
high school and an Amanda Township agriculturist. 
He married Ilo Staver and to them has been 
born one daughter, Helen Louise. 


Henry F. Baper. While he has carried the 
responsibilities of farming for over forty years 
Mr. Baber is still only partially retired, and owns, 
occupies and looks after a well cultivated place 
on rural route No. 6 out of Delphos, about eleven 
miles southeast of that town. 

He has spent practically all his life in Allen 
County and was born seven miles southwest of Lima, 
in Amanda Township. July 9, 1856. His parents, 
James and Susan J. (McMullen) Baber, were natives 
of Virginia, where they were reared and married. 
His mother was a sister of Fayette McMullen, at 
one time a distinguished United States Senator from 
Virginia. After their marriage James Baber and 
wife came to Ohio, first settling in Ross County 
and then moving to Allen County. where they were 
residents for many years. The mother was active in 
church affairs, and the father as a democrat held 
various local offices, including that oi justice of 
the peace. 

Henry F. Baber is the last survivor oi eleven 
children. He grew up on a farm, had a common 
school education, and at the age of nineteen began 
working as a farm hand. He earned his early capi- 
tal by work and saving, and his life has been one 


of industry through all his years. He has been 
prosperous, has reared a large family. and still 
retains in his individual ownership fitty acres, 


having divided his original farm of 102 acres, deed- 
ing fiftv-two acres to his wife. He is a democrat 
in politics. Mr. and Mrs. Baber have the following 
children: Theodosia, wife of Albert Hanley; C. V. 
Baber, a prosperous farmer owning 160 acres near 
Elida; Ira E., a farmer east of Lima; Henry E.. of 
Allen County; Susie A.. wife of Ernest Odem. of 
Shawnee Township, Allen County; Alta B., wife of 
William Rader, of Spencerville. a pumper in the 
oil field; Lillie. wife of Charles Thomas: Lester F., 
a contractor of ditches of Kemp, Ohio: and Ida E.. 
wife of Clarence Thomas, a farmer in American 
Township of Allen County. 


Lewis A. Mitrer. Steadily through the years of 
his early and mature manhood Lewis A. Miller has 
seen his affairs prosper as a farmer, made his acres 
respond to his intelligent care, has laid the secure 
foundation of a good home, and has achieved the 
respect and confidence of all his neighbors and 
friends in Allen County. 

Mr. Miller, whose home is in section 3 of Amanda 
Township, was born November 13, 1860, a son of 
Anderson and Eliza J. (Coon) Miller. Both his 
father and mother were born in Allen County. the 
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former near Allentown in American Township and 
the latter in Shawnee Township. Anderson Miller 
died in 1866, when his son Lewis was only six years 
oid. The mother has survived to a good old age, 
and for her second husband married Samuel Miller. 
The two children of her first husband are Lewis A. 
and Pleasant R., the latter deceased. She had a son 
by her second marriage, Oris Miller, of Amanda 
Township. 

Lewis A. Miller grew up on a farm in Amanda 
Township, and gained his education in the common 
schools. He assisted his mother and stepfather on 
the farm until he was twenty-seven, and on Novem- 
ber 24, 1887, he established a home of his own by 
his marriage to Cora Umbaugh. Mrs. Miller was 
born in Shawnee Township of Allen County Decem- 
ber 2, 1867, a daughter of Elias and Amanda 
(Berryhill) Umbaugh. Her father was born in 
Carroll County, Ohio, in 1821. Her mother, who 
was born in Fairfield County in 1832, is still living at 
the advanced age of eighty-eight. Mrs. Miller is the 
only survivor of two daughters, Cora and Mary. 

At the time of their marriage thirty-three years 
ago Mr. and Mrs. Miller moved to their present 
farm, where they have 100 acres, well cultivated 
and improved and devoted to the crops of this sec- 
tion. Mr. Miller is also a stockholder in the Elida 
Elevator. He is a republican voter, and he and his 
wife are active members of the Methodist Church 
near their home. 

They have two children. Flavius M., the older, 
was born April 15, 1890, was well educated in the 
district schools and the Spencerville High School, 
and now lives at Lima. He married Zelma Bird. 
Elias E., the younger son, was born June 4, 1893, 
and has completed his education and is assisting his 
father in the management of the farm. 


Georce W. STRAYER. Some of the most important 
interests of agriculture and stock industry of Allen 
County have been concentrated in the Strayer family 
for a long period of years. Living on land originally 
acquired by his father, George W. Strayer has for 
many years been one of the men of enterprise in the 
agricultural section of Amanda Township. His 
home is six miles northeast of Spencerville. 

He was born in the same township, near Zion 
Church. July 4, 1860, son of Samuel K. and Sarah 
A. (Elliker) Strayer. His father was born in 
Pennsylvania in September, 1820, while his mother 
was born in Fairfield County, Ohio, in 1830. After 
their marriage they settled on the land where George 
W. Strayer now lives, and in course of time Samuel 
Strayer owned 164 acres, well improved, and from 
this soil he gained his prosperity and provided for 
his family. He was a democrat in politics, and his 
wife was a faithful member of the Christian Union 
Church at Hartford. In their family were seven 
children: Mary E., widow of Joshua McGath, of 
Delphos, Ohio; Lydia A., wife of Frank F. Miller, 
of Amanda Township; Isabel, wife of Samuel F. 
Ditto, of Marion Township; George W.; Adaline, 
widow of George Busset, of Delphos; Clara A., wife 
of Levi Roush, of Amanda Township; and Samuel 
S., a farmer in Amanda Township. p 

George: W. Strayer grew up on the old farm in 
Amanda Township, acquired his education in the 
local schools, and lived at home until he reached 
his majority. He then began renting a farm, and on 
July 5, 1884, married Mattie E. Haverstick, who was 
born in Amanda Township February 7, 1860. For 
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over thirty-five years Mr. Strayer has been a prac- 
tical farmer, and largely from his own earnings has 
paid for and developed the farm of 100 acres he 
owns. He is a stockholder in the Farmers Union 
Elevator at Spencerville, and has associated him- 
self with all progressive movements in his com- 
munity. He is a democrat, and with his family is 
a member of the Methodist Church. There are three 
children: Samuel F.; Jennie, wife of Ira Miller, of 
Spencerville; and Nile M., at home. 

Samuel F. Strayer has already achieved a place 
of consequence in his community, both as a practical 
and business-like farmer and as the present treas- 
urer of Amanda Township. He was born in Marion 
Township of Allen County April 21, 1885, and was 
educated in the district schools and the Lima Busi- 
ness College. Since leaving school he has been asso- 
ciated with his father in the farm and owns twenty 
acres in his own right. He is a member of the 
Methodist Church and is affiliated with Deep Cut 
Lodge No. 311 of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. 


Rosert H. Brooxs. A highly esteemed and widely 
known resident of Allen County, who has made his 
home here for the greater part of half a century, 
Robert H. Brooks has given successful management 
to his farming interests and also to the duties of 
public office entrusted to him by his fellow citizens. 

Mr. Brooks, whose home farm is three miles north- 
east of Spencerville, in section 31 of Amanda Town- 
ship, was born near Washington Court House, Ohio, 
December 27, 1849, son of James and Susanna 
(Burnett) Brooks. His parents were born and 
reared in Fayette County, Ohio, and after their 
marriage and when Robert was two years of age 
they moved to Allen County, in 1851, settling in 
the woods and clearing a farm in Amanda Township. 
They lived to see the work of their hands pros- 
pered, and they died at the home where their son 
Robert now lives. They were very earnest members 
of the Methodist Church, liberal supporters of 
church activities in their community, and James 
Brooks also served as township trustee and as a 
member of the School Board. Politically he was a 
democrat. In their family were four children: 
Robert H.; Mary, wife of Samuel Kief, of Amanda 
Township; Naomi, who died in infancy; and Adda, 
wife of Dr. C. W. Sellin, of Arkansas. 

Robert H. Brooks grew up on the home farm and 
besides the advantages of the common schools 
attended a normal school and was a teacher for 
three terms. Otherwise his years have been spent 
most effectively in the vocation of agriculture, and 
he still owns a farm of 121 acres and gives it his 
personal supervision. 

Mr. Brooks married Albina Dunn, a native of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, where she was born February 9, 1855. 
Her parents were Beracha and Artemesia (Patter- 
son) Dunn. Her father was born in August, 1808, 
in Hamilton County, Ohio. He and his wife were 
members of the Baptist Church, and he was a stanch 
democrat who held the offices of justice of the peace 
and mayor of his home town. Mr. and Mrs. Brooks 
after their marriage located on the farm where they 
still reside. They have six living children: Effie, 
wife of Samuel L. Sakemiller; Beatrice, widow of 
William Sawmiller; Robert, of Oklahoma; John, 
who lives in Wisconsin; and Paul and Howard, 
both at home. Mr. Brooks is a democrat in political 
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affiliation and for twelve years filled the office of 
justice of the peace with admirable efficiency. 


WILLIAM BurtcHin. After a long period of useful 
endeavor along agricultural lines William Burtchin 
is now enjoying a well-earned leisure in his beautiful 
home at Lima. He is a man who did his duty as a 
soldier during the war between the two sections 
of the country, and he has been equally loyal to his 
country during its times of peace. Mr. Burtchin 
was born in Baden, Germany, November 18, 1840, 
a son of Jacob and Mary Catherine (Dreher) 
Burtchin, natives of Germany, where the former was 
born January 1, 1813, and the latter in 1814. They 
came to the United States and located near Colum- 
bus, Ohio, where he died in August, 1891, she having 
passed away in September, 1890. Their children 
were as follows: Jacob, who is deceased; William, 
whose name heads this review; Frederick, who was 
born in March, 1851, lives in Franklin County, Ohio; 
Mary Catherine, who was born in May, 1853, is 
Mrs. William Dunning of Columbus, Ohio; and 
rhea who is Mrs, William Kaylich of Columbus, 

io. 

On September 5, 1868, William Burtchin arrived 
in Allen County, where he has since resided. For the 
first three years he was engaged in working by the 
month for farmers, and then bought sixty-six acres 
of land, a portion of which was cleared, and on 
which was a log cabin and a log stable. Here he 
and his two brothers. made their home until he was 
married at Columbus, Ohio, but later moved to Turo 
took up the work of improving the farm. He cleared 
off the land, improved it, and was engaged in farm- 
ing until October, 1918, when he rented his farm 
and bought a fine bungalow at 770 Oak street, 
Lima, where he is now living. In addition to his 
original farm Mr. Burtchin owns another farm of 
114 acres, both properties being located in section 
18, Shawnee Township, Allen County. Each farm 
has its own set of buildings, and is in excellent con- 
dition. Mr. Burtchin has always been in favor of 
good roads and other township improvements, and 
he and William Rusler built the first piece of road 
pike in Shawnee Township. He is a republican and 
has served as road supervisor and school director. 

In March, 1872, Mr. Burtchin was married to 
Mary M. Spindler, born at Columbus, Ohio, a daugh- 
ter of Isaac and Anna Susan (Paulus) Spindler, 
natives of Pennsylvania and Germany, who were 
married at Columbus, Ohio, but later moved to Truro 
Township. The paternal grandparents of Mrs. Burt- 
chin were Matthias and Elizabeth Spindler, the 
former a native of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
and the latter of Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Burtchin 
became the parents of the following children: Anna, 
who was Mrs. Albert Lacey, died at the age of 
twenty-five years; Mary, who is the widow of Gahart 
Stoll, lives at Lima; John Jacob, who is at home; 
Andrew J., who is a farmer of Marion Township; 
Matilda, who is Mrs. F. H. Folker of American 
Township; Elizabeth, who is Mrs. J. W. Zerkel of 
Lima; Charles, who is a farmer of Amanda Town- 
ship; and Harry, who is a farmer of Logan Town- 
ship, Auglaize County. Both Mr. and Mrs. Burtchin 
attended the district schools of Ohio, in the several 
communities in which they were then residing. They 
are consistent members of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church of Lima. 

When the Union was threatened William Burtchin 
was one of the young men of the country who 


and acquired a practical education 


HISTORY OF ALLEN COUNTY 


entered its service, he enlisting August 22, 1862, in 
Company B, One Hundred and Thirteenth Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, and participated in the battles 
of Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Resaca, Altoona 
Pass, and was in the campaign against Atlanta, the 
March to the Sea and in the Grand Review at 
Washington. He was honorably discharged at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, July 8, 1865. During his period of 
service he escaped being wounded or being taken 
prisoner, although he was in some of the most 
hotly contested engagements of the war. Having 
now considerable time upon his hands Mr. Burtchin 
is able to study local conditions, and as he is a great 
believer in Lima and Allen County, he favors those 
movements which have for their object the improve- 
ment of this section, although of course he is not a 
supporter of an extravagant expenditure of the 
taxpayers’ money. 


Frep J. MoenTeR is a farmer both by inheritance 
and by choice, and like many modern farmers has 
also interested himself in the affairs of his com- 
munity, both business and civic. Mr. Moenter’s 
home farm is in Marion Township, three miles 
southeast of Delphos, on rural route No. 1. 

He was born in the same township September 8, 
1865, son of J. H. and Mary A. (Wulfhorst) Moen- 
ter. J. H. Moenter, who was born in Germany 
May 12, 1839, came with his parents to the United 
States in 1849, and grew up in Marion Township of 
Allen County. He had a very limited education in 
local schools but became a practical and industrious 
farmer. His wife was born in April, 1840. After 
their marriage they farmed for two years near Fort 
Jennings, after which they sold their place and 
moved to Marion Township, where for a long period 
of years they were honored and respected citfzens. 
The father died in 1911 and the mother in 1919. 
They were active members of the Catholic Church 
at Delphos and the father was a democrat. Of ten 
children six are still living:* John, who lives in that 
portion of Delphos in Van Wert County; Fred J.; 
Henry, who is the present county treasurer of Put- 
nam County; Elizabeth, wife of William Recker, 
of Liepsic, Putnam County; Joseph and Louis, both 
farmers in Marion Township. 

Fred J. Moenter grew up on a farm near Delphos 
in the local 
schools. He lived with his parents until he was 
thirty-three years of age. He married Anna Grewe, 
who died July 14, 1910, the mother of one son, Carl, 
who was born June 24, 1899. In 1912 Mr. Moenter 
married Mary Burger, a native of Putnam County. 
They were active in the Catholic Church at Delphos, 
and Mr. Moenter is affliated with the Knights of 
Columbus. 

Politically he has always acted with the democratic 
party. He served a term very capably as assessor 
of Marion Township. He is one of the directors of 
the German Mutual Fire Insurance Company at 
Delphos, the executive officials of which are John 
Wellman, president; Joseph Elwer, vice president; 
Arthur O. Wulfhorst, secretary; and Joseph Baum- 
gardner, treasurer. The other directors are Syl 
Gerdeman of Van Wert County, Felix Clement of 
Putnam County and Fred J. Moenter of Allen 
County. Mr. Moenter is also secretary and treas- 
urer of the Delphos Equity Exchange Company. 
The Moenter farm in Marion Township comprises 
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sixty-three acres, and for many years has been the 
scene of Mr. Moenter’s industrious efforts, and in 
that time he has given it much of its permanent 
value and equipment. j 


ABRAM J. LAMAN. After a varied experience at a 
mechanical trade and as a merchant Abram J. Laman 
settled down to the occupation of farming, and as 
proprietor of what is known as the old Carey farm 
has one of the attractive and valuable places in 
Allen County. This farm is four and a half miles 
northeast of Spencerville in Amanda Township. 

Mr. Laman represents an old family of Allen 
County and was born in Marion Township Septem- 
ber 1, 1863, son of John A. and Mary M. (Miller) 
Laman. His father was born in Pennsylvania June 
14, 1834, and his mother was born March 4, 1837. 
Both are still living, well past the age of fourscore. 
They were married in Allen County, and spent their 
active lives as hard working and prosperous farmers, 
Both have always taken a deep interest in the affairs 
of their church and politically the father has cast 
his vote.as a democrat for over sixty years. Of ten 
children seven are still living: Catherine, wife of 
Allie Miller, of Spencerville; George W., a resident 
of Middlepoint, Van Wert County, Ohio; Joseph, of 
American Township, Allen County; Abram J.; Anna, 
widow of John Petree, of Lima, Ohio; William, who 
lives on a farm four and a half miles southeast of 
Lima; and Mina, wife of Frank Musser. The 
deceased children were Sarah A., John and one that 
died in infancy. 

Abram J. Laman grew up in Marion and Amanda 
townships, made the best possible use of the advan- 
tages of the local schools, and as a young man 
learned the trade of carpenter. In 1889 he married 
Cynda Miller, who was born February 19, 1870, a 
daughter of Henry C. Miller. After his marriage 
Mr. Laman continued to work at the carpenter’s 
trade for two years. He then bought a house with 
ten acres of ground, but sold that and acquired a 
general store at Southworth, Ohio, where he was in 
business for six years. On selling his mercantile 
establishment he bought his present farm and has 
occupied it since the fall of 1900. He has 114 acres, 
well improved and practically all of it used for some 
purpose. He makes a specialty of Polled Durham 
cattle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Laman had six children: Mazie A., 
wife of Harlie McDonald, of Lima; Faira A., who 
married Millie Eley and lives at Lima; Gladys, wife 


of Archie Staup, of Spencerville; Walter, who is. 


married and lives at Delphos; Dewey, who was a 
World war soldier, lives at Lima; and Zella J. is the 
wife of Titus Moorman. The family are members 
of the Baptist Church, in which Mr. Laman is a 
deacon and trustee, and at present superintendent 
of the Sunday school. Politically he is affiliated 
with the democratic party. 


J. S. F. McCormack, an ex-service man who 
was an ensign in the navy aviation department during 
the World war, is manager of the Lima branch of 
the B. F. Goodrich Rubber Company at 125-127 
West Elm street. f 

Mr. McCormack was born at Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania, October 20, 1890, son of W. E. and Margaret 
A. (Fife) McCormack. He is of Scotch-Irish ances- 
try, and in most of the generations the family have 
been farmers. The McCormacks came to America 
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about 1792, and from Maryland transferred their 
home to the vicinity of Pittsburgh. His parents are 
still living, retired farmers, and J. S. F. McCormack 
is the younger of two children. 

He attended public school at Pittsburgh, at the 
Washington and Jefferson Academy, and in 1912 
entered the University of Pittsburgh, where he was 
graduated in 1915. For a time he was in the sugar 
brokerage business for himself at Pittsburgh. In 
May, 1917, he joined the navy at Cleveland, was 
sent to Pensacola, Florida, training as a landsman 
machinist of motor aviation at the air station. In 
October, 1917, he left there as chief quartermaster 
and was sent to the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology for an eight weeks’ training in the ground 
school of aviation. Then for three months he was 
on duty at Akron, Ohio, and went back to Pensa- 
cola, Florida, where he remained until June, 1918. In 
the meantime he was commissioned an ensign, April 
23, 1918, and from New York went overseas to Brest, 
France, and was in active service at several air sta- 
tions in France until January 18, 1919, when he 
returned to New York and for a time was on duty 
at the air station at Cape May, New Jersey, from 
March, 1919, until he was retired on the inactive list 


in May. 

June 1, 1919, Mr. McCormack entered the Goodrich 
Rubber Company’s school at Akron, had further 
training at Chicago and Cleveland, and in August 
came to Lima as salesman in the Lima branch. He 
has since been promoted to manager, and his dis- 
trict comprises nine counties. He has built up a 
large business for the Goodrich Company. 

April 26, 1920, Mr. McCormack married Catherine 
Eberman of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. He is a 
member of the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity of the 
University of Pittsburgh, is affiliated with the Elks, 
and at Lima is a member of the Shawnee Country 
Club, Lima Club and Chamber of Commerce, and is 
a member of the United Presbyterian Church. 


STANLEY W. PeEttier. Through several genera- 
tions the Peltier family has been a prominent one in 
Allen County, and the men of this name have been 
known as progressive citizens, substantial farmers 
and in every way fulfilling their obligations as home 
owners and members of the community. 

Of this family Stanley W. Peltier has spent many 
years in farming in Marion Township, his home 
being four miles east of Delphos. He was born in 
the same township August 14, 1869, son of Enos and 
Evaline (Scott) Peltier. His father was born near 
Deep Cut in Auglaize County, Ohio. Of six chil- 
dren five are still living: Stanley; Nettie, wife of 
G. N. Copris, of Marion Township; Frank, of Del- 
phos; Bessie, wife of William W. Kantz, of Lima; 
and Ralph, at home. 

Stanley W. Peltier grew up on a farm and 
acquired a good education in the local schools. 
When he began his independent career at the age 
of twenty-one it was as a dairy farmer, and he was 
active in that industry for ten years, and since then 
has spread his efforts over a general farming enter- 
prise. He and his son own sixty-one acres in 
Marion Township, but their farming operations are 
carried on with 130 acres. 

June 29, 1893, Mr. Peltier married Resa Copus, 
who was born in Allen County, in Sugar Creek 
Township, February 12, 1870. She acquired a good 
education and for several years before her marriage 
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was a teacher. Mr. and Mrs. Peltier have three 
children: Kenneth, the eldest, was educated in the 
local schools and when America entered the war with 
Germany he went into the service and spent eleven 
months overseas in France and Germany. He is an 
active member of the local post of the American 
Legion. He married Myrtle McCoy, and is now 
engaged in farming in Marion Township. Dorothy, 
the only daughter, is the wife of Donald Foust and 
lives in Lima. Leslie, the youngest child, finished 
his education in the Delphos High School and is 
still at home. The Peltier family are members of 
Morris Chapel of the Methodist Church, Mr. Pel- 
tier being one of the trustees. He has twice served 
as master of Hope Lodge No. 214, Free and Accepted 
Masons, is high priest of Delphos Chapter No. 105, 
Royal Arch Masons, and is deputy master of Delphos 
Council No. 72, Royal and Select Masters. In poli- 
tics Mr. Peltier supports the principles of the repub- 
lican party. 


Epwarp J. Forp is head of a prosperous family 
partnership known as E. J. Ford & Sons, which for 
many years has carried on general farming and 
stock raising and also operated a stone quarry near 
Scott’s Crossing in Marion Township. 

Mr. Ford was born near Urbana, Ohio, December 
19, 1853, but has lived in Allen County since March, 
1854, when his parents, Joseph and Isabelle (Moore) 
Ford settled here. His grandfather, Joseph Ford, 
Sr., was born March 4, 1781, and married Catherine 
Snell, who was born May 4, 1781. The family were 
pioneers in Kentucky and later came to Ohio. 

Edward J. Ford was reared and educated in 
Marion Township and lived at home until his mar- 
riage. Many years ago he took up stone quarrying 
as an important adjunct to his farming, and has 
been in that industry since 1894. Associated with his 
two sons, he continues that industry and also the 
operation of his farm of ninety-three acres. 

January 30, 1880, he married Lavina Phillips, a 
daughter of Isaac and Polly (Crites) Phillips. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ford had six children: Ernest R., born 
October 18, 1880, lives at Scott’s Crossing; he mar- 
ried Grace Alspaugh; Myron N., born July 5, 1882, 
was educated in the public schools, in the Ohio 
Northern University at Ada, and is now secretary 
of the Board of Pharmacy of the State of Ohio. 
He married Goldie Friedaline of Delphos, who died 
in February, 1920, leaving two children. Grover R. 
born September 15, 1884, attended the public schools 
and the Middlepoint Academy, and is a farmer in 
Van Wert County. He is the father of three chil- 
dren. Warren W., born September 2, 1886, is a 
machinist by trade and is a member of the partner- 
ship E, J. Ford & Sons. Emmett B., the youngest, 
born April 4, 1896, was for fifteen months in the 
army at Camp Sherman. Grace died at the age of 
fourteen months. The family are members of the 
Christian Church. and Mr. Ford is affiliated with 
Delphos Lodge, Knights of Pythias, and in politics 
is a democrat. 


Enos Pertier. Though retired from farming 
responsibilities, which he carried for nearly half a 
century, Enos Peltier is still living on his farm near 
Scott’s Crossing in Marion Township. Mr. Peltier 
_ 1s an honored survivor of the Civil war. He was 
a member of a family that made a splendid patriotic 
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record during that national crisis, several of his 
brothers being with him in the Union army. 

Mr. Peltier, whose home is four miles southeast 
of Delphos on rural route No. 6, was born at Deep 
Cut in Auglaize County, Ohio, January 2, 1842, son 
of James and Jane (Clark) Peltier. His father was 
born in Detroit, Michigan, in 1806, of French ances- 
try, while the mother was born in Franklin County, 
Ohio, in 1811, of Holland Dutch stock. After their 
marriage they lived in Lima, where James Peltier for 
a number of years was a general merchant. Later he 
moved to a farm near Elida, and in 1863 sold that 
and moved southeast of Delphos. He died at the 
age of eighty-two. Besides farming he was also a 
minister of the Methodist Church, serving as a local 
preacher. Of his six children only two are now liv- 
ing: Louisa became the wife os S. J. Brand; Wil- 
liam C., who served three years in the Ninety-Ninth 
Ohio Infantry, was wounded at the battle of Look- 
out Mountain and is now deceased; John W., also 
deceased, served three years in the Eighty-first 
Ohio Infantry and was wounded at Atlanta; Enos 
is the fourth in age; Sheldon, deceased, was for 
three years a member of the Eighty-First Ohio 
Infantry; and Charles, the youngest, is a farmer at 
Hudson, Michigan. 

Enos Peltier grew up in Allen County. acquired a 
public school education, at first attending a subscrip- 
tion school. He was nineteen years of age when 
the Civil war began, and in 1862 he enlisted in Com- 
pany E of the Ninety-Ninth Ohio Infantry. He 
saw long and arduous service, marching in the 
campaigns from Covington, Kentucky, to Atlanta, 
Georgia, but never received a wound. For many 
years he has been an honored member of Ruel Post 
No. 95 of the Grand Army of the Republic. Mr. Pel- 
tier is afhliated with Hope Lodge No. 214, Free 
and Accepted Masons, and his wife was active in the 
Eastern Star Chapter at Delphos. 

In 1868 Mr. Peltier married Evaline Scott. who 
was born in 1846, a daughter of William Scott, Sr. 
To their marriage were born seven children, one of 
whom died in infancy. Stanley is married and lives 
in Marion Township; Nellie is the wife of George 
M. Copus; Frank is married and lives at Delphos; 
Erwin is deceased; Bessie is the wife of William 
Kantz; Ralph is married and lives with his father. 
A grandson, Kenneth Peltier, added to the family 
record of patriotism by service in the World war, 
and spent a year and a half in France. The family 
are members ot the Methodist Church and Mr. Pel- 
tier has voted the republican ticket ever since the 
Civil war. The farm where he spends his declining 
years in comfortable retirement contains fifty-two 
acres. 


WitttaM J. SHEPHERD. The increase in the 
demand for farm products and the better opportuni- 
ties offered agriculturalists have sent many men 
back to the rural regions after they have had some 
experience in more metropolitan centers, with the 
result that an added impetus has been given to this . 
basic industry. Allen County is one of the best 
agricultural regions of Ohio, and some of the finest 
farms in the country are found within its confines, 
properties which are conducted according to moderii 
methods, with very profitable results. One of these 
properties is known as “Woodland Farm” and its 
owner, William J. Shepherd, is one of the substantial 
men and successful farmers of Shawnee Township. 
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William J. Shepherd was born in Marion County, 
Ohio, November 20, 1865, a son of Simeon and 
Elizabeth (Messinger) Shepherd, the former of 
whom was born near Niles, Michigan, and the lat- 
ter in Marion County, Ohio. After their marriage 
they settled on a farm of 126 acres he owned in 
Marion County, Ohio, on which he was engaged in 
farming until 1908, when he rented his land to his 
son and moved to Marion, Ohio. His wife, who was 
born June 13, 1843, died January 15, 1920. 

Of the five sons born to his parents William J. 
Shepherd was the eldest, and he was reared in his 
native county and attended its schools until he was 
seventeen years of age. For a year after he left 
school he remained at home assisting his father, and 
then went to Marion, Ohio, and worked at whatever 
came to hand until 1886, when he secured employ- 
ment in the roundhouse, and after a few months was 
made a fireman on a yard engine. After a year at 
that he was given a fireman’s place on a road engine, 
but in a year returned to yard service. May 16, 1891, 
he was promoted to be an engineer and assigned to 
doing yard duty in the Marion yards until December 
of that year, when he was transferred to the Lima 
yards, and placed in charge of the engines there. 
In September, 1907, he bought sixty-two and one-half 
acres in sections 13, 14 and 23, Shawnee Township, 
where he lived from December 9, 1907, until the fall 
of 1912, when he returned to Lima, and lived there 
until April 1, 1920, when he came back to the farm, 
and some of the finest Barred Plymouth Rock chick- 
ens of the market are raised on his fields. Between 
1907 and 1912 Mr. Shepherd was engaged in raising 
thoroughbred single comb Black Orpington, White 
Cochin Bantams, with which he took may prizes and 
exhibited in nearly all of the adjoining towns and 
villages. 

On January 28, 1886, Mr. Shepherd was married to 
Elizabeth McClain, born near Hagerstown, Maryland. 
They had no children. Mrs. Shepherd died Novem- 
ber 14, 1903. On September 28, 1905, Mr. Shepherd 
was married to Olive Shadley, who was born near 
Kenton, Hardin County, Ohio. There are no chil- 
dren of this marriage. Mr. Shepherd is independent 
in politics. He is a thirty-second degree Mason, and 
a past master of the Blue Lodge and past high priest 
of the Council. He also belongs to Marion Lodge 
No. 102, Knights of Pythias, and Huntington, 
Indiana, Lodge No. 221, Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers. Mr. Shepherd takes a deep interest in 
his farm and prefers living amid rural surroundings 
to being in the city. Both he and his wife are 
popular, and their pleasant home is often the scene 
of pleasant social gatherings. 


ALFRED CLINTON Hover. An enterprising and suc- 
cessful business man of Lima, Alfred C. Hover has 
been actively associated with various lines of indus- 
try and in his ventures has been exceedingly fortu- 
nate. A son of the late James A. Hover, he was 
born December 23, 1865, in Shawnee Township, Allen 
County, of pioneer ancestry. His paternal grand- 
father, Joseph Hover, was born in Trumbull County, 
Ohio, from there coming with his wife and children 
to Allen County in 1832, making an overland trip 
with oxen. 

Born on a farm in Trumbull County, Ohio, James 
A. Hover was young when he came with his parents 
to Allen County, where he was brought up and 
educated. Ambitious and adventurous, he joined a 
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band of gold seekers in 1849, and after walking to 
Cincinnati proceeded by boat down the Ohio, Mis- 
sissippi and Missouri rivers to St. Joseph, Missouri. 
Outfitting there, the little band continued with ox 
teams across the dreary plains to California. Locat- 
ing at Hangtown, he did placer mining and found 
some gold, but not enough to keep him very long 
from his family, and he returned by way of Panama, 
walking across the Isthmus, and then going by boat 
to New York City. Returning to his farm in Shaw- 
nee Township, he was there subsequently engaged in 
cultivating the soil until his death, April 16, 1902. 
His wife, whose maiden name was Nancy D. Dob- 
bins, was born in Wayne County, Ohio, a daughter 
of Matthew Dobbins, a native of Berks County, Penn- 
sylvania, who settled first in Wayne County, Ohio, 
but later moved to Allen County, settling there in 
1833. She outlived her husband, passing away 
November 23, 1907. Four children were born of 
their union, as follows: Ida, wife of William H. 
Breese of 333 South Metcalf Street, Lima; Alma, 
wife of D. C. Ford, living at 610 West Elm Street, 
Lima; Cyrus, living with his brother Alfred; and 
Alfred C., the subject of this brief sketch. 

Obtaining the rudiments of his education in the 
public schools, Alfred Clinton Hover advanced his 
studies at the Ohio Northern University at Ada. 
Entering the employ of the Standard Oil Company 
on September 14, 1886, he continued with that firm 
five years, and then embarked in the lumber business 
with T. W. Dobbins, with whom he was associated 
three years. Mr. Hover was subsequently variously 
employed until 1910, when he engaged in the real 
estate business, buying and selling city and farm 
property. In 17, in company with his brother 
Cyrus and Mr. Hooker, he began the raising and 
breeding of fine stock, making a specialty of raising 
horses, a line of industry that has proved very profit- 
able and satisfactory. 

Mr. Hover married September 11, 1911, Minnie 
Keve, who was born in Lima, Ohio, a daughter of 
Samuel and Ida May (Huston) Keve, the former 
of whom was a native of Mahoning County, Ohio, 
and the latter of Allen County. Two children have 
blessed the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Hover, Mary 
Elizabeth and Nancy May. Mr. Hover is a stanch 
republican in politics, and both he and his wife are 
worthy members of the Presbyterian Church. 


Don C. Lone. The people of Marion Township, 
Allen County, are too familiar with the career of 
Don C. Long for the biographer to call special atten- 
tion to his record other than to give the salient facts 
in the same, for here he has spent his entire life 
and has gained a prominent place in the esteem of 
the people. He is the representative of one of our old 
families, members of which have always stood for 
the highest type of morality and business ethics, so 
that they have been potent factors in the maintaining 
of the better interests of community life. 

Don C,. Long, proprietor of Walnut Farm, con- 
sisting of 120 acres and located two and a half miles 
southeast of Delphos, was born in the township in 
which he now resides on December 5, 1885, and is 
the son of Minor T. and Nancy J. (Tucker) Long. 
Minor T. Long was born in Clermont County, Ohio, 
on August 24, 1845, and his death occurred June 21, 
He was a son of Jacob and Rebecca A. 
(Westerfield) Long, and a grandson of Jacob and 
Elizabeth (Carlinard) Long, who came from Fay- 
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etteville, North Carolina, to Hamilton County, Ohio, 
settling with other pioneers on the present site of 
Cincinnati. Later he moved to Clermont County, 
Ohio, locating there in the spring of 1852, when 
the country thereabouts was practically a wilder- 
ness. Later he came by canal boat to the vicinity 
of Delphos, where he settled on seventy-three acres 
of land which is now a part of the Long estate, 
located on the banks of the Auglaize River. There 
he cleared the land and developed a good farm, and 
there he spent the remainder of his days, his death 
occurring on May 6, 1869. He was twice married, 
his second wife being Minerva Free, who died 
November 25, 1876. His son Jacob, grandfather of 
the subject of this sketch, was born in 1824, and died 
in Allen County on July 31, 1895. He and his wife 
were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
They became the parents of four children, namely: 
Minor T., father of Don C.; Marianna became the 
wife of Theodore Culp; Frank E. is a retired farmer 
and now living in Delphos; and Minerva became the 
wife of Samuel W. Wright, and both are deceased. 
Jacob Long spent his entire life at the vocation of 
farming, in which he was successful. During the 
Civil war he enlisted as a member of the Thirty- 
Third Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which 
became a part of General Sherman’s army, with 
which he took part in the “march to the sea.” At 
the close of the war Jacob Long returned to the 
pursuits of peace, devoting his attention to farming, 
which he pursued during the rest of his active life. 

Minor T. Long was reared on the home farm and 
never forsook the vocation of his father, in which he 
also was successful, becoming the owner of several 
large and productive tracts of land. He was a man 
of rare judgment and had a thorough knowledge 
of live stock, his opinion on the subject being so 
well recognized that he was in frequent demand as a 
judge of live stock at agricultural fairs. During the 
Civil war he enlisted as a member of Company B of 
McLaughlin’s squadron, with which he took part in 
many of the most trying campaigns and sanguinary 
battles of that great war, including the march from 
Atlanta to the sea. He was one of the organizers of 
Reul Post, Grand Army of the Republic, at Delphos, 
of which he was a past commander. He was a 
republican in his political views and served two 
terms as trustee of Marion Township. He took an 
active interest in local public affairs and was a stock- 
holder and president of the Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company of Allen County. He was a member of 
Morris Chapel Methodist Episcopal Church, to which 
he was a liberal contributor, having taken a leading 
part in the erection of the chapel. To him and his 
wife were born five children, namely: Cora, the wife 
of Edward E. Truesdale, of Delphos; Mattie, 
deceased; Delmer D., a farmer in Marion Town- 
ship; Don C., the immediate subject of this sketch; 
and Charles C., of Marion Township, who is referred 
to specifically elsewhere in this work. 

Don C. Long was reared on the parental farm- 
stead in Marion Township and-received his educa- 
tional training in the district schools of his neighbor- 
hood and in the schools of Ada, Ohio. He has 
always devoted his attention to agricultural pursuits 
and is operating a fine farm of 120 acres, comprising 
a part of the old farm. He is thoroughly progressive 
and up to date in his ideas and has maintained his 
land at the highest standard of excellence. He 
raises general crops and also gives due attention to 
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live stock, which in this section of the country is so 
valuable an adjunct to farming. 

Mr. Long married Leah P. Ludwig, a daughter of 
Charles C. and Melissa J. (Neff) Ludwig. She is 
a graduate of the common schools and was engaged 
in teaching school for ten years prior to her mar- 
riage. To Mr. and Mrs. Long have been born two 
children, Zoe B., born on July 8, 1914, and Verna J., 
born on June 28, 1916. Mr. and Mrs. Long are mem- 
bers of the Morris Chapel Methodist Episcopal 
Church and Mr. Long is superintendent of the Sun- 
day school of that society. Fraternally he is a mem- 
ber of Delphos Lodge, Knights of Pythias, and 
Mrs. Long is a member of the Pythian Sisters. 
Mr. Long belongs to Riverside Grange No. 2072. 
Politically he gives his support to the republican 
party, though he is not a seeker after public office. 
He is deeply interested in everything pertaining to 
the welfare of the community and is a stockholder 
in the Peoples Bank of Delphos and of the Farm 
Bureau. He possesses many sterling characteristics 
of head and heart and holds a high position in the 
esteem of his fellow citizens. 


Joun W. Rep. Five miles east of Delphos in 
Marion Township is situated the highly developed 
farm of John W. Red. Mr. Red has been a factor 
in that community for many years, carries on general 
farming and stock raising, also operates an exten- 
sive orchard, and has found many useful interests 
to occupy his time and attention. 

He was born in Perry County, Ohio, October 14, 
1853, son of Abraham and Elizabeth (Polting) Red. 
His father was a native of Fairfield County, Ohio, 
and his mother of Hocking County, in which county 
they were married and settled there on a farm. His 
father was born in 1830 and died in 1907, and the 
mother is still living at Logan, Ohio. Both were very 
devout members of the United Brethren Church and 
the father was a democrat in politics. Of eight chil- 
dren the following are still living: John W., Alonzo 
of Columbus, Levi of Perry County, Irena, wife of 
Mr. Hamilton of Hocking County. 

John W. Red grew up on a farm, having a district 
school education, and has been a resident of Allen 
County since 1876. On December 12, 1878, he mar- 
ried Miss Herring, who was born near Allentown 
in Allen County December 22, 1859, daughter of Pen- 
rose Herring. She grew up on a farm in American 
Township and had a common school education. 
After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Red lived in 
American Township for a year and a half and then 
came to their present farm. Mr. Red is owner of 
ninety-five acres, and while he has contended with 
some adversities in the past he has achieved real 
prosperity as an Allen County agriculturist. Ten and 
a half acres of his farm is devoted to an apple 
orchard, one of the larger orchards in this section of 
Ohio, and under his management usually a source of 
much profit. ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Red had thirteen children and ten 
of them are still living. Jesse, the oldest, married 
Bessie Ditto and lives in Marion Township; Lydia 
is the wife of Charles Myers, of Marion Township; 
James is married and lives in Allen County; Goldie 
is the wife of Marion Heidlebauch, of Marion Town- 
ship; Ray married Florence Rand and lives at Del- 
phos; Penrose is a graduate of Otterbein College, is 
a minister of the United Brethren Church at East 
Palestine, and during the World war was a chaplain 
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with the army at Camp Jackson, Georgia; Homer; 
Ernest was in training_as a soldier at Camp Jack- 
son; Bertha is the wife of Dr. Lewis Brunk, of 
Rockford, a dentist; and Gail H., the youngest, is 
fourteen years of age. The family are active mem- 
bers of the United Brethren Church, Mr. Red being 
a trustee of his local congregation and has also 
served as superintendent of the Sunday school. He 
keeps in touch with progressive agricultural inter- 
ests, is a member of the Marion Grange, and is a 
member of the Township School Board. Politically 
he votes as a democrat. 


Henry L. Leiticn. For a good many years past 
the citizens of Delphos have needed no reminder of 
the prominent position Henry L. Leilich has held in 
the community. A successful business man, Mr. 
Leilich has exemplified that fine degree of public 
spirit which draws out the same qualities of energy 
and good judgment in behalf of public undertakings 
as those affairs which depend altogether upon private 
initiative. In practically every progressive move- 
ment recorded in Delphos during the past thirty 
years Henry L. Leilich has had an interested part. 

Mr. Leilich, who is president of the National Bank 
of Delphos, of the Delphos Building and Loan As- 
sociation, vice president of the Delphos Telephone 
Company, a director in the Delphos Stinely Com- 
pany, and district manager of the R. L. Dollings 
Company, has lived in that part of Allen county for 
nearly forty years. He was born in Hesse, Germany, 
July 15, 1865, and received his early education in 
Germany. At the age of sixteen he came to the 
United States. His uncle at that time was a Lutheran 
minister at Delphos and for several years the young 
lad made his home with him. Henry L. Leéilich 
reached America and came to Delphos on July 24, 
1881. At that time his sole capital consisted of 
thirty-two dollars. The first work he did was on the 
old narrow gauge, now the Clover Leaf Railroad. It 
was heavy work, and he soon found his health giving 
way. He then sought indoor employment in the 
woolen mills of Delphos, and in December,. 1881, be- 
came clerk in a shoe store, and besides selling shoes 
he also learned the trade of cobbler. In 1883 he be- 
gan learning the boiler maker and blacksmith’s trade in 
the Clover Leaf shop, and served' a three years rigid 
apprenticeship. From this mechanical trade he again 
became clerk in a store, with the Leon Clothing 
House, with which he remained until May 1, 1892. 
At that date he bacame a partner and manager in 
the Delphos Brewery, and that was his first impor- 
tant independent enterprise. He was connected with 
that business until 1898, when he sold his interest. 
He then bought the building and the stock of the 
Delphos Hardware Company, and was a hardware 
merchant until 1902, when he sold the business but 
retained the building. For about a year he was also 
associated with R. J. Gillespie as an oil operator at 
Pittsburg. He was elected to his first bank director- 
ship in 1893, and his interests for many years have 
made him a prominent banker in Allen, Van Wert 
and Putman counties. He also became associated 
with the Delphos Building and Loan Association and 
was its vice president in 1894. 

An industry that meant a great deal to Delphos 
was the Delphos Can Company, which Mr. Leilich 
helped establish in 1902 and of which he was man- 
ager, president and general manager in 1917. All 
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the manufacturing processes were carried on in a 
room 40x100 feet. He started with only two men, 
but in thirty days had ninety people working, and 
there was a steady growth and development of the 
business, the working capital being increased from 
twenty-five thousand dollars to fifty thousand dol- 
lars, then to a hundred thousand dollars. The origi- 
nal quarters had to be expanded, and eventually 
ground was bought along the Pennsylvania Railroad 
and a three story building erected. Mr. Leilich reor- 
ganized the company, giving it the name Delphos 
Manufacturing Company, with a capital of three hun- 
dred thousand dollars, most of the outside capital be- 
ing owned in the surrounding district. One feature of 
the company’s progressive record is that a new build- 
ing was erected annually for eleven years, and by 1917 
four hundred people were employed in the industry 
and the volume of business for the year 1916 ag- 
gregated two and a fourth millions of dollars. 

About that time Mr. Leilich retired and has since 
given his time to the banking and financial interests 
mentioned above. Through all these years he has 
borne a heavy weight of responsibilities in connection 
with local progress. He started the first petition to 
establish waterworks at Delphos in 1893, and when 
the proposition was carried he was made president 
of the Board of Trustees and under his administra- 
tion fifteen miles of water main were laid in the city. 
He also carried a petition for a sanitary sewer system, 
a proposition approved at a formal election. He cir- 
culated the petition for the beautiful high school of 
Delphos, the vote being almost unanimous in its favor, 
and also for the Delphos Waterworks Park. 

Mr. Leilich is a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite 
Mason, Shriner and Eastern Star, and for years has 
been a nrominent member of the Lutheran Church. 
He is a former trustee of the church and was chair- 
man of the building committee of the present Masonic 
Temple. He is also affiliated with the Elks at Lima. 

At the age of nineteen Mr. Leilich married Miss 
Louise Werner, daughter of Jacob and Agnes Wer- 
ner. Mrs. Leilich, died in 1916. They had two sons 
and one daughter who died in infancy. The only 
living child is C. J. Leilich, who is a graduate of the 
Delphos High School, took a business course at Lima, 
and for several years has been associated with his 
father. He is now Allen county manager for the 
R. L. Dollings Company, stocks, bonds, securities, 
investment banker and general insurance. He is 
also a member of the School Board and is a former 
councilman of Delphos. C. J. Leilich is married and 
has two daughters. 

Mr. Leilich was one of the promoters of the Del- 
phos High School Building, the City Park and the 
Delphos Carnegie Library and is one of the direc- 
tors of the Delphos Commercial Club. 


JoNATHAN WONNELL is one of the interesting sur- 
vivors of the pioneer epoch of Allen County. He 
did his own part in clearing up the forests and 
making the land available for cultivation. He rep- 
resents some of the very early families settled in 
this part of Ohio. 

He was born in Perry Township January 10, 1843, 
and is still living in that township, on rural route 
No. 6, out of Lima. His parents were William and 
Sarah (Stiles) Wonnell, the former a native of 
Delaware and the latter of Vermont. His maternal 
grandparents, Jonathan and Olive Stiles, were Ver- 
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mont people who on coming to Ohio first settled 
in Auglaize County and in 1834 established their 
home in Allen County. William Wonnell came to 
Allen County about 1835. He had married in Hamil- 
ton County, Ohio. In Allen County he settled in 
the woods, on land secured by his stepfather, who 
had entered a tract from the Government in section 
35 of Perry Township. William Wonnell built a log 
house as his first home, built a double log barn, 
and with the aid of his sons cleared much of the 
land and had a well-developed farm of 150 acres. 
He was one of the leading horsemen of this section. 
He died in 1896, at the age of eighty-six, while his 
wife passed away aged fifty-six. Their children 
were: Edward, born in 1836 and died in May, 1917; 
James, born in 1838 and died in 1913; Olive, born in 
1840 and died in 1902; Jonathan; Manen, who died 
during the Civil war at the age of sixteen; and 
Eveline, born in 1851 and died in 1919. 

Jonathan Wonnell grew up on his father’s home- 
stead and secured his early advantages in the Cherry 
Grove district school. In 1862, when he was a youth 
of nineteen, he joined a party of ten men bound for 
California. From New York they took a vessel to 
Colon, thence crossed the Isthmus, and went up the 
Pacific Coast to San Francisco. Then followed a 
number of months of varied experience and adven- 
ture, during which he was at Sacramento, Marys- 
ville, Red Bluff, traveled by stage to Shasta City, 
California, and worked at a number of occupations 
in the meantime. For a time he conducted a board- 
ing house in Trinity County, at the foot of Scott’s 
Mountain. A year later he went to Fort Jones in 
Siskiyou County, worked in a store, took care of 
horses, later was a clerk at Deadwood and also 
drove a four-horse team to Red Bluff. After about 
six months at Deadwood he started for home, being 
a passenger on a steamboat to Nicaragua, crossing to 
the Gulf of Mexico by the Nicaragua route, and 
thence a steamboat carried him to New York. He 
traveled by rail west to Lima, and toward the end of 
his journey was in a collision between a passenger 
and freight train in October, 1865, ‘but escaped 
without injury. 

From his earnings during his California experi- 
ence Mr. Wonnell sent money home to buy a forty- 
acre farm in Perry Township. The spring following 
his return he moved to this farm, but a year later 
sold and bought 170 acres in section 34 of Perry 
Township. Only a small part of this had been 
cleared, and it is largely a monument to his stren- 
uous personal exertions that 135 acres were cleared 
and ditched and rendered available for cultivation. 

Mr. Wonnell has always been a consistent repub- 
lican in politics. December 28, 1865, soon after his 
return from California, he married Sarah Ann 
Lacock, a native of Brown County, Ohio, and 
daughter of David W. Lacock. Mr. Wonnell has 
three children: James Harrison, at home; Nora C., 
who was born in 1869 and died in 1895; and Alta 
May, who is Mrs. Oliver H. Scooler, of Lima, and 
has a son, Leon Don. 


FrANK Hupson Hover. After a varied experience 
in different parts of the country Frank Hudson 
Hover is now engaged in conducting forty acres 
of his father’s original homestead in Shawnee 
Township, Allen County, which he owns. He was 
born on this farm June 7, 1863, a son.of Newton and 
Sarah (Watt) Hover, natives of Trumbull County, 
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Ohio, and Lima, Ohio, respectively, he born in 1820 
and she in 1832. The maternal grandparents, Hud- 
son and Hilda (Down) Watt, the former of Irish 
and the latter of Welsh descent, were among the ear- 
liest settlers of Lima, where he was a shoemaker 
and later became owner of a large amount of real 
estate in Lima and its vicinity. Newton Hover was 
one of the first physicians of Lima, and he conducted 
one of the first drug stores of the city. Subsequently 
he moved to his farm in Shawnee Township on 
account of the ill health of his wife, who passed 
away in March, 1864. Later he married Mrs. Mary 
Deem, who died in 1877. Mr. Hover was engaged 
in farming in Shawnee Township until 1879, when 
he moved to southwestern Colorado and went into 
the cattle business, and at the same time served as 
post doctor at Fort Lewis, and was engaged in an 
active practice at Pagosa Springs, Colorado, but 
after some years returned to his old Allen County 
farm, and there passed away in 1901. His children 
by his first wife were as follows: Clara, Hulda, 
Watt and Newton, all of whom are deceased, and 
Joseph and Frank Hudson, who were twins. Joseph 
Hover is now a resident of Lima. 

Frank Hudson Hover was in the cattle business 
with his brothers and sister Hulda, they running on 
an average 500 head of cattle on the open range in 
Colorado. In 1883 and 1884 he was at Ada, Ohio, 
taking a course in the Ohio Northern University, 
but in the latter year returned to Colorado. When 
he reached Alamosa he made the acquaintance of a 
school master, who suggested that they make the 
attempt to walk across the Great Divide of the 
Rocky Mountains. The hardships these venturesome 
young men went through Mr. Hover will never for- 
get. At times they were nearly overcome with 
fatigue and the cold, and at times were forced to 
walk on the crust of snow which lay from ten to 
forty feet deep, and on the edge of canyons thou- 
sands of feet in depth. Fortunately they were over- 
taken by a party going after provisions, and were 
able to ride a portion of the way or it is doubtful 
if they would have lived to tell the tale. 

When Mr. Hover finally reached his destination 
he started to gather up his cattle, which had been 
feeding on the Vincent Range. To his surprise he 
found that a number of them had been rebranded 
by cattle thieves. He called upon the sheriff of the 
country to assist him. Fourteen head were recov- 
ered and placed in a corral, which Mr. Hover care- 
fully guarded for some time, but being obliged to be 
absent for several nights when he returned he found 
the cattle gone with the exception of one. The 
thieves were caught and indicted and held under 
bonds of $10,000 each. The leader of the band took 
a bunch of horses to Arizona and was reported 
dead, although this was not true. He simply cir- 
culated the report through a tribe of Navajo 
Indians and the report was accepted as a fact. His 
associates testified they bought the cattle from 
Vincent and all were cleared. 

Once more Mr. Hover tried to get a start in the 
cattle business, but discovered after one and a half 
years’ association that his partner was stealing from 
him, so he closed up this partnership, and taking 
his share of the cattle from the range in Nee 
Mexico, where he had been running them, started 
for Colorado. His dishonest partner, not content 
with his former peculations, swore out a warrant 
accusing Mr. Hover of taking his cattle out of the 
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state, and he was held under bonds. The case was 
postponed from time to time, costing Mr. Hover con- 
siderable money, great annoyance and two years of 
his time. Finally he was exonerated, but felt that he 
had enough of the cattle business, and went to San 
Diego, California, and was employed in the Coronado 
Hotel of that city, and did other jobs, leaving finally 
for San Francisco, California. After a brief stay 
in the latter city he went to Wilbur, Washington, 
and lived there until his marriage, which occurred 
June 2, 1891, when he was united with Mary E. 
Whitestien, born near Santa Rosa, California. 
Eighteen months later he returned to Allen County, 
Ohio, and bought forty acres of his father’s home- 
stead. He and his wife became the parents of the 
following children: Vergil and Claude W.. both of 
whom live at Lima, and Grace Marie, who died at 
the age of eleven years. Mrs. Hover died in 1900, 
and in March, 1903, Mr. Hover was married to 
Laura A. Neff, who was born in Auglaize County, 
Ohio, a daughter of John and Abelia (Zerkel) Neff. 
She was a widow with one daughter, Hazel, who is 
now Mrs. Thomas France, of Lima. Mr. Hover is 
a republican. He belongs to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

While Mr. Hover has had some trying experiences 
he does not regret them, for they have taught him 
the desirability of his home township and county, 
and stimulated in him a pride in the Buckeye State 
nothing can quench. While he does not participate 
actively in public affairs, no movement comes up that 
he is convinced will work out for the good of his 
section to which he does not give an intelligent 
and effective support, and he is justly considered as 
belonging to the worth while citizens of Allen 
County. 

Vergil N. Hover, who was born August 18, 1893, 
while his father lived at Sprague, Washington, 
enlisted in the regular army September 26, 1914, at 
Columbus, being assigned to Company E, Twentieth 
Infantry. He was with that regiment during the 
Mexican border trouble. July 29, 1917, he re-en- 
listed at Spencerville in Company F, Second Ohio 
Infantry, left for Camp Sheridan, Alabama, in Sep- 
tember, was appointed corporal and transferred to 
Headquarters Company, One Hundred and Forty- 
Sixth Infantry. June 13, 1918, he embarked at 
Hoboken on the Leviathan and June 22 landed at 
Brest, and on July 29th had his first experience 
with hostile bombing planes. After several weeks 
of duty in the Baccarat sector he and his command 
on September 16th started for the Argonne Forest, 
arriving in the support trenches September 24th and 
two days later went to the front and participated 
in the great battle known as Argonne Forest. His 
command was relieved from front line duty on Sep- 
tember 30th, and about three weeks later was 
recalled from the front in the vicinity of Toul, and 
by way of Paris moved into Belgium to co-operate 
with the British forces, participating in the drive 
from Thielt beginning October 3lst and remaining 
in that vicinity until the signing of the armistice. 
On March 18, 1919, he embarked on the U. S. S. 
Maine, landing at Hoboken March 3lst and on April 
13th was honorably discharged at Camp Sherman, 
and reached Lima the same day. Corporal Hover 
married June 18, 1919, Miss Lela E. Stein, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Stein, of Celina, Ohio. They 
have one son, Lloyd H. Hover, born May 18, 1920. 
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The second soldier son of Mr. Hover, Claude W., 
was born November 22, 1895, at Lima. June 18, 
1916, he enlisted in the Medical Corps of the Second 
Ohio Infantry, and during the Mexican border trou- 
bles was at El Paso from September 9 until March 
9, 1917. He was mustered out of the Federal service 
at Fort Sheridan March 22 and was held in reserve 
until July 15, 1917, when he was again mustered into 
the Federal army and in September started for Fort 
Sheridan. He was transferred to the Medical Corps, 
One Hundred and Forty-Seventh Infantry, and to 
the Medical Corps of the One Hundred and Twelfth 
Mortar Battalion in October, 1917. June 28, 1918, 
he embarked on the transport Plassy at Hoboken, 
landed at Glasgow, Scotland, July 10th, crossed the 
channel to LaHavre and on September 10th, while 
on French soil, was appointed sergeant. He was 
held near Verdun and Nancy, was in action along 
the Marbach sector eight days, and was then in 
the Meuse and Argonne, in the reserve line, until 
the signing of the armistice. At St. Nazaire he 
embarked on the Mercury April 18, 1919, reached 
Philadelphia April 30th, was discharged at Camp 
Sherman May 17th and reached Lima on May 8th. 
February 5, 1920, Claude Hover married Leota 
Saddler, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Saddler 
of Wapakoneta, Ohio. 


Henry Goon, who came to manhood in Allen 
County and for half a century has been identified 
with agricultural affairs, was a poor man when 
he married, but is now owner of one of the best 
farms in Marion Township. This farm is on Elida 
rural route No. 1, three and a half miles west of 
that town. 

Mr. Good was born near Harrisonburg in Rock- 
ingham County, Virginia, August 7, 1851, son of 
Abraham P. and Rebecca (Rhodes) Good. His 
parents were natives of the same county of Vir- 
ginia, the father born in 1824 and the mother in 
1826. At the time of the Civil war they left Vir- 
ginia, drove overland with their family to Putnam 
County, Ohio, and three years later established a 
home in Allen County, where they lived the rest of 
their years. The father died March 12, 1892. Both 
were active in the Mennonite Church and in politics 
the father favored the republican principles. Of 
eight children the following are still living: Simon 
P, of Marion Township; Elizabeth, wife of J. B. 
Huber; Fannie, wife of J. M. Shenk; Tena, wife of 
Christ Culp of Sugar Creek Township; Jacob of 
Franklin County, Ohio; Lydia, wife of John Mumah 
of Elkhart County, Indiana; and Henry. 

Henry Good was about ten or twelve years of age 
when brought to Ohio, and he finished his education 
in the common schools of Marion Township. He 
found work at home assisting his parents until Sep- 
tember 22, 1873, when he married Miss Elizabeth 
Culp. She was born August 22, 1851, a daughter of 
Christian Culp, and was reared and educated in 
Sugar Creek Township. j 

Two years after their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Good 
went in debt for the purchase of ninety acres of land 
and though their thrift and energy were put to the 
test by many trying circumstances, they paid out, 
and have contrived to make their affairs prosper 
until their present farm contains 200 acres. Both 
are active in the Mennonite Church, Mr. Good being 
a trustee. He is a general farmer and stock raiser 
and is a republican voter. 
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Thirteen children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Good, five of whom died in infancy. Those still 
living are Christian of Marion Township; Fannie, 
wife of Walter Ross of the same township; Abra- 
ham, who lives in Idaho; Lizzie, wife of Clarke 
Berry; Loma, wife of Christian Stalter; Aaron, who 
is married and lives in Marion Township; John of 
Marion; and Ezra, whose home is in Colorado. 


CrypE M. Baxter, one of the prosperous young 
farmers of Marion Township, is a son of the late 
C. T. Baxter, who for many years carried the bur- 
dens of a substantial farmer and good citizen in 
that locality. 

C. T. Baxter was:born in Marion Township Sep- 
tember 7, 1859, son of Curtis and Emily (John) 
Baxter. His great-grandfather was a native of 
Ireland. The grandfather, Samuel Baxter, brought 
his family to Allen County in October, 1828, and 
settled on the banks of the Auglaize River in 
Amanda Township being one of the earliest pioneers 
of the county. Curtis Baxter was born in Ross 
County, Ohio, October 26, 1822, and was six years 
of age when he arrived in Allen County on Octo- 
ber 29, 1828. January 8, 1843, he married Emily 
John. Curtis Baxter, though in advanced years, 
joined the Home Guards during the Civil war, 
enlisting September 22, 1864, at Lima, and being in 
the ranks until honorably discharged June 5, 1865. 

C. T. Baxter was the fifth in a family of nine 
children and grew up on the home farm in Marion 
Township, acquired a good common school educa- 
tion, and on February 8, 1883, married Osie D. 
Westerfield. Mrs. Osie Baxter, who is still living 
on the old homestead in Marion Township, was 
born in that township August 12, 1858, a daughter 
of William F. and Frances C. (Hart) Westerfield. 
Her father was a native of Clermont County, Ohio, 
and was a soldier in the Civil war from the begin- 
ning to the end of the struggle, being discharged 
June 16, 1865. In the Westerfield family were nine 
children, six of whom are still living: Osie D.; Eva, 
wife of William Baxter of Delphos; Rilla, who is 
married and lives at Jackson, Michigan; Minnie, 
unmarried and a deaconess at Danville, Virginia; 
Don Westerfield, a druggist at Dayton, Ohio; and 
Jessie, wife of Al Hodel of Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

C. T. Baxter after his marriage lived on the 
farm in Marion Township, and was diligently 
employed in its cultivation and management until his 
death on October 5, 1919. He was a very active 
member of Morris Chapel of the Methodist Church 
and a republican in politics. C. T. Baxter and wife 
had four sons: Clinton C., a farmer in Marion Town- 
ship; W. E. Baxter; Clyde M., a Marion Township 
farmer; and Carl, who also follows the vocation of 
farming. 

Clyde M. Baxter was born in Marion Township 
July 26, 1888, and spent his boyhood days alternat- 
ing between the common schools and the work of 
the farm. He qualified as a teacher and for twelve 
years was actively identified with school work in 
Allen County. April 23, 1919, he married Velva 
Humphreys, daughter of David Humphreys. Mr. and 
Mrs. Baxter are members of Morris Chapel of the 
Methodist Church. He owns a good farm of eighty 
acres, and handles that place with the skill of a 
born agriculturist. He votes as a republican and is 
a member of Elida Lodge No, 818 of the Indepen- 
dent Order of Odd Fellows. 
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His younger brother, Carl W. Baxter, who was 
born June 1, 1892, was a soldier of the World war. 
He acquired his education in the public schools of 
Marion Township. He was trained as a soldier at 
Camp Jackson, South Carolina, going there July 
27, 1918, and sailing for France on August 22d, in 
Battery E of the Three Hundred and Seventh Field 
Artillery, Seventy-Eighth Division. He was in 
France until April 30, 1919, and arrived home May 
14, 1919. For seven weeks of his army experience 
he was an invalid in a hospital. Carl Baxter mar- 
ried Mildred Lutz, a daughter of George G. Lutz. 
He is a member of Morris Chapel, of the Lodge of 
Odd Fellows at Elida, belongs to the post of the 
American Legion, and is a republican. 


DanieL A. BowsHer. The fundamental industry 
of farming is universally recognized to be of para- 
mount importance and looms up large among other 
callings of the world. Not only are all of the 
leading colleges and universities of the country 
including departments of agriculture in their courses 
of study, but there are also a number of educational 
institutions which are devoted to the science of agri- 
culture. The governments of each state, following 
the example of the Federal Government, are giving 
encouragement to the farmers, and the men who till 
the soil are feeling the effects of this nation-wide 
impetus and working accordingly. One of the sub- 
stantial agriculturalists of Allen County, whose fine 
farm, known as “The Retreat,” shows the effect of 
modern methods and progressive management, is 
Daniel A. Bowsher of Shawnee Township. 

Daniel A. Bowsher was born in section 21, Shaw- 
nee Township, Allen County, Ohio, June 30, 1872, a 
son of George W. and Harriet (Arthur) Bowsher. 
George W. Bowsher was born in section 28, Shawnee 
Township, a son of Benjamin and _ Elizabeth 
(Delong) Bowsher, the former of whom was born in 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, October 8, 1803, and 
the latter June 8, 1809. Harriet Arthur was born 
in Auglaize County, Ohio, a daughter of Daniel M. 
and Malinda (Rue) Arthur. The Bowsher family 
was located in Shawnee Township by the grand- 
father and his two brothers, who came here in 1835, 
entering land in section 28. This land was covered 
with virgin forest, and hard work was necessary to 
clear it off. A religious man, he helped to found the 
Lutheran Church of Shawnee Township, and sup- 
ported it until his death, which occurred December 
30, 1873. His widow survived him until September 
15, 1888, when she, too, passed away. 

George W. Bosher and his wife settled in sec- 
tion 21, Shawnee Township, after their marriage, 
this being some of the land his father had acquired 
from the Government, and they later added to their 
original farm until they had 300 acres in Allen and 
Auglaize counties, the greater portion of which he 
cleared of the timber. He was a man of local 
prominence and held a number of the township 
offices. In his agricultural activities he gained con- 
siderable repute as a raiser of Berkshire swine and 
Hereford cattle, and his two youngest sons, Albert 
and Carl, are now living on the old Arthur farm 
in Auglaize County that their mother inherited from 
her father’s estate, and this is now one of the finest 
and best equipped stock farms in the county. The 
young men are raising Berkshire registered swine. 
George W. Bowsher died in November, 1913, aged 
seventy-three years, as he was born April 16, 1840, 
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and his widow, who was born March 12, 1842, died 
in April, 1917, aged seventy-five years. Their chil- 
dren were as follows: Laura Etta, who was born 
February 4, 1865, died in April, 1917, having been 
married to Marion J. Crawford; Ellen M., who was 
born January 27, 1867, is Mrs. Nelson Bowsher of 
Lima, Ohio; Jasper W., who was born November 
26, 1869, is a farmer of Shawnee Township; Daniel 
A., who was fourth in order of birth; Myrtle, who 
was born March 31, 1875, married Eugene T. 
Lippincott of Lima, Ohio; John R., who was born 
June 1, 1878, died in infancy; Albert, who was born 
July 16, 1880, married Burt McKinley of Wapako- 
neta, Ohio; and Benjamin Carlton, who was born 
March 1, 1883, married Ilo Kelly. 

Growing up on his father’s homestead, Daniel A. 
Bowsher attended the local schools and later took a 
course in the Ohio Northwestern University at Ada, 
Ohio. On March 17, 1897, he was united in marriage 
with Tessie Jane Rusler, who was born in Shawnee 
Township, a daughter of William. and Anna 
(McClintock) Rusler. After his marriage Mr. Bow- 
sher built a new frame residence and other build- 
ings on the Bowsher homestead and has been inter- 
ested in farming ever since, although from 1909 
until 1913 he was deputy county clerk under C. A. 
Graham, and on August 2, 1913, was elected county 
clerk, and served Allen County in that capacity for 
two terms in succession, and during all of that time 
resided at Lima. In 1917 he returned to his farm. 
While in the county clerk’s office he bought eighty 
acres in addition to the thirty-four acres he had 
previously owned, and later inherited forty-eight 
acres, so that he now has 162 acres and also owns 
two lots in Lima. He is a large raiser of horses, 
cattle and hogs, specializing in grain farming in 
addition to his stock operations. He has other 
interests and is president of the Shawnee Thresher 
Company, and is a stockholder in the ‘Farmers Ele- 
vator Company at Hume, Ohio. In politics he is a 
democrat, and in addition to being county clerk has 
held the office of township clerk for five years. 
Brought up in the faith of the Lutheran Church, he 
early joined it, and is one of the valued members of 
the local congregation. Fraternally he belongs to 
Lima Lodge Lodge No. 54, Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks; Lima Camp, Modern Woodmen 
of America; Lima Lodge No. 91, Knights of Pythias, 
and Shawnee Grange. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bowsher have three children, 
namely: Doris, who was born June 29, 1905; Kent, 
who was born January 7, 1908; and George Robert, 
who was born June 22, 1912. The oldest child, 
Wiiliam Arthur, was born May 6, 1898, and died 
October 21, 1917, his demise being deeply felt by his 
family. 


WuiiAM ALEXANDER McBetH. During a long, 
successful and eminently honorable career, the late 
William Alexander McBeth was engaged principally 
in agricultural pursuits in Allen County. His was a 
life in which he exemplified in marked degree the 
possession of qualities and characteristics of a supe- 
rior order, and his death, which occurred April 12, 
1920, removed from his community a man who, 
although unostentatious and modest, wielded a dis- 
tinct influence for good upon the lives of those about 


him. 
Mr. McBeth was born at Plattsville, California, in 
July, 1861, a son of James and Eliza (Gardner) 
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McBeth. His father, a native of Glasgow, Scotland, 
went to California following the discovery of gold 
in that state, and there met and married Miss Gard- 
ner, a native of Mansfield, Ohio. In 1862 they came 
to Allen County, Ohio, and purchased land in Shaw- 
nee Township, and James McBeth became one of 
the substantial men of his community, the owner of 
three farms and a man held in high esteem. In the 
evening of life he retired from active pursuits and 
took up his residence at Lima, where his death 
occurred in 1896, his worthy wife having passed 
away in 1890. 

William A. McBeth enjoyed good educational 
advantages in his youth, attending first the public 
schools of Allen County and later the Ohio North- 
ern University at Ada. Returning to the home 
place, he began farming in association with his 
father, and was thus engaged until his marriage, in 
February, 1886, to Aldulia Reed, who was born in 
Shawnee Township, daughter of Emanuel and Mary 
(O’Hara) Reed, the former a native of Trumbull 
County and the latter of Columbus, Ohio. Follow- 
ing his marriage Mr. McBeth removed to a farm of 
thirty-seven acres located in Shawnee Township 
which his father deeded to him, and there resided 
for eleven years, later removing to the homestead of 
his father, which now consists of forty-three acres. 
In addition to this McBeth Amusement Park con- 
sists of forty acres, and forty-seven acres are 
included in the grounds of the Shawnee Country 
Club, both of these latter still remaining in the 
family name, although they are leased to outside 
parties. Mr. McBeth, a practical farmer and good 
business man, continued to be engaged in agricul- 
tural operations in this locality until the time of his 
death in 1920. He had so directed his operations 
that he had made a success of them, and was able to 
leave his family in comfortable circumstances, also 
bequeathing to them the heritage of an honored 
name, free from any taint of wrong-doing. He was 
a faithful member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in which he had filled several offices, and in 
politics was a democrat. He acted as township clerk 
and in other capacities, and always demonstrated 
his good citizenship. As a fraternalist he was affil- 
iated with the local lodge of the Masonic order. 

Mrs. McBeth, who survives her husband, is the 
owner of the home property, on which she resides. 
She is a faithful member and active worker in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and is greatly 
esteemed in her community, where there are many 
who recognize and appreciate her numerous appeal- 
ing qualities of mind and heart. She is the mother of 
the following children: James R., Harry C. and 
Dwight C., all residents of Lima; Hazel D., twin of 
Dwight C., and the wife of Russell Tam, an agri- 
culturist of Shawnee Township; and Quay W., an 
employe of the Lima Stone Company, residing with 
his mother on the home farm. 


SAMUEL STRAYER. Though born in another Ohio 
county, Samuel Strayer has spent practically all his 
life in Allen County, and for the greater part of half 
a century has devoted his efforts consecutively and 
with a rising degree of prosperity to the vocation 
of farming. He has one of the complete and well 
systematized farms of Amanda Township, located 
six miles southwest of Elida on rural route No. 2. 

He was born in Fairfield County May 2, 1852, and 
was about four months old when his parents, in 
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August, 1852, moved to Allen County. Nicholas 
and Elizabeth (Layman) Strayer were born in 
Pennsylvania but were married in Fairfield County, 
Ohio. On coming to Allen County they settled in the 
woods of Amanda Township. Their first home was 
a cabin built in a small clearing. Nicholas Strayer 
was well fitted for pioneer duties, and gradually the 
acres of his cultivated fields expanded and long 
before his death he had one of the good farms and 
was rated as one of the prosperous men of the com- 
munity. He and his wife were very active in church 
relations and in politics he was a democrat. In the 
family were seven children: Catherine, wife of David 
Baxter; Samuel; David, a farmer living near Elida; 
Rebecca, deceased; John, an Amanda Township 
farmer; William, also of Amanda Township; and 
Della, widow of George Clark, living at Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Samuel Strayer while growing to manhood on the 
old farm in Amanda Township attended the com- 
mon schools and worked in the fields as his strength 
permitted. At the age of twenty-one he began sell- 
ing sewing machines, but followed that occupation 
only about a year. S 

April 15, 1875, he married Emeline Miller, who 
was born in Amanda Township, and died in 1892. 
She was the mother of Mr. Strayer’s six children, 
named Charles, Jennie, Guy, James, Roy and Lester. 
The son Roy did his duty as a soldier in the World 
war, went overseas, and is now living at Lima. 
Mr. Strayer on November 11, 1893, married Emma 
A. Miller, a cousin of his first wife. She is an 
active member of the Methodist Church and in 
politics he is a democrat. 

Mr. Strayer’s farm comprises ninety-four acres, 
and he has it well. stocked with good grades of cat- 
tle, hogs and other animals. He is also a stock- 
holder in the Peoples Bank of Delphos, Ohio. 


ELMER EtswortH DeLonc. Aside from whatever 
prestige may be his by reason of his connection with 
a family that has been prominent in Allen County 
for more than seventy years, Elmer Elsworth 
DeLong is widely and favorably known because. of 
his own achievements in the field of agriculture. 
The owner of Sunnyside and Pleasant View Farms 
in Shawnee Township has passed his entire life in 
this community and has been industrious as an 
agriculturist, public spirited as a citizen, honorable 
as a business man and loyal as a friend. 

Mr. DeLong was born in Shawnee Township July 
16, 1867, a son of John and Esther (Mowery) 
DeLong, the former a native of Ross County and 
the latter of Pickaway County, Ohio. They were 
married in 1848, and in the following year came to 
Shawnee Township, where Mr. DeLong secured 
eighty acres of unimproved land, which he subse- 
quently cleared, as he did also the eighty acres 
located across the road from the home place, which 
Mrs. DeLong had been given by her father. From 
time to time during his career John DeLong added 
to his holdings until he was eventually the owner 
of 600 acres of Allen County land, included in sev- 
eral farms. Much of this he improved and on it 
carried on general farming with much success until 
his retirement, some twelve or fifteen years prior to 
mendeati, which occurred at Cridersville in June, 
Mr. and Mrs. DeLong were the parents of the fol- 
lowing children: Mary Catherine, who is the wife 


His wife passed away February 27, 1900. 
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of Benjamin Bowsher of Shawnee Township ; Sarah 
Angeline, the wife of Ephraim Crider of Lima; 
Henry Allen of West Kibby street, Lima; Jacob 
Cornelius of South Metcalf street, Lima; John 
Franklin of Cridersville; Amanda Rosetta, the wife 
of John Mayer, formerly of Harrisburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, but now of Idaho, Ohio; Elmer Elsworth, and 
Lydia Alice, who died as the wife of Ira Betler. 

Elmer Elsworth DeLong was educated in the 
public schools of his native locality, and on leaving 
them he became his father’s associate in the cultiva- 
tion of the home acres. He was married May 26, 
1889, to Rachel Rosetta Beeler, who was born in 
Auglaize County, Ohio, daughter of Henry and 
Rachel (Bowsher) Beeler; the former a native of 
Ross County and the latter of Allen County. Fol- 
lowing his marriage Mr. DeLong continued to be 
associated with his father until his parents’ removal 
to Cridersville, at which time he was deeded the old 
home place of eighty acres, to which he later added 
an. additional eighty, this latter being possessd of 
an old barn. This structure Mr. DeLong has since 
replaced, and has built a modern frame residence, 
comfortably furnished and with all modern conveni- 
ences. This is known as Pleasant View Farm, and 
Mr. DeLong has sixty-five acres under cultivation, 
the remainder being in timber and pasturace. He 
does general farming thereon and conducts a small 
dairy and is achieving a worth-while success from 
his labors. The home property, known as Sunny- 
side Farm, he rents to a tenant. He is a man of 
practical ideas and much industry, and the success 
which has come to him has been well deserved. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. DeLong: 
Edna Fay, who is the wife of Irvil Hanes, a farmer 
of Perry Township, Allen County, and has one son, 
Harold Irvil; Harvey Ellsworth of Kemp, Ohio; who 
married Grace Miller; and Charles Adrian and Lola 
Iona, who reside with their parents. Mr. and Mrs. 
DeLong and their children are members of the 
Lutheran Church, where Mr. DeLong served eight 
years as a member of the official board. He is a 
democrat in politics, and has been a trustee and 
member of the School Board for two terms each. 
An active member of the local Grange, he has 
acted very acceptably as its treasurer. 


Exr1as BowsHEr. The Bowsher family is one of 
the old established ones of Allen County, and no 
history of this region would be complete without 
ample reference to its members. One of the men 
bearing this honored name is Elias Bowsher, a sub- 
stantial farmer of Shawnee Township. He was 
born in Shawnee Township in December, 1858, a son 
of Jacob and Susanna (Beeler) Bowsher, and grand- 
son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (DeLong) Bowsher, 
natives of Pennsylvania, who came to Allen County, 
Ohio, in 1835, after a stay in Pickaway County, Ohio, 
where Jacob Bowsher was born. The maternal 
grandparents were Jacob and Rosanna Beeler, 
natives of France, who came to the United States 
and for a time resided in Hamilton County, Ohio, 
where their daughter Susanna was born, and then 
journeyed on to Allen County, Ohio, where they, too, 
were among the early settlers of this part of the 
state, 

Jacob Bowsher and his wife were married in 1855 
and settled on a farm in Shawnee Township, where 
in time they became the owners of 340 acres of 
land, the greater portion of which he had cleared. 
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His death occurred on this farm in 1902, when he 
was seventy-two years of age. His wife died in 
1865, and he was afterwards married to Elizabeth 
Kiilian, who was born in Stark County, Ohio, the 
widow of Jacob Boyer, and she died in 1892. By his 
first marriage Jacob Bowsher had three children, 
namely: Elias, who was the eldest; Frank, who is 
a farmer of Shawnee Township; and Mary, who is 
deceased. By his second marriage he had the fol- 
lowing children: Charles, who was the eldest; Jacob 
E., who is a farmer of Amanda Township; and 
Lafayette, who died at the age of six years. 

In May, 1885, Elias Bowsher was married to 
Wilhelmina Arthur, who was born In Auglaize 
County, Ohio, a daughter of Joseph and Maria 
(Reichelderfer) Arthur, natives of Auglaize County. 
Following his marriage he settled on one of his 
father’s farms, in section 21, Shawnee Township, 
which contained 120 acres of partly improved land, 
and this he later inherited under his father’s will. 
He has always carried on general farming and stock 


raising, and has been very successful in his under- ’ 


takings. 

In June, 1914, Mr. Bowsher lost his first wife, who 
had borne him the following children: Oscar L., who 
is a farmer of Shawnee Township; Horatio L., who 
is at home; Gladys Marie, who married Harry Fred- 
erick of Lima. The son, Oscar L., married Blanche 
Roser, and they have two children: Eugene and 
Clifford. On December 11, 1919, Mr. Bowsher was 
married to Cora Howell, born in Auglaize County, 
Ohio, the widow of James Longworth. She had two 
children by her first marriage, Esther, who is 
Mrs. Carl Tran of Wapakoneta, Ohio; and Dor- 
thea, who is with her mother. 

Mr. Bowsher is a very intelligent man, well posted 
in current events, and has been called upon to fill 
some of the local offices, although his educational 
advantages were confined to those offered by the 
little red schoolhouse. He is a democrat and was 
elected on his party ticket to the office of township 
clerk, and held it for nine years, and for twenty-five 
years has been a member of the Board of Educa- 
tion. The Lutheran Church has in him a faithful 
member, and he has held a number of its lay offices. 
Mr. Bowsher is a past master of the Patrons of 
Husbandry and has also held other of its offices, 
and has aided very materially in making this organi- 
zation successful in his neighborhood. 


Henry O. Barnt. While one of the younger citi- 
zens of Allen County, practically every farmer and 
grain grower in Amanda and surrounding townships 
know him and esteem him as the manager of the 
Southworth elevators. He has been manager of 
this business for a number of years, and is also one 
of the proprietors in partnership with George A. 
ands Aue @-slutz. 

Mr. Barnt was born in*Marion Township of Allen 
County June 22, 1883, and his people have been 
identified with Allen County from earliest pioneer 
times. His parents were J. P. and Eliza (Roush) 
Barnt. His paternal grandparents, Henry and Deli- 
lah Barnt, were natives of Perry County, Ohio, and 
the original stock came from Perry County, Pennsyl- 
vania. Henry Barnt was a settler in Allen County as 
early as 1832, and spent the rest of his life near 
Elida. James P. Barnt grew up on the old home- 
stead, acquired a country school education, and after 
his marriage to Eliza Roush began housekeeping on 


PAIS, 


a farm two miles west of Elida. He was a capa- 
ble farmer, provided well for his family, and was 
an active member of the Methodist Church. His 
first wife died in 1902, the mother of three children: 
Henry O.; Bernice, wife of Aaron Good, living 
three miles west of Elida; and Harold, a farmer 
in Amanda Township. Henry O. Barnt in connec- 
tion with his elevator work is associated with his 
brother in operating the 185 acres known as the 
James P. Barnt farm, and together they have made 
a notable success in the breeding of Jersey cattle. 

Henry O. Barnt grew up on the homestead and 
acquired a liberal education, at first in the public 
schools of Marion Township. He was a teacher 
himself for two years, attended the Lutheran Col- 
lege at Lima one year, and after graduating from the 
Lima Business College became clerk and bookkeeper 
in a hardware store at Delphos. He left that to 
come to Southworth as an employe of the elevator, 
and managed it for one year before he acquired an 
interest in the business. 

June 25, 1908, Mr. Barnt married Iva M. Lutz, a 
daughter of George A. Lutz. They have four chil- 
dren: Helen M., Catherine C., Wanda B. and 
Henry C. The family are members of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, Mr. Barnt being a steward. 
He is ‘secretary of Marion Grange and is active in 
Odd Fellowship, being affiliated with Elida Lodge 
and is past chief patriarch of the Encampment at 
Delphos. He and his wife are members of the 
Rebekahs at Delphos, and he is affiliated with Hope 
Lodge of Masons. Politically he is a. democrat. 


WiuraM M. Lutz. A life of industry steadily 
devoted to the pursuits of agriculture, with ready 
fulfillment of the obligations of good citizenship, is 
the chief distinction of William M. Lutz, whose 
home is in section 19 of Amanda Township, on rural 
route No. 1, five miles south of Delphos. 

Mr. Lutz was born in Fairfield County, Ohio, 
February 3, 1852, son of John and Elizabeth (Miller) 
Lutz. His father was born in Maryland December 
13, 1820, while the mother was born five years later 
and died December 24, 1859. They had four chil- 
dren: William M., Samuel, Sarah J. and George A. 
The father married for his second wife the Widow 
Doner, and by that union there were four children, 
only two of whom are now living: Idetta, unmarried, 
and a resident of Lima, and John, a farmer in Ver- 
mont. John Lutz was an active Methodist and a 
republican. 

William M. Lutz was four and a half years of age 
when his parents moved from Fairfield to Allen 
County, and as he grew to manhood he acquired an 
education in a log cabin school. After reaching his 
majority he farmed the old homestead for several 
years, continuing for two years after his marriage. 
More than forty years ago he came to his present 
location, where he first bought sixty acres and now 
has a well regulated and improved farm of 102 
acres. 

February 18, 1875, Mr. Lutz married Susan South- 
worth, daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Harter) 
Southworth. Her father was a native of Clark 
County, Ohio, and was brought to Allen County by 
his parents at the age of ten years. The Southworths 
were among the pioneers and they entered land and 
developed it, the Village of Southworth being named 
in honor of the family. Mr. and Mrs. Lutz had the 
following children: Almeda, wife of S. S. Strayer of 
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Amanda Township; Myrtle, wife of John Knoop 
of Portland, Indiana; Charles, deceased; Mabel, who 
lives at home; Clarence, deceased; and Richard, who 
married Lulu Culver, her two children, Merlin, born 
June 25, 1908, and Howard, born July 17, 1910, now 
having a home with their grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Lutz. Mr. Lutz is a faithful member of the 
Zion Methodist Church and in politics casts his 
vote as a republican. 


Cuartes C. Lupwic. The biography of a man is 
of importance and interest to other men just to the 
degree that his life and work touches and influences 
the life of his time and the lives of individuals. 
Only in a feeble way, at best, can the life story of 
any man be told on the printed page. The story 
is better as it is written on the hearts of men and 
women, and the man himself does the writing. A 
name familiar to the peopie of Allen County is that 
of Charles C. Ludwig of Delphos, known as a man 
of high attainments and practical ability as an edu- 
cator, which has been his principal life work. He 
achieved an extraordinary measure of success in his 
profession because he has worked for it persistently 
and in channels of honest endeavor, and his pres- 
tige in the educational circles of Allen County stands 
in evidence of his ability and as a voucher for his 
intrinsic worth of character. 

Charles C. Ludwig was born May 12, 1853, on his 
father’s farm in Marion Township, Allen County, it 
being the farm now owned by S. S. Brenneman. 
For his ancestral history the reader is referred to 
the sketch of Isaac Ludwig, which appears elsewhere 
in this work. Charles C. Ludwig was reared on 
the home farm, where he worked as a tiller of the 
soil during the summer months, and attended the 
district schools during the winters. He also attended 
the public schools of Delphos, completing his studies 
in the Normal School at Lebanon, Ohio, and in the 
Illinois State Normal School. In 1873, when twenty 
yearg of age, he began teaching school in Sugar 
Creek Township, at the Dutch Hollow School, where 
he received $35 a month. He taught there four 
months, and of the $140 which he received for this 
first labor he gave his father $135. He taught eight 
successive terms in Sugar Creek Township and also 
taught in Union Township, Putnam County. He 
then was engaged as a teacher in Marion Township, 
Allen County, where he was so well liked that he 
was retained for twenty-nine years. W. J. Judkins 
erected a building in which was established what waa 
known as the Marion Township Normal School, and 
in this school Mr. Ludwig taught three years, and 
it is a noteworthy fact that seventeen of his pupils 
here secured teacher’s certificates. Mr. Ludwig has 
taught forty-three years, and is this year engaged 
to teach in the same district where he was born and 
reared, subdistrict No. 6, Marion Township. This is 
a very unusual record and is a silent but irrefutable 
testimonial to his faithful and effective work during 
these more than twoscore years. In his educational 
services he has taught the third generation of the 
same family. 

On February 8, 1883, Mr. Ludwig was married to 
Melissa J. Neff, who was born in Sandusky County, 
Ohio, on October 9, 1856. She was educated in the 
district schools of her native county and her mar- 
riage occurred in that county. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Ludwig were born four children, three of whom are 
living: Lucien Earl, born on October 30, 1883, is 
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a graduate of the Ohio Northern University at Ada, 
with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and of the law 
department of the University of Michigan. He is 
now successfully engaged in the parctice of law at 
Lima, Ohio. Leah Pearl, born January 18, 1887, 
attended the Ohio Northern University at Ada and 
Valparaiso University at Valparaiso, Indiana, and 
was a teacher for ten years. She is now the wife of 
Don C. Long, a farmer in Marion Township. Verna 
Hazelle, born April 28, 1889, attended the school at 
Ada and was a teacher in the public schools. She 
is the wife of D. C. Campbell of Columbus Grove, 
Ohio. Halcyon F., born in April, 1892, died on June 
25, 1911. Her death was a distinct loss to the com- 
munity for she was a lovable and accomplished 
young lady. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig are members of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church. Fraterally he is a member of 
Hope Lodge No. 214, Free and Accepted Masons; 
Delphos Chapter of Royal Arch Masons; Delphos 
Council of Royal and Select Masters; and of Lodge 
No. 201, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, which 
order he joined in 1877 and of which he is a past 
noble grand. Politically he gives his support to the 
democratic party. He was elected a justice of the 
peace three terms, serving nine years in all, and was 
deputy assessor of Marion Township two years. He 
was appointed by Probate Judge Lindermann county 
examiner of school teachers twenty-seven years ago. 
He was also one of the six incorporators of Walnut 
Grove Cemetery. Mr. Ludwig is the owner of 
forty-six acres of land and also owns a comfortable 
home on South Franklin street, Delphos. Because of 
his long and successful career as an educator, his 
public spirited attitude as a citizen and his excellent 
personal qualities he enjoys to a notable degree the 
confidence and esteem of the entire community. 


Evan C. Humpureys. In this new and modern 
era when farmers are becoming alive to their respon- 
sibilities and realize that their interests are not con- 
fined within the limits of their own farm, one of the 
sterling and progressive leaders in the community 
of Marion Township is Evan C. Humphreys, who in 
various ways has made his influence count in the 
township and county. 

Mr. Humphreys’ farm and home are four and a 
half miles northwest of Elida on rural route No. 3. 
On an adjoining farm he was born March 1, 1880, 
a son of Evan P. and Margaret (Davis) Humphreys, 
and is of Welsh ancestry. His father was born in 
Sugar Creek Township May 14, 1851, while his 
mother was born in southern Ohio in 1856. They 
were married in Allen County, and have lived here 
for many years. Both are active in the Congrega- 
tional Church, in which the father is a deacon, and 
politically he supports the republican party. In the 
family were six children: Evan C.; Anna E., unmar- 
ried; Edward, a farmer in Sugar Creek Township; 
Margaret, deceased; John, at home; and Alice, wife 
of H. R. Roberts. 

Evan C. Humphreys grew up on his father’s farm 
and acquired a good education, beginning in the 
common schools and later attending the Ohio North- 
ern University at Ada. 

December 20, 1911, he married Edna Beiler, who 
was born in American Township, a daughter of J. C. 
and Ida (Faze) Beiler. J. C. Beiler was born at 
Delphos April 20, 1850, and is now a retired farmer 
at Elida. Her mother was born in Massachusetts 


HISTORY OF ALLEN COUNTY 


March 31, 1852. J. C. Beiler was educated in the 
Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware, and became 
a successful teacher. Mrs. Humphreys’ mother was 
also a teacher until her marriage, after which she 
and her husband settled on a farm in American 
Township, where they lived until 1916, when they 
retired to Elida. J. C. Beiler and wife had four 
children, Edna M. being the oldest. The second, 
Ethel E., is a graduate of the Ohio Wesleyan Uni- 
versity at Delaware, from which she received her 
Master of Arts degree, and is now a teacher of 
Latin in the Delphos High School. Zoe graduated 
from the Michigan State Normal School at Ypsilanti, 
and is supervisor of drawing in Dover College. The 
youngest of the family, Lois Beiler, is a graduate 
nurse from Lima Hospital: 

Mrs. Humphreys after completing her work in 
the district schools took a normal course, and was 
also a student in Miami University at Oxford, Ohio. 
For seven years she was a teacher in graded schools. 
Mr. and Mrs. Humphreys have a daughter, Florence 
M., born October 31, 1912. 

The family are members of the Congregational 
Church, in which Mr. Humphreys is a deacon. He 
is the present republican trustee of Marion township. 
One of the important interests to which he gives 
much of his time is the Elida Equity Exchange, 
of which he is president. He is also a director of 
the Elida Farmers Bank, the executive officials of 
which are S. D. Crites, president; J. W. John, vice 
president; Abner Brenneman, cashier; and the other 
directors are J. W. Cotner, Dr. George W. Brunk 
and Dra8. Bo Dhut: 


Ora M. Bowersocx. It is not remarkable when 
a man is spared to round out three score years 
and ten if he accomplishes much and leaves the 
world better for his having lived in it, and a name 
and fortune behind him; but it is worthy of more 
than passing comment when one, whose span of 
life failed to reach over four decades, was equally 
successful in every respect. The late Ora M. 
Bowersock was less than forty years of age at the 
time of his death, July 24, 1917, but during the 
comparatively short tenure of his life he had be- 
come known as one of the most substantial farm- 
ers of Shawnee township, and as a citizen who 
had contributed in many ways to his community’s 
development. 

Mr. Bowersock was born in German (now 
American) township, Allen county, Ohio, Decem- 
ber 16, 1877, a son of Samuel and Mary (Dennis) 
Bowersock, residents of American township, both 
of whose parents were early settlers of Allen 
county. He attended the district schools of his 
home community and the business college at 
Lima, following which he was associated with 
his father in farming until his marriage, April 
4, 1906, to Miss Alta Hanes, who was born in a 
log cabin in Shawnee township September 10, 
- 1884, a daughter of Samuel and Margaret (Ans- 
bach) Hanes. Her parents were natives of Har- 
din county, Ohio, born respectively in 1850 and 
1858, while her grandparents, Isaac Hanes and 
James and Louisa (Brouches) Ansbach, were na- 
tives of Perry county, Ohio. 

Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Bower- 
sock moved to the Hanes homestead, one of the 
finest farms in Shawnee township, the home upon 
which, a structure built in 1890, is one of the best 
residences in this locality. Here Mr. Bowersock 
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applied himself industriously to agricultural oper- 
ations. He was not only a large general farmer, 
but an extensive raiser of Jersey cattle and main- 
tained a large dairy. He was a Republican in his 
political affiliations. He was known as a man of 
sound and practical ideas, progressive in spirit 
and energetic in his nature, and his citizenship 
was such as to cause him to be a supporter of all 
worthy movements. His friends were numerous, 
and his death was the cause of much sorrow in 
his community. He and his wife were the par- 
ents of two children: Evelyn Margaret, born July 
25, 1907; and Lavon Samuel, born June 23, 1910, 
both of whom are attending school. 

Since the death of her husband Mrs. Bower- 
sock has made her home on the farm, where her 
widowed mother also makes her home. Mrs. 
Ora M. Bowersock received her education at the 
Helsel district school and is a woman of many 
accomplishments and superior intellectual attain- 
ments. She is a faithful and active worker in the 
Helsel Methodist Episcopal Church. As a busi- 
ness woman she is making a distinct success of 
her management of the 160-acre farm. 


Witt1aAm Hurrer. Some of the first land in Allen 
County cleared and made available for growing 
crops is contained in what is known as the old 
Huffer homestead, five miles east of Delphos on 
Elida rural route No. 1. On that farm today lives 
William Huffer, grandson of the pioneer who came 
into Allen County nearly a century ago as one of 
the very first settlers. 

His grandfather came here from Fairfield County 
in 1822 and entered 160 acres in what was then Ger- 
man Township. At that time Lima contained only 
one log hut. The family had to cut their way 
through the dense woods to reach their location. 
One of the first settlers, Grandfather Huffer, 
remained here the rest of his life and saw his early 
efforts rewarded by a good home and a large and 
populous community grow up around him. 

One of his family of five sons and four daughters 
was George Huffer, who was born in Fairfield 
County, and was fourteen years of age when brought 
to Allen County. Here he grew up, and after reach- 
ing his majority married Keziah Nihizer, who was 
born in Fairfield County in 1828. She was a child 
when her parents died, and she was reared in the 
home of William Knittle, with whom she lived until 
her marriage. George Huffer and wife settled on a © 
farm he had purchased in Marion Township, and 
in 1868 moved to the old Huffer homestead, where 
he lived out his life. He was a man of great energy 
and resolute purpose, a successful farmer, and at 
one time owned 240 acres. His wife was a member 
of the Lutheran Church, and he was a liberal sup- 
porter of that denomination. He also served as 
township trustee and was a democrat in politics. 

George and Keziah Huffer had ten children, all 
of whom reached mature years. Rebecca and Cath- 
erine are now deceased, as is also Charles, who died 
March 1, 1921. Those still living are Ellen, Delilah, 
Margaret A., William, George, Enos and Simon. 

William Huffer, who has never married, was born 
in Marion Township August 28, 1864, and has lived 
practically all his -life on his present farm. He 
was educated in the district schools, and took care 
of his parents during their declining years. After 
their deaths he bought 105 acres of the old home- 
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stead and is still giving his time and energies to its 
management. 


= 


Joun W. Row anps, president of the reliable fur- 
niture house of J. W. Rowlands & Company, the 
oldest concern of its kind at Lima, is a man who 
is justly recognized as one of the leading and repre- 
sentative men of Allen County. Mr. Rowlands was 
born at Lima on December 16, 1860. The parents 
were Daniel and Elizabeth (Hardesty) Rowlands, 
natives of Wales and Allen County, Ohio. 

Daniel Rowlands was born in Grothenshire, Wales, 
and came from there to the United States with his 
family during 1843, and after arrival in this country 
settlement was made in Allen County, Ohio. The 
grandfather was a farmer, and Daniel Rowlands 
followed that calling and also was a millwright, 
erecting many of the early mills of the neighborhood. 
On the maternal side the men were farmers. 

John W. Rowlands was reared on a farm, but left 
it after reaching his majority and became an employe 
of the Union News Company at Muncie, Indiana. 
Later he was interested in the oil industry, and then 
began working in: a furniture store, where he 
remained for five years. When he had saved suff- 
cient capital and acquired a working knowledge of 
this branch of commercial activity he established 
himself in a general house furnishing business and 
conducted it under his own name. In September, 
1915, the business was incorporated as the J. W. Row- 
lands Company, with J. W. Rowlands as president 
and W. D. Rowlands as vice president and general 
manager. Mrs. L. M. Rowlands, his wife, died in 
June, 1919, but J. W. Rowlands survives her and 
makes his home at Los Angeles, California. Their 
children were as follows: Pearl, who died at the 
age of three years; Carl K.; Walter D., who is a 
resident of Lima, Ohio; and Gladys, who died in 
infancy. 

Carl K. Rowlands attended the graded and high 
schools of Lima, Ohio, and the University of Notre 
Dame, from which he was graduated at the age of 
nineteen years. He then went west and became 
timekeeper in the commissary department during 
the period of construction of the Roosevelt Dam. 
Four years later he returned to Lima and entered 
his father’s store, where he remained until Septem- 
ber, 1920, when his health required a change, and 
he is now a resident of Phoenix, Arizona. 

Walter D. Rowlands was born in Lima February 
22, 1893, was educated in the public schools of his 
native city and was graduated from the Lima High 
School and from Notre Dame. In September, 1917, 
he joined the aviation branch of the United States 
Army and was commissioned a: flyer. He acted as 
an instructor in Rockwell and Mather Fields in 
California, remaining in the service until Decem- 
ber, 1918. In May, 1920, he married Miss Irene 
Bruley, of Sacramento, California. He is now vice 
president and general manager of the J. W. Row- 
lands Company. 

J. W. Rowlands belongs to the Masons, Elks, 
Moose, Modern Woodmen, Junior Order of United 
American Mechanics, the Lima Club and the Rotary 
Club. He possesses a comprehensive knowledge of 
the numerous and intricate problems connected with 
his business, and is able to solve them efficiently 
and practically. He holds liberal views on public 
questions and gives to civic affairs the same intelli- 
gent attention he bestows on his own matters, and, 
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while not very active in politics, renders his com- 
munity a valuable service as a citizen of the highest 


type. 


Otto J. Roser, engaged in the real estate business 
in Lima, was born December 1, 1859, in Shawnee 
Township. He is a son of Dr. Ezekiel S. and Mary 
(Andrews) Rose, the father born in Trumbull 
County and the mother in Franklin County. The 
paternal grandfather, Charles Rose, was born in 
England, and the grandmother, Mary (Hover) 
Rose, was born in Holland. The maternal ancestry, 
Simon P. and Lyman (Percy) Andrews, were native 
Ohioans. Dr. E. S. Rose practiced medicine in 
Union County, but in 1858 located on a farm in 
Shawnee Township, Allen County. 

Doctor Rose remained on this Shawnee farm 
until 1890, when he sold it and moved to Lima. Two 
years later he moved to Indianapolis. Otto J. Rose 
is the only child living today. There was a brother, 
Charles Lyman. The sister, Emma, was the wife 
of Orlo Hadsell, of Hartwell; May was the wife 
of Dr. J. B. Funk. Otto J. Rose went to the dis- 
trict school and later attended public school in 
Lima. He clerked one year in a notion store and 
then went to Ada, where he opened a bargain house 
—a ninety-nine-cent store. Two years later he sold 
it and learned photography in Lima. 

Mr. Rose opened his first photograph gallery in 
Marion, and one year later removed to Spencerville, 
where he operated a gallery until 1890, when he 
removed to Lima again. In 1895 he sold the Lima 
gallery and became a newspaper reporter, continuing 
some years in the newspaper work and finally becom- 
ing Lima city clerk and continuing eight years in 
that position. From the clerk’s office he went into 
the post office as assistant postmaster, remaining 
there until 1916, when he engaged in the real estate 
business in Lima and vicinity. Mr, Rose is having 
his share of local patronage. 

On September 1, 1891, Mr. Rose married Alice 
Hussey. She was born at Mendon and is a daughter 
of John Milton and Mary (Severns) Hussey. They 
are both natives of Pickaway County. Mr. and 
Mrs. Rose have one son, Waldo H. Rose. He was 
a member of the aviation corps in the war of the 
nations. He lives in the home of his father. The 
mother died June 1, 1907, and on October 1, 1913, 
Mr. Rose married Alice M. Shively, of Goshen, 
Indiana. She had been the wife of Dr. C. B. Chester. 
The family are members of Trinity Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Lima. Mr. Rose is a member of 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks No. 54, 
of Lima, and of the Modern Woodmen of America. 


Epwarp C. YouUNGPETER. The gentleman to whom 
the reader’s attention is herewith directed is one 
of the best known farmers of Marion Township, 
Allen County, and one of his community’s most 
representative citizens. Earnest perseverance, care- 
ful management and a willingness to work in the 
face of all obstacles are the elements which have 
brought him prosperity, and while he has labored for 
his own advancement he has at the same time ever 
been vigilant in his efforts to forward the general 
interests of the community. 

Edward C. Youngpeter, whose fine farm is located 
one mile southeast of Landeck and four miles south- 
west of Delphos, was born on the farm which he 
now owns on the 15th day of January, 1876, and he 
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is a son of Adam and Louise (Freund) Youngpeter, 
the former of whom was born in Seneca County, 
Ohio, on July 3, 1847. His wife was born in 
Alsace-Lorraine, Germany, on March 13, 1852, came 
to the United States in 1871, when nineteen years 
of age, and her death occurred in 1908. She first 
located in Seneca County, Ohio, where she remained 
a. short time, and then came to Landeck in Spencer 
Township. She was married to Adam Youngpeter 
in the Landeck Catholic Church, and then they 
settled on the farm in Marion Township where 
Edward C. Youngpeter now lives, and there they 
made their home until 1899, when they retired and 
moved to Landeck to make their future home. They 
were members of the Catholic Church and in politics 
Mr. Youngpeter was an adherent of the democratic 
party. To this worthy couple were born four chil- 
dren, as follows: Hubert, of Landeck; Edward C., 
the immediate subject of this sketch; Anna, the wife 
of Stephen Krugh, of Ottawa, Ohio; Emma, the wife 
of Lawrence Koester, also of Ohio. 

Edward C. Youngpeter has spent practically his 
entire life on the farm where he was born and 
which he now owns. He was educated in the dis- 
trict schools of his home community, and he has 
never forsaken the pursuit of agriculture. He 
maintains the farm at a high standard of agricultural 
excellence, raising all the crops common to this 
locality. He also gives considerable attention to the 
breeding and raising of live stock, handling Poland 
China hogs and Aberdeen Polled cattle. His farm 
contains many substantial and up-to-date improve- 
ments and its general appearance reflects credit on 
its owner. 

On May 10, 1899, Mr. Youngpeter was married 
to Frances Williams, who was born in Marion 
Township, one-half mile west of Landeck, the 
daughter of Frank and Margaret Williams. To 
their union have been born five children, namely; 
Adam, who is unmarried and remains at home; 
Marcella, Lucy, Agnes and Clarence. The family 
are members of the Catholic Church at Landeck, 
of which Mr. Youngpeter is secretary and a trustee. 
Politically he is a democrat and has taken an active 
interest in party affairs, being at the present time 
a member of the County Central Committee. He is 
now serving his fourth terms as a trustee of Marion 
Township, his continued re-election being distinct 
evidence of his honesty and capability as a public 
official. He is the owner of 140 acres of land, is a 
stockholder in the Farmers Exchange; is a director 
of the Allen County Fair Board; and a stockholder 
in the People’s Bank of Delphos. He is public 
spirited and enterprising, giving his support to all 
measures for the advancement of the locality, and as 
a friend and neighbor he combines the qualities of 
head and heart which have won confidence and com- 
manded respect. 

Homer J. Hitty has made his mark among the 
citizens of Allen County and is a very progressive, 
live and enterprising farmer. His present home 
is in Amanda Township, three miles east and a 
mile and a half south of Spencerville. 

Mr. Hilty was born May 10, 1886, a son of John S, 
and Magdalena (Suter) Hilty. His father was born 
at Bluffton in Richland Township, Allen County, 
in 1845, while the mother was born in Riley Town- 
ship of Putnam County, Ohio, in 1849. They were 
married in Putnam County and soon afterwards 
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moved to Allen County, settling near Bluffton, where 
they spent many years as farmers and substantial 
citizens. Their last days were passed at Pandora. 
They were faithful members of the Mennonite 
Church and John S. Hilty voted as a democrat. Of 
eleven children ten are still living, Susan, Adam, 
Noah, Peter, Christian, Oswin, Homer J., Wilford, 
Eldon and Monroe. 

Homer J. Hilty spent his early life on the farm 
near Bluffton, and acquired a good education in 
the common schools of Allen County. Up to the 
age of twenty-one he remained at home assisting 
his parents, and following that spent about two years 
in Detroit, Michigan, was then home for a year, 
and for over six years lived in the Northwest, work- 
ing his own farm of 160 acres. 

In 1914 Mr. Hilty married Alvina F. Basinger, 
who was born at Columbus Grove, Ohio, and was 
educated in the common schools. Three years after 
their marriage they returned to Mr. Hilty’s farm, 
then lived in Putnam County one year, and in the 
spring of 1918 settled in Amanda Township, where 
Mr. Hilty owns half of the 175 acres which he 
farms. He is very progressive in his agricultural 
policies and management, and is also a stockholder 
in the Farmers Union Elevator at Spencerville. 
Politically he votes as an independent, and he and 
his family are members of the Mennonite Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hilty have two children: John D., 
born April 5, 1918, and Alice Marjorie, born Decem- 
ber 31, 1919. ; 


WitirAM Mack. It is signally consonant that 
in this work be incoporated at least a brief resume 
of the life and labors of William Mack, who has 
long been one of the influential citizens of Allen 
County, in fact, has spent his life here. A man of 
forceful individuality and marked initiative power, 
he has been well equipped for the larger duties of 
life, while his probity of character and his genial 
personality have gained for him universal esteem 
and friendship in the community where he has spent 
the years of his life. 

William Mack, whose attractive farm is located 
in Amanda Township, Allen County, was born on 
April 26, 1866, and is the son of Christian and 
Christiania (Kephart) Mack, both of whom were 
natives of Germany. The father was born in 1840, 
and in 1851, when eleven years of age, was brought 
to the United States, locating in Marion County, 
Ohio. He lived there until twenty-three years of 
age, when he came to Allen County. His wife 
came to the United States when twenty-three years 
of age, her family also settling in Marion County, 
Ohio, where she became the wife of Christian Mack. 
After their marriage they established their home on 
the farm where their son William now lives in 
Amanda Township, and there they spent the remain- 
der of their lives. Christian Mack was a veteran 
of the Civil war, having enlisted as a member of the 
One Hundred and Eightieth Regiment of Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, with which he served honorably 
until the end of the war. He died at the age of 
fifty-four years. He was a republican in his politi- 
cal views, and he and his wife were earnest mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church. They 
became the parents of ten children, of whom the 
following are living, namely: John, a farmer in 
Auglaize County, Ohio; Henry, of Lima; William, 
of Amanda Township; Lena, the wife of J. M. 
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Albright, of Lima; Sarah, the wife of Frank 
Wheeler, of Buckland, Ohio; Emma, wife of George 
Greesley, of Auglaize County. By a prior marriage 
Christian Mack became the father of a son, Isaac, 
who is now a farmer in Logan Township, Allen 
County. 

William Mack was reared on his father’s farm in 
Amanda Township, and his educational training 
was secured in the common schools of the home 
neighborhood. Reared to the life of a farm, he has 
never forsaken that vocation and has demonstrated 
that he is in every way entitled to be numbered 
among the progressive agriculturists of his section, 
for during the subsequent years he has successfully 
carried on his farming operations in a manner that 
has gained prosperity for him. He is the owner of 
240 acres of land lying in Allen and Auglaize coun- 
ties, all of which he has acquired by his own efforts 
and which is well improved and in a high state of 
cultivation. 

In 1890 Mr. Mack was married to Lydia Fisher, 
who was born in Auglaize County, Ohio, on March 
14, 1867. To them have been born two children, 
Ralph, of Auglaize County, who is married to 
Chloe Henley, and Mildred, the wife of George 
Place, of Saint Marys, Ohio. Mrs. Mack and the 
children are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Politically Mr. Mack gives his support 
to the republican party and takes a commendable 
interest in local public affairs, though not in any 
sense a seeker after public office. He has worked 
hard and honestly earned the reputation which he 
enjoys as one of the leading farmers and public 
spirited citizens of his locality, being held in the 
highest regard by all with whom he has come in 
contact. 


JosepH E, Pierson. The experience of Joseph E. 
Pierson as a practical farmer covers a period of 
nearly forty years, and includes eras of great finan- 
cial depression and low prices as well as the phenom- 
enally prosperous period of recent years. Mr. Pier- 
son as a testimony to his industry and thrift man- 
aged to prosper and lay a sound foundation of suc- 
cess even in years when conditions were adverse. 
He owns one of the fine farms of American Town- 
ship, comprising 135 acres, his home being on rural 
route No. 2 out of Elida. 

He was born in Allen County, near the site of old 
Fort Amanda, June 19, 1862, son of Joseph and 
Hannah (DeLong) Pierson. He is of Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch ancestry, his grandfather, Simon Pier- 
son, being a native of Pennsylvania. The family as a 
rule have been farmers. Joseph Pierson was born 
in Fairfield County, Ohio, and in 1841 settled in 
Allen County, near old Fort Amanda. 

Sixth in a family of seven children, Joseph E. Pier- 
son lived on his father’s farm, had regular duties 
to perform almost from childhood, and his educa- 
tion was the product of a scanty three months’ 
winter terms in the schools of Logan Township, 
Auglaize County, this intermittent educational 
period continuing until he was about twenty-two 
years of age. 

In 1884 Mr. Pierson married Maggie Esther An- 
derson, daughter of Thomas and Mary (Walker) 
Anderson. They have two children. Bernard Her- 
man, who lives at Louisville, Indiana, married Junie 
Core, by whom he has one child, Vilas. The second 
son, Harold Throne, born in 1892, lives at Elida, 
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and by his marriage to Freda Moorman has a son, 
Wayne. 

After his marriage Mr. Pierson rented a house 
near Elida for two years and did farming for some 
of the farmers living in that neighborhood. He 
then moved to the vicinity of Amanda Center, where 
he rented eighty acres for three years. Another 
three years he lived near Pittsburgh Road, east of 
Elida. His next home was on 300 hundred acres 
near Elida, where he lived for nine years. Then 
selling out, he went to Van Wert County, bought 
160 acres, but a year and a half later sold it and 
returned to Elida. In 1903 he began farming sixty- 
six acres as a renter, subsequently bought sixty- 
seven acres, and in 1913 acquired an additional 
sixty-six acres, these bodies constituting the large 
and well improved farm which he is still conduct- 
ing. He is also a stockholder in the Farmers Equity 
Exchange at Elida. In matters of politics Mr. Pier- 
son is an independent democrat and is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 


Netson H. Mixer. It is the good fortune of 
Nelson H. Miller to own and occupy the homestead 
of his father, and he takes a pride in keeping the 
property in the family and intends to hand it down 
to his children. This farm is located in Shawnee 
Township, and comprises 100 acres of very valuable 
land. Mr. Miller was born in Mifflin County, Penn- 
sylvania, October 27, 1857, a son of Henry H. and 
Margaret E. (Davis) Miller, natives of Pennsyl- 
vania, who in the spring of 1859 came to Lima, Ohio, 
and secured rented land in Bath Township, which 
they farmed until they bought 100 acres, all wood- 
land, in Shawnee Township. He started to clear 
and improve the farm, but died in 1881, before he 
had completed the work. His widow survived him 
until 1888. They had the following children: Clar- 
issa, who is Mrs. Milo Hadsel; Sarah J., who is 
Mrs. Christ Hawk, of Findlay, Ohio; James, who is 
of Mercer County, Ohio; Ellen, who married Jacob 
Lewis, is deceased, as is her husband; John, who 
lives in Mercer County, Ohio; Ann, who is Mrs. 
Charles Chivington, of Michigan; and Nelson H., 
who was the youngest born. 

Growing up on the home place, Nelson H. Miller 
attended the district schools and learned .to make 
himself useful at home. When the family first 
located on the farm they lived in a log cabin, but 
he now has splendid buildings on the property, all 
of which were erected by him. Following his 
father’s death he bought out the interests of the 
other heirs to 100 acres of the homestead, and has 
cleared what land was then in timber, and has 
devoted himself to farming with the exception of 
a few years when he was engaged in carpenter work. 

In May, 1883, Mr. Miller was united in marriage 
with Minnie Hanes, born in Shawnee Township, 
a daughter of Isaac Milton and Elizabeth (McClin- 
tock) Hanes, natives of Shawnee Township, and 
granddaughter of John Hanes, one of the early 
settlers of this township. Isaac Milton Hanes was 
a Union soldier in the Civil war and lost his life 
near the close of that great struggle. Mr. and Mrs. 
Miller became the parents of the following chil- 
dren: Milton, who died at the age of thirty-three 
years; Zella, who is Mrs. Ross Bacome, of Lima, 
Ohio; Rollie, who lives at Victory, Montana; Mabel, 
who is Mrs. Lewis Heffner, of Lima; Earl and 
Firl, twins, both of whom live at Lima; James T., 
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who also lives at Lima; and Vernie and Catherine, 
both of whom are at home. In politics Mr. Miller 
is a democrat, but has not participated actively in 
public events. He is a man who has attended to 
his own affairs, worked hard, and made a success 
of his undertakings, and deserves the respect he 
commands from his fellow citizens. The family all 
stand very well in the several communities in which 
they are living, and Mr. and Mrs. Miller have every 
reason to be proud of their children, for they are a 
credit to their parents and their home community. 

Earl D. Miller, a son of Mr. Miller, is a veteran 
of the World war, having been in the army one 
year and three days. His military record has an 
appropriate place in this connection. He was a 
first class private in Company A, Seventeenth Infan- 
try, Three Hundred and Fifty-Fifth Regiment, One 
Hundred and Seventy-Eighth Brigade of the Eighty- 
Ninth Division, and participated in one battle and 
two counter attacks, being on the front line from 
September 26 to November 11, 1918. He was sum- 
moned to the colors May 27, 1918, left Lima the 
following day for Camp Taylor, Kentucky, where 
he was attached to the One Hundred and Fifty- 
Ninth Depot Brigade for twenty-six days, and then 
transferred to Company M, One Hundred and Fifty- 
Fifth Regiment, Thirty-Ninth Division, and was in 
training at Camp Beauregard, Louisiana, until 
August 6th. The division then started on its long 
journey to France, spending ten days en route at 
Camp Merritt, New Jersey. Earl Miller embarked 
with other portions of his division August 22d at 
Hoboken, September 3d, landed at Brest, and dur- 
ing the subsequent drill he was made a first class 
private in the infantry. He was one of the privates 
selected from the Thirty-Ninth Division and trans- 
ferred to the Eighty-Ninth, joining his new com- 
mand September 24th, and was assigned to Com- 
pany A, Three Hundred and Fifty-Fifth Regiment 
and Seventeenth Infantry. After the front line 
duty above noted the regiment returned to the 
Beney Xammes area, which they held until relieved 
October 8th and then followed an interesting and 
unforgettable experience in the removal from the 
Saint Mihiel area to the Argonne position. Octo- 
ber 12th the regiment moved out of Recicourt to 
take up a new position, and participated in the 
advance resulting in the capture of the towns of 
Beaufort, Lunenville and Luzy, and remained at 
the front until the signing of the armistice. Novem- 
ber 24th the regiment march into Belgium, and on 
the lst of December began the advance across 
Luxemburg, five days later entering Germany. Earl 
Miller was with his command at Saarburg and 
Beurig until May 7, 1919, and five days later 
arrived at Brest and on May 15th embarked on the 
Leviathan, which made New York Harbor May 22d. 
From Camp Upton he returned to Camp Sherman 
and received his honorable discharge May 29th. 


Stras Uxrey is a native of Perry Township, still 
lives within its borders, and his long life is a record 
of success achieved after difficulties and disad- 
vantages, and his name is always spoken with the 
honor and respect paid to a citizen of the highest 
character. : ‘ 

He was born in Perry Township November 22, 
1846, son of William and Phoebe (Slater) Ulrey. 
His grandparents on both sides were very early 
settlers of Knox County, Ohio. The paternal grand- 
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parents, David and Margaret Ulrey, were natives of 
Pennsylvania, whence they removed to Knox County, 
Ohio. David Ulrey, though living in Knox County, 
acquired about 600 acres of land from the Govern- 
ment in Perry Township of Allen County. This 
land was all covered with heavy timber. He gave 
144 acres of this to his son William, who after his 
marriage took possession of it, built a home and 
eventually cleared up and put into cultivation about 
thirty acres. Silas Ulrey was only two weeks old 
when his mother died. His father married Jemima 
Vaughn, and he died in 1849, when Silas was three 
years of age. Silas then lived with his stepmother 
until 1863, and had limited advantages in the dis- 
trict schools in the meantime. On leaving home he 
worked out at different places and wandered about 
through the states of Michigan, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Illinois and Missouri. After eighteen months he 
returned home, and then lived with his brother-in- 
law, William Buchanan, until his marriage. 

Mr. Ulrey was the youngest of six children, and 
is the only survivor. At the age of eighteen, while 
he was working in a saw mill, he dislocated his left 
shoulder, and he never fully recovered from the 
injury, that being an additional handicap to his 
efforts. 

December 27, 1868, he married Fannie L. Munch, 
who was born at New Lexington in Perry County, 
Ohio, daughter of David and Martha (Dawson) 
Munch, her father a native of Zanesville, Ohio, and 
her mother of Lynchburg, Virginia. 

After his marriage Mr. Ulrey bought ten acres 
in Perry Township. After four years he sold that 
and bought another place of twenty acres. He lived 
there twenty-two months, and selling out went west 
to Union County, Iowa, and bought forty acres of 
improved prairie land. As an Iowa farmer he made 
a specialty of raising hogs, and was doing quite well 
in that business until an outbreak of hog cholera 
swept away his stock and practically all his accum- 
ulated capital. After seven years in Iowa he sold 
his land and returned to Perry Township, where for 
about five years he was employed in operating a saw 
mill and in the general lumber business. He then 
resumed farming, and in 1900 bought twelve and 
a half acres of his present farm. He has since 
increased his land holdings, all of which are in sec- 
tion 31 of Perry Township. Much of his land was 
timber when he bought it, but he has cleared away 
the trees, has built all the present group of build- 
ings, and has developed a fine fruit farm, raising 
apples, peaches, cherries, persimmons and small 
fruit. He has about twelve and a half acres in 
cultivation. For a year or so Mr. Ulrey has rented 
out his farm. 

He served two terms as township assessor, is a 
democrat, and has been a trustee of the Disciples 
Church since 1902. His children are: Daisy, wife 
of William Sellers, of Perry Township; Philip, also 
of Perry Township; Frank, of Bartlesville, Okla- 
homa;. May, Mrs. Henry Brinkman, of Camden, 
Arkansas; Clara, Mrs. Cloyd Vance, of Lima; and 
Ralph, of Lima. 


Harvey D. GrinpbLe, attorney-at-law and referee 
in bankruptcy, is one of the sagacious and depend- 
able members of his profession located at Lima. 
He is a man of strong personality. and extraor- 
dinary abilities, who has always been able to cap- 
ture and hold the confidence of those with whom 
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he is associated. His strong and well-balanced mind 
easily brought him into the position to which his 
talents entitle him, and as a referee in bankruptcy he 
is rendering a service which cannot be overlooked. 

The birth of Harvey D. Grindle took place at 
West Unity, Ohio, November 25, 1866, and he is a 
son of David J. and Catherine (Rogers) Grindle, 
of German-Scotch-Irish stock. David Grindle was 
a merchant for a number of years and a man of 
considerable importance in his community. 

After graduating from the high school at West 
Unity, Ohio, Harvey D. Grindle taught in the 
country schools for one year, and then for a year 
had charge of the grammar department of the 
West Unity schools. In 1887 he entered the Ohio 
Wesleyan University, from which he was graduated 
in 1891, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and 
for the next four years was superintendent of the 
public schools at Montpelier, Ohio. From there he 
went to Columbus Grove, and was superintendent 
of the Columbus Grove public schools for six years. 
For the next two years he was superintendent of the 
public schools at Paulding, Ohio. In the mean- 
while he studied law in the offices of attorneys at 
Paulding and Toledo, and was admitted to the bar 
in 1904. In 1906 he moved to Lima, Ohio, and was 
with the Lima College as one of the faculty for 
two years, and at the same time was engaged in 
the practice of his profession. In 1914 Mr. Grindle 
was a candidate for the office of common pleas judge 
on the republican ticket, but, although he made a 
good showing, was defeated. In the meanwhile, 
during 1908, he was made referee in bankruptcy for 
Allen, Auglaize and Putnam counties, and his juris- 
diction now extends over ten counties. In 1916 he 
was appointed to a seven-year term as a member of 
the Bar Examining Board by the Supreme Court of 
Ohio. Mr. Grindle is a stockholder in the Old 
National Bank and the Lilly White Oil Company, 
and is interested in other enterprises of the city. 
He is a member of the Lima Club, the Rotary Club 
and the Lima Chamber of Commerce. In _ his 
religious faith he is a Presbyterian, and belongs to 
the Market Street Presbyterian Church of Lima. 
His knowledge of the law, especially as regards 
bankruptcy cases, is profound, and he has long been 
a recognized authority in the problems which arise 
in such jurisprudence. 


Apert L, Davis is a widely known stockman and 
farmer of Allen County, where he has lived for over 
forty years. He was born in Pickaway County, 
Ohio, December 24, 1854, son of Jesse and Matilda 
(Judy) Davis, the former a native of Pennsylvania 
and the latter of Perry County, Ohio. The paternal 
grandparents, Jesse and Matilda (Stewart) Davis, 
were natives of Pennsylvania and were early settlers 
in Pickaway County. The maternal grandparents 
were Simon and Margaret Judy, also Pennsyl- 
vanians who moved to Pickaway County. Albert 
Davis’ parents lived all their lives in Pickaway 
County. Albert Davis as a youth acquired his 
education in the district school that was a mile and 
a half from home, and he walked back and forth 
the greater part of the way through woods. At the 
age of eighteen he was working as a farm hand near 
home. March 24, 1875, he married Salina Crites, 
a native of Pickaway County and daughter of Elias 
and Catherine (Mowery) Crites. 
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Mr. Davis came to Allen County soon after his 
marriage and first rented a farm in what was then 
German Township, now American Township, near 
Elida. After two years he moved to Elida, where 
he took up what has been his chief business in life, 
dealing in all kinds of livestock. He continued active 
in that industry for thirty years, with Elida as his 
headquarters, and subsequently continued the same 
business at Lima for eight years. On leaving Lima 
Mr. Davis rented a large 465-acre farm in Hardin 
County, and for the next five years carried on an 
extensive program as a farmer and stock raiser. 
He subsequently bought forty acres of partly 
improved land in section 2 of Perry Township, 
Allen County, and that has been his home for sev- 
eral years past. He rebuilt the residence, making 
it one of the most comfortable country homes in 
the township, has erected many other buildings and 
has supplied all the equipment needed on a first 
class farm. Mr. Davis is a democrat and is a 
member of the United Brethren Church at Lima. 

He and his wife had four children: William, of 
Elida; Otis E., of Lima; Otto G., of Bath Town- 
ship; and Harry, who died at the age of nineteen. 


Joun H. Bratrenserc. One of the best known 
and most successful veterinary surgeons of the 
Middle West is the gentleman whose name appears 
at the head of this paragraph. He has won success 
in life in a definite manner because he has per- 
severed in pursuit of a worthy purpose, and is gain- 
ing thereby a most satisfactory reward. His life 
has been exemplary in every respect, and he has 
always supported those interests which are cal- 
culated to uplift and benefit his community. He 
is the representative of honored old families who 
have courageously borne their part in the wars of 
their country and have been equally consistent in 
their support of civic welfare and development, 
and he himself gave of the best of his efforts in 
the great European struggle which has just passed 
into history. 

John H. Blattenberg is a native son of the Buckeye 
State, having been born in Wayne County on the 
2d day of May, 1869. His parents, Horace M. and 
Esther (Lutz) Blattenberg, were also natives of 
Wayne County. His paternal grandparents, John 
and Mary (McCracken) Blattenberg, were born and 
reared in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The former 
was a blacksmith by trade and in the early ’30s 
moved to Wayne County, Ohio. His wife was a 
daughter of Philip McCracken, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, who was a soldier in the War of the 
Revolution. The maternal grandparents were Jacob 
and Ann (Musser) Lutz, of Pennsylvania, where 
the former followed the profession of medicine. 
He also gave attention to agricultural pursuits and 
in 1828 or 1830 moved to Wayne County, Ohio. 
Horace M. Blattenberg, father of John H., was a 
farmer by vocation and also conducted a harness 
and carriage trimming shop in Wayne County. His 
death occurred there in March, 1914, at the age 
of seventy-seven years, and he is survived by his 
widow, who now resides in Smithville, Ohio, at the 
age of seventy years. They were the parents of 
two children, John H., and a sister, Anna, a physi- 
cian, who became the wife of Homer M. Yoder, 
also a physician, of Smithville, Ohio. 

John H. Blattenberg secured his elementary edu- 
cation in the common schools and then attended 
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the Normal College at Smithville, where he was 
graduated in 1890. He then matriculated in the 
Ontario Veterinary College at Ontario, Canada, 
where he was graduated in 1893. He located in 
Toledo, Ohio, and engaged in the practice of his 
profession for about a year, and in 1894 came to 
Lima. Doctor Blattenberg opened a veterinary hos- 
pital, his first location being in the car barn, formerly 
the first car barn of the first electric street rail- 
road operated in the United States. A year later 
the place was completely destroyed by fire and 
Doctor Blattenberg moved into a new _ building 
erected for his special use by E. W. Jackson at 
130 North Union Street. Here he remained until 
1910, when he bought a lot, 50 by 100 feet in size, 
and erected the finest veterinary hospital in the 
State of Ohio. Later he bought a lot of similar 
size, adjoining the other property, and on it he 
erected a brick three-story garage. John H. Blatten- 
berg is widely recognized as one of the ablest and 
most successful veterinarians in this section of the 
country, having many times been called to other 
states for the performance of veterinary surgery. 
He has also done considerable service as instructor 
in his profession, particularly in the Cincinnati Veter- 
inary College and the Chicago Post-graduate 
Veterinary School. He has been honored by his 
professional colleagues by being elected president 
of the Ohio State Veterinary Medical Association, 
and was first vice president of the American Veteri- 
nary Medical Association, which comprises the 
United States and all its possessions and Canada, 
and was first vice president when he entered the 
army. 

In October, 1917, John H. Blattenberg received 
from the Federal authorities at Washington a tele- 
gram asking him if he would accept a commission 
as major in the Veterinary Corps of the army. As 
the Doctor was past military age, and at the same 
time was anxious to do something for the Allies 
in the great World war, he immediately went to 
Washington and after making necessary investiga- 
tion accepted and took the required examination. 
In December he was ordered to Washington, 
received a course of instructions and his com- 
mission as major, and was ordered to join the 
Fifth Division of the General’s Staff at Camp Logan, 
Houston, Texas. On March 6, 1918, he was ordered 
to Camp Merritt, New Jersey, and on March 15th 
sailed for Europe with his division. Their ocean 
voyage was an exciting one, for a German submarine 
torpedo missed them by but a few feet. The Fifth 
Division took an active part in the operations of the 
American Expeditionary Forces, and bears the dis- 
tinction of being the first American troops to drive 
the Germans back from the line which they had 
held from the Franco-Prussian war of 1870. That 
this division was in the thick of the fighting is 
evidenced by the following figures: Total casualties, 
killed in action, 1,362; died of wounds, 329; wounded 
in action, 6,182; gassed in action, 1,110; missing in 
action, 256; taken prisoner, 60. The total number 
of prisoners captured by the Fifth Division was 
2,268, besides immense stores of ammunition and 
many guns of various sizes. After the armistice 
John H. Blattenberg, in command of fifteen officers 
and three companies of men, was placed in charge of 
a large American veterinary hospital, and he also 
conducted schools for instruction in veterinary work 
in the United States Army. The Fifth Division 
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was sent into Germany with the Army of Occupa- 
tion and Major Blattenberg was given charge of the 
Division Hospital, about fifteen miles back of the 
German line, at Neufchatteau. On his return to 
the United States the Major brought with him many 
war trophies, such as guns, helmets, army revolvers 
and muskets, besides an English officer’s saddle and 
bridle which were recaptured from the Germans. 
Major Blattenberg was discharged from the serv- 
ice in April, 1919, after overseas service of more 
than a year. He has the unique distinction of having 
personally witnessed the beginning and end of the 
World war, for in August, 1914, when the Germans 
began their great drive through Belgium, he was 
touring in Europe, and was also a delegate from 
the American Veterinary Medical Association to the 
International Veterinary Congress, which was to 
meet in London. He hastily withdrew with thou- 
sands of other tourists from the Continent to 
London, and after considerable waiting for trans- 
portation and unpleasant happenings, one of which 
was being arrested for a German spy, he returned 
home. It is a source of considerable satisfaction 
to him to have participated in the recent war from 
the sentimental standpoint of family pride, for he 
possesses the discharge paper of his great-grand- 
father from the Continental Army, with General 
Washington’s signature; his ,grandfather was a 
veteran of the Mexican war, and his father served 
in the Union Army during the Civil war. 

Politically Doctor Blattenberg is an ardent sup- 
porter of the republican party, and has taken an 
intelligent interest in local public affairs. His reli- 
gious membership is with the Trinity Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Fraternally he is a member of 
the Free and Accepted Masons, in which he has 
taken all the York Rite degrees and those of the 
Scottish Rite up to and including the thirty-second 
and the Mystic Shrine. He is also a member of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the 
Knights of Pythias and the Loyal Order of Moose. 
He is a member of the Allen County Historical 
Society, the Lima Club, the Shawnee Country Club, 
the Rotary Club, of which he was president from 
June, 1919, to June, 1920, and the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. John H. Blattenberg has 
one hobby, namely, the collection of Colonial mahog- 
any furniture. He has searched far and wide for 
genuine pieces of this kind and possesses a valuable 
collection. His favorite sports are boxing, horse 
racing, horseback riding and auto racing. He enjoys 
a contest of any kind and takes a great interest in 
all sports. Measured by the true standard of excel- 
lence, Major Blattenberg is an honorable, upright, 
courteous gentleman, true to himself and to others, 
and his influence has been potent for good. He is 
public spirited, giving his unstinted support to every 
movement for the advancement of the general wel- 
fare, and he enjoys to a marked degree the confi- 
dence and esteem of all who know him. 

He was married November 29, 1920, to Helen May 
Hoffer, of Mansfield, Ohio, a daughter of Joseph F. 
and Laura A. (Pike) Hoffer, the father a native 
of Ohio and the mother of Indiana. Major and 
Mrs. Blattenberg sailed June 1, 1921, to attend the 
International Rotary Convention held at Edinburg, 
Scotland. From there they visited London. On 
the Continent their itinerary included the larger 
cities of Holland, Belgium, France, the battle fields 
of France and Belgium, Italy and Switzerland, a 
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trip up the Rhine, and returning to England, sailed 
from Southampton for America. 


BENJAMIN F, Jennincs. Public-spirited co-opera- 
tion in civic affairs and an industrious application 


of intelligent and practical farming abilities have 


characterized the career of Benjamin F. Jennings, 
whose well-cultivated and valuable country estate is 
located in Monroe Township, three miles east and 
three-quarters of a mile north of West Cairo. 
Mr. Jennings is a native of Allen County, having 
been born on the farm of his father one-half mile 
east and one mile south of Beaver Dam August 26, 
1864, a son of Lewis and Mary (Everett) Jennings. 

Lewis Jennings was born in Jackson Township, 
Allen County, in 1828, a son of James and Eliza- 
beth Jennings, who came in 1826 to Allen County 
from Tuscarawas County, and, settling on an unde- 
veloped farm in Jackson Township, passed the 
remainder of long, honorable and useful lives in 
the work of development and cultivation. They 
became the parents of Lewis, Thomas, John, Abel, 
Lucinda and Sarah. Of these, Lewis Jennings 
received a country school education, and on growing 
to manhood on the home farm first married Anna 
McKee, who died leaving three children:: James, 
John and Anna. Mr. Jennings afterward married 
Mary Everett, who was born in Allen County in 1838, 
and they became the parents of these children: 
Francis, Benjamin F., Alfred, George, Jasper, Clara 
and Kitty M., of whom B. F., George and Jasper 
are living, the last two being residents of Oklahoma. 

B. F. Jennings was reared on a farm in Richland 
Township, and received good educational advan- 
tages in his youth, attending the schools of Beaver 
Dam and the normal school at Angola, Indiana. 
He entered upon his career as a teacher, and for 
twenty years instructed classes in Allen and Putnam 
counties, Ohio, and Steuben County, Indiana, becom- 
ing one of the most efficient and popular educators 
in this region and making and retaining countless 
friendships among his pupils and their parents, as 
well as among Fis associates in the profession. In 
the meantime, when not engaged in his duties in 
the schoolroom, he applied himself to farming. 

Mr. Jennings was married December 24, 1890, to 
Miss Clara Norman, who was born on the farm on 
which she now makes her home September 3, 1866, 
and was educated in the public schools. Following 
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Jennings started house- 
keeping on the present home property, and here were 
born their four children: L. D., born October 22, 
1892, who is married and resides at Celina, Ohio; 
Zoe, a graduate of high school who also attended 
Ohio Northern College at Ada, and is now the wife 
of R. H. Jacobs, of Sugar Creek Township; J. E,, 
a student at Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio; 
and Freelin L., born December 24, 1902, a graduate 
of Lima High School. 

Since giving up his educational work in the school- 
room Mr. Jennings has applied himself wuninter- 
ruptedly to farming, with the exception of five years 
when he was in the employ of the Extension Depart- 
ment of the State University, lecturing on agricul- 
tural subjects. At present he has a well-improved 
and highly productive property, on which his build- 
ings and equipment suggest the progressive spirit 
and good management of the proprietor. Mr. Jen- 
nings is a republican in his political allegiance, and 
while not a politican, is well informed as to the 


HISTORY OF ALEEN COUNTY 


issues of the day, and is a public-spirited supporter 
of all movements tending to make for the better- 
ment of his community. With Mrs. Jennings he 
belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Harvey J. VAN Meter. Some of the leading citi- 
zens of Allen County are to be found carrying on 
operations on well-regulated farming properties 
which, in their prosperity, evidence the ability, busi- 
ness acumen and intelligence of the owners. One of 
these men is Harley J. Van Meter, whose valuable 
and productive property is situated six and one-half 
miles southwest of Bluffton in Richland Township. 

Mr. Van Meter was born in Monroe Township, 
Allen County, February 5, 1881, a son of George S. 
and Hannah (Reeder) Van Meter, natives of the 
same township, the former born April 7, 1850, and 
the latter January 5, 1855, and died October 10, 1901. 
Throughout his career George S. Van Meter was 
engaged in agricultral pursuits and was accounted 
one of the substantial and reliable men of his com- 
munity. He was a supporter of worthy movements 
and had the confidence and respect of those with 
whom he associated. He and his worthy wife were 
the parents of seven children: Harley J.; Carl R., 
who is engaged in agricultural operations in Putnam 
County, this state; George R., who is deceased; Car- 
rie F., the wife of Joseph Steele, who lives in Glad- 
win County, Michigan; Paul, who is deceased; 
Ralph A., in Ambherst, Massachusetts; and Clark, 
who is engaged in farming in Monroe Township. 
Ralph A. Van Meter graduated from the high school 
at Columbus Grove, following which he pursued a 
course in horticulture at the Ohio State University. 
He next entered Amherst College, which he was 
attending at the outbreak of the World war and the 
entrance of the United States therein. Leaving his 
studies, he entered the United States Field Signal 
Corps, went overseas and was sent to the front. 
He saw much dangerous service, and on one occasion 
was the only one to return to the American lines 
of a party of twenty signal men sent out during an 
engagement. After his honorable discharge he 
returned to Amherst, where he is now completing 
his educational training. 

Harley J. Van Meter was reared on the old home 
place in Monroe Township, and attended the country 
schools. He remained at home until reaching the 
age of twenty-one years, as his father’s assistant, 
and was married October 28, 1902, to Miss Mary M. 
Cupp, who was born and reared in the same com- 
munity, where she attended the public schools. Fol- 
lowing his marriage Mr. Van Meter rented a farm, 
to which he moved, and this was his status for the 
next six years, at the end of which time he purchased 
a modest farm in Richland Township. Two years 
later he disposed of this property and bought eighty- 
seven and one-half acres of land, this at present 
constituting his farm. Here he has made improve- 
ments with the passing of the years, and now has a 
modern farm in every way, with substantial build- 
ings, a comfortable home, numerous up-to-date appli- 
ances and the latest improvements in machinery. 
He carries on general farming and raises a good 
grade of stock, and in both departments has met 
with well-merited success. Mr. and Mrs. Van Meter 
are the parents of five children: Mary Esther, who 
is attending the Beaver Dam High School; Lloyd E., 
attending the graded schools; and Loren C., Fran- 
cis E. and Donald R. Mr. and Mrs. Van Meter are 
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consistent members of the Rockport Presbyterian 
Church, of which Mr. Van Meter is a member of 
the Board of Trustees, and both he and his wife 
are active in church and Sunday School work. 
In his political allegiance Mr, Van Meter is a staunch 
republican. 


Jacop Lucisitt. Four generations of the Lugibill 
family have contributed to the development of the 
Property owned and occupied by Jacob Lugibill 
in his lifetime, a tract lying four and_ one-half 
miles northwest of Bluffton in Richland Township. 
Those bearing this name have been noted for their 
industry, farming ability and good citizenship, and 
all have been factors in adding to the advancement 
of this prosperous part of Allen County. 

Jacob Lugibill was born on the homestead Octo- 
ber 16, 1852, a son of David and Anna (Amstutz) 
Lugibill. David Lugibill was born in Alsace, France, 
in June, 1819, and was but one year old when 
brought to the United States by his parents, the 
family first settling in Holmes County, Ohio, and 
subsequently removing to that part of Putnam 
County which is now included within the borders 
of Allen County. Here the grandfather of Jacob 
Lugibill secured wild land in what is now Richland 
Township, cleared and developed a farm, and passed 
his life in the peaceful pursuits of the farm, being 
assisted in his industrious efforts by his worthy wife. 
They were members of the Mennonite Church and 
the parents of six children: John; Christian; David; 
Mary, who became the wife of John Geiger; Cather- 
ine, who became the wife of Christian Basinger; and 
Barbara, who became the wife of Christian Welty. 

David Lugibill was reared in what is now Allen 
County, and here married for his first wife Anna 
Geiger, by whom he had four children. After her 
death he married Anna Amstutz, who was born in 
Putnam County, Ohio, and they became the parents 
of three children: Benjamin P., who died in 1916, 
married Catherine Shively and after her death 
Bertha Stettler; Jacob, the subject of this review; 
and Fannie, who died as the wife of the late Sam- 
uel Neuenswander. For his third wife David Lugi- 
bill married Anna Letherman, but they had no chil- 
dren. The children of Mr. Lugibill and his first wife 
were: Regina, who became the wife of Christian 
Basinger and had two sons; Elizabeth, who became 
the wife of Peter B. Amstutz and had one child; 
John, who died at the age of twenty years; and 
Mary, who never married and died at the age of 
seventy-one years. When David Lugibill secured his 
farm it consisted of eighty acres, to which, through 
industry and good management, he added until he 
was the owner of 192 acres. Like his father, he was 
a man who bore an excellent reputation in his com- 
munity and had the good will and esteem of his 
associates and neighbors. : ; 

Jacob Lugibill attended the district schools of the 
home community until he was twenty years of age 
and in the meantime made his home on the old place 
where he was associated with his father in the task 
of cultivation and development. He was married 
May 13, 1878, to Susanna Neuenswander, who was 
born on a farm in Richland Township, Allen County, 
July 13, 1856, and died April 19, 1920, and they 
were the parents of the following children: Ange- 
line, who died May 3, 1920, as the wife of John E. 
Lauby; David, a resident of Richland Township, 
who married Hattie Amstutz; Edward of Richland 
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Township, who married Cora Diller; Harry G., who 
is now operating the home place and who married 
Metta Moser; Isaac, residing in Richland Town- 
ship, who married Della Moser; Sadie, the wife of 
Milton E. Steiner, living at Yerbalinda, California; 
and Bertha L. and Mary, who are unmarried. There 
are seventeen grandchildren in the family. 

Mr. Lugibill devoted his energies largely to farm- 
ing, and at the time of his death had 271 acres of 
splendidly productive land in Richland Township. 
This property is one of historic interest, made so by 
the presence of two mounds, the supposition being 
that two tribes of Indians met in battle here and 
after the fray buried their dead in these mounds. 
Mr. Lugibill was a large breeder of registered Short- 
horn cattle. In addition to his farming ventures 
he had other interests, having been the president, 
a director and the largest stockholder in the Bluff- 
ton Milling Company, the other directors of which 
are Noah Diller, Elmer Diller, Enos Burkholder 
and Hurley Mann; and a stockholder in the Pan- 
dora. Lumber Company and electric light plant, with 
a branch at Bluffton. He belonged to the Swiss 
Mennonite Church, in which he was an elder, and 
was active in church and Sunday school work. 
Politically he was a democrat. During the lifetime 
of his wife, it was Mr. Lugibill’s custom to take 
occasional trips, during which he and his family 
visited California and various others of the western 
states. Mr. Jacob Lugibill died February 5, 1921. 
His son Henry G. is now operating 192 acres and 
owns 112 acres of the homestead. 


Davin P. BASINGER, a retired farmer living in the 
west corporation of Bluffton, was formerly very 
actively engaged in agricultural operations in Allen 
County, and is regarded as one of the substantial 
citizens of his community. He was born in Rich- 
land Township, Allen County, Ohio, August 14, 
1841, a son of Christian and Catherine (Lugibill) 
Basinger. Christian Basinger was born in Alsace- 
Lorraine, France, February 20, 1817, and in 1824 
was brought to the United States by his parents, 
who settled in Rockingham County, Virginia. The 
passage over was a long and tiresome one and con- 
sumed fifty-six days, so the little party was glad 
indeed to see land once more. In 1834 Christian 
Basinger left Virginia and came to Ohio, first stop- 
ping for three years in Mahoning County, and then 
moving to Putnam County, Ohio, where he entered 
240 acres of land, and on it he spent the remainder 
of his life. He erected a log cabin on his land 
and in it he and his wife lived for many years. She 
was born in Alsace-Lorraine, France, in April, 1817, 
and was brought to the United States by her parents, 
who located in Holmes County, Ohio. At the time 
they located on their farm it was located in Riley 
Township, Putnam County, but this section is now 
Richland Township, Allen County. Christian Basin- 
ger was a democrat. He belonged to the Swiss 
Mennonite Church and was very active in its work. 
There were twelve children born to Christian Basin- 
ger and his wife, three of whom died in infancy, 
those to reach maturity being as follows: David P., 
Mary, Jacob, Christian, Peter, Joel, Annie, Elias 
and Noah. 

Growing up on his father’s farm, David P. Basin- 
ger learned early to be a farmer in a practical man- 
ner under the guidance of his experienced father. 
He attended school held in a log schoolhouse, first 
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conducted as a private enterprise but later becoming 
a public one. When he was a little older he went 
to the Bluffton public schools and the Lima High 
School, for six terms was engaged in teaching school 
and then became a farmer and for a number of 
years was engaged in that occupation. A man of 
religious turn of mind, he subsequently entered 
the ministry of the Reformed Mennonite Church, 
and has been one of its bishops since 1900. On 
March 20, 1914, Mr. Basinger moved to Bluffton, 
where he owns seven acres surrounding his com- 
fortable home. 

David P. Basinger was married to Barbara Schu- 
maker Amstutz, the widow of Christian Amstutz, 
and she died September 9, 1913. She was the mother 
of seven children, namely: N. W. Basinger, who is 
deputy treasurer of Allen County, lives at Bluffton; 
Joel, who died at the age of nineteen years; Noah, 
who is a funeral director at Bluffton; Lydia, who 
is unmarried; Julia, who is the wife of Peter Geiger ; 
David E., who is a resident of Bluffton; and Reu- 
ben, who is a resident of Lima, Ohio. A man of 
high principles and unblemished integrity, Mr. Bas- 
inger has earned and holds the confidence and 
respect of his fellow citizens, and his church, and 
is accepted as being one of the representative men 
of the older generation now living in Allen County. 


WiLutaM C. Ruopes. In every branch of industry 
the advance of Allen County has been remarkably 
rapid during recent years, and its progress has been 
equal probably to that of any other section of the 
state. The present prosperity of the county is well 
represented in its stockmen and agriculturists, and 
among these may be mentioned William C. Rhodes, 
the owner and operator of a well-cultivated farming 
property in Jackson Township, three miles east of 
Lafayette. 

Mr. Rhodes was born in Montgomery County, 
Ohio, February 10, 1864, a son of Jacob and Mary 
(Shaffer) Rhodes, the former a native of Pennsyl- 
vania. Mrs. Rhodes was born in Wurtemberg, Ger- 
many, and was a young woman when she came to 
the United States and settled in Montgomery 
County, where she met and married Mr. Rhodes. 
Following their union they settled on a farm, on 
which they rounded out well-ordered, honorable and 
useful lives, winning and holding the esteem and 
respect of their neighbors. They were faithful mem- 
bers of the church in their locality and always sup- 
ported worthy enterprises of a religious, charitable 
and educational character. While Mr. Rhodes was 
reared in a democratic family, he early advocated 
the principles of the republican party, which hc con- 
tinued to support throughout his life. He and his 
wife were the parents of four children: Amanda, 
who is deceased; a child who died in infancy; 
William C.; and John F., a resident of Jackson 
Township. 

William C. Rhodes received his education in the 
public schools of Montgomery County and at the age 
of thirteen years completed his studies and came to 
Allen County, where he was employed by one man 
for four years. During the first year he received $6 
per month for six months, the second year $7 per 
month for the same time, the third year $8 per 
month for half a year, and the fourth year his 
salary was advanced $1 for the same length of time. 
During the remaining six months in each year he 
worked for his board without pay. Mr. Rhodes 
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then farmed for one year for one-fourth of the crop, 
and at that time decided to form a home of his 
own, although he was without means. In the spring 
of 1883 he was united in marriage with Miss Millie 
A. Long, and they faced the future courageously, 
confident of their own ability to weather any financial 
storms that might arise. In 1884 they were assisted 
by the receipt of Mr. Rhodes’ share of the home 
estate, the sum of $2,100, which he immediately 
invested in fifty-seven acres of land in Jackson 
Township, to which, through industrious work and 
good management he has added until he now has 
128 acres, all in a good state of cultivation. He is 
engaged in general farming and stock raising, is a 
stockholder in the Farmers Co-operative Elevators 
at Lafayette, and is accounted a business man of 
the highest integrity and straightforward principles. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rhodes have seven children: Wil- 
bur, who assists his father on the home farm, mar- 
ried Clara Long and their three children are Vernon 
D., Edna M. and Isbell; Bertha is the wife of Mason 
Kingler; Charles, also at home, married Alice 
Meyers; Josephine is the wife of Newton Kingler; 
May; Elmer, who is married; and Mabel, at home. 
Mr. and Mrs. Rhodes are consistent members of 
the Reformed Church, in which he has been a deacon 
and elder for eighteen years and a faithful sup- 
porter of all church movements, as well as super- 
intendent of the Sunday school for seven years. 
Fraternally he is affliated with Jackson Lodge, Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, in which he has 
numerous friends. He has been active and influen- 
tial in the ranks of the republican party, and has 
been a member of the County Central Committee 
for several years. For four years he served very 
efficiently as a member of the Jackson Township 
Board of Trustees. 


Joun L. SHe1x. A worthy representative of the 
agricultural interests of Allen County is found in 
the person of John L. Sheik, the owner of a well- 
cultivated property in Sugar Creek Township, whose 
home, two miles northwest of Gomer, stands on the 
line dividing Allen and Putnam counties. Mr. Shiek 
was born in Hocking County, Ohio, August 9, 1858, 
a son of John and Rebecca J. (Allen) Sheik. 

John Sheik was born July 26, 1832, in Wittenburg, 
Germany, and in 1833 was brought to the United 
States by his parents, John and Mary Sheik, the 
family settling in Perry County, Ohio, July 20, 1835. 
He was there married to Rebecca J. Allen, native 
of Perry County, and later moved to Hocking 
County, Ohio, where he resided for forty-eight 
years, celebrated his golden wedding anniversary 
February 14, 1904, and died in 1911. He was a 
well-to-do farmer and the owner of 247 acres of 
land, and was a member and generous supporter of 
the United Brethren Church. In politics he was a 
democrat. He and his wife were the parents of 
twelve children, of whom ten are living: Pleasant 
A., John L., James M., Margaret M., William S. 
and Philip (twins), Mary J., Rebecca A., Laura M. 
and Francis A. 

John L. Sheik attended the public schools of Hock- 
ing County, and in young manhood adopted the 
vocation of agriculture, which he has followed all 
his life. At this time he is the owner of 116 acres 
of good land in Sugar Creek Township and ten 
acres in Putnam County, and in addition to general 
farming carries on the breeding of Red Polled 


mis LORY OF ALLEN COUNTY 


cattle, his herd being headed by the famous Liberty 

He is a member of the Gomer Equity Elevator, 
and has a number of other interests which substan- 
tiate his claim to good citizenship. In politics he is 
a democrat, and he and his family belong to the 
Gomer Presbyterian Church, in which he is a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees. 

Mr. Sheik married November 12, 1895, Miss Nellie 
Siebenthall, who was born at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
January 18, 1873, and died July 12, 1909. They had 
four children: Elizabeth, a graduate of the Gomer 
High School and Lima Business College, who is 
employed at the old National Bank of Lima; Rich- 
ard, born December 28, 1898, who resides on the 
home farm and is extensively engaged in the breed- 
ing of Spotted Poland China hogs; Robert S., born 
July 23, 1901, a graduate of the Gomer High School, 
who also spent some time at the Ohio State Univer- 
sity; and Anna, born March 25, 1904. 


Cuartes C. Lone, The true worth of biography 
is not to give voice to a man’s modest estimate of 
himself and his accomplishments, but rather to leave 
upon the record the verdict establishing his char- 
acter by the consensus of opinion on the part of 
his neighbors and citizens. The life of Charles C. 
Long, one of the successful farmers of Marion 
Township, Allen County, has been such as to elicit 
just praise from those who know him best. He has 
spent his life here at home, engaged in the pursuits 
for which nature and training have best suited him, 
and is a creditable representative of one of our much 
respected old families. 

Charles C. Long was born on the parental farm 
in Marion Township about two and a half miles east 
of Delphos, December 5, 1889, a son of Minor T. 
and Nancy J. (Tucker) Long. The father was 
born in Clermont County, Ohio, August 24, 1845, and 
was a son of Jacob and Rebecca (Westerfield) Long, 
who came to Allen County in 1851, locating in 
Marion Township, where they spent the remainder 
of their lives. Minor T. Long was reared from the 
age of six years in Marion Township, and attended 
the common schools of his home neighborhood. He 
remained under the parental roof until the Civil war, 
and on February 20, 1863, enlisted in McCochlin’s 
Squadron, with which he served until the end of the 
war, receiving his discharge on October 30, 1865. 
He was with General Sherman on the historic 
“March to the Sea,” and took part in many of the 
most important engagements and campaigns of that 
great struggle. After his marriage he located on 
a farm which he had bought in Marion Township, 
and on a part of which Charles C. Long now lives. 
He was an industrious worker and vood manager, 
so that he was enabled to accumulate 430 acres of 
land, which he owned at the time of his death. He 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Churcn, 
belonging to Morris Chapel. He helped to build 
this chapel, took an active part in its work, and was 
a liberal supporter of it. For many years he sup- 
ported a missionary in China, a form of benevo- 
lence which his family have decided to continue, as 
he would have done had he lived. He was an active 
member of the Grand Army of the Republic, and 
was one of the organizers of the post at Delphos. 
Politically he was an earnest supporter of the repub- 
lican party; he served as a township trustee; as a 
member of the County Board of Education, of which 
he was the first president; was a member of the 
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Marion Township Board of Education for thirty 
years; and was one of the organizers of Walnut 
ce Cemetery. His death occurred on June 21, 

On November 10, 1867, Mr. Long was married to 
Nancy J. Tucker, who was born at Crossingsville, 
Perry County, Ohio, August 23, 1851, and she came 
with her parents to Allen County in 1853. To this 
union were born five children, namely: Cora E., the 
wife of Ed Truesdale of Delphos; Mattie B., who 
died at the age of three years; Dane D., who was 
married to Hazel Bradley of Marion Township; 
Don C., who lives in Marion Township and was 
married to Pearl Ludwig; and Charles C., the sub- 
ject of this review. 

Charles C. Long has spent his entire life on the 
farm which he now occupies, comprising 103 acres 
of well-cultivated land, in the operation of which 
he has been very successful. He not only carries 
on general farming, but also gives considerable 
attention to the breeding and raising of live stock, 
in which he has been successful. He gives special 
attention to registered Jersey cattle, and is the 
owner of a fine registered bull, Louise’s Little Lad, 
H. R. No. 194113, from a noted stock herd of Lowell, 
Massachusetts. His estate, known as Riverside 
Farm, is well improved and is numbered among the 
best properties in the community. Mr. Long is a 
practical farmer, a hard worker and a good manager, 
elements which form the keynote of practically all 
successful careers. 

He was married on May 26, 1914, to Chloe Mericle, 
and they have a son, Maynard F., born May 3, 1915. 
Mr. and Mrs. Long are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Politically he is a republican and 
is a member of the Republican Central Committee 
from Marion Township. Mrs. Long has the honor 
of being one of the first women appointed on the 
Republican Executive Committee of Allen County 
after the inauguration of woman suffrage. Frater- 
nally Mr. Long is a member of Delphos Lodge, 
Knights of Pythias. He is universally recognized 
as a splendid citizen, and enjoys the confidence and 
good will of all who know him. 

S. W. WricHT was not only a farmer but was 
regarded as one of the ablest men of affairs in 
Allen County. He has to his credit two terms of 
capable service as county commissioner, and dis- 
charged other obligations in the common welfare. 
The Wright farm and home are a mile east of Del- 
phos in Marion Township. 

He was born in Highland County, Ohio, November 
19, 1851, son of William G. and Louisa (Manker) 
Wright. His father, who was born in Virginia, May 
3, 1827, a son of William and Rhoda R. Wright, 
came with his parents to Highland County, Ohio, at 
the age of eight years. William G. Wright married 
Louisa Manker January 2, 1850. She died October 
4, 1871, mother of the following children: Sylvenius 
W., V. H., Luella B., deceased, Eugenia, Nevada E. 
and Lena. William G. Wright enlisted in the Thir- 
teenth Ohio Cavalry early in the Civil war, was 
wounded in the knee at Perryville, and for the rest 
of the war performed duties as a recruiting officer 
at Cincinnati. He then resumed farming, and on 
June 13, 1872, married Martha R. Judkins, daughter 
of Franklin and Caroline Judkins. The children 
born to that union were Birdie D., Lulellis, Mabel, 
Rosaline, Cleotus, Lillie A., Rhoda D. and Goldie, 
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four of whom died in infancy. In 1882 William G. 
Wright moved to Van Wert County, buying a 100- 
acre farm east of the county seat. He was a demo- 
crat in politics and in 1893 was elected trustee of his 
township. Besides being a practical farmer he gained 
a great reputation in early life as a hunter and 
killed many deer in Ohio and other states. For a 
number of years he conducted an apiary in connec- 
tion with his general farming. He was a member 
of the Masonic order and his wife was a Methodist. 

S. W. Wright spent part of his early life in Allen 
County, acquired an education in the district schools 
and the schools of Delphos, and for nine terms was a 
teacher, his work being done in seven different 
schools. 

November 5, 1872, Mr. Wright married Minerva 
Long, who was born in Marion Township April 9, 
1852, daughter of Jacob and Rebecca Long. Her 
father was a native of Clermont County, Ohio, and 
after his marriage settled in Allen County in 1850 
and lived out his active career in Marion Township. 
The Longs were active members of the Methodist 
Church. Mrs. Wright’s father was also a Civil 
war soldier. To Mr. and Mrs. Wright were born 
two children: Alvin Otto, born April 6, 1874, and 
died August 31, 1875, and Grace E., born December 
20, 1884. The daughter is the wife of Jesse A. 
Cochran and the mother of one child, Byron W., 
born July 9, 1908. Mrs. Wright died February 27, 
1921, and Mr. Wright passed away in the following 
month, March 7, 1921. 

Mr. Wright and his wife were members of the 
Methodist Church. He was affiliated with Delphos 
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, and 
Lima Lodge No. 54 of the Elks. Politically he 
was a staunch republican, and was elected on the 
republican ticket to the office of county commissioner 
for two terms, at a time when the county was nor- 
mally 1,600 democratic. 

Mr. Wright served for fourteen years as a director 
on the County Fair Board, was a director of the 
Allen County Children’s Home, a stockholder in 
the Equity Exchange at Delphos, and was always 
ready to respond to demands upon him for aid in 
civic and patriotic movements. As a farmer he gave 
much attention to stock breeding, and for twenty 
years was a breeder of Percheron horses, Polled 
Durham cattle and Poland China, Chester White and 
Duroc hogs. His fellow citizens gave him repeated 
proof of their confidence in his judgment and once 
he came within fourteen votes of being elected a 
member of the Legislature. 


Joun Orin Cupp. The farming interests of Allen 
County are in charge of efficient, capable men who 
have given to their labors that application of scien- 
tific effort which is bound to bring the best results. 
Years of observance of the most satisfactory meth- 
ods have brought the vocation of farming up to 
the standard of one of the sciences, and the constant 
improvement of farming machinery has accomplished 
wonders in making the harvesting of large crops a 
surety. Among the intelligent and practical farm- 
ers of Allen County, one who is taking advantage 
of modern conditions is John Orin Cupp, proprietor 
of Pleasant Plain Farm, situated in section 2, 
Monroe Township. 

Mr, Cupp was born in Monroe Township, Novem- 
ber 23, 1877, a son of Henry and Mary A. (Light) 
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Cupp, and a grandson of John and Anna (Miller) 
Cupp, natives of Rockingham County, Virginia. The 
grandparents came to Allen County in 1847, set- 
tling in Monroe Township, in which they lived until 
the death of John Cupp, after which his widow 
moved to American Township, where she passed 
away. Mr. Cupp was a democrat and served as a 
trustee of his township, and he and his wife were 
faithful members of the Dunkard Church. They 
had nine children, of whom four are living at this 
time: Susan, the widow of E. J. Cook, formerly a 
farmer of American Township; Henry, the father 
of John O.; Abraham, who is engaged in farming 
in Logan County; and Barbara, the wife of Henry 
Searfosse, of Beaver Dam, Ohio. 

Henry Cupp was born in Rockingham County, 
Virginia, February 25, 1843, and was but four years 
of age when brought by his parents to Allen County, 
where he secured his education in the country schools 
of Monroe Township. He resided on the home farm 
until he joined Company C, One Hundred and Fifty- 
First Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, for 100 
days of service during the Civil war, following the 
close of which service he spent one year in teach- 
ing the school which he had attended as a youth. 
He then resumed farming on the home place until 
his marriage, October 24, 1867, to Mary A. Light, 
who was born in Richland County, Ohio, December 
15, 1845, and came to Allen County with her parents 
when seventeen years of age. Following their mar- 
riage, Mr. and Mrs. Cupp settled on a farm of sixty 
acres in Monroe Township, and this formed the 
nucleus of their splendid property, which at this 
time consists of 240 acres in Monroe Township and 
160 acres in Logan County. Henry Cupp has served 
his township as assessor, and is a staunch supporter 
of the republican party. He belongs to Ogilvie Post, 
Grand Army of the Republic, and he and his wife 
are active workers in the Rockport Presbyterian 
Church, in which Mr. Cupp has been an elder for 
many years. There are seven children in the family: 
Lena A., the wife of D. R. Palmer; Cora B., the 
wife of Harry Maple; John Orin; Henry C.; Mary 
May; Lulu L., the wife of David W. Core; and 
Walter J., who is engaged in farming operations in 
Monroe Township. 

John O. Cupp was reared on the home place orig- 
inally owned by his grandfather and later by his 
father, and a part of which he himself now owns. 
He attended the public schools and the Lima Busi- 
ness College, and after his graduation from the latter 
returned to the home place, where he was engaged 
in farming for three years prior to his marriage. 
Mr. Cupp was married September 12, 1900, to Miss 
Lois L. Marshall, who was born December 12, 1878, 
in Monroe Township, a daughter of John R. and 
Ida (Boyer) Marshall, and a graduate of the public 
schools and the Lima College. Following their 
marriage Mr. and Mrs. Cupp settled on a rented 
farm, but at the end of one year purchased forty 
acres, and since then Mr. Cupp has added to this 
property until he now has 160 acres, forming one 
of. the most productive and valuable properties of 
its size in the county. 

Mr. Cupp is a general farmer, but specializes to 
some extent in the breeding of Shire horses and 
Shorthorn cattle, and is known as a good judge of 
stock. He has well merited the success that has been 
gained by him, as he has been an industrious worker, 
an honorable business man and a citizen who has 
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always been a supporter of worthy measures which 
promise to be of benefit to his native community. He 
belongs to the Board of Directors of the Exchange 


Bank at Columbus Grove, and is a member of the. 


local Board of School Directors. Politically he is 
a democrat. Mr. and Mrs. Cupp are consistent mem- 
bers of the Rockport Presbyterian Church, of which 
Mr. Cupp is a trustee and treasurer, and was for- 
merly a chorister and active worker in the Sunday 
school. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Cupp have come three children: 
Edwin M., born December 12, 1901, a graduate of 
the Columbus Grove High School and who is a stu- 
dent at Purdue University, Edith I., born May 28, 
1904, who is attending the Columbus Grove High 
School; and Mary Gertrude, born September 12, 
1905, also a student of that institution. 


Harvey S. Bowers. The agriculturist of today 
who. would truly succeed in his work must be a 
man of intelligence and education, carefully trained 
and specially skilled in the different departments of 
his calling. His is a vocation that will allow of no 
stand-still methods, for the calling is advancing 
steadily and its devotees are called upon to keep 
abreast of its advancements or fall back into the rut 
of mediocrity. Among the agriculturists of Allen 
County who are alert to their opportunities and who 
are thereby winning a full measure of prosperity, 
one who is progressively industrious is Harvey S 
Bowers, whose extensive operations are being car- 
ried on in Monroe Township. 

Mr. Bowers was born in this township February 
19, 1866, a son of Ephraim P. and Margaret (Reed) 
Bowers. Ephraim P. Bowers was born in Athens 
County, Ohio, February 3, 1834, and was just four 
years of age when brought, in February, 1838, to 
Allen ‘County by his parents, the family settling in 
Richland Township. There he grew to young man- 
hood and became a teacher in the rural schools, and 
while thus engaged met and married Miss Reed, who 
had been born in Mahoning County, Ohio, December 
31, 1828, and had come to Allen County to visit a 
sister. They were married in Mahoning County, 
where they rented the Bowers farm for several 
years, then buying 112 acres of land in section 14, 
Monroe Township. Later Mr. Bowers bought eighty 
acres more in the same township, and at his death 
was the owner of 192 acres. He was one of the 
substantial citizens of his community and a man 
universally respected and admired. He and _ his 
estimable wife were faithful members of the Presby- 
terian Church, in which he served as a member of 
the Board of Trustees and was a teacher in the Sun- 
day school for many years. In politics a democrat, 
he became one of the influential men in his part of 
Allen County, and at various times was called upon 
by his fellow citizens to serve in positions of public 
preferment, he acting on different occasions as the 
incumbent of the offices of township trustee, town- 
ship treasurer and clerk and member of the Board 
of School Directors. His entire career was one in 
which integrity was made his guiding principle. He 
and his wife became the parents of four children, 
namely: Alice, who died when eleven years of age; 
Harvey S., of this review; Mary E., an accomplished 
artist who completed her art training at schools at 
Findlay and Ada, and is now the wife of F. W. 
Collins of Findlay; and Ida J., a graduate of the 
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normal school at Ada and the Tri-State College at 
Angola, Indiana. 

Harvey S. Bowers was.reared on a farm and was 
given excellent educational advantages in his youth, 
attending the district schools and the Ada, Fayette 
and Wauseon normal schools. For five terms he 
taught in the public schools of Mahoning and Wil- 
liams counties, and then applied himself to farming 
on the property which he now operates in Monroe 
Township. He and his sisters are the owners of 249 
acres of valuable and productive land, on which 
there are spledid improvements. Mr. Bowers car- 
ries on general farming operations and also raises 
a good grade of all kinds of live stock. He and 
Mrs. Bowers hold membership in the Richland 
Grange, and she is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church. Mr. Bowers is a democrat, and while not 
a politician takes a good citizen’s interest in public 
affairs. He is a stockholder in the Beaver Dam 
Farmers Elevator, and has been a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Monroe Township. 


Apert E, Lucipityt. The live stock interests of 
Bluffton form an important part in the business life 
of the community, and some of the most aggressive 
men of Allen County are engaged in this line, 
thereby acquiring a comfortable income and increas- 
ing the commercial prestige of the city. One of these 
men is Albert E. Lugibill, junior member of the firm 
of Hall & Lugibill, stock buyers. Albert E. Lugi- 
bill was born in Richland Township, Allen County, 
January 26, 1869, a son of Emanuel P. and Elizabeth 
(Amstutz) Lugibill. Emanuel Lugibill was born in 
the same township as his son, and his father, John 
Lugibill, was brought to Allen County from Wayne 
County, Ohio, in a wagon by his parents about 
1835, they being among the very early settlers in 
Richland Township. John Lugibill later on secured 
a tract of land in the woods, cleared off enough 
of it to erect a log cabin, and in it lived for some 
years. He died on his farm, which comprised 152 
acres of land. He was a Mennonite, one of the first 
in Allen County. He and his wife had four chil- 
dren, namely: Christ, Emanuel, Barbara and a second 
daughter. 

Emanuel Lugibill was reared on the homestead and 
attended the district schools. When he married he 
left home and located on a farm, but subsequently 
retired from an agricultural life, moved to Bluff- 
ton, and there died. Brought up a Mennonite, he 
early joined the church of that faith, and was very 
active in religious work. In politics he was a demo- 
crat, but he never aspired to office. He and his wife 
had six children, four of whom are living, namely: 
Albert E., who was the eldest; Bertha, who is the 
wife of George W. Rupewright; Louise, who is the 
wife of William Bowers of Lima, Ohio; and Tillie, 
who is the wife of E. R. Stockhart. 

Until he was twenty-one years old Albert E. 
Lugibill made himself useful on the home farm, and 
at the same time acquired a district school educa- 
tion. He was then married to Anna Lichty of 
Berne, Indiana, who was born in Adams County, 
Indiana, March 21, 1870, and there educated. After 
they were married Mr. and Mrs, Lugibill settled at 
Bluffton, where he has since been engaged in han- 
dling live stock. He also owns 125 acres of land in 
Orange Township, Hancock County, Ohio, and has 
other interests. Mr. and Mrs. Lugibill have six 
children, namely: Waldo, who is a farmer of North 
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Dakota; Clarence, who is a resident of Detroit, 
Michigan; Estella, who was graduated from the 
Bluffton High School and Bluffton College, received 
the degree of Master of Arts from the latter insti- 
tution; Nellie, who was graduated from the Bluff- 
ton High School, took a year’s course at Bluffton 
College and is now employed by Marshall Field & 
Company, Chicago, Illinois; and Homer and Cath- 
erine, both of whom are at home. The entire family 
-belong to the Mennonite Church. In _ politics 
Mr. Lugibill is a democrat. He is one of the direc- 
tors of the Commercial & Savings Bank of Bluffton, 
the officials of which are as follows: N. W. Cun- 
ningham, president; Julius Wise, vice president; and 
I. B. Bleby, cashier, and the directors are: N. W. 
Cunningham, Julius Wise, I. B. Blesby, John R. Mar- 
shall, Jesse Montgomery, Noah Mosnee and Albert E. 
Lugibill. Mr. Lugibill is a stockholder in a stock 
commission company of Clelevand. Understanding 
the stock business because of his long connection with 
it, he has been able to form very desirable connec- 
tions, and has risen until he is doing extremely well 
in this line, as well as in the others in which he is 
interested. While he has not entered actively into 
the life of his community, he holds himself in readi- 
ness to respond promptly to any demand made upon 
him as a ciitzen, and has rendered valuable assist- 
ance in advancing the interests of Bluffton. 


NoaH Matter. Among the citizens of Richland 
Township who have lent strength of purpose and 
progressive ideas to the development of the farming 
interests of this community, one who has contrib- 
uted his full share of agricultural skill and public- 
spirited citizenship is Noah Matter, whose well- 
developed farm is located within the corporate limits 
of Bluffton. Mr. Matter was born two miles south 
of Bluffton July 5, 1864, a son of Christian and 
Regina (Stauffer) Matter. 

hristian Matter was born in Richland County, 
Ohio, and in young manhood came to Allen County, 
where he married Miss Stauffer, a native of Adams 
County, this state, following which they settled on a 
farm in the woods, two miles south of Bluffton. 
There they passed through the rigors and hardships 
of pioneer existence, clearing their fam, gradually 
developing it, rearing their family and eventually 
taking their places among the substantial and highly 
esteemed residents of their community. They were 
faithful and active members of the Reformed 
Church, and in politics Mr. Matter was a democrat. 
There were eleven children in the family: John, 
deceased; Samuel S. of Richland Township; Daniel 
of Orange Township, Hancock County, Ohio; Noah; 
Peter, residing on a part of the home farm; a child 
who died in infancy; T. A., a farmer in Allen 
County; Sarah, the wife of J. A. Walker of Lima; 
Anna E., the wife of Joseph Groman of Allen 
County; Arnold, who is deceased; and Catherine, 
the wife of Gideon P. Oberly of Allen County. 

Noah Matter acquired his education in the district 
schools and was reared to manhood on the home 
farm, where he was associated with his father 
until attaining his majority, at which time he began 
to réceive wages. He was married September 29, 
1892, to Caroline Kern, who was born in Allen 
County, daughter. of Abraham Kern, and started 
housekeeping on the farm on which they now reside, 
a tract of 120 acres, a part of which is included in 
the corporation of Bluffton. Mr. Matter has fol- 
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lowed general farming and stock raising, and his 
good management and industry have combined to 
give him well-merited success. Both agriculturally 
and in the matter of good citizenship he is held in 
confidence by those with whom he has come into 
association and contact. He is a stockholder in the 
Commercial Bank and Savings Company at Bluff- 
ton. A democrat in politics, he has never taken any 
active part in public affairs. He and his estimable 
wife are members of the Reformed Church, in the 
work of which he has been active. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Matter are the parents of three 
children: Marie, who is unmarried and resides with 
her parents on the home farm; Marvin, a graduate of 
the Bluffton High School, who is a veteran of the 
World war, having been at the front at the time 
of the signing of the armistice, following which he 
returned to his home and is now associated in 
farming operations with his father; and Rhoda, 
born in 1908, who is now attending the public schools. 


AsuHForp D. HALL, a buyer and shipper of live 
stock at Bluffton, is one of the successful business 
men of Allen County who is engaged in developing 
the natural resources of this region and increasing 
the agricultural supremacy of this county by afford- 
ing the producers a convenient market. Mr. Hall 
was born in Jackson Township, Allen County, 
November 17, 1860, a son of William J. and Eliza- 
beth J. (Watts) Hall. ; 

William J. Hall was born in Allen County, and 
his wife was a native of the same county. The 
paternal grandfather, Richard Hall, came to Allen 
County from Pickaway County, Ohio, and became a 
farmer of some prominence. Reared on his fath- 
er’s farm in Jackson Township, William J. Hall 
was married in that township, and he and his wife 
settled on a farm and lived on it until they moved 
to Bluffton after their retirement, and both died in 
this city, he at the age of eighty-one years, and she 
when seventy-five. They were members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, and very active in church 
and Sunday school work. In politics he was a 
democrat. They had seven children, six of whom 
survive, namely: Huldah, who is the widow of 
M. L. Boyd, lives in Jackson Township; Ashford 
D., who was second in order of birth; Electa, who is 
the wife of Wilson Hawk; Leanna Florence, who is 
the widow of David Bogart; Jasper, who is a resi- 
dent of Texas; and Burdette, who is operating the 
homestead. A daughter, Minnie, died at the age of 
one year. 

Ashford D. Hall was reared on the home farm and 
sent to the neighhorhood schools. He remained at 
home until his marriage, when he rented the home- 
stead and conducted it for three years. In 1880 he 
left the farm, moved to Bluffton, and for three years 
was engaged in the livery business, and then sold it, 
and began handling live stock. which undertaking 
has been developed to large proportions through his 
energy and knowledge of the market and the sources 
of supply. Reared a Methodist, Mr. Hall early 
united with that denomination and has been very 
active in the local church, serving as a member of 
its official board and otherwise rendering it a very 
commendable service. A democrat, he was on the 
School Board for twelve years, and is present clerk 
of the board. He is a stockholder of the Commercial 
& Savings Bank of Bluffton, and in the Cleveland 
Union Stock Yards at Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Mr. Hall was married to Miss Emma McKee, who 
was born in Richland Township and educated in the 
common schools of Allen County. Three children 
were born to them, as follows: Edgar C., who is a 
wholesale coal dealer of Toledo, Ohio, was grad- 
uated from the Bluffton High School in 1903, took 
an extra commercial course at Toledo, Ohio, and 
married Florence Huff of Toledo, Ohio; Edith M., 
who was graduated form the Bluffton High School, 
married Dr. Albert E. Bixler of Rawson, Ohio; and 
Harry M., who was graduated from the Bluffton 
High School and a commercial course in the Busi- 
ness College of Toledo, Ohio, is a veteran of the 
great war, having been in the Medical Supply Depart- 
ment at Camp Sherman, Chillicothe, Ohio. After 
his honorable discharge he engaged with the Elmer 
Miller Coal Company. Harry M. Hall was married 
to Miss Jean Hoyt of Toledo, Ohio. 


Grorce Matiers. Lima knows George Mallers as 
a very enterprising amusement house owner and 
manager, and as a young business man who has 
made surprisingly good use of his American oppor- 
tunities since he came to this country a decade ago. 

Mr. Mallers is of pure Greek stock, and his father 
and several other forebears lived in the community 
of Tripolis, where George was born. He is a son 
of Anthony and Vaseleki (Chakeres) Mallers. The 
family record includes a number of professional men, 
Mr. Mallers’ father died in. 1907 and his mother is 
still living in Greece. One of his brothers is in the 
Greek army and has seen much service in Turkey 
and elsewhere. 

Mr. Mallers completed four grades in the public 
schools and three grades in the high school in his 
native country. It was in 1910 that he started for 
America. On account of his youth he was kept at 
Ellis Island thirty-five days, and the authorities were 
on the point of refusing him permission to land, and 
planned to send him back to his native country. An 
uncle in Dayton was interested in his welfare, and 
it was through the intervention of the governor and 
presidential nominee, Mr. Cox, who wired to the im- 
migration authorities, that George Mallers was per- 
mitted to achieve his desire to become an American 
citizen, and joined his uncle at Dayton. He worked 
for his uncle in a restaurant for three years, and 
though he came to this country with only three dol- 
lars he made such good use of his thrifty character 
that he was able to buy a restaurant of his own. 
After a year he sold out at a double profit, and then 
removed to Springfield, Ohio, where he bought and 
conducted another restaurant for a year. He still 
owns a half interest in the Fountain Restaurant at 
Springfield. His next enterprise was the purchase 
with his uncle of the Hippodrome Theater, which 
he conducted for one year. Coming from Springfield 
to Lima, Mr. Mallers on February 1, 1919, bought the 
Star Theater on the Public Square, and after com- 
pletely remodeling and refurnishing it opened it 
under the present name of the Rialto. He is still 
proprietor of the Rialto and is also a half owner of 
the Lyric Theater, and owner of the Royal and 
Dreamland Theaters. ‘ 

Mr. Mallers is still unmarried. Since coming to this 
country he has regularly remitted sums of money to 
his mother in Greece and has also helped support 
his brothers and sisters there. He brought one 
younger brother, Nicholas, to this country and has 
assisted him to acquire an American education. 
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N. W. CuNNINGHAM, president of the Commercial 
Bank & Savings Company at Bluffton, is a native 
of Allen County, and during his active career has 
become well known in journalism, politics and 
business. 

He was born at Lima February 24, 1856, youngest 
child of James and Martha Cunningham, pioneer 
settlers of the county. He secured his early educa- 
tion at the “old red brick,” the site of which is now 


‘covered by the Lima High School Building. He 


attended school only to the age of thirteen. The 
summer he was thirteen he worked for John Carlysle 
at his brickyard on what is now South Pine street, 
Lima, and the next summer worked as a farm hand 
for Russel Ballard in Perry Township. 

Subsequent experiences, while affording him a liv- 
ing, also presented the equivalent of a higher edu- 
cation. When he was fourteen he entered the office 
of the Allen County Democrat, owned by D. S. 
Fisher, and served with that paper an apprenticeship 
of five years. When he was nineteen he removed to 
Bluffton and started the Bluffton News, and his name 
was associated with the editorial and business man- 
agement of that Allen County journal for sixteen 
years. In 1893 Mr. Cunningham entered the banking 
business, taking a half interest in the Commercial 
Bank with Frank Scott and forming the firm oi 
Scott & Cunningham. Their private bank was con- 
verted into the Commercial Bank & Savings Com- 
pany, a state bank, of which Mr. Cunningham is 
still the active president. This bank has a capital 
and surplus of $85,000, with total footing of over 
$1,000,000, and under the old and new organization 
it has had a consecutive record of more than thirty 
years, having been established in 1887. 

Mr. Cunningham has had a rather successful 
business career, as the above facts indicate. He was 
at one time democratic candidate for Congress, and 
has been otherwise active in his party. He is now 
president of the Elida Pioneer Society, and takes a 
great interest in the early history of the county. 


WititrAmM O. Wattace. In every community of 
Allen County there are found men who have risen 
above their fellows in business and agricultural life, 
not because of superior advantages, but because their 
natural abilities and mental endowments created 
opportunities of which they have taken advantage. 
In a section like this, where good and reliable men 
are easily found, he is indeed worthy of considera- 
tion who has been given preferment over his fel- 
lows. In this connection mention is made of William 
O. Wallace, a veteran of the Civil war and a highly 
respected farmer living three and one-half miles 
southeast of Columbus Grove, in Monroe Township. 

Mr. Wallace was born in Northumberland County, 
Pennsylvania, September 9, 1838, a-son of John and 
Rebecca (Poyer) Wallace, natives of Pennsylvania. 
He is descended from ancestors who were natives of 
France, from which country, because of religious 
persecution, they came to America and settled on 
the Hudson River in New York. The branch of 
the family to which he belongs later went to North 
Carolina, whence members moved on to Pennsyl- 
vania. John and Rebecca Wallace resided in the 
Keystone State until 1846, in which year they came 
to Allen County and settled in Bath Township, subse- 
quently moving to Monroe Township, where they 
passed the remainder of long, useful and honorable 
lives in the pursuits of agriculture. They were faith- 
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ful and stalwart members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in which Mr. Wallace was an exhorter for 
many years. In politics he was a democrat. He and 
his wife had four children, of whom two are living: 
William O. and Harriet, the widow of Jacob Hall 
of Monroe Township. 

William O. Wallace was eight years of age when 
he was brought to Allen County, and his education 


was acquired in the district schools of Monroe Town-. 


ship, where he assisted his father in the clearing and 
cultivation of his farms. In 1861 he was united in 
marriage with Miss Lavina Beemer, and at that 
time rented a farm in Monroe Township, on which 
he continued operations until he enlisted in 1864 in 
Company C, One Hundred and Ninety-Second Regi- 
ment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, an organization with 
which he fought bravely until the close of the Civil 
war. Returning to Monroe Township, he resumed 
farming as a renter and that continued to be his 
status until 1874, when he purchased land where he 
now resides. He has been successful in his farming 
operations and is the owner of a valuable property on 
which there are to be found improvements of the 
most modern character. Throughout his career he 
has borne the reputation of being a man of the 
soundest integrity and a citizen of publi¢ spirit and 
constructive ideas. He is a member of Ogilvie Post, 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Columbus Grove, 
and a republican in politics. He has several impor- 
tant business connections, and is a stockholder in the 
Columbus Grove Mutual Telephone Company. 

Mrs. Wallace died in 1911, leaving four children: 
Clara T., the wife of J. L. Turner of Columbus 
Grove; Mary, the wife of J. H. Hooper, of Lima; 
James M. and W. H. Wallace. James M. Wallace 
was educated in the public schools of Monroe Town- 
ship and has passed his entire career in farming on 
the home property. He is accounted one of the 
progressive agriculturists of this region, and has 
been active in politics, having been a member of the 
Monroe Township Republican Executive Committee, 
and for five years a member of the Board of Elec- 
tions, appointed by the secretary of state. Frater- 
nally he is affiliated with Columbus Grove Lodge 
No. 376, Knights of Pythias, in which he has numer- 
Dus warm and appreciative friends. 


Enocu P. BAsINcER. Prominent among the agri- 
culturists of Richland Township whose industrious 
and capable efforts have contributed to the develop- 
ment and advancement of this productive section of 
Allen County is Enoch P. Basinger, whose well- 
cultivated farm is located two miles north of Bluff- 
ton. Mr. Basinger was born in Riley Township, 
Putnam County, Ohio, November 13, 1868, a son of 
P. C. and Mary C. (Sutter) Basinger, natives of the 
same township and county, the father born May 18, 
1842, and the mother October 31, 1847. 

The parents attended the public schools of Putnam 
County, where they grew up amid agricultural sur- 
roundings, and were married December 18, 1867, 
following which they settled on a tract of undevel- 
oped land in the woods of Riley Township. 
Mr. Basinger applied himself industriously to the 
clearing and cultivation of this property, which he 
developed into a good farm and on which he made 
his home until 1891. In that year he retired from 
active pursuits, and since then, having sold his prop- 
erty, has lived in a modest home at Pandora. He 
is independent in politics, in which he has never 


HISTORY OF ALLEN COUNTY. 


cared to take an active part, and he and his worthy 
wife are consistent members of the Mennonite 
Church. They have been the parents of nine chil- 
dren: Enoch P.; Martha, who died as the wife of 
William Baumgartner, leaving two children; Anna, 
the wife of John A. Shcneck, with four children; 
Dinah, who married A. F. Sumner and had twelve 
children; Sarah, a graduate nurse with headquar- 
ters at Chicago; Mary, the wife of M. Edwards of 
Laporte, Indiana; Doctor Adam, a graduate of the 
Cincinnati Medical College and now a practicing 
physician at Blanchester, Ohio; and two children 
who died in infancy. 

Enoch P. Basinger secured his education in the 
public schools of Riley Township, Putnam County, 
and was associated with his father in the work of 
the home farm until he reached his majority, at 
which time he began to receive a salary of $100 per 
year. This continued to be his status until he was 
thirty years of age, after which he bettered his con- 
dition to some extent, and in the meantime carefully 
saved what he could of his earnings. Mr. Basinger 
was married February 26, 1905 to Miss Sarah A. 
Reichenbach, the daughter of a neighboring farmer 
in Putnam County, after which he continued to carry 
on his work on the home farm until he was forty 
years of age. In 1908 he purchased eighty acres of 
land in the northeastern corner of Allen County, 
this being unimproved land, on which he has wrought 
a great transformation since becoming its owner. 
He has brought it all under cultivation and has 
erected substantial buildings, in addition to which 
he has installed other improvements, with the result 
that he is now the owner of a valuable and attractive 
property. 

Mr. and Mrs. Basinger are the parents of two 
children: Gail L., born January 11, 1908; and Nelson 
H., born August 10, 1911, who are attending school. 
Mr. and Mrs. Basinger are members of the Men- 
nonite Church. In politics Mr. Basinger is an inde- 
pendent voter. 


HerBert B. MarsHatr. Industry, perseverance, 
intelligence and good judgment constitute the price 
of success in agriculture in these modern days of 
farming and stock raising, when the hard, unremit- 
ting work of former years has given way largely to 
the scientific use of modern machinery and a knowl- 
edge of the proper treatment of the soil. Allen 
County has many skilled farmers who treat their 
vocation more as a profession than a mere occupa- 
tion, and take a justifiable pride in their accom- 
plishments, and among these may be mentioned 
Herbert B. Marshall, a young and successful agricul- 
turist of Richland Township. Mr. Marshall was 
born in Monroe Township, Allen County, April 20, 
1893, and is a son of John R. and Ida (Boyer) 
Marshall. 

John R. Marshall was born in Mahoning County, 
Ohio, February 22, 1851, a son of Cyrus and Mary 
(Reed) Marshall, the former born in Lawrence 
County, Pennsylvania, June 22, 1826, and the latter 
near Poland, Mahoning County, Ohio, December 
24, 1826. They were married in the year 1850 
and in the fall of 1851 came through to Allen 
County, Ohio, in a wagon, where James Maishall, 
the father of Cyrus, had previously entered about 
1,000 acres of land. Cyrus Marshall and his four 
brothers came to this land, on which they carried 
on operations throughout the remainder of their 
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lives. Cyrus Marshall improved his property, devel- 
oped a productive farm and became a substantial 
agriculturist, and when he died, in 1891, his com- 
munity lost one of its strong and reliable citizens. 
Having been a school teacher in his youth, as was 
his worthy wife, he always took an intense interest 
in educational affairs and for a number of years 
served as a member of the Board of School Direc- 
tors in his community. He and his wife were charter 
members of the Rockport Presbyterian Church, in 
which he was a member of the Board of Trustees. 
In politics he was a republican. Mrs. Marshall sur- 
vived him until 1911. They were the parents of 
four children: John R.; Albert H. of Richland 
Township; Harvey, who died in infancy; and Alice, 
who died when four and one-half years of age. 

John R. Marshall received his educational training 
in the district school and spent three terms at Ada. 
Following this for six winter terms he taught 
school, the summer months being passed in farm- 
ing. Mr. Marshall was married December 24, 1876, 
to Miss Ida I. Boyer, who was born in Allen 
County, Ohio, August 4, 1854, a daughter of Daniel 
and Elizabeth Boyer. Mrs. Marshall had been reared 
on a farm in Monroe Township, Allen County, and 
she and her husband started housekeeping in sec- 
tion 18, Richland Township, where they lived until 
1885 or 1886. At that time they moved to section 
13, Monroe Township, where Mrs. Marshall died in 
1918, leaving the following children: Earl, who died 
at the age of eighteen years; Lois, the wife of J. O. 
Cupp of Monroe Township; Mary, the wife of J. C. 
Begg of that township; Elnora, who is unmarried 
and resides with her father; J. Harold, living on the 
old home place, who married Blake Lemley; and 
Herbert B. The parents of these children were 
faithful members of the Presbyterian Church, in 
which Mr. Marshall has been an elder for more 
than forty years. He is a republican in politics and 
at various times has been called upon to fill public 
offices within the gift of his fellow citizens, having 
served his community capably and conscientiously as 
a member of the Board of Township Trustees and of 
the School Board. He has been successful in a 
material way, and at this time is the owner of 333 
acres of good, valuable and productive farming land 
in the townships of Richland and Monroe. He is 
likewise one of the directors of the Commercial 
Bank and Savings Company at Bluffton, vice presi- 
dent of the Allen County Farmers’ Bureau and a 
large feeder and breeder of live stock. 

Herbert B. Marshall was reared on the old home 
place in Monroe Township and received good edu- 
cational advantages in his youth, first attending the 
district schools, later graduating from the Bluffton 
High School with the class of 1912, and, after two 
years of farming, entered the College of Agriculture 
at the Ohio State University, from which he was 
duly graduated with the class of 1917, when he 
received the degree of Bachelor of Scientific Agri- 
culture. Mr. Marshall then returned to the home 
farm, but July 27, 1918, his career was interrupted 
when he went to Camp Jackson, South Carolina, to 
begin training for service in the World war. He 
became a sergeant of heavy artillery and was out 
six months, but the signing of the armistice termi- 
nated his service. On his return to his home he 
again took up farming, in which he has been engaged 
ever since with much success. Mr. Marshall is a 
republican, is a member of Bluffton Lodge, Free and 
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Accepted Masons, belongs to the college fraternity 
of Alpha Zeta, and, with Mrs. Marshall, attends 
the Presbyterian Church. 

He was married February 22, 1918, to Miss Hazel 
Augsberger, who after her graduation from the 
Bluffton High School, class of 1914, was employed 
for three years as a teacher in the public schools. 
She is a daughter of W. C. and Belle (Lewis) 
Augsberger. Mr. and Mrs. Marshall are the parents 
of one son, Herbert B., Jr., born August 22, 1919. 


James Harrison Dupceon, who did a thriving 
business as a general merchant in Perry Township 
and was well known in different sections of Allen 
County and in other portions of northwestern Ohio, 
where he had been a farmer, business man and active 
citizen for a long period of years, was killed by a 
train December 16, 1920. 

He was born in Union Township of Auglaize 
County in April, 1848, son of Thomas and Lucinda 
(Fausset) Dudgeon. His parents were natives of 
Knox County, Ohio, but after their marriage settled 
ona farm in Auglaize County. The father died soon 
after the birth of James H., and his widow was 
afterward twice married. James H. Dudgeon had 
few opportunities to attend school. At the age of 
fourteen he was earning his own living and doing 
for himself, although he lived with his mother until 
he was twenty. : 

In 1870, after his marriage, he remained at the old 
farm of his father for two years, and then went out 
to Wapello County, Iowa, and bought forty acres 
of prairie land. After farming it for four years he 
returned to Auglaize County, continuing farming 
there, and in 1890 moved to Allen County. For one 
year he worked out for others in Auglaize Town- 
ship, and then lived on rented land in Perry Town- 
ship for six years. Leaving the farm, Mr. Dudgeon 
bought some property at Lake View in Logan 
County and for eleven years conducated a feed and 
livery business and hotel in that town. He then 
returned to Perry Township and farmed a year, for 
two years was in the restaurant business at Vene- 
docia, in Van Wert County, and then started a gen- 
eral mercantile store near there. After two years 
he returned to Allen County, was a merchant for 
a year, and in the fall of 1909 moved to Westmin- 
ster Station, where he bought about two acres of 
land, built a store building, and did a very prosper- 
ous business as a general merchant and dealer in 
coal, oil and other supplies. While living at Lake 
View Mr. Dudgeon served as a member of the vil- 
lage council. He was a democrat in politics. 

April 10, 1870, Mr. Dudgeon married Sarah Blaine, 
who was born in Auglaize County, daughter of John 
and Barbara Blaine. She was his wife and com- 
panion for twenty years, until her death in 1890, and 
she was the mother of the following children: Wil- 
liam of Ashtabula County, Ohio; Samuel, who lives 
in Canada; Emma Viola, Mrs. Bert Higbee of 
Auglaize County; Roy and Lewis, both of Auglaize 
Township; Blanch, deceased; Ona, Mrs. Otto Cook 
of Lima; and Bessie, widow of Charles Harrod of 
Lima. In the spring of 1895 Mr. Dudgeon married 
Ann Elizabeth Douglas, a native of Auglaize County, 
and Edna, Mrs. Frank Pierce of Kenton, Ohio, is 
the daughter of his second wife. Mrs. Dudgeon 
died in 1900. In 1902 he married Mrs. Sarah Alice 
Lamb, a widow. 


294 


PeTeR Matter. An instance of substantial citizen- 
ship and agricultural progressiveness is found in the 
career of Peter Matter, one of the industrious farm- 
ers of Allen County, whose well-cuitivated acres are 
located two miles south of Bluffton in Richland 
Township. Mr. Matter has spent his entire career 
in this locality, having been born on his father’s 
farm, near where he now makes his home, January 
19, 1866, a son of Christian and Regina (Stauffer) 
Matter. 

Christian Matter was born in 1840 in Richland 
County, Ohio, and with his parents came to Allen 
County and settled in Richland Townshin, where he 
married Miss Stauffer, a native of Adams County, 
who had also accompanied her parents hither. They 
first settled four miles south of Bluffton, where 
they passed through the experiences of life in a new 
country, then moving to Hardin County, Ohio, for a 
time, and finally returning to Allen County and locat- 
ing on the farm where their sons Peter and Henry 
Matter now live. There they hewed a home from 
the wilderness and passed the remaining years of their 
lives in agricultural pursuits. They were people who 
were highly esteemed in their community and were 
members of the Reformed Church, while Mr. Matter 
was a democrat in politics. They were the parents 
of twelve children: John, who is deceased; Samuel 
S. of near Bluffton, Richland Township; Daniel of 
Orange Township, Hancock County; Noah, engaged 
in-farming near Bluffton; Peter and Henry of Rich- 
land Township; one child who died in infancy; 
Theophilus, a farmer of Perry Township, Allen 
County; Sarah, the wife of J. A. Walker of Lima; 
Anna E., the wife of Joseph Gromann of Allen 
County; Arnold, who is deceased; and Catherine, 
the wife of Gideon Oberly of Allen County. 

Peter Matter was reared on the home farm where 
he now lives and secured his education in the dis- 
trict schools of Richland Township, remaining as his 
father’s assistant until he reached the age of twenty- 
one years. For the three years that followed the 
attainment of his majority he was hired by his 
father at a yearly wage, after which he worked 
around at different places in the community until his 
marriage in 1900, to Sarah Badertscher, who was 
born in Richland Township May 30, 1873, a daughter 
of Mathias and Lydia (Augsberger) Badertscher, 
both parents being deceased. Five children have 
blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs. Matter: Richard 
R., born April 8, 1901; Mabel M., born September 6, 
1902, a graduate of the Bluffton High School; Lil- 
lian M., born March 8, 1905, attending that school; 
and Carrie L., born March 26, 1907, and Earl L., 
born February 12, 1911, who are attending the 
graded schools. 

Following his marriage Mr. Matter settled on his 
present farm in Richland Township, where he now 
has 100 acres of valuable and highly improved land. 
In addition to being a general farmer he devotes his 
attention to the business of stock raising and has 
all kinds of high grade stock, especially Spotted 
Poland China hogs and Shorthorn cattle, his herd 
of cattle being headed by “Autumn Lad.” Mr. Mat- 
ter is a stockholder in the Bluffton Milling Company 
and is highly thought of in business circles of 
Bluffton and elsewhere, where he has numerous 
friends. In politics he is a democrat, and his relig- 
ious affiliation is with the Reformed Church, in which 
he has served on various occasions as elder, deacon 
and trustee. 
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Hiram S. Locuer, vice president of the Citizens 
National Bank of Bluffton, and one of the leading 
men of this part of Allen County, has fairly earned 
the prominence he now enjoys through his own 
efforts, and is in every way worthy of the confidence 
of his fellow citizens. He was born in Putnam 
County, Ohio, October 20, 1872, a son of Christ and 
Fannie (Lugibill) Locher. Christ Locher was born 
in the Canton of Berne, Switzerland, and his wife 
was born in Putnam County, Ohio. When he was ten 
years old Christ Locher was brought to the United 
States by his parents, who located in Putnam County, 
Ohio, and there he was reared and educated, attend- 
ing the district schools of his neighborhood. After 
his marriage Christ Locher settled down on a farm 
and was occupied with conducting it for many years, 
but finally retired and the last ten years of his life 
were spent in Bluffton, and he became one of the 
directors of the Commercial & Savings Bank after 
leaving the farm. Both he and his wife belonged to 
the Mennonite Church. In politics he was a demo- 
crat, and he was a township trustee and member of 
the School Board for some years. Nine children 
were born to him and his wife, as follows: Gideon, 
who is postmaster of Bluffton; Hiram S., whose 
name heads this review; Ephraim, who is superin- 
tendent for the Standard Oil Company at Roumania, 
Europe; Eli, a farmer of Richland Township, Allen 
County; Mary, who is the widow of Samuel Diller; 
Cyrus, who is an attorney of Cleveland, Ohio; Sam- 
uel, who is a farmer of Putnam County, Ohio; 
Christ, who is a farmer of Putnam County, Ohio; 
and Milton, who is an attorney of Cleveland, Ohio. 

Hiram S. Locher was reared on his father’s farm 
and attended the schools of his neighborhood and 
Findlay College. For eight years after completing 
his educational training he was engaged in teach- 
ing school, and then went into business, handling 
clothing and shoes at Bluffton, and was so occupied 
for twenty years, when, in October, 1919, he dis- 
posed of his store to A. L. Baumgartner. He owns 
155 acres of land located two miles north of Bluffton 
and his residence at 226 South Main street. At the 
time the Citizens National Bank was organized 
Mr. Locher was elected its vice president, and he 
still holds that responsible office, his connection with 
the bank giving it added solidity. 

On November 1, 1903, he was united in marriage 
with Mary A. Green, who was born in Hancock 
County, Ohio, in June, 1883. Mrs. Locher attended. 
the common and high schools of Blufften, and after 
graduating from the latter she became a student of 
Northwestern University at Evanston, Illinois. 
Three children were born to Mr. Locher and his 
wife, namely: Anna R., on April 16, 1906; and 
Oliver and Olive, twins, on February 16, 1909. 
Mrs. Locher died June 20, 1918, firm in the faith of 
the Mennonite Church, to which Mr. Locher also 
belongs. In politics he is a democrat, but aside 
from casting his vote for the candidates of his 
party does not take much part in public matters. 

Gideon Locher, a brother of Hiram S. Locher, 
and postmaster of Bluffton, is another worthy repre- 
sentative of the Locher family at Bluffton. He was 
born in Putnam County, Ohio, June 16, 1868. He 
grew up on the homestead, attended the district 
schools and remained at home until he attained to 
his majority. His first business venture was operat- 
ing a threshing outfit, and he continued in this line 
for four years, and then, coming to Bluffton, estab- 
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lished himself in a grain and wool business, and 
successfully caried it on for about ten years. His 
attention was then called to handling horses, and 
for a number of years he was profitably engaged in 
buying and selling horses. A prominent democrat, 
he received a reward for party services by being 
appointed in 1916 postmaster of Bluffton, which 
office he is still holding. 

On September 5, 1897, Gideon Locher was married 
to Grace Russell, who was born at Bluffton July 12, 
1876. She is assistant postmistress. Mr. and Mrs. 
Locher have no children. Mr. Locher is a Mennonite 
and his wife belongs to the Disciples Church. Since 
he has been postmaster Mr. Locher had secured city 
delivery for Bluffton, added thirty families to the 
city, and secured permission to dispatch mail over 
the Ohio Electric Railroad. It was he who selected 
the site for the new postoffice, and in every way has 
been a very efficient postmaster, and his reappoint- 
ment June 4, 1920, met with almost universal 
approval. 

Cyrus Locher, another brother, is one of the emi- 
nent lawyers of the City of Cleveland, Ohio. He 
attended the law department of the University of 
Ohio, from which he was graduated, and entered 
upon a general practice at Cleveland. For two termx 
he has served as county prosecutor. 

Milton Locher, still another brother, is also a 
lawyer of Cleveland, Ohio. He was graduated from 
the Wesleyan University at Delaware, Ohio, and in 
law from the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, and then went to Cleveland and since then 
has been a practicing attorney of that city. 


Henry Cupp. The annals of Allen County show 
many records of the lives of farmers who are round- 
ing out the duties connected with agricultural pur- 
suits, and who have amassed considerable fortunes 
gathered from the fertile soil of this part of Ohio. 
One who has met with remarkable and well-deserved 
success along these lines is Henry Cupp, an honored 
veteran of the Civil war, whose home farm of 240 
acres is located in Monroe Township, three miles 
southeast of Columbus Grove, in addition to which 
he is the owner of 160 acres of land in Logan 
County. ; 

Mr. Cupp was born in Rockingham County, Vir- 
ginia, February 25, 1843, a son of John and Anna 
(Miller) Cupp, natives of the same county. The 
parents were reared, educated and married in Rock- 
ingham County, where they received their education 
under private teachers of the day, and in 1847 came 
to Allen County, Ohio, and located on a farm in 
Monroe Township, on which they carried on agricul- 
tural operations until the death of Mr. Cupp, fol- 
lowing which his widow removed to American 
Township, where she passed away. Mr. Cupp was 
a democrat, and a leading and influential citizen of 
Monroe Township, which he represented as a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees. He and his worthy 
wife were members of the Dunkard Church, in the 
work of which they were active, and were the par- 
ents of nine children, of whom four are living at 
this time: Susan, the widow of E. J. Cook, formerly 
a farmer of American Township; Henry, of this 
notice; Abraham, who is engaged in farming in 
Logan County; and Barbara, the wife of Henry 
Searfosse of Beaver Dam, Ohio. 

Henry Cupp was but four years of age when 
brought by his parents to Allen County, where he 
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acquired his educational training in the public 
schools of Monroe Township, and until twenty-one 
years of age acted as his father’s associate in farm- 
ing on the home place. During the war between the 
North and the South he enlisted in Company C, 
One Hundred and Fifty-First Regiment, Ohio Vol- 
unteer Infantry, with which he was identified 100 
days, and from which he secured his honorable dis- 
charge. In September, 1864, he returned to Monroe 
Township and taught one term in the school which 
he had attended in his boyhood, and then resumed 
his operations on the home place with his father. 

Mr. Cupp was married October 24, 1867, to Miss 
Mary A. Light, who was born in Richland County, 
Ohio, December 15, 1845, and came to Allen County 
with her parents as a maiden of seventeen years. 
Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Cupp set- 
tled on a farm of sixty acres in Monroe Township, 
and this formed the nucleus for their present splen- 
did property, which, as before noted, consists of 240 
acres in the home farm in Monroe Township and 160 
acres in Logan County. Mr. Cupp is essentially a 
self-made man, as all that he owns has been secured 
through his own efforts, the only outside assistance 
which he received having been an inheritance of 
$2,500. He has been industrious, painstaking and 
persevering, and has directed the management of his 
interests in a practical and intelligent manner. He 
early won the respect and esteem of those with whom 
he came into contact, and his reputation for integ- 
rity and fair dealing has been maintained through- 
out his career. Mr. Cupp has served his community 
in the capacity of township assessor for one year and 
has been an advocate of progressive measures where 
they have applied to the welfare of his community. 
He and his estimable wife are consistent members of 
the Rockport Presbyterian Church, in which Mr. Cupp 
has been one of the elders for many years, a liberal 
supporter of its movements and very active in church 
and Sunday school work. In politics he is a staunch 
republican. He belongs to Ogilvie Post No. 64, 
Grand Army of the Republic. 

Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Cupp: Lena A., the wife of D. R. Palmer; Cora B., 
the wife of Harry Maple; John O., who is engaged 
in farming operations in Monroe Township; Henry 
C. and Mary May, who reside with their parents; 
Lulu L., the wife of David W. Core; and Walter J., 
who is engaged in farming in Monroe Township. 


Gerorce L. Sniper has lived to fourscore years, . 


and these long years have been accompanied by 
substantial achievement. As a resident of Allen 
County for half a century he is widely known and 
esteemed. : 

Mr. Snider though retired from the burdens of 
agriculture is still living in his home in Perry Town- 
ship, on rural route No. 5 out of Lima. He was 
born in Perry County, Ohio, May 9, 1840, son of 
George N. and Rhoda (Schofield) Snider. Daniel 
Snider, his grandfather, moved his family out of 
Pennsylvania with wagon and team and settled in 
Perry County, Ohio, in 1805. George N. Snider 
was born in Bedford County, Pennsylvania, in 1800, 
and grew up in the pioneer section of Perry County. 
His wife was born in Maryland, and her parents, 
Elijah and Mrs, (Farmer) Schofield, natives of that 
state, also came across country at an early date to 
Perry County. George N. Snider after his marriage 
settled on a farm in Perry County, but in 1875 sold 
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out and joined some of his children in Allen County. 
George L. Snider was the youngest of ten children 
and is the only survivor. : 

He acquired his education in the common schools 
of Perry County and on February 8, 1862, at the 
age of twenty-two married Delila Roberts. She was 
born in Muskingum County, Ohio, a daughter of 
John and Catherine (Horn) Roberts. Her parents 
were natives either of Maryland or of Virginia. 
After his marriage Mr. Snider lived with his father 
about three years, then moved to the farm of his 
wife’s father, and four years later sold forty acres 
he owned in that section of Ohio and moved to 
Allen County. His first home in this county was in 
Jackson Township, where he bought 100 acres, partly 
improved. He had most of the land in cultivation 
before he sold the farm to his father. He then 
bought 100 acres in Auglaize Township and as his 
prosperity justified he added more land until at one 
time he had 212 acres. Subsequently he sold out por- 
tions of this, and in August, 1920, he sold the remain- 
der, 120 acres, and thus relieved of the cares and 
responsibilities of property management, he lives 
with his son George in Perry Township. He is an 
active member and deacon of the Church of the 
Brethren and a republican voter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Snider had a large family of chil- 
dren: Amanda, Mrs. Monroe Thayer, of Lima; Solo- 
mon, who died in February, 1920, leaving a widow in 
Jackson Township; Mary, deceased; Rhoda, Mrs. 
Isaac Mowrey, of Jackson Township; George A., 
of Perry Township; Della, Mrs. Solomon Lehmer, 
of Los Angeles, California; Malinda, Mrs. Ira Buck, 
of Franklin Grove, Illinois; Jesse, who lives in 
California; Elizabeth, Mrs. Robert Clark, of Mount 
Morris, Illinois; and Whitney, who was the eighth 
in order of birth, died at the age of sixteen years. 


Joun M. Decker. One of the dependable men of 
Spencerville, who has built up a large and flourish- 
ing business of his own as a cement contractor, is 
John M. Decker, well known over Allen County. 
He manufactures all of his own work and cement 
building material, and is recognized as one of the 
leaders in his line. Mr. Decker was born in Logan 
Township, Auglaize County, on July 20, 1867, a son 
of Isaac and Margaret (Richardson) Decker, the 
latter a daughter of Rev. Daniel Richardson, a min- 
ister of the Christian Church. She was born in 
Logan Township, Auglaize County, Ohio, and he 
was born in Pennsylvania in 1834, but came to 
Auglaize County at an early day and continued to 
live there until his death in 1895. She survives him 
and makes her home at Lima, Ohio. Both belonged 
to the Christian Church. In his political belief Isaac 
Decker was independent. He and his wife had the 
following children: Elnora, who married William 
Berryman of California; Viora, who is the wife of 
Charles Fletcher of Lima, Ohio; Victoria, who is the 
wife of Frank M. Harvey of Spencerville, Ohio; and 
John M., who was the youngest. 

Growing up on the homestead, John M. Decker 
remained at home until he was twenty-three years 
old, and in the meanwhile attended the local schools. 
He was married to Naomi Rider, who was born in 
Allen County, Ohio, in April, 1874, a daughter of 
Henry Rider. Her mother’s maiden name was Anna 
Fryer. Mrs. Decker attended the public schools of 
her native county. Mr. and Mrs. Decker became 
the parents of the following children: Lethea A., who 
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was born July 30, 1891, married Samue! Rhorbach of 
Spencerville; Oches, who was born on March 9, 
1893, married Leroy Reed; Harold, the child artist, 
who married Hazel Crumrine, was born March 5, 
1896: and Edna N., who was born February 3, 1914, 
is attending the public schools. ; 

Realizing the opening offered by the increased 
use of cement, Mr. Decker went into this line of 
business and is doing a large amount of contract 
work, for he is recognized as a leader in his line in 
the county. Both he and his wife belong to the 
Reformed Church. He is a member of Deep Cut 
Lodge No. 311, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
of which he is a past grand, and his wife is a mem- 
ber of the Rebekahs, in which she is a past grand 
and present secretary. She also belongs to the 
Maccabees, and is serving that organization as col- 
lector. Mr. and Mrs. Decker are very popular and 
are not only held in the highest esteem by their fel- 
low lodge members, but also by the community at 
large. 


SAMUEL B. Earty. As far back as there are any 
records of the human race agriculture has been the 
basic industry, and with the development of civiliza- 
tion nothing has been brought to light to change 
this, for upon the tilling of the soil and the raising 
of stock depend the very life of the people. There- 
fore from the beginning of the world until the 
present the farmer has occupied a very important 
position in the life of his community, and this is 
specially true in those localities where the soil is 
fertile, the water courses abundant, and conditions 
are in every way favorable for this industry. Such 
conditions do prevail in Allen County, and therefore 
many of the most representative men are devoting 
themselves to agricultural activities, among them 
being Samuel B. Early, who owns 198 acres of valu- 
able iand in American Township, and eighty acres 
in Bath Township. 

Samuel B. Early was born in Sugar Creek Town- 
ship, Allen County, Ohio, April 15, 1848, a son of 
Jacob and Mary (Simmons) Early. Jacob Early 
came to Allen County in 1839 from the Shenandoah 
Valley in Rockingham County, Virginia, bringing 
with him his two small children, Noah and Isaac, 
and making the trip with horses and wagon. He 
located in Sugar Creek Township, where he bought 
160 acres of land in the woods, and this he cleared 
himself. Later he bought eighty acres more, his 
first purchase being made from a Mr. Gander, and 
the last one from a Mr. Pretty. Other children 
were born to him and his wife, they having nine in 
all, seven sons and two daughters, and of them all 
Samuel B. Early was the seventh in order of birth. 
Jacob Early died in 1903 at the age of about eighty- 
eight years, his wife having passed away in 1868, 
aged sixty-eight years. 

Like the majority of the farmers’ sons in his 
neighborhood Samuel B. Early was sent to the dis- 
trict schools in the winter months, and in the sum- 
mer ones helped in the farm work. When he reached 
his majority he began working for other farmers, 
and going to Illinois spent a year in Menard County. 
Returning to the homestead, he remained on it, buy- 
ing 160 acres of it at the time of his marriage, aud 
since then has added to this property. He has since 
been engaged in operating his farm and has one of 
the most valuable ohes in the county. He takes 
great pride in keeping everything nice and up-to-date, 
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and his premises show that an experienced man is 
the owner. Mr. Early carries on general farming, 
and raises cattle, sheep and hogs. In politics he is a 
republican. The Dunkard Church holds his member- 
ship and receives his financial aid. 

‘In 1870 Mr. Early was married to Emeline King, 
a daughter of Aaron and Christine (Plank) King, 
who bore him thirteen children. She died May 14, 
1896. In 1899 Mr. Early was married to Elizabeth 
Wenger of Augusta County, Virginia, and their 
children are as follows: Carrie B., Fleta C. and 
Henry S. 


JoHN Henry CHAPMAN is one of the oldest resi- 
dents of Perry Township, and has had one farm in 
that township for over sixty years, and almost con- 
tinuously until recently, when he retired, managed 
it as a productive unit in Allen County agriculture. 

Mr. Chapman, whose name is regarded with special 
esteem in this county, was born in Butler County, 
Ohio, August 16, 1834, son of Lewis and Catherine 
(McTagert) Chapman. His parents were natives of 
Pennsylvania. The paternal grandfather, John Chap- 
man, was a pioneer settler in Indiana. The maternal 
grandparents, Henry and Isabel (Tiger) McTagert, 
came on the same ship to New York, being six 
weeks on the sea. They were married soon after 
reaching this country, in 1802 came west by the 
Ohio River and settled in Butler County, Ohio. 
Lewis and Catherine Chapman moved to Allen 
County in June, 1837, when their son John Henry 
was three years old. As pioneers they entered Gov- 
ernment land in Perry Township in sections 26. 
The father paid $40 for forty acres, a payment which 
took all his capital except $8. That balance he 
loaned to a needy friend and it was never repaid. 
Lewis Chapman did not have many years to carry 
on his work as a pioneer settler of Allen County. 
He was born in 1800 and died in 1845. His widow, 
who was born in 1798, survived him many years, 
passing away in 1878. Their children were: Hiram 
Burns and Andrew J., both deceased; and John 
Henry. 

John Henry Chapman had only such advantages as 
were afforded by the subscription schools of his 
locality in Perry Township. He has improved his 
opportunities, has always been a deep Bible student, 
and since 1880 has been a licensed preacher of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. He has filled all the 
church offices. On September 23, 1858, he married 
Eliza Ann Berry, who was born in Madison County, 
Ohio, April 16, 1838, daughter of John C. Berry. In 
the meantime Mr. Chapman had acquired 100 acres 
of land in section 35 of Perry Township. He moved 
to that land after his marriage. It was covered with 
heavy timber and year after year when the crops 
were gathered he went into the woods with his axe 
and cleared away additional lands for cultivation. 
He also put up the necessary buildings, and that 
farm has been his home continuously for more than 
sixty years, though during 1862-63 he lived at Round- 
head in Hardin County and conducted a general mer- 
chandise business. Mr. Chapman continued to be 
active on his farm until about 1917. He has sold 
all his land to his sons except about forty acres, 
including the old homestead. 

Mr. Chapman had a large family of children: 
Alice, widow of C. M. Shaffer, living in Ellington, 
Florida; Louis, of Perry Township; Addie May, 
Mrs. F. K. Sidner of Perry Township; Albert and 
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Ulysses, both deceased; Frank H., a resident of 
Lima; Lutrella, deceased; Orville, of Omaha, 
Nebraska; Ira T., who was the seventh in age, now 
superintendent of the public schools of New Bruns- 
wick, New Jersey; Elsie, Mrs. Charles McCabe of 
Toledo; and Claude E., who lives on the home farm 
with his father. 

Mr, Chapman is a republican in politics. He has 
taken an intelligent interest in local affairs and served 
as a member of the School Board for more than 
thirty years. For three years he also held the office 
of justice of the peace. 


TimotHy CHARLES O’Brien. Not only are the 
railroads the forerunners of civilization, but they are 
the foundation upon which rests the maintenance 
of all modern progress. Without them and their 
successful operation mankind would lapse back into a 
state of barbarism, and millions would perish because 
of a lack of the absolute necessities of life. Without 
the railroads coal cannot be moved, industries must 
close, crops rot in the fields, communication between 
distant points cease, and chaos reign. Within recent 
years the problems confronting the men in authority 
of the various railroads of the country have multi- 
plied until the solving of them require the abilities 
of men of the highest intelligence and long experi- 
ence. Such an important industry cannot be run by 
theory, stern practicality has to control. Therefore 
as never before in railroad history do the men who 
are promoted have to possess a superior order of 
qualifications, and when they are put in positions of 
grave responsibility the fact is taken for granted 
that they do possess these necessary characteristics, 
natural and cultivated, or they would not be there. 
One of these men who is measuring up to the 
requirements of his position in a remarkable man- 
ner, and also holding his place in his community as a 
good citizen, is Timothy Charles O’Brien, superin- 
tendent of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad shops at 
Lima. 

Timothy Charles O’Brien was born at Lima in 
1879, a son of P. W. and Bridget (Noonan) O’Brien. 
The O’Brien family is of Irish ancestry but has long 
been established in this country, and the men have 
been practical mechanics. P. W. O’Brien was also 
engaged in railroading. He and his excellent wife 
became the parents of seven children, and of them 
all Timothy Charles O’Brien was the fifth in order 
of birth. 

Growing up at Lima, he was given the advantages 
offered by St. Rose parochial school until he was 
fitted for earning his own living, leaving school 
when he had completed the first year of the high 
school course. At that time he was fourteen years 
old and he was apprenticed by his practical father 
to learn the boilermaker trade in the shops of the 
Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad Company 
at Lima, and he remained with that road for seven 
years and thoroughly learned his trade. He was 
then with the Lake Erie Railroad for two years as a 
journeyman boilermaker, leaving it for the Big Four 
Railroad shops at Bellefontaine and Delaware, Ohio, 
and Indianapolis, Indiana, spending six months in 
each place, and doing the same class of work. 
Returning to Lima, he spent six months in the Lima 
Locomotive Works, still working at his trade. Going 
back to the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton shops, he 
worked as a journeyman boilermaker for two years, 
and then, in 1907, went to the Lake Erie shops as a 
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journeyman boilermaker and assistant foreman, 
resigning this position in 1908 to go with the Star 
Iron Works of Lima as foreman, and held that 
position for six months. He was then offered and 
accepted the position of boilermaker and inspector 
for the Ohio Oil Company in Illinois, Indiana, New 
Jersey and Oklahoma, and remained with this con- 
cern for eighteen months. Once more he returned 
to Lima, and was foreman of the boiler department 
of the Lake Erie Railroad for two years. For the 
subsequent two and one-half years he was inspector 
of the motive power and general inspector of the 
boilers of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad at Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. Transferred to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Mr. O’Brien was general inspector of western 
lines west of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for the Balti- 
more & Ohio Railroad for two and one-half years, 
and then, in 1915, was made general superintendent 
of the Lima shops of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 
and has 1,700 men under his supervision. 

In 1914 Mr. O’Brien was united in marriage with 
Josephine Kruse, a daughter of William and Anna 
(Lautman) Kruse, of Lima, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. 
O’Brien have two children, John Charles and Anna 
Mary. While in a general way Mr. O’Brien supports 
the principles of the democratic party, he prefers to 
cast his vote for the man, and so retains his inde- 
pendence in politics. He belongs to St. Gerard’s 
Catholic Church of Lima. Fraternally he belongs to 
the Knights of Columbus and the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, both of Lima. A sound, 
reliable and experienced man, Mr. O’Brien has risen 
to his present position from the bottom rung of the 
ladder of success and knows just what to expect of 
his men and how to accomplish good results for his 
road. As a citizen he is held in high esteem, for he 
has a keen sense of civic responsibility and takes a 
deep and abiding pride in the place of his birth and 
the scene of so much of his successful endeavor. 


SAMUEL S. BixeL. Among the properties of Rich- 
land Township which have won distinction as pro- 
ducers of agricultural products and live stock, one 
worthy of mention is the Daylight Farm, a tract of 
eighty acres situated four miles west and one mile 
north of Bluffton. The proprietor of this farm, 
Samuel S. Bixel, is one of the progressive and 
energetic farmers and stockmen of his community, 
and has combined practical ideas with an intelligent 
use of modern methods in bringing about the devel- 
opment of a first-class property. 

Mr. Bixel was born in Richland Township, Allen 
County, May 18, 1875, a son of Abraham and Mag- 
dalena (Schumacher) Bixel. His father was born 
in 1843 in Holmes County, Ohio, and was reared one 
mile north of Bluffton, where he was married in 
1865 to Miss Schumacher, who had been born in 
Richland Township in 1842. Following their mar- 
riage they resided on a farm there until 1883, in 
which year Mr. Bixel purchased the old Schumacher 
farm of 196 acres, on which Mrs. Bixel had been 
born and reared. There they made their home and 
continued to be engaged in agricultural operations 
until their retirement in 1904, when they moved to 
their home at Pandora. Mr. Bixel is a democrat 
in politics, and he and his wife are worthy and 
highly respected people of their community and 
active members of the Mennonite Church. Abraham 
Bixel came of a family in which there were sixteen 
children, and in the family of his wife there were 
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the same number, all of whom grew up and had 
large families of their own. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Bixel there were born twelve children, of whom nine 
are living: Dr. Peter D., of Pandora; D. C., a jew- 
eler of Bluffton; Noah, of Pandora; Lizzie, the wife 
of P. C. Steiner; John W., a professor at Tacoma, 
Washington; Samuel S.; Adam, a jeweler of Pan- 
dora; Menno, of the Dixie Garage, Bluffton ; and 
Susie, the wife of Abraham Smith, conducting a 
mission at Minneapolis, Minnesota. ; 

Samuel S. Bixel attended the district schools of his 
native locality and spent one year at the Bluffton 
High School, following which he began assisting his 
father in the cultivation of the home place. He was 
married in 1900 to Miss Ellen Niswander, who was 
born in Putnam County, Ohio, and educated in the 
public schools there, and to this union there were 
born eight children: Stanley, a graduate of the 
Pandora High School, class of 1920; Edgar, also a 
graduate of that school; Odessa, who is attending 
high school; and Hildah, Phares, Savilla, Magda- 
lena and Dorothea, who are attending the graded 
schools. After his marriage Mr. Bixel began opera- 
tions on his own account, and at this time has one 
of the handsome and well-developed properties of 
Richland Township, the Daylight Stock Farm, on 
which he makes a specialty of breeding Shorthorn 
cattle. He has substantial buildings, modern 
improvements and complete equipment, and carries 
on all transactions in a manner that gives him a 
substantial place in public confidence. Mr. Bixel is 
a stockholder in the First National Bank at Pan- 
dora, where he also has an interest in a store. 

As a citizen he has always contributed willingly to 
all movements making for civic betterment. With 
the members of his family he belongs to the Men- 
nonite Church, where he has rendered long and 
efficient service in the capacity of church treasurer. 


Peter C. Herr. The career of Peter C. Herr of 
Richland Township has been one of constant and 
consistent advancement, starting from the time that 
he was a hired hand and gradually developing into 
his ownership of a well-cultivated and valuable farm 
situated two miles north of Bluffton. Mr. Herr has 
been the architect of his own fortunes and has 
builded well upon the foundation of integrity, indus- 
try and good citizenship. He is a native of Riley 
Township, Putnam County, Ohio, born July 8, 1869, 
a son of Christian and Fannie (Basinger) Herr. 

Christian Herr was born January 10, 1848, and was 
married in 1867, to Fannie Basinger, born in Rich- 
land Township, Allen County, January 21, 1846. 
Following their marriage the parents located on a 
farm in Riley Township, Putnam County, where they 
passed the remainder of their long and honorable 
lives, developing a good property, rearing their fam- 
ily and winning and holding the respect and esteem 
of their neighbors. The father died December 3, 
1910, and the mother June 27, 1916, both in the faith 
of the Reformed Mennonite Church, in which 
Mr. Herr was an official They were the parents of 
the following children: David, born January 25, 
1868, died May 18, 1893, married January 21, 1892, 
Anna Amstutz, and had one child; Peter C., of this 
notice; Noah C., born September 23, 1871, a resi- 
dent of Mexico City, Mexico; Sem, born October 
2, 1873, died December 9, 1910, married August 31, 
1905, Tillie Leichly of Silverton, Oregon, where both 
he and his wife passed away, leaving one child, 
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Clarence, born May 31, 1906; Daniel J., born Sep- 
tember 23, 1875, who married March 20, 1904, Lavina 
Burkholder and has six children; Sarah, born April 
11, 1877, the wife of Amos C. Geiger; Lizzie, born 
October 11, 1878, who married September 24, 1901, 
Calvin Diller of Richland Township and died Novem- 
ber 20, 1902, leaving one child, Emery P., born 
November 2, 1902; Mary, the wife of Ira Moser; 
Fannie, born May 4, 1886, who died December 8, 
1910; and Ella, born August 4, 1889, who died Sep- 
tember 19, 1905. 

Peter C. Herr was reared on farms in Putnam and 
Allen counties, in the meantime securing his educa- 
tional training in the district schools. and resided 
at home as his father’s associate until he reached the 
age of twenty-one years. At that time his father 
began to pay him $17.50 per month. and he contin- 
ued to work thus for a year, at the end of which 
time he learned the trade of carpenter. to which he 
applied himself for four years. Mr. Herr was mar- 
ried March 19, 1895, to Barbara Diller, who was. born 
in Richland Township, Allen County, May 24, 1874, 
and to this union there were born the following chil- 
dren: Eddie, born February 2, 1896, now a resident 
of Dayton; Milo, born March 6, 1898, a graduate 
of the Bluffton High School, who attended Bluffton 
College for two years; Barbara V.. born October 15, 
1901, a graduate of the Bluffton High School, class 
of 1920; Nelson, born October 24, 1903, attending 
that school; Kermit, born October 7, 1907; and 
Vidella, born January 23, 1910. 

Following his marriage Mr. Herr again turned his 
attention to farming, to which vocation he has since 
devoted his energies. He has succeeded in develop- 
ing a productive and profitable property, located two 
miles north of Bluffton in Richland Township, and 
is impressing himself upon his community as a man 
of agricultural ability and sound ideas. He is one 
of the stockholders of the Farmers Elevator at Bluff- 
ton, and in business circles is known as a man otf 
integrity. In politics a democrat. for four years he 
was a member of the Board of Trustees of Richland 
Township, and at this time he :s a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the First Mennonite Church, 
of which Mrs. Herr is also an active and helpful 
member. 


Perry F,. HerptepauGH. The proprietorship of 
the East View Farm of 160 acres in section 32 and 33 
in Marion Township constitutes Mr. Heidlebaugh one 
of the highly successful farmers of Allen County, 
but in addition his interests have extended to some 
of the broader affairs of his community and his ini- 
tiative and public spirit have helped sustain and 
promote several of the business organizations in 
which his fellow farmers and other citizens are 
vitally interested. 

Mr. Heidlebaugh, whose farm home is three miles 
east and two miles south of Delphos, on rural route 
No. 1, was born in Hocking County. Ohio, March 
22, 1856, son of Noah and Rosanna (Merick) Heidle- 
baugh. His parents were also natives of Hocking 
County, his father born December 25, 1832, and his 
mother November 9, 1834. They grew up in the 
same community, attended the same district school 
and were married in 1855. For two years they lived 
on a farm in their native county and then moved to 
Illinois, in which state they had their home until 
Noah Heidlebaugh entered the Union army. He 
enlisted rather late in the war and hostilities ceased 
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before he saw active service. In the meantime his 
wife and children had returned to Hocking County, 
where he rejoined them, and he remained there an 
active farmer until 1872, in which year he moved to 
Allen County and lived in Marion Township, but 
subsequently went to Putnam County and died there 
January 30, 1893. He was a man of superior educa- 
tion and for a number of years taught school in 
Hocking County. At one time he held the office of 
township clerk and was an active democrat. His wife 
was a Methodist. In their family were eleven chil- 
dren, Willard dying in infancy. while the ten that 
reached mature years were: Perry F.; Harriet, born 
December 23, 1857, is the wife of Peter Stemen; 
Maria, born November 3, 1859, and unmarried; 
Martin, born September 9, 1861, is a graduate of the 
Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware, for many 
years was prominent in the Methodist ministry but 
is now living retired at West Plains, Missouri; 
Albert, born November 10, 1864, died in November, 
1919; Minerva, born August 21, 1866, is the widow 
of John Downing; Amos, born January 29, 1869, died 
September 6, 1897; Newton. born August 17, 1871, 
lives in Hamilton County, Ohio; William A., born 
October 28, 1873, entered the army at the time of 
the Spanish-American war, served three years and 
is now a rural mail carrier; John, born August 25, 
1876, was also for three years in the army, beginning 
at the time of the Spanish-American war and now 
lives in Hocking County. 

Perry F. Heidlebaugh grew up on a farm in Hock- 
ing County and was about eighteen years of age 
when he came to Allen County. He had a common 
school education, and at the age of nineteen began 
working out as a tarm hand. August 13, 1878, he 
married Elizabeth E. Brenneman, a daughter of 
David and Leah (Stemen) Brenneman. Her par- 
ents were born and were married in Fairfield County, 
Ohio, and soon afterward came to Allen County, 
where they entered land in Marion Township. They 
were highly respected and useful citizens of that 
community the rest of their lives and were active 
in the Mennonite Church. David Brenneman was 
a republican. Of the five children in the Brenne- 
man family three are still living: Lydia, wife of 
Henry Chandler; Mrs. Elizabeth. Heidlebaugh; and 
Samuel S., of Marion Township. Three children 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. Heidlebaugh, but the first 
died in infancy. The other two are Marion B. and 
Leah Olive, wife of E. D. Howard, both being in 
Marion Township. 

Mr. Heidlebaugh has given allegiance to the demo- 
cratic party. He has also given some very efficient 
service to public office, serving as township trustee 
nearly seven years and also as a member of the 
School Board. He is now president of the Delphos 
Equity Exchange Company, and is a stockholder in 
the National and the Commercial banks at Delphos. 

Marion B. Heidlebaugh, his son, is a successful 
farmer whose well-developed stock farm of forty 
acres lies in Marion Township, three miles south- 
east of Delphos, on rural route No. 1. He was 
born in the same township June 3, 1880, grew up on 
the homestead and made good use of his advan- 
tages in the local schools. 

August 27, 1903, he married Goldie Redd, a daugh- 
ter of J. W. and Emma (Herring) Redd. They have 
three children: William, born June 13, 1904; Breta, 
born May 17, 1906, and Albert, born January 20, 1917. 


_ Marion Heidlebaugh and wife are members of the 
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United Brethren Church at Delphos, and he is one 
of the church trustees and a Sunday school worker. 
He is a trustee and for two years was treasurer of 
the Riverside Grange. Politically he is a democrat. 
Besides his farm interests he is a stockholder in the 
Delphos Equity Exchange and in the Delphos Rubber 
Company. 

¢ 

Witut1aM Daucu is widely known as one of the 
honored citizens of Delphos. He has lived here for 
a number of years and is prominently identified with 
the commercial interests of his community. His 
well directed efforts in the practical affairs of life, 
his capable management of his business interests and 
his sound judgment have gained for him prosperity, 
and in all the relations of life he has commanded 
the respect and confidence of those with whom he 
has been brought into contact, 

William Dauch, superintendent of the Hinde & 
Dauch Paper Company’s plant at Delphos, was born 
in Erie County, Ohio, November 27, 1872, the son of 
Philip and Mary (Klotz) Dauch. His father was 
born in Murgentine, Germany, whence he came to 
the United States and settled in Erie County, Ohio, 
where he became the owner of and operated a brew. 
ery. Later he turned his attention to farming, to 
which he devoted his time during the remainder of 
his life, his death occurring in Erie County. He was 
a member of the Druids, and in his political views 
was a republican. The mother was also born in 
Germany, and at the age of eighteen months was 
brought by her parents to the United States, the 
family settling in Springfield, Clark County, Ohio, 
where she was reared and educated. She survives 
her husband and is now living in Erie County. To 
Philip and Mary Dauch were born eight children, 
seven of whom are living, namely: Emma, the wife 
of Emmett Kelley; Gustavus, of Erie County; 
Regina, the wife of William Hattzhauser; Louise, 
the wife of William Goodsite; Theo, of Erie County; 
William, the subject of this review; and Martha, 
the widow of Henry LaFavre. 

William Dauch was reared on his father’s farm, 
and secured a good practical education in the district 
schools. He remained at home until he had attained 
his majority, when he took up farming on his own 
account, following that vocation until 1900. In 1886 
J. J. Dauch and Mr. Hinde leased a paper mill at 
Sandusky, Ohio, with which to work up their sur- 
plus straw. They managed the propostion so judi- 
ciously that eventually they bought the plant, and 
Mr. Dauch accumulated his wealth at the business. 
William Dauch became a stockholder and superin- 
tendent of the paper mill here, of which he is now 
one of the directors. The present officers of the 
company are: Sidney Frohman, president; C. B. 
Lockwood, vice president; Fred Emmons, secretary; 
R. K. Ramsey, treasurer, and these gentlemen also 
compose the directorate with the following members: 
William Dauch, M. H. Merch, Joseph Crons and 
George Little. Mr. Dauch has devoted himself 
indefatigably to the building up of the business of 
this company, which is now one of the prosperous 
and substantial enterprises of this community, 

William Dauch is also a member of other business 
enterprises, being a stockholder in the Dauch Coal 
Company, which is owned by E. E. Truesdale and 
himself; a stockholder in the Automatic Steam and 
Gas Engine Company of Buffalo, New York; a 
stockholder in the Flint Coal Company of Vinton 
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County, Ohio, and in Van Wert coal properties; a 
stockholder in the Riverside Orchard Company at 
Payette, Idaho, of which he is the president; and a 
stockholder in the Rapid Bottle Washer Company. 
He is also the owner of excellent farm land in 
Auglaize Township, Allen County. Politically he is 
an earnest supporter of the republican party. He 
is a man of excellent business judgment and energetic 
habits, devoting himself with untiring zeal to what- 
ever he has in hand. Because of his success and his 
fine personal characteristics he is deservedly popular 
in the circle in which he moves. 


Emanuet A. Lonc. The farmers of Allen County 
are as a class prosperous and contented, living inde- 
pendently upon their well-tilled and fertile acres 
which their energy has developed to a high state 
of productiveness. One who has been more than 
usually successful in his undertakings is Emanuel 
A. Long, whose fine property is located in Jackson 
Township, two and one-half miles east of Lafayette. 
Mr. Long has been a life-long resident of this 
locality, having been born in Jackson Township 
August 22, 1865, a son of John T. and Barbara 
(Long) Long. 

The parents of Mr. Long were born in Westmore- 
land County, Pennsylvania, where they were reared 
and educated, and following their marriage lived on 
a farm there in Hemfield Township until their 
removal in 1854 to Allen County, on August 20 of 
which year they settled on a farm in Jackson Town- 
ship. There they passed the remainder of their 
lives in the peaceful pursuits of the soil, winning 
material success and personal respect and confidence. 
They were devout members of the Reformed Church, 
and in politics Mr. Long was a democrat. There 
were ten children in the family, of which number 
six are living: Mary, the widow of John F. Shuffer; 
Michael, who is engaged in farming operations in 
Jackson Township; Lizzie A., the wife of John 
Rhodes, a farmer of Allen County; Jonas, who is 
engaged in farming in Hardin County, Ohio; Tobias, 
who carries on farming in Jackson Township; and 
Emanuel A. 

Emanuel A. Long acquired his educational training 
in the district schools in Jackson Township, and was 
reared to agricultural pursuits under his father’s 
preceptorship on the home place, on which he made 
his home until he reached the age of twenty-seven 
years. In 1892 he was united in marriage with 
Miss Nora Guyton, who was born in Auglaize Town- 
ship, Allen County, in 1874, and following their 
union they located on the Long farm, where they 
spent several years. Later Mr. Long bought the 
property on which he now lives, a tract of 187% 
acres of valuable and productive soil, on which he 
has made all the improvements. These consist of 
substantial buildings, a comfortable, modern and 
commodious home, and up-to-date improvements 
of every kind. He devotes himself to general farm- 
ing and stock raising and has good grades of cattle, 
hogs, sheep and horses. Mr. Long has the reputa- 
tion of being a man of sterling business qualities and 
high integrity, and is a stockholder in the Farmers 
Elevator at Lafayette. He is a member of the Jack- 
son Grange, to which his wife belongs also, and 
both hold membership in the Reformed Church in 
Hardin County, in the work of which they have been 
active and helpful. His fraternal connection is with 
Jackson Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd 
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Fellows, in which he has numerous friends. 
Mr. Long is a democrat. He stands high in the 
confidence of his fellow-citizens, and on several 
occasions has been called upon to discharge the duties 
of offices of trust and responsibility, having accepted 
the positions of township trustee two terms and 
township supervisor, in which he served his com- 
munity capably and conscientiously. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Long there have been born 
eleven children, of whom two are deceased, the sur- 
vivors being: Paul, Letitia, Grace, John, Don, 
Marguerite, Anna Bell, Marvin and Evelyn. The 
children are all being given the best of educational 
advantages, fitting them to occupy whatever posi- 
tions in life they may be called upon to assume. 


CHRISTIAN Goop has had a busy career of a quarter 
of a century, establishing a home, cultivating his 
fields, rearing his children and performing the vari- 
ous duties of good citizenship. He is one of Allen 
County’s leading farmers, his home is in section 11 
of Marion Township, two miles west of Elida. 

He was born in the same township November 
25, 1873, son of Henry and Elizabeth (Culp) Good, 
his father a native of Virginia and his mother of 
Fairfield County, Ohio. Christian Good was the 
oldest of thirteen children, nine of whom are still 
living. His boyhood was spent on the home farm, 
with an education secured in the district schools. 

June 20, 1895, not long after he reached his 
twenty-first year, he married Emma J. Heatwole, 
who was born in Allen County January 7, 1877, 
daughter of John R. and Catherine (Steinen) Heat- 
wole. From the time of their marriage to the pres- 
ent Mr. and Mrs. Good have been engaged in farm- 
ing in Marion Township. Their farm home consists 
of seventy-five acres, and is made very valuable by 
the presence of eight productive oil wells on the 
property. Mr. Good is a dairy farmer and operates 
a milk route. He is an independent in politics and 
all his family are Mennonites. Mr. and Mrs. Good 
have eight children: Floyd, John H., Ethel M., 
Lesta, Velma, Elizabeth, Merlin and Mary. The 
son John is married and is an active factor in the 
management of the home farm. 


W. S. Horrman, D. D. S._ The science of dental 
surgery has made mighty strides during the past few 
years, and the modern dentist is a man who ranks 
with his brother in the medical profession in the 
matter of importance to public health, and is just 
as carefully trained for the exacting demands of his 
patients. One of the dental surgeons of Lima who 
is fully measuring up te the high standards of his 
learned profession is Dr. W. S. Hoffman, who occu- 
pies a suite in the Central Building. He was born 
at Derby, Ohio, a son of Dr. George W. and Ella 
(Rapp) Hoffman, coming into the world in 1883. 
The great-grandfather, John Hoffman, was born in 
Berlin, Germany, from whence he came to_ the 
United States and located at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
where he became an extensive soap manufacturer. 
His son, also John, was a farmer of Clermont 
County, Ohio, and spent his entire life in that 
locality. Dr. George W. Hoffman. son of John 
Hoffman, and father of Dr. W. S. Hoffman, was also 
a dentist. He founded the town of Derby, where 
he continued to reside for five years, and then died, 
passing away in 1906. His widow survives him and 
is living at Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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Dr. W. S. Hoffman is the oldest of the three 
children born to his parents. He attended the Cin- 
cinnati public schools, and was graduated from the 
Everts High School of that city in 1902 with honors. 
That same year he entered the University of Cin- 
cinnati, and was graduated therefrom in 1905 as 
valedictorian of his class, and with the degree of 
Doctor of Dental Surgery. In 1910 Doctor Hoffman 
did post-graduate work at Cincinnati. For a time 
following his graduation he was associated with 
other dentists at Erie, Pennsylvania, and Cleveland, 
Ohio, and then in 1909 located permanently at Lima, 
where he has since been engaged in a general dental 
practice, and has built up a very desirable connec- 
tion. He belongs to the Ohio State Progressive 
Dental Society. Well known in Masonry, Doctor 
Hoffman belongs to the Blue Lodge, Chapter, Com- 
mandery, Consistory and Mystic Shrine of that 
order, and has taken the thirty-second degree. He 
is unmarried. 


Don Lackey. It is in a large degree to the self- 
made men of Allen County that the prosperity of 
this section is due to those who, starting life without 
means, have worked their way to the front, placing 
themselves by the sheer force of their energy and 
perseverance among the successful men of their 
localities. Of the agriculturists of Allen County 
who have been the architects of their own fortunes 
and who have planned and builded well is Don 
Lackey, proprietor of the Buckeye Farm, seven miles 
northeast of Lima in Monroe Township. 

Mr. Lackey was born in Monroe Township Sep- 
tember 26, 1887, a son of Henry F. and Sarah F. 
(Martz) Lackey, natives also of Allen County. 
Henry F. Lackey was born in Monroe Township 
September 7, 1863, attended the graded and normal 
schools and after growing to manhood married Miss 
Martz, who was born in Sugar Creek Township 
December 31, 1866, and was brought to Monroe 
Township by her parents as a child. Following their 
marriage they settled in Monroe Township, where 
they resided until Mr. Lackey’s death in December, 
1918, while his widow still survives him. She is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of 
which her husband served on the official board. He 
was a republican in his political affiliation and served 
on the Board of Education and in other offices. 
There were ten children in the family, of whom 
seven are living: Don; Glenn, who trained at Camp 
Devens, Massachusetts, for service in the World 
war; Waldo F., who married Lou Freet and is 
engaged in farming in Bath Township, Allen County; . 
and Elva, Ilo, Voit and Alice. 

Don Lackey obtained his education in the district 
schools of Monroe Township and the normal school 
at Ada, and remained on the home farm until reach- 
ing the age of twenty-one years as his father’s 
assistant. For two years thereafter he worked for 
the elder man as a wage earner, and February 12, 
1911, was united in marriage with Miss Clara Detrick, 
who was born in Monroe Township August 16, 1889, 
a daughter of Samuel and Mary E. (Driver) 
Detrick, the former born in Rockingham County, 
Virginia, November 19, 1854, and the latter in Monroe 
Township, October 23, 1855. Mr. Detrick, who spent 
his active career as a farmer in Bath and Monroe 
townships, died in November, 1914, and is survived 
by his widow. 
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Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Lackey 
began housekeeping in Monroe Township, and after 
seven years purchased their present farm of 120 
acres seven miles northeast of Lima, on Lima rural 
free delivery route No. 8. Here Mr. Lackey is 
engaged in successful operations as a general farmer 
and stock raiser. Buckeye Farm, as the property 
is known, is a well-improved and highly productive 
tract of land which in its buildings, equipment and 
general prosperity reflects the good management, 
farming ability and business industry of its owner. 
Mr, Lackey is a stockholder in the West Cairo Farm- 
ers Elevator and has other interests. He is a mem- 
ber and clerk of the local board of school directors, 
and was formerly clerk of Monroe Township. In 
political faith he is a staunch supporter of the 
republican party. As a citizen he has given his aid 
to all movements looking toward the betterment of 
Monroe Township and its people. He belongs to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, while Mrs. Lackey 
holds membership in the Church of the Brethren. 
They are the parents of two children: Evaline, 
born April 8, 1912, who is attending school; and 
Helen, born November 7, 1915. 


Puiiip Jacop ALTSTAETTER. One of the leading 
‘agriculturists of Monroe Township, owning and 
operating a well-developed property four miles south 
and two miles west of Columbus Grove, Philip Jacob 
. Altstaetter also has the distinction of being the head 
of a family of remarkable musicians whose talents 
have brought their services within the scope of a 
constant demand in the various towns and villages 
of Allen and adjoining counties. 

Mr. Altstaetter was born on the farm which he 
now occupies in 1861, and is a son of Jacob and 
Catherine (Bucher) Altstaetter. His father, who 
was born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, February 
21, 1811, was twenty-one years of age when he 
immigrated to the United States, and first spent a 
year in Maryland, where he followed his trade of 
carpenter. Coming to Dayton, Ohio, in 1833, he spent 
two years at that place, and in 1835 settled on a 
farm in Monroe Township, Allen County, where the 
rest of his long and honorable life was passed, his 
death occurring November 10, 1898, when he had 
reached the advanced age of nearly eighty-eight 
years. At the time of his arrival this ambitious and 
enterprising man entered forty acres of land from 
the United States Government, and from that time 
forward continued to add to his holdings until he 
owned 700 acres of good land. Mr. Altstaetter 
was one of the founders of the church in his locality, 
of which he and his wife were faithful members 
throughout their lives. In 1835 he married Catherine 
Bucher, who was born near Salem, Montgomery 
County, Ohio, October 26, 1816, a Great-grand- 
daughter of immigrants from Switzerland. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Altstaetter there were born thirteen 
children, namely: Elizabeth, deceased; Frederick, 
deceased; John, deceased; Susannah; Sarah, de- 
ceased; George L., deceased; Michael; Mary; Louisa, 
deceased; Catherine, deceased; Bertha, deceased; 
Philip Jacob and Abigail. 

Philip Jacob Altstaetter was educated in the dis- 
trict schools and reared on the home farm, on which 
he made his home until the time of his twenty- 
third year, when he engaged in operations on his 
own account. On January 1, 1889, he was united 
in marriage with Miss Emma L. Miller, who was 
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born January 1, 1868, a daughter of Henry and 
Mary (Souer) Miller. Mr. Miller was born in 
Hesse-Darmstadt April 24, 1841, and died March 7, 
1912, and Mrs. Miller was born in Prussia, January 
21, 1846, and became the mother of fourteen chil- 
dren, all living in 1920: Margaret M., John F., 
Emma L., Hannah C., Alice M., Sarah M., Cather- 
ine R., Bertha A., William H., Herman M., Lewis P., 
Clara I., Grace N. and Arthur M. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Altstaetter there have come the 
following children, all accomplished musicians: 
Emil H., born March 22, 1890, a solo cornetist and 
first violinist; Gilbert W., born November 11, 1892, 
a baritone and first violinist ; Clifford J., born Novem- 
ber 27, 1894, who plays the slide trombone; Marie C., 
born February 20, 1896, who plays the mellowphone 
piano; Waldo E., born July 19, 1898, a performer 
on the bass and small drums and traps; Albert A., 
born August 28, 1900, a solo cornetist; Clara H., 
born October 10, 1902, performer on the mellow- 
phone violin; Lena A., born October 5, 1904, who 
plays the first B-flat cornet and piano; Lewis C., 
born October 14, 1906, who plays the clarinet; Clar- 
ence F., born January 9, 1908, who plays the second 
B-flat cornet; Alice M., born April 20, 1911, who 
plays the piano; and Harold C., the baby, born 
May 3, 1913, a cornetist. Under the leadership of 
their father, a musician of finished and versatile 
talents, the members of this remarkable family have 
appeared at Columbus, Dayton, Napoleon and various 
other cities and towns in this region, and their 
services are in demand at picnics, celebrations, fairs, 
etc., as well as for commercial interests. 

Mr. Altstaetter is one of the substantial farmers 
of Monroe Township, where he owns 160 acres of 
highly cultivated land in the southeast quarter of 
section 18. He is a citizen of public spirit and has 
contributed liberally to all movements making for 
advancement in his locality. In politics he is a 
democrat. As a fraternalist he belongs to the 
Knights of Pythias and the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, in the last-named of which he is a 
past noble grand. Mrs. Altstaetter and her two 
daughters belong to the Rebekahs, and five of the 
sons are members of the Odd Fellows, and all 
members of the Rebekahs. Gilbert W. Altstaetter 
also is a past noble grand. He is a veteran of the 
World war and saw six months of service in France 
as a musician. 


James M. Yant. Among the citizens occupying 
responsible positions in the business world of Allen 
County, one who has thoroughly vindicated the 
faith placed in him by his associates and the public 
is James M. Yant, manager of the West Cairo Farm- 
ers Elevator. During his career Mr. Yant has 
exemplifed an inherent integrity and deep-seated 
principles of right, and these qualities have com- 
municated themselves to the various enterprises with 
which his name has been connected. 

Mr. Yant was born in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, 
February 5, 1859, a son of Noah B. and Drusilla M. 
(Miller) Yant, natives of Carroll County, the 
former born April 27, 1827, and the latter April 7, 
1828. They were educated in Carroll County, where 
they grew to maturity and were married, following 
which event they settled on a farm in Carroll 
County, on which they lived until October, 1864. 
At that time they came to Allen County and settled 
near West Cairo, where they rounded out useful 
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and honorable careers in the pursuits of agriculture. 
Mr. Yant was a republican, and the confidence in 
which he was held by his fellow-citizens was evi- 


denced by his election for some years as a member’ 


of the Board of Township Trustees. Mr. and Mrs. 
Yant were faithful and active members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. They had five sons 
and two daughters: James M.; W. H., of Paulding, 
clerk of Paulding County, Ohio; Hugh, a merchant 
at Toledo; J. K., a clerk in the United States Post 
Office at Lima; Samantha, the wife of Lewis Law- 
rence, of Toledo; Sarah, the wife of J. M. Waltz, of 
Durand, Michigan; and a son who died in infancy. 

James M. Yant was a youth when he accompanied 
his parents to Monroe Township, Allen County, and 
there his education was acquired in the district 
schools. He acted-as his father’s assistant on the 
home farm until he was twenty years of age, at 
which time he began to teach in the country schools, 
and that formed his principal occupation until the 
time of his marriage. On November 21, 1879, 
Mr. Yant was united in marriage with Miss Ina 
Hartzog, and in October, 1881, went to Kansas and 
purchased an interest in a farm, on which he made 
his home for eleven years. Selling out, he returned 
to Allen County and engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits for six years, then embarking in the butcher- 
ing business, which he followed seven years. Return- 
ing to the home farm, he again associated himself 
with his father, and at the elder man’s death bought 
out the interests of the other heirs and continued 
to operate the property until November, 1913, when 
he removed to Lima. 

Mr. Yant’s first wife died June 16, 1912, having 
been the mother of four children: Perry L., the 
San Francisco representative of the Bowser Tank 
Company of Fort Wayne, Indiana; Nina B., the 
wife of O. E. Vincent of Lima; Emma, the wife of 
C. L. Fowler of Lima; and Pearl L., a graduate 
of the Lima Business College, who was with the 
Lima Home Savings Bank as assistant secretary 
for fifteen years, and is now identified with C. L. 
Dunn of Zanesville. . 

On June 23, 1915, Mr. Yant married Miss Elizabeth 
Martz, who is well known in this community and an 
active member of the Christian Church. Mr. and 
Mrs. Yant served as superintendent and matron of 
the Allen County Infirmary for three years, at the 
end of which time they came to West Cairo, 
Mr. Yant embarking in the grocery and general 
store business. He disposed of his interests therein 
in December, 1919, and July 1, 1920, took charge 
as manager of the West Cairo Farmers Elevator 
of West Cairo, a position in which he has served 
very efficiently ever since. Mr. Yant is a member 
of West Cairo Lodge No. 485, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, of which he is a past noble grand, and 
of Lima Encampment, of which he is past chief 
patriarch. He is a republican in politics. His 
appointment jas superintendent of the jinfirmary 
came entirely unsolicited, and in various other ways 
he has been shown that he is held in the highest 
confidence by those among whom his worthy and 
industrious career has been passed. 


Extas Lora. The occupation of an auctioneer 
approaches a profession, and the qualifications neces- 
sary for successful participation therein are indeed 
numerous. To become successful a person must 
be a good judge of values, also be able to give an 
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intelligent and elaborate description of the thousands 
of different articles placed on sale. Good auction- 
eers are born, not made. A person can learn to 
be a doctor, lawyer or minister, but there are no 
advantages whereby an individual may learn the 
art of auctioneering. Among the men of Allen 
County who are following this calling and achieving 
success therein is Elias Lora, who has followed this 
business for forty-five years, and who since 1912 has 
devoted his entire time thereto at West Cairo. 

Mr. Lora was born on a farm in Riley Township, 
Allen County, Ohio, March 6, 1863, a son of Peter 
and Mary (Geiger) Lora, the former a native of 
Wayne County, Ohio. Mrs. Lora was born in 
Switzerland and was a child when she accompanied 
her parents to the United States, the family settling 
in Allen County, where she grew to young woman- 
hood and met and married Mr. Lora. Following 
their marriage, they settled on a farm in Putnam 
County in 1866, and resided there for a number of 
years. At the time of his retirement Peter Lora 
moved to Bluffton, and ten years later his death 
occurred there, Mrs. Lora surviving him for a time 
and passing away in Richland Township, Allen 
County. They were faithful members of the Men- 
nonite Church and the parents of eight sons and 
seven daughters: Samuel, Peter, Elias, Christ, 
Albert, Amos, Rena, Susanna, and several children 
who died in infancy. The parents of these chil- 
dren were honorable, God-fearing people, who were 
greatly respected in their community for their indus- 
try and many sterling qualities of heart and mind. 

Elias Lora was reared on a farm in Monroe Town- 
ship, Allen County, where he secured his education 
in the district school, and until his twenty-first year 
remained on the home place, where he was associated 
with his father in farming operations. At the time 
of the attainment of his majority he married Mary 
Bowman and settled on a farm, on which he made 
his home and carried on general operations until 
1912. Mr. Lora had his initial experience as an 
auctioneer when he was but twenty-two years of age. 
His success in this direction convinced him that 
there was a field here for his abilities, and he was 
more and more encouraged by the prosperity which 
attended his further efforts. At the time he came 
to West Cairo, in 1912, he put aside all other con- 
siderations for auctioneering, and has since devoted 
himself uninterruptedly to its practice. Auctioneer- 
ing is the only profession wherein a person can dis- 
play whatever ability he may possess in different 
respects and can intermingle therein humor if he 
sees fit. There is nothing to which he may refer 
for reference, every thought being extemporaneous, 
and he must guide himself accordingly. Mr. Lora 
possesses the necessary qualifications of a knowl- 
edge of values, a pleasing and forceful address and 
ability as an extemporaneous speaker and natural 
humorist, and these qualities have served to extend 
his reputation in his specialized field of activity far 
beyond the bounds of his immediate home locality. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lora are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. As a fraternalist he is affiliated 
with West Cairo Lodge No. 856, Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. His political allegiance is with 
the democratic party, and he has served very effi- 
ciently as assessor of his township. 


WILLIAM H. Eversote. The farming element is 
very strong in Monroe Township, Allen County, for 
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this is essentially an agricultural locality, soil and 
climatic conditions combining to make it a profitable 
region for general farming. One of the men who 
has taken advantage of the opportunities presented 
for success in agriculture here, and who has gained 
thereby a comfortable competence, is William H. 
Eversole, justice of the peace, whose productive 
property is located at Columbus Grove, rural route 
No. 2 in Monroe Township. 

Mr. Eversole was born on a farm in Jackson 
Township, Allen County, Ohio, in April, 1859, a 
son of Daniel and Melvina (Tompkins) Eversole. 
Daniel Eversole was born in Perry County, Ohio, 
April 14, 1833, and was a young man when he came 
to Allen County and settled in Jackson Township, 
where he married Miss Tompkins, who was born 
November 25, 1837, in this county. In his native 
county Mr. Eversole had learned the trade of black- 
smith, and this he followed for one and one-half 
years at Lafayette, after which he purchased a small 
property two and one-half miles southwest of that 
point. While living there he was called into the 
service of the Union Army during the Civil war, 
and for 100 days wore the uniform of blue. When 
his service was completed he returned to his farm, 
on which he lived until 1866, in that year settling 
in Monroe Township. He continued to carry on 
agricultural operations here until his retirement, 
when he moved to Columbus Grove, where he makes 
his home, his wife having died in 1919. She belonged 
to the First Christian Church of Columbus Grove. 
Mr. Eversole is a republican, and has served very 
efficiently in the capacity of treasurer of Monroe 
Township and as a member of the Board of Trus- 
tees thereof. He belongs to the Grand Army of the 
Republic. Of the five children in the family three 
grew to maturity: William H.; Francis M., a resi- 
dent of Lima; and John H., of Columbus Grove. 

William H. Eversole was reared on the home 
farm in Monroe Township, where he received his 
education in the district schools. At the time that 
he reached his majority he started out on his own 
account, and for two years was a renter of land in 
his native community. At the end of that time he 
purchased eighty acres where he now lives, and 
since then has been applying himself to the develop- 
ment of one of the most fertile properties in the 
township, in the management of which he has dis- 
played excellent ability and practical intelligence. 
He has a modern residence and up-to-date buildings 
of all kinds, commodious in size and fully equipped 
as to appurtenances and appliances. He carries on 
general operations for the most part, and raises a 
good grade of all kinds of live stock. 

Mr. Eversole was married August 14, 1881, to 
Miss Emily J. Searfoss, who was born in Monroe 
Township in 1856, and reared in this township, 
where she secured her education in the district 
schools. Eight children have been born to this 
union: Hilbert E., who married Stella Major; 
Charles W., who married Sophia Basinger; Daniel 
O., who married Helen Lavan; Homer M., Fore- 
man for the Goodrich Rubber Company at Akron, 
who served with the United States Army in France 
for about ten months; Benjamin H., residing with 
his parents, who saw thirteen months of service in 
France during the World war; Walter H. and 
John R., who are single and reside with their 
parents on the home farm; and Melvina, the wife 
of Walter V. Bowers, of Beaver Dam. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Eversole and their children are 
members of the Columbus Grove Christian Church. 
Mr. Eversole is fraternally affiliated with Columbus 
Grove Lodge No. 464, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, of which he is a past noble grand, and in 
politics is a republican. He has served as township 
trustee for eight years, and for the past six years 
has occupied his present position as a justice of 
the peace. Mr. Eversole has numerous business con- 
nections and is one of the stockholders in the Mid- 
Winter Fair at Columbus Grove. 


Byron L. McDowe tt. Allen County is fortunate 
in that it numbers among its most progressive and 
energetic agriculturists men who are yet in the very 
prime of vigorous young manhood, for from them 
much can be expected in the way of development of 
the county’s inexhaustible farming resources. Byron 
L. McDowell, who is carrying on operations on the 
old Cupp farm, two and one-half miles southeast 
of Columbus Grove in Monroe Township, belongs 
to the farming class of the younger generation. He 
is a native of Putnam County, Ohio, and was born 
January 22, 1896, a son of Charles and Anna (Jones) 
McDowell, natives of the same county. 

Charles McDowell was born October 17, 1870,-and 
grew to manhood in his home locality, where he 
was married in 1895 to Miss Jones, who was born 
in this county in 1880. They have resided throughout 
their lives in Putnam County, where they are the 
owners of 220 acres of splendid farming land, and 
where they are held in the highest esteem of those 
among whom they have passed their careers. They 
are consistent members of the United Brethren 
Church of Columbus Grove. Mr. McDowell is a 
democrat in politics and has served his community 
as a member of the Board of School Directors. 
There are three children in the family: Byron L.; 
Clifford C., who assists his father in the cultivation 
of the home farm in Putnam County; and Ethel G., 
who is a student at high school. 

Byron L. McDowell was reared on the home farm 
and educated in the public schools, residing under 
the parental roof until the time he attained his 
majority. When twenty-one years of age, February 
7, 1917, he was united in marriage with Miss Neva 
McKanna, and at that time began operations as a 
farmer on his own account, taking up his residence 
on the old Cupp farm in Monroe Township, Allen 
County. Here he is carrying on general farming 
and stock raising in a progressive and industrious 
manner, and has already made rapid strides toward 
the front. He is a democrat in politics and one of 
the popular young men of his community, and he and 
Mrs. McDowell are faithful members of the United 
Brethren Church at Columbus Grove. 


Joun D. Musser. It is a noticeable fact that the 
agriculturists of any locality who have the most 
proportionately productive farms are those who take 
the most pride in the prosperity of their com- 
munity and the most active part in the upbuilding 
and development of its interests and institutions, 
and this statement holds good in Allen County. Of 
the substantial representatives of the farming indus- 
try who have contributed through agricultural work 
and public service to the advancement of this region, 
one who is well known and highly esteemed is 
John D. Musser, owner of a propertv two and one- 
half miles east and one mile north of Lafayette, 
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and a member of the Board of Trustees of Jackson 
Township. 

Mr. Musser was born at Lima, Ohio, October 31, 
1863, a son of D. A. and Mary (Evans) Musser. 
D. A. Musser was born at Marion, Ohio, June 15, 
1830, and as a young man went to Lima, where in 
1861 he was united in marriage with Miss Evans. 
She was born June 13, 1829, at Carmarthenshire, 
South Wales, and was brought to the United States 
in 1839, when her parents settled on a farm near 
Gomer. Mr. and Mrs. Musser began housekeeping 
at Lima, where they made their home until 1887, and 
in that year came to Jackson Township to make 
their home with their son, on whose farm they 
both passed away in the faith of the Presbyterian 
Church. Mr. Musser was a republican, although not 
a politican, and he and his worthy wife were the 
parents of four children: Benjamin D., who is 
engaged in farming in Jackson Township; Timothy 
E., also an agriculturalist of this locality; Anna E., 
the widow of Albert Long, of Ada, Ohio; and 
John D. 

John D. Musser acquired his education in the 
public schools of Lima, and when still a youth became 
identified with the oil business. From that time 
forward for a period covering about eighteen years 
he worked in the oil fields in different parts of the 
country and in various capacities. The more or less 
nomadic life of the oil fields, however, did not 
appeal to him, for he desired a permanent abode 
and a settled occupation, and following his marriage 
he began to apply himself to farming, a vocation to 
which he has been uninterruptedly devoted. Mr. Mus- 
ser is now the owner of forty acres of good land in 
Jackson Township, which he has brought to a high 
state of cultivation through intelligent methods and 
industrious labor, and has improvements of a modern 
character, including a comfortable and commodious 
home, substantial barns and well-built outbuildings. 
He is a general farmer and also raises a small 
amount of a good grade of stock, and is known 
for his business integrity and _ straightforward 
dealing. 

Mr. Musser married Miss Susan Dessenberg, of 
Allen County, who was born in Ashland County, 
Ohio, October 31, 1848, and died without issue 
December 15, 1917. Mr. Musser is a republican in 
his political allegiance. He has taken an active inter- 
est in public affairs, and at present is serving effi- 
ciently as a member of the Township Board of 
Trustees. 


Peter B. Amstutz. The retired colony of the 
community of Bluffton has no more highly esteemed 
a resident than Peter B. Amstutz, who after many 
years passed in agricultural pursuits is now living 
in comfortable retirement at his pleasant home 
located on his farm one and one-half miles south- 
west of Bluffton in Richland Township. Mr. Amstutz 
was born in Wayne County, Ohio, June 6, 1846, 
a son of John B. and Fannie (Lehman) Amstutz. 

John B. Amstutz was born in the canton of Berne, 
Switzerland, in 1799, and was nineteen years of age 
when he immigrated to the United States, settling 
first at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where he secured 
employment as a hired hand. Later he walked to 
Wayne County, Ohio, where he was also employed as 
a farm hand until his marriage to Fannie Lehman, 
also a native of Switzerland, and at that time earned 
ten acres of land by splitting logs and building one 
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mile of fence, carrying and putting up every rail. 
Mr. Amstutz continued his industrious work until 
he was the owner of eighty acres of land, which 
he sold in 1850 and moved to Putnam County, Ohio, 
where he bought 240 acres of land, and later added 
to this by the purchase of 200 acres for the sum of 
$600. Eventually Mr. Amstutz moved to Allen 
County, where he passed the rest of his life on a 
farm of eighty acres. By his first wife he had 
eleven children, of whom Peter B., the youngest son, 
is the only survivor. By his second marriage, to 
Catherine Herr, he had one child, Anna E., the 
wife of Theo Amstutz. John B. Amstutz died in 
1865 and his second wife died in 1854. 

Peter B. Amstutz was reared on the Putnam 
County farm and educated in the district schools, 
in addition to which he attended college one winter. 
He married Elizabeth Lugibill, who died in 1873, 
leaving two children, of whom one is living, Dinah, 
the wife of Christian Hofstetler, of Richland Town- 
ship, with six children. Mr. Amstutz was again 
married, in 1879, to Miss Leah Gerber, and they had 
eight children, of whom four are living: Amos, 
Olive, Lydia and Edwin, all single and living at 
home. The family belongs to the Mennonite 
Church, in which Mr. Amstutz is a deacon. He 
is a democrat in politics. 

During his active years Mr. Amstutz devoted his 
chief atterition to farming, but also had other inter- 
ests to share his activities. He built a factory on 
his farm for the manufacture of wooden forks and 
hand hay rakes. This factory was destroyed by 
fire in 1912, but was rebuilt in 1913 and is now 
utilized for sawing lumber and turning broom and 
mop handles, which are shipped to various large 
points for distribution to the trade. He is likewise 
the owner of another farm, and is a stockholder in 
the Bluffton Milling Company and the Milk Con- 
densing Plant at Bluffton. While he is retired from 
active labors, he takes part in the supervision 
of his various enterprises, in connection with which 
he has always been known as a man of sound busi- 
ness integrity and ripe judgment, while as a citizen 
he has public spiritedly supported all worthy move- 
ments. 


Wii1AmM A. PuHILiirs, who is proprietor of the 
Maple Lane Farm, a tract of eighty acres in sec- 
tion 2, Jackson Township, is one of that class of 
citizens who contribute faithfully to the advance- 
ment of the section in which they make their homes. 
This class is the one to further public improvements, 
to establish permanent enterprises, and, in an agri- 
cultural region, these individuals are reasonably 
sure to own valuable farms, good live stock and 
modern improvements, and to make a good profit 
out of farming enterprises. — 

Mr. Phillips was born on the farm which he now 
owns and operates June 2, 1873, a son of Sanford P. 
and Mary E. (Huber) Phillips. His father was 
born in Knox County, Ohio, and was brought as a 
child to Allen County by his parents, the family 
settling in Richland Township, where he met and 
married Miss Huber, a native of this county. Fol- 
lowing their union they settled on the farm now 
occupied by their son in Jackson Township, on which 
they lived from 1871 until 1906, then removing to 
Richland Township. That was their home until 1910, 
when they went to Monroe County, Michigan, where 
they now live. They are active members of the 
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Methodist Episcopal Church and the parents of two 
children: William A.; and Archie, a mechanic resid- 
ing at Bluffton, Ohio. 

William A. Phillips was educated in the public 
schools of his native township and was reared on 
the home farm, which he eventually purchased from 
his father in 1906. This property has been carefully 
improved and intelligently cultivated. Mr. Phillips 
is a capable general farmer and a breeder of a good 
grade of live stock, and is a business man of high 
principles and sound integrity. He is a member 
of the Golden Ridge Grange, which he serves as 
business agent, and is a stockholder in the Farmers 
Co-operative Elevator at Lafayette. 

On October 3, 1894, Mr. Phillips was united in 
marriage with Miss Mettie B. Youngman. They are 
consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in the work of which they are active, 
Mr. Phillips being a member of the Offical Board 
of the church and superintendent of the Sunday 
School. He has always been a supporter of worthy 
enterprises of a civic and educational character, and 
he and his wife are well and favorably known in 
social circles, their hospitable home being at all 
times open to their many friends. 


MicHAeEt Lona. The fertile fields of Allen County 
have furnished some of its best citizens with the 
means of working out their life’s destiny and of 
laying up for themselves a comfortable provision 
for later years. Among the honored residents of 
this county who have found contentment and suc- 
cess in agricultural work, and who at the same time 
have gained the good will and esteem of their 
associates, is Michael Long, still carrying on his 
operations in Jackson Township. 

Mr. Long was born on a farm in Westmoreland 
County, Pennsylvania, February 13, 1853, a son of 
John T. and Barbara (Long) Long, natives of the 
same state and county. They were reared, educated 
and married there, but in 1854 migrated to Allen 
County, Ohio, arriving August 20 and settling on 
a farm in Jackson Township, on which they spent 
the remainder of their lives. Mr. Long was a deino- 
crat in politics and a man highly respected in his 
community, and he and his wife were honest, God- 
fearing people who were devout members of the 
Reformed Church. They were the parents of ten 
children, of whom six are living: Mary, the widow 
of John F. Shuffer ; Michael, of this notice; Lizzie A., 
the wife of John Rhodes, a farmer of Allen County; 
Jonas, who is engaged in farming in Hardin County, 
Ohio; Tobias, who is engaged in farming in Jack- 
son Township; and Emanuel A., who is also engaged 
in farming in Jackson Township. 

Michael Long was brought from Hemfield Town- 
ship, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, to Allen 
County, Ohio, when he was an infant and was 
reared on the Long farm in Jackson Township, in 
which community he was sent to the public school. 
He lived with his parents until he was twenty-four 
years old, and September 7, 1876, was united in 
marriage with Miss Leah Anspauch, who was born 
May 2, 1854, in Liberty Township, Allen County. 
Following his marriage Mr. Long rented a farm in 
Allen County for nine years, after which he pur- 
chased his present farm of eighty acres in Jackson 
Township, in addition to which he owns thirty acres 
in Liberty Township, Hardin County. He is a gen- 
eral farmer and also raises a good grade of live 
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stock, and has his farm well improved with good 
buildings and modern equipment. His standing has 
always been that of an honorable man of business 
and he is a stockholder in the Farmers Elevator at 
Ada. His political affiliation is with the democratic 
party. With his family he belongs to the Reformed 
Church, in which he has served as elder. In recent 
years Mr. Long had the novel experience of a jour- 
ney in an aeroplane, having made a trip from two 
miles east of Ada to his farm, the journey having 
been made at an altitude of 3,000 feet. He thor- 
oughly enjoyed his ride, and had the distinction of. 
having been the most elderly man who had been 
taken on such a journey by his pilot up to that time. 

Five children have been born.to Mr. and Mrs. 
Long: Emmett E., a graduate of the Lafayette 
High School and the Ohio Northern University at 
Ada, who is now a teacher of the commercial class 
in that institution; Clara, the wife of Wilbur Rhodes, 
a farmer of Allen County; Jennie, a graduate of the 
Lafayette High School, who is the wife of Victor F. 
Clum, an agriculturist of this county; Charles C., 
who is engaged in farming in Jackson Township; 
and George G., who assists his father on the home 
farm. Mr. Long and the members of his family 
have always been staunch supporters of movements 
tending toward the advancement of the interests of 
their home community. 


Tuomas L. Herser. Many of the more progres- 
sive farmers of Allen County are specializing on 
certain distinct lines and are succeeding much better 
than if they had confined their operations to the 
regular routine. In the field of hog breeding 
Thomas L, Helser, of section 26, Jackson Town- 
ship, has become known as an excellent judge 
of live stock, and his property is known as the 
breeding place of Spotted Poland China swine, a 
line of business endeavor in which he has attained 
well-merited success. 

Mr. Helser was born on a farm in section 36, 
Jackson Township, May 24, 1864, a son of John W. 
and Amelia (Seiotz) Helser, natives of Perry 
County, Ohio. ‘They were children when brought 
by their respective parents to Allen County, and 
after their marriage settled on a farm in Jackson 
Township, where they resided until 1893. In that 
year they retired and moved to Lima, but after 
four or five years in that city went to Lafayette, 
where Mr. Helser died, Mrs. Helser subsequently 
going back to Lima, where her death occurred. 
They were members of the Lutheran Church, in 
which Mr. Helser was an elder for many years. 
He belonged to Jackson Grange and Sagar Lodge 
No. 513, Free and Accepted Masons, and in poli- 
tics was a democrat. A highly esteemed man, he 
possessed the confidence of his fellow-citizens, and 
for a time served as a member of the Township 
Board of Trustees. There were four children in 
the family: Thomas L.; Ida B., the wife of Ed 
Holman, of Lima; Joseph E., of that city; and 
Ira, who died at the age of sixteen years. 

Thomas L. Helser was given his education in 
the district school near his home in Jackson Town- 
ship, and was reared on the farm in section 26, 
where he assisted his father until reaching the 
age of twenty-one years. He was married June il, 
1887, to Miss Jennie Growdon, who was born 
November 28, 1864, in Auglaize Township, Allen 
County, and of the children born to this union 
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five are living: John P., a farmer near the place 
of his birth, who married Mary Sheller; Ruth, the 
wife of Willis Ross, a farmer of Monroe Town- 
ship, Allen County; Howard B., also an Allen 
County agriculturist, who married Daisy MclIlwain; 
Lois, a graduate of the Lafayette High School and 
the Ohio Northern University at Ada, who is 
stenographer for the Allen Farmers Bureau; and 
Sarah, who is unmarried and lives with her parents. 
_ Following his marriage Mr. Helser started opera- 
tions on his own account as a general farmer, but 
gradually began specializing in the breeding ‘of 
swine, and this forms his chief interest at this 
time on his 196-acre farm. He has found the 
Spotted Poland China hog to be an excellent strain, 
and now has a large number of the animals, headed 
by a registered individual, with from fifteen to 
eighteen brood sows. For the greater part he dis- 
poses of his hogs at private sales, which have been 
some of the largest ever held in this part of the 
county. Mr. Helser is a man of strict business 
integrity and a valued member of Jackson Grange, 
being also a stockholder in the Farmers Co-opera- 
tive Elevators at Lafayette. In political faith he 
is a democrat, but has not sought public honors. 
Good movements which prove themselves practical 
and beneficial find in him a stauch and generous 
friend. Mr. Helser is well known in fraternal 
circles, belonging to Sagar Lodge No. 513, Free and 
Accepted Masons, of which he is a past master 
and which he has represented three times in the 
Grand Lodge of the state. 


Joun E. Eversote. Jackson Township has become 
noted for its men who have a thorough knowledge 
of agricultural conditions and the science of breed- 
ing stock. Perhaps the conditions in this part of 
the state are as near ideal as anywhere for the 
successful raising of huge crops of grain and other 
produce, and the fertile pastures are especially 
adapted to the needs of the stock raiser. Of the 
men who have accepted the opportunities offered 
in this locality and thereby have acquired success, 
one who has attained enviable standing is John 
E. Eversole, the owner and operator of a well- 
cultivated farm just south of the corporation limits 
of Lafayette, and a breeder of Jersey cattle. 

Mr. Eversole was born in Jackson Township, 
Allen County, June 2, 1862, a son of Lemuel and 
Sarah (Nash) Eversole, the former a native of 
Perry County, Ohio, and the latter of Jackson 
Township. Lemuel Eversole was a young man 
when he migrated to Jackson Township, and after 
his marriage settled down to farming, in which he 
was engaged until the Civil war period. In 1863 
he enlisted in the Union Army and served 100 days, 
following which he returned to ‘his farm and 
continued operations thereon during the remainder 
of his life. He and his worthy wife were members 
of the Lafayette Christian Church and were highly 
respected members of their community, where they 
had numerous friends. They were the parents of a 
large family of children, of whom nine are living: 
George A., who is engaged in farming in Ashta- 
bula County, Ohio; Eliza J., the wife of L. B. 
Harrod, a farmer of Auglaize Township, Allen 
County; John E., of this notice; Frank J., of 
Lima; C. A., a farmer of Auglaize Township; 
Elvie C., the wife of Edgar Eubanks, of Chicago, 
Illinois; Daniel B., of Ada, Ohio; Ora D., the wife 
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of Ansel Winegardner, of Jackson Township; and 
Ralph L., a farmer of this Township. 

John E. Eversole secured his education in the 
district schools of Jackson Township, and was 
reared on his father’s farm, where he acted as 
assistant to the elder man until he was eighteen 
years of age. Having learned the trade of car- 
penter, he followed that vocation for a number of 
years, and developed into a contractor and builder, 
erecting numerous structures in this community 
which still stand as mounments to his skill and 
good workmanship. Mr. Eversole was married in 
1883 to Miss Jennie Heffner, who was born, reared 
and educated in Jackson Township, a daughter of 
Jacob and Christian Heffner. To this union there 
were born six children. Carrie E., a graduate of 
Lafayette High School, is now the wife of Jesse O. 
Lentz, an Allen County agriculturist; Gertrude, 
also a high school graduate, is the wife of John 
Shrider, a resident of Fremont, Nebraska; Hazel, 
a graduate of high school, is the wife of John P. 
Guthrie, of Detroit, Michigan; Donald V., a Jack- 
son Township farmer, who married Blanche 
McKee; John W., a graduate of a business college 
in Fremont is now a resident of Jackson Town- 
ship. He is a veteran of the World war, during 
which he saw active service at the front in France; 
Carl is attending high school. Mr. and Mrs. Ever- 
sole and their children are members of the Chris- 
tian Church. 

After his marriage Mr. Eversole turned his atten- 
tion to farming and eventually gave up the busi- 
ness of contracting and building in order to devote 
himself unreservedly to the tilling of the soil and 
the breeding of Jersey cattle, of which he now 
owns a fine and valuable herd. His well-cultivated 
farm consists of 110 acres in Jackson Township, 
just outside of Lafayette, and is improved with 
modern buildings and up-to-date equipment, which 
evidences the progressiveness and good manage- 
ment of the owner. Mr. Eversole is a stockholder 
in the Farmers Co-operative Elevator at Lafayette 
and has a high standing in business circles. Fra- 
ternally he is affiliated with Sagar Lodge No. 513, 
Free and Accepted Masons, and he and Mrs. Ever- 
sole are popular members of the Order of the 
Eastern Star. In politics Mr. Eversole is a republi- 
can. He has rendered valuable service to his com- 
munity in several positions of trust and responsi- 
bility, having been a member of the Board of 
Directors of the County Infirmary for four years, of 
the Township Board of Trustees three years and 
of the Board of School Directors several terms, 
his public record being an excellent one, charac- 
terized by conscientious and constructive service. 


Cuartes M. Contris. By an extensive and hon- 
orable career as a farmer and buyer and shipper 
of live stock Charles M. Contris has succeeded to a 
place of recognized preferment among the business 
men of the Lafayette community, where his thought- 
ful consideration of others and his public-spirited 
support of worthy measures have gained for him 
public confidence and good will. He is a product 
of this part of Allen County, having been born at 
Lafayette December 5, 1882, a son of M: and Emma 
(Corbet) Contris. 

M. Contris was born in Wayne County, Ohio, and 
as a lad was brought to Lafayette. He turned his 
attention to agricultural pursuits, in which he 
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started in a modest way and gradually developed 
into one of the most substantial citizens of his 
locality. As a farmer and stock buyer his opera- 
tions reached large proportions, and through the 
medium of his own efforts he accumulated approxi- 
mately 500 acres of land. He was a democrat in 
politics and a man who took an interest in the 
affairs of his community, although not as a seeker 
for office. Mr. Contris married Emma Corbet, a 
teacher in the public schools, daughter of the 
Reverend Corbet, a minister of the Lutheran 
Church. She was born in Guernsey County, Ohio, 
and was a child when brought by her parents to 
Allen County. Five children were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Contris, of whom four are living: William W., 
a stock buyer of Westminster, Ohio; Charles M.; 
Nora, a graduate of Lafayette High School and 
now the wife of Clyde Thayer of Phoenix, Arizona; 
and Edna, a graduate of Latayette High School and 
Wittenberg College, who is now a teacher in the 
public schools of Phoenix. 

Charles M. Contris was given excellent educa- 
tional advantages in his youth, attending the local 
schools, the Lafayette High School and the normal 
school at Ada. For two years after -leaving the 
latter he taught school in the rural districts, but 
eventually turned his attention to the stock busi- 
ness, in which he has won marked success. He 
handles hogs, cattle, sheep and horses, buying and 
shipping extensively, and has established a name 
for integrity in his transactions and a reputation as 
an excellent judge of live stock. Mr. Contris is a 
member of Sagar Lodge No. 513, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Ada Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, and 
Lafayette Lodge, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, in all of which he has numerous friends. 
In politics he is a democrat. He has not sought 
public office, but takes a good citizen’s interest in 
political and civic affairs. 

Mr. Contris was married in 1908 to Miss Hulda 
Herr, who was born in Jackson Township, Allen 
County, and educated in the Lafayette High School, 
of which she is a graduate. Five children have been 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Contris: Lucile, Marguerite, 
Charles, Esther and William. Mrs. Contris, who is 
a lady of numerous accomplishments, and who, like 
her husband, has many friends in this locality, is 
an active and helpful member of the Christian 
Church. 


Joun C. Marsu, whose various connections at 
Lafayette have made him one of the leading citizens 
of that community, has spent his entire life in 
Allen County, where he has become well and widely 
known to the citizens. As agriculturist, public 
servant and prominent fraternalist he has occupied 
positions of trust and responsibility, in all of which 
he has displayed his ability, soundness of judgment 
and integrity of character. 

Mr. Marsh was born on the old Marsh farm in 
Jackson Township, Allen County, December 8, 
1865, a son of Peter and Eliza (Cloord) Marsh, 
natives also of Allen County. Peter Marsh was 
born February 23, 1836, on the same farm as his 
son. His parents, Joseph and Elizabeth (Staley) 
Marsh, who came to Allen County as early as 
1823 and settled in Jackson Township. Joseph 
Marsh was born in North Carolina, whence he sub- 
sequently moved to Virginia, and from that state 
moved to Pickaway County, his last residence before 
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settling in Allen County. The farm in Jackson 
Township on which he located continued to be his 
home during the rest of his long and honorable 
career, and has never been out of the Marsh name. 
He and his worthy wife were members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and he was a repub- 
lican in politics and one of the community’s public- 
spirited men. There were five children in the 
family: John, William, Peter, Mary A. and Joseph. 
All of the sons served as soldiers of the Union 
during the Civil war, and Joseph died while wear- 
ing his country’s uniform. 

Peter Marsh was educated in the public schools 
of Allen County and reared onthe home farm in 
Jackson Township, on which he was living when 
the Civil war came on. With his three brothers 
he enlisted in an Ohio volunteer infantry regiment, 
with which he fought bravely until the close of the 
war, and then returned to the home place, which he 
purchased in 1876. During the remainder of his 
life he continued to cultivate his eighty-acre prop- 
erty with industry and judgment, and became known 
as one of the reliable farmers and good citizens of 
the locality. He was a republican in politics, and 
he and Mrs. Marsh were devout members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church at Lafayette, in the 
work of which they took an active part. They were 
the parents of four children, John C. being the 
only survivor. 

John C. Marsh secured a public school education 
at Lafayette and was reared on the home farm, 
where he worked with his father until the attainment 
of his majority, after which he was paid a monthly 
wage by the elder man. Mr. Marsh was married 
December 28, 1889, to Miss Lizzie Kiracofe, who 
was born in American (formerly German) Town- 
ship, Allen County, August 5, 1871. She is a grad- 
uate of the district schools. After their marriage 
they settled on the old Marsh farm, where they 
resided until 1910, at that time coming to their 
present comfortable modern home at Lafayette. 

While still residing on his farm Mr, Marsh 
received appointment as United States revenue 
agent for his district, a capacity in which he served 
very capably for twelve years. A republican in 
politics, he has long been active in the ranks of his 
party, and acted for seven years as a member of 
the Board of Elections. After completing his serv- 
ice as a United States revenue agent he became a 
member of the Allen County Liquor License Board, 
a position which he retained several years. In 
the republican party he has been a member of the 
state and county executive committees and has 
wielded much influence. 

Mr. Marsh is’ well known in fraternal circles, 
being the present master of Sagar Lodge No. 513, 
Free and Accepted Masons, and a member of Jack- 
son Lodge No. 819, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, and has unmerous friends in each order. 
He supports the movements of the Lafayette Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, of which Mrs. Marsh is an 
active member. They are the parents of one son, 
John C., Jr., born February 1, 1910. 


CuHartes N. Cium. Perhaps no part of Allen 
County has more comfortable old homes or a inore 
prosperous class of citizens than has Jackson Town- 
ship, and the farm of Charles N. Clum, situated in 
section 36, southeast of Lafayette, offers proof of 
the statement. Mr. Clum has passed his entire life 
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in this region and has contributed materially to its 
development through his agricultural work and good 
cree bs hip; both of which have been of a high 
order. 

Mr. Clum was born in Allen County, Ohio, Novem- 
ber 26, 1864, a son of Noah and Amelia (Binkley) 
Clum, natives of Perry County, Ohio. Noah Clum 
was born in 1840 and came to Allen County in 1860, 
two years later marrying Miss Binkley, who was 
born December 1, 1838, and had been brought to 
Jackson Township as a child of six years. After 
their marriage they moved to Mr. Clum’s farm of 
forty acres in section 6, Jackson Township, and to 
this they added until they were the owners of 120 
acres, all of which Mr. Clum cleared and improved. 
They were members of the Reformed Church, in “he 
work of which they were very active, and Mr. Clum 
was a charter member of the Jackson Grange. A 
democrat in politics, he was active in the ranks of 
his party, and was elected by his fellow citizens 
to two terms in the office of township trustee. He 
and his worthy wife were the parents of five chil- 
dren: Charles N.; Wilbert A., who died at the age 
of twenty-two years; Ella, deceased, who was the 
wife of John Kingler; Ollie, who died at the age cf 
nineteen years; and Bertha, who was the wife of 
U. C. Thompson, deceased. 

Charles N. Clum, the only survivor of his parents’ 
children, attended the district schools and was reared 
on the home farm. He was married November 5, 
1885, to Miss Clara Klingler, who was born in Liberty 
Township, Hardin County, Ohio, and following their 
union came to Jackson Township, Allen County, and 
settled on a farm in section 36, which has since 
been his home. Seven children have been born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Clum: Victor E., who is married and 
carries on agricultural operations on a_ property 
adjoining that of his father; Jesse E., also mar- 
ried and a farmer of this locality; Allie, the wife 
of Ira Moore, of Liberty Township, Hardin County ; 
W. A., a farmer of Jackson Township; Vernie, who 
died as the wife of Noah McClure, of Auglaize 
Township, Allen County; Corda, the wife of Paul 
Long of Jackson Township; and Carl, who is single 
and resides with his parents. 

The family belongs to the St. Paul’s Reformed 
Church, in which Mr. Clum is a leader. He has been 
a member of Jackson Grange since he was sixteen 
years of age, and is a stockholder in the elevator 
at Lafayette. A democrat in politics, Mr. Clum has 
served capably as a member of the Jackson Town- 
ship Board of Trustees and in various other ways 
has contributed to the advancement and good gov- 
ernment of his community, where he is known as a 
reliable business man and public spirited citizen. 
Having divided 127 acres of land among his sons, 
he is still the owner of a well-cultivated and valu- 
able property of 120 acres. 


James G. Herser. Since his arrival in Allen 
County sixty-six years ago James G. Helser has 
been identified with the farming interests of this 
fertile region of the Buckeye State, and during his 
long and active experience as a tiller of the soil 
has contributed materially to his community’s devel- 
opment. At the present time he is the occupant, 
owner and operator of a well-cultivated property, 
lying in sections 23, 25 and 26, Jackson Township, 
two miles east of Lafayette, a farm which has been 
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brought to its present high state of fertility under 
his personal good management and labor. 

Mr. Helser was born in Perry County, Ohio, 
September 21, 1845, a son of Elijah and Eliza 
(Eversole) Helser, natives of the same county, the 
former born in November, 1815, and the latter in 
1822. The parents grew to maturity in Perry 
County, where they were married, and in May, 1854, 
came to Allen County and settled on a farm of 240 
acres in sections 25 and 26, Jackson Township, which 
continued to be their home during the remainder of 
their lives. While Mr. Helser followed farming, he 
was a Carpenter and cabinet maker by trade and 
engaged in these vocations throughout his career 
as a means of adding to his income. A man of 
sterling traits of character and of good citizenship, 
during his residence in Perry County he acted as 
township trustee, and after coming to Allen County 
was elected treasurer of Jackson Township. He and 
his worthy wife were members of the Dunkard 
Church and were the parents of nine children: 
John W., deceased; James G.; Peter F., deceased; 
Lemuel L.; Daniel O.; Sarah A., deceased; Melvina 
C., deceased; George E.; and Jennie E., deceased. 

James G. Helser obtained a district school educa- 
tion near the home farm, on which he was reared 
and where he was his father’s assistant. He has 
always lived on his present property, a part of which 
he inherited at the death of his parents, and at one 
time was the owner of 200 acres of land. Of this, 
however, he gave his son 100 acres at the time of 
the latter’s marriage, and now has 100 acres in 
sections 23, 25 and 26, which he devotes to general 
farming ventures. He has been content to center 
his activities in his farm and has not sought public 
honors, but takes a keen and intelligent interest in 
the affairs of the day, particularly as they affect his 
community and its people, and is a supporter of 
worthy movements. In politics he supports the prin- 
ciples and candidates of the democratic party. He 
and his worthy wife are consistent members of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, in which he was a 
deacon and elder for many years. His fraternal 
affiliation is with Sagar Lodge No. 513, Free and 
Accepted Masons, of which he was master in 1910 
and 1911, while Mrs. Helser is a member of the 
Order of the Eastern Star and much interested in 
its work, 

On December 23, 1866, Mr. Helser was united in 
marriage with Miss Sarah Long, of Jackson Town- 
ship, who was born in Holmes County, Ohio, Decem- 
ber 24, 1842, and to this union there were born three 
children, of whom one survives: Lewis O. Lewis O. 
Helser is one of the progressive and enterprising 
agriculturists of Jackson Township, where he is 
operating a farm of 160 acres adjoining that of his 
father. He married Miss Ethel Sagar, grand- 
daughter of Doctor Sagar, the elder, one of the 
greatly respected men of his day in this locality, 
and they have three children: Otto H., Lester K. 
and Elza C. 


James N. Boop. An instance of the call of the 
country rising superior to the inducements of town 
or city life is found in the career of James N. 
Boop, of Shawnee Township, who is now engaged 
in agricultural operations after many years devoted 
to other lines of endeavor. Mr. Boop has been a 
blacksmith, a hotel keeper and a merchant, but has 
found his greatest contentment and success in farm- 
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ing, and is now listed among the substantial citizens 
of his community. 

James N. Boop was born at Cedarville, Greene 
County, Ohio, August 4, 1850, a son of John and 
Elizabeth (Sanders) Boon. His grandparents, 
George and May Boop, were born in Germany and 
immigrated to the United States in 1832, settling at 
Lima at a time when there were but four houses in 
that now thriving city. Mr. Boop bought a small 
piece of land there, which he later traded for an 
eighty-acre farm adjoining the County Farm, and 
there rounded out his career as a farmer, dying in 
1867, while his widow survived him several years. 
John Boop was born in Bath Township, Allen 
County, and as a young man left the home farm 
and went to Cedarville, Greene County, where ke 
learned the trade of carpenter. In 1852, while work- 
ing on the first steam flour mill at Cedarville, he 
met an accidental death. His widow lived for a 
time at Jamestown, Greene County, but in 1856 came 
to Lima with her two daughters and one son. She 
was subsequently married to James F. Smith, of 
Jamestown, a farmer and stock raiser, and resided 
at Waynesfield. 

After the second marriage of his mother James N. 
Boop went to live with an uncle, Martin Boop, of 
Bath Township, Allen County, with whom he made 
his home until 1866, acquiring his education there 
in the district school. He then went to Sidney, 
where he was employed on the pike road for about 
three months, subsequently going to Waynesfield, 
where he began to work for a step-uncie, A. C 
Smith, by whom. he was employed three years. 
Going then to St. Johns, Ohio, Mr. Boop learned 
the blacksmith trade, and while there, in February, 
1872, married Henrietta Bush, who was born at 
St. Johns, a daughter of W. M. and Margaret (Neil) 
Bush, the latter also born at St. Johns. W. M. 
Bush, a native of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, 
was a justice of the peace for forty-four years. 

Following his marriage Mr. Boop lived at St. Johns 
for two years and then returned to Waynesfeld, 
where he conducted a blacksmith shop for one and 
one-half years, later going back to St. Johns and 
entering into partnership with his brother-in-law, 
Joseph Bush, in the conduct of a blacksmith estab- 
lishment, an association that continued for six years. 
His next location was at Uniopolis, where he fol- 
lowed blacksmithing two years and also served as 
postmaster, and then moved to Wapakoneta, where 
for one year he was proprietor of a hotel. Dispos- 
ing of his interests there, he went to Lima and 
worked at his trade in the car shops one year, leav- 
ing that employment to become the proprietor of a 
retail liquor business. After a few years he sold 
out and purchased a farm in American Township, 
which he later sold to buy his present farm of sixty- 
two and seven-tenths acres, located partly in Shaw- 
nee and partly in American townships. Of this land 
he has about forty acres under cultivation, ihe 
remainder being in timber pasture. Mr. Boop carries 
on general farming and raises some stock, and has 
made a success of his operations. He is a republican 
in his political adherence, and is fraternally affiliated 
with the Odd Fellows at St. Johns, while both 
Mr. and Mrs. Boop hold membership in the Chris- 
tian Church. 

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Boop: William A., a widower living with his per- 
ents, who has four children, Robert E., James David, 
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Betty and Billie; Bernice Gertrude, who died aged 
four years; Fred of Akron; and Carl of near 
Gomer, Ohio. 


Oscar J. Rousu. The efficient service of the 
police department of the City of Lima is to a large 
measure attributed to the careful and well directed 
administration of its executive head, and as chief 
of the department Mr. Roush is making an admir- 
able record. ; 

Oscar Jacob Roush was born in Bath Township, 
this county, in 1885, and is a son of John K. and 
Katherine (Hertzog) Roush. His paternal great- 
grandfather was born in Germany, and upon coming 
to America settled in Pennsylvania, where he passed 
the remainder of his life. His son Joseph, grand- 
father of Lima’s chief of police, came from the old 
Keystone State to Allen County, Ohio, where he set- 
tled in Bath Township and developed the excellent 
farm on which he and his wife remained until their 
deaths. John K. Roush and his wife still reside on 
their farm in Bath Township, and he is one of the 
substantial and honored citizens of the county. 
Oscar J. is their only son and the daughters are five 
in number. 

The invigorating discipline of the home farm 
compassed the childhood and youth of Oscar J. 
Roush, and he was associated with the activities of 
the home farm until he was twenty years of age. 
In the meanwhile he had profited fully by the advan- 
tages of the district schools. For one year 
Mr. Roush was employed as a blacksmith helper at 
Lima, and for eight years thereafter he was in the 
employ of the Crystal Ice Company of this city. 
He then, in 1914, became one of the patrolmen 
constituting the police force of the city, and there- 
after was for two and one-half years in service as a 
“plain clothes” policeman, with detective functions. 
His heroism and efficient service in connection with 
the Lima street railway riot of September 17, 1917, 
led to his appointment, on the 30th of the same 
month, to the office of chief of police, a merited 
promotion that was conferred upon him by Mayor 
Simpson. His service in this important municipal 
position has fully justified his appointment to the 
office, and his record has been marked by the suc- 
cessful handling of a large amount of police work 
of important order, including the capture of two 
murderers. His reappointment under three consecu- 
tive municipal councils indicates the general appre- 
ciation of his efficiency in maintaining law and order 
and materially reducing crime in Lima. In 1918 
3,116 arrests were made by the police department, 
and in 1919 the number was only 1,836. It is 
worthy of note in this connection that the record for 
the year 1918 showed twenty-four arrests for bur- 
glary and larceny, thirty-three for grand larceny 
and 151 for petty larceny. In the following year 
there were thirty-five arrests for burglary and lar- 
ceny, forty-three for grand larceny and 158 for 
petty larceny. The year 1919 recorded only fifteen 
arrests for burglary and larceny, a similar number 
for grand larceny and fifty-six for petty larceny. 

Chief Roush is an appreciative and popular affl- 
iant of the local organizations of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles, is a stalwart advocate of the principles 
of the democratic party and is a commnuicant of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. His name is still 
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enrolled on the roster of eligible bachelors in his 
native county. 


WititraM M. Patrerson. Five miles northeast of 
Spencerville is located one of the good farms of 
Allen County, the proprietor of which, William M. 
Patterson, has lived there most of his life and in 
that locality has exemplified his best work and his 
best citizenship. The farm occupies an interesting 
place on the historic Defiance Trail. 

Mr. Patterson was born at Ada in Hardin County, 
Ohio, August 12, 1858, son of William B. and 
Sarah A. (Boyd) Patterson. His father was born 
in Hardin County April 29, 1831, while his mother 
was born in Tuscarawas County of this state March 
21, 1832. They were married in Allen County and 
at once went into a portion of the heavily timbered 
area in Amanda Township, cleared some of the 
woods to make room for their first home, and 
remained there, industrious and honored citizens, to 
the end of their days. The father died October 18, 
1892, and the mother July 9, 1909. They were ear- 
nest and active members of the Hartford Christian 
Church, and the political support of the family was 
given to the democratic party. William B. Patter- 
son served as assessor of Amanda Township. He 
was the father of five children: Arthur S. T., an 
Amanda Township farmer;  Elsina C., who died 
unmarried; William M.; James A., also a farmer 
in Amanda Township; and Robert C., formerly a 
teacher in the public schools of Fulton County, now 
a resident of Roundhead, Ohio. 

William M. Patterson grew up on the farm where 
he lives today, acquired a common school education, 
and lived at home and took part in farm labors to 
the age of twenty-one. On April 24, 1880, he mar- 
ried Mary Luthi, who was born in Auglaize County, 
Ohio, September 9, 1858, and was reared in that 
county. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Patter- 
son lived on his father’s farm one year and rented 
another place three years, for a time lived in 
Auglaize County, and for many years past have 
been permanent residents of Amanda Township, 
where Mr. Patterson eventually bought out the inter- 
ests of the other heirs in the old homestead. He 
now has seventy acres devoted to his general business 
of farming and stock raising. He has made the 
farm a noted breeding center for Hampshire hogs, 
and usually runs between 125 and 150 head of this 
strain. 

Mr. and Mrs. Patterson had four children: Clare 
E., deceased; James W., a farmer in Amanda Town- 
ship; Clarence O., who spent three months in Camp 
Sherman during the World war and by his mar- 
riage to Hazel Ralston has a daughter, Clara C.,, 
born February 24, 1920; and Fred, the youngest of 
the family, died February 15, 1913. Mrs. Patterson 
passed away March 13, 1913. Mr. Patterson is clerk 
of the Hartford Christian Church and is a demo- 
cratic voter. 


Wit1aM Ditter. Owner of a substantial farm, a 
man of recognized integrity and wholesome influence 
in his community, William Diller has spent all his 
active life in Allen County and is a member of a 
family that has been identified with this section of 
northwestern Ohio for more than eighty years. _ 

Mr. Diller, whose home and farm are three miles 
west of Elida, on rural route No. 1, was born in 
American Township May 31, 1870, son of Samuel 
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and Elizabeth (Brenneman) Diller. His father 
was born in Pennsylvania in 1835 and his mother 
in Fairfield County, Ohio, in 1836, and both were 
brought when children by their respective parents to 
Allen County, where they grew up and after their 
marriage settled on a farm in American Township. 
Samuel Diller owned 160 acres there, and was widely 
known over the country as a successful farmer and 
citizen of unimpeachable character. He was a dermo- 
crat and a member of the Mennonite Church. Sam- 
uel Diller and wife had nine children, five of whom 
are still living: George, a farmer in American Town- 
ship; Barbara, wife of A. B. Weaver of Marion 
Township; Samuel S., who lives on a farm in 
American Township; William; and Andrew, a 
Marion Township farmer. 

William Diller grew up on his father’s homestead, 
where he lived to the age of twenty-one. He acquired 
a good education in the local schools. On June 28, 
1891, he married Anna R. Shank. Mrs. Diller was 
born in Missouri November 9, 1872, daughter of 
David and Sarah (Bowman) Shank. Her parents 
were born and married in Virginia, soon afterward 
moved out to Missouri, where the mother died, and 
her father died in Howard County, Indiana. From 
early girlhood Mrs. Diller lived largely among 
strangers, had to work for her living, and attended 
school only in winter terms until her marriage. 

For the first two years after their marriage, 
Mr. and Mrs, Diller rented the Diller homestead. He 
then came to his present location in Marion Town- 
ship, where he owns a well improved farm of sixty 
acres. He is also a stockholder in the Elida Equity 
Exchange, is a democratic voter and he and his 
family are all members of the Mennonite Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Diller had eight children. Two are 
now deceased, Laura and Vera. Those living are 
Lissa, Arthur D., Clara, Wilmer, Osie and Della. 
The daughter Lissa, born July 15, 1892, is the wife 
of A. S. Brenneman and lives in Amanda Town- 
ship. The son Arthur, who was born October 10, 
1895, is a graduate of the Elida High School, spert 
two years in college, and during the war was 
employed in reconstruction and relief work, spend- 
ing thirteen months in France. 


Mary E. WIESENMEYER Witson. Wholly devoted 
to home and domestic duties, doing through all the 
best years of her life the lowly but sacred work 
that comes within her sphere, there is not much to 
record concerning the life of the average woman. 
And yet, as man’s equal in every qualification save 
the physical, and his superior in the gentle, tender 
and loving amenities of life, she fully merits a much 
larger notice than she ordinarily receives, and the 
writer of these lines is optimistic enough to indulge 
the opinion that in the no distant future she will 
receive due credit for the important part she acts 
in life’s great drama and be accorded her proper 
place in history and biography. 

Mary E. Wiesenmeyer was born in Amanda 
Township, Allen County, on September 18, 1872, the 
daughter of George and Eva (Haas) Wiesenmeyer. 
Both of her parents were natives of Germany, the 
father born on June 26, 1830, and the mother on 
March 3, 1836. George Wiesenmeyer came to the 
United States in 1851 and settled at Delaware, Ohio. 
Subsequently Eva Haas came also to this country 
with her brother and located at Delaware, where 
occurred her marriage to Mr. Wiesenimeyer. He - 


312 


was a carpenter by trade, and they lived at Delaware 
for about ten years after their marriage. Thcy then 
came to Allen County and settled in Amanda Town- 
ship, where they still live at advanced ages, the 
father being ninety years and the mother eighty- 
four at the time of this writing. To them were 
born the following children: Caroline, the wife of 
Fred Koch of Lima; Delilah, the wife of Abraham 
Zerkel of Auglaize County, Ohio; Sophronia, the 
wife of William Russler of Shawnee Township; 
Matilda, the wife of Enos Niese of Auglaize County; 
and Mary E., the immediate subject of this sketch. 

Mary E. Wiesenmeyer was reared on her father’s 
farm in Amanda Township and secured her educa- 
tional training in the public schools. She remained 
at home until her marriage on July 28, 1892, to 
Seymour Place, who was born in Logan Township, 
Auglaize County, Ohio, on January 24, 1865. His 
parents were Smith and Martha (Whetstone) Place, 
both of whom also were natives of Auglaize County. 
Both are now deceased, the father dying in 1914 and 
the mother in 1904. Seymour Place was reared to 
the life of a farmer and in his youth received the 
advantage of a common school education. He lived 
at home until his marriage to Mary E. Wiesenmeyer, 
after which he engaged in farming on his own 
account, and followed that vocation successfully up 
to the time of his death, He was a man of indus- 
trious habits, strict integrity and good business 
capacity, and enjoyed the universal respect of all 
who knew him, his death being greatly regretted 
throughout the community. To him and his wife 
were born six children, of whom five are living, 
namely: George S., a graduate of the Spencerviile 
High School and the Ohio State University, is a 
veterinary surgeon at St. Marys, Ohio. He was 
married to Mildred Mack, the daughter of William 
Mack, and they have one child, Robert Arthur. 
Arthur L., who graduated from the Spencerville 
High School, is a veteran of the World war, having 
served nine months in the front lines of the armies 
in France. He is a stockholder in the Farmers 
Union Elevator at Spencerville, and now makes his 
home with his mother. Frederick and Freda are 
students in the Spencerville High School. Ruth A. 
is three years old. 

Seymour Place was a democrat in his political 
views and was an ardent supporter of every move- 
ment or enterprise for the general good of the com- 
munity. He and the family were members of the 
Christian Church, but his widow is now a member 
of the Zion Methodist Episcopal Church. She is 
the owner of eighty acres of excellent land, which 
she is operating to good advantage with the assist- 
ance of her son. She is a woman of most excellent 
personal qualities, moving in the best social circles 
of the community, and is held in the highest esteem 
by all who enjoy her acquaintance. 


Watter A. Ross is one of the prosperous farmers 
of Marion Township, his home being three miles 
west of Elida on rural route No. 1. He has achieved 
prosperity after an early life of considerable hard- 
ship and struggle, and has gained a position of 
esteem through the exercise of self reliance, indus- 
try and integrity in all his relations. 

Mr. Ross was born in Virginia June 1, 1876, son 
of David and Julia (Whitsell) Ross. His parents 
were natives of the same state. The father died in 
Virginia in 1880, and in 1883 the widowed mother 
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brought her family to Allen County, Ohio, and lived 
in Marion Township for a number of years, but died 
in Colorado. Both parents were devout members of 
the United Brethren Church. In the family were 
nine children: George is a minister in the Mennonite 
Church and a farmer in Allen County; Hettie, who 
is married and lives in this county; Margaret is the 
wife of Thomas Montague; Mary is the wife of 
Franklin Taylor; Jacob of Allen County; John, who 
lives in Colorado; William of Allen County; Walter 
A.; and Calvin, who is a minister of the United 
Brethren Church. 

Walter A. Ross was seven years old when brought 
to Allen County, grew up on his mother’s farm and 
lived with her until he was twenty-one, though in the 
meantime he employed most of his time working out 
for wages by the month. He acquired a common 
school education. 

August 11, 1898, Mr. Ross married Fannie Good, 
daughter of Henry Good. She was born in Marion 
Township. Into their home came ten children, and 
eight are still living, named Arlo, Omer, Henry, Bur- 
dett, Adam, Roland, Irene and Richard. 

For a number of years Mr. Ross has been busied 
with the management of his 105-acre farm. He is 
also a stockholder in the Threshing Ring and in the 


Elida Equity Exchange. The family are active 
members of the Mennonite Church of Marion 
Township. 


Tuomas Gruss. Industry, perseverance, intelli- 
gence and good judgment are the price of success 
in agricultural work in these modern days of farm- 
ing, when the hard, unremitting toil of former years 
has been largely eradicated by the scientific use of 
modern machinery and a knowledge of the proper 
treatment of the soil. Allen County has many skilled 
farmers who treat their vocation more as a profes- 
sion than a mere occupation and take a justifiable 
pride in their accomplishments, and among them is 
Thomas Grubb, proprietor of the Fertile Valley 
Farm, in Amanda Township, twelve miles southeast 
of Delphos. 

Mr. Grubb was born at Lafayette, Jackson Town- 
ship, Allen County, Ohio, September 27, 1853, a son 
of John B. and Elizabeth (Robinson) Grubb, the 
former a native of Morgan County and the latter of 
Allen County. They were married in the latter 
county, following which they settled on a farm in 
Jackson Township, although Mr. Grubb, the elder, 
was also a merchant at Lafayette, te which point 
he had come as early as 1843. He was a contractor 
on the construction of the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
and, being a tanner by trade, had a tan yard. In 
1858 he moved to a farm in Auglaize Township, and 
there spent the rest of his life in agricultural pur- 
suits. He was a member of the Grange, a democrat 
in politics and a member of the Christian Church, as 
was his worthy wife. They were the parents of six 
children, of whom three are living: Thomas; John 
A., who is engaged in farming in Allen County; 
and Elizabeth A., the wife of J. H. Buickley of 
Auglaize County. 

Thomas Grubb passed his boyhood days on the 
home farm and secured his education in the district 
schools and the select school at Lafayette. He 
remained at home until reaching the age of twenty- 
five years, at which time he rented land and began 
operations on his own account, and in 1881 was mar- 
ried to Miss Catherine Bowers, who was born at 
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Springfield, Ohio, in 1858. At that time Mr. Grubb 
purchased fifty acres of land in Amanda Township, 
and to this he has since added from time to time 
until he now has 255 acres. He has been a general 
farmer and has also been successful as a breeder 
of stock, particularly of Delaine sheep and Duroc 
hogs. He has been exceedingly active in the Grange 
movement, being a member of Jackson Grange and 


a past master thereof, and at one time was president” 


of the Allen County Grange. He also belongs to 
Acadia Lodge No. 306, Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons. As a voter he supports the democratic 
party and its candidates, and has himself filled 
several positions, having been township trustee, 
justice of the peace and member of the School 
Board, in all of which positions he displayed execu- 
tive ability and a conscientious desire to discharge 
his duties fully. Mr. Grubb holds the oldest mem- 
bership in the Methodist Episcopal Church at Allen- 
town, and has been active in the church as well as 
in the Sunday school. Mrs. Grubb also belongs to 
this church. 

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Grubb: Rollie G., a graduate of the normal school 
at Lima, Ohio, and now a commercial traveler of 
that city; Laura B., the wife of D. M. Hildred, a 
farmer of Paulding County, Ohio; and Maude B., 
the wife of Edwin Boyer, a farmer of Amanda 
Township. 


Puitrp MELANCTHON Rouscutp has had a substan- 
tial place in the community of Perry Township. for 
a long period of years. He is chiefly known as a 
practical and thorough-going farmer, though in early 
life he learned the trade of carpenter and has done 
a great deal of building work throughout his section 
of the county. 

Mr. Rousculp was born November 25, 1872, son 
of Levi and Susanna (Blank) Rousculp. His father 
was born in Perry County, Ohio, and his mother 
in Union Township, Auglaize County, Ohio. His 
paternal grandparents, Jacob and Elizabeth Rous- 
culp, were natives of Pennsylvania. The maternal 
grandfather was John Blank of Auglaize County, 
Ohio. Levi Rousculp was married in Ohio and set- 
tled in Allen County about 1856. He was a,black- 
smith by trade, and even after he bought a forty-acre 
farm in section 32 he continued working in his shop 
and did most of the blacksmithing required of that 
entire community. He subsequently added twenty- 
acres to his farm, cleared and improved it and was 
a member of that quiet industry all his days. He 
died in December, 1902, and his wife died in 1877. 
They had two children, Philip M. and John D., the 
latter a resident of Delaware, Oklahoma. sae 

Philip M. Rousculp was educated in the district 
schools of Allen County and as a boy showed 
mechanical propensities that led him to acquire the 
skill of a carpenter. On July 27, 1895, he married 
Anna S. Miller. She was born in Wayne Township 
of Auglaize County in May, 1876, daughter of John 
and Mary Anne (Crouse) Miller. John Miller was 
born in Switzerland. Mary Anne Crouse was born 
in Pennsylvania. 

After his marriage Mr. Rousculp gave the larger 
part of his time for ten years to the building of rigs 
for the oil fields. He then joined his brother and 
bought the old homestead of sixty acres, and they 
still own this place jointly. However, Mr. Rous- 
culp has also acquired twenty-four acres in section 
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21, and is one of the leading farmers of the town- 
ship. Much of his time has been taken away from 
his fields by demands for his services as a carpen- 
ter and builder, and he has erected a number of 
residences and barns in his community. 

_Mr. Rousculp served three years as assessor and 
six years as a member of the Board of Education. 
In the fall of 1917 he was elected township trustee, 
and has filled that office continuously. He is a 
democrat in politics, and a citizen well qualified to 
act in a public capacity. He is a trustee of the 
Lutheran Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rousculp have the following chil- 
dren: Muriel, Mrs. Alva L. Naus, of Union Town- 
ship, Auglaize County; Hazel, who was born Sep- 
tember 8, 1897, and died August 26, 1920, wife of 
Ortho Graham; Levi L. of Lima; John A., who was 
in the Students’ Army Training Corps at Colum- 
bus in 1917-18, and is now taking the engineering 
course in Ohio State University; Herman Philip; 
Daisy Leola; Wilbur Ward; Wilmuth Ganell; 
Adrian Dale; Alice Gail; Donald Paul, and 
Milo Millard. 


ALEXANDER J. McBripE. When an individual has 
been spared to pass the age of eighty-four, and when 
the greater part of his life has been passed in indus- 
trious application to the pursuits of agriculture, he is 
entitled to a rest and may look back over his career 
with the contentment that comes through a realiza- 
tion of work well done. Among the retired citizens 
of Allen County was one who was held in high 
respect and esteem, Alexander J. McBride, who 
passed the evening of life quietly at his comfort- 
able home on rural route No. 2, Elida, Ohio, where 
he died March 5, 1921. 

Mr. McBride was born in Ross County, Ohio, 
March 23, 1836, a son of Alexander and Leah 
(Wolfe) McBride, the former born in Maryland in 
1805, and the latter in Pickaway County, Ohio, in 
1807. Alexander McBride, the elder, went to Pick- 
away County, Ohio, in young manhood and there 
married, and for a time was a salesman of the old 
style chaff pilers and threshing machines. In 1839 
he came to Allen County, where he purchased a 
farm in the woods of American Township, upon 
which he built a hewed-log house. He succeeded 
in clearing his farm and making it productive, and 
upon it he and his worthy and faithful wife passed 
the remainder of their lives. In addition to his home 
property of 160 acres he became the owner of eighty 
additional acres, all obtained through his own 
effort and able management. He was a republican 
and he and his wife were consistent members of the 
Christian Union Church. They were the parents of 
eleven children, of whom two are living: Nelson, 
ex-auditor of Allen County, who resides in American 
Township, and Eli, who is still engaged in farming 
in that township. 

Alexander J. McBride was given his educational 
training in a log schoolhouse in the district of his 
father’s farm and was reared to the rough life of 
clearing a property from the virgin forest. Remain- 
ing at home until he was twenty-one years of age, 
at that time he started work on his own account, 
and in April, 1861, took the initial step for the 
forming of a household by his marriage to Louisa 
Baker, who was born in American Township, Allen 
County, a daughter of Jacob S. and Mary (East) 
Baker, the former born in Maryland and the latter 
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in Pickaway County, but they were married in 
Allen County, where they passed their lives as farm- 
ing people and were highly respected. Following 
his marriage Mr. McBride enlisted, in 1864, in Com- 
pany E, One Hundred and Eightieth Regiment, Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, with which he served until the 
close of the war. Returning then to his home,. he 
resumed the clearing of the farm in Amanda Town: 
ship, where he spent the remainder of his life, a 
tract of 160 acres. For many years he was known 
as one of the most industrious farmers of his town- 
ship, but the coming of age caused him to turn over 
his labors to younger and stronger shoulders. He 
was always a democrat, and in past years served as 
a member of the Board of School Directors, of the 
Board of Township Trustees and of the Board of 
County Supervisors. 

Mrs. Louise McBride died in 1913, the mother of 
three children: Orlando C., born January 2, 1862; 
Marion, born September 5, 1863; and Cora, born 
April 29, 1866. 


JoHN W. TuHompson. While for more than a 
quarter of a century John W. Thompson has lived on 
and operated one farm in Marion Township, his 
business interests have extended outside as a hay and 
grain dealer, and he is widely known by his connec- 
tions with that industry over northwestern Ohio. 

Mr. Thompson was born in Marion Township 
August 22, 1873, a son of William and Margaret 
(Holmes) "Thompson. His father was born in Cham- 
paign County, Ohio, November 26, 1828, and his 
mother was born in Fairfield County in March, 
1842. William Thompson grew up and acquired a 
common school education, and is one of the few 
survivors of the real pioneer epoch in western 
Ohio. He is at the time of this writing ninety-three 
years of age, and has lived the life of a farmer in 
Marion Township since his marriage. For many 
years he has been active in the Marion Baptist 
Church. Three children are still living: John W. 
and E. J., both of Marion Township, and Della, 
the wife of Charles Allen, of Ridge Township in 
Van Wert County. 

John W. Thompson grew up on the old homestead 
in Marion Township, and made good use of his 
advantages in the public schools. On January 24, 
1893, he married Emma Mosier, who was born in the 
same township and went through the common 
schools. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Thomp- 
son located on their present farm, where they have 
134 acres, most of it thoroughly cultivated and highly 
productive. Mr. Thompson has been in the grain and 
hay business since 1909, under the name of Thomp- 
son, Foust & Company. For two years he was con- 
nected with the management of the Ohio City Ele- 
vator, and also has managed elevators at Spencer- 
ville and Columbus Grove. He is a stockholder in 
and a member of the Board of Directors of the Elida 
Bank and a stockholder in the Equity Exchange at 
Elida, and is president of the Elida Mutual Tele- 
phone Company. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson have six children: Clif- 
ford, a farmer in Marion Township; Rolie, who 
farms the home place; Willie, Teddy, Laura and 
Orvin. The family are active members and sup- 
porters of the Middle River Church, Mr. Thompson 
being superintendent of the Sunday school. He is 
. affiliated with the Elida Lodge of Odd Fellows, the 
Delphos Encampment, and is a member of Canton 
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Orion, Patriarchs Militant No. 24 of Lima. He is 
also affiliated with the Riverside Grange and the 
Pomona Grange of Allen County, and his family 
are identified with the Grange. His sons Rolie and 
Clifford are members of the Odd Fellows at Elida, 
Ohio. Mr. Thompson has given much of his time to 
public matters, and is now president of the town- 
ship School Board and a county commissioner, 
elected on the republican ticket. 


Dart W. THomson, one of the popular young 
citizens of Lima, is a secretary and treasurer of 
both the Lima and the Shawnee Country clubs. The 
Lima Club contains the best and mst representative 
citizenship of Lima. It was founded in 1894 by 
William K. Boone, and now has 300 active members 
and 195 non-resident members. The president of the 
club is H. L. Solomon and the vice president, A. L. 
Matheney. 

Darl W. Thomson was born at Dunkirk, Ohio, 
October 15, 1897, son of John W. and Anna (Ful- 
ton) Thomson, who are still living on the old 
Thomson homestead near Dunkirk. The paternal 
grandparents were James and Elizabeth (Hind- 
baugh) Thomson, the former born in Scotland and 
the latter near Dunkirk, Ohio. The Thomsons 
settled in that section of Ohio when the country 
was filled with Indians and the land covered with 
dense timber, so that they had to blaze their path 
through the woods to their destination. The mater- 
nal grandparents of Darl Thomson were John Henry 
a Margaret (Stull) Fulton, natives of southern 

hio. 

Darl W. Thomson received a grammar and high 
school education at Dunkirk and also attended the 
Lima Business College. In 1915 he entered the gen- 
eral foreman’s office of the Cincinnati, Hamilton & 
Dayton Railway, now a part of the Baltimore & 
Ohio system. In December, 1916, he went with 
Don N. Burton handling office supplies, and on 
October 1, 1918, was inducted into the Students’ 
Army Training Corps at the Ohio Northern Uni- 
versity at Ada. On leaving the army December 
20, 1918, he became an office man for the Chalmers 
Pump & Manufacturing Company, but in October, 
1919, was appointed to his present responsible and 
pleasant duties as secretary and treasurer of the 
Lima and Shawnee clubs. He is unmarried, is a 
republican and a member of the Christian Church. 


DANIEL Oscar SNIDER. About the time he was old 
enough to vote Daniel Oscar Snider left the home 
farm in Allen County and found employment in the 
oil fields of the Lima district, but much the greater 
portion of his mature life has been spent in the 
service of the Ohio Electric Railroad Company, 
with which he has had repeated advancement in tech- 
nical responsibilities, and for a number of years past 
has been chief engineer of the company at Lima. 

Mr. Snider was born in Auglaize Township of 
Allen County, near the Town of Harrod, April 10, 
1872, a son of Amos and Elizabeth J. Snider. The 
grandfather, George Snider, came from Germany 
when twelve years of age with his parents, and grew 
up on a farm in Perry County, Ohio. In the three 
generations of the Snider family that have lived in 
Ohio most of them have been farmers. The Sniders 
came to Allen County when the country was prac- 
tically covered with dense woods, and as a family 
they did their share of the strenuous labor of clear- 


HISTORY OF ALLEN COUNTY 


ing away the timber and developing farms. Amos 
‘Snider was the second in a family of nine children, 
and the only one of that generation now living is 
George Snider in this county. Amos Snider spent 
most of his life on the home farm in Jackson Town- 
ship, but his death occurred in Lima July 28, 1916. 
His widow is still living. : 


Daniel Oscar Snider is the sixth of nine children,. 


all of whom are still living with the exception of 
the oldest son, who died September 20, 1920. As a 
boy Daniel acquired his education in the Baker 
schoolhouse, two miles from the home farm, walking 
back and forth every day during the winter terms. 
In summer his time was given to the work of the 
fields, and after he was nineteen he worked alto- 
gether on the farm until 1893, when he came to Lima 
and during the next four years worked as a teamster 
in the oil fields. Leaving that work, he became a 
lineman for the Lima Light Company, and after 
two and a half years was advanced to oiler, serving 
in that capacity six years, and at the time the new 
power house was built at Lima by,the Ohio Electric 
Railroad Company in 1900 he was given duties as 
engineer, a post for which he had splendid qualifi- 
cations, and is one of the veterans in the service of 
the corporation. Since 1917 he has been chief engi- 
neer, and had the supervision of thirty men in his 
department, but the force now numbers twenty-five 
men. 

In 1894 Mr. Snider married Bertie Norris, a 
daughter of George Norris, of Harrod, Allen County. 
They have two children, a son and daughter. Norris 
Amos, who was born in 1895, is oil tester at the 
Solar Refinery. He married Beryl Verbright, of 
Lima, and has two children, Ruth Eleanor and 
Richard. Gladys Snider became the wife of Harlin 
Prosser, general foreman of the Lima Sheet Metal 
Works, who died March 28, 1921. They had one 
child, Donald. 


Utysses M. CocHran. One of the best known 
families in Marion Township is the Cochrans, and on 
land where he was born and reared Ulysses M. Coch- 
ran is still actively engaged in his agricultural 
operations. His interests have extended to farmers 
and general business organizations, and to every 
movement in the locality to promote the general 
welfare. : 

Mr. Cochran was born July 23, 1868, a son of 
W. R. and Eliza (Baxter) Cochran. His father 
was born in Putnam County, Ohio, in 1829 and his 
mother in Fairfield County in 1833. After their 
marriage they settled on the old farm in Marion 
Township, and proved themselves people of the 
greatest worth and industry in that community. 
The father died August 17, 1812, and the mother 
April 12, 1901. For many years they were faithful 
members of the Morris Methodist Chapel, and W. R. 
Cochran was a trustee in the church and worker in 
the Sunday school. He was affiliated with Hope 
Lodge of Masons at Delphos and also filled the 
office of township trustee, being elected on the 
republican ticket. In the family were nine children: 
Clara, deceased; Keziah J., Julia, Newton, William, 
Frances, Emma, Ulysses and Isaac M 

Ulysses M. Cochran while growing up on the farm 
attended the public schools, and after getting his 
education was a successful teacher altogether for 
seventeen years, though farming in the meanwhile. 

April 16, 1891, he married Emma L. Brand, daugh- 
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ter of S. J. and Louisa (Peltier) Brand. After 
their marriage they settled on the old homestead and 
Mr. Cochran owns a well improved farm of eighty 
acres, but operates altogether 160 acres. He and his 
wife are very active members of Morris Chapel of 
the Methodist Church, and he has been identified 
with that church since boyhood. He is a trustee, 
and has contributed liberally to the maintenance of 
church activities. Mr. Cochran is a past master of 
Hope Lodge No. 214, Free and Accepted Masons, 
at Delphos, is a past high priest of Delphos Chapter 
No. 105, Royal Arch Masons, and is the present 
thrice illustrious master of Delphos Council No. 72, 
Royal and Select Masters. He is the present master 
of Riverside Grange. 

Three children were born to the marriage of 
Mr. and Mrs. Cochran: Ruth, who received a high 
school education and is the wife of C. F. Buettner; 
Charlotte, who graduated from the Delphos High 
School, from the Oxford College of Music, and is 
pursuing post-graduate courses in music and opera 
at the Conservatory of Cincinnati and in New York; 
and Byron, who died at the age of two years. 
Mr. and Mrs. Cochran are rearing a son, Clayton 
Cochran, in their home. 


Roy J. CLevencer. Located one-quarter of a 
mile north of Gomer is the well-cultivated and 
productive farm belonging to Roy J. Clevenger, one 
of the progressive agriculturists of Sugar Creek 
Township. Mr. Clevenger is a capable agriculturist 
and has also shown an interest in civic affairs, as 
well as in the institutions of education and religion 
in his community, and is accounted a substantial 
and dependable citizen. 

Roy J. Clevenger was born in section 21, Sugar 
Creek Township, Allen County, August 17, 1881, a 
son of Joseph F. and Clara (Sarber) Clevenger. 
The Clevenger family is one of the old and highly 
respected ones of this county, having been founded 
here in 1830 by the great-grandfather of Roy J. 
Clevenger, William Clevenger, who came alone in 
that year and entered a large tract of Government 
land. In 1831 he brought his family here, they being 
among the first settlers of Sugar Creek Township, 
where the family has always been identified with 
agricultural pursuits and where its members have 
been noted for their industry, honorable lives and 
good citizenship. William Clevenger was a repub- 
lican and he and his wife were consistent members . 
of the church in their locality. They were the 
parents of three children: Anna, who became the 
wife of Jacob Gander; Chloe, who became the wife 
of John Roberts; and Isaac H. 

Isaac H. Clevenger, the grandfather of Roy J., 
was born in Franklin County, Ohio, in 1828, and 
was four years of age when brought to Allen 
County, where he passed the rest of a long and 
useful life in the pursuits of the soil. He married 
Lucinda Ford, and they became the parents of the 
following children: Lizzie, who married Abe Funk; 
Benjamin, who married Mary Rimer; Joseph, who 
married Clara Sarber; William, who married Ella 
Grifith; Dr. R. E., who married Anna Davis; 
Amanda, who married P. H. Beck; Mary, who 
married C. D. Sarber; Minnie, who died as a child; 
Nora, who died in infancy; and Phoebe, deceased. 

Joseph F. Clevenger was educated in the public 
schools of Sugar Creek Township, and on reaching 
manhood followed in the footsteps of his forebears 
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and adopted the vocation of farming for his life 
work. During a long and active career he devoted 
himself to the development and improvement of his 
property, became a successful agriculturist, and won 
the confidence and respect of those among whom his 
life was passed. He and his worthy and estimable 
wife became the parents of five children: Gus, 
deceased, who was a graduate of the Tri-State Col- 
lege of Angola, Indiana; Bertha, the wife of O. T. 
McBride; Roy J.; Maude, the wife of E. J. Rey- 
nolds; and Howard, of Vaughnsville, who married 
Sarah Reynolds. 

Roy J. Clevenger was reared on the home farm 
and educated in the public school at Gomer. He 
remained on the home place until reaching the age of 
twenty-one years, at which time he married Blodwen 
Watkins, who died at the birth of her first child, 
who also passed away. On June 9, 1909, Mr. Cleven- 

‘enger married Nellie Garlock, who was born at Coal- 

town, Pennsylvania, and a graduate of the high 
school at North Baltimore, Ohio. For sevén years 
prior to her marriage Mrs. Clevenger, a lady of fine 
intellectual attainments, taught in the public schools. 
She and her husband are the parents of two chil- 
dren: Mary I., born June 11, 1910; and Margaret, 
born October 19, 1913. Mr. and Mrs. Clevenger 
are members of the Presbyterian Church, where 
Mr. Clevenger is president of the Board of Trustees. 
He is a republican in politics, and is fraternally 
affliated with Hope Lodge No. 214, Free and 
Accepted Masons. 


Perry E, Brunk. Among the substantial families 
contributed to Allen County by the old State of 
Virginia one is that of Brunk, represented by Perry 
E. Brunk, for many years a prosperous farmer and 
aizen of Marion Township whose home is west of 

lida. 

Mr. Brunk was born in Virginia June 19, 1858, a 
son of George and Mary (Weaver) Brunk. His 
parents were both natives of Virginia, the mother 
born in 1833, is still living at the venerable age of 
eighty-seven. They were married in Virginia, spent 
many years as farmers there, and when their chil- 
dren were grown they came to Allen County and set- 
tled two miles west of Elida in Marion Township, 
where the father lived until his death. As a family 
they have all been closely identified with the Men- 
nonite Church and George Brunk was a minister. 
Six children are still living: Elizabeth, wife of D. P. 
Mason; Samuel C., a farmer in Marion Township; 
Perry E.; Frank B., who is a farmer in eastern 
Virginia; Fannie, wife of O. G. Wilkin; and Lydia, 
wife of Hiram Hoover of Allen County. 

Perry E, Brunk grew up on a Virginia farm and 
acquired his education in the schools of that state. 
He was twenty years of age when he came to Allen 
County and in 1880 married Maria J. Powell, who 
was born in Virginia in 1857. For the forty years of 


their married lives Mr. and Mrs. Brunk have lived’ 


on a farm in their present locality, where he has 
sixty-five acres devoted to general crops. In addi- 
tion to his farm duties he has for many years been 
a minister of the Mennonite Church. Mr. and Mrs. 
Brunk have nine children, most of whom have fol- 
lowed professional careers: George L.,a graduate in 
dentistry and practicing at Lima; Andrew S., who 
graduated from medical college and is a physician 
at La Junta, Colorado; Mary E., living at Elkhart, 
Indiana, wife of E. E. Stutzman; Henry J., a Lima 
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dentist; who was with the army during the the 
World war, spending nine months in France; Eliza- 
beth, wife of O. G. Brenneman of Mansfield, Ohio; 
Clifford F., who is a specialist in eye, ear and throat; 
Lewis P., who is practicing dentistry at Rockford, 
Ohio; Walter, now attending a dental college and 
Lloyd S., who spent nine months with the Signal 
Corps during the World war. 


WitutaM J. Reacan. One of the well known and 
successful agriculturists of Allen County is William 
J. Reagan, who is carrying on Operations on_ his 
forty-acre property in Jackson Township. Mr. Rea- 
gan is likewise a gauger for the Buckeye Pipe Line 
Company, and a man who has won the esteem and 
confidence of the people of his community through a 
strict observance of the principles of integrity and 
good citizenship. Mr. Reagan was born August 14, 
1876, at Olean, New York, and is a son of Thomas 
and Catherine (Moriarity) Reagan, natives of 
Ireland. 

Thomas Reagan was a young man when he emi- 
grated to the United States, settling at Olean, New 
York, where he was married. At the outbreak of 
the Civil war he enlisted in the Union army and 
fought four years with a New York infantry regi- 
ment, receiving a serious wound at the battle of 
Gettysburg which eventually caused his death a num- 
ber of years after the war had closed. He was a 
member of the Grand Army of the Republic and a 
democrat in politics, and he and his wife were 
faithful members of the Catholic Church. They 
were the parents of seven children: Michael, a 
resident of Delphos, Ohio; Theresa, living at Amar- 
illo, Texas; John J., of Spencerville, Ohio; William 
J., of this review; Thomas, of Oklahoma; D. V., of 
Fort Worth, Texas; and Mary, the wife of L. H. 
Barr, of Tulsa, Oklahoma. During the period of his 
active career, Thomas Reagan was engaged in farm- 
ing in New York, and was known as a substantial 
and reliable citizen and an industrious agriculturist. 

William J. Reagan attended the public schools of 
his native community and resided on the home farm 
until he reached the age of fourteen years, at which 
time he came to Ohio and settled first in Auglaize 
County, where he worked as a farm hand for some 
years. He was married in 1898 to Miss Minerva 
Jacob, and to this union there have been born five 
sons: Ralph, a graduate of Lafayette High School, 
who is assisting his father in cultivating the home 
farm; Harold, who is a student at Lafayette High 
School; and Basil, Arthur and Delmar, who are 
attending the graded schools. The family belongs to 
the Catholic Church, which they attend at Bluffton. 
Mr. Reagan is a member of Lima Council, Knights 
of Columbus, and in politics is a democrat. On 
coming to Allen County, some time after his mar- 
riage, Mr. Reagan settled on a farm in Jackson 
Township, where he now has forty acres under cul- 
tivation. He has substantial buildings and other 
modern improvements on his land, and conducts his 
operations in a progressive and up-to-date manner. 
He is a stockholder in the Beaver Dam Farmers Ele- 
vator, as well as the elevator at Lafayette, and in 
addition to his agricultural activities acts as a gauger 
for the Buckeye Pipe Line Company. 


WILLIAM Epwarp Baxter. Three generations of 
the Baxter family have contributed their energies 
and influence to the making of Allen County the 
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community it is today, particularly in the develop- 
ment of its agriculture and related industries. A 


representative of the third generation, William’ 


Edward Baxter is one of the live and progressive 
farmers of Marion Township and has also been 
officially identified with farmers’ business organiza- 
tions, and with various other community projects, 
particularly education. For a number of years he 
was an active school man. 

Mr. Baxter, whose farm home is in section 3 of 
Marion Township, on Elida rural route No. 1, three 
and a half miles northwest of Elida, was born on 
part of the farm where he lives today, July 22, 1886, 
in the same house in which his father was born. 
His grandfather, Curtis Baxter, was born in Ross 
County, Ohio, in 1822, and in 1843 married Emily 
John. After their marriage they came to Allen 
County and settled along the Auglaize River in 
Marion Township, where they lived out their lives. 
Curtis Baxter is remembered by some of the older 
people of Allen County as a man of powerful 
physique and one well equipped for the pioneer 
responsibilities of clearing up a home from the 
woods. He was one of the founders of Morris 
Chapel of the Methodist Church and long one of 
its active members. Politically he was a republican, 
and was affliated with the Masonic and Odd Fellows 
fraternities. 

His son, Curtis Truman, was born at the old 
homestead in Marion Township, September 7, 1859, 
grew up there, and on February 1, 1881, married 
Osie Westerfield, who was born August 11, 1858. 
They became the parents of four children: Clinton 
C., a Marion Township farmer; William E.; Clyde 
M., who also farms in Marion Township; and 
Carl W., whose farming activities have likewise 
been pursued in his home township. 

William E. Baxter made the best possible use of 
the opportunities of the public schools while growing 
up, spent three terms in Lima College, took a course 
in Moody Institute, and also continued his education 
by correspondence work with the Ohio State Uni- 
versity. His career as a teacher was continued for 
thirteen years, ten years in Marion Township and 
three years in American Township. Mr. Baxter is 
also a licensed local minister of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. 

June 16, 1917, he married Miss Martha East, who 
was born in American Township. They have one 
daughter, Ruth Emily, born October 21, 1920. 
Mr. and Mrs. Baxter are active members of the 
Morris Methodist Chapel. Mr. Baxter is a member 
of Elida Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, Delphos Encampment of the same order, 
and is a prominent member of Riverside Grange. 
He is a stockholder in the Equity Exchange at Elida, 
is secretary of the Allen County Mutual Insurance 
Company, is a director of the Riverside Threshing 
Company and still gives his time and thought to edu- 
cational matters as president of the County Board 
of School Examiners. During the World war 
Mr. Baxter and his brother Carl were in Jackson 
Camp, South Carolina. 


Lewis MeEtvin BorkiIn is one of the progressive 
young farmers in Perry Township, a young man who 
started out as a renter, improved land of his own 
and has a valuable farm and is making rapid head- 
way to independent prosperity. 
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He was born in Auglaize County, Ohio, in July, 
1877, son of William R. and Barbara Helen (Sei- 
bert) Botkin. His father was a native of Mont- 
gomery County, Ohio, and his mother of Auglaize 
County. The paternal grandparents, Thomas and 
Martha (Botkin) Botkin, were natives of Virginia 
and early settlers in northwest Ohio. Thomas Bot- 
kin was at one time a boatman on the Ohio and 
Michigan Canal. The maternal grandparents, Sam- 
uel and Henrietta (Shanahan) Seibert, the former 
a native of Maryland and the latter of Virginia, 
were early settlers in Auglaize County, Ohio. L. M. 
Botkin’s parents now live on a farm in Union Town- 
ship of Auglaize County. 

Mr. Botkin had to be satisfied with the advantages 
offered by the district schools, grew up in the disci- 
pline of a farm home, and had a very small capital 
when he married and settled down to the serious 
business of life. December 25, 1902, he married Rosa 
Riley, a native of Auglaize County and daughter of 
Virginus and Elizabeth (Neil) Riley. Her father is 
a native of West Virginia and is now living in Perry 
Township of Allen County. 

For ten years, from February, 1903, until 1913, 
Mr, Botkin and wife lived on a farm they rented 
from H. M. Colvin in section 26 of Perry Township. 
Besides providing for his family Mr. Botkin saved 
some money by renting, and in 1909 bought eighty 
acres of unimproved land in section 36 of Perry 
Township. In 1913 he built his house and barn, 
moved to the farm, and has since cleared up and put 
it all in cultivation except about five acres of timber 
pasture. His profits have come from general farm- 
ing, but he has always been progressive and has 
handled both the producing and marketing end of 
his business with a rare degree of good judgment. 
Mr. and Mrs. Botkin have one daughter, Threeca 
Helen, born October 20, 1904. She married Albert 
Anderson on March 2, 1921. Politically Mr. Botkin 
is a republican and is affiliated with Lima Lodge 
No. 199 of the Order of Moose and Westminster 
Tent No. 455 of the Knights of the Maccabees. 


Gait E. Miter, M. D. Associated in practice at 
Spencerville with the veteran physician and surgeon 
Dr. Welch, Dr. Miller served as a medical officer in 
France during the World war, going into the army 
about a year after he had begun practice at Spen- 
cerville and he returned to his duties in 1919 with the 
enlarged viewpoint of a soldier and the special train- 
ing and experience of one who served in the hospi- 
tals and near the battle lines of the World war. 

Doctor Miller was born in Allen County near Elida 
February 17, 1892. His parents are Issachar and 
Mary (Baty) Miller, also natives of Allen County, 
and well known farmers near Elida. They are very 
active members of the Lutheran Church there and 
the father is a democrat in politics. There were 
four children: Grace, wife of John B. Badertscher 
of Bridgeport, Illinois; Roy W., a farmer near 
Elida; Darrell A., deceased; and Dr. Gail E. 

Doctor Miller grew up on his father’s farm and 
giving evidence of his studious inclinations he had 
all the opportunities for a liberal education. After 
finishing in the district schools he graduated from the 
Elida High School, spent one year in Thiel College 
at Greenville, Pennsylvania, and took the full four 
year course in the Ohio State Medical College, 
graduating with the Doctor of Medicine degree. He 
located at Spencerville in June, 1916, and on July 3, 
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1917, joined the Medical Corps of the Second Ohio 
Infantry. He was given his camp training in Ala- 
bama, was commissioned a first lieutenant, and on 
June 28, 1918, sailed from Montreal, Canada. In 
France after competitive examination he was pro- 
moted to the rank of captain. He was in service 
close enough to the battle lines to see the concluding 
phases of the great struggle, being assigned duty in 
the Marbache sector from October 11 to October 29, 
in the Meuse-Argonne from October 29 to Novem- 
ber 8, and the three days before the signing of the 
armistic was in the Puvenelle sector. He was con- 
tinued on duty in France until March 11, 1919, when 
he sailed for home, landing at Newport News March 
24, was discharged at Camp Sherman, April 11th, and 
reached home April 12th, resuming his professional 
work the following month. 

Doctor Miller helped organize and is now com- 
mander of the Harry J. Reynolds Post No. 191 of 
the American Legion at Spencerville. Professionally 
he is a member of the County, State and American 
Medical associations, is affiliated with the Spencer- 
ville lodges of the Masons and Odd Fellows, is a 
democrat in politics and a member of the Lutheran 
Church. November 21, 1919, Doctor Miller married 
Miss Irene Bowers. She is a graduate of the Lima 
High School, studied music at Cornell University 
and was a teacher before her marriage. They have 
one child, Gail Gene, born September 17, 1920. 


Joun H. Brinxtey. The progressive citizenship 
found in agricultural communities today, in Allen 
County as in other parts of the Middle West, has 
a good representative in the person of John H. Bink- 
ley of Auglaize Township, a man who has demon- 
strated his ability as a practical farmer and who 
largely for the good of his fellow men has done a 
great deal of work outside his farm and his own 
personal sphere of interests to keep up organiza- 
tions that are doing much to solve the problems of 
country life. 

Mr. Binkley, whose farm is in section 3 of Auglaize 
Township on the Marion road two and a half miles 
southeast of Lafayette, was born in Jackson Town- 
ship of this county May 21, 1860. He is a son of 
Solomon and Anna (Holman) Binkley, and the 
Binkleys have been in Ohio for more than a century. 
Solomon Binkley was born in Perry County, this 
state, October 10, 1829, and was thirteen years of 
age when in 1842 his father settled on the Marion 
road in section 32 of Jackson Township. His father 
entered land from the Government and as he grew 
to manhood Solomon did his part in clearing and 
developing a farm out of it. Subsequently he bought 
forty acres from his father, and after his marriage 
settled down on that tract, but in 1862 hold it and 
bought 120 acres in section 35 of Jackson Township. 
On this farm he built a substantial brick house, one 
of the best residences in the township when it was 
constructed in 1875, and he enjoyed its comforts and 
the prosperity of his labors in the fields until his 
death on May 10, 1913. His wife died at the same 
home April 19, 1908. Both were active members of 
the Christian Church at Lafayette and he was a 
charter member of the Jackson Grange, served as 
township trustee, and was a loyal democrat in poli- 
tics. These parents had five children: Cloid, of 
Jackson Township; Sarah, who was the wife of 
Martin Geyton; John H.; Amos, a farmer on the 
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old homestead; and Ida, who lives at Lafayette, 
Ohio. 

John H. Binkley grew up on his father’s farm 
and acquired his education in the local schools. He 
lived at home until his marriage on December 25, 
1891, to Miss Anna Grubb. Mrs. Binkley is a 
daughter of J. B. Grubb and a sister of Thomas B. 
Grubb and thus belongs to one of the old and sub- 
stantial families of Allen County. Mr. and Mrs. 
Binkley have four children: Howard, the oldest, is 
a graduate of the Harrod High School, also attended 
Ohio State University, and during the World war 
was with the colors at Camp Jackson, South Caro- 
lina, and now lives on a farm a mile west of Harrod. 
Ralph, the second son, married Opal Long. Homer, 
the third, is at home, and the youngest is Elizabeth, 
still attending school. 

The family are active members of the Harrod 
Christian Church, Mr. Binkley being one of its 
trustees. He is a past master of Jackson Grange, 
and is serving as president of the Lafayette Co-op- 
erative Elevator. While much of his time is given 
to organized work in behalf of his fellow farmers, 
he has also taken much interest in politics in general, 
is a democrat, and is a former trustee of Auglaize 
Township. 


WiLitAM H. Creps is owner of one of the best 
farms in Auglaize Township, in section 18, and prac- 
tically all his life his interests have been identified 
with that community. In the same neighborhood 
his grandparents settled at a pioneer date in Allen 
County ninety years ago, and the name has had every 
honorable association with the locality since then. 

Mr. Creps was born January 6, 1859, on a farm 
adjoining his present place, being in section 17. 
His parents were Sylvester A. and Ann (Shockey) 
Creps, both natives of Auglaize Township. His 
father was born in 1833 and lived to be eighty-five 
years of age, passing away in September, 1918, and 
one of the oldest and most highly respected residents 
of the county. The mother of William H. Creps 
died in 1865. Sylvester Creps died on the farm of 
his son William. He was an active member of the 
Christian Church while his wife was a Methodist. 
At the time of the Civil war he enlisted and served 
in a 100 days’ regiment. He was a republican, and 
at one time held the office of township clerk. There 
were three children: Lyman, now deceased; Albert 
A., who lives at Lima; and William H. 

William H. Creps grew up on the home farm and 
made the best of his opportunities in the local schools. 
For forty years he has been engaged in farming 
and operates 145 acres in section 18. Mr. Creps mar- 
ried for his first wife Rose A. Wooley, and the 
two sons of that union, Arthur L. and Kenneth G., 
both live in Illinois. His second wife was Eva 
McCoy, who was the mother of one child. For his 
third wife he married Laura Z. Louthan. They have 
four children: Othel I., who graduated from high 
school and spent two years in college, served as 
a soldier in the World war, spending ten months in 
France. He is now employed with a pipe line com- 
pany in Illinois. Elizabeth H., the second child, is a 
high school graduate, and the wife of Harold Bar- 
ders. Josephine had three years in high school and 
is the wife of Rev. E. M. Ryan. The youngest, 
Robert, was born in 1905, and has completed the 
work of the common schools. 
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The family are members of the Christian Church 
and Mr. Creps is president of the Board of Trustees. 
He has always been identified with the republican 
party and has performed a great deal of official duty 
in his community, having served as township clerk, 
justice of the peace eleven years, as president of the 
School Board, and also clerk and treasurer of the 
School Board. 


PETER SPRINKLE has lived all his life in Auglaize 
Township of Allen County, and for forty years has 
given his best energies to the business of farming. 
He is owner of one of the highly improved farms of 
the township near the Village of Harrod. 

Mr. Sprinkle was born not far from his present 
home on January 2, 1860, son of Henry and Phoebe 
(Mackling) Sprinkle. His father was born in Penn- 
sylvania and his mother in Perry County, Ohio. 
After their marriage in Perry County they lived there 
on a farm for several years and then moved to Allen 
County and settled near the present site of Harrod 
in Auglaize Township. They made this community 
their home the rest of their lives. The father who 
was a democrat in politics died in 1904 and the 
mother in December, 1916. Both were active church 
members. They had nine children and six are still 
living: Mary, wife of Henry King of Hardin County, 
Ohio; Margaret, widow of W. H. Smith of Harrod; 
Jacob, a farmer in Auglaize Township; Peter; 
Elvira, wife of Daniel Greenwalt; and Addie, wife 
of Reuben Clingler. 

Peter Sprinkle grew up on the homestead, had a 
district school education, and learned farming and 
assisted his father on the home place until he was 
twenty-four years of age. After his marriage he 
began a career of his own as an independent farmer, 
his affairs have prospered, and his home place com- 
prises eighty-six acres. Mr. Sprinkle is a democrat 
and has long been active as a member of the Luth- 
eran Church, serving as trustee. 

He married Lurinda Clum, who at her death left 
him two children: Stella, wife of Carl Maynard; 
and Mary, wife of Leroy Leatherman. Mr. and Mrs. 
Leatherman live on the Sprinkle farm. Mr. Sprinkle 
also has three grandchildren. For his second wife 
he married Elvira (Holman) Smith, who is also 
deceased. 


Barron BrotHers, Joseph S. and James E. Barron, 
are a firm of progressive and successful farmers in 
Auglaize Township and have worked together and 
have been partners in their business affairs for many 

ears. 
Joseph S. Barron, the senior member of the firm, 
was born in Darke County, Ohio, six miles east of 
Greenville, August 16, 1856. His parents were Lewis 
K. and Hannah M. (Shermer) Barron. His father 
was born in France in 1801, came to the United 
States when a young man and was married near 
Dayton, Ohio, his wife being a native of Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. After _his marriage he was 
employed as manager of a distillery at Union, Ohio, 
but subsequently moved to Darke County and bought 
a farm. He and his wife lived there the rest of 
their years. His last years were spent in blindness. 
He was a member of the Catholic Church while his 
wife was of the Christian denomination. Politically 
he supported the democratic ticket. These parents 
had seven children: Margaret, wife of Samuel 
Spidle; Charles A., a retired farmer living in 
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Nebraska; Lewis and Maria, both deceased; Joseph 
S.; George, a farmer in Alberta, Canada; and 
James E. 

The Barron brothers were both born in Darke 
County, Ohio. Joseph acquired a district school edu- 
cation and was at home until about the age of 
twenty-five. He then went out to Nebraska and 
took up a 150-acre homestead, working on it and 
proving his title before he returned to Ohio. He 
resumed farming in Darke County for a time, but 
subsequently went west and was a monthly wage 
worker in Iowa three or four years, and also lived 
on his land in Nebraska and farmed it some four 
or five years. After selling out his Nebraska inter- 
ests he returned to Allen County and he and his 
brother James bought 140 acres in Auglaize Town- 
ship, and together they have carried on the business 
of that farm and have been successful stock men for 
many years. 

Joseph Barron is a member of the Evangelical 
Church, is a democrat, and is affiliated with Ansonia 
Lodge No. 605 of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. 

James E. Barron accompanied his older brother 
west and spent a part of one year in Nebraska and 
lived in Iowa nine years. He is a member of the 
Methodist Church, a democrat, and is affiliated with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 


JoHN Reese. Among the well-known families of 
Allen County, one which is honorably represented in 
Sugar Creek Township is that of Reese, three mem- 
bers of which are Elmer E., Ulysses S. and Miss 
They are children of the late John 
Reese, who was for many years a highly esteemed 
citizen and capable agriculturist of this region. 

John Reese was born in Montgomeryshire, Wales, 
March 27, 1824, and was there reared. In his native 
land he married Margaret Thomas, who was born 
August 24, 1829, in the same locality, and three chil- 
dren were born to them in Wales. Seeking his for- 
tune in the New World, Mr. Reese embarked on a 
sailing vessel bound for the United States. and on 
the journey to this country all three of his children 
died on the ocean. Arriving in America in 1856, 
Mr. and Mrs. Reese came to southern Ohio and 
settled on a farm in Butler County, but in 1869 
removed to Allen County and located in Sugar Creek 
Township, where they spent many years of their 
active lives, later going to Putnam County where 
they both passed away. They were people who were 
honored and respected for their integrity, probity 
and many virtues of mind and heart, and were faith- 
ful members of the Congregational Church. Dur- 
ing the Civil war, Mr. Reese saw 100 days of service 
in the Union army, and following the war was for 
many years until his death a member of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. Mr. and Mrs. Reese were 
the parents of twelve children, of whom five are 
living: Evan T.; William M., a resident of Seattle, 
Washington; and Elmer E., Ulysses S. and Susie, . 
of Sugar Creek Township. 

Elmer E. Reese was reared on farms in Allen and 
Putnam counties, acquiring his education in the 
public schools, and on reaching maturity adopted the 
vocation of agriculture. He was married in 1893 
to Jennie Tudor, daughter of H. Tudor, who died 
August 16, 1894, leaving one son, H. Tudor, born 
June 18, 1894. He enlisted for service in the World 
war, but was taken sick at Camp Sherman and died 
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on October 3, 1918. The two brothers and the sister 
are engaged in successful operations as general farm- 
ers and raisers of live stock. They are members of 
the Congregational Church and are highly esteemed 
in their community, where they have numerous 
friends. The brothers are republican, but have not 
sought public honors, being content to evidence their 
good citizenship by their public spirited support of 
all measures tending to advance the welfare of their 
community. 


Rev. GeorGe W. Fottz has been a prominent min- 
ister of the Christian Church in northwestern Ohio 
for about forty years and has his home at Harrod, 
where he is a citizen of many property interests. 

Rev. Mr. Foltz was born in Hancock County, 
Ohio, January 7, 1850, son of Peter and Elizabeth 
(Powell) Foltz. His grandfather, Basil Foltz, set- 
tled in Fairfield County, Ohio, in 1821, just a cen- 
tury ago and acquired direct from the Government 
several hundred acres of land. He built his log cabin 
home in the midst of the woods, cleared up and 
developed a fine farm and lived there the rest of his 
life. He was a man of fine pioneer character and a 
devoted churchman. His sons were Peter, Noah, 
Philip, John, George and Daniel, and he also had 
five daughters. 

The son, Peter Foltz, after his marriage in Fair- 
field County moved to Hancock County, and followed 
the example of his father at pioneering, developing 
240 acres of wood land. He built his house there 
in 1833 and remained there the rest of his days, see- 
ing his affairs prosper. He was an active member of 
the Christian Union Church, and a democrat in poli- 
tics. By his first wife he had eight children, and by 
his second union there were nine. Of the first set 
of children four are still living: George W., Jacob, 
of Portland, Indiana; Lavina, widow of Daniel 
Wagoner of Salem, Ohio; and Lucinda, widow of 
J. W. Edwards of Findlay, Ohio. 

George W. Foltz grew up on the old homestead in 
Hancock County and besides the advantages of the 
district schools attended the Findlay High School. 
He has always kept in close touch with agricultural 
matters, and in the ministry has to a large extent 
served rural churches and communities. As a young 
man he qualified as a teacher and for twelve terms 
was engaged in school work. He has been active 
in the ministry of the Christian Church since about 
1880 and for many years has been secretary of the 
Northwest Ohio Christian Conference. Mr. Foltz 
lives in the Village of Harrod, where he owns a 
home an an acre of ground. His farming inter- 
ests are in Auglaize Township, and consist of 109 


acres. 

In 1871 Mr. Foltz married Sarah A. Schwab, a 
native of Hancock County, Ohio. She died in 1899, 
the mother of eight children, seven of whom are still 
living: Grover B., a farmer in Auglaize Township; 
Rosa B., wife of C. L. Rutter of Findlay, Ohio; 
O. H. Foltz, who holds a state teacher’s certificate 
and is connected with the Harrod schools; Charles 
C., bookkeeper in one of the large industrial plants of 
Fostoria; Earl, a farmer in Allen County; O. L. 
Foltz of Fostoria; and Virgil J., who graduated in 
music at Defiance College, is a graduate of Hiram 
College, was a soldier during the World war, and 
now lives at Cleveland. 

In 1900 Mr. Foltz married Mary F. Smith, who 
died in 1910, leaving one child, George D., now 
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attending the high school at Vaughnsville, Ohio. In 

1918 Mr. Foltz married Emma E. Monroe. 
Mr. Foltz is an independent in politics. He is 

affiliated with the Masonic Lodge at Deshler, Ohio, 

the Eastern Star Chapter at Spencerville, and the 

pee of Odd Fellows and Rebekahs at Belmore, 
hio. 


CurisTiAN Lucipitt. The distinction of having 
been the first white child now living born in Riley 
(now Richland) Township, Allen County, rests with 
Christian Lugibill, one of the oldest and most highly 
respected citizens of Bluffton. He had a sister older 
than himself who died in infancy, and she was the 
first white child born in Richland: Township. Chris- 
tian Lugibill, an octogenarian, has nassed his life in 
this community, where for the most part he has 
applied his energies to the carpenter trade, many 
evidences of his skill and good workmanship being 
found in this locality. He was born November 13, 
1836, a son of John and Catherine (Staufer) Lugibill, 
natives of Germany. 

John Lugibill was eighteen years of age when he 
immigrated to the United States in 1825, settling first 
in Wayne County, Ohio, with a brother and sister, 
and remaining there until after his marriage. In 
1834 he came with his young wife to Allen County 
and settled near the present site of Bluffton, where 
he passed his life in agricultural pursuits. Mrs. Lugi- 
bill was born in Alsace, France, in 1818, and came 
to the United States with her parents in 1820, the 
family settling in Wayne County, where she met and 
married Mr. Lugibill. They were honest, indus- 
trious, God-fearing people and faithful members of 
the Mennonite Church, in the work of which they 
were active. They had six children, the oldest and 
youngest of whom died in infancy, while the others 
were: Elizabeth, whe became the wife of Nicholas 
Schaublin and died leaving one child; Barbara, who 
became the wife of Jacob Gable and died leaving 
seven sons; Emanuel, deceased, who married Eliza- 
beth Amstutz and left six children; and Christian. 

Christian Lugibill has passed his life in Allen 
County, with the exception of a short time spent in 
travel. His education was secured in the little log 
schoolhouse of his community, and his boyhood was 
passed on the home farm, where he assisted his 
father until he reached the age of twenty years. At 
that time he learned the trade of carpenter, and this 
constituted his chief occupation to the time of his 
retirement in 1920, when he was nearing the advanced 
age of eighty-four years. For a number of years 
Mr. Lugibill was head carpenter for the Lake Erie 
& Western Railway, having charge of thirty mechan- 
ics, and in all his activities showed himself a man of 
steady purpose, practical ideas and thorough mastery 
of his trade. 

Mr. Lugibill married first Verena Schaublin, who 
was born in Switzerland and was an infant when 
brought to the United States by her parents. To 
this union there was born one child, Emma, now the 
wife of John A. Ferrell. Mrs. Lugibill died in 1882, 
and for ten years thereafter Mr. Lugibill remained 
single, during which time he took a trip to Europe, 
where he remained some time. Returning to the 
United States, he married Maria Hager, and they 
became the parents of three children: Dent, now with 
the National Supply Company of Toledo, who went 
to France with the American Expeditionary Forces 
during the World war and was at the front for 
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nearly a year; Rose, the wife of Warren Newlan; 
and Esta, a graduate of the Bluffton High School 
and Bluffton College and residing with her father. 
The mother of these children died October 8, 1911. 

Mr. Lugibill is a member of the German Reformed 
Church at Bluffton, as was also Mrs. Lugibill. He 
is past noble grand of the Odd Fellows Lodge here 
and past chief patriarch of the Encampment of that 
body. In politics a democrat, he has taken an active 
and helpful interest in civic affairs, and has served 
as a member of the Bluffton Council, the township 
Board of Trustees and the Waterworks and Light 
Board of Bluffton. Mr. Lugibill is in comfortable 
circumstances as a result of his many years of indus- 
trious labor, and owns four acres of land in the 
corporation of Bluffton. His long career has been 
characterized by steadfast adherence to principles of 
integrity and honorable living, and his declining years 
are filled with the contentment that comes from a 
knowledge of a life well spent. 


Henry GAtraspieE. While he was long identified 
with the educational affairs and in public office in 
Allen County, Mr. Gallaspie for the past fourteen 
years has been an active farmer in Marion Township. 
His farm and home are five miles southeast of Del- 
phos on Elida rural route No. 1. 

Mr. Gallaspie was born in Bath Township of 
Allen County December 21, 1857, son of Henry and 
Lucinda (Davidson) Gallaspie. His father was born 
in Holmes County, Ohio, and his mother in Coshoc- 
ton County. Both the Gallaspie and Davidson fami- 
lies were pioneers in Allen County. Andrew Gal- 
laspie, grandfather of Henry, brought the name to 
this county in 1832 and was one of the pioneers who 
helped clear up the wilderness of Bath Township, 
where he and his wife spent the rest of their years. 
Henry Gallaspie, Sr., was married in Allen County, 
lived for some years in Amanda Township, but died 
in Bath Township while his wife passed away in 
Marion Township. Of their three children only 
Henry survives. Nancy J., the oldest, died at the 
age of thirteen, and C. A., the youngest, is also 
deceased. 

Henry Gallaspie grew up on a farm, acquired a 
district school education, and preparatory to teach- 
ing took the classical course at the Ohio Normal 
University at Ada. For twelve years he was identi- 
fied with school work in country districts. From 
1900 to 1906, a period of six years, Mr. Gallaspie 
was deputy probate judge of Allen County, and since 
then has been engaged in farming. : 

In 1882 he married Jane Laman, daughter of 
Joseph Laman. She was born in Marion Township. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gallaspie have ten children: William 
A., Cora B., Effie M., Clarence J., Mabel P., Myrtle 
A., Edward L., Marion, Elizabeth and Grace. The 
son Edward L. was with the American Expeditionary 
Forces in France and while on the Verdun front 
was gassed. Mr. Gallaspie is a democrat, is a char- 
ter member of Elida Lodge of Odd Fellows, and he 
and his family are members of the Christian Church, 
in which he is a trustee. 


Joun F. Linnemann. As a record for the future 
and not in any sense calculated to explain who 
John F. Lindemann is to the people of Allen County, 
this brief sketch is incorporated in this publication. 

Mr. Lindemann was born at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
April 7, 1861, but almost all his life has been spent 
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at Delphos. His parents were Henry and Clara 
(Ossenbeck) Lindemann. His paternal grandparents 
were Frederick and Clara (Moenter) Lindemann, 
who in the fall of 1845 left their native home near 
Bomte, Hanover, Germany, and came to America 
and settled in the neighborhood of Delphos, in Van 
Wert County, Ohio. Henry Lindemann was at that 
time eleven years of age. The mother of Judge 
Lindemann was born near Deep Cut in Auglaize 
County, Ohio, in July, 1841, daughter of Henry and 
Clara (Schulze-Bruening) Ossenbeck. Henry Ossen- 
beck was a contractor and had charge of the con- 
struction of a part of the Miami and Erie Canal. 
He died about 1846. 

John F, Lindemann, as a boy at Delphos, attended 
the parochial and public schools, graduating from 
the public schools in 1878, and forthwith took up 
work that would earn him his own living. He 
clerked in a general store, afterwards learned the 
shoemaker’s trade, and first came in touch with 
public affairs on February 9, 1882, through his 
appointment as deputy clerk in the Probate Court of 
Allen County. Hon. S. S. Yoder was then judge of 
said court. On Judge Yoder’s election to Congress 
his former deputy was chosen judge in his stead, 
and by re-election filled this important office from 
November 15, 1886, to February 9, 1894. At the time 
of his first election he was the youngest Probate 
Judge in the state. 

Judge Lindemann was admitted to the practice 
of law by the Supreme Court of Ohio December 6, 
1892, and since January of the year 1895 has been 
engaged in active practice at Delphos. -In 1910, upon 
his admission to the bar, his son Arthur F. became 
associated with the father, and since then the firm 
has been Lindemann & Lindemann, attorneys and 
counsellors of law. In 1920 his other son, Richard 
A., came into the office and there are now three 
lawyers of the name in the firm of Lindemann & 
Lindemann. Judge Lindemann is a director and 
attorney for the National Bank of Delphos, the Del- 
phos Savings & Loan Association, the Delphos Print- 
ing and Publishing Company, the Delphos Home 
Telephone Company, and the Mueller Implement & 
Automobile Company. 

He served four years as a member of the Board 
of Education at Delphos, and for three years was 
president of the board. He has been a prominent 
democrat in politics and during thirty-four years 
of active political connections was for twenty-eight 
years a member of the Democratic County Central 
or Executive Committee, and twenty-four years of 
that time was chairman of one or btoh of these 
committees. Judge Lindemann is a member of the 
Idlewild Club of Delphos, is a Catholic, attends 
St. John’s Church at Delphos and is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus. 

On October 11, 1882, in St. John’s Church at 
Delphos, he married Rose M. Limbach, daughter of 
Professor Joseph and Margaret (Huschart) Lim- 
bach. Her father was for fifteen years principal of 
the German department of the public schools of Del- 
phos, was for nine years county school examiner of 
Allen County and for six years a special examiner 
in the pension department of the Federal Govern- 
ment. Judge and Mrs. Lindemann have a family of 
six children, and three of their sons were enrolled 
with the Government during the World war, John A., 
Richard A. and Eugene S. The oldest child, Ger- 
trude C., is the wife of Alexander J. Shenk. 
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Dr. Clarence J. Lindemann is a practicing dentist 
and married Jeanette Farley. Arthur F. Lindemann, 
law partner with his father, married Anna Wahm- 
hoff. John A. Lindemann is a machinist, Richard 
A. Lindemann is an attorney, and Eugene S. Linde- 
mann is member of the class of 1922 of the Western 
Reserve University Law School. The three younger 
sons are unmarried. 


Joun M. McGoucu during the past five years has 
gained a substantial position among the business 
men and citizens of Allen County, his home interests 
being centered at Harrod, where he is proprietor of 
the leading hardware store and is also local post- 
master. Mr. McGough was born on a farm in Van 
Wert County, Ohio, August 1, 1879, son of C. A. and 
Arabelle (Shaffer) McGough, the former a native of 
Mercer County and the latter of Van Wert County. 
After their marriage they located on a farm in Van 
Wert County, but in 1912 the father sold his farm 
and engaged in the bakery business at West Mans- 
field. The mother died April 3, 1912, C. A. 
McGough was for many years a member of the 
United Brethren Church but is now affliated with 
the Methodist denomination. There were twelve 
children in the family: John M., Clarence, Percy, 
Lucy, Bert, Harry and Nina. the two latter deceased, 
Addie, Marie, D’Arle, Ruby and Vernon. 

John M. McGough spent his boyhood and early 
youth on a Van Wert County farm, acquired the 
advantages of the common schools, and subsequently 
finished his education in the Ohio Northern Univer- 
sity at Ada. Beginning at the age of eighteen he 
was a teacher and spent altogether six years in 
school work. In 1904 he entered the service of the 
Oil Well Supply Company at Lima as bookkeeper 
and later was promoted to manager of the business. 
He continued at Lima until May, 1912, when he 
engaged in business with his father at West Mans- 
field, but in 1915 sold his interests there and coming 
to Harrod bought the local hardware and furniture 
business. He is a thorough business man and has 
widely extended his trade and patronage over the 
surrounding territory. While a republican in poli- 
tics Mr. McGough was appointed postmaster at 
Harrod under the democratic administration. 

In 1902 Mr. McGough married Miss Eva Behemer, 
who died in 1913 leaving no children. In 1916 
Mr. McGough married Mae Brown of West Mans- 
field, and they are the parents of two sons: Kent, 
born July 20, 1917, and William, born September 4, 
1920. Mr. and Mrs. McGough are members of the 
United Brethren Church and he is superintendent of 
the Sunday school. He is affliated with Sagar Lodge 
No. 513, Free and Accepted Masons. He and Mrs. 
McGough are members of Lafayette Chapter No. 121, 
Eastern Star, of which he is worthy patron, and is 
past chancellor of Golden Spur Lodge No. 612, 
Knights of Pythias, and both are identified with the 
Pythian Sisters. 


Mitton L. JoHnston, M. D. For many years 
Doctor Johnston has practiced medicine and surgery 
in the community where he was born and reared, 
and where the people have learned to prize and 
esteem his abilities and faithful service. His home 
is at Harrod and in that community he was born 
September 10, 1861. 

His parents were John P. and Catherine (Bink- 
ley) Johnston. His father was born in Hocking 
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County, Ohio, in 1835 and his mother in Perry — 
County in 1837. His father grew up in his native 
county, while the mother was brought by her par- 
ents to Allen County when young. After their mar- 
riage the parents of Doctor Johnston settled on a 
farm near Harrod, and his father is still living there. 
He was a Union soldier from this community, having 
gone out with the One Hundred and Eightieth Ohio 
Infantry and saw eleven months of service. After 
the war he engaged in farming until he retired, 
and has long been identified with the Grand Army 
of the Republic, is a republican voter and a member 
of the United Brethren Church. His wife died in 
1915. 

The only child of his parents Dr. Milton L. John- 
ston grew up on the home farm, made good use of 
his advantages in the local schools, completed his 
literary education in the Ohio Northern University 
at Ada and then entered the Eclectic Medical Insti- 
tute of Cincinnati, where after the complete course 
he was graduated with the Doctor of Medicine 
degree. Since then for many years he has given all 
the resources at his command and his utmost devo- 
tion to his private practice at Harrod. During the 
World war he was a member of the Medical 
Reserve Corps. and is a member of the County and 
State Medical societies. 

In 1885 Doctor Johnston married Miss May Bell 
Shockey, who was born in Auglaize Township of 
Allen County and completed her education in the 
Ohio Northern University. She was a successful 
teacher for several years before her marriage. 
Dr. and Mrs. Johnston have two children. Essa 
May, the daughter, was born in 1888 and after grad- 
uating from high school entered the Ohio Wesleyan 
University at Delaware and won special honors and 
scholarship and also specialized in music. She is 
now the wife of E. S. Faulkner of Ada, Ohio, and 
has two children. The son, John W. Johnston, was 
born August 27, 1889, and from high school entered 
the Ohio Northern University, completing the elec- 
trical engineering course and subsequently had a 
practical training in the Westinghouse Electric Com- 
pany and is now a successful business man, salesman 
for the Westinghouse people. He married Miss 
Wave Baker, daughter of Dr. W. E. Baker. 

Doctor Johnston is a member of Lodge No. 513 
of the Masons, being a past master, and both he and 
his wife are members of the Eastern Star. He is 
affiliated with Ada Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, and 
the Council and Commandery at Lima and the Tem- 
ple of the Mystic Shrine at Dayton, Ohio. Doctor 
Johnston is a republican in politics and is a director 
in the Harrison State Bank. 


Crype K. Hay. With the responsibility of a 240- 
acre farm Clyde K. Hay is one of the very busy men 
of Allen County and is one of the important con- 
tributors to the county’s agricultural prosperity 
and progress. Mr. Hay inherits progressiveness 
from his father, long one of the most successful 
men in agricultural affairs in Allen County. 

Clyde K. Hay was born in West Newton in 
Auglaize Township May 14, 1874. His parents were 
James A. and Isabelle (Faulkner) Hay. His father 
was born in Knox County, Ohio, February 15, 1833, 
and his mother in Champaign County December 28, 
1838. Both came to Allen County when young, were 
married here November 1, 1855, and they at once set- 
tled on a farm in Auglaize County. In 1870 the fam- 
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ily moved to West Newton, and still later to Harrod, 
where the parents spent the rest of their days. The 
mother died in November, 1918, at the age of eighty. 
Jamees Hay was a man of great industry, of good 
judgment and of much resourcefulness. He owned 
a large amount of farm land, and was always seek- 
ing the best means of operating it, and was usually 
among the first to procure labor saving machinery. 
He bought the first self binder in his neighborhood. 


He was very public spirited, served on the School 


Board and in township offices, and was an active 
republican. He and his wife had the following 
children: William H., born September 7, 1856; Mary 
E., born September 30, 1858; Ada C., born April 8, 
1862; Clara E., born December 8, 1865; Elmer C., 
born March 17, 1869; Clyde K., born May 14, 1874; 
and Harry H., born March 20, 1877. Six of these 
children are still living. 

Clyde K. Hay was educated in the common schools 
and also took a commercial course in Lima. For 
over twenty years he has been one of the busiest 
farmers in the Harrod community and has always 
given much attention to good live stock. He is one 
of the directors of the Harrod State Bank. The 
officers of this institution are L. B. Harrod, presi- 
dent; John A. Grubb, vice president; Walter E. 
Hyre, cashier; while the directors are L. B. Harrod, 
John A. Grubb, M. L. Johnston, L. B. Miller, W. H. 
Custer, C. C. White, W. C. Johnston, C. A. Cochen- 
sparger and C. K. Hay. 

Mr. Hay has served as a member of the School 
Board and is present clerk of the board. He is active 
in the Methodist Church, is a republican and is affil- 
iated with the Modern Woodmen of America. 

In April, 1900, he married Siddie Rice, who was 
born in Hardin County, ‘Ohio, April 23, 1880. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hay are very proud of their large 
family of children: James R., who was born in 1900 
and died when a promising boy of twelve years; 
Lennel H., born September 10, 1903, who is a grad- 
uate of both the Harrod and Lima schools and is 
now a student in the engineering department in the 
Ohio Northern University at Ada; Martha I., born 
February 8, 1906, a high school girl; Don L., born 
June 9, 1908; Mary I., born January 9, 1911; Eliza- 
beth, born June 14. 1913; Ruth B., born April 3, 
1916; and William H., born July 1, 1918. 


WititramM H. Wart. To the man of industry and 
enterprise, a life of retirement after many years spent 
in hard and active toil seems repellant, and not 
until he is absolutely convinced that he has earned 
his leisure will the average Allen County agricul- 
turist relinquish his hold upon active operations. 
Then, when he finally settles down in his home in the 
town or village, he is bound to prove a valuable 
asset and is welcomed to his new surroundings as a 
substantial addition to the community’s population. 
Of the retired colony of Lafayette William H. Watt 
is one of the highly respected members. Mr. Watt 
was formerly a leading agriculturist of the county, 
and also a member of Watt Brothers Stone Com- 
pany, contractors, and in which he yet retains an 
interest. 

He was born on a farm in Jackson Township, 
Allen County, February 6, 1864, a son of Robert 
and Eve (Staley) Watt. His father, a native of 
Champaign County, Ohio, born November 16, 1827, 
a son of Samuel and Sarah (Walton) Watt, was 
brought to Allen County in 1829, and here passed his 
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life as a substantial farmer, dying October 11, 1914. 
He was a democrat in politics, and served efficiently 
on one occasion as a member of the Board of Trus- 
tees of Jackson Township. Mr. Watt was married 
March 29, 1848, to Eve Staley, who was born May 12, 
1827, in Pickaway County, Ohio, and died January 4, 
1915. They were faithful members of the Christian 
Church, and the parents of seven children, of whom 
four survive: James, who is engaged in farming in 
Jackson Township; Francis M., of Lima; William 
H.; and Jacob A., a farmer and stone contractor 
of Jackson Township. 

William H. Watt was reared on the home farm and 
acquired his education in the district schools. He 
remained on the home farm until he was twenty-one 
years of age, and was married May 30, 1885, to Miss 
Flora E. Hadsell, who was born in Jackson Town- 
ship, September 16, 1866, and died May 30, 1907, 
leaving three children: Alma, born December 19, 
1886, is a graduate of the Lafayette High School 
and is now the wife of Thomas Robinson; their two 
children are Ralph W. and Norval H. Milo, born 
December 9, 1888, is a graduate of the same high 
school. He married Ura Prater and they have one 
child, Louise Alice. Donna, born January 20, 1893, 
is also a graduate of the Lafayette High School, 
and is now the wife of Lester Schrider. Their two 
children are Harley and Crystal. Mr. Watt has five 
grandchildren. He is a democrat in his political 
allegiance, and was formerly a member of the Board 
of Trustees of Jackson Township, and in other ways 
served his community. 

Following his marriage Mr. Watt embarked in 
agricultural ventures on his own account, and even- 
tually became one of the successful operators of 
Jackson Township, where he accumulated a property 
of 120 acres, which he still owns. He likewise has 
a half interest in a stone quarry belonging to Watt 
Brothers Stone Company, road contractors, of which 
he was one of the founders and in which he was in 
partnership for a number of years with his brother 
Jacob A. Watt. While he has retired from active 
pursuits, Mr. Watt still takes a keen and intelligent 
interest in the active life that is going on about him, 
and is every ready to give his support to worthy 
measures which are promulgated in his community. 


Perer C. PLAUGHER came to Allen County about 
thirty years ago with a practical knowledge of farm 
work but without money. In a few years he proved 
his usefulness in the community, won friends and 
confidence, and after his marriage rented a farm 
for a number of years, until he was able to make a 
substantial payment towards its purchase. He now 
enjoys a comfortable prosperity represented in one 
of the fine farms of Auglaize Township. 

Mr. Plaugher, whose home is two and a quarter 
miles southeast of Westminster, was born in Pen- 
dleton County, West Virginia, March 18, 1869, son 
of Jacob H. and Christina E. (Miller) Plaugher. 
His father was born in Rockingham County, Vir- 
ginia, November 10, 1843, and is still living. He 
served as a Confederate soldier from 1861 to 1865, 
and after he war moved to Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, and since 1911 has been a resident of Allen 
County, Ohio, his home being in Richland, near 
Beaver Dam. He is a democrat and an active mem- 
ber of the Church of the Brethren. His wife, Chris- 
tina Miller, was born in Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, March 2, 1845, and died June 14, 1891. 
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Jacob Plaugher was three times married. Altogether 
he was the father of twenty-eight children, twelve 
by his first wife, six by the second marriage, and 
ten by the third wife. 

Peter C. Plaugher grew up on a farm in Pendle- 
ton County, West Virginia, and had few advantages 
in the way of schooling. He was twenty-one years 
of age when he came to Lima, Ohio, in February, 
1890, and had only $5.37 when he reached that city. 
The first year he worked out as a farm hand at $17 
a month. Then another farmer secured his services 
at $1 a day. On March 31, 1892, Mr. Plaugher 
married Zoro Gibbs. They moved to a farm which 
they rented three miles east of Lima, and slowly but 
surely laid the foundation of their prosperity as 
renters. They remained on this one farm, and on 
March 4, 1906, Mr. Plaugher bought it, paying $2,500 
down. Today he owns a place of 183% acres, and is 
one of the leading farmers and substantial citizens 
of the county. 

Mr. and Mrs. Plaugher have five children, named 
Orvin D., Marietta, Velma L., Odie K. and Audra C. 
Mr. Plaugher is one of the members of the Church 
of the Brethren, is a deacon and trustee of the 
church, active in the Sunday school, and is a demo- 
crat in politics'and a member of the Auglaize Town- 
ship School Board. Mr. Plaugher has the distinction 
of cutting into cordwood the timber which stood on 
the ground now occupied by the State Capitol Build- 
ing and in performing this work he came near 
losing his life by being hit on the head by a large 
stick of timber. 


Perry HucHeEs has lived in Allen County for more 
than three-quarters of a century, went from this 
county into the Union army and fought for the 
preservation of the Union during the Civil war. For 
half a century he was closely identified with the 
business of merchandising and farming, and still 
makes his home on his farm in Auglaize Township, 
though now retired from active responsibilities, 

Mr. Hughes was born in Morgan County, Ohio, 
November 27, 1842, son of Jeremiah and Julia A. 
(Hardin) Hughes. His father was a native of 
Muskingum County and his mother of Morgan 
County. They were married in the latter county, and 
in 1843 came to Allen County and located in Perry 
Township. Some years later they moved to the 
land where Perry Hughes now lives. Jeremiah 
Hughes spent his last days in Hardin County, Ohio, 
where he died. He was one of the early settlers of 
Allen County, a man of much influence in his com- 
munity, and held several township offices. He voted 
as a republican, and he and his wife were active 
members of the Methodist Church. Of their eight 
children only two are now living: Perry and Calvin, 
the latter of Hardin County. 

Perry Hughes was about ten years of age when 
his parents moved to the farm where he is living 
today. He acquired a good common school educa- 
tion and when about nineteen years of age, on Octo- 
ber 15, 1861, he enlisted in Company K of.the Thir- 
ty-third Ohio Infantry. He was in the war to the 
close, participated in twenty-one battles, and also 
endured the ravages of typhoid fever. He was with 
the Army of the Cumberland, and though he saw a 
great deal of arduous service he was never wounded. 
He was mustered out at Madison, Indiana, and at 
once returned to Allen County. 
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On March 10, 1866, the veteran soldier married 
Nancy E. M. Farren, a native of Allen County. 
After their marriage they lived for about seven years 
at West Newton, where Mr. Hughes was in the mer- 
cantile business. Selling his store, he bought the old 
homestead of his father and has lived in that one 
locality ever since. His business as a farmer has 
prospered and he is still a stockholder in the Harris 
State Bank. He served six years as township trustee, 
is a republican, a member of the Order of Owls, and 
has long been prominent in the United Brethren 
Church. He became a member of that denomination 
at the age of fifteen. Mr. Hughes still teacher the 
men’s class of the Sunday school... 

He and his wife have four children: Marion E., of 
San Francisco, California; Walter C., a farmer; 
William B., who lives in Colorado; and Ira, of Har- 
din County, Ohio. Mr. Hughes is an honored mem- 
ber of the Grand Army Post at Lima. 


Oscar B. Morris, In the less extensive and popu- 
lous villages and towns of Ohio the postmaster is 
very likely to be brought into contact with a -greatet 
number of the inhabitants and at more frequent inter- 
vals than any other member of the community. Few 
are the individual members of the locality who do 
not become familiar with his presence and deport- 
ment, and with such an intimate relationship existing 
between the man conducting the office and the towns- 
people depending on it, fortunate is the incumbent 
of that office when the people have for him only 
words of commendation. Such is the favored posi- 
tion of Oscar B. Morris, the efficient and popular 
postmaster of West Cairo, who is the possessor of 
those qualities of candor, sincerity, fidelity and affa- 
bility which give the best class of public officials a 
high standing in the estimation of those whose inter- 
ests are entrusted to their care. 

Mr. Morris was born in the State of Tennessee, 
October 30, 1887, a son of John B. and Clara J. 
(Ridenour) Morris. John B. Morris was born at 
Utica, New York, February 16, 1848, and was 
brought as a child to Allen County, Ohio, where he 
grew to manhood and was married September 11, 
1873, to Clara J. Ridenour, who was born in Sugar 
Creek Township, Allen County, September 26, 1853. 
Following their marriage, they settled in Allen 
County, where Mr. Morris followed the vocations of 
farming and carpentry for some years, but later 
moved to Tennessee, where Mrs. Morris died July 
2, 1890. They were the parents of tour children: 
Sadie, deceased; Roy B., of Oklahoma; Oscar B.; 
and John W., deceased. After the death of his first 
wife, Mr. Morris married Miss Serene Kirby, who 
died without issue in 1919. Mr. Morris. who still 
survives, is a resident of Allen County and the owner 
of a substantial property in his community, where he 
is accounted a reliable citizen, and is a man highly 
respected because of the honorable life which he has 
led. He is an active member of the Christian 
Church, 

Oscar B. Morris was four years of age when 
brought by his father to Allen County, and his boy- 
hood was passed in Sugar Creek Township, where he 
acquired an ordinary education through attendance at 
the district school. Brought up in a farming com- 
munity, he was trained in all the arts of the agricul- 
turist and remained at home as his father’s assistant 
until the time he reached his twenty-first year. He 
then went to Detroit, Michigan, where he secured 
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employment as motorman on a street railway line, an 
occupation which had his attention for five years. 
After this he returned to the home place for one 
summer, and in October, 1917, came to West Cairo, 
where he was living when the United States entered 
the great World war. Mr. Morris enlisted for serv- 
ice in the army May 27, 1918, and six weeks later was 
sent overseas with his contingent. He saw active 
service in the front line fighting, where, on one occa- 
sion, he was gassed, and after the signing of the 
armistice accompanied the army of occupation inta 
Germany, where he remained until July 13, 1919. 
He arrived home August 9, 1919, and April 26, 1920, 
was appointed postmaster of West Cairo. 

Mr. Morris has studied and worked to make the 
postoffice service conform to the interests of the 
community, and has been gratified to see its business 
reflect the growth and prosperity of the community. 
He is a member and past grand of West Cairo 
Lodge No. 857, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
in which he has numerous friends, as he also has in 
the Encampment and the Rebekahs. In politics he 
has always been a staunch and unwavering democrat, 
while his religious faith is that of the Christian 
Church. Mr. Morris is unmarried. 


Homer F, Tuomas. A property that illustrates the 
possibilities of diversified agriculture in Allen County 
is the Ridge View Farm, comprising 137 acres and 
situated a half mile east of Harrod in Auglaize 
Township. Its proprietor, Homer F. Thomas, was 
for a number of years a successful school teacher, 
and is a high-class citizen who manifests a keen 
interest in community affairs and matters beyond his 
immediate farm and home. 

Though most of his life has been spent in Allen 
County, he was born in Pickaway County, Ohio, 
January 1, 1863, son of Martin L. and Sarah E. 
(Dick) Thomas. His parents were natives of the 
same county, were reared and educated there and 
after their marriage settled on a farm, but in 1869 
came to Allen County and located at South Warsaw 
in Perry Township. Here they bought a farm and 
lived out their lives in that community. Both were 
very active members of the Methodist Church. They 
were the parents of six children that reached mature 
years: Rey. Aaron A., pastor of a Methodist Church 
at Lima; Orin M., who was educated in the Ohio 
Northern University at Ada, was a teacher, and is 
now a farmer in Perry Township; Emery S., a 
farmer in Perry Township; Flora A.. wife of Chris- 
topher Graham, of Perry Township; Geneva G., wife 
of Gideon Logan of Auglaize County, and Homer F. 

Homer F. Thomas was six years of age when 
brought to Allen County. The first school he 
attended was in Perry Township, a district school. 
As a young man of twenty-four, on April 26, 1887, 
he married Emma E. Brocklesby, who was born in 
Marion County, Ohio, May 15, 1862. Mrs. Thomas 
was also well educated, having attended Iberia Col- 
lege in Morrow County, and the Ohio Northern Uni- 
versity at Ada. For several years she was a teacher 
of music. 

After his marriage Mr. Thomas rented a farm 
with his father, later moved to Marion County, where 
he farmed in connection with his brother-in-law, 
and leaving the farm resumed his studies in the Ohio 
Northern University and began teaching. He taught 
a school in Perry Township of Allen County, and on 
leaving the school work moved to Auglaize Township 
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and bought the land which now comprises the attrac- 
tive Ridge View Farm. He handles this farm as a 
diversified proposition, raises crops and live stock, 
and one department of his enterprise has been the 
breeding of chickens. He is a member of the Allen 
County Agricultural Society and exercises a keen 
interest at the county fair displays. He is also a 
stockholder in the Harrod State Bank, and has served 
as a member of the Township School Board and a 
justice of the peace. Mr. Thomas is a republican, 
and for many years has been active in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Mr..and Mrs. Thomas have two 
children: Norma G., a high school graduate, wife of 
J. C. McClure, of Galion, Ohio; and Neva L., who 
finished her education at Ada and has been a success- 
ful teacher. 


Watter P, Broom. There are numerous extensive 
farming properties’ in Allen County to which the 
residents of this region may point with pride as con- 
tributing factors to the county’s agricultural stand- 
ing, and among these none is more worthy of atten- 
tion than the eighty-acre tract known as The Maples 
Farm, situated two miles east of Gomer, in Sugar 
Creek Township. The proprietor of this .modern 
country estate is Walter P. Bloom, an agriculturist 
of sound ability and intelligence and a citizen of 
worth and standing. 

Mr. Bloom was born at Detroit, Michigan, August 
23, 1867, a son of Oliver C. and Julia (Powell) 
Bloom, the former also a native of Detroit, born 
May 16, 1843. Mrs. Bloom was born at Dublin, 
Ireland, and was an infant when brought to the 
United States by her parents, the family settling at 
Detroit, where she grew to young womanhood and 
met and married Mr. Bloom. He was a mail carrier 
at Detroit, and became a veteran in the United States 
postal service, with which he was identified, princi- 
pally as a carrier, for a period covering thirty-six 
years. He likewise served the Federal Government 
as a soldier during the Civil war, and for more than 
a year fought bravely with the famous Fifth Michi- 
gan Infantry. 

As a boy Walter P. Bloom was sent to the public 
schools of Detroit, but his schooling ceased when he 
was fourteen years of age, at which time he secured 
employment as a tally boy for a lumber inspector. 
Being possessed of ready intelligence and having 
the ability to grasp details, he learned the duties of 
this business and after a long, thorough and exten- 
sive apprenticeship was himself advanced to the posi- 
tion of inspector. Mr. Bloom passed some years thus 
engaged, subsequently becoming a traveling salesman 
for his firm, and this gave him added experience and 
valuable training. Eventually he embarked in the 
lumber business on his own account, and through 
industry, judgment and a thorough knowledge of 
the industry built up a large and prosperous enter- 
prise at Lima, where he remained in business for 
twenty years, 

Mr. Bloom became widely known to the lumber 
trade, in which he was acknowledged to be a man 
comprehensively conversant with every department 
of the industry. Through the force of his integrity, 
fair dealing and practical direction of his affairs he 
earned a competence, and in November, 1917, dis- 
posed of his business, although retaining possession 
of the land. He then moved to his present farm in 
Sugar Creek Township, where he had erected a 
modern home in the previous year. Mr. Bloom has 
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his own system of carrying on his farming opera- 
tions, including the highest efficiency and the intel- 
ligent use of modern machinery and labor saving 
devices. His entire farm is a model of up-to-date 
completeness, and in addition thereto, he is also the 
owner of real estate at Lima, where he has a num- 
ber of important business connections. 

In 1890, Mr. Bloom was united in marriage with 
Miss Florence Langtry, who was born August 10, 
1867, at London, England, and was brought to the 
United States in 1868, the family settling at Detroit, 
where she attended the public schools. Four chil- 
dren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bloom: Mil- 
ton D., a graduate of the Ohio Northern University 
at Ada, is an employe of the C. A. Mauk Lumber 
Company, Toledo, Ohio; Powell is attending the 
Gomer High School; and Clementine and Florence 
are attending the graded schools at Gomer. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bloom and their children are members of the 
Episcopal Church. He is a staunch republican in 
his political allegiance, and his fraternal affiliation is 
with Lima Lodge No. 585, Free and Accepted 
Masons, in which he has numerous friends. 


A. D. Axins. A resident of Allen County for a 
quarter of a century, A. D. Akins has handled 
numerous responsibilities in the business affairs of 
the Spencerville community, where he is president 
of the Farmers Bank of Spencerville. 

Mr. Akins was born at Sugar Grove in Warren 
County, Pennsylvania, June 21, 1857, a son of John 
M. and Mary L. Akins. His parents were born in 
Sweden, were married there, and in 1851 came to the 
United States and lived out their lives as industrious 
farmers in the Sugar Grove community of western 
Pennsylvania. Both of them died in the same year, 
1893, the father in June and the mother in February. 
They were members of the Lutheran Church and he 
served as an elder. Ten children were born to their 
marriage, and those to reach mature years were: 
Jonas P., who went out to Minnesota, served as a 
Union soldier during the Civil war and also repre- 
sented his county in the Legislature; Christina, 
widow of Alfred Johnson, living in Jamestown, New 
York; John A., who served in the Civil war, enlisted 
three times, is deceased, was active in politics, held 
the office of county commissioner, and was superin- 
tendent of the Rouse Hospital; A. M., of Butler, 
Pennsylvania, has been an oil operator for many 
years; Matilda is the widow of Delos Swanson and 
lives at Wichita Falls, Texas; O. W. Akins is in the 
oil business and lives at Washington, Pennsylvania; 
the next in age is A. D. Akins; Theo lives on the 
old farm in Warren County, Pennsylvania; and 
Mary, the youngest, is deceased. 

The old farm in Warren County was the environ- 
ment in which Alfred D. Akins grew to manhood. 
Besides the advantages of the local schools he 
attended the Normal School at Edinboro, Pennsyl- 
vania, and when he left school he entered the great 
industry of western Pennsylvania, oil production. 
He followed outdoor work in this line until rheuma- 
tism compelled him to retire. Mr. Akins came to 
Allen County in 1896, and has been one of the 
responsible citizens of the county ever since. He 
has served as president of the Farmers Bank of 
Spencerville since its reorganization. The other offi- 
cers are John Lauer, vice president; A. N. Bailey, 
cashier, and John Berry, assistant cashier. Besides 
the three chief officers the other directors are 
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Mrs. W. A. Reynolds and William Bailey. Mr. Akins 
is also vice president and a director of the Spencer- 
ville Telephone Company, and is a stockholder in oil 
companies in the east. 

In 1915 he married Grace Schamp. She was born 
in Auglaize County, Ohio, and is a graduate of the 
Spencerville schools, finished her education elsewhere, 
and was a successful teacher at Spencerville until her 
marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Akins are members of the 
Christian Church, and she has long taken an active 
part in its affairs, serving as superintendent of the 
Sunday school. Mr. Akins is affiliated with the 
Masonic Lodge No. 164, Royal Arch Chapter No. 
127, Knights Templar Commandery No. 3, all at 
Washington, Pennsylvania. Politically he is a repub- 
lican. Mrs. Akins is a member of the Eastern Star, 
Chapter No. 130, and is serving as deputy grand 
matron of the Eighth District. 


Ettis Jones. The mercantile and undertaking 
establishment of Ellis Jones is a necessary adjunct 
to the business interests of the community of Gomer, 
and, conducted under a policy of honorable dealing 
and fair representation, has won and held public 
confidence. Mr. Jones is a product of the farming 
districts of Allen County, having been born in Sugar 
Creek Township, September 23, 1889, a son of W. R. 
and Catherine (Franis) Jones, natives of Wales. 

W. R. Jones was born in June, 1853, and in young 
manhood came to the United States and located in 
Allen County. For many years he carried on suc- 
cessful agricultural operations in Sugar Creek, where 
he bore the reputation of a man of integrity and 
public spirited citizenship. He was a republican in 
politics, but did not seek public office. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jones were faithful members of the Congregational 
Church and the parents of one child, Ellis. The 
public school at Gomer furnished Ellis Jones with 
his educational training and he was reared on the 
home farm, where he remained until reaching the 
age of twenty-one years. At that time he went to 
Delphos, where he had some mercantile experience 
as a clerk, subsequently taking up the undertaking 
vocation as a student of the Columbus School of 
Embalming. Graduating therefrom in 1915 he 
applied himself to that art, and later came to Gomer, 
where he founded his present mercantile and under- 
taking establishment, which he has built up to the 
proportions of an important enterprise. 

In 1918 Mr. Jones was united in marriage with 
Miss Dorotha Watkins. They are members of the 
Congregational Church. As a fraternalist Mr. Jones 
is afhliated with Hope Lodge No. 214, Free and 
Accepted Masons; Delphos Chapter No. 105, Royal 
Arch Masons; Delphos Council, Royal and Select 
Masters; Shawnee Commandery No. 14, Knights 
Templar, Lima, Ohio; and Toledo Consistory, thirty- 
second degree; and he and Mrs. Jones are members 
of the Order of the Eastern Star at Delphos. In his 
political allegiance Mr. Jones is a republican. Dur- 
ing the World war he served for six months with 
the heavy artillery at Camp Jackson, Columbia, 
South Carolina. 


WiitaAM Hotz, whom it is no invidious compari- 
son to designate as one of the most substantial farm- 
ers of Spencer Township. Allen County. and no 
empty tribute to pronounce one of its leading citizens, 
is the owner of the handsome property known as 
Oakwood Farm, a tract of 140 acres lying five and 


RESIDENTS Ole Ne De EWING 


TISTORY OF ALLEN COUNTY 


one-half miles north and one and one-quarter miles 
west of the Town of Spencerville. 

Mr. Hotz was born in Putnam County, Ohio, 
March 25, 1866, a son of Joseph and Catherine 
(Fralick) Hotz, the former a native of Baden, Ger- 
many, who was twenty-two years of age when he 
immigrated to the United States, and the latter a 
resident of Alsace-Lorraine until her eleventh year, 
when she was brought to this country by her parents. 
Following their marriage the parents of William 
Hotz settled in Huron County, Ohio, later moving 
to Putnam County, and in 1866 coming to Allen 
County and settling in Miami Township, where the 
father became the owner of 100 acres of good land 
He continued to be engaged in agricultural pursuits 
throughout the remaining active years of his life, 
and, being an industrious man, thrifty and econom- 
ical, accumulated a goodly property. He was a dem- 
ocrat in politics, although he did not seek public 
office. Mr. Hotz died in February, 1913, in the faith 
of the Catholic Church, of which his wife was also 
a devoted member. They were the parents of eleven 
children, of whom eight are living: .John, who is a 
resident of Delphos, Ohio; Mary, the wife of David 
Suchmoeller of that place; Frank X., who is engaged 
in farming in Marion Township; William, of this 
review; Catherine, the widow of Frank Burger of 
Lima; Frances, the wife of Martin Schook of 
Fostoria, Ohio; Anna, the widow of Myron Busolch 
of Fremont, Ohio; and Benjamin, a resident of 
California. 

William Hotz was reared on the home farm three 
miles east of Delphos, and spent his boyhood and 
youth in much the same manner as other agricultur- 
ists’ sons of his day and locality. He attended the 
district schools and assisted his father in the work 
of the home acres, remaining under the parental 
roof until he was past twenty-six years of age, when 
he was united in marriage with Lucy Kill in October, 
1892. She was born, reared and educated in the 
farming community of Spencer Township, and is a 
daughter of Nicholas Kill. The following children 
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hotz: Raymond, 
who is married and a farmer of Spencer Township; 
Alfred, who was called for service in the World war, 
but got no further than training camp when the 
armistice was signed, now married and a resident 
of Oklahoma; Clara, the wife of Roy Duncan of 
Delphos, Ohio; Cordelia, the wife of Richard Haum- 
horst; Loretta, Aloysius, Lauretta and Agnes, who 
are single and reside with their parents. The family 
belongs to the Catholic Church, which they attend 
at Landeck, and Mr. Hotz maintains membership in 
the Knights of Ohio. In politics he is a democrat. 
He has various interests besides his farm, and is a 
stockkholder in the Farmers Union Elevator at 
Spencerville. 


ALBERT M. Harrop, owner of a valuable farm near 
the Auglaize Church in the township of that name, 
is a member of that very old and substantial family 
whose name is carried by one of the villages of 
Allen County, and the Harrods came here in pioneer 
times and as a family they have contributed a great 
deal to the advancement and improvement of Allen 
County. t : 

Albert M. Harrod was born in Auglaize Township, 
a quarter of a mile east of the center, on March 7, 
1852. He is a son of William and Mary (Copeland) 
Harrod, the former born in Knox County, Ohio, 
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October 4, 1819. The paternal grandparents were 
Levi and Rebecca Harrod, the 1ormer born June 30, 
1777, and the latter April 12, 1780. They were the 
parents of twelve children. Levi Harrod entered 
land from the Government in Auglaize Township, 
and it was on that property Albert M. Harrod was 
born. On the same farm William and Mary Harrod 
lived out their lives, and owned at one time 440 
acres. They were closely identified with the church 
and school institutions of their community, and Wil- 
liam Harrod always voted as a democrat. They 
had six children: James M., who was founder of the 
Town of Harrod; Margaret R., who was the wife of 
Henry C. Patterson and died in August, 1919; 
Albert M.; Laura A., wife of John W. Jacobs, of 
Auglaize Township; Louis B., of Auglaize Town- 
ship; and Dora B., wife of A. M. Growden of 
Champaign County, Ohio. 

Albert M. Harrod spent his early life on the home 
farm and attended the district schools, but when past 
eighteen joined his brother James M. in the operation 
of a sawmill and general lumber business in Hardin 
County, Ohio, the mill being later located near the 
present site of the Town of Harrod. After about 
four years Albert Harrod sold his interests to his 
brother and re-entered school at Ada, and after his 
course there was a successful teacher for four years. 

On August 18, 1878, Mr. Harrod married Hannah 
C, Leatherman, who was born in Auglaize Township 
March 29, 1857, and was reared and educated in her 
native township and in Jackson Township. Mr. and 
Mrs. Harrod have one son, Jesse R., born June 1, 
1885, who finished his high school course at Ada. 
He also attended college at Lima and Ada, then the 
Ohio State University, and became principal of the 
Ada High School. He is now a teacher in Ada 
College. Jesse Harrod married Maude E. Hull, and 
they have a son, Paul M., born February 15, 1910. 

Mr. Harrod and family are members of the 
Christian Church at Harrod and for many years 
he has been a sustaining factor in that organization. 
He is one of the oldest township officials in Allen 
County and has been continuously in service as town- 
ship clerk since April, 1880, a period of over forty 
years. He has also served as trustee and member of 
the School Board. He is a democrat in politics. 
Mr. Harrod owns a well improved farm of 120 acres 
and is a stockholder in the Harrod State Bank, 


GEORGE WILLIAM STEIGER, manager of the Spencer- 
ville Farmers Union Company, is one of the depend- 
able men of Allen County, who has won his present 
position through merit and past record of sound 
business achievement. He was born in Spencer 
Township, Allen County, Ohio, on December 5, 1882, 
a son of John and Annie (Doty) Steiger, the former 
born on the same farm and in the same house as 
his son George William, his birth occurring on 
May 23, 1860. The mother was born in Knox 
County, Ohio, and she is now deceased. They were 
married in Allen County, and after their union set- 
tled on the Steiger farm, where John Steiger still 
lives. While she was an earnest church member, 
John Steiger was not connected with any religious 
organization. He is active in Spencerville Lodge of 
the Knights of Pythias, of which he is past chan- 
cellor, and he also belongs to the Grange. A demo- 
crat, he was elected on his party ticket as trustee 
of Spencer Township. The homestead comprises 108 
acres of land in Spencer Township, and on it John 
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Steiger is specializing in breeding Jersey and Short- 
horn cattle. The children born to John Steiger and 
his wife were as follows: George William, who is 
the eldest; Henry, who married and lives on a farm 
in Spencer Township; Myrtle, who is the wife of 
J. A. Beerman of Spencer Township; Bessie, who 1s 
deceased; Arthur, who is a graduate of the Spencer- 
ville High School, is a railroad man of Hammond, 
Indiana; and Guy, who is a farmer of Spencer 
Township. 

George William Steiger was reared on his father’s 
farm and received the educational advantages offered 
by the local schools. He remained at home until he 
reached his majority, and was married to Elsie 
Stose on September 15, 1909, a daughter of C. B. 
and Clara (Coil) Stose, both of whom are living 
and residing in Spencer Township. Mr. and Mrs. 
Steiger have four children, namely : Wilma, Howard, 
Evaltine and Margaret. Mr. and Mrs. Steiger belong 
to the Christian Church and Mr. Steiger served that 
denomination at West Union as a deacon. He 
belongs to Spencerville Lodge No. 251, Knights of 
Pythias, of which he is past chancellor, and he is also 
a member of the Grand Lodge of that order. 

For a number of years Mr. Steiger was engaged in 
operating his farm of eighty acres of land in 
Auglaize County, and while doing so became active 
in Grange work. His success in farming and the 
sound business methods he developed in handling 
his affairs and those of the Grange brought him 
before the agriculturalists of this region. On May 
1, 1920, he was made manager of the Spencerville 
Farmers Union Company, and already has con- 
vinced his backers that he is the right man for this 
position. 


Joun A. Wotrorp. Because of the business ability 
and popularity of the men directing its affairs the 
Spencer Stone Company of Spencer Township has 
become considered one of the substantial and neces- 
sary adjuncts to the commercial life of Allen County. 
Conducted under a policy of honorable dealing and 
honest representation, it has grown and developed 
steadily, and much of its success may be accredited 
to the sound business ability of its manager, John A. 
Wolford. 

Mr. Wolford was born on a farm in Spencer 
Township, Allen County, Ohio, March 22, 1864, a son 
of George and Catherine (Book) Wolford, natives 
of Marion County, Ohio, where they were reared, 
educated and married. Some time after their union 
the parents came to Allen County and settled in 
Spencer Township, three miles northwest of Spen- 
cerville, where they were engaged in agricultural 
pursuits until the time of their retirement. They 
then moved to Spencerville and resided in their 
comfortable home there until both passed away. 
Mr. Wolford was a local preacher in the Christian 
Union Church, an enthusiastic and interested mem- 
ber of the Grange, and a democrat in his political 
adherence. He and his worthy wife were the parents 
of ten children, of whom nine are living: Minnie L., 
the wife of Hon. T. M. Berry of Spencerville; 

- John A.; William J., representative in Australia of 
the Shaftless Separator Company; Nellie, the wife of 
J. W. Weaver of Van Wert County, Ohio; Emma C., 
the wife of T. B. Winans of Idaho; Flora B., the 
wife of C. FE. Wisher, living on the home farm; 
Charles A., of Lima, Ohio; Daisy E., the wife of 
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W. W. Wisher of Spencer Township; and Anna, the 
wife of I, W. Lutz of Huntington, Indiana. 

John A. Wolford attended the district school in 
Spencer Township, and remained under the parental 
roof until reaching the age of twenty-five years. 
He was married at that time to Rilla Mouser, who 
was born in Wyandotte County, a daughter of Deca- 
tur Mouser, and she was educated in the public 
schools of this locality. To this union there has 
been born one son, Hugh F., born January 3, 1891, 
who married Minnie Lauer and follows farming in 
Spencer Township. Mr. Wolford has always 
engaged in farming, and at this time is operating 
ninety-three acres of land. Of more recent years, 
however, he has given his principal attention to the 
duties of managing the business of the Spencer 
Stone Company, of which he is secretary and treas- 
urer, and John Lauer, president. This concern has 
gained an excellent reputation in business circles, and 
under capable management is making continued 
advancement. As a fraternalist Mr. Wolford 
belongs to Vanadona Lodge No. 890, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, of which he is a past grand. 
He is a democrat in his political allegiance, and 
served efficiently as justice of the peace for one term 
and as a member of the Township Board of Trustees 
two terms. His official record is an excellent one, 
and in all matters pertaining to the welfare of his 
community he will be found giving public spirited 
support on the side of progress. 


Joun W. Jacozss. In the sarne community where 
he was born and reared John W. Jacobs is living 
today, one of the hale and hearty citizens past the 
age of three score and ten and still gives effective 
direction to his large farm ten miles southeast of 
Lima in Auglaize Township. 

Mr. Jacobs was born June 26, 1846, a son of Peter 
and Anna (Ward) Jacobs. These families were 
among the pioneers of Allen County. His maternal 
grandfather, James Ward, came here at a very 
early date and entered land. Peter Jacobs, the 
paternal grandfather, arrived in 1832, entered eighty 
acres in Auglaize Township, built a cabin home, and 
in 1833 moved to it with his little family and lived 
out his life there. In time he had 234 acres. Peter 
Jacobs and Anna Ward were married in Miami 
County, Ohio, where they lived for several years 
before coming to Allen County. Peter Jacobs was 
born in that county and his wife was born in Perry 
County. Both were active members of the Dunkard 
Church and the father was a democrat. In the 
family were five sons and one daughter: Mary, 
who was the wife of Alexander Madden; James, 
who served as a Union soldier in the Civil war and 
is deceased; William, deceased; Mark, who died at 
the age of twenty-one; Samuel, who lives at Lima; 
and John W. 

John W. Jacobs lived at home to the age of 
twenty-one, acquired a common school education, 
and on reaching manhood went out to Henry County, 
Missouri, and for nearly two years lived with his 
brother-in-law and farmed. Returning to Ohio, he 
conducted his father’s old place. Mr. Jacobs owns 
194 acres and for years has been closely identified 
with the substantial interests of his locality. He is a 
stockholder in the Harrod State Bank. 

On November 12, 1874, he married Laura A. Har- 
rod, a daughter of William and Mary Harrod, the 
former a native of Knox County, and the latter of 
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Greene County, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Jacobs have 
lived on their present farm from the time of their 
marriage. They had no children of their own, but 
took into their home Morris William at the age of 
three and reared him until he was grown, giving 
him the advantages of the Ada High School. This 
boy married Laura Snyder, is a farmer on eighty 
acres in Monroe Township and has a family of 
six children. 

Mrs. Jacobs is a member of the Baptist Church. 
Mr. Jacobs is a democrat politically. Many know 
him for his well known skill and activity as a hunter. 
He has hunted big game in Maine, Wyoming, 
Nebraska and Canada. During the seventies he 
killed a buffalo close to the Colorado line, and is 
perhaps the only surviving Allen County man who 
ever killed a buffalo on the western plains. He has 
the finest specimen of a Moose head known, and his 
collection also includes a mounted allegator that he 
killed in Hogtown Bay, Florida. 


WitiiaM Henry Martincty. The late William 
Henry Mattingly was long associated with Lima as 
proprietor of one of the leading undertaking estab- 
lishments of the city, and he won appreciation and 
gratitude from those he served in the period of 
greatest bereavement because of his sympathetic and 
dignified conduct of the last rites. He was a man of 
high character and earned and held the confidence 
of his fellow citizens. 

William Henry Mattingly was born at Zanesville, 
Ohio, February 18, 1850, a son of Francis and Mary 
(Heeman) Mattingly, natives of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, and England, respectively, who were married 
at Zanesville and became farmers in the vicinity of 
that city. Both died many years ago. 

On January 17, 1878, William Henry Mattingly 
was united in marriage with Mary E. Carr, who was 
born at Zanesville, Ohio, August 15, 1854, a daugh- 
ter of James W. and Margaret (Maher) Carr, 
natives of Maryland and Somerset, Ohio, respec- 
tively. Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. 
Mattingly resided on the old home farm of his 
father near Zanesville for two years, and then moved 
with his father to a farm that is now included in 
South Zanesville. After four years on that farm 
Mr. Mattingly located in Zanesville as an under- 
taker in partnership with George Brenholtz, and this 
connection was maintained for six years, when 
Mr. Mattingly sold his interest and went to Indian- 
apolis, Indiana, where for two years he was in an 
undertaking business in partnership with a 
Mr. Homoun. Again selling, he came to Lima, and 
for many years was one of the leading undertakers 
of the city, remaining in the business until ill health 
forced him to retire. His death occurred January 14, 
1920, and he was buried in Mount Cavalry Cemetery, 
Zanesville, Ohio. 

Although they had no children of their own, 
Mr. and Mrs. Mattingly took two little ones into 
their home and hearts and reared them with real 
parental affection, they being: Edith Donnelly, a 
niece of Mrs. Mattingly, who is now Mrs. Henry 
Gutzwiller of Cincinnati, Ohio; and Winnifred 
Arnold, who is still living with Mrs. Mattingly. 
Mr. Mattingly was a Catholic and his widow is of 
the same religious faith and connected with Saint 
Rose Church. For many years Mr. Mattingly was 
secretary of the parish, and held the same office in 
the Knights of Columbus, the Knights of Ohio and 
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Gethsemane Cemetery. He was a man of broad 
charities, a kind and sympathetic nature, and when 
he died his community lost one of its best citizens. 


Hon. S. D. Crites, one of the Advisory Board of 
Editors for the History of Allen County, is a native 
of the county, and his abilities have gained him a 
most substantial part in its affairs. 

He was born in German Township November 28, 
1847, son of Jacob and Mary J. (Cremean) Crites. 
His father, who was born in Pickaway County 
October 19, 1822, was a pioneer settler in Allen 
County and was living on a farm in German Town- 
ship when he died in March, 1904. During a long 
and useful life he was identified with many impor- 
tant interests in the county and was a highly 
respected citizen. 

S. D. Crites grew up on his father’s farm, attended 
local schools, and at the age of eighteen began teach- 
ing. Teaching gave him the money to enable him 
to enter, in 1869, the National Normal University at 
Lebanon, Ohio, where he came under the supervision 
of that great educator Alfred Holbrook. He was 
soon afterward appointed superintendent of the 


_ Elida public schools, and for twelve successive years 


gave his enthusiasm and efforts to his duties, finally 
resigning on account of failing health. From 1876 
to 1888 he was also a member of the Allen County 
Board of School Examiners, and for nine years 
served as justice of the peace in German Township. 

In 1883 Mr. Crites in an effort to restore his 
health sought outdoor occupation, and for a number 
of years was one of the very practical and useful 
farmers and stockmen of the county. Besides the 
stock raised on his own farm he also bought and 
shipped to market. After a few years of country 
life his health was restored to normal and since 
then he has kept his farms under tenants. 

In September, 1903, Mr. Crites organized one of 
the leading financial institutions of this part of the 
state, the Farmers Bank at Elida, and for a number 
of years has been actively identified with its man- 
agement. 

Besides the work of education, which is one of the 
creditable features of his record in Allen County, 
Mr. Crites for a number of years was a leader in 
the democratic party. In 1901 he was nominated by 
acclamation, an unusual testimony of party esteem, 
at the Democratic District Convention for senator 
to represent the Thirty-Second Senatorial District, 
comprising the populous counties of Allen, Auglaize, 
Defiance, Mercer, Paulding, Van Wert and Williams. 
He was elected by a majority of 2,300 votes, and was 
re-elected practically without opposition. As a mem- 
ber of the State Senate he gave his time, thought 
and energies to the duties of such committees as 
finance, agriculture, public works, public lands, benev- 
olent institutions, universities, colleges, banks, etc. 
Since leaving the Senate Mr. Crites has retired 
from public affairs and his chief interest today is the 
bank. 

In 1872 he married Sarah Jane Ruchelderfer, of 
Pickaway County. She died the same year. In 
1876 he married Emma M. Ditto. They are the 
parents of four accomplished daughters: Jessie K., 
wife of S. O. Morris, of Morris Brothers, Lima, 
Ohio; Mabel, wife of Abner Brenneman, cashier of 
the Farmers Bank of Elida; Zoe, wife of Philip 


‘Schnabel, bookkeeper at the Solar Refining Com- 
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pany, Lima; and Grace, wife. of W. L. Hook, a 
clothing merchant at Upper Sandusky, Ohio. , 

While a member of the State Senate Mr. Crites 
had the distinction of serving on a number of com- 
mittees with Warren G. Harding of Marion. Dur- 
ing the past forty years he has missed only a few 
seasons hunting big game, and has to his credit a 
large collection of fine specimens. On one of his 
hunting expeditions he shot an alligator in Florida 
weighing 600 pounds, 12 feet long, and claimed to 
be 200 years old. Senator Crites also has some of 
the interests of the real antiquarian, and has accum- 
ulated many old relics and specimens now quite 
valuable. Fraternally he is affiliated with the 
Masonic Order, is a thirty-second degree Scottish 
Rite Mason, and is also a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at Elida. 


Brice C. Mitter. When consideration is given to 
the substantial farmers of Auglaize Township, one 
deserving of special consideration is Brice C. Miller, 
a young man of great energy and business ability 
whose work stands in evidence at his home farm 
two miles southeast of Harrod. 

Mr. Miller was born in Monroe Township of 
Allen County January 24, 1886, son of Jaseph H. and 
Alice Miller. His parents were born in this county, 
in Sugar Creek Township, and the Millers have lived 
here from pioneer times. The grandfather Miller 
in early days managed a farm and also operated a 
mill at West Cairo, and after his death the mill 
was taken over by two sons and continued in opera- 
tion for several years by them, after which they:sold 
it. Joseph H. Miller since his marriage has been 
a leading farmer, and his home is a mile and a 
quarter east of West Cairo. He is a republican 
and he and his wife are members of the Dunkard 
Church. They had four children: Chloe, wife of 
J. A. Vore; Brice C.; Guy, a farmer in Monroe 
Township; and Paul, who also is a well known young 
farmer in Monroe Township. 

Brice C. Miller grew up on his father’s place in 
Monroe Township and made good use of his advan- 
tages in the district schools. His life was spent 
at home to the age of twenty-one. 

On March 4, 1916, Mr. Miller married Gladys 
Truex, who was born in this state December 21, 
1894. They have two children: Ivan, born February 
21, 1917, and Harold, born September 19, 1918. 
Mr. Miller also has a daughter, now fifteen years 
old, by a former marriage. 

Mr. Miller is affiliated with the Modern Woodmen 
of America. Politically he votes and acts with the 
republican party. He has served as a member of 
the Central Committee. As a farmer he has 136 
acres in Auglaize Township, and while not a spe- 
cialty farmer, he has always kept good grades of 
livestock and most of his profits come from the 
sale of stock. 


CLARENCE H. Forsom. The sentiment which brings 
about marriages creates a desire for a home, and 
the men who are engaged in satisfying it not only 
are achieving a material prosperity, but are building 
the bulwarks of real Americanism. The owner of a 
home naturally takes more interest in his community 
than the transient who can easily move if conditions 
are not to his liking, and he works to bring about 
improvements and raise the moral standards and 
increase the educational advantages. With his grow- 
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ing interest in his immediate vicinity comes the 
broader outlook which teaches him that the affairs 
of the whole county are of concern to him, and 
with this is born true partiotism. There are a num- 
ber of the best business men of Lima who are devot- 
ing themselves to the handling of real estate and the 
placing of loans which will make possible the crea- 
tion of homes, and among them one of considerable 
importance on account of the number and magnitude 
of his transactions is Clarence H. Folsom of 210 
Holmes Building. 

Clarence H. Folsom was born a son of Charles 
and Lydia (Pennock) Folsom. The Folsom family 
was founded in America many..generations ago by 
Josiah Folsom, and his descendants have been as a 
general rule professional men, although Charles 
Folsom was a merchant and miller after he had 
owned and operated a farm on Mad River at Zanes- 
field, Logan County, Ohio. He died at the age of 
seventy-seven years, his wife surviving him until 
1917, when she passed away at the age of eighty- 
seven years. 

Mr. Folsom attended the local schools and academy 
of Zanesfield and then spent two years at the Urbana, 
Ohio, Presbyterian College, completing his studies 
with a commercial course at the Toledo Business 
College of Toledo, Ohio. Coming to Lima in 1882, 
Mr. Folsom established himself in his present busi- 
ness and has carried it on ever since, being one of 
the most successful realtors in Allen County. 
Mr. Folsom has many other interests, and is a stock- 
holder of the Lima Trust Company, the Lima Tele- 
phone Company, the Allen County Fair Grounds 
Association, the Lima Club and the Masonic Club. 

In 1869 he was united in marriage at Zanesfield, 
Ohio, with Jennie Crew, a daughter of Dr. James 
and Lucinda (Stewart) Crew, and she died on 
December 16, 1897, leaving one daughter, Belle F., 
who married Dr. Oliver S. Steiner, of Lima, and 
they have two children, Mary Jane and Helen Paul- 
ine. Mr. Folsom isa thirty-second degree Mason and 
also belongs to Antioch Shrine of Dayton, Ohio. 
He is a member of Zanesfield Lodge, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, Lima Lodge Knights of 
Pythias, and Lima Lodge, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. When he came to Lima the city did 
not offer the opportunities it does today, but Mr. Fol- 
som possessed that courage and bigger vision which 
have made him the successful man of affairs he is, 
and the shrewd business sense which enabled him to 
carry on his transactions with well-directed effort, 
always regulating them according to his own sound 
judgment and innate honesty so that his name has 
come to be a synonym for successful and inspiring 
operations all over Allen County. 


Stewart D. Roperts. A highly respected citizen 
of Spencer Township, Allen County, who has ever 
had the interests of his community at heart, is 
Stewart D. Roberts, a man who has won success in 
life because he has been persistent and never per- 
mitted obstacles to thwart him in his course when 
once he knew he was right. He comes of sterling 
ancestry and in his own life he has exemplified those 
sturdy qualities of character which ever commend 
a man to the regard and esteem of his fellows. 

Stewart D. Roberts was born in Van Wert County, 
Ohio, on December 13, 1871, and is the son of 
Simeon and Elizabeth (Stoffer) Roberts, the former 
a native of Knox County, Ohio, and the latter born 


HISTORY OF ALLEN-COUNTY 


and reared in Spencer Township, two miles west of 
Spencerville. They were married in Allen County 
and lived on a farm here until their removal to Van 
Wert County, where they remained about two years. 
At the end of that time they returned to Spencer 
Township, Allen County, where they bought a farm 
and where they spent the remainder of their lives. 
They were members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Politically Mr. Roberts was a democrat, 
and served several years as a member of the school 
board. To him and his wife were born eight chil- 
dren, of whom four are now living, namely: 
Marellen, the wife of John J. Davis, of Spencerville; 
Stewart D., the immediate subject of this sketch; 
John J., of Spencer Township; and Tena, the wife 
of Rev. Roy Wilken, a minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at South Troy, Ohio. 

Stewart D. Roberts received his educational train- 
ing in the common schools of Spencer Township, 
his summer months being spent in work on the 
home farm. He assisted his father on the farm 
until twenty-one years of age, then rented the farm 
for two years. At the end of that time he bought 
forty acres of land included in the farm which he 
now owns, and applied his energies indefatigably to 
its operation. He has been eminently successful 
and has made two additional purchases of farm land, 
one of forty acres and one of eighty acres in Van 
Wert County. He has demonstrated his thorough 
knowledge of the best agricultural methods, raising 
all the crops common to this locality, and also gives 
some attention to the raising of live stock, specializ- 
ing in Duroc hogs. A number of years ago 
Mr. Roberts engaged in the threshing business in 
association with his father, but subsequently bought 
his father’s interests and now owns the outfit. He 
is also the owner of a saw mill outfit, and in both 
of these enterprises he has done a good deal of 
business in this community. 

On December 10, 1891, Mr. ‘Roberts was married 
to Nettie Masters, of Van Wert County, Ohio, the 
daughter of John Masters. When she was but six 
months old her mother died, and her father after- 
ward remarried. To Mr. and Mrs. Roberts have 
been born five children, namely: Bessie, the wife 
of Arthur Craft, of Van Wert County; Edna, the 
wife of Ernest Reibesell, of Randolph County, 
Indiana; John B., Emma and Leroy, who remain at 
home. 

Mr. Roberts and his family are members of the 
United Brethren Church at Monticello, Ohio, in the 
various activities of which they take a prominent 
part. Fraternally he is a member of Deep Cut 
Lodge No. 311, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
He is a democrat in his political views and takes an 
intelligent interest in the public affairs of the com- 
munity, though not an aspirant for public position or 
leadership, However, he is rendering good service as 
assessor of Spencer Township. He is a stockholder 
of the Farmers Union Elevator at Spencerville, 
and is considered a man of broad views and excel- 
lent business judgment, standing high in the esteem 
of all who know him. 


Joun J. Reacan. A number of the most sub- 
stantial men of Allen County are connected with 
one or other of the large corporations operating in 
their midst, and one of them is John J. Reagan, 
gauger for the Buckeye Pipe Line Company of 
Spencerville, who is not only well thought of by his 
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company, but by his community as well, as is proven 
in his being elected by his fellow citizens as a mem- 
ber of the Board of Education. 

John J. Reagan was born in Olean, New York, on 
April 21, 1874, a son of Thomas and Catherine 
(Morearity) Reagan, the former of whom was born 
in Ireland, but was brought to the United States in 
childhood and reared in New York State. He was 
married in Allegany, Cattaraugus County, New York, 
and spent the remainder of his life in that neighbor- 
hood, dying on a farm not far from Allegany. His 
widow moved to Auglaize County, Ohio, where she 
later passed away. The parents had the following 
children born to them: Michael D., who lives at 
Delphos, Ohio; Theresa, who is the widow of 
Dr. J. F. Gallison, of American, Ohio; J. J., whose 
name heads this review; William J., who is a farmer 
and oilman in the neighborhood of Beaver Dam, 
Ohio; Thomas F., who lives at Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
and is superintendent of the Texas Pipe Line Com- 
pany; Vincent D., who is superintendent of an oil 
company in Texas; Mary E., who married Len 
H. Barr, of Tulsa, Oklahoma; and three who died 
in infancy. ; 

John J. Reagan was reared on his father’s farm 
where he lived until he reached his majority, and 
until he was nine years old went to a parochial 
school, and then until he was fifteen went to the 
public schools, but after that put in all of his time 
on the farm. Coming to Spencerville, he entered 
the employ of the Buckeye Pipe Line Company, 
and has risen to be one of their gaugers. 

On September 16, 1902, Mr. Reagan was married 
to Gertrude E. Butcher, of Buckland, Ohio, a high 
school graduate. Mr. and Mrs. Reagan have a com- 
fortable modern home on Canal Street, their faith 
in this community being evidenced by their invest- 
ment in its realty. Hard-working and _ thrifty, 
Mr. Reagan has gone ahead steadily and honorably, 
and it would be difficult to find a man better fitted 
for his duties or one who more thoroughly exem- 
plifies the spirit of real Americanism. 


IRA ELLSwortH BaBeErR began his career as a farm 
hand, was a farm renter for a number of years and 
through his hard work and thrifty management made 
enough by operating the land of others to purchase 
the good farm home he now occupies in Bath 
Township on rural route No. 8 out of Lima. 

Mr. Baber was born at Peru, Indiana, March 16, 
1880, a son of Henry Floyd and Rhena (Bowers) 
Baber. When he was a child his parents moved to 
Shawnee Township of Allen County and bought a 
farm of a hundred acres. Ira Ellsworth Baber grew 
up there and attended winter sessions of school in 
Amanda Township until he was about fifteen. After 
that he was employed regularly on the home farm, 
worked out for others, and had made only a modest 
advance towards prosperity when he set up a home 
of his own by his marriage on December 4, 1904, 
to Mary Altha Beeber. Mrs. Baber is a daughter 
of W. H. and Mary Catherine (Mosher) Beeber, of 
Elida, American Township. Mr. and Mrs. Baber 
started housekeeping with very limited equipment 
and capital, and they have been steadily achieving 
economic independence at the same time they had 
been rearing their family of nine children, all of 
whom are still living: Ira Williams, Paul Lester, 
Zelma Marie, Zelin Harold, Jessie Helm, Howard 
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Bernard, Waldo Edwin, Alta Gertrude and Harold 
Franklin. 

After his marriage Mr. Baber rented 150 acres 
near Lima for two years. For a period of three 
years he lived on and farmed the forty acres of 
Mrs. Baber’s father. Following that he spent two 
years on 160 north of Elida, another two years on 
a 173-acre farm in Auglaize Township, and_ in 
August, 1919, bought the well improved and eligibly 
located farm of eighty-three acres where he lives 
today. Mr. Baber is a democrat in politics, and he 
and his family are members of the United Brethren 
Church. 


SAMUEL Lutz. For sixty-five years, practically his 
entire life, Samuel Lutz has lived on one farm in 
Amanda Township. He grew up there, went from 
the farm to the nearby schools to acquire his early 
education, and his life of industry and good business 
management has been laid in that community. His 
farm and home are on rural route No. 2 out of Elida, 
five miles southwest of that Allen County town. 

Mr. Lutz was born in Fairfield County, Ohio, 
September 13, 1853, son of John and Elizabeth 
(Miller) Lutz. His mother was born in Fairfield 
County October 21, 1825, representing one of the 
earliest families there. John Lutz was born in Mary- 
land, January 20, 1820, and when he was a child his 
parents moved out to Fairfield County, Ohio, and 
located in the same neighborhood as the Miller 
family. He and his wife grew up together, had the 
advantages of pioneer schocls, and were married 
May 1, 1851. The mother of Samuel Lutz always 
took a very active part in church affairs, and the 
father was a republican voter and a man of high 
moral principles and business integrity. They had 
a family of four children, three of whom are still 
living: William, of Amanda Township; Samuel; 
Sarah J., deceased; and George A., of Amanda 
Township. 

Samuel Lutz was two years old when his parents 
moved to the Amanda Township farm in section 22 
in 1855. He acquired his education in the local dis- 
trict schools, and after his father’s death he and his 
brother took charge of the farm and operated it on 
a partnership basis for five years. He then bought 
the interests of his brother William, and has 
remained in that one locality and has seen his 
affairs prosper and increase. His farm of 279 acres 
is all in section 22. 

On November 21, 1875, Mr. Lutz married Cath- 
erine Alexander, a daughter of Adam and Elizabeth 
Alexander. She was born in Allen County April 10, 
1853, and acquired her education in the schools of 
the county. They have three children: Orlo E., 
born July 30, 1877, married Clennie Sawmiller and 
lives on part of the homestead farm; Harry A., 
born December 4, 1880, married Nettie Myers and 
lives at Buffalo, New York; Carrie Idetta, born 
September 15, 1886, is a college graduate, receiving 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts, holds a life state 
teacher’s certificate and. has been active in educa- 
tional affairs for a number of years. Mr. and 
Mrs, Lutz also have three grandchildren. 

The family are members of the Zion Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and he is one of the trustees. 
He is affiliated with Elida Lodge No. 818, Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, Lima Encampment 
No. 62, and is a republican voter. 
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Joun M. Brner. One of the progressive men of 
Allen County is John M. Biner, of Spencer Town- 
ship, whose indomitable courage, persistent and 
aggressive efforts and his excellent management 
have brought to him the prosperity which is today 
his. He has ever stood ready to do what he could 
in pushing forward the wheels of progress and 
advancing prosperity in this community, and his 
career, both private and public, has been one worthy 
the high esteem which those knowing him best 
freely accord. John M. Biner, whose well-cuiti- 
vated farm lies one-half mile south and one mile 
east of Spencerville, was born in Tuscarawas County, 
Ohio, on July 26, 1849. He is the son of Wesley 
and Anna (Haver) Biner, the former of whom was 
born in Virginia on December 6, 1806, and died on 
August 8, 1890, and the mother was born in Penn- 
sylvania and died in 1851. Their respective families 
moved to Ohio, settling in Tuscarawas County, where 
they were married and established their home on a 
farm. In 1851 Mr. Biner came to Van Wert County, 
Ohio, and entered forty acres of timber land five 
miles northwest of Spencerville, which he cleared 
and developed into a farm, building a log cabin, in 
which they resided and where the wife died during 
their first year there. In 1863 Mr. Biner was married 
to Hannah Mills. To his first marriage were born 
seven children, of which number three are living, 
namely: George W., of Lima; Elizabeth, the widow 
of Tillman Wilkin and living’in Spencer Township, 
this county; and John M., the subject of this sketch. 

John M. Biner was about three years of age when 
his mother died, but the father managed to keep the 
children in the home and they were later well cared 
for by their stepmother. John M. remained at home 
until he was twenty-years of age and attended the 
schools of the neighborhood. During the following 
three years he was employed at farm labor in Miami 
County, Ohio, but at the end of that period returned 
to Allen County and rented his father’s farm for 
one year. Later he acquired land of his own and 
has since devoted himself to agricultural pursuits, in 
which he has been successful to a satisfactory degree, 
having for many years been numbered among the 
progressive and enterprising farmers of his section 
of the county. He is the owner of ninety-six acres 
of well improved land and raises all the crops com- 
mon to this locality. 

On December 31, 1874, Mr. Biner was married to 
Lucretia J. Post, who was born in Spencer Town- 
ship, about four miles north of Spencerville, the 
daughter of Martin and Caroline (Wiem) Post. 
Her father was born in Richland County, Ohio, on 
September 24, 1827, and her mother was born in 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, on March 24, 1827. 
She came with her parents to Richland County, Ohio, 
in 1833, the family settling near the home of the 
Post family. Thus the young people were reared 
in the same neighborhood and were married at 
Galion, Ohio, on February 6, 1851. The same year 
they came to Allen County and settled in Spencer 
Township, where they lived until their final removal 
to Spencerville, where they spent the remainder 
of their days, the father dying on June 8, 1883, and 
the mother in 1890. They were the parents of four 
children, namely: Lucretia, the wife of Mr. Biner: 
William, a retired farmer living in Spenceiville; 
Howard, who died in 1893; and Theodore, of Spen- 
cerville. To Mr, and Mrs. Biner have been born 
three children, namely: Bertha A., born on October 
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4, 1875, the wife of E. S. Berryman; Edith C., born 
October 18, 1877, the wife of William H. Stose, of 
Auglaize County, Ohio; and Earl A., born on 
August 11, 1890, who is unmarried and remains at 
home. Mrs. Biner is a member of the Christian 
Church. 

Politically Mr. Biner is a stanch supporter of the 
republican party and has served as a member and 
clerk of the school board. He is an earnest advocate 
of all movements for the advancement of the public 
welfare and enjoys to a pronounced degree the 
esteem and good will of all who know him. 


IpA Mar Prater is one of the interesting women 
of Allen County and is one of the few women any- 
where who have been successful in the career of 
hard discipline and duty required of railway teleg- 
raphers and station agents. 

Miss Prater, who is station agent at Westminster 
in Auglaize Township, was born at Kenton, Ohio, 
a daughter of John B. and Clara E. (Spring) Prater, 
the former a native of Logan County, Ohio, and the 
latter of Virginia. Her father is in the transfer 
and storage business at Kenton. 

Miss Prater received a grammar and high school 
education, took a three months’ business course, and 
then attended a school of telegraphy until she mas- 
tered the art. Her first assignment of duty was at 
Bippus, Indiana, with the Erie Railroad, and she was 
operator there for six years. For six months she 
was on duty at Laketon, Indiana, spent two years at 
Lomax, Indiana, and for a year and a half was 
stationed at Palmer, Indiana. 

February 15, 1919, Miss Prater took up her duties 
as station agent and operator at Westminster, Ohio. 
The regular station building was burned in 1918, 
and the railroad company made temporary provision 
for station use of two box cars, and perhaps as a 
result of Miss Prater’s thrift and faculty for adding 
a touch of beauty and attractiveness the railroad 
company is still getting along with this provision. 
She has painted the cars both inside and out, and 
has adorned the station grounds, setting out a vege- 
table garden and flower garden. Miss Prater is a 
member of the Christian Church at Kenton and has 
long had a membership in the Order of Railway 
Telegraphers. 


Grorce L. Haas. The gentleman whose life his- 
tory is here taken under consideration is one of the 
strong, sturdy characters who has contributed largely 
to the welfare of the community where he lives, 
being an industrious and practical farmer, a business 
man of sagacity and foresight, and a public-spirited 
and progressive citizen in all that the term implies. 
George L. Haas, whose well cultivated and produc- 
tive farm of seventy-one acres lies in Spencer Town- 
ship, two miles southwest of Spencerville, was born 
at Batesville, Indiana, on December 14, 1872, and is a 
son of Rev. John and Valeria (Rates) Haas. The 
latter was a native of Pennsylvania and in girlhood 
accompanied her parents on their removal to Min- 
nesota, where she grew to womanhood and where 
her marriage occurred. John Haas was born at 
St. Paul, Minnesota, and became a minister of the 
German Methodist Episcopal Church, being one of 
the first ministers of that denomination in Minne- 
sota. He raised the funds with which was built 
the first church of that denomination in that state, 
and he preached at that point and other stations for 
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thirty-five years. One of his charges was at Ken- 
dallville, Indiana, where his death occurred in 1906. 
He also served at one time in Spencerville, Ohio. 
After he retired from the active work of the min- 
istry he went to Kendallville to live, and was sev- 
eral times elected treasurer of that city. He was a 
republican in his political views and a member of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

To Rev. John and Valeria Haas eight children 
were born, of which number seven are living, namely: 
Wesley, who lives in Auglaize County, Ohio; Frank, 
of LaGrange, Indiana; George L., who will be 
referred to specifically in a later paragraph; Emma, 
who is the wife of P. C. Conlongue, of Noble County, 
Indiana; Oliver, of Kendallville, Indiana; Irvin, of 
Providence, Rhode Island; and Elle, the wife of 
Homer Reed, of Kendallville. 

George L. Haas spent the years of his youth in 
Kendallville, Indiana, and received his educational 
training in the public schools of that city. He has 
wisely devoted himself to agricultural pursuits and 
in achieving a splendid success in the operation of his 
farm of seventy-one acres in Spencer Township. His 
place is well improved and is one of the most pro- 
ductive farms in that community. Mr. Haas is not 
only a good farmer, but he is also possessed of 


sound business judgment, conducting his affairs 
according to the highest ethics of business. ‘ 
George L. Haas married Albertha Henne. After 


their marriage they lived in Kendallville, Indiana, 
where Mr. Haas was engaged in the grocery business 
for five years. He later sold that business and has 
erected a splendid modern residence, which was 
completed in 1919, and which has every up-to-date 
convenience, including a private electric light plant. 
He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and of its official board, while he is also a mem- 
ber of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. To 
him and his wife have been born three children, 
Hildeth, Edwin and Howard. 

Mr. Haas is a republican politically and has served 
two terms as president of the Electric Light Board. 
Fraternally he is a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of the 
Maccabees. He maintains a public spirited attitude 
towards every movement or enterprise looking to 
the advancement of the welfare of the community, 
and because of his business ability and his excellent 
character he occupies an enviable position among his 
fellow citizens. 


Noau Wottet. Prominent among the old and 
honored citizens of Allen County whose lives have 
been devoted to the pursuits of agriculture and who 
have reached advanced years with the compensations 
of personal means and the respect and esteem of 
their associates and neighbors is Noah Wollet, of 
Jackson Township. Mr. Wollet, who is the owner 
of a valuable property in section 32, has passed his 
entire life in this region, where he continues to con- 
tribute to the development and advancement of the 
interests and institutions of his community. 

Noah Wollet was born on a farm three miles east 
of Lima, in Bath Township, Allen County, November 
22, 1840, a son of Samuel and Phoebe (Ridenour) 
Wollet. Samuel Wollet came to Allen County from 
Fairfield County, Ohio, where he had been born 
August 17, 1817, arriving in this locality in 1832. 
Here he met and married Miss Ridenour, who was 
born in Perry County, Ohio, March 29, 1819, and had 
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come to Allen County with her parents in 1831, 
settling near Lima in Perry Township, while the 
Wollets had located three miles east of Lima, in 
Bath Township. They were married March 29, 1837, 
following which they settled on the old Wollet farm, 
but later went to Van Wert County, Ohio, where 
they spent the remainder of their long, useful and 
honorable lives, the mother passing away August 18, 
1890, and the father March 3, 1893. He was a inem- 
ber of the democratic party and of the Lutheran 
Church, to which latter Mrs. Wollet belonged. They 
were the parents of fourteen children, of whom ten 
grew to maturity and seven are living: Hannah, 
the widow of Oliver Bowser, of Lima; Noah: 
Aaron, of Middlepoint, Ohio; Samuel, of Chicago; 
Melissa, the widow of David Crumrine; Phoebe, the 
wife of Lewis Johns, of Hudson, Michigan; and 
John, who is engaged in farming near that place. 

Noah Wollet was educated in the public schools 
and was reared in the home locality of Bath Town- 
ship, where he assisted his father in the cultivation 
of the home farm until the time of his enlistment, 
in 1861, in Company B, Eighty-First Regiment, Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, for service during the Civil war. 
For three years he served the Union faithfully and 
gallantly, and after securing his honorable discharge 
returned to Perry Township, where he secured em- 
ployment as a farm hand for his uncle. Mr. Wollet 
was married April 26, 1866, to Miss Sarah C. Lay- 
man, following which he rented a farm in Perry 
Township and continued to carry on agricultural 
operations as a renter for a period of thirty years. 
At the end of that time he bought his present farm 
in section 32, Jackson Township, where he has 105 
acres of land under cultivation, devoted to the pur- 
suits of farming and stock raising. He has been 
successful in his undertakings and is numbered 
among the well-to-do men of his community, and 
his prosperity has been well merited, as it has been 
gained through hard, unremitting labor and a per- 
severance that has overcome all obstacles. 

Mr. Wollet is a democrat in politics, but has not 
cared for political honors. Hs is a valued and pop- 
ular comrade of Lima Post No. 202, Grand Army of 
the Republic, and he and Mrs. Wollet belong to the 
Lutheran Church. He is a stockholder in the Farm- 
ers Co-operative Elevators at Lafayette. Nine chil- 
dren were born to Mr. and Mrs. Wollet: Edwin, 
Ida, Alma (deceased), Fannie, Stella, Howard, Net- 
tie (deceased), Maggie and Josephine. Mrs. Noah 
Wollet passed from this life August 28, 1920. 


Joun E, Purpy. While it is true that Allen 
County farm land is remarkably fertile, the present 
prestige of this region would never have been 
reached had it not been for the zeal and industry of 
the owners of this land, and of them one deserving 
of particular mention is John E. Purdy of Spencer 
Township, whose farm is located two and one-half 
miles west of Spencerville. He was born in Van 
Wert County, Ohio, on July 14, 1860, a son of 
Ephraim and Susan (Gray) Purdy. Ephraim Purdy 
was born in Holmes County, Ohio, on May 31, 1837, 
and she was born in same county and state in 1842. 
They were married in Holmes County, Ohio, and 
same to Van Wert in 1859, settling on a farm, where 
he lived until 1912, when he moved to Spencerville, 
and was active in the Baptist Church of this city. For 
many years prior to her demise his wife was also 
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a devout member of that denomination. In politics 
he was a life-long democrat. 

’ The children born to Ephraim Purdy and his 
wife were as follows: John E., who was the eldest; 
Ed, who is a carpenter, of Spencerville; Flora, who 
is the wife of Joseph Wolfe; Jane, who is the wife 
of Conrad Baker, of Auglaize County, Ohio; 
Richard E., who is a farmer of Allen County ; Daniel, 
who is a resident of Lima, Ohio; Maude, who is the 
wife of George Baker, of Mercer County, Ohio; and 
Frank, who is deceased. 

John E. Purdy was reared on the old homestead 
that is adjacent to the one he now owns, and he 
attended the district schools. Remaining at home 
until he was twenty-one years old, he not only 
learned farming, but also the carpenter trade. This 
trade he followed for twenty-eight years. Later he 
bought his farm of seventy-eight acres of land, and 
is principally occupied in conducting it. Beginning 
with practically nothing but his willingness to work, 
he has advanced until he is now one of the sub- 
stantial men of his township. 

On March 1, 1882, Mr. Purdy was united in mar- 
riage with Mary Miller, a daughter of Eli Miller, 
who was born in Allen County in 1863, and edu- 
cated in its district schools. Mr. and Mrs. Purdy 
became the parents of the following children: Susie, 
who is the wife of Daniel Kennedy, ot Mercer 
County ; Emma, who is the wife of John J. Roberts, 
of Spencerville; Huldah, who is the wife of Emery 
Masher, of Van Wert County; Lillie, who is the 
wife of Harmon Rocko, of Allen County; Lois, who 
is the wife of Edward Lauer, of Spencer Township, 
was graduated from the Spencerville High School; 
Orville G., who is a farmer of Van Wert County; 
Iona, who is the wife of Chester McTurn, of Okla- 
homa; and John B., who is unmarried and living at 
home. Mr. Purdy belongs to Deep Cut Lodge 
No. 311, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. In 
politics, like his father, he is a democrat. In addi- 
tion to a number of residences which he built at 
Spencerville and other places, Mr. Purdy also built 
several business blocks in the former city, and he 
is further interested there in that he is a stock- 
holder in the Farmers Union Elevator Company of 
Spencerville. 


Isam Etey. Many of the more progressive farm- 
ers of Allen County are specializing along certain 
distinct lines and are succeeding much better than 
if they had followed the regular farm routine. Isam 
Eley is one of those who has found success as a 
breeder of Percheron Horses, a specialty that has 
given some distinction to his farm, Mud College 
Farm, located in section 36, Amanda Township, his 
home being situated on route No. 6, Delphos, ten 
miles southeast of that city. Mr. Eley was born 
December 10, 1873, in Amanda Township, a son of 
Clark and Esther (Moorman) Eley. 

Clark Eley was born in Auglaize County, Ohio, 
in January, 1839, and as a young man came to 
Allen County, where he married Miss Moorman, 
a native of this county, and settled on a farm in 
Amanda Township, where he continued agricultural 
operations until his death, He was a member of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, having served 
during the war between the states as a member 
of Company H, Eighty-First Regiment, Ohio Volun- 
teer Infantry, and was a democrat in politics. Mrs. 
Eley, who died in 1877, was a member of the 
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Methodist Episcopal Church. They were the parents 
of seven children, of whom six are living: Ferman, 
who is engaged in farming in Amanda Township; 
Elizabeth, the wife of Albert Williams, of Spencer- 
ville ; Rosa, the wife of Isam Young; Peter, of 
Lima; Alice, the wife of John Richardson; and 
Isam. 

Isam Eley received his education in the district 
schools and was reared on the home farm, where he 
remained until reaching ithe age of twenty-one 
years. At that time he faced life on his own account 
and worked by the day and month until his mar- 
riage in August, 1898, to Miss Lizzie L. Coon, a 
of Isaac and Lovisa (Cobb) Coon, the former born 
in Allen County, Ohio, and the latter was born in 
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, September 5, 1843. 
When she was three years of age Mrs. Coon was 
taken by her parents to Van Wert County, Ohio, 
and in 1858 came to Allen County, where, three 
years later she was married to Isaac Coon. About 
the time of their marriage Mr. Coon enlisted in 
the Union Army and fought through to the close 
of the Civil war, during the period of which he was 
twice wounded. He then returned to his farm in 
Amanda Township, where he followed farming and 
stock raising until his death, December 27, 1901. 
He was a republican in his political allegiance and 
a member of Armstrong Post, Grand Army of the 
Republic. Mrs. Coon, who died October 26, 1919, 
had been a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church since 1872, and had been active in its work 
for many years. 

Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Eley set- 
tled on their farm in Amanda Township, where 
they now have eighty acres under a high state of 
cultivation. While Mr. Eley carries on general 
farming, he makes a specialty of breeding Per- 
cheron horses and also has a good grade of other 
kinds of live stock. He is a stockholder in the Elida 
Equality Union Elevator, and his business standing 
is of the best, while as a citizen he is highly esteemed. 
Mr. Eley is a democrat, and is fraternally affliated 
with Acadia Lodge No. 306, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons; Spencerville Chapter No. 169, 
Royal Arch Masons, and Delphos Chapter No. 69, 
Royal and Select Masters, while Mrs. Eley belongs 
to Spencerville Chapter No. 130, Order of Eastern 
Star. They are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Mr. and Mrs. Eley have three children: 
Edna, a graduate of the high school at Lima and a 
member of Spencerville Chapter No. 130, Order of 
Eastern Star; Edgar C., who is attending high school 


at Lima; and Mary, who is attending the public 


schools. 


CuHartes H. Hocu. Individual enterprise, which 
is the just boast of the people of Iowa, is forcefully 
exhibited in the career of Charles H. Hoch, one of 
the substantial farmers of Spencer Township. He 
is a worthy representative of one of the old and 
highly honored families of this locality, and his life 
record has been such as to elicit just praise from 
those who know him best. Mr. Hoch was born in 
Marion County, Ohio, on September 10, 1855, and is 
the son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Lust) Hoch, both 
of whom were natives of Baden, Germany, the 
father was born in 1822 and his wife one year 
earlier. They there grew to maturity and were 
married and then went to housekeeping in a village, 
though the father carried on farming operations. 
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The paternal grandfather, Jacob Hoch, was a renter 
of Government land, having had thirty acres leased 
for thirty years, and on this he devoted himself to 
agriculture. In 1853 he came to the United States, 
locating in Marion County, Ohio, and buying 160 
acres of land located south of Marion, on which 
he spent the remainder of his days and died, his 
wife’s death also occurring there. This land has 
never passed out of the Hoch family. Mr. Hoch’s 
parents were aged respectively thirty and thirty-one 
years when they located in Marion County, and 
there they continued to reside until 1866, when they 
moved to Allen County, Ohio, Jacob Hoch having 
bought a farm about three miles west of Spencer- 
ville, this being the farm now owned and occupied 
by his son Charles. Jacob and Elizabeth Hoch lived 
the remainder of their lives on that farm, and there 
they died. They were active and faithful members 
of the German Reformed Church, while in politics 
Mr. Hoch gave his support to the democratic party. 
They were the parents of three children, namely: 
Charles H., the immediate subject of this sketch; 
Jacob, deceased; and Catherine, the wife of John 
Lauer, of Spencerville. 

Charles H. Hoch was about ten years of age 
when his family came to Allen County, and during 
the remaining years of his youth he worked on the 
home farm, in the meantime securing a good prac- 
tical education in the district schools. He was mar- 
ried at the age of twenty-three years and then bought 
twenty acres of land, on which he located and to 
which he devoted himself for seven years. He then 
bought the old home farm of 138 acres, onto which 
he moved and continued to reside there until 1911, 
when he moved where he now lives, his present farm 
comprising 272 acres of land, known as the Home- 
wood farm, located on the State Road, three-quarters 
of a mile west of Spencerville. Mr. Hoch is thoré 
oughly up-to-date in his farming methods and is 
numbered among the progressive and enterprising 
farmers of his community. ‘ 

On June 30, 1879, Mr. Hoch was married to Ida 
Blochberger, who was born in Washington Town- 
ship, Van Wert County, Ohio, on December 31, 
1855, the daughter of Christian and Tena (Baugh- 
man) Blochberger, natives of Saxony, Germany, 
where they were reared and married. They came to 
the United States in 1853 and settled northwest 
of Delphos, Van Wert County, Ohio. Mrs. Hoch 
was reared on the home farm and secured her educa- 
tion in the common schools. She has borne her 
husband four children, as follows: Elizabeth is the 
wife of Edward Stalter, who is operating the old 
home farm; Jacob, who is a graduate of the Lima 
Business College, is now a resident of Lima, and is 
married to Hazel Dean; Henry is married to Lucile 
Dunheiser and lives east of Spencerville; Laura E. 
died at the age of thirteen. 

Mr. Hoch and his family are members of the 
Reformed Church at Spencerville, in which he is an 
elder and an active worker in the Sunday school. 
He is a democrat in his political views and served 
one term as trustee of Spencer Township. He is a 
stockholder in the Farmers Union Elevator at Spen- 
cerville, and takes a deep interest in the advance- 
ment of every movement or enterprise looking to 
the welfare of the people. Because of his success 
in life and his excellent personal character he 
enjoys a well deserved popularity among his fellow 
citizens. 
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JosEPH J. Kitt. For a number of years the name 
of Joseph J. Kill has been increasingly identified 
with the best tenets of agricultural science in Allen 
County, where he is the owner of a well-cultivated 
and productive farm in section 22, Spencer Town- 
ship, located five miles north and one mile west of 
Spencerville. Mr. Kill was born on this property 
February 23, 1865, a son of Nicholas and Elizabeth 
(Ruhrig) Kill. 

Nicholas Kill was born in Luxembourg, Germany, 
in 1835, and when he was twelve years of age, and 
the eldest in the family, his parents died and he was 
put out among strangers. At the age of eighteen 
years he went to Paris, where he earned enough 
money to pay his fare to the United States, to which 
country he came in 1856, locating in Seneca County, 
Ohio. There he secured employment at $8 per 
month for the first year, and while thus employed 
met and married Miss Ruhrig, who was employed 
at the same place. They continued to work out for 
a time, but later came to Allen County, where the 
father purchased forty acres of land, going heavily 
into debt. This indebtedness was largely paid off 
through Mr. Kill cutting wood on his property, 
which he sold to the canal company. Later he 
bought eighty acres of land, located in the woods, 
to which he moved in 1865, and this land he cleared 
and cultivated. As the years passed he continued 
to add from time to time to his holdings, and eventu- 
ally became the possessor of 266 acres, all earned 
through his own industry and by honorable and 
straightforward methods. Mr. Kill was a democrat 
in his political affiliation, and at one time served 
as a member of the Board of Trustees of Spencer 
Township. He and his wife belonged to St. John’s 
Catholic Church, in the faith of which he died in 
1908. There were nine children in the family, as 
follows: Vincent, who is a resident of Oklahoma; 
Mary, deceased, who was married to D. M. Banifas; 
Joseph J., of this review; Theresa, the wife of 
J. J. Falter; Sylvester, a farmer and the owner 
of 160 acres of land in Oklahoma; Lewis, who 
resides at Toledo; Lucy, the wife of William 
Holz, a farmer of Spencer Township; Elizabeth, 
the wife of Adolphus Davis; and Julia, the widow 
of Frank J. Pohlman. 

Joseph J. Kill was reared on the farm which he 
now owns, and secured his education in the pub- 
lic schools, also spending two years at Ada. Return- 
ing to Allen County, he began working in the oil 
fields, first as a roustabout, later as a pumper, and 
finally as a foreman for the Ohio Oil Company, with 
which he continued to be identified for a period of 
eleven years. At the time of his father’s retirement 
from active affairs Mr. Kill returned to the home 
place, and when the elder man died purchased the 
interest of the other heirs to the property, thereby 
becoming its owner. He has since devoted himself 
energetically to the development and continued 
improvement of this land, which now comprises 
one of the fertile and modernly-improved estates 
of this part of Allen County. Mr. Kill is one of 
the directors of the Spencer Stone Company, 
Incorporated, and has other interests. He is a demo- 
crat in his political views, and he and the members 
of his family belong to the Catholic Church. 

In 1891 Mr. Kill was united in marriage with Miss 
Mary Vondram, who was born in Spencer Town- 
ship, daughter of Michael Vondram. To this union 
there have been born seven sons: Albert, single 
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and at home, who was in training for service in the 
World war at Camp Taylor when the armistice 
was signed; Richard, who had the same military 
experience as his brother, and who is now married 
and engaged in farming; and Harold, William, 
Eugene, Linus and Luke, at home. 


ELMER McC ain, Lima lawyer, who in this biogra- 
phical sketch represents the McClain family of Allen 
County, is of Scotch-Irish, Swiss and Dutch ancestry. 
The original Highland Scottish Clan of Macguillean 
(“Sons of Saint John”), inhabited the Isle of Mull, 
the founder being “Robert of the Battle Axe,” who 
lived about 1250 A. D. The warriors of this clan 
were strong partisans of Robert Bruce and the 
Stuarts during the long conflicts between Scotland 
and England. 

Mr. McClain’s grandparents were all pioneers of 
Allen County. During the summer of 1828 James 
McDonel came northward through Ohio looking 
for a promising place to settle with his family and 
stopped at the town of Piqua which was then the 
seat of the United States District Land Office. 
There, so runs family tradition, the pioneer gained 
the friendship of a Shawnee Indian chief who 
volunteered to show him a desirable location and 
conducted him to a tract lying northwest of what 
is now the intersection of Market and McDonel 
streets in Lima and advised him to enter it. Nancy 
Ann McDonell, Mr. McClain’s paternal grandmother, 
was born there. The well, mentioned elsewhere in 
the general history of the county, which James 
McDonel dug in his .dooryard is conceded to be 
the oldest well in the community. It still furnishes 
an abundance of cool water and will always be a 
landmark in the city. It is lined with boulders and 
has never been repaired. This well is about fifty 
feet west of McDonel Street, on the north side 
of Market Street. David McClain, Elmer M. 
McClain’s grandfather, was reared on a farm just 
beyond the present northern limits of Lima. This 
farm was entered by David’s father, James McClain, 
in 1834. David’s grandfather, Robert McClain, was 
an immigrant from Ireland. 

Elmer McClain’s maternal great-grandfather, John 
Casper Zurmehly, of the Swiss landed gentry, mar- 
ried a peasant girl, Susana Schafner, and was dis- 
inherited for it. The couple emigrated from Schinz- 
nach, Province of Argau, Switzerland, following 
the Napoleonic wars. After a voyage of three 
months they landed at Philadelphia and bound them- 
selves out for three years and six months to pay for 
their passage money, amounting to $117.10. When 
they had served three years their master, William 
Thompson, of Thompsontown, Pennsylvania, gave 
them their freedom and the use of a cow during the 
winter for their faithful service. The son of these 
immigrants, Samuel Zurmehly, married Catherine 
Book and settled upon the farm in Shawnee Town- 
ship which is now the site of the Garford factory; 
the Lima Foundry and Machine Company; the 
Adgate Pump Station and the Union Tank Car 
factory. 

Elmer McClain, the subject of this sketch, is the 
son of Lonzo McClain and Ida Belle Zurmehly 
McClain, and was born in Shawnee Township, Allen 
County, Ohio, October 26 1883. He ‘has two 
brothers, Howard and Harry, who with their father 
are well known breeders and importers of pure bred 
live stock. He attended country schools, the Lima 
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High School, the Ohio Northern University, Adel- 
bert College, Oberlin College and graduated from the 
University of Chicago in 1909. While pursuing 
Studies in the above named institutions he was, as 
his | finances demanded, farm laborer, carpenter, 
janitor, solicitor and teacher. During the four 
years of college work preceding graduation from 
the University of Chicago he remained at home one 
year in the absence of a brother at college and was 
for two years principal of a high school in Indiana 
which was commissioned by the state as a first class 
high school upon his scholarship. He completed his 
law studies and was admitted to the bar of Ohio 
in 1912, being an honor man and was made a member 
of the Order of the Coif, an honorary law fraternity, 
by the Western Reserve Law School, where he was 
assistant librarian. Since 1912 he has practiced law 
in Lima with the exception of nearly two years of 
military service in the great war, in which he 
volunteered for training in May, 1917. He served in 
the Army Transport Service as first lieutenant and 
was transport quartermaster on two freight ships, 
the Wabash and the Coronado, plying between 
the United States and France. In 1908 he married 
Miss Rebecca Lonsford, who was the daughter of 
Mrs. Myrtle Elizabeth Harrod. Her father, Reuben 
Lonsford, died when she was four years old. She 
was the victim of the epidemic of influenza in 
December, 1918, at Passaic, New Jersey, while her 
husband was on duty with his ship in France. One 
son, Robert, was born in 1911. 

Elmer McClain was one of the founders of the 
progressive party in Ohio. He managed the cam- 
paign in northwestern Ohio for the adoption of the 
Progressive 1912 State Constitution of Ohio. He 
was director of public service of Lima during 1920 
and 1921, until the commission form of city govern- 
ment went into effect, during which time he was the 
despair of old guard politicians, long favored public 
utilities and business and politically controlled news- 
papers. He married Miss Mildred Jacobs, the 
daughter of S. R. and Cora L. Jacobs, in 1920. 


James R. Watr. Most intimately associated with 
the growth and development of any community are 
its agricultural interests and the men who control 
them. They mold the life of the people, give direc- 
tion to their efforts and crystallize the present and 
future possibilities of the locality into concrete form. 
The leading agriculturists of a farming country are 
its greatest forces and benefactors, who bring prog- 
ress and prosperity, and the influence of whose 
careers is helpful and constructive. One of the 
leading agriculturists of Jackson Township is James 
R. Watt, the owner of a valuable property and a 
citizen of worth and standing. 

Mr. Watt was born in Jackson Township, Octo- 
ber 11, 1837, a son of Robert and Eve (Staley) Watt, 
His father, a native of Champaign County. Ohio, 
born November 16, 1827, a son of Samuel and Sarah 
(Walton) Watt, was brought by his parents to Allen 
County in 1829, and here passed his life as a sub- 
stantial farmer, dying October 11, 1914. He was a 
democrat in his political faith and served efficiently 
on one occasion as a member of the Board of Trus- 
tees of Jackson Township. Mr. Watt was married 
March 29, 1848, to Miss Eve Staley, who was born 
May 12, 1827, in Pickaway County, Ohio, and died 
January 4, 1915. They were members of the Grange 
and faithful attendants of the Christian Church. 
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They became the parents of seven children, of whom 
four survive: James, who is engaged in farming in 
Jackson Township; Francis M., a resident of Lima; 
William H., a retired farmer of Lafayette; and 
Jacob A., a farmer and stone road contractor of 
Jackson Township. 

James R. Watt was reared on the home farm in 
Jackson Township, where he acquired his educational 
training in the district school, and where he was 
required to accept only a limited schooling, his 
services being needed in helping supply the family 
exchequer. He early adopted farming as his life 
work and remained on the home farm until he was 
twenty-two years of age, being married at that 
time to Miss Sarah A. Watt, who died in 1892, leav- 
ing five sons: John, Robert, Ross, Harry and Ralph. 
Following his marriage Mr. Watt embarked upon 
farming operations on his own account and has been 
engaged therein ever since, being at this time the 
owner of a well-cultivated farm, on which he has 
substantial buildings and up-to-date improvements. 
He is known in his community as a man of sound 
business principles, practical judgment and absolute 
integrity, and therefore is one of the reliable men 
of his locality. Politically he is a democrat. For 
six years he acted as a member of the Board of 
Trustees of Jackson Township, a position in which 
he rendered his community excellent service. In 
addition to general farming and stock raising opera- 
tions he is a stockholder in the Farmers Co-opera- 
tive Elevator at Lafayette. Mr. Watt’s farm is 
located in section 17, Jackson Township, on the 
Napoleon road, one and one-half miles northwest 
of Lafayette. é 


Joun N. Patrerson. Many of the leading farms 
of Allen County are specialty farms, made profitable 
by the growing of a particular line of crops or 
live stock. One of these is River Knoll Farm at 
Lafayette, the distinctive features of which are a 
herd of fine Jersey cattle and a flock of White Leg- 
horn chickens. The bull at the head of the Jersey 
herd is You’ll Do’s Finance No. 174290. 

The owners of this farm are John N. Patterson 
and son. It is the farm and land of which Mr. Pat- 
terson was born December 4, 1862. His parents 
were John B. and Sarah (Watt) Patterson, both 
natives of Ohio. The father was born in Highland 
County February 11, 1822, and died March 31, 1894. 
The Pattersons were pioneers of Allen County, the 
family coming here in 1832, when John B. was ten 
years of age, and when nearly all this part of 
Western Ohio was a veritable wilderness. John B. 
Patterson was married December 18, 1845, and his 
wife died in 1868. They had a family of ten chil- 
dren, their names and dates of birth being recorded 
as follows: William, December 7, 1846; Elizabeth 
C., March 1, 1849; Mary J., July 28, 1850; Margaret 
A., March 6, 1853; Alonzo E., August 12, 1855; 
Ellen B., December 19, 1857; Sarah A., June 7, 
1860; John N., December 4, 1862; Rosetta, Decembet 
26, 1865, and her twin sister Annetta. Those still 
living besides John N. are Mary J., wife of John N. 
Hawk, also of Jackson Township; Alonzo E., a 
farmer in Hardin County, Ohio; and Rosetta, wife 
of Charles B. Rice, living in Michigan. The parents 
were both devout members of the Methodist Church 
and the father casts his vote as a democrat. He 
spent his life as a farmer and had also taught for 
several years in Jackson Township. 
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John N. Patterson grew un on the home farm and 
as a member of a large household had to make his 
abilities and services count in practical work as 
early as possible. He attended school in winter, 
worked in the fields in summer, and some four or 
five years after reaching his majority established a 
home of his own by his marriage to Bertha A. 
McElwain on August 1, 1887. Mrs. Patterson was 
born in Crawford County, Ohio, in 1869. 

After their marriage they settled on the farm and 
at his father’s death he acquired the interests of the 
other heirs and now has ninety-two acres, includ- 
ing fields in which he worked as a boy. 

Mr. Patterson’s son and business partner is 
Harry L. Patterson, who was born April 14, 1889. 
He attended the district schools, the Lafayette High 
School, and on February 12, 1913, married Edith I. 
Shinabery, who was born in Putnam County, Ohio. 
To their marriage were born three children, Ilo 
May, May 13, 1914; Chester L., March, 1916; and 
Golda V., October 3, 1917. The family are all mem- 
bers of the Liberty Methodist Church. John N. 
Patterson is a trustee of the church while his son 
is superintendent of the Sunday School. Both are 
actively identified with the Golden Ridge Grange 
and both are stockholders in the Lafayette Co-oper- 
ative Company, Harry being one of the directors 
and secretary and treasurer. Both are democrats 
and Harry L. Patterson is one of the trustees of 
Jackson Township. John N. Patterson has always 
done his duty as he saw it, has made his life work 
count for prosperity to his family and for the com- 
munity, and has lived a very quiet and substantial 
life. It has never been his fortune to serve on a 
jury and he has never been called as a witness for 
or against anyone. ; 


Apert J. Baser. The contribution of Albert J. 
Baber to the welfare and development of his part 
of Allen County has included a number of years 
of faithful and constructive devotion to agricultural 
work and efficient service rendered in public posi- 
tions. At the present time he is devoting himself to 
the cultivation of his valuable farm in Amanda 
Township, where he is likewise serving as a member 
of the township Board of Trustees. He was born 
in Auglaize County, Ohio, August 1, 1875, and is a 
son of Isaac J. and Mary (Thomas) Baber. 

Isaac J. Baber was born in Amanda Township, 
Allen County, October 6, 1842, and Mrs. Baber is a 
native of Allentown, Ohio, born in March, 1848. 
They were educated in Amanda Township, where 
they grew to maturity, and after their marriage set- 
tled on a rented farm. Later, going to Auglaize 
County, they bought a farm of forty acres, on which 
they resided for several years, and when this land 
was sold returned to Allen County and bought 
eighty acres in Amanda Township. To this property 
Mr. Baber, who was an industrious and progressive 
farmer, subsequently added, and at the time of his 
demise was the possessor of 161 acres. He was a 
valued member of the Grange and a democrat in 
politics, and belonged to the Antioch Christian Union 
Church, of which he was a trustee. Mrs. Baber, 
who survives her husband, is also a member of this 
church. They were the parents of eleven children, 
of whom nine are living: Frank O., Albert J., 
Naomi, Maggie, Walter, Isaac, Harry, Nora and 
Geneva. 
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Albert J. Baber was educated in the district schools 
and reared to the life of an agriculturist on the 
property on which he now resides. He has passed 
his life as a farmer, and his operations have been 
uniformly successful. He is engaged in general 
farming and has a good grade of live stock, including 
Duroc hogs and Belgian horses. Likewise, he is 
interested in poultry raising and has an excellent 
flock of Barred Rock chickens. Mr. Baber was one 
of the principal organizers of the Hume Equity 
Exchange, in which he is a stockholder. He is one 
of the pillars of the Christian Union Church, where 
he is leading elder, president of the Board of Trus- 
tees, chorister and a Sunday school teacher, and 
for six years was township* president of Sunday 
schools. A democrat in politics, he is one of the 
influential men of his party in this region and a 
member of the County Central Committee for 
Amanda Township, where he is likewise a_member 
of the township Board of Trustees. His public 
record is an excellent one, and he is the possessor 
of unqualified public confidence. As a fraternalist 
he belongs to Acadia Lodge No. 306, Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons, and Spencerville Chapter, 
Royal Arch Masons, likewise holding membership in 
the Odd Fellows and the local Grange. 

On July 25, 1895, Mr. Baber was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Emma Tolman, who was born at 
Delphos, Ohio, and educated in the public schools. 
Mr. and Mrs. Baber’s adopted daughter, Grace, is 
the wife of Rev. H. L. Burtchin, a minister of the 
Christian Union Church, and they have two children: 
Clyde Albert and Gladys. 


G. H. Carrenter, M. D. One of the men who has 
achieved success in his chosen field of activity almost 
before the flush of youth has faded from his coun- 
tenance and has made his name a representative one 
in his community in the profession of medicine is 
Dr. G. H. Carpenter, who has been engaged in the 
practice of medicine and surgery at Beaver Dam 
since 1917. Doctor Carpenter is a native of Defiance 
County, Ohio, and was born June 27, 1883, a son of 
J. M. and Susan (Flora) Carpenter. 

The parents of Doctor Carpenter were born in 
Defiance County, where they were educated in the 
public schools and reared to maturity, and after 
their marriage settled down to careers as agricul- 
turists. They followed farming there for many 
years, but at the present time are residents of Michi- 
gan, where they are highly respected members of 
their community. They are faithful attendants of 
the Dunkard Church. Of the seven children in the 
family three are deceased, the survivors being: Jay, 
a resident of Beaverton, Michigan; Ova and Clar- 
ence, who are assisting their father in the cultivation 
of the home farm in Michigan; and Dr. G. H. 

G. H. Carpenter is indebted to the public schools 
of Defiance County for his primary educational train- 
ing. Subsequently he attended Defiance College and 
after completing his course there enrolled as a stu- 
dent at the Toledo Medical College, from which he 
was graduated with the degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine with the class of 1912. At that time he entered 
upon his professional career at a rural point in Han- 
cock County, Ohio, and for five years gained experi- 
ence and valuable training in ministering to the 
needs of suffering humanity there. In 1917 he came 
to Beaver Dam, where he has since followed his 
calling. He has built up a large and lucrative prac- 
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tice and has handled some hitherto very discourag- 
ing cases with absolute success. Doctor Carpenter 
keeps fully abreast of the advancements being made 
constantly in his profession, and maintains member- 
ship in the Alken County Medical Society and the 
Ohio State Medical Society; in which his standing is 
high among his fellow practitioners. A close student, 
a careful observer, full of energy and possessed of 
executive ability, Doctor Carpenter is a leader not 
only in his profession, but in the community where 
his activities are centered. He owns his own home, 
a comfortable modern structure, where the many 
friends of the doctor and his accomplished wife are 
always made welcome. 

In 1907 Doctor Carpenter married Miss Eva 
Crates, and three children have been born to this 
union: Wesley, Delphina and Fairy, all at home, and 
the elder two are attending school. 


GreorceE W. SHAFFER. Among the prosperous and 
substantial agriculturists of Allen County whose 
successful careers reflect credit upon the community 
in which they live is George W. Shaffer. A farmer 
of experience and capability, and a citizen of stand- 
ing and worth, he is the owner and operator of the 
Excelsior Farm, located one mile northwest of Spen- 
cerville in Spencer Township. Mr. Shaffer was 
born August 2, 1858, in Bedford County, Pennsyl- 
vania, and is a son of Nathan and Mary A. (Devore) 
Shaffer. 

The Shaffer family was founded in the United 
States by Levi Shaffer, the grandfather of George 
W., who was born in Germany and immigrated to 
the United States as a young man, settling in Penn- 
sylvania. There was born his son Nathan, who mar- 
ried Miss Devore, also a native of the Keystone 
State, and after their union they settled on a farm 
near Hindman in Bedford County, Pennsylvania. 
After residing there for a time they became the 
owners of their own farm and continued its opera- 
tion throughout their lives. Mr. Shaffer became one 
of the influential men of his community, respected 
and looked up to, and was a democrat in politics, 
filling several offices in his township. He and his 
first wife were faithful church members and the 
parents of five children: George W.; Elizabeth A., 
deceased; Sarah E., now Mrs. Fuller of Pennsyl- 
vania; Clara, the wife of M. Hudsell; and Charles 
E., a Pennsylvania farmer. For his second wife 
Mr. Shaffer married Lavina Conn, and of their six 
children four are living at this time. 

George W. Shaffer divided his time in his boy- 
hood and youth between attending the public schools 
and assisting his father in the work of the home 
farm. Thus he continued until he reached the age 
of twenty-one years, when he left the parental home 
and embarked upon his own career in life. He was 
for a time engaged in working as a farm hand, and 
later took up railroading as a vocation. He was 
careful with his wages, so that when he came to 
Allen County, May 21, 1881, he possessed the sum 
of $400, which capital he invested in the tile busi- 
ness, with his uncle as a partner. The firm of 
E. & G. W. Shaffer continued in business for a 
number of years, but it was G. W. Shaffer’s ambi- 
tion to carry on extensive farming operations, and 
eventually he disposed of his interest in the business 
to his uncle, and after working around at various 
employments for a season, bought eighty acres of 
land, all located in the woods. From this modest 
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beginning he has steadily worked his way to afflu- 
ence and the possession of a farm of 205 acres, 
all in one body, located in Spencer Township. Here 
he carries on successful operations as a farmer and 
a grower of live stock, and is known as one of his 
community’s capable and substantial men. Also for 
several years, he has resumed his former occupation 
of manufacturing tile, and is building up quite a 
side line business in this direction, disposing of his 
product to the farmers of this community. Mr. Shaf- 
fer is a democrat in his political views, and as a 
fraternalist belongs to Acadia Lodge No. 306, Free 
and Accepted Masons, and to the Chapter, and has 
served as tyler. 

Mr. Shaffer married Nancy J. Roberts, who was 
born in Allen County, Ohio, a daughter of J. J. 
Roberts, and to this union there have been born four 
children: George, a graduate of the Spencerville 
High School, who is assisting his father in the work 
of the home farm; Mary, who is deceased; and 
Nathan and Floyd, who are attending school. 


Cary C. Arnotp. Farming has drawn out the best 
efforts of some of the leading men of Allen County 
and’ developed their abilities, and through their 
endeavors in an agricultural way they have become 
well to do and prominent in their communities. 
Among the men who has taken advantage of the 
opportunities offered in the vocation of agriculture 
and who has won thereby a gratifying success is 
Cary C. Arnold, the owner of a well cultivated and 
valuable farm in section 10, Jackson Township. 

Mr. Arnold was born on the farm which he now 
occupies September 27, 1874, a son of Solomon and 
Emmeline (Millikin) Arnold. His father, born in 
Pennsylvania in 1843, was four years of age when 
he was brought by his parents to Allen County, and 
here grew to maturity, receiving a public school 
education. Following his marriage he settled on the 
farm now occupied by his son, and here spent the 
active portion of his career in cultivating the soil 
and raising live stock. He is now retired from 
active pursuits, but takes a keen interest in matters 
both agricultural! and civic and is still accounted one 
of his community’s able and useful citizens. He is 
a democrat and has been active in political affairs, 
and has also served in a number of offices within 
the gift of his fellow citizens, having been a member 
of the Board of County Commissioners of Allen 
County for two terms, from 1909 to 1915. 
Mrs. Arnold died in 1904, in the faith of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, to which Mr. Arnold also 
belongs. They were the parents of five children: 
Thomas, who is engaged in farming in Jackson 
Township; Emmett, an agriculturist of Marshall 
County, Kansas; William A. and Joseph F., who are 
Jackson Township farmers; and Cary C. 

Cary C. Arnold was reared on the home farm and 
passed his boyhood and youth in much the same 
manner as other farmers’ sons of his day and com- 
munity, dividing his time between attendance at the 
district school each season and devoting a large part 
of his time in the summer months to assisting his 
father. He was married in 1892 to Miss Clara 
Hefner, who was born in this county, daughter of 
Jacob Hefner, a well-known agriculturist of this 
locality, and to this union there have been born 
seven children: Rolly, a graduate of the Lima High 
School; Walter, a graduate of the high school of 
Jackson Township; Wilbur, a graduate of the high 
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high school and the Northern Ohio University at 
Columbus, who saw service with the United States 
forces during the World war; Gerald and Velma, 
attending high school; and Lloyd and Christena, 
attending the graded schools. 

After his marriage Mr. Arnold settled down to 
farming and at this time has a well-improved prop- 
erty which he devotes to general farming and the 
raising of stock, and in the operation of which he is 
assisted by his sons, young men of enterprise and 
energy. He is a stockholder in the Farmers Co-oper- 
ative Elevator at Lafayette, and is a member and 
for seven years has been a director of the Allen 
County Farmers’ Agricultural Society, in the work 
of which he has been decidedly active, and is also 
a member of the Allen County Farm Bureau. In 
politics a democrat, he is one of the influential men 
of his party in this locality, and in 1920 was the 
nominee of his party in his township for the position 
of county commissioner. Mr. Arnold is also well 
known and popular in fraternal circles, being a 
member of Sagar Lodge No. 513, Free and Accepted 
Masons, and of Jackson Lodge No. 826, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and also a member of Golden 
Ridge Grange No. 2246, in all of which he has 
numerous friends. With his family he belongs to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which he is a 
member of the Board of Trustees, and has been 
active in religious and charitable movements of 
that denomination. 


Eucene T. HALL is proprietor of the Idle Hour 
Place, a name that is suggestive of the attractiveness 
of the landscape, but in some senses belies the char- 
acter of its owner, who is one of the most energetic 
and enterprising farmers and stockmen in Allen 
County. His farm, comprising 130 acres, is situated 
in Jackson Township. 

Though Mr. Hall is a native of southern Missouri, 
he has spent practically all his life in Allen County, 
and his people have been identified with this section 
of Ohio for several generations. He was born at 
Knobnoster, Missouri, October 11, 1872, son of Philip 
M. and Catherine (Fridly) Hall. His father was 
born in Allen County, Ohio, in 1837. The mother 
was born in Pickaway County, this state, in 1842, 
and they were married in that county and soon set- 
tled on a farm in Allen County. On leaving Ohio 
they went to southern Missouri, where the father 
was in the general merchandise business at Knob- 
noster for about eight years. Selling his interests 
there he returned to Allen County, and subsequently 
was a merchant at Lafayette until his death in 1882. 
The mother survived until 1893. Both were members 
of the Methodist Church, and the father was very 
active in his church and also in the Sunday school, 
which he served as superintendent. He was a char- 
ter member of Sagar Lodge No. 153, Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons, and was its first secretary 
and afterwards worshipful master. Politically a 
democrat, he held the office of justice of the peace 
for a number of years. This honored old couple of 
Allen County were the parents of five children: 
Norvil F., formerly a teacher in the public schools 
and now a resident of Lima; Edwin, deceased; 
Eugene T.; Mamie, the deceased wife of James E. 
Fisher; and Eda, wife of B. F. Hall of Jackson 
Township. 


Eugene T. Hall was three months old when his , 


parents returned to Allen County, and he was just 


‘ten when his father died. 
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He made the best of 
rather limited opportunities to gain an education, 
and one of his early experiences came at the age of 
fifteen, when he went to North Dakota and lived 
with an uncle in the northwest for two years. 
Returning to Ohio, he lived on his grandfather’s 
farm, and after completing his education in the 
public schools also attended the Ohio Northern 
University at Ada. ; 

On September 3, 1894, Mr. Hall married Miss 
Daisy Hefner, daughter of Jacob Hefner. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Hall are active members of the Eastern 
Star, and he is affiliated with Sagar Lodge No. 513, 
Free and Accepted Masons. In politics he supports 
the democratic ticket. Mr. Hall as a farmer has 
received considerable note through his herd of Jer- 
sey cattle. The herd bull is Ferns Golden. He is 
also a stockholder in the Farmers Co-operative 
Elevator at Lafayette, and a number of interests 
identify him with the welfare and progress of the 
community. 


Jacop A. Watt. With many men there seems to 
be but one line which they can follow, one vocation 
which fits their abilities, one special occupation in 
which they can find success, and until they have set- 
tled themselves in that one definite groove they make 
little headway. To the man of versatile traits and 
abilities, however, any line of occupation which pre- 
sents itself is acceptable, and if he be sufficiently 
persistent he will win success in whatever field he 
finds employment. Jacob A. Watt, prominent agri- 
culturist and one of the proprietors of Watt Broth- 
ers Stone Company of Lafayette, is not only a 
man of versatile abilities, but is a good example of 
the successful self-made man of today. 

Mr. Watt was born on a farm in Jackson Town- 
ship, Allen County, March 17, 1868, a son of Robert 
and Eve (Staley) Watt, natives respectively of 
Champaign County, Ohio, and Virginia, and for 
many years residents of Jackson Township, Allen 
County, where they followed agricultural operations 
until their deaths, and where they were highly 
esteemed and respected. Mr. Watt, the elder, was 
a democrat, although not an office seeker, and was 
a stanch and generous supporter of all movements 
which promised to better the community and the 
interests of its people. He and his worthy wife 
were the parents of seven children, of whom four 
are living: James, F. M., William and Jacob A. 

Jacob A. Watt acquired his educational training 
in the public schools and was reared on the home 
farm in Jackson Township, where he was engaged in 
assisting his father until he reached his majority. At 
that time, in partnership with his brother William H. 
Watt, he began contracting in and building stone 
roads, under the firm style of Watt Brothers Stone 
Company at Lafayette, and this business he has 
continued with constantly growing success to the 
present date. Many miles of roads in this part of 
Allen County have been laid out and constructed by 
this company, the workmanship of which testifies to 
the business integrity and mechanical ability of the 
concern. Particularly since the coming of the auto- 
mobile and the consequent demand for good roads 
have their services been in demand, and they have 
established and maintained a high reputation for 
proper and thorough fulfillment of contracts. In 
addition to his connection with this company 
Mr. Watt is engaged in farming in Jackson Town- 
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ship, where he is the owner of a farm of 120 acres 
of highly productive land, well improved with good 
buildings. He is a stockholder in the Farmers Co-op- 
erative Elevator at Lafayette and has a number of 
other interests. As a fraternalist he belongs to Sagar 
Lodge No. 513, Free and Accepted Masons, of 
which he is treasurer, and he and Mrs. Watt are 
members of the Order of the Eastern Star. He is 
a democrat in politics and has always been active 
in the ranks of his party. 

Mr. Watt was united in marriage with Miss Chesta 
Straker, and to them there were born two children: 
Clifton, born in 1912; and Hattie, born in 1914, both 
attending the Lafayette Schools. 


CLEMENT R. PuHILtips, who is giving excellent ad- 
ministration as county auditor of Allen county, a 
position to which he was elected on the 20th of 
October, 1919, is a scion of a family whose name 
has been identified with Ohio history since the 
pioneer era and of one that was founded in Amer- 
ica in the early colonial days. There is no lack 
of authority in the family tradition that the or- 
iginal representatives of the namie came from 
England to America about the time when Lord 
Baltimore obtained from King James a charter 
for a large tract of land on the Potomac River, 
and became the founder of the colony in what is 
now the state of Maryland. No definitely au- 


thentic record of the Phillips family in this coun-. 


try began until 100 years later, when William 
Phillips was born, in 1739. In 1766 he married 
Margaret Mince and they became the parents. of 
five children. Data concerning them are very 
meager, but there is ample assurance that repre- 
sentatives of the family were actively identified 
with farm industry in Baltimore county, Mary- 
land, at the time of the war of the Revolution. 
James Phillips, eldest son of William and Mar- 
garet, was born in 1768, and in 1789 he married 
Catherine Frizzell. They became the parents of 
seven children and are recognized as the ancest- 
ors of the Phillips family in Ohio at the present 
day. About the opening of the nineteenth cen- 
tury the family began to scatter, a few of its 
representatives going from Maryland to South 
Carolina, and others proceeding as pioneers in 
the great Northwest Territory. In 1818 members 
of this family arrived in Harrison county, Ohio, 
the overland journey through the wilderness hav- 
ing been made with teams and wagons and by 
riding on horseback. Settlement was made on 
wild land near Cadiz, the present county seat, 
and there was instituted the reclamation of farms. 
Collateral branches of the Phillips family still 
have numerous representatives in Harrison coun- 
ty, but the branch of which the auditor of Allen 
county is a scion moved westward once more, 
after seven years of residence in Harrison county. 
William Phillips, grandfather of the subject of 
this review, settled with other representatives of 
the family in Pike township, Knox county, where 
he obtained land, erected his pioneer log cabin 
and instituted the development of a farm, There 
he reared his ten children and there he and his 
wife passed the remainder of their lives. 
Clement Rigdon Phillips, the immediate sub- 
ject of this review, was born in Knox county, 
Ohio, November 25, 1864, and is the fifth in order 
of birth of the six children of George and Eme- 
line (Woodruff) Phillips, his father having be- 
come one of the prosperous farmers in Pike 
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township, Knox county, where he remained until 
his death, January 26, 1879, his widow having 
long survived him and having been called to the 
life eternal on the 15th of June, 1905. Clement R. 
Phillips acquired his preliminary education in the 
district schools of his native township, where he 
was reared to the sturdy discipline of the home 
farm, and later he entered the high school at 
Fredericktown in his home county, in which he 
was graduated as a member of the class of 1880. 
In the meanwhile, by application outside of schoo] 
hours, he had learned telegraphy, and after leav- 
ing the high school he became a telegraph op- 
erator in the service of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad. He was thus engaged for two years, 
within which he held positions at Mount Vernon, 
Ohio, and at Albion, Garrett and Wellsboro, In- 
diana. With definite ambition to obtain higher 
education he carefully conserved his earnings, 
and finally was matriculated in historic old Ken- 
yon College at Gambier, Ohio, where he con- 
tinued his studies two years. After leaving col- 
lege he resumed service as a telegraph operator. 
For two years he was operator in the station of 
the Wabash Railroad at Columbia City, Indiana, 
and he then went to Pavonia, Ohio, where he re- 
mained eight months as operator in the office of 
what is now the Erie Railroad. In 1884 Mr. 
Phillips became telegraph operator for the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad at Forest City, Ohio, where he 
remained thus engaged until 1886, in which year 
he married and went to Kansas City, Missouri, 
where he became telegraphist in-the employ of 
the Union Pacific Railroad Company and was 
assigned to duty at Manhattan, Kansas. Shortly 
afterward he became operator in the Kansas 
City offices of the Santa Fe Railroad, and after 
serving one year he was made manager of the 
office in that city. Of this responsible position 
he continued the incumbent from 1887 until the 
18th of July, 1893, when he secured leave of ab- 
sence and came to Lima, Allen county, Ohio, 
where he shortly afterward accepted the post of 
operator in the office of the Erie Railroad. He 
retained this active incumbency until September 
16, 1909, when he was appointed clerk of the 
Board of County Commissioners, He thus served 
until September 13, 1913, and thereafter was 
again the local telegraph operator for the Erie 
Railroad until October 15, 1919, when he assumed 
his present office, that of county auditor, to which 
he had been elected in November, 1918, as candi- 
date on the Democratic ticket. He had been the 
Democratic candidate for this office in the elec- 
tion of 1914, in which he was defeated by only 
twenty-seven votes. There was a strong oppos- 
ing element at the time of his nomination in 1918, 
but his personal popularity enabled him to roll 
up a majority of 861 votes at the polls. Mr. 
Phillips has never wavered in his loyal advocacy 
of the principles of the Democratic party, and 
has been influential in its local councils and cam- 
paign activities. He is affiliated with the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and the Modern 
Woodmen of America at Lima. He was a char- 
ter member of the Kansas City Division of the 
Order of Railroad Telegraphers and is now af- 
filiated with Division No. 42 of the Erie Railroad 
System of this organization, of which he became 
a member in 1886. He and his wife are zealous 
members of the Presbyterian Church in their 
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home city, and he is serving as a deacon of the 
same. 

On the 10th of September, 1886, was solemnized 
the marriage of Mr. Phillips to Miss Rilla Mab- 
ley, daughter of John T. and Belle Mabley, ot 
Forest, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Phillips have two 
children: George E., married Miss Edith Mar- 
shall, and their one child is a son, Marshall; 
Blanche E,, is the wife of Gerald C. Fess, of Lima. 


Watter O. Roperts, The career of Walter O. 
Roberts has been one in which industry, good man- 
agement and persistence have combined to bring 
about success, and at this time Mr. Roberts, formerly 
one of the progressive agriculturists of Allen County, 
is now living in comfortable retirement at Gomer. 
He is a native of this locality, having been born on 
a farm one-half mile south of this village, in Sugar 
Creek Township, December 18, 1879, a son of W. W. 
and Margaret (Jones) Roberts, natives of Ohio. 

W. W. Roberts was reared as an agriculturist and 
engaged in farming until the time of his enlistment 
for service in the Union army during the war 
between the states, when he became a member of 
the One Hundred and Fifty-First Regiment, Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, being identified with that com- 
mand for three months toward the close of the great 
civil struggle. He is a republican in politics, and 
he and Mrs. Roberts belong to the Congregational 
Church. His life has been passed in the pursuits of 
agriculture, and his name in Sugar Creek Township 
is synonymous with integrity and good citizenship. 
There were ten children in the family, of whom eight 
are living: T. C., of Pontiac, Illinois; Jennie, the 
wife of W. H. Reese, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania ; 
Frank, of Saginaw, Michigan; Ella, the wife of C. A. 
Jones, of Saginaw; Will, a resident of Iowa; W. O., 
of this notice; I. E., of Mars, Pennsylvania; and 
Gladys, the wife of J. C. Jones, of Gomer. 

Walter O. Roberts was reared on the farm and 
educated in the district schools, and until he was 
seventeen years of age remained on the home farm, 
where he was associated with his father and broth- 
ers. On the attainment of his majority, he began 
his agricultural operations on his own account, and, 
from the start, his activities were attended with 
success. For a number of years he devoted himself 
uninterruptedly to general farming operations and 
the raising of live stock, but later became interested 
in buying and selling farming properties, a field in 
which he became prosperous. He also became widely 
known as a breeder of Percheron horses and Duroc 
hogs. While he is now retired from active pursuits, 
and living comfortably at his modern residence at 
Gomer, he has valuable holdings and is largely inter- 
ested in land in the South, 

On September 30, 1898, Mr. Roberts was united 
in marriage with Miss Hannah M. Schindler, who 
was born at West Cairo, Monroe Township, Allen 
County, July 2, 1875. After graduating from Lima 
College Mrs. Roberts engaged in teaching in the 
public schools, a profession which she followed up to 
the time of her marriage. She is a lady of marked 
intellectual attainments, and has been a great help to 
her husband in his efforts toward the attainment of 
success. They have three sons: Homer, who at the 
age of eighteen years enlisted in the United States 
army for participation in the World war, went 
overseas with the Thirty-Seventh Division, and saw 
much active fighting at the front, where he was 
severely gassed, and is now residing with his par- 
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ents; Warren, who is attending the Gomer High 
School; and Owen, attending the graded school. 
Mr. and Mrs. Roberts are consistent members of the 
Presbyterian Church, in which Mr. Roberts is an 
elder, and in the work of which both have taken an 
active part. Mr. Roberts is a republican in his 
political allegiance. He has a beautiful home on 
the west coast of Florida, where they enjoy the 
winter months. 


WitLttAM W. Contris. The name Contris for a 
long period of years has been associated with the 
ownership of extensive bodies of fine agricultural 
land in Allen County and with some of the most 
progressive enterprise of farm work. A member of 
this family is William W. Contris, who enjoys the 
use and ownership of one of the good farms near 
Westminster in Auglaize Township. 

Mr. Contris was born at Lafayette, Ohio, July 10, 
1878, a son of Melanchton and Emma (Corbet) 
Contris, the former a native of Pennsylvania and 
the latter of Ohio. His father came to Lafayette, 
Ohio, at the age of fifteen, and he and his wife grew 
up in the same community. They lived out their 
lives in Allen County and Melanchton Contris prose- 
cuted his labors so effectively that at one time he 
owned about 500 acres of land. He and his wife 
died at Lafayette, where they were devout members 
of the Christian Church. In politics the father was 
a democrat. There were five children in the iamily: 
William W.; Charles M., of Lafayette; Nora, wife 
of Clyde Thayer, of Phoenix, Arizona; Edna, who 
is a graduate of Wittenberg College at Springfield; 
and one other, now deceased. 

William W. Contris as a boy attended the common 
schools of Lafayette and made himself a factor in 
the home and was connected with his father’s affairs 
until he was twenty-eight years of age. On Decem- 
ber 15, 1905, he married May Ackerman, who was 
educated in the schools of Defiance, Ohio. They 
have two children: Lyman, born October 1, 1908; 
and Donald, born July 8, 1912. Mr. Contris is a 
democrat in politics. The farm where he lives and 
which he gives his best efforts as a worker and 
manager comprises 220 acres, and all is situated in 
Auglaize Township. 


WiLiiAM J. Hottanp. While through the greater 
part of his active career Mr. Holland has been iden- 
tified with practical farming, owning a good farm in 
Auglaize Township, three-quarters of a mile west 
of Westminster, he has also been active in business 
affairs, and is widely known over Allen and sur- 
rounding counties as a buyer and feeder of live 
stock, and most of the farmers of Allen County have 
at some time or other had dealings with him in this 
relationship. 

Mr. Holland has spent most of his life in Allen 
County but was born in the State of Iowa March 
11, 1878, a son of James H. and Catherine (Deitz) 
Holland. His mother was a native of Germany and 
was brought to this country when a girl with her 
parents. His father was born in Green County, 
Ohio, was three weeks old when his mother died, and 
at the age of six weeks was brought to Allen County 
and reared in the family of William Weikle. At the 
outbreak of the Civil war he enlisted in 1862 and 
served until the close of hostilities. In the meantime 
he had entered land in the southwest corner of 
Auglaize Township, but after the war married and 
settled on that farm. Subsequently he lived on a 
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farm in Iowa for a time, during which period his son 
William was born. Later he returned to Allen 
County and continued farming here until his death. 
He was an active church member and a republican 
in politics. He and his wife had eight children: 
F. A. Holland, of Auglaize Township; Nannie J., 
deceased; Henry A., of Auglaize Township; one that 
died in infancy; William J.; Bessie, wife of Alvin 
Gooderling; Edna Lenora; and Jessie, wife of 
Paul Heckler. 

William J. Holland was reared and educated in 
Auglaize Township, and when a young man he 
acquired his first land in the purchase of twelve 
acres. The farm which he uses for crop growing 
and the feeding of live stock: in preparation for the 
market now comprises eighty-six acres, and he also 
has some interests in other lands. He is the owner 
of twelve or fifteen lots of real estate and in his 
business as a buyer and dealer in cattle, horses and 
hogs he handles on the average about $1,000 worth 
of live stock every day, chiefly to the Lima Packing 
Company. Another business enterprise in which he 
is actively interested is the Westminster Sand and 
Gravel Company, Incorporated, of which he is 
general manager. 

September 7, 1904, he married Ellen M. Brown, a 
native of Allen County. They have four children: 
Breta, Frank, Doyle and Thelma. Mr. Holland is 
affliated with Lima Lodge No. 581 of the Indepen- 
dent Order of Odd Fellows and with the Travelers 
Protective Association. Politically he is a republican. 


Epwarp C. Finiey, for several years an active 
and prominent figure in the publishing field in New 
England, was born in Wellsville, Columbiana 
County, Ohio, October 29, 1873, oldest son of Wil- 
liam and Frances (Whitney) Finley, and a descend- 
ant of one of the pioneer families of Ohio. Patrick 
Finley, first of the family to settle in Ohio, was born 
in County Tipperary, Ireland, about 1812. He mar- 
ried there Mary Ryan, who was born in County 
Kilkenny, and died in Wellsville, Ohio, in 1874. In 
1848 Patrick Finley brought his wife to America, 
settling in Wellsville, Ohio, where a cousin, O. P. 
Shearman, was located in business and .was also 
postmaster. Patrick and Mary (Ryan) Finley were 
the parents of five children, Richard, Mary, John, 
William and Elizabeth, of whom Mary and John 
are still living. Patrick Finley died at Lima, Ohio, 
in 1888. His wife died at Wellsville in 1874. Their 
son William Finley was born in Wellsville, Ohio, 
and followed the machinist trade there during the 
greater part of his life. He married in Wellsville, 
in 1870, Frances Whitney, daughter of Stephen 
Whitney. Stephen Whitney, who was a native of 
Ireland, came to Ohio toward the middle of the 
nineteenth century, and became one of the best 
known locomotive engineers of his time in the middle 
west, running the first locomotive over the Cleve- 
land and Pittsburgh Railroad. He served with the 
Ohio troop during the Civil war. William and 
Frances (Whitney) Finley were the parents of three 
children: Edward Charles, mentioned below; Wal- 
ter Stephen, born in Dennison, Ohio, and Frank 
Albert, born in Wellsville, Ohio. William Finley 
died at Lima in 1899, his wife surviving him and 
dying at Butler, Pennsylvania, in 1913. ; 

Edward C. Finley was educated in the public 
schools of Wellsville and Cleveland, but at an early 
age left school to learn the machinist trade in a 
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shop in Cleveland. He finished his trade at the Lake 
Erie & Western shops at Lima, Ohio, and subse- 
quently became an expert machinist and tool maker. 
With the intention of eventually rising to the top 
of his trade, he traveled throughout the country, 
working in machine shops of every kind as a ma- 
chinist and tool maker in order to gain experience 
and familiarity with every branch of his trade. 
Realizing, however, the narrowness of outlook which 
this offered, Mr. Finley resigned his position with 
the Lake Erie & Western shops in Lima in 1903 in 
order to devote ail his time to another business in 
which he had been active since about the year 1894, 
In the latter year he took up the teaching of dancing 
in Lima, was highly successful here, and for a 
period of about fifteen years conducted large 
classes throughout the south and middle west. Dur- 
ing this time he induced Mr. J. O. Ohler, a capi- 
talist of Lima, to erect the Auditorium, a large 
building in the heart of the city, to be given over 
to sports and athletic entertainments and various 
forms of amusement. On its completion Mr. Fin- 
ley leased the buiiding, and for years conducted in 
it practically every sort of amusement and enter- 
tainment, such as concerts, dancing and skating, and 
he later introduced athletic entertainments. He 
organized and managed the famous White Star 
basketball team of Lima, which was never defeated 
while under his management. He also organized 
and managed the Girls’ Basketball Team, an unique 
and widely known organization which never suffered 
defeat while under his direction. While conducting 
a skating rink in the Auditorium Mr. Finley dis- 
covered and developed a young girl who later be- 
came the world’s champion roller skater under his 
management. He managed during this period sev- 
eral noted athletes, largely wrestlers, who won the 
world’s championships in their class while under 
his direction. In addition to carrying on the enter- 
tainments in the Auditorium Mr. Finley also leased 
and conducted at different times the Colonial 
Vaudeville Theater, Macbeth’s Park Dancing Pa- 
vilion, the Armory Dancing Academy, and Wheeler 
Hall Dancing Academy, all in Lima. 

In 1892 he organized the Second Regiment Drum 
Corps, which was a part of the Ohio National 
Guard, and which subsequently became famous 
throughout the United States. Mr. Finley was 
elected’ drum major, and under his leadership the 
band became one of the best known in the country, 
and was eagerly sought for public events. The 
Second Regiment Drum Corps, which was com- 
posed of forty drums and four bass drums, appeared 
at the World’s Fair in Chicago in 1893, at the 
Cleveland Centennial, and at the dedication of 
Grant’s Tomb in New York, leading all the western 
troops in the parade on that occasion. On the 
breaking out of the Spanish-American war, the 
entire organization enlisted in the regular army and 
were stationed at Camp McKinley, Columbus, Ohio. 
Mr. Finley, as drum major, ranking as sergeant 
major, had charge of the drum corps and band at 
Camp McKinley, totaling in all about one hundred 
men. The organization was honorably discharged 
at the end of three months’ service, and he returned 
to Hamilton, Ohio, where for the duration of the 
war he was employed by the Government at the 
Niles Tool Works as expert machinist on disappear- 
ing gun carriages for coast defense. At the end of 
hostilities he returned to Lima, but did not immedi- 
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ately resume his old interests here. For several 
years he was connected with the Lake Erie & West- 
ern shops of Lima as expert machinist. From 1900 
to 1906 he was active in musical organizations in 
the city, and was a prominent member of the City 
Band, the Odeon Mandolin and. Glee Club, and of 
several others. 

In 1906 Mr. Finley resumed his interests in the 
amusement and sporting world, and for several 
years promoted high grade sporting events through- 
out the United States. About 1907 he became in- 
terested in the publishing business, and was induced 
to accept a position with the Richmond & Arnold 
Publishing Company of Chicago as special writer 
and salesman. Always a keen student of history 
and kindred subjects, he found this work highly 
absorbing, and rose rapidly to a position of promi- 
nence in publishing circles as an historian and 
genealogist. He has been identified with several 
of the foremost publishing houses in the country 
as a writer on historical subjects, and was asso- 
ciated with the S. J. Clarke Publishing Company of 
Chicago, in writing the histories of Portland, Ore- 
gon and San Francisco, and with the Lewis Pub- 
lishing Company of Chicago in compiling the his- 
tory of Detroit. In 1912, with J. R. Fennell, a well 
known journalist of Lima, he organized and incor- 
porated the Memorial Publishing Company. The 
firm, of which Mr. Finley was elected president, 
had headquarters in Columbus, Ohio. Two years 
later, receiving a flattering request from the Amer- 
ican Historical Society of New York to identify 
himself with their work in the east, he disposed of 
his interest in the Memorial Publishing Company to 
Mr. Fennell, and went east. He has since been 
identified with the American Historical Society as 
their New England representative, with offices at 
Providence, Rhode Island. Mr. Finley has written 
extensively on historical and genealogical subjects, 
largely in the preparation of state, family and county 
histories. He is well versed in heraldry, to which 
he has given much time and study, and is the author 
of an article on English Heraldry appearing in the 
“Americana” magazine, quarterly issue of January, 
1921. 

He is a member of the following organizations: 
The International Association of Machinists; Inter- 
national Association of Masters of Dancing; the 
Musicians’ Union, Western Vaudeville Managers 
Association; the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, No. 1, of New York; the Providence Cham- 
ber of Commerce; Humane Society of Providence; 
the Pawtucket Volunteer Fire Department; the 
Aerial League of America; the Red Cross, of which 
he is a life member; the Y. M. C. A. of Providence, 
Rhode Island; the American Historical Society; 
Rhode Island Citizens’ Historical Association; New 
England Genealogical and Antiquarian Society, of 
which he is president, and the Newport Historical 
Society. His clubs are the Nashville Athletic Club, 
Hartford Auto Club, Hartford, Connecticut; Rhode 
Island Yacht Club; Edgewood Club; Metacomet 
Golf Club of Providence, Rhode Island; and the 
Automobile Club of Southern California. 

On Thanksgiving Day, 1894, Mr. Finley was mar- 
ried at the German pal ened Church, Lima, by the 
Rev. Baum. to Caroline Herold, daughter of Fred- 
erick and Margaret (Marx) Herold, pioneer set- 
tlers of the northern part of Lima. Their children 
are: Herold R., born August 20, 1896; and Ruth 
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C., born July 4, 1898, who married in September, 
1916, Herbert A. Hull, of New Haven, Connecticut, 
and they are the parents of a daughter, Jean Whit- 
ney Hull, born June 23, 1921. Mr. Hull is identified 
with the American Historical Society, and he is a 
talented musician. Mrs. Finley is a member of the 
Christian Science Church. Mr. and Mrs. Finley 
reside at 84 Ocean Avenue, Pawtucket, Rhode 
Island, and spend the winter months in Hollywood, 
California. 


Howarp L. Kay has been a resident of Allen 
County nearly twenty years. He is a public ac- 
countant and auditor at Lima, but also a farmer 
and a leader in the rural activities of the county. 

He was born at Watseka, Illinois, January 2, 1872, 
second son of James W. and Adaline (Ellingwood) 
Kay. His father, who was born in Iroquois County, 
Illinois, February 26, 1838, and died May 30, 1917, 
was a self educated but thoroughly qualified teacher. 
He was a Union soldier during the Civil war in 
Company A of the 76th Illinois Infantry, and for 
many years was affiliated with the Grand Army of 
the Republic. He was elected and served two terms 
as county clerk of Iroquois County, and later was 
in the abstract and real estate business. In politics 
he was an active republican until 1882, when he 
took up the support of the prohibition party. The 
mother of Howard I. Kay was educated at Kan- 
kakee, Illinois, and was likewise identified with 
educational work, at one time being principal of an 
academy. Both parents were members of the 
Methodist Church, in which the father was a class 
leader. Of four children, the oldest is Wendell P., 
who graduated from the Grand Prairie Seminary, 
from Northwestern University and the Chicago 
College of Law, ind is a prominent attorney and a 
former mayor of Watseka, Illinois. The third son 
is Wilbur J., who was educated in the public schools, 
Northwestern University and the University of 
Chicago, and for several years was a professor in 
Washington-Jefferson College, but is now professor 
of the Department of Public Speaking in the Uni- 
versity of West Virginia, and devotes his summers 
to Chautauqua work. The fourth in the family, 
Miriam R., a graduate of the Grand Prairie Semi- 
nary, is the wife of Ralph F. Paine and lives at 
Saginaw, Michigan. 

Howard L. Kay grew up at Watseka, and most of 
his time from the age of thirteen to seventeen was 
spent on his father’s farm. He supplemented a 
common school education by attending high school 
in Chicago, is a graduate of the Grand Prairie 
Seminary at Onarga, Illinois, and was a _ special 
student at Northwestern University at Evanston, 
Illinois. For ten years he was employed as an 
accountant in Chicago. In 1902 he came to Allen 
County, Ohio, and after farming a year returned to 
Chicago. Mr. Kay has regarded Allen County as 
his permanent home since 1905. During five years 
he was engaged in the real estate and insurance 
business at Spencerville, and while there he served 
as township clerk, four years as township trustee, 
and as clerk of the Board of Education two years 
in his local township. 

Mr. Kay was the first public accountant to open 
an office in Lima and has been actively engaged in 
that profession since December, 1912. He is a stock- 
holder in a number of corporations at Lima, and 
is deeply interested in the practical side of farming 
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as a business. His attractive rural homestead is 
known as Buck Run Terrace, located ten miles west 
of Lima, where with his family he resides, except 
during the winter months. 

Mr. Kay has been secretary and treasurer of the 
Allen County Farm Bureau and a member of its 
executive board since its organization in 1918. He 
is a member of the Allen County Board of Educa- 
tion, the Lima Chamber of Commerce and the Ki- 
wanis Club. His family are all represented in the 
membership of the Methodist Church. Mr. Kay 
is on the Official Board of the church and an active 
Sunday School worker and teacher of a large class 
of young men. He is also president of the Epworth 
League. 

On October 27, 1897, he married Miss Bessie Bice, 
a daughter of former County Commissioner Wil- 
liam Bice, familiarly known as “Uncle Billy.” Mrs. 
Kay was educated in the Tri-State Normal School 
of Angola, Indiana, and formerly was a teacher of 
music. The three children of their marriage are: 
Webster, who graduated from the Lima High School 
in 1918 and is now in the junior year of the State 
University; James W., a graduate of the Lima 
High School and a sophomore in the Ohio State 
Uiuversity and Susan, attending public school at 
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Frank L. Maire, Examples that impress force 
of character on all who study them are worthy of 
record in the annals of history wherever they are 
found. By a few general observations the biographer 
hopes to convey in the following paragraphs suc- 
cinctly and yet without fulsome encomium some 
idea of the high standing of Frank L. Maire of 
Lima as a business man and one of the representa- 
tive citizens of Allen County. Those who know him 
best will readily acquiesce in the statement that 
many elements of a solid and practical nature are 
united in his composition and which during a series 
of years have brought him into prominent notice in 
his community, his life career earning for him a 
place of influence and esteem among his fellow 
citizens. ; 

Frank L. Maire was born in Venango County, 
Pennsylvania, March 10, 1870, and is the son of 
Louis and Josephine (Countis) Maire, both of whom 
were natives of France. They were married after 
coming to America, having first located in New 
York City. They then went to Titusville, Pennsyl- 
vania, where Mr. Maire engaged in the grocery busi- 
ness until 1873, when he moved to Bradford, Penn- 
sylvania, and there followed his trade, that of 
cabinet-maker, in connection with which he engaged 
in general contracting and building. In 1880 he 
moved to Bolivar, New York, and was engaged in 
contracting up to the time of his death, which 
occurred in 1882. His wife had passed away in 1879. 

After his father’s death Frank L. Maire formed 
a partnership’ with his brother Edward J., and em- 
barked in the cigar business at Bolivar, which line 
they followed about ten years, when they sold the 
business. In the meantime they had become inter- 
ested in the production of petroleum, in which they 
met with ‘splendid success. In 1897 they moved to 
Spencerville, Ohio, where they established an office, 
their main interest still being oil. Two years later 
they moved to Lima, becoming heavily interested in 
the Lima oil and the fields of southeastern Ohio. 
They are still heavily interested in the production 
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of crude oil and have been successful in their devel- 
opment of this industry. Mr. Maire was the 
prime mover in the organization of the Lily White 
Oil Company, of which he is president, the other 
officers being: F. W. Cook, vice president; John 
Stoodt, secretary; Dr. W. C. Brunk, treasurer, and 
Theo Eysenbaugh, assistant treasurer. This com- 
pany has about one hundred and fifty oil-filling sta- 
tions in northwestern Ohio and are constantly in- 
creasing the scope and volume of their business. Mr. 
Maire is also vice-president of the Lima Cord Sole 
and Heel Company. In addition to the interests 
mentioned, he and his brother Edward are heavily 
interested in the oil producing fields of Oklahoma 
and Kansas. In 1908 Mr. Maire became a director 
in the Old National Bank of Lima, and in May, 
1917, was elected president of this well known and 
influential financial institution. 

On April 30, 1912, he was married to Pearl Gros- 
jean, who was born and reared in Lima, the daugh- 
ter of James E. and Nannie (Armstrong) Grosjean. 
Mr. and Mrs. Maire are active members of the 
Presbyterian Church, of which he is a trustee. He 
is a member of ithe Lima Chamber of Commerce, 
of which he served as president four years. Politi- 
cally he gives his support to the republican party. 
Fraternally he is a member of the Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, in which he has attained the thirty- 
second degree of the Scottish Rite, and he also 
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Elks. He is a member of the Lima Club and the 
Shawnee Country Club. Mr. Maire’s energy, fore- 
sight and perseverance have resulted in the accumu- 
lation of a comfortable competency. He has car- 
ried forward to successful completion whatever he 
has undertaken, and his business methods have ever 
been in strict conformity with the standard ethics 
of commercial life. -His is the record of a well 
balanced mental and moral constitution, strongly 
influenced by those traits of character which are ever 
of special value in a progressive state of society. 


DeWitt TALMADGE McGrirr, M. D. The medical 
profession of Allen County has a worthy repre- 
sentative in the person of Dr. DeWitt T. McGriff, 
of Lima, whose success, although he is yet young 
in years, has won him a host of warm friends and 
admirers in the city and county and made him favor- 
ably known among the medical men in this section 
of the state. Dr. McGriff is a native son of Ohio, 
having been born November 29, 1884, in Butler 
Township, Darke County. He is the son of Wil- 
liam Patrick and Melzonia (Braddock) McGriff, 
of Darke County, where the father followed farm- 
ing. His paternal grandparents were Price and 
Jane (Mulnix) McGriff, of Darke County, Ohio, 
and his materal grandparents were James and 
Cathryn (Shields) Braddock, of West Manchester, 
Preble County, Ohio. Dr. McGriff’s parents are 
both deceased, the father dying in 1916 and his 
widow passing away in 1912. They were the parents 
of four children, as follows: Clayton, of Castine, 
Ohio; Flora McGriff Poyner, who died in 1914; 
DeWitt T., the subject of this sketch, and Gorman, 
of Eaton, Ohio. 

Dr. McGriff was reared on the paternal farm- 
stead and secured his elemental education in the 
Castine public and West Manchester high schools. 
After completing his high school education he ob- 
tained license to teach in the public schools, which 
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position he held as principal at Castine for two 
terms. Having always determined to devote him- 
self to the practice of medicine, he matriculated in 
the medical department of the Ohio State Uni- 
versity (known at that time as the Starling Ohio 
Medical College), where he was graduated with the 
degree of doctor of medicine in 1912. He then took 
six months of special surgical work in the Miami 
Valley Hospital at Dayton, Ohio, and on January 
1, 1913, came to Lima and engaged in the practice 
of his profession, to which he has devoted himself 
continuously since, gradually working into indus- 
trial surgery and X-ray work. He has demon- 
strated his ability as a healer of human ills and 
enjoys a large and representative patronage through- 
out this community. Dr, McGriff served as county 
physician during the years of 1914-15-16 and as 
county coroner during 1917-18. At this time he 
was appointed and is at present surgeon for the 
Lima Locomotive Works, Inc., and the Ohio Steel 
Foundry Company and a few other minor indus- 
tries. He is a member of the Allen County Medical 
Society, the Ohio State Medical Society, the North 
America Radiological Society, the Northwestern 
Medical Society, and the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

Politically Dr. McGriff gives his support to the 

democratic party, while socially he is a member 
of the Shawnee Country Club, the Lima Club and 
the Kiwanis Club. Fraternally he is a member of 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the 
Knights of Pythias, the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and the Loyal Order of Moose. He is a 
member of the staffs of St. Rita’s Hospital and 
City Hospital, and a member of the Lima Invest- 
ment Company. He has taken a deep interest in 
everything pertaining to the welfare of the com- 
munity, and during the recent World war he took 
an active part as a solicitor for all of the Liberty 
Loans. 
In 1906 Dr. McGriff was married to Clenna May 
Rieker, who was born near Arcanum, Darke County, 
Ohio, the daughter of George and Mary (Sarver) 
Rieker, of Preble County, Ohio. Two children were 
born to them, Audre Evelyn and William Patrick. 
Mrs. Clenna McGriff passed away on November 1. 
1919. She was a great help to the doctor and 
stood very high in the community in which she 
lived. Dr. McGriff has attained a position of dis- 
tinctive prestige in a calling which requires for 
its basis sound mentality and intellectual discipline 
of a high order, and as a citizen of broad views and 
earnest purpose he richly merits his high standing 
in the community and his profession. 


BurpetrA F. Hari has always lived in Jackson 
Township. His home today is the farm where he 
was born, and besides the business represented in 
the proprietorship cf this place he has always been 
identified with every good movement of local citi- 
zenship. His farm is known as Bonnie Crest Farm, 
comprises ninety-eight acres and is located in sec- 
tions 8 and 17 in Jackson Township, two miles 
north and half a mile west of Lafayette. 

He was born there November 26, 1873, a son of 
William and Elizabeth (Watt) Hall. The Halls 
were pioneers of Allen County, the family having 
been established here during the first tides of early 
settlement. William Hall was born in Jackson 
Township January 13, 1832, and his wife was born 
in the same county in 1837. They grew up in Jack- 
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son Township, had the advantages of the pioneer 
schools, aid after their marriage settled on the land 
now contained in Bonnie Crest Farm. After many 
years of work and responsibility as farmers they 
moved to Bluffton, Ohio, where they lived out their 
days. They were very devout members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and filled all the offices. 
The father always voted as a democrat. Of 
their seven children six are still living: Hulda, 
widow of Milford Boyd; A. D. Hall, of Bluffton; 
Electa, wife of Wilson Hawk; Leanna, wife of 
David Bogart; Jasper C., of Texas, and Burdetta F. 

Burdetta F. Hall while growing up attended the 
common schools of Jackson Township, and not 
long after reaching his majority, married, in Novem- 
ber, 1895, Eda C. Hall. She was born in Lafayette, 
Ohio, June 29, 1878, a daughter of Philip and 
Catherine (Fridley) Hall, her father being a native 
of Jackson Township. Her parents were married 
in Pickaway County and soon settled in Lafayette, 
where her father died when she was four years 
of age. Mr. and Mrs. Philip Hall were very active 
members of and workers in the Methodist Church. 
Mrs. Hall is one of three living children, her brother, 
N. F. Hall, being a resident of Lima, while E. T. 
Hall lives in Jackson Township. Mrs. Hal! was 
educated at Lafayette and also attended school at 
Ada, Ohio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hall have three children. Clifford 
D.. who graduated from the Bluffton High School 
and the Lima Business College, enlisted at the time 
of the World war, was in the 146th Infantry of the 
37th Division, and spent nine months in France, 
part of the time on the battle lines. He received 
an honorable discharge as a sergeant major, and is 
now connected with the Buckeye Pipe Line Com- 
pany of Lima. He is a member of the Masonic 
Order. The second son, Doyt P., graduated from 
the Lafayette High School and the Lima Business 
College and was also in training as a soldier during 
the World war. He is also a Mason. The third 
son, Edison F., is now attending the seventh grade 
of the public schools at Lafayette. 

Mrs. Hall is a member of the Eastern Star at 
Lafayette. He is one of the trustees of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church and politically votes as a 
democrat. 


Witt1am W. Hatt, a native of Allen County, 
has during his active career made several changes 
in location and business, each one marking a step 
in advance of his previous condition, and today 
is the owner of one of the large farms of Auglaize 
Township. His farm home is three miles south of 
Harrod. 

Mr. Hall was born in Monroe Township two and 
a half miles west of Beaver Dam, August 23, 1871, 
son of Jacob and Harriet E. (Wallace) Hall. His 
father was born in New Jersey, October 5, 1830, 
and died October 12, 1907, after a long and well 


spent life) He was brought to Allen County 
by his parents, grew up here, and after his 
marriage settled on the old farm in Monroe 


Township, where he lived until his death. His 
wife was born in Pennsylvania, April 29, 1837, and 
was also brought to Allen County when a girl. She 
still owns and occupies the old homestead aiid is a 
fine old lady, now eighty-three years of age. She 
is a member of the United Brethren Church, as was 
Jacob Hall, who in politics espoused the cause of 
the republican party. The parents had five children: 
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Hilas M., who died at the age of thirty-two; Belle, 
wife of A. M. Herron of Monroe Township; 
Rebecca, wife of A. W. Roberts of Lima; Christina, 
wife of Jacob F. Miller of Monroe Township, and 
William W. 

William W. Hall spent his early life on the old 
farm in Monroe Township, and was educated in the 
public schools there. He was well trained to the 
business of farming and on February 15, 1891, he 
established a home of his own by his marriage to 
Lula C. Boyer. She was born in the same town- 
ship as her husband, August 25, 1872, daughter 
of G. F. and Edith A. Boyer. Her education came 
from the district schools near Rockford. 

After his marriage Mr. Hall lived for five years 
on his father’s farm and then bought eighty acres 
in Paulding County, but sold after two years, and 
for the next three years was engaged in the grocery 
business at Lima. He then secured eighty acres in 
Monroe Township, and was on that farm four years, 
from 1908, and in 1912 bought and came to his 
present farm. He has four hundred thirty acres, 
one of the larger farms of the township, and uses 
practically all of it for his varied industry as a 
stockman. Mr. Hall buys cattle and hogs by the 
carload, prepares them for the market and ships, 
being one of the extensive stock feeders of the 
county. Politically Mr. Hall supports the repub- 
lican ticket. 

He and his wife have seven children: Lyle F., 
who spent six months in training as a soldier at 
Camp Jackson, South Carolina; Clifford B.. a high 
school graduate, who was also in the army at Camp 
Jackson and Camp Wadsworth; Coda B., a gradu- 
ate of high school; Cloyd D., at home; Harold, 
still in school; Edward L., a high school boy, and 
Mayme, attending the public schools. 


F. W. Drake. A retired business man, F. W. 
Drake has had a long and active career and one 
that has brought him permanent connections in 
many localities. He was until he retired actively 
identified with an important business at Lima. 

He was born in Boston, Massachusetts, Novem- 
ber 22, 1852, a son of Charles W. and Sarah J. 
(Tuttle) Drake, the former a native of Dover, 
New Hampshire, 2nd the latter of Effingham, New 
Hampshire. His paternal grandfather was Abram 
Drake, while the maternal grandparents were Sam- 
uel and Nancy (Drake) Tuttle. On both sides he 
is of old American Colonial stock. His father for 
several years lived in Central America, where he 
acted as agent for the Nicaragua Transit Company, 
and had charge of the transportation of gold across 
the Isthmus for the United States mint. It was 
customary for a train of some forty mules to be 
loaded up with gold bullion every Saturdav night, 
and he was the responsible agent looking after the 
transportation of this valuable cargo. After re- 
turning to the States he moved out to Livingston 
County, Illinois, where he acquired a section of 
land, and became the founder of the Village of 
Chatsworth, which he named in honor of Chats- 
worth, England. Some years later he went to Good- 
land, Indiana, and bought three hundred twenty 
acres, developing a fine farm, and after two years 
acquired the Grand Central Hotel in Goodland, 
which he personally conducted for several years. 
On leaving Indiana he bought a fruit farm at St: 
Joseph, Michigan, but died there six weeks later, 
in March, 1874, his widow surviving until 1876. 
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EF. W. Drake was educated in the grammar and 
high school and at the age of fifteen returned to 
Boston, Massachusetts, and lived with an uncle, 
who conducted a livery stable and was also the 
patentee of Tuttle's Elixir, a proprietary preparation 
from which he realized a fortune. After the death 
of his father F. W. Drake returned to St. Joseph, 
Michigan, and took charge of the fruit farm. At 
his mother’s, death the farm was sold. 

February 19, 1876, in Michigan, Mr. Drake mar- 
ried Miss Ella Merwin, who was born at Mokena, 
Illinois, daughter of William Merwin. After his 
marriage he continued to live at St. Joseph, Michi- 
gan, until 1898, when he bought a farm near 
Emporia, Kansas, and employed his capital at stock 
raising on an extensive scale. He was also an 
importer of thoroughbred English trotting horses. 
He continued his ranch‘and stock raising enterprise 
in Kansas for fourteen years, and then for three 
years was a stock dealer at the Union Stock Yard 
in Chicago. 

From Chicago Mr. Drake moved to Lima, where 
for seven years he was foreman for the Standard 
Oil Company. He then engaged in business for him- 
self, handling business supplies, coal, flour and feed, 
and so continued until the fall of 1917, when he 
sold the business to Minor Evans and has since 
lived retired in his fine modern home at 1424 Lake- 
wood Avenue. He still owns the plant in which 
his business was conducted and has other financial 
interests at Lima. 

Mr. and Mrs. Drake have no children. He served 
several years as a trustee of the Trinity Methodist 
Episcopal Church. In politics he casts his vote as 
a republican and is a member of the Lima Club. 


Cart S. SHAFFER. The business community of 
Spencerville acknowledges as one of its livest and 
most pushing factors Carl S. Shaffer, who came to 
the town from his father’s farm some years ago 
and by strict attention to his duties has achieved a 
place as an independent merchant, being proprietor 
of the leading coal and ice business of the 
community. 

Mr. Shaffer was born in Amanda Township of 
Allen County, May 22, 1887. His parents, Simon 
and Margaret (Richardson) Shaffer, were also born 
in Allen County. His father’s birth occurred a 
mile east of Hume in March, 1849. For many 
years they lived on their farm in Amanda Town- 
ship, but are now living retired in Spencerville. 
Simon Shaffer is affiliated with Acadia Lodge, 
No. 306, Free and Accepted Masons, Royal Arch 
Chapter, and is a democrat in politics. There are 
six children: Alba, who is in the oil business at 
Sapulpa, Oklahoma; Roszille, wife of Amos Miller 
of Spencerville; Michael of Ortville, Ohio; Julia, 
widow of Bart Graham; Carl, and Margaret, wife 
of Connor Miller of Greenville, Ohio. 

Carl Shaffer lived on the home farm to the age 
of seventeen, and shared in its duties as his strength 
permitted. He attended the district and high 
schools and after graduating from the Lima Busi- 
ness College became a clerk for James Cochrun at 
Spencerville. He has been in that one line of work 
ever since, and in November, 1917, was able to buy 
out his employer, and has since conducted a coal 
and ice business under his own name. Mr. Shaffer 
is a man of public spirit in his community, and is 
doing some creditable work for Spencerville as 
president of the Town Council. He is a democrat, 


348 


is affiliated with Acadia Lodge, No. 306, Free and 
Accepted Masons and Spencerville Chapter, Royal 
Arch Masons. He and his family are members of 
the Methodist Church. 

June 22, 1907, he married Miss Lena Zimmerman, 
who was born in Auglaize County, Ohio, and was 
educated in public schools. Their two children are 
Bernetta May and Robert. 


JerEMIAH M. Owens. The visitor to Allen County. 
viewing for the first time its fertile fields, well- 
regulated farms and general air of prosperity, finds 
it hard to realize that only comparatively a few 
years ago this region of the country was a wild 
waste, covered with timber and brush. Such was 
the case, however, and the present excellent con- 
dition of the county has only been attained through 
the untiring labor and persistent endeavor of men of 
energy and perseverance, whose lives have been spent 
in forwarding their communities’ development. One 
of the farms of Allen County which has been devel- 
oped entirely by members of the same family is that 
known as the old Owens farm, lying five miles east 
of Beaverdam, in Jackson Township, which was 
entered from the United States Government in 1837 
and has never been out of the family name. 

The present owner of this property is Jeremiah 
M. Owens, who was born on the farm, November 17, 
1857, a son of James and Sarah (Colawell) Owens. 
James Owens was born in Virginia, September 16, 
1803, and as a young man moved to Belmont County, 
Ohio, where he married Miss Colawell, a native of 
that county. In 1837 he entered 320 acres of land 
in Allen County and in the following spring brought 
his wife to their new home, making the journey 
from near Wheeling, West Virginia, in a one-horse 
‘wagon. During the latter stages of their journey 
they camped at night beneath beech trees, and for 
the last eight miles had to literally cut their way 
through the timber. In the new region they applied 
their sturdy energies to the clearing of their land, 
the establishment of a home and the development of 
a farm, all of which aims were accomplished. They 
not only became known as prosperous people for 
their day, but were rich also in the esteem and 
respect of their neighbors and the affection and 
love of their children. They were faithful mem- 
bers of the Catholic Church, and Mr. Owens was a 
democrat and served his community capably in the 
office of township trustee for several years. There 
were twelve children in the family, among them: 
Henry P.; Andrew J.; Sarah I., the wife of Thomas 
Doyle; Joseph C., of Indianapolis, Indiana; Frank 
M., of Richland Township, Allen County; Jere- 
miah M.; and Martha, the wife of Harry Hartley. 

Jeremiah M. Owens acquired a somewhat limited 
education in the public schools of Jackson Town- 
ship and was reared to manhood on the home farm, 
of which he now owns 197 acres. He was married 
May 17, 1903, to Miss Ida Montgomery, who was 
born in Hancock County, Ohio, May 17, 1862, and to 
this union there have been born four children: 
Sarah, a graduate of Bluffton High School and the 
Ohio Northern University of Ada, who holds a 
state teacher’s license; Clara B., a graduate of Bluff- 
ton High School, who also attended the university 
at Ada and has a three-year teacher’s license; James 
G., a graduate of Bluffton High School, who is 
attending Bluffton College; and Dale H., who is 
attending the graded schools. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Owens are members of the Catholic 
Church at Bluffton. Mr. Owens is a democrat in 
politics, belongs to the Richland Grange, and is a 
stockholder in the elevator at Beaverdam. He has 
brought his property to a high state of productive- 
ness, and his progressive methods and constant in- 
dustry have served to make his undertakings a suc- 
cess, while his good citizenship and sound integrity 
have assured him high standing in the estimation 
of his fellow-citizens. 


FRANK B. CotNner. As teacher, farmer and banker, 
Frank B. Cotner has been prominently identified with 
the affairs of Allen County, of which he is a native 
son. Mr. Cotner’s home is at Lafayette, where he is 
cashier of the Lafayette Banking Company. 

He was born in Richland Township of Allen 
County, November 2, 1868, son of David S. and 
Elizabeth Cotner. The family came to Allen County 
in pioneer times and his father was one of the pros- 
perous farmers, always alert to his duties of citizen- 
ship. Frank B. Cotner had a common school educa- 
tion, and in 1892 graduated from the Ohio Northern 
University at Ada. His active career as a teacher 
continued from 1890 to 1907, a period of seventeen 
years, though in the meantime he was also interested 
in farming, and is still owner of farming lands in 
his section of the county. Mr. Cotner in 1907 entered 
the banking business and for a number of years has 
been cashier and a director of the Lafayette Banking 
Company. He was mayor of Lafayette continuously 
from 1908 to 1921. He has also held several town- 
ship offices, and since giving up the role of a teacher 
has been interested in school affairs. 

Mr. Cotner is a democrat and is one of the leaders 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church at Lafayette and 
has served as superintendent of its Sunday School. 
He is affliated with Sager Lodge No. 513, F. and 
A. M., having been initiated January 25, passed 
February 22, and raised a Master Mason, March 28, 
1908. He has served the lodge as chaplain and trus- 
tee. He was initiated June 16, 1890, in Beaver Dam 
Lodge No. 689, of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. 

At Lafayette, October 15, 1891, Mr. Cotner married 
Nancy J. Stoodt, daughter of Frederick and Rebecca 
Stoodt. Her father was a Union soldier in the Civil 
war and in after years a well known farmer of Allen 
County. Mr. and Mrs. Cotner have three children: 
Clifford A., who married Evadna E. Mever; Bryan 
D., who married Louise M. Urich, and David L. 
Cotner, still at home. 

Bryan D. Cotner enlisted in the army, from the 
Ohio State University in the 37th Division in the 
World war. He was in Belgium when the 
Armistice was signed. 


JosepH O. Hover. It is a compliment worthily 
bestowed to say that Allen County is honored by the 
life-long citizenship of J. O. Hover, of Lima, for he 
has achieved definite success through his own efforts 
and is thoroughly deserving of the proud American 
title of self-made man, the term being one that, in 
its better sense, cannot but appeal to the loyal 
admiration of all who are appreciative of our 
national institutions and the privileges afforded here 
for individual accomplishment. Mr. Hover has by 
his energy, perseverance and integrity gained an 
enviable position among his fellow citizens and is 
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eminently deserving of mention in a work of the 
character of the one in hand. 

J. O. Hover was born in Lima, Ohio, in April, 
1850, and is the son of William Ulysses and Mary 
Jane (Milligan) Hover, both of whom were natives 
of Ohio, the father having been born in Trumbull 
County and the mother at Cadiz. The subject’s 
paternal grandfather, Joseph Hover, who also was a 
native of Eastern Ohio, wended his way through the 
dense timber to Allen County, in 1833, settling at 
Lima. Of Grandfather Milligan, it may be noted 
that he erected the first courthouse of Allen County 
and was also the first jailer of the county. William 
Ulysses Hover learned the foundry business and 
conducted at Lima the first tinshop and foundry 
established here. He bought a tract of land adjoin- 
ing the city to the southwest, in Shawnee Township, 
which in later years was converted into a park, 
known as Hover Park, but which eventually was 
made an addition to the city and was converted 
into residence lots. William U. Hover died in 1895, 
at the age of seventy years, and was survived a num- 
ber of years by his widow, who died in 1912, at the 
age of eighty-six years. The following children 
blessed their union: J. O., the subject of this 
review; T. L., deceased; Dr. W. E., of Lima; F. B., 
who is connected with the Reed Furniture Company 
at Dayton, Ohio; Sarah C., wife of Dr. J. O. Stock- 
ton of Upper Sandusky, Ohio; Mary Leah, wife of 
Miles U. Beatty, now holding a position with the 
Queen Crescent Railroad Company; Flora, who 
died at the age of twelve years; Lydia Mae, wife of 
H. M. Dillie, who died in 1912. 

The subject attended the common schools of 
Shawnee Township, and at the age of nineteen years 
he became a clerk tor Watt Brothers of Lima, with 
whom he remained for five years. Then he and his 
brother, T. L., engaged in the general mercantile 
business at Cridersville, Ohio, in which they con- 
tinued for twenty-five years, after which the subject 
sold his interest in the business. During the years 
they had been together Mr. Hover and his brother 
had become interested in the oil producing business 
in the district around Lima, as well as in the Indiana 
and Kentucky fields, and since that time Mr. Hover 
has retained these interests, devoting his principal 
attention to his producing interests in the Lima field. 
His interests are held in the name of Maple Oil 
Company, a private concern, of which Mr. Hover is 
general manager. 

On September 10, 1878, Mr. Hover was married 
to Ella Brown, who was born at Kalida, Putnam 
County, Ohio, the daughter of David I. and Eliza- 
beth (Shaw) Brown. Mr. Brown was born in 
Crawford County, Ohio, and became an early school 
teacher. Later he became a practicing attorney and 
was active in public affairs. He was sent to the Ohio 
Legislature to fill out an unexpired term during the 
Civil war, and in 1877 he was again elected to the 
Legislature, serving two full terms. His wife was 
born in Stark County, Ohio. Mrs. Hover received 
a good education in the public schools, being a 
member of one of the pioneer classes at Ottawa, 
Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs. Hover have been born two 
children, Flora, who died at the age of two and a 
half years, and Hazel, who is the wife of Dwight 
E. Wyre, of Madison, Wisconsin. 
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Mr. Hover and his family are adherents of the 
Presbyterian Church. Politically he gives his sup- 
port to the republican party and is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias. Socially, he is a member of the 
Lima City Club and the Shawnee Country Club. 
Mrs. Hover is a member of the Lima Music Club and 
takes great interest in the work of the Young 
Women’s Christian Association. Mr. Hover’s suc- 
cess in life has been the reward of the application 
of mental qualifications of a high order to the affairs 
of business, enabling him to grasp the opportunities 
that presented themselves. This he has done with 
success and, what is more important, with honor. 
Therefore he is richly deserving of the enviable 
standing which he enjoys among his fellow citizens 
throughout this community. 


Cuartes E. Barnett, sole proprietor of the Lima- 
Holmes Company, dealer and stockholder in the 
Holmes Air-Cooled Motor car of Canton, Ohio, is 
conveniently located in the Public Square. He is a 
man of ample means, and in addition to other busi- 
ness interests owns 113 acres of highly cultivated 
and valuable land in Auglaize County, Ohio. 

The birth of Mr. Barnett took place in Wyandotte 
County, Ohio, March 11, 1870, and he is a son of 
Thomas J. and Anna (Harmon) Barnett, of Scotch- 
Irish ancestry. They had five children, of whom 
Charles E. Barnett is the second in order of birth. 
He attended the country schools and the Ohio State 
Normal School at Ada, Ohio, where he took a com- 
mercial course. Having prepared himself for a busi- 
ness career, Mr. Barnett went into a general store 
at Kossuth, Ohio, and worked for nine years. Later 
he and Emanuel Krass bought this store and con- 
ducted it under the name of Barnett & Krass. Still 
later Mr. Barnett bought out his partner, and con- 
tinued to operate the store for fifteen years, when 
he sold at a profit, and came to Lima as agent 
for the Holmes car, and his territory embraces the 
counties of Van Wert, Mercer, Putnam, Allen, 
Auglaize and Harding. He is sole agent for the 
Holmes Improved Air-Cooled automobiles, with 
salesrooms at 15 Public Square. He is one of the 
stockholders of the Holmes Company, and is very 
enthusiastic about the new process cars. 

Mr. Barnett was married to Fairy Hydaker, a 
daughter of William M. and Catherine (Mack) 
Hydaker of Auglaize County. Ohio, on December 
25, 1899. Mr. and Mrs. Barnett became the parents 
of three children, namely: Carl T., Ethel and Ray 
W. Mr. Barnett is an independent democrat, pre- 
ferring to cast his vote for the man rather than be 
tied down by party affiliations. He belongs to 
Spencerville Lodge, Knights of Pythias, and Kos- 
suth Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
Both he and Mrs. Barnett are active members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Barnett is an 
efficient salesman, and believing thoroughly in his 
car, he is able to demonstrate its possibilities and 
superior qualities in a very convincing manner and 
is building up a very desirable line of business in 
his territory. Since coming to Lima he has won 
the approval of the business men and the com- 
munity generally, and is numbered among the worth- 
while citizens of the place. 
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